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Biographical Note

Charles Thomas Butera was born in Bangor, Mainklay 6, 1923 to Carmella (Capascagno)
and Lorenzo Butera. His parents were Sicilian inramgs who came to the United States in the
early 1900s. Charlie grew up on Hancock Stre®&angor, attended John Bapst High School,
and graduated from Bangor High School with thestz#s1941. He enlisted in the Navy, and
served from 1941 to 1945. When he returned fragrstirvice, he worked until he could buy an
apartment building. When he was able to savdle fiiore, he began operating a restaurant in
Bangor. He eventually owned seventeen rental ptiegan the Bangor area. He became
involved with the Democratic Party in Maine, andsveakey organizer in the predominantly
Republican Penobscot County of Maine. After foamtgears of activism, he became frustrated
with party activities. Although remaining Democraé stopped his involvement in Maine party
politics.

Scope and Content Note
Interview includes discussions of: Democratic PartiPenobscot County; building the

Democratic Party; Baldacci family; Bob Baldacci; ik Democratic Party in the 1950s;
Hancock Street in Bangor; diversity in Bangor; apis on the Democratic Party in 2001; Ed



Muskie; John Barry; Dick and Madelin Kiah; Joe Bette; Frank Coffin; traits of a good leader;
John Baldacci; and Bill Cohen.
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Transcript

CharlesButera: ... good turnout. And then that, and | wrattcles to théBangor Daily

News. At that time Kalil Ayoob was the desk, city editand he was good with me, he was a
good boy. And any time I'd bring anything to hiespecially in them years when everything

was Republican, you know, nobody, Democrat wastg diord, really and truly. So he printed,

| have a scrapbook here with, from the gettingaip point here, see, 'Democrats ask for recount
on the vote ballot', and then, here, this is Cgktrhere, that's Eddie Cox right there. He passed
away years ago.

Jeremy Robitaille:  Okay, here's you and, who's this?

CB: I think her name was Bamford, | can't rememlfne was, she worked for the city, but,
her picture should be here, her name could be Hea¢herine, yeah, Katherine Marsden, she
was a county committeewoman. Then from there ltw@nrganize the good Democratic
committee, and we had a meeting in Lewiston, $d&t@ocratic committee meeting, and went to
that. And would you believe by that time | had at®even or eight fellows that come with me
to the caucus in Lewiston? | believe it was Leanst And one of the fellows says, “I'm going to
nominate you for chairman of county committee $ays, “I don't want to be county committee
chairman.” He says, “Oh, we got the most peopte Be we might as well nominate you for it.”
Well, they had, it was firmly entrenched at thatet by the Democrats in Old Town, because
they were the only ones that paid attention toadmocratic Party. But we had Alex Latno, he
was the rep, a hell of a good boy, he was a reptatbee, and then there were a couple or three
fellows, Paul Dufour and Joe Binnette, they werehencommittee. But they had about five or
six at that committee, but we had about eight neniSo Mark nominated me as chairman of the
city committee, so, | mean of the county commitee®] of course that was seconded, and | had
the votes, | had one extra vote, so | become catortymitteeman.

Then we got back into Bangor and they was raisiaink because they wanted to have a
reelection, because it wasn't fair, there werardugh people there. So this time we had maybe
about fifty or sixty people, and they had, theres\gmme sounds like: Razor Crosbin), God rest

his soul, he was also being nominated, and | tAlek Latno was nominated because he was a
prior county committeeman. So, then | was nomihat/ell, at a point there, of course, we had
it in Brewer and | had the strength because thatwaarea there, so Razor said, well | want,
no, Alex said, no Razor says, “I'll throw my voted_atno, so all you people that vote for me
vote for him.” Well, | got in there by one voteltecome chairman of the committee.



So then, at that time, prior to that | was chairrafithe city committee, and Bob Baldacci, John
Baldacci's father, was the vice chairman. Sod ko, | says, “I'm going to run for, | was
nominated for chairman and so you take over themlaaship of the city committee and I'll just
take care of this here.” So he was, | think he svgear or so on the city committee. Then |
wanted him to be with me on the county committeelDale (or Jay?) Lockland, God rest his
soul, he, | told him, | says, “When the time corhiésays, “I want you to nominate Bob
Baldacci for vice chairman of the county committelle says, “Okay, Charlie.” So he gets up
and he says, “I'd like to nominate Bob 'Badakki'fce chairman.” I'll never forget that, really
and truly. Instead of Baldacci. | says, “It waaldacci.” “Well, how do you pronounce it?” |
says, “Forgetit. So everyone knew the name angoh it anyway. So we went from there.

Then, | was in there for about two terms | gudssntl become committeeman, state
committeeman from Penobscot County. And | wasetifier about a couple of terms. And we
were, | was an alternate to the Chicago conventiatipnal convention.

JR: In'68, right?

CB: In'68, yeah. And that's how it, we had, |'t&now, | dare say, | organized something
like fifty-four towns that never had any Democratsll in there. They had people in there, but
they had no committees, no nothing, so we orgartpaamittees and chairmen and so forth.
Then the first year, | had one person in PenobSoonty, nobody in the city of Bangor running
for the legislature, and it looked lousy, you knovou read the, go over to the Republican side
and you see seventeen names, you know, plus fosesrom Bangor, at that time there was
four legislators from Bangor, and one Democratte@whole sheet of paper. So | run around
hassling and hustling, getting people, like | tthidm, “Well just give me a name, that's all |
want, you know, just so, allow me to put your nammehe ballot.” Well I'll never make it.

Well, regardless of whether you win, it looks abetter to find that Republicans do have a little
bit opposition. So | did, after about a coupleyedrs | did fill the ticket up, we had seventeen
members there. And in fact, one of them there ftagrange, he got elected. Of course Ba-,
Old Town always had elected him, they always h&emnocrat, Alex Latno was in there for
years. So that's how it transpired over therghahthere.

Then after that, we, well | continued with the Demradgic Party for about twelve or fourteen
years and devoted ninety-nine point nine percentyfime to the Democratic Party. And |
swear that if | had devoted that same amount & tomyself, | would have been sitting pretty
today, I'd have been a multi-millionaire. And Fat joking. Just between you and I, 1 am a
millionaire right now. But this was all after, afttwelve years of the fruitful years being taken
away for the Democratic Party, and what did | reeérom the Democratic Party? That, a big
fat zero, you know? And this is the thing, I'm tmt happy with the Democratic Party, never
have been ever since that, you know.

| have nothing against the people that are runmog, especially, now that John Baldacci, to
give you a good example. John, | remember hirmasfant, as a baby, when he was born, you
know, because his father and | we chummed arougether. And my wife and | always used to



go over and visit him at the home there at tha¢tigpou know. And all the boys, even Bobby,
the oldest boy, | remember him as an infant, yoovknSo we go back a long ways. And | think
that had, because like John would tell me, he'sittiag up there, upstairs, laying in bed there
and listening to Bob and | discuss the DemocradityR so it may have had a little influence on
him. Now the result is that Peter is an attormey] he's county commissioner, and then his
brother Joey, him | don't know too well becauss hest, he was the, well, he was born maybe
about five or six years later, you know. But Jd&g/s on the city council, so all of them have
done well politically, you know. Thank God for thaAnd they're all good boys, every one of
them, very, very good boys. The only one that nee¢ved in politics was Bobby, you know.
But he's a hell of a good boy, he went into develept instead, you know, which | think he took
the best route, to be honest to God truthful wiah.yBecause it, it is, it creates a lot of
bitterness, you know.

| was one bitter person for a while, until | gogaid to myself, “I can't get any more bitter than
this.” So all it was, all that time now, busting imump, nothing but a wart healer, a glorified
wart healer, you know what | mean? | wrote, | yuss$ going through my annals here, there's
twelve letters here that | wrote to His Holinesd,Muskie, asking for a little bit of help with
something. Every one of them were rejections. IWey want this, well it's up to the council,
or something this, at that time we had the couBkit. you know, that's a lot of bullshit, just
between you and I, because you could say, “Welhrit so and so in there.” Well let's see, well
| don't think we want him in there. Okay, but ywan't get your man in there. When his name
comes up, I'm going to axe it, you know what | nfea®o that's well, and he'll go on. But
everyone that was affiliated with the DemocratictyPthat were kissing ass with him got what
they wanted. But | wasn't that kind of a person.

