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Biographical Note

Elsie Bowen was born in Morrill, Maine (a small towf fewer than 1000 people). Her father,
Ernest Bowen, was a farmer, and her mother, Flora\#ton Bowen, was a housewife. She was
the third eldest of 10 children. They lived oraenfi, where Elsie continues to live today. Elsie
considered herself “non-political” and actually wed for both [implied Democratic and
Republican] parties. She worked in Ed Muskie’scaffvhen he was governor doing
bookkeeping and secretarial work. Elsie and hegmarwere involved in community groups
(church, ladies groups, and the 4-H horse-backgidlub). Elsie attended and graduated from
(in 1939) Belfast Crosby High School about 10 mdesy from Morrill. She never married.

She began doing secretarial work in her last yéargh school, and continued doing so after
graduation at Belfast Manufacturing Company. Eigdrs later she moved to Augusta to work
for the Department of Education and then for GogeMuskie in 1954. After Muskie’s term as
governor, Elsie Bowen stayed on to work for oth@regnors including Haskell, Clauson, Reed
and Longley. After that, she went to the ClerlHoluse office (in the State House), and then she
retired. She came out of retirement when Rodneni@Qasked her to begin working again in the
Deputy Secretary of State office.

Scope and Content Note



Interview includes discussions of: the Depressieary on the farm in Morrill, Maine; her
personal response to World War IlI; the general tBdéipanism” of Maine; her first impressions

of Muskie; her experience with Muskie as a superyisiuskie’'s temper; the relationship
between Marjorie Hutchinson and Ed Muskie; ElsievBo’s secretarial position and
responsibilities for Muskie; comparison of Gov. @an to Gov. Muskie; Muskie’s relationship
with the Executive Council; Bob Haskell's relatibifs with Muskie; impressions of Louis

Jalbert; changes is responsibilities from the gowes office as secretary to the head secretary at
the Clerk of House office; Muskie’s environmentgues as Governor.
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Transcript

Marisa Burnham-Bestor: We're here at the Maine Democratic headquartefsugusta,
Maine. Present is Elsie Bowen and Marisa Burnhast@. Please state your name and spell it.

ElseBowen: I'm Elsie Bowen. E-L-S-I-E, B-O-W-E-N.
MB: Thank you. Where and when were you born arsbd®

EB: | was born in Morrill, M-O-R-R-I-L-L, Maine. Andl grew up there except for the years
that | worked in Augusta, and stayed out here at gimoe.

MB: How would you describe your town when you weraxgng up?

EB: Just a typical small town.



MB: How small was it?

EB: | would say under a thousand people. There’baisty more now, but back then it was
seven or eight hundred maybe.

MB: What were your parents’ full names?

EB: My father was Ernest Bowen, and my mother Flonawlton Bowen.

MB: Was that her maiden name, Knowlton?

EB: Knowlton was her maiden name, yes.

MB: What did they do?

EB: He was a farmer all his life, and she was a hwiise

MB: So you lived on a farm?

EB: Yes | did.

MB: What were your responsibilities at the time?

EB: Oh, we did everything, except milk cows. | dat milk cows, but | helped with the
haying. We carried our water, when the well wagt &om way out in the woods; that was a
tough job that we kids didn’t like. We helped witie gardening, of course, and the canning and
the house work, whatever.

MB: Did you have brothers and sisters?

EB: Yes, I'm one of ten.

MB: Oh, my goodness.

EB: Five boys and five girls.

MB: Wow. How many of your brothers and sisterssditeliving?

EB: There’s five still living. And I'm the third fnm the oldest.

MB: Did any of your other brothers and sisters bexamolved politically at all?

EB: No, they did not. And I didn’t become involvediitically. I'm very non-political really.
That's why | was, | worked for both parties.

MB: Oh, | didn't realize that.



EB: Yeah, when Floyd Nute asked me to work for Gowgrthen Governor. Muskie, and
probably it was two weeks after, that he didn't \wnmy politics. | was not chosen because of
my political beliefs, it was because | can do baiking and secretarial work, the combination.

MB: That's what they needediintelligible phrase). What was your family’s financial
situation? Did you get all you needed from therfand then sell?

EB: We lived off the farm. My father sold milk thrghu a creamery and we raised beans and
corn for the corn factories, bean factories. Wnas our livelihood, which wasn’t very much, but
we got by. All healthy.

MB: How did everything, what was it like during thepression years? Was it harder?

EB: Very tough, very tough.

MB: But your family was able to keep the farm thriooigt that time?