On his second, at that time, it was two years,tetetwo years as governor, and this was the first
time since Governor Brann was in office that we agbemocratic] governor. And on the day
prior to that, it was on a Sunday, he had to haeenames in by Monday, | had garnered
something like ten thousand names on a petitiohifarto run as governor, you know. So |
brought it over to Waterville, these things you ‘titay away, they stay right with you, | brought

it over to Waterville, and they had a little smadluse there, that's when he was an attorney, and |
knocked on the door and he's in there with a coophaiddies of his, you know, drinking booze,
you know. And, “Ed,” | says, “I got your papersYeah, okay, wait a minute, I'll be right out.
Didn't have the common decency to say, well, stepome in, you know. And yet, | knew Don
Nicoll was there as one of them, and another gayt wasn't Don Nicoll, it wasn't Don Nicoll.
This kid was from Waterville, this kid was from Weatille. Of course he's not a kid any more,
he's still alive, but he was, he became, he gaipgointment as a chairman of the committee,
you know, that was an elected committee, what that committee there? My- had a tiff with
them once. The committee that has to do with moles there. Public- Public Utilities
Commission, is it?

JR: Perhaps, I'm not sure, but okay, Public Ugti

CB: Yeah, that's what it is. But they had, whemeke electric companies wanted to come up
for a raise or something, increase in the wageraréase in the things there, they would have to



go to the commission and that had to authorizsit, know. So he became ch-, not a chair, |
don't think a chair, but he was a member of tatyway, he got, he took care of those that he
wanted to take care of, you know. But you woulbetieve the amount of time, truly wouldn't
believe the amount of time that | spent with therDeratic Party in organizing it in this area
alone. And as | said, | think, | think we orgamaehink something like fifty-two or fifty-four
towns that never had anything in there, you kn®&uit like | said, the important thing is whether
we make it or not, that's not so important. Thpontant thing is to put before the public the fact
that there is such a thing as a Democratic Partiyarstate of Maine. Well, you see what the
results are. The Democratic Party has taken ower now the Democrats are on the top and
Republicans are on the bottom. And whether tlagsod thing or not, | really don't know, that's
the honest to God truth. But this is a good exarhglre. This is Alex Lapneau right there.

JR: Okay, yeah, all the way to the right.

CB: These are, this is a scrapbook that | had wheas -

JR: Involved in it?

CB: And this is another scrapbook here, that | Here. These are the letters -
JR:  Wow, you really kept track of everything.

CB: Ohyes, I did. And these are the lettercéneed, | got twelve letters from Muskie, six
letters from Frank Coffin, one from Roger Dube, @moen Steve Mitchell, one from senator

from Georgia, Richard Russell, and four from KentByone from Dennis Roberts, he was the
governor of Rhode Island, and one from Jim Olitieree from Bill Hathaway, five from Bill
Hathaway, one from Estes Kefauver, one from Avétdlriman, and three from Clinton
Clauson, one from Adlai Stevenson, and one fronm ¥#mnedy, he was senator of
Massachusetts at that time there. In fact, hersenhe used to send me a card every year. Of
course that was political, but | got a beautifudtpre of him and his wife here that he sent me
also for Christmas, you know, when he was a sendtbat was before he was elected governor,
| mean elected president.

And so the result was that after all this time aldhis work, and all this depriving myself of the
niceties, devoted to the Democratic Party, | reegi@bsolutely nothing, you know. Not even a
thank you. In fact, speaking of His Holiness, winengot, we had a rally here in Bangor one
time, that's when Jim, Jim Oliver was congressman,know. And of course you had, the thing
is that, | was disturbed about his, what's moreoirtgmt, for you to give him ten bucks, or for
you to give him a hundred hours, you know what &nfe You can't buy a hundred hours, even
at a buck an hour then, that's a hundred buckssgewhat | mean? But no matter how much
work was done, it was past, it didn't mean for imgh But all those that give him a hundred
bucks or ten bucks or twenty bucks, they all gobgnition. So one time we were at this rally
and he got up and made a big speech there, aral/bel svant to thank so and so, and | thank so
and so, | thank so and so. Never any mention aefli@Butera. So then Jim Oliver got up and
he mentioned how appreciative he was for everythimagd done for him, because he was



running, and he was from the first district nowthiog to do with me. So, and then he told me,
he says, “l was just so upset,” he says, “thaafioyou did for him that he wouldn't say one good
word about you, you know.” He says, “So | just badtep in and | had to say something.” you
know. Even though | had nothing to do with himhat first district, you know. But these things
are upsetting, you know.

And then all the letters | wrote to him, and fiyaffinally | think after about two or three years,
of course things were hard then, | was making psaabsolutely nothing, | mean nothing, but
nothing. So | tried to apply for a position. By@osition, either | was, whether the
gualifications were there or not he didn't knowt the important thing is that it had to be
accepted by the council. So he would give it sdbuncil. If | asked him a question about
something pertaining to something else, like tlagesivas takingupintelligible word) my

father's farm, | wrote him when he was senator ati@i, and he said he'll send it to the proper
sources and they'll take care of it.

| had a friend of mine that | grew up with that veaBolish gent by descent. And he was in
WWII and he got bombed, he was a bomber, navigatesimber. He got dropped twice. And
the second time, he didn't break his leg but it,ascouldn't use it, he had to have a cane and
stilts on the damn thing. So he wanted to getTidgus, and he wanted to know if there was
anything, because at that time | was still with Bremocratic Party, if there was anything | could
do to help him, you know. | says, “Well I'll writeletter to Ed,” you know, and see, “where
you're especially a countryman, maybe he'll do sbimg for you.” So | write a beautiful letter
to Ed, tell him about this friend of mine. Thid,tais is true. He and his brother, when the war
broke out, they had a service station. At thaetthmat was big stuff, you know. They sold the
service station and jumped into the service totfightheir country. Then, this is what
happened to Joe, and now he's got to go to Tograube it's bothering him something fierce
and they can't seem to find a bed for him, you kn@ws he writes me back and he says, “Well,”
he said, “I don't know why he can't write to me béth, why you have to write.” Because | told
him he was of Polish descent, same backgroundargtling, and he come from the same type
of living, | mean he came, poor section you knalee lour father and yourself, you know.

“So,” he says, “if he's interested why don't hetevfor himself?” In the meantime, | had written
one to Margaret Chase Smith also, but not mentipthie fact that he was Polish or anything
like that, just what he'd done for his country. IM&he wrote back, and she says, “I appreciate
that you're taking that interest in this friendyoirs, Mr. Butera, and you tell your friend that
there is a bed waiting for him at Togus right novahe called them right up and got a bed for
him. And | says, so, so he says to me, “Can | liaese letters, Charlie?” And | says, “Sure,
Joe.” | says, here, | says, | give him the onenf@hase Smith, you know. And he says, “Could
| have the one from Muskie, too?” | says, “Whatydo want to do with that?” He says, “l want
to wipe my ass with it.” That's a fact, this ig tBod honest truth, you know.

But, and it's funny how life is, but he went to Tsgand he wasn't admitted immediately. Like |
say, he was, he could get around with it, it was$ junder severe pain, so they told him that he
couldn't, he had a sister lived there, Augustal ge'visit his sister and be back about five
o'clock and they'd be all ready for him, you knode was walking across the street there, the
main street there, and he got hit and it killed.hi&o, that's too bad, how things happen.



But this is, these things, the ramifications areftdd, when you get right down to it. Especially
they have been with me. | mean, | know that déste done things for the Democratic Party and
they've gotten something back. But all | put irsvine and money, you know, and got
absolutely nothing. And that's why I'm not toolerged with the Democratic Party. I've been a
staunch Democrat, but that's principle, that haking to do with conditions, you know. And |
have been ever since, actually ever since | wdd because my father, he was a Democrat, and
my mother was, and | guess given the backgrourtd thas in, it was a Democratic background
at that time. So I've always been involved with Bemocratic Party, and | still think it's a great
party, although we're getting a lot of jackasseth@re now. And I'll be honest with you, as far
as [William J.] Clinton is concerned, | did not gdbr Clinton, neither time. | don't care for that
type of individuals, you know. It's too bad. Ahdidn't vote for [Albert] Gore either, for the
simple reason that he was a henchman, you knovad e&an though, so I'm a little older and a
hell of a lot wiser now than | was then, and | ot you bust your ass and you do something to
help the other person, when the time comes andeydatvn and out he'll be right up here to give
you a helping hand. But that's the other way adowVhen the time come to help out, he's right
there to shove you deeper into the ditch, you kndWis is what's discouraging.

And that's the way life is anyway, you know, | jdgtin't understand that at that time. | thought
that you did good, well my mother, God rest hed salways taught me, you do good and people
will reciprocate and do good to you. But it's nedilly that way. Same thing as, | was taught to
be honest, and that's the route to go to. But #gain, you wonder. The guys like this
[Timothy] McVeigh, he's going to be a hero, you wnoThey just killed him, he finally got
euthanized, but look at all he's done and loolkwht's paying for the lawyers that he's got now,
at about two hundred dollars an hour? We're palgng. Why? Why? The guy's guilty. He
wanted to die, now they want to, it's a wondeidht think they were going to kill him, |
thought they'd carry it on and on and on, you kn@ut this is the way our system is today.
And it's up to people like yourself to make therapes, and | hope that you're wise enough to
study the past and find out what transpired.

It's like, one thing is, there's no reason why tveusd have wars today. If anybody could read or
write and they find out, read especially, and tread the books, history books way back to
ancient times and saw what is garnered by all thess, just, life, | mean life's being taken

away and then they find out it's not worth it. i#®'s not worth a few shekels that they're going
to pick up. But they're still doing it. Nobodyalms, you know. The power of the buck is
unforeseeable, unforeseeable. But it's somethijugsés you have to live with.

That's what discourages me, is that people dewltlyrdon't understand. And one of my
philosophies is that there are ten thousand indai&] of the ten thousand you got one brilliant
individual, and of that same ten thousand you'wentgyybe a hundred intelligent individuals, and
all the others are just trash, they're just ignbfaols who go along with what you say. “Hey,
vote for this.” “Why?” “Because I'm telling you.”Oh, okay.” You know what | mean? You
don't know what you're doing, you don't know whatiye doing. Or else, like down South
there, they give him a cigarette, say, here, vatesd and so, it's vote for Gore, here's a cigarett
So they vote for Gore. Gee, | don't know. But th#te way life is, that's the way it is.



But as far as Ed Muskie, I've known him ever sinedirst started, and | was very impressed
with the man in the very beginning because | tholighwould make a good leader, but then |
come to, especially because of his back problemmie to find out that he was just like the rest
of them. Once he got to get in there, they tetl,HiEd, forget the people you know, go with us,
stay with us, the big wheels, you know, and justfistine rest of them.” And that's what he did.
Me especially, me he did shaft, really and truly.

JR: When did you first meet him, like when was yétst interaction with him?
CB: Oh, back in the forties, back in the forties.
JR: Really, when he was in the legislature, or betbat?

CB: Yeah, he was in the legislature then, yes.nTteedecided, | think it was, what was it, '5-,
'48 when he was elected the first year, | think?

JR: No, maybe '46.

CB: It may have been '50.

JR: Are you talking about for governor?
CB: Maybe '50, yeah, the first time.

JR: For governor it was '54.

CB: It was '54 then?

JR: Yeah, yeah.

CB: Okay. Well, I met him before that, becauseabwit was in the forties that | was chairman
of the city committee, and that's when | starteddimg up the Democratic Party in Penobscot
County. And fortunately the other counties follalsuit and did the same thing, you know,
otherwise we couldn't have done it with Penobsaatr®y alone. But that's the first time that we
ever elected a governor in Penobscot County forsyaad years and years and years, you know.
But it was through hard work, you know, and adbinterested individuals that believed that
was a future in the Democratic Party. And it waseasy thing to convince them, you know, and
especially when you had nothing to offer them, konaw, all you're going to get out of it is to
say that you belong to the same party as the govéelongs to, that's all, you know. But no
reward, nothing | could offer them. And in facs,far as money was concerned I, what | did my
first year as the chairman of the local committsy, committee, | went around to all those that
had been firmly entrenched, that were in there wvBremn nominated them for positions, federal
positions and so forth, and | dunned them for alfesks. | got a hundred bucks from Connors,
and a hundred bucks from, | can't remember her maovwe she was a clerk of courts. And they



come along good, you know.
JR: Was it Catherine Hickson?

CB: Hickson, Catherine Hickson, that's right. Alikk, who was it, who was the marshal.
Was it Connors?

JR: I'm not sure.

CB: Anyway, the marshal there, he told me, he sdjese's a hundred bucks, Charlie,” he
says, “put it in your pocket and spend it,” he sdlgecause that's the most you'll ever get out of
the damn Democratic Party.” But by God, he waktrigAnd | says, yeah, that's a week. So we
put it in the kitty there and placed advertisememd so forth for the candidates who were
running for public office, you know. But | didridok for anything for myself. | know there was
two or three people that were applying for posgianthe, federal positions, one was a mail
carrier, rural carrier, you know. And so | coulaMe just put my name in there and said the hell
with them, you know, but | wrote in and, for hinguyknow, and he got the job. But I figured
just, well, I'll work hard, form a good party andeeything, then when it's all firmly then maybe
my time will come. But it never came, it never @n¥You can't understand the bitterness that it
creates in an individual when you see this onargetthead and that one getting ahead and
you're still foundering around at fifteen centshair, you know. But that's what's, as far as Ed
Muskie is concerned, | can't say, | can't truly aayood word for him.

One year when he was going for the second, ulretdection -
JR: For governor, in '567?

CB: For governor, yeah, he, we, Bob Baldacci wdsast Millinocket. We did a good job in
getting all of the towns organized so that they &apbod rally there for him when he come
through, had it all figured out and everything. $éif and the committee worked for days to get
that all set up. So Bob Baldacci was over to BéBinocket, they had about two hundred
people there, you know. And next thing | knowet g phone call from Bob and he says,
“Charlie, where the hell's Ed?” | said, “Well heosild be along any minute now, Bob,” you
know. I'm up here in Millinocket at the banqueduyknow, they have a big banquet there, and
all of a sudden in walks Ed Muskie. | says, “Yaeh down to East Millinocket yet?” “No,” he
says, “I'm too tired.” | says, “Bullshit you'reddired, you get your ass back there.” | says,
“There's two or three hundred Democrats down theiéing for you,” | said, “It's not going to
look good if they get teed off and the press fiads” Well, he was too busy or too tired to come
up here. So he went, he says, “Okay,” told theestap, “let's go.” So John and I, God rest his
soul, he told me, he says, “Do you know that thas ¥he governor of Maine?” | says, “No, not
today, today he's a candidate for governor of Maiviesterday he was governor, tomorrow he'll
be governor, today when he's here in Penobscott@dugls campaigning, he's a candidate for
governor of Maine, and he better do it right,” yowow. Now | said, we got two hundred
people, Bob's sitting over there with two hundredgle, holding them together because the
governor's supposed to be coming in, you know,dp iknaking excuses. Well, he's on his way,



| just called up, he's on the way. Finally he mad®wn there. He got reelected.

But they were so shocked that | took that attitwit him. Well, the only thing is | figure that
maybe that's why | never got anyplace with him adose | treated him like a human being, like
another individual. 1 didn't treat him as a godaoything like that. To me he was, my mother
taught me one thing, she says, “Charlie,” she Sa&ler ever look up to any man because no
man is better than you are.” But in the same seertshe said, “Never, ever look down to any
man because no man, no matter if he's drunk aneljng he's no, he's just as good as you are.
So don't go thinking that you're better than hird kicking him. You look straight them in the
eyes, all of them, they're all equal, everybodgisae” And I've never forgotten that. And |
never allowed any son of a bitch that would comeug say to me, well, I'm bigger than you,
because nobody is bigger than me, nobody is anernell be Unintelligible phrase).

| remember one time there | had, | made a bid foeae of property in Bangor and | was the
winning bidder. So this fellow, a friend of mirteld me, he says, “Gee, it's too bad you lost that
bid.” | said, “What do you mean | lost that bid®ays, “I was the highest bidder on that.” He
says, “No,” he says, “one guy come in there antdtethe same bid as you.” So | says, “You're
crazy.” So | went down to City Hall, and the puashhg agent was the one that did all this, you
know, and | says, “How come?” | says, “That,” ob,Was sitting up therg@dints up]. And |

says, “By the way, come down off your pedestal emrtie down here and talk to me eye to eye,”
| says, “I'm not going to look up to no son of &hj” you know. So he came down, and | says,
“How come that he got the bid with exactly the sam®unt of money as | did?” He says,
“Well, you both, and | says, he wasn't even thengrotect his bid.” And so, well, he had a letter
that he had sent out two weeks before yours, yowkand it was the very same price. | says,
well how come that he got it? Well, the committegsed a coin, and he got the bid. So | went
to the committee meetings for about three or fones$ on that and every, this is God's truth,
every time that | was there they tabled it for hlext meeting. So that, finally that meeting, |
happened to have gotten the flu, | didn't go thanel, all of these people in that area went over in
my behalf, they pushed it in when | was gone, ttheyn't have the guts to do it with me there,
you know. Because it's atrocious how things ame, know, and that's probably because you're
trying to be an honest man, you know, and you wond/ where's it getting you. Of course, |
can't complain, there's a good Lord that's beemnl gath me, you know, and I'm well-to-do right
now, got set up perfectly, | don't need anythiBgit stop to think is how much more | would
have had, and how much deprivation | would hayeide myself (nterruption), and the
deprivation, the things that we deprived oursebfesny wife and I, trying to make ends meet,
you know, trying to get things together and inwgstely and properly so that in our old age we'd
have something to fall back on.

You know what | get a month for Social Security?

JR: Well, you may not want, like, the tape's rummgngo you don't have to, you don't have to
tell that to me.