EB: Ohyes, yes., I still live on it.

MB: Oh, really? How were your parents involvednia tommunity religiously or politically?
EB: They were church goers, grange- goers, and miienbelonged to the various ladies’
groups. That's about all there was there anywafg. belonged, 4-H Club, | belonged to the 4-H
Club in growing up.

MB: | love Unintelligible word) horseback riding,upintelligible word) too.

EB: Oh, I love to horseback ride, too.

MB: Were your parents at all political?

EB: No.

MB: Did you remain religious as you grew up, andydidr brothers and sisters?

EB: No. One sister did.

MB: Where did you go to high school?

EB: Belfast. Crosby High School.

MB: Now, is that a larger school, because your teswvn?

EB: It's larger, yes. We commuted, it was aboutrteles. We rode back and forth every day.



MB: Were there any world events that were goingotimer than the Depression obviously, that
impacted you as a child?

EB: Well, of course, WWII. | had brothers, all myobvers were in the service, and one was
wounded, but they all survived.

MB: How did that impact you as a . . . . How old &gour brothers when they went to war?

EB: They were the age, they were drafted, all of tleewept one, he was in the National Guard,
but they were all the age when they were drafted.

MB: So you were a little older, right? Because gaid you were the third.

EB: Third, yeah. , | had one brother older.

MB: So were you still living at home at that time?

EB: Yes.

MB: What was it like on the farm when they were gone

EB: Well, they were missed, but we, there was enaigls so we helped make up, filled in.
MB: During your high school years, what were yoterests? What did you do?

EB: Well we didn’t participate in many activities laerse we had to ride, get the ride home, so |
didn’t take part in any extracurricular activities.

MB: You also had a lot of responsibilities at hoste,

EB: Yes, | did.

MB: At that time, did you have any idea what you tedrto do with the rest of your life?

EB: | would like to have been a nurse, but | knewfollgs couldn’t afford it. So | followed the
secretarial course, and | started working in aitefdlmost a year before | graduated, after
school and weekends.

MB: Were you successful as a student, academically?

EB: 1gothy. Yes, | made good ranks.

MB: What college did you, or, did you attend colfege

EB: No, | did not.



MB: What year did you graduate from high school?

EB: Nineteen thirty -nine.

MB: And did you have a husband, or a, had you met gasband at that time?
EB: I've not been married.

MB: Oh, really? | didn't realize that. When diduydnow old were you when you graduated
high school?

EB: Nineteen.
MB: Oh, okay. So at that time, had you decided \gbétical party to join?

EB: |joined the Republican Party because my fathes avvery strong Republican and as far as
he was concerned, there was only one party.

MB: That's how it was in Maine?
EB: Yes, that's right. But when | went to vote, ted as | chose, in the regular election.

MB: So the only real influence on your decision e your father was Republican. That's
what you were generally exposed to?

EB: He expected us all to enroll as Republicansadl & sister who worked in Washington,
D.C.. She came home, she had signed up as a Datmdte wouldn’t give her a ride to the

polls on election day because she was going to@etaeocrat. That's how strong they were
then.

MB: What sort of, did he, you said he wasn't repliitically involved, and so he never did
anything for the party.

EB: No, no, he did not.

MB: Do you remember what was going on politicallyamlyou decided, when you went to
choose a party? Do you remember ...?

EB: No, nothing spectacular that I recall.
MB: And you said that, | mean, after high school gotia secretarial position?
EB: | stayed on where | was working during schooldight years.

MB: Wow. Where was that again?



EB: In Belfast.

MB: Ata...?

EB: A place they made mens’ trousers B Belfasimge) Manufacturing Company.
MB: And you were a secretary there?

EB: Secretary-bookkeeper. | was the office, thdt'thare was.

MB: When did you decide that you were interestdokeicoming involved in being a secretary
for political organizations and what have you?

EB: 1didn’t decide that. | decided it was time éochange, so | came to Augusta and worked in
the Department of Education for eight years. Amghtapparently when Muskie was elected
governor, they were hunting for someone who coolth@bokkeeping and secretarial work. And
a friend knew that | could do that so she recomradnde, or suggested me, whatever.

MB: And she suggested you to Floyd Nute?

EB: Yes, to her boss, and he knew Floyd Nute, [M&jifidaury Williams.

MB: So what year was this?

EB: Forty-seven | believe. Was Muskie elected ityf@even?

MB: To governor?

EB: Yes.

MB: Fifty-four.

EB: Oh, fifty-four, yes ‘54 it was, because | worked=ducation for eight years.