CB: You know what | get for Social Security?



JR: You can keep that with yourself.

CB: Three hundred and ninety-one dollars a molvitu know what she gets? A hundred and
ninety-three. So imagine trying to live on thaddg. See, if | hadn't spent a little time on
myself, where the hell, you think | could go to bemocratic Party now and say, look, I'm only
getting five hundred dollars a month and | gotaeénsome help. They'd say, well tough, tough,
you know?

JR:  Well, if you'd, I'd really like to kind of stawith your childhood if we could, like talk
about you for a while and then kind of talk aboanBor. So, you know, just for, to be official,
this is June 11th, 2001, we're at the home of @karl Butera in Herman, Maine, and
interviewing is Jeremy Robitaille. And first, justr the record, could you state your full name
and spell it?

CB: Charles Thomas Butera. The last, this is B-B-R-A.
JR: Excellent. And when and where were you born?
CB: |was born in Bangor, May 5th, 1923.

JR: And what were your parents' names?

CB: Well, my father's name was Lorenzo Butera, mgdnother's maiden name was Carmela
Capascagno.

JR: Could you spell that please?
CB: C-A-P-A-S-C-A-G-N-O.
JR: And how did they come to live in Bangor?

CB: Well, my father's brother, this is the truthg the had two older brothers and they came to
Bangor before he got here. In fact, one of thesnuncle Ray, he started the seltzers. He had a
soda, bottling, on Hazel Street in Bangor, anddtedbottling company and they had bottled
soda, seltzer, with the seltzer, prior to that ttein't have that. So he started that in Bangor.
And then my Uncle Joe came down and they workeethmy, and they bought a farm in Carmel,
Maine, and it was about a hundred, | think it wédsiadred and fifty-two acres, the original
purchase. And my father came down, from ItalypirSicily, and they talked him into buying

the farm. So he bought the farm, and they solul ghace in Bangor and they went back to
Brooklyn and stayed in Brooklyn. So we were stheke, and all my relatives are all from
Brooklyn.

JR: And how about your mother?

CB: My mother, she was, she lived, they both livethe same town. So after my father was



here, | think it was nineteen either eleven onté¢an that he came here. But he called for her
anyway, and in 1922 she came from lItaly, by heiselthe ship. And | was born in 1923.

JR: Okay, so where, were you, were there a loikef $icilian and Italian immigrants who
came to the Bangor area, because Baldacci's also -

CB: No, no, Baldacci's not Sicilian.
JR: Okay, but is he Italian?

CB: Ohyes, he's Italian, yeah. | think there&om't whether it's Neopolitan or what it is. But
anyway, no, there was only one or two other Siedian Bangor at that time, and then they were
from (hame), and from Napoli, and from Rome and from all ovBut | came from Hancock
Street, and I'd say Hancock Street was the mago@f the City of Bangor. And anyone that
was of a foreign make up or so, ended up on HanStrdet. And you had, | think we had a lot
of Polish people, a lot of Lithuanians, a lot ofsRians, and we had Jews. All of the Jews from
Bangor settled on Hancock Street in the very beggyiryou know. That's why I, | learned an
awful lot because when | was a kid this friend afhen he was an Italian boy, and he and | were
the only two that belonged to the center, the Jewgnter. And they were all Jews in there.
Because we associated with a lot of the Jewish kimls know, we grew up with them, you
know. And that's one thing that we never had t&se race discrimination. No discrimination
at all, we were all, we had Frenchmen, we hadnest, we had Scotsmen, we had everything,
everything you could think of was there on tha¢ety you know. And not only one of them, but
a half a dozen of them, you know what | mean?

And we were all one great big, in fact we were famaily (unintelligible phrase) serving girl

there, well she's a woman now, she lived right gextr to me. And one day when | had the
restaurant she come in and she had a, years arslageg she had this boyfriend with her. She
says, “l want you to meet Charlie Butera, he'sangs, he's a member of the family.” And he
says, “Oh, you're Syrian?” | says, “No, I'm ItaliarBhe says, “No, he comes from Hancock
Street. We're all one big family.” And that iséruAnd | know another one is Jim Mooney, God
rest his soul, his sister lived up on the furthant of Hancock Street where it isn't so difficult,
you know. And instead of coming up State Street@mding down to go home, she'd come up
Hancock Street for the simple reason, she saitistteawouldn't have to worry about anybody
molesting her or anything. So she'd come up Han&bet. Anybody give her a hard time,
there was always somebody there to protect heish8delt secure coming up Hancock Street
rather than coming up State Street. See what | thdzsrause State Street was a busier place,
and they had a better class of people there, $ed¢cglou see. But this is where the background
started.

First job | had, | was the envy of the neighborhdodorked in the butcher shop. | was about
fourteen or fifteen years old, and | was makingé¢hdollars a week. Then the second job | had, |
worked for my godfather, | was working eighty hoaraieek and | was getting ten bucks a
week. And | was playing football at the same tirdend, you know, we say, well you can't go, |
went to Bapst, was playing football for Bapst, #imeh we had a skull practice coming up that



night so | told the coach, | says, | can't make gkull practice because my godfather told me
that | could play football, but during the aftermoanly, not at night, you know. So I says, “I'll
have one of the fellows get the plays and evergthimd explain them to me.” He says, “Well, |
don’t think we want to do that,” he says, “if yoant make it, turn in your uniform.” He says,
“We don't want any Hancock Street bums on our taayway.” And | says, “Okay buster, you
can stuff it.”

So | went right over to see, | was going to JohptBa said to him, | says, “I would like to
transfer to Bangor High.” “Why?” And I told hinHe says, “Well, I'll talk to this guy.” | said,
well let's be honest about this, | mean, you'regado talk to him. Oh yeah, we were, Eddie
Maroon and myself, he was a Syrian kid, and Eddélavas out tossing a ball back and forth,
away from the group, you know. And captain Folegneamver to me, he says, what were you
guys doing @nintelligible phrase), he would say, what are you doing over here,iptagut here,
why don't you get in there with them? | says, wbkky want us toufintelligible phrase), you
know? And they played for Bapst, they were go@yets, you know. So that got me a little
upset when | started analyzing the whole situat8ml says, “Brother, you think for one minute
that he's going to do anything for me?” The firshg he's going to say is, well, we're not in
there playing because we're not capable of dojngiut know. He says, “Well, maybe you're
right.” | says, “You better give me a transfelt.db to Bangor High School where I'll be
accepted,” you know. And | went to Bangor Highatth where | graduated. In fact | just, that's
where | was\nintelligible phrase). | was at the 60th, we're working on our 60thiaarsary.

JR: That's incredible. What were your parentsitigal views. | mean, you said that they
were Democrats?

CB: They were voters, Democrats, yeah.

JR: And how about religious views?

CB: Catholic, Roman Catholic.

JR: Okay, and like outside of voting, were they] thiey get involved in the community?

CB: No.

JR: No, stayed out of it.

CB: No, they were too poor then. And if you weoapthen you didn't belong to anything.
The only thing you associated with your own, yoownand that would be the conversations,
you know. My mother used to have a lot of henfde visit her all the time, you know, because
they had to go by our house to go downtown. Ewemgtwas by foot then, you know, didn't

have automobiles. They had them but they justdrouafford them. Not in my section anyway.

JR: What did they do for work, your parents?



CB: Well my father, | guess you'd say he was a é&apecause he, and my mother didn't work
at that time, the woman's place was in the homeyavit should have been, and that's because
all her kids turned out to be the way they arenkh@od, you know. There was seven in the
family and there's been no problem with the seveldien, you know. In fact, | lost my brother,
younger brother there about last July, he passeg.a®o of the seven of us there's still six of us
alive, and I'm the oldest. But, she always tawgtthe right thing, and that's important thing.
We got things at home that you could never gethénsichoolyard, you know, or from the teacher,
you know. And this is why I'm not an advocatelo$there child housekeeping or whatever the
hell it is, you know, | mean -

JR: Oh, home schooling?

CB: Home schooling, no, no, I'm okay, that's aghti | don't blame that, | could understand
that. Matter of fact | got a niece that, her twddren are being home schooled. I'm not an
advocate of these nurseries, you know what | mean?

JR: Oh, like daycare?

CB: Daycare centers, yeah. I'm not an advocatieadf You take, you've got twenty-five or
thirty children, you know, and you cannot possidéwote eight hours a day to that one child,
you know what | mean? You can love the kid, | meapat on the head, nice little boy, you
know, but you can't really show the love and aftatthat child wants. And those are the
prominent years right there, and that's when yauish that's when all creatures want love.
Believe it or not, all creatures, crazy theseditthimals scuddering around, you'll see them, you
know, if you talk nice to them they'll stand thared look at you, you know. But if you shout,
they'll take off, you know what | mean? But akatures want love, and we're supposedly the
higher element, you know, or the higher mental elenof the animal kingdom, although | don't
believe we are. Because, a animal of the lowetispavill never abandon their children, never
abandon their children. They'll stay right witkeith until they feel they're old enough to take
care of themselves. But with us, we'll take, atftery get pregnant, they have a child, they throw
them in a daycare center, or they'll take and gehser's aid and go out boozing.

| know, | worked for this one outfit where thiswhs collecting on a monthly, on a weekly basis,
and | could never find the place. So finally | foLit. And she says, “Where have you been, I've
been looking for you right along for the last cayghree months.” | says, “Well, | couldn't find
it.” She says, “Well,” | got, they call that motteeaid, it's actually Aid to Dependent Children,

“I have mother's aid, my check will be coming oe #8rd, so stop in and,” she says, “I'll make
sure that | have some money for you.” | says, ‘YOk&o | waited another day. And the next
day, the 24th, | went over there. And she livedrdkiere in French Island, wasn't the greatest
house in the world, knocked on the door, it wasiadonoon time. Kid comes, “Yes, can | help
you?” | says, “Yes. Where's your mother?” Thetie'se little children there and, of school age,
I'd say about six, seven and eight or somethirgthiat, and they're eating bread and mustard. |
says, “Didn't your mother get the check yet? Howe you're eating bread and mustard?” He
says, “Well that's all there is.” | says, “Didptiur mother get the check yet?” “Oh yes, she got
it a couple of days ago.” | says, “She did.” Walbw I'm becoming infuriated. | says, “Where



is she, anyway?” “She's down at the Long Branol, know?” “Okay, thank you.”

So | went down there. Well, she's sitting therghwhe change for a twenty dollar bill and a
couple of old female cronies hanging around, tleeytinking beer, you know. And | just went
spastic, you know. | says, “You son of a bitchold bag,” | says, “you leave the friggin' kids up
there eating bread and mustard, and the moneyadhiagpent in here, on these old friggin' bag
friends of yours, should be going in their mouthstéad,” you know. So the bartender come
over, and he says, “Hey fella,” he says, “theserareeustomers, don't talk like that.” | says,
“Hey pal, I'm going to tell you something, | wabght up in a different manner, | have never
struck a lady yet. I'd like to kick the shit odtheer, but | have never struck a lady yet. Buy you,
| could take my vehement out on you so you get yasgrback there or I'll take it out on you.”
Well he took right off. She says, “Well I'm notigg to pay you,” you know. | says, “l don't
give a shit whether you pay me or not.”

| went right down to, | stopped work completelypmright down to Brewer when they had the
welfare department here. And | asked the womaretHesays, “I have a problem here.” And |
told her what the name was, and where they livedesmerything. “Well, I'm sorry Mr. Butera,
but the only ones that can lodge a complaint withwelfare department is the immediate family
themselves.” | says, “The kids, the oldest kidtgheyears old, how is he going to take a bicycle
here,” or hitchhike down here, you know. Oh b@dnd that's what's wrong with our system.
Our system's no better, really and truly.

And it's up to guys, | keep saying that, it's ugtys like yourself, young people to do
something about it. Analyze the whole situatiomgdréooks and find out what transpired from
way back in 1900 to today, and find out how theleys, and find out how it's got to go way
back to where it was when it had, and find out thatoman's place, believe it or not, is in the
home. It's not driving bulldozers and truckingward and stuff like that, you know. Her place is
in the home. Because the children, that's thedtwa years, when they're, you know, when,
before they go to school. They learn more beliewe not in the first four or five years at home
from their parents than they do at school. Arglatily logical to assume that if you've got, well
in my day you had twenty-five or thirty kids in toklass, and how could the teacher devote the
proper amount of time to each individual. And ewew, where they're having a lousy fifteen
kids in the school they still can't devote. Yedythe still scrambling, they still want more for
education. That to me, education is a farce toitsejo longer the way it should be. And
they're not learning anything, you know. Can yead?

JR: Oh.

(Laughter)

CB: I'm not being sarcastic, but, yeah I'm justigsgy..- Did you realize that there's only
about, there's about ten or fifteen percent ofegalgraduates with degrees that can't read or

write?

JR: ldidn'trealize it was like that . . . .



CB: Well now you understand, don't misunderstandthresy can read and they can write, but
they come to a word that's got over six letterstheg don't know what the hell it is, you
understand? And nor can they pronounce it, seg,dan't even pronounce it. That's what |
mean by not being able to read. They can read thellman-ran-down-the-street. They can
read that, you know what | mean? But, if it sdlge, man ran down the avenue, av-e-noo, av-
noo, av-noo, what is that, you know? So thistis screwy. And | continually try to express the
fact that it's very important for people like yoeifs especially where you | would say are
politically inclined, make damn sure that the thisgighted. Because we can't, we can't survive
as a society like this here, you know.

And the mother's place is still in the home, anelssthe mainstay of the child itself. She's the
one that forms the individual, the characters dhfilaan that, you know. And there's a void,
there's a void. It's just like a father leavingnather, and the mother's of these, mothers that
have no fathers, you know, on something like thateé. The child needs a father, whether the
child is a male or female, they need a father, imaw. And a father image is not quite enough.
It's okay, it's better than nothing, but then aghere's a kind of a void in there that says, well
how come. Of course in my day, everyone had fathBut if some kid didn't have, you'd say,
“What happened to your father?” “Oh, he passedydwdDh gee, that's too bad.” You know
what | mean. And he would feel a little bit outpdéce, you know, when all the kids are grouped
around there and discussing this and that, he'dl stat in the rears because he'd feel he didn't
belong because he didn't have a father. But newa different thing, now you're out if you have
a father at home, you know? And that's not rigidt's not right.

JR: Yeah, okay I'm going to quickly just turn ttzgé over here.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

JR: This is side B with the interview with Charl€sButera , and we were just talking about
your childhood. And besides your parents, do yooember, like who else played a really big
influence on you growing up would you say?

CB: Well, I don't know whether you would call iffimence or not, but one thing that | have
always remembered is that, of course on the dineet were a lot of woodsmen, you know.
They used to go out into the woods and work fiveismonths, they'd come back with four or
five hundred dollars, you know, and then have &pand then go back to the woods again. But
there was this one fella, Jerry, | remember hintirtily. He was a friend of my father's and he'd
come back from the woods, this was about two wéeksre Christmas, you know. And he said,
“Lorenzo, let's get the, Charlie, and take him dtmmm and get some kids Christmas presents
for him,” you know. So, okay, we're downtown, yikaww, and he says, “Pick out something
you want Charlie.” And | says, “Well, | don't kndwHe says, “Anything. Don't worry about

the price, just pick it out.” And there was, | wageing a chemical case, box, there, you know,
beautiful, it had a scope and everything, this gb@atin box, you know. And it was something
like eleven dollars or something, you know. HessdWould you like that?” | says, “Oh, that's



too expensive, Jerry.” He says, “No, give thagpvit up for the boy,” you know. | never forget
that, you know. And that same thing today wouldgtecnaybe a hundred and fifty dollars, you
know. Because it was a tin box, you know, nicedaige about like this here, you know, and it
had all chemicals there where you could, it haittla booklet how you could make these
different things, you know, with chemicals, you knol never turned out to be a chemist, but at
least | have a general idea of what it's all about.

JR: When did you graduate from high school?
CB: Nineteen forty-one.

JR: Forty-one, yeah, sixty years [ago], right. Ahding school you said you played football
but did you, were there like any hobbies or inteyes like school subjects that you really
pursued?

CB: Well, my last year | told my father | was qungg working and | was going to go into
extracurricular activities, and | become a membehe glee club and dramatic club and all
kinds of different things. | wrapped them all @p 6ne year. In fact, | was in three plays, and |
had a good time that last year. Which is a gootythyou know, which is a good thing, because
| had no memories except for busting my hump alttine.

JR: So what did you do after high school?

CB: Well after high school | went to work in thegjards. Well, for that matter, | went to
work, first | went to Shay Pritchard's as a plungbelper for twelve dollars an hour more or
less driving the truck around, driving men up tbgo And then | got a job over to Rice's, it's
Jordan's now, and | was getting eighteen dollafdscam there for making hotdogs. And then
from there | went over to the shipyards, and frberé went into the Navy, and | was in three
years in the Navy.

JR: What years were you in the Navy?

CB: Let'ssee, was it, '43, '4,'5. December ‘danhe out.

JR: Okay, so you were active during WWII?

CB: Ohyeah.

JR: Where did you serve, like places, all over?