MB: What education?

EB: Department of Education, State Department of Btio.

MB: And you were secretary-bookkeeper there as well?

EB: Just secretary, still with the State House.

MB: What's the difference, exactly? What are thspomsibilities of a secretarial position
versus a bookkeeping position? How does that work?



EB: Well, secretarial, as a general rule you tak&atlan, you type letters, whatever, filing, and
bookkeeping is strictly keeping records.

MB: Oh, so numbers.

EB: Oh yes, yes.

MB: And you were still living at the farm at hometlaat time?

EB: Yes.

MB: So that was a pretty long commute for you, wokad you met Ed Muskie at all before?
EB: No, | had not. No.

MB: Did you have any impressions of the people énState building, and what was going on
politically around the time that he became gove?n@vere you staying aware of . . .?

EB: No. The only thing politically was, they had thenor going in the Education office that
when there was a change in party, everybody l@st fhb. That was taken for granted, but it
was not true. That's the only political thing tha&ver heard.

MB: That must have been stressful.

EB: It was, to say the least.

MB: So your friend who suggested you to Floyd Nwieat was her position?

EB: | believe she did bookkeeping in the Finance Diepent.

MB: Okay, so, and she knew Maury Williams, not?. . .

EB: Yeah, Maury worked in, he was director | belieseector of finance for a while.

MB: So you joined the staff in ‘54 and you were thiess a bookkeeper and secretary.

EB: Secretary-bookkeeper, yes.

MB: Did you keep the Blaine House books as well?

EB: Yes.

MB: What was the difference? Wasn't there, | wasdenrthe impression that the Blaine House
was where the governor lived.

EB: Right.



MB: What else goes on there?

EB: Well, back then they entertained a lot. Thisegaer has not entertained that much and |
know Governor [James] Longley did not. But | renemthey used to have, it seems like it was
every week or every few weeks at the beginninglefjslative session, they would ask different
officers from the counties that they were honotmgome in, just have coffee, whatever.

MB: And so that would, all the expenses from thaild@o, and you would ...?

EB: There was an account for entertainment.

MB: Oh, gotcha. So, when you met Ed Muskie, whanjgmed the staff and met him, what
was your first impression of him?

EB: Sort of overwhelming, you know. He’s such a, tdistinguished looking man.
MB: Were you intimidated at all?

EB: Well, | don't know. Yes, | suppose | should $ayas, you know, being a little country
girl, seeing him, being the governor. Yes, | ptaigavas.

MB: Was it exciting when you . . .?
EB: Oh, yes, yes.
MB: How did your father react to the fact that yoer@vworking for a Democratic governor?

EB: He wasn't too pleased at first, but then he wds.was proud that, you know, he’'d seen
what Muskie was doing and so forth, and he wasdgirdte came around.

MB: As the, Muskie was really the first time thag RRepublicans were really defeated, so your
father must have been having a little bit of treubith that.

EB: Well, probably. , | don't recall that he was besa he wasn’t that strong politically.

MB: Did he end up, do you know if he ended up sugopgpMuskie at all, or was he always
kind of ...?

EB: 1 doubt that he did, because nobody ever saidthewwere voting, really. And you know,
he knew his kids were enrolled as Republicanshbutever asked me to, how | was enrolled
after that.

MB: And did you predominantly vote Republican or @enatic, or were you, whichever
candidate you liked better?



EB: Party didn’t, when | voted, party did not mattérwas for who | knew and had trust in.
And sometimes | didn’t vote at all, or for, you kmoa particular position if | didn’t know about
the people.

MB: Did you know about Muskie during his campaigngovernor?

EB: Ohyes, oh yes.

MB: What did you ...?

EB: Did I vote for him, you wanted to ask? Yes,d.di

MB: What did you, it was, there was the incidenwvhich the other, the Republican governor
really kind of, “stubbed his toe” was an expresgiwat Joan Arnold used, and that Muskie really
kind of got in on that. Were you aware of what \yasig on?

EB: No, | guess | wasn’'t aware of that.

MB: Did you just, did you have reasons for not likithe Republican governor who was
running against him?

EB: Maybe there was something that I've forgotteke loan had mentioned, but, | just thought
it was time for a change.

MB: Yeah. So, did you get to know him very well Wiog there?

EB: Ohyes, yes.

MB: What did you think of him as a boss?

EB: Excellent, excellent.

MB: Was he, I've been told that he had quite a tempéd you experience it at all?

EB: | saw evidence of it once or twice.

MB: What was that like?

EB: Well, it was a natural reaction for him. Onetamce | think of was, one of his
commissioners had double- crossed him, (I gued'sttie right word to use),, publicly. | can’t
remember if it was in the newspaper or a speeahharwas ripping him up one side and down
the other. We could hear him. His office door wkxsed but we could hear him, and he buzzed
me (@nintelligible word) and said, “Wwould you get so-and-so?” So heecawer immediately.
And | buzzed the governor and said, “Mr. So-andsdtere.” He came out, put his arm around

him, “Good morning, So-and-so.” You know, thighe kind of man he was, he just had to let it
out. And he did, but the public didn’t really kndkat.



MB: Under what conditions did he lose his tempex tikat? Like, what caused that?

EB: Well, this was the release that this man had nii@atewas not true, and he had not told the
governor about what he was saying. As one of @mdment heads, he should have.

MB: How did the people in the office respond whendse his temper like that? Was it
uncomfortable?

EB: Ohno, no, just let it slide. It didn’t happetmany times anyway. That's the one that
stands out in my mind.

MB: Your office was down the hall, right?

EB: On the third floor, yes.

MB: Who worked with you in that office?

EB: Well, initially I was down the hall, not in theaim office. But probably six months or so
into his administration, with Marjorie Hutchinsdris administrative secretary who had worked
for him when he was a lawyer, and Floyd Nute tresgisecretary, | think he sat with us after |
went down there. And then later on security too& of the front desks.

MB: So did you have your own office?

EB: Oh, no one did, no.

MB: Now, where did, where was Muskie’s office inatedn to where you were located?

EB: We were down the hall. You entered our officd arst to the left was Muskie’s office, a
big elegant office.

MB: And did his other, were all of his secretarieshie office with you?

EB: Various offices, no, down the hall, two or thoeerent offices, and be probably three of
us in an office.

MB: So your immediate office mates were Marjoriedhiison and Floyd Nute?
EB: Yes. Not when I first went to work there, butelaon.
MB: Oh. Who was there when you first worked there?

EB: In the front office, Marge Hutchinson and (I daconfirm this name spelling) Zelma
Shumate, who was his appointment secretary.



MB:

EB:

MB:

EB:

MB:

EB:

MB:

EB:

MB:

EB:

MB:

EB:

MB:

EB:

MB:

EB:

Before Joan Arnold?
Yes. Well I, Joan Arnold, | was appointed seamgtor quite a while.
Oh, really?
Yes. | don’t remember when Joanie came aboard.
What was Muskie’s relationship with his finarl@avisor, Maurice Williams, like?
Very close, very friendly, very trusting.
Maurice was a Republican, right?
| don’t know.
Do you know how their relationship progresseotighout ...?
It remained good.
What about Floyd Nute?
It was good, too.
He was the first person you met on the stajhtf
Yes.
Did you and he have a close relationship?

Not close, but we were friendly, you know, anddtal and all that. There was really no

reason to be close.

MB:

Were you close with anyone who worked on th#%t®id you become, | mean, you

lived far away so it must have been hard, you agukkactly go out for coffee, you know, too
many times.

EB:

MB:

No, | don’t know if any of the staff did. We veefriendly, that's enough in an office.

You mentioned Marjorie Hutchinson, and she haehbin his office in Waterville as well.

So she and he were pretty close.

EB: Very close. She was almost a mother image to thiat's the way she came across.

MB:

What makes you say that? What was it like?



EB: Well, she protected him if he needed protectiShe was very, very helpful to him, and she
did go to Washington with him when he went downr¢he

MB: Did anyone else from the staff go to Washingtath him?

EB: No.

MB: Oh, wow.

EB: They asked me to go and | didn’t think | wanted And Bob Huse, who went down with
him, called me two or three times to see if I'digpad my mind, but | didn’t want the big city
life, I didn't. . ..

MB: Who's Bob Huse?

EB: He also worked for Muskie. He came in, oh | ta@member the years, but, | don’t
remember his position exactly. | don't know. Betwas one, a member of the staff anyway.

MB: What exactly, what type, as a secretary, yolewlee appointment secretary first, then
what was your position?

EB: No., | was a regular secretary and bookkeepstr &ind later on became the appointment
secretary when | moved down to the front office.

MB: So, what were your, what sort of transcripts whdt have you were you transcribing
when you were ...?

EB: His correspondence. He dictated everythingenntiachine and | took it off the machine.
MB: Does anything stand out in your mind that yauember as being interesting?