CB: Yeah, all over is right, yeah, because | werlflemphis, Tennessee to a aviation
ordinance school. Then | went to California, anehthcome back to SC-1 school. | went to half
a dozen different schools, | went to gunnery schioobs an aerial gunner. And then from there

we, | don't know how it happened, but we went teveiaand | was with a squadron there, and
then they transferred me to the Philippines amehg an amphibious group there, you know. |



don't know how | got involved with that, becauseréhwas no planes around. But | was still
getting eighty percent plus, | was getting, alatllio do, they had a field close by there and all |
had to do was go up six hours a month and I'd hawélying time. So | got fifty percent flight
pay, and twenty percent overseas pay, and tenmtesgaadron pay, so | got eighty percent plus
of my pay there for being involved as an aerialrggam And | was there until the war got
through with. When the war finished, then | comekoaome.

And got involved with the Hussons, and that's hayetlinvolved with the party. And had two-
bit jobs right all the way until I finally got arpartment house and that started it, finally | had
something coming in. And then from there | bougidther building, got a restaurant going, and
bought some more. | had seventeen or eighteemagiatt at one time. And | maintained them
all myself, because | couldn't afford it. Likeiddre this way here, you can't afford to play the
richo, and have units and hire people to do the&kvwaryou, because they're going to take all of
your profit. So, instead of paying a guy to dowigng and the plumbing and the carpenter
work, | did that myself, see. So that meant thaté was nothing going out as far as expenses
for labor, etcetera, and so forth. Whatever camall | had to do was pay the fuel and the taxes,
and the payment on the buildings, and everythingire, half of that. So that was, the result of
that is wise management, | finally, thank God, wviitd help of the good Lord, you know, | made
out pretty well.

But | still am disappointed that the fact is ifddhstarted fourteen years earlier, my prime years
when | was a young man in my early twenties, imaguhat | would have amassed, if | had
amassed that in my thirties, imagine what | wowdsidhamassed, you know what | mean?
Because those are the prime years, you know winaah? That's just like yourself, | mean you
can do a hell of a lot more now if you start goint it, instead of waiting until you're sixty
years old, and they’re gonna say, well you're ttwbto, we can’t use you. And you think you'll
be on welfare. But then again, | wonder whethat'$shhot the best road to go. You go from one
place to the other and have your hand out, ye#h filgit. And here the poor bugger's busting
his hump, you know.

There are a lot of things that are left unanswererthis here, | can speak the way | speak
because I've come up from base poverty, and | rhaae poverty. There were times that my
poor mother was going crazy because what was gsimgs going to make for, to eat this
evening for supper, you know what | mean, and dikdéfthat. But, so | know what it is to be
real hungry, you know? And | know what it is tovbdo work to accumulate a little bit so that
you can buy something to eat with, instead of sdeait, it's wasted, throw it away for
something, you know. So instead of buying canady will save it and then buy a loaf of bread,
you see what | mean, and stuff like that, or a goamilk. So I know those things. And these
things, | was maybe self taught some, but it'scthreditions that forced that on me. It's amazing
how many people don't learn this and don't undedstiaat.

And then the ones, | think maybe they're smartan tham, because they've got their hand out all
the time, you know. |, years and years ago wethiad=ather Sabatino, and | had the restaurant,
he used to come over in the afternoon after thihmsed down and we'd have conversations.
And | was bemoaning the fact, | was in my fortiesrt, that | had a friend of mine, that he was



not the hardest working person in the world, butMas getting his check every month from the
government for this, that, and the other thing, koaw. For, not father's aid, | don't know what
the hell it was. He couldn't work, he told me flstmebody told him if he went six months
without working, then he could collect compensafiam the government. Then he got a
veteran's pension on top of that. He just readl¢ h made.

So he [Father Sabatino] said to me, by the wagdys, “Are you happy?” And | says, “Well,
yeah, sure, | guess so, Father.” So he says, “@b@it your family, do you love each other?” |
says, “Thank God, we're a good family, Father,dlsemo discrepancies there or anything.” “You
have enough to eat?” “Father, we got plenty td ede says, “Are you in debt, Charlie?” |

says, “Well, | owe for the place here, Father,ditber than that, | says, | don't ever buy anything
| can't afford. | wait, make sure that | have analated X number of dollars first before | go

into the venture.” He says, “Well, that's good:hen he asked me other questions. Then all of a
sudden he said to me, now, let me tell you whereé €nes in the picture. He has taken care of
you, he's given you the mentality to properly takee of yourself. But I'll bet that poor friend of
yours, he'll receive his check on the 23rd, andbadyy the 24th he'll be broke, you know. |
says, well, you know, you enlighten me, Fatheevar thought of it that way, you know, | never
thought of it that way. He says, you have theigtib properly manage your affairs.

Would you believe it was two days later my buddijechme up? “Charlie?” “Yeah.” He says,
“Would you stop off and get me some gas, | runafigas on Eastern Avenue.” | said, “Yeah.”
He says, “Get me a couple of gallons of gasolihe,5ays, “and I'll pay you for it.” | says,
“Okay.” So | went out and got a couple of gallafigasoline, we put it in his car, and he says,
“Follow me home and I'll give you the money, Chatli| says, “Okay.” At that time it was
something like two bucks or something for the gasol It was more, it was five gallons, well
anyways, it was about two bucks, you know. Andasotod is my judge, he comes back, this is
three days after he received his check, he giveswmelollars, two one, two hundred one
pennies. He had to rob the damn, the kitty, bez&eswas broke. And | said, and then |
reflected back to what the priest was telling me bsaid, you know, now he's proven his point,
now he is proving it.

And what a big difference it made then, you knoegduse | was despondent, because | worked
for the sonofabitching Democratic Party and gofriggin' place at all, no help whatsoever, no
matter how treacherous things were for me, you kraowl how hard up they were. All | wanted
to do was try to advance a little bit, and nobodyuls give me a sonofabitching inch, you know.
That, and | still, every time | think of it | geb upset and irritated.

One year Muskie, | kept hounding him, so one yeasdys, “Go down to the State Hospital,”

I've got a, I've talked to Walt Ulmer over there;gthe, he was the superintendent of the hospital
at that time, and he says, “you got a job thet&é graduated from college, you know, I'm an
accountant by trade. So | go down there and I,sds Ulmer,” | says, “I'm Mr. Butera,” |

said, “Edmund Muskie, Governor Muskie said, toldtmeome down and see you.” And he
says, “Oh yeah, | have heard of you, Charlie,” dess “You really want to go to work here?”

And | says, “Well, what's the pay.” He says, “Bdgrty-five dollars.” | says, “Yeah, that's

good.” He says, “Yeah, but it's five and a halyglaCharlie.” And he says, “You know, I've



been following you,” he says, “in the papers. &byou've done for that friggin' Democratic
Party, and that's,” and he was a Republican, “hatistall they could do for you is give you a
job, now that you've graduated from college, giga @ job that's, that | can't even get filled
because it doesn't pay enough, you know.” He siisyours if you want it. But if | were you
I'd tell him to go stick it up his ass and the hath it,” you know. | says, “You know, Walter,
the way you explain it to me, | think you've gotyau've got something going there, you got
something going there.” So | told him, “Thank ywery much.” But there's a good example
there, see? Something that nobody else would tekénally says, well, here, take this, you
know. | suppose he, and it worked out, he said; that sonofabitch won't bother me any more.
And I never did, never did. | figured if thatreetkind of person he is, | never had respect for
that. And after that, you know, | could not trutty say that | respected the man, not after that.

And although, | had one, this friend of mine, Jinndey, he was an attorney, and we had a
committee meeting, and that's when Bob was chaiwh#ime city committee, and | was county
chairman. So | said we ought to have a committeetimg of the city committee to, they
wanted, at that time they had a city judge, mumicjpdge, that's what it was, they don't have
municipal judges any more. So his name was predeatso the name of another individual that
had given a couple of hundred dollars to the paByt Jim was on the committee, in fact he was
treasurer of the committee, and he become vicerohai of the committee, too. But he worked
hard with the Democratic Party, you know. So leaisthe members there if they would vote, for
a vote for who they wanted in there as the judgd,ldhad two or three names | presented to
them. Well, it was a hundred percent Jim Mooney, know.