EB: The only thing that sticks out in my mind, wasapparently was dictating one weekend at
his cottage out on China Lake. And all of a suddestopped in the middle of a sentence and
said, “Get down Susie,” or Susie, whatever. Amlabught, “What’s going on here?” Then |
realized his dog was bothering him. For a minud&lh’t know what was going on.

MB: Typingitin.

EB: Yeah, yeah.

MB: Do you remember any of the issues that wereggomaround the time? Any of the
political issues that he might have grappled witeranaking a decision as to what side he

wanted to be on?

EB: Nothing in particular sticks in my mind.



MB: Were there any issues that were of interesototlat ...?

EB: It was all very interesting, but | can’t name goayticular thing that sticks in my mind. It
was a great education.

MB: When you were then promoted to appointment s&gredo you remember, or, | don't
know, when your position changed | guess to the@epment secretary, do you remember if he
would request certain people that he wanted to hapeintments with?

EB: Yeah.

MB: Who were they?

EB: Oh, do | remember them? No, this, when you ggp@mtment, that's the people that come
in, call and want to see him, number one. And nemtlvo, he appointed members to all these
committees and commissions and whatever that wesged by the legislature, and that's called
appointments. So he would have to contact thespl@and then their names had to be posted
to be approved by the Executive Council.

MB: Oh, | see.

EB: I still did the bookkeeping, too. It wasn't dlftime job as such.

MB: What, were you appointment secretary then dfian left, or before she got there?

EB: Before she got there.

MB: Oh, | see. So how long of a time did you speeftre you switched positions?

EB: I really don’'t remember.

MB: Did most of the people on his staff enjoy wogkior him and get along with him well?
EB: Ohyes, oh yes.

MB: Were there any problems?

EB: No.

MB: And there was no conflict of political views &ve

EB: No, no.

MB: What was the most difficult part of his persatyaio get along with?

EB: There was nothing difficult about his personatis/far as I'm concerned.



MB: You said he, you didn’t notice that he wouldedss temper too often, so that wasn't ...?
EB: No, no.

MB: When he was governor, | mean, you were in tage3touse during this time, what was
the atmosphere in the State House like?

EB: Well, we didn’t get out around the State Housertaich, we were so busy in the office.
But it was friendly. Even though he was a newypattwas friendly. People respected him.

MB: After he left, did it change? Did you, becayea were still there after he went down to
the Senate.

EB: Yes.
MB: So how did the transition, what was that like?

EB: The transition was, let's see, he was followeddfycourse Bob Haskell was in there for
five days, and | was the only office girl that stdyon with him.

MB: Oh, really?

EB: And then Governor [Clinton] Clauson came in, &nas the same. It was much easier
going because he was not a businessman like Muglge And then when John Reed, | think he
was the next one that came in, total change. Ydwitdspeak to Democrats. | was walking
down the hall one day, | stopped to talk with soneedown the hall, and John Reed’s executive
secretary came along and saw me talking with a @eaho When | got back in the office she let
me have it. She says, “We are a Republican officewe do not talk with Democrats.” | said,
“But they pay my salary and if one of them wantsag ‘hello’ to me and pass the time of day,
I’m not going to snub them.”

MB: Muskie wasn't like that.
EB: Not at all, not at all. No.

MB: | guess he must have had to be more interagiitbethe Republicans, seeing as how he
was the only Democrat there.

EB: Yes, yes.
MB: With the Executive Council, what was his relasbip with them like?
EB: It was good. Of course they had their disagredsn@hen it came to naming somebody to

a particular committee. The Republicans, it wa&apublican. They’d have who they wanted
and he’d have who he wanted; they'd have to comm®mAnd they did, they got along well.



MB: You said he was very business, very much likesanessman. What do you mean?
Could you describe what you mean?

EB: Well, he knew procedures. He had the backgroum Governor Clauson, of course he
was commissioner of internal revenue service, Ithink he relied on his underlings, maybe |
should say, (but it's not the right word), to caory. He relied on them a lot. And Muskie, he
didn’t use them, which is what he’s supposed tobdo also he knew what was going on, and
I’'m not sure that Governor Clauson was that mucaraw | don’t mean he was out of it, or
anything like that, but he was more of a, enjoyedgbe | guess more.

MB: You mentioned also that you stayed on for BobKe#'s five days in office. Why did no
one else stay on? What was the circumstances?

EB: He didn't need them. See, it was a transitibtuskie left early so he could get committees
or whatever in Washington, and so there was no oéid | remember he dictated one letter to
me and he said, “Read it back.” And then he s&@des that sound humble enough?” which is
very typical of him. And it's a side of him thagégple didn’t know.

MB: How well did you know him [Bob Haskell]?

EB: Well, he'd been senate president for quite aeylsib we were on speaking terms, you
know.

MB: So what was his, he wasn’t normally humble, @nas?

EB: No, not normally, he didn’t come across that wByt underneath he was, | think, he was
like that @nintelligible word).

MB: Was his relationship with Muskie a good one?

EB: Yes. Of course they clashed once in a while pvecedures or whatever, but, yes, it was a
good working relationship.

MB: Do you know if Muskie was particularly close ivanyone other than Marjorie
Hutchinson in the office?

EB: Well, | think he and Maury Williams were quiteose. Offhand, | don’t think of anyone
else right now.

MB: How did Muskie’s time as governor, and the afphese that you described, a kind of
openness and, you know, everyone trying to getgaéo getting used to the newness, how did
that compare with past governors who had been trefoze?

EB: Well, | don’'t know because | hadn’t worked foispgovernors. But | know they were
friendly, | guess, because if you walk in and duhe State House and they were going over to



the Blaine House, they always spoke. All excem, dre’'d just walk by and not see a peon. But

MB: Who was that?
EB: That was [Horace] Hildreth. But Governor Crobsagys spoke and had a smile.

MB: And this was your experience when you were waykn the Education Department,
right?

EB: Yes, yes.
MB: What did the other people in the State Housel|dgislators both Republican and
Democratic, do you remember any legislator sticlangin your mind as having, you know, a

real positive or a real negative reaction or relahip with Muskie?

EB: No, I don’'t. You know, Louis Jalbert thought\was his major confidante, but everybody
took Louis with a grain of salt.

MB: What was his position?
EB: He was one of the legislators.
MB: And he and Muskie were close, then?

EB: No, they weren'’t close, but | mean, Louis thoutatt he should advise anybody and
everybody [ think.

MB: How did Muskie deal with that?
EB: Oh, fine. He rode along with it. No, he gotrajovith everyone that | can recall.

MB: When he was running for Senate, during that eagmptime, how was the office
functioning and getting along during that time?

EB: Well, it got along fine because politics and camgp were supposed to be divorced, and
they were, you know, you don’t do any campaignirognt the office.

MB: Was he out of the office a lot, though?

EB: I'm sure he was. As | say, | can't recall litttengs like that, but I'm sure he had to be on
the road some.

MB: When he was running, was there kind of a sehserdgidence that he would get the ...?

EB: Yes, | think so. , | think so.



MB: So were the people in the office kind of neryausndering what was going to happen
with their jobs at all?

EB: Idon't think so.

MB: Because you said you were one of the only oresstayed on, right, after ...?
EB: Just for the five days with Governor Haskell.

MB: Right. And then did people come back then?

EB: Yes, yes.

MB: Oh, okay. So out of all the people in the @fiwho actually continued to work in the
State House with you after Muskie went down to ...?

EB: In the governor’s office?

MB: Yeah.

EB: All of them except Marjorie Hutchinson, becauke went to Washington with him. And
Governor Clauson, of course, had his own execsteeetary who had worked for him in
internal revenue, who was also his niece.

MB: But did Floyd Nute, did he continue?

EB: Yes, he did.

MB: He continued as the ...

EB: AsIrecall, he did. You know, it's so long ag@an’'t remember everything.

MB: Right, right. What about Maury Williams?

EB: Seems like Maury went to Washington with Muskiet I'm not sure, | can’t remember.

MB: Did, when he parted for Washington, did everykiné of part on good terms and
support?

EB: Oh, yes.
MB: Did you stay in contact with him at all after\went to Washington?

EB: Well, not him and me, no, no, there was no reason mean, after all he’s a United States
Senator and I’'m a secretary.



MB: What did, how did your experience in the Stateisé as a secretary change after he had
left? Was it basically the same?

EB: Oh, yes, the same.

MB: Did you, you stayed in the same office and yad the same responsibilities?
EB: Yes, yeah.

MB: What did you, did you follow what was going enwashington?

EB: Yes, | think more since | knew him. , | was mareare of what was going on, how his
name was publicized quite a bit.

MB: And what did you think of everything that happdfi

EB: Well, everything was favorable for him. He wasgportant | think down there.
MB: What did you think of his environmental andthi things that he supported?
EB: Oh, | think it's excellent. | think he made agt impact on that.

MB: How do you think he did that? How do you ththk people of Maine over all responded
to what he was doing?