So | went to Augusta, | made an appointment, weitigusta, and | said to Ed, | says, you
can't, “This fellow that you have in mind, forgdétoait him.” He says, “Why is that?” | says,
“Because the committee wants Jim Mooney in theyey’ know. He says, “Well, I'm the
governor.” | says, “I know that,” and I'm gettiadittle upset. And | says, “I know that, Ed,” |
says, “but I'm telling you one thing, for your owarsonal good, you better okay him because if
you don't,” | said, “one thing | do have, | have fower of the press,” | can go to the, and Jake
Klab was a nice guy for that matter. So | say4,t8ll them exactly why you refused him,
because he was also from Hancock Street,” you kmbat | mean? Because he was a Hancock
Street bum, and you're telling everybody how yatinér was a tailor and this and that and the
other thing, but you won't, you ignore anyone that'your class now that you've risen above
them, you see? So he did, he gave the appointnSnhe was in there for four or five years,
Jim was, you know. Jim passed away about ten y&prs

But there's been a lot gone down the drains, rediyd it's too bad that it, | don't know, maybe
that's the way itis. If a person is, has a charatic and he stands by it no matter what, he's
going to stay down. But once some individual ghgshell with it, I'll play ball and go along

with the group, you know, then they get, somehowther they prefer that type of individual.
And that bowel movement, that son of a bitch, Ma\Wethere, look at the notoriety that
sonofabee's got, a hundred and sixty-eight peapladrdered, you know, plus children, you
know. And | was looking in the paper, yesterdagper was full, all about McVeigh, you know
what | mean, all about McVeigh. Then there's tttoraeys. Who's paying for these two
attorneys that he's got there? We're paying mthMaybe a couple of hundred bucks an hour.



You see what | mean? This is not right, thisasnght. But that's the way the system is, and
this is why it has to be changed, because if wéimoa the way we're continuing now, that it's
going to be the end of this society as we knowNe'll be back to the Aborigine days, we'll be
killing animals and having a big feast over adittlonfire with the whole crowd.

And as far as Aborigines, | think the best civitina evolved, between you and |, is the Indian
civilization. Because they had a group of peopé tived together, and there was one head and
all the rest were equal. Nobody could say, wadh a better house than yours, and | got a
better teepee than yours, you know. And the chieBpee was no better than theirs was. The
only thing is, he was the oldest and the wiseshsy listened, he became chief. The other one
that had power in the tribe would be the medicirmmmBut other than that, all people were
equal. Nobody else was better than the other.olylwould say, hey, I'm better than you are,
you know.

And this is one thing, our society doesn't do thEtey've got so many, so many steps that you
have to try to surmount to get up to the top. Ameh what do you got when you're up there?
You make a billion dollars and two days later yeulead, so who cares? Five years later they'll
say, that guy that had a billion dollars, what Wwessname? Triumph, | guess, Triumph, Trumpe,
| don't know, you know, they won't know. As therhawthe vice president of the United States
is and I'll tell right now a lot of people won'téw. So that's how important it is. The only
importance of amassing a few dollars is thattdakle, you can take care of yourself when the
time comes. Because you can't, | knew this, Inedrfrom, that did teach me something, the
Democratic Party, that if | don't start doing solnneg for myself I'm not ever going to get any
help from anybody. Not from no government thahdw of. Not the Democratic Party, if
they're in force, will not help me. If they wohilp me when they're in force, who the hell's
going to help me. Why should the Republicans ha&dpif I'm a Democrat, you know? So,
thank God the good Lord gave me the wisdom to puassets in the proper channel so that I'm
getting something back out of it, you know.

JR: Despite all, like the trouble that you have atth the Democratic Party, do you think that
your efforts still did make a difference for likegple, for, not necessarily Democrats in power
but for the people who were voting, do you thinkatvjou did -?

CB: |Ireally don't know. I really don't know. fact, | would almost, there has to be some
input there because a couple of months ago | veeldiitinocket to a funeral, a wake, you know,
of a friend of mine that had nothing to do withtyaaffiliations. It just so happened that his
sister was the grandmother of my grandchildren,kraw, on the other side, in our
backgrounds, you know. So anyway, | went over bseaf her, and | knew him, Bing, | knew
him also. But | got talking to several of the éslis that | knew there and they got talking about
the Democratic Party, how much, how atrocious thiwgre that this damn Bush got in there and
all that, you know. And I says, “Well that, Climtevasn't that great a guy.” “Yeah, but look
what he's done for the country, look what he's donéhe country,” you see what | mean? And
they were firmly entrenched. He says, “You remem@éarlie.” And then they introduced me
to some guy | hadn't seen, honest to God | hadett &im for forty some odd years, they said,
“You know him, he used to be, he's still involveilhathe Democratic Party, he was chairman of



the city committee when you were running thinggtknow. | says, “Oh yeah.”

But they all think the same now as they did theny know, and they don't quite understand the
fact that you got evil anywhere you go, the good laad no matter where you go, you know.
You can't say well, because I'm this, I'm goodkel.il could say, well I'm a Roman Catholic so
you can't be better than that. Well, I'm wrongy ¥oow, I'm wrong. Because a lot of these
people that are Roman Catholics don't know whairtsie of a Roman Catholic Church is, you
know. Yet you got these people with different danmations, and they go to services every
single Sunday, they're devoted, they're devoutlpe&ge so where's the difference? Can | say
that I'm better than them because I'm Catholig® o Mass every Sunday, but if | didn't would
| say that I'm better than them because I'm Catfolicouldn't, you know. But that's the way
the world is, that's the way the world is. Andasd you belong to that club, then you have no
right to cross that threshold, which is wrong, t@®ecause on either side you've got good people,
on either side. It's just discouraging that 1,08 honest with you, about fifteen years ago d sai
you know, as far as society is concerned, we'rtheriop rung of the ladder so we've got no
place to go but down. But somehow they keep pytixtensions on there, we're going higher
and higher, you know, and it's getting worse indtefabetter.

JR: We were talking about Bob Baldacci before. I@auve talk a little more about him, just
like how well you knew him, like what can you teie about him, his career, whatnot?

CB: Well, Bob I've known him, actually it was wagfbre the kids were born, so that gives
you an idea how long I've known Robert. And the,worked hard to organize. In fact, he was
with me when we organized some of these towns Rer@ we'd have these, it's amazing, we'd
have meetings in some of these small towns, yoli eaen remember the names of them, and
we'd have fifty or sixty people at that meetinguymow. Where before that they were lucky to
get one person in attendance there. Like | told yoBangor, we only had John Berry and a cat
there, the only ones. | don't think if the cat \i@snocratic or not, but anyway. But at one time
we were going, | don't know where, Medway | thin& were going, and Bob stopped off at this
store there and he got a great big chunk of chgeseknow. I'll never forget that. And it was
about, we had a car full, there was about fiveboosus in there, you know, and we're all eating
cheese, I'll never forget that, on the way over.

And then another time we went to, oh, here's oimgythere with Bob. Two Bob's here, this was
Bob Baldacci and Bobby Campbell, God rest his doeijust passed away. He was the
chairman of the Brewer city committee. We wenith®, that's another thing | don't understand, |
don't understand. We went to a convention in BodJ state committee, state convention in
Portland. And we got to Portland, we went with Bpl@ampbell, his car, and we got there and
they had the big party upstairs with Muskie andledl bigwigs, you know. And Hiltorsic

Hubert] Humphrey was invited as a speaker, you krsmihe came down with his aide and
spoke, but he never spent any time with these pebpldidn't invite them to their little parties,
you see what | mean?

So after about the second day he came down andewedewn to the lobby, Bobby, Bob, Bob,
and I, you know, went down the lobby. And so he emwer and he says, “Do any of you



fellows have a car or anything, a vehicle?” Arsdid, Bobby's, Campbell says, “Yeah | do.” He
says, “Senator.” He says, “Well, | don't wantrigoose on you, but would you give me a ride to
the airport?” The airport was about twelve milesgag then from Portland, you know. He says,
“I have to catch a plane there.” And sure, he s&re, I'll give you a ride.” So we get in the
car, and the three of us were in the front, antbHiJsic Hubert] and his aide were in the back
seat, and the guy's, “Well Senator, should we @y te should do that.” In the meantime,
Bobby was asking him questions and he'd answeryomknow, and then the other Bob would
ask a question, and he would answer it, and I'daagkestion, he would answer it. And the, his
aide said, “Hey fellas, we got an awful lot of wadkdo so let's please leave the senator alone.”
And I'll never forget this, he [Humphrey] says, ‘{Héhese guys are good enough to take and
drive me all the way up the airport, they had themmon decency to do something that nobody
else would do and you and you're giving them a hiard.” He says, “You guys say whatever
you want. You keep your mouth shut and we'll tedkee of the work when we get on the plane.”
See what | mean? Never heard another thing frainguy. And | respected him for that. But
the thing that | was despondent about is the fadthie was going to run for president, he got
that son of a bitching Muskie in there as vice gst. And he didn't have the common decency
to make sure that he had a way to get in or otliee, you know, he just dumped him. He
made his speech and then it was, you're on yourrmmn He didn't invite him up to their affair
that they had with them, or anything like that.

Of course, Muskie was Polish, and Pollacks are barkers, they're hard drinkers. | know that
from, but the only thing is they don't get drurtkecause | remember that on holidays | drove,
and would visit with friends that were all of Pdlidescent, you know. And, this is the honest to
God truth, they'd have bottles of whiskey, you knand a table full of food, and we'd be there
sometimes three days, eating and drinking, you knBut nobody got drunk, because you had
to eat before you drank, you know.

One time | had a, | was working in Jersey andfiiesid of mine, he was living with friends of
his that were Polish, so | would stay at the Y w#&owere going out that night so | went over to
his house, that was in Alwood, and | stopped off Birs., what was her name, anyway, she was
a Polish girl, so she said to me, oh, Joe saysafiigh would you like a drink?” | says, “Yeah,

I'll have a drink,” you know. And she says, “Noitydid you have, did you eat yet?” | says,
“No,” | says, “Dan and | are going out to eat imaute though.” She says, “Well you're not
going to have nothing to drink until you have samag to eat. Sit down,” she says, “and have
something to eat.” So she brought me, | says, glymg out to eat,” you know. Miss Makowski
| guess it was, “I'm going right out to eat.” Says, “No, no, no, you sit down. You eat first.”
So | ate. Then she says, “Now you can drink all want. Okay?” Then | had a drink. That's
the way, and that's the way they are, that's way ttever get drunk, you know. They can drink
and drink and drink, but they make damn sure tiestomach is lined first with food so that it'll
absorb the liquors, you know. I'll never forgedtth

But the thing is that what bothered me, becausasl w that environment, you know, is that he

wouldn't have the common decency to invite, wheklteedrank or not, to invite him in there to at
least, to converse, you know what | mean? Letfeighpart of the situation. And not, like | say,
| want you to come over here just to make a spesdtdr, that take off, do what you want to. But



I'll have nothing to do with you, you know, I'llyséhi” when you come in, but you make your
own way from there on in, | don't want nothing owlith you. Well that's not good, that's not
good. When a person takes and goes all the wayWashington to come to Portland, Maine,
you know, to speak in behalf of the Democratic Ypahd the party in this area, and then you
ignore him completely, in my book that's not goth@t's improper principles.

But one thing | have had is principle, all of mfglithat's what ruined me. Because there's a
right way and a wrong way, and | felt, well, | hawedo it the right way, regardless school keeps
or not, | have to do it the right way. But theskens that are, make it topside, they say no, we
can step down a rung, you know, if it means thig wathat way, if it means success or failure
we'll go the route of success regardless what war d¢ho we hurt, you know, provided we don't
hurt ourselves. And that's about the extent n§iit there. It's too bad it's that way, but that'
mankind for you. And it's not going to get diffate It was the same way a thousand years ago,
when you go back to Medieval century, you know, alhthese big monarchs and counts and
dukes, you know how treacherous they were. Yel there right on the top there, you know.
And even today you pick up a book, you read abwernt you won't read about a poor serf that
busted his hump making him rich, you know what b2 You'll never read anything about
him. And nothing has changed, nothing has chandfdhing will ever change, because as |
said, the majority of the mankind are imbecilesidA mean the majority. I'm not talking about
just a small majority, | mean the great majoritis too bad, but that's the way it is. Fortunatel

| hope that you're in that ten percent there. Bsedhat's what we need, we need that, truly.
But you have, you've got a good chance now to lupldn your background, because you're
doing things now that you could, you see both saldke story, then you can analyze it, find out
whether, which is the right side, you know. Andntt depends on your characteristics.

If | were to go topside, then I'd better take angéna little attitude, you know. Unless things
change. But things must change, things have togghaAs | said, if they don't, it'll be the
demise of our society as we know it.

JR: You're giving me really, a really very inteiegtdifferent perspective on Muskie that we
don't normally get. Are there other people who tfook we could interview who would kind of
share your perspective, like, who like kind of tivié and would be able to tell, you know, to
give us more of a well rounded -? Like other peapho were involved with you, like, say, in
developing the Democratic Party?

CB: Well, it's difficult for me to give you an affnative answer on that for the simple reason
that I'm seventy-eight years old, and that medos @ them has gone to make way for me, |
guess. | hope it's topside. But, really, likay sall these people, God rest his soul, Bob
Baldacci's gone, Jim Moody is gone, Bobby Campbeajbne, all these people have all gone,
you know. Especially these people that have theegahilosophy that | had, you know, they're
all gone.

JR: That's unfortunate, yeah.

CB: And | can't truly, when you get right down tplican't think of anyone, truly, | can't think



of anyone that would be in that time, that wouldénknown him that well, that is. They've
known him by name, but not that well, you know.e¥lknow about reading about him, but you
can't get the exact individualities of a persomrdading about him because it depends on the
periodical, whether they're for or against therfrthéy're against him, he could be a saint and
they'd blacklist him. But if they're for him, hewdd be the devil and then would appear as a
sainthood, you know. So that's what | say, its) lgnow, all those that | could refer you to, God
rest their souls, they're gone. Paving the wayldrCharlie boy.

[Laughter]
JR: You mentioned John Barry, can you tell metélinore about him?

CB: Ohyeah, John Barry, | met him way, way bag&hn's been gone for about twenty-five,
thirty years now, I'd say. He was a chairman ef tiot chairman, he was a city councilman, the
city of Bangor, and also a member of the DemociRéidy. And in fact, let's see, where was it, |
think it was in Lewiston, he was a speaker at Lewmigor the Democratic Party. He was a, he
had, John was a good boy, a smart boy, too. H&egdior P.J. Burns, he married one of the
Burns girls, you know. And, but prior to that hesaamradio announcer, you know, and had a
good voice, and a good looking man, you know; hgetrific personality, really and truly. He's
the one of these individuals that, you know, yon'tcll his background by the way he carries
himself around, you know. Instead of saying, wgdh) know, some of these individuals, they
haven't got a pot to piss in yet they're so pompgois know, you can't, you're dealing with a ten
foot pole, you know. But John was altogether déf, you know, John was a down-to-earth
individual. | liked John very much, you know. Ahd was, that was way back in the very
beginning. Because | said, there wasn't any Deat®at all, and it's just fortunate that at that
caucus, John Barry attended that caucus, you kfowd. if it hadn't been for that, God knows
what would have happened.

JR: How about Madeleine and Dick Kiah?

CB: Kiah, yeah, Madeleine Kiah went with me to tthanother thing there, Madeleine was a
hard worker. And she used to be on the phoneragaity. She was one of those instrumental
with helping me organize the county, you know. Ae used to build up phone bills something
fierce, two or three hundred dollars a month, ynawk God almighty. And, but latter part of it,
poor Madeleine, she lost it. It's too bad, trulynean, I'm not being facetious, but I'm being
honest. Because we had one member, in fact heyydPouler who runs a dye house in Brewer,
he was running for the city council. So he warte&now if | would go with him to make the
rounds to meet the people. And | says, “Sure Ji8o"we went over to Madeleine's house, you
know, and she says, well, I'm not going to voteyfmu. I'll let you in, Jim, but I'm not going to
vote for you. | don't care what you say, I'm noing to vote for you. And I says, well just don't
be too harsh, Madeleine, listen to the man, see dia got to say, you know. She says, | got
nothing against you, Charlie, but | don't want tha of a bitch near me, you know. So anyway,
before that, | think it was before that, when Didkh, Dick was only in his fifties when he
passed away, you know, and they had the wake &idihee. And in fact, Betty Grabel and her
husband were there, not Betty Grabel, but Bettygtwine hell's her name, movie actress there,



she was one of the greats.
JR: Not Bette Davis? Really- ok, wow, ok.

CB: Bette Davis, yeah, she was there, and her hdsi&re, was there, and she was a very
individual. Maybe, she was nice to talk to, shemiethe uppity-up type that screwed herself in
a corner, says, well, you peons don't come neayoeknow. But she was there, and -

JR: How did she know the Kiahs?

CB: Idon't know, to be honest to God truthful wyibu, | really don't know. But she was
there. No, wait a minute, now wait a minute, lonrg, I'll take that back. That wasn't at the
wake, it was at another affair we had, anotheiraffaut at that wake especially, John Gromley,
God rest his soul, he's just passed away, him ackiKlah were good buddies, they grew up
together, you know, and they played together amdydiving. So, | don't know what the hell, we
had a committee meeting in Brewer, and Dick wastt@rman of the city committee at that
time, and he introduced John Gromley. He says,s#an old friend of mine, he just retired, he
retired as a colonel from the Army, you know.” Anel says, “I'm trying to get John interested
in politics, so I'd like to nominate him to be atmaan in my place because I've really had enough
of politics for now.” He'd been in there for aboemh or twelve years, you know. So we all put
in John Gromley. Well, John was a hell of a neléofv, you know, truly a nice fellow. So

when Dick was laid up there, John comes knockintherdoor, and Madeleine opens the door,
she says, “What the hell are you doing here?” 1Wealome over to see Dick.” She says, “You
get out of here, | don't want you in my house.”uMmow, | says, “Madeleine, you don't do
things like that. My God, the guy had the commenahcy to come up here to visit