EB: 1think they agreed with him and thought he wamd a good job.

MB: Now, in 1968, were you still working in the affi at that time?

EB: Sixty-eight, who was governor in ‘68?

MB: That was the ...

EB: Well, yes. , | stayed there until the middle ainigley.

MB: Oh, wow.

EB: Longley’s term.

MB: So what year, so what would that, you did ‘54lwhat year?

EB: Oh, | can’'t remember. Was it, four with Muskidon’t know offhand.

MB: But you, were you, when Humphrey and Muskie waraing for president and vice
president, were you aware of what was going on?



EB: Oh, yes.
MB: And did you support that ticket as well?
EB: Yes.

MB: Were there any issues that you can remembeifispélg that you disagreed with Muskie
about?

EB: No, I don’t think of any.

MB: When the Humphrey-Muskie ticket was up, a lop@dple didn’t support it, even
Democrats, because the Humphrey, Humphrey’s pasitith everything that was going on in
Vietnam beforehand. Did that impact you at all?

EB: No, no.

MB: Is there any issue that you can remember thatgally said, “The Republicans are really
right on this one?”

EB: No, | don’t think so. None that | recall.

MB: And when you retired from the, from your workila¢ State House, was that your
retirement? Were you ...?

EB: No, no, | went from, see | worked for seven dife governors counting Governor
Haskell, and in the, | worked for Governor Longhagybe four or five months and then |
decided I'd like to move on. So | went to the Rlef House office, and then | went, | retired.
And when Rodney Quinn was appointed SecretaryateShe took me out of retirement and
made me the Deputy Secretary of State. And | gtélyere, was it four or eight years? , | can’t
remember. I've been retired seven or eight yeavs n

MB: So you went from working at the State HouseMvuat was your next position?

EB: The Clerk of the House. Still in the State House

MB: Oh, now what's the responsibilities of the Clefkhe House?

EB: Well, | was his secretary that oversaw all tHeeotsecretaries; just another secretarial job.
MB: Was it much different from, was the atmosphevemdifferent?

EB: Oh yes, yes, it was not the responsibilities ytwat get in the governor’s office.

MB: What type of responsibilities?



EB: It was typing, typing. This was strictly lettec®rrespondence for various legislators that
chose to use the secretarial pool.

MB: And what was the reason that you changed pasfio
EB: | was just unhappy with things the way they were.

MB: Was it just, kind of, you'd been doing it foilotéong, or were you having conflicts with
L2

EB: No, there was a lot of unhappy people in theceffvhen Longley was governor because his
sister was the kind that, if | was talking on thpe, she’d listen. If you and | were standing
close together talking, she’d come up with a noté&lend listen to what you saidnjntelligible
word) And | said, | didn’t need that, | could retireyatime. So | chose to leave and | was asked
to work in the Clerk of the House office.

MB: What was his sister doing in the office?

EB: She was his administrative assistant, executeeetary or whatever the title might be.

MB: Had you had problems like that with any of tfi@eo governors?

EB: Oh no, no indeed.

MB: That sounds quite irritating. So you went te @lerk of the Office position, yes, you
went to the Clerk position ...

EB: Clerk of the House.

MB: ... Clerk of the House, and then after that geired, and you were still living on your
farm.

EB: Iretired, but | didn’t stop working.
MB: So what'd you do?

EB: And before | did get through, Rod Quinn askedton@ork in the secretary of states’ office
with him. So | stayed there until | retired.

MB: So, now what was your position working in therséary of state’s office?
EB: It was secretarial.

MB: But how was that different?



EB: Well, it's really not different, except | was jusorking for him and him only, and | had
guite a bit of responsibility, but that, you kngwst routine office work.

MB: What was he like?

EB: Excellent. Very smart man, just like Muskievd'worked with some very intelligent
people.

MB: |don’t think I'm familiar with what he did. W4t exactly, he was the secretary of state,
obviously, right?

EB: Yeah. Actually it's called the Department of t8tebut the secretary of state, and under that
is Motor Vehicle and corporations and various otjreups.

MB: So, when you retired you retired to your fanfou’ve lived on the farm your whole life,
right?

EB: Yes.

MB: Did you continue to have, to do all the workk&p up the farm?

EB: Oh no, because my father had passed away. At did what | could to keep it up. | had
a brother living next door who helped; he had agimerest in the farm. So, it's still standing.
Still a roof over the house.

MB: Is it still producing milk and all of that?

EB: Oh, noindeed, no, no. When my father was sielgat rid of the cattle.

MB: But you must have a lot of land up there, then.

EB: Quite a bit, yeah.

MB: Now that you've retired, what do you do?

EB: 1tell people | shovel in winter and mow the lawrthe summer. But | do have a fairly
large garden. , | have a friend who helps me, hatig about it.

MB: You said that you come down to Augusta often.
EB: Yes, | have friends here and, just business tiggendly trips.
MB: Now, were, did you stay in touch with any of yéuends from high school?

EB: Oh yes, because they live around me.



MB: Have you remained political at all?

EB: | never was political. That's why | worked footh parties, because | was very non-
political.

MB: Was that typical? Or was that kind of odd?

EB: Very unusual for any one person to work for bodinties.

MB: How did it seem different when you were workingone party versus the other party?
EB: Well, as far as | was concerned, | didn't makdifferent because | was, | didn't talk out of
the office. When 1 left the office that was it,thimg was discussed about anything, nothing was
discussed, period. So, | did my day’s work, arat thas it.

MB: Sounds like a good attitude probably. In yogpinmn ---, let me switch tapes first.

End of Sde One
Sde Two

MB: In your opinion, what was one goal or changé khaskie most wanted to make through
politics?

EB: 1don’'t know. Of course when he went to Washamgit was environmental for one thing.
But state -wise, | don’t remember anything in aar.

MB: Do you remember any of the major projects tleatdally seemed to catch himself up in
and get really involved with?

EB: No, I don’t offhand. , I'm sorry.
MB: That's okay. When he was governor, was hel ana@ironmentally aware? Did he show
an interest in that area at that time?

EB: Oh, | believe so, but we didn’t have a DepartnwdriEnvironmental Protection then, so it
would just go along with all the other problemdiud state.

MB: The state at that time had, | mean, there wasd logging, right?
EB: Yes.

MB: And, was Muskie in support of that, or did hersgreally environmentally aware even
then and wanting to stop all of than{ntelligible word)?

EB: | don’t think it was an issue then. There wasis'tmuch logging as there is now. There’s
not the big companies, there wasn’t the big comgmim Maine that there is now. So, no, |
don’t think he was involved that much.



MB: There was the highway issue, moving the highwaat was his stance on that?

EB: Well, there again, | don’t remember. I'm suresipported the interstate, he would have to
really. But other than that, he wanted to imprtheeroads. He was all for highway
improvement, but | don’t remember any particulay issue.

MB: Were taxes ever an issue in Maine?

EB: Taxes are an issue all the time.

MB: | never heard anyone really talk about the $axé in Maine.

EB: I'm sure it was an issue back when he was govebud | don’t remember any particular
item.

MB: Is there anything else that you might want td,axt can you think of any strange stories
about him?

EB: 1don't think so, no. It's so long ago for oreng. But no, | don't think of anything,
except that he was an excellent boss and workinglifthe governors was an excellent
education.

MB: What do you think you learned most working ie State House?

EB: Keep my mouth shut.

MB: Politics, right?

EB: Yes, politics, yeah.

MB: Were there, do you remember any scandals tipgtetmed?

EB: Not involving the office. There was of course tlyquor scandal, which was outside the
office, and | don’t remember the details of thatvhbut that was a big thing at one time.

MB: Did that affect the office at all?

EB: No, no, it didn't.

MB: Did the, I just thought of something | wantedagk. Did the legislators, when the various
other governors that you worked for were in offites legislators outside of that, did they
always have good relationships with the governarsyas there ever a governor where the

legislators from either party were just kind ofdjkyou know?

EB: No, | think there was a good relationship. législator wanted to see the governor, no



matter what his party, they saw him. But, wehbuldn’t say that. | know one man, a member
of the Executive Council, called me from his homeny home. Because, see, after Reed was
governor, | wasn't the appointment secretary amgés, and he couldn’t get in to see the
governor. He wanted to know if there was anythioguld do to get him to see the governor. It
was just a small thing, but it was politics, stgigiolitics.

MB: What was Reed’s position? He was a legislator?

EB: He was governor.

MB: Oh, he was the governor. So who was trying 7o .

EB: One of the members of the Executive Council.

MB: Oh really, and they were having trouble getangappointment.

EB: Yeah, getting in to see him. And they shouldehagcess to him, certainly, because they
were right next door, but he couldn’t do it. Oseehe was calling for a friend. | can’t remember
exactly now, but, it was important enough to hincédl from his home to my home, which is
very unusual.

MB: Okay. Thank you so much.

EB: Well, you're welcome.

End of Interview
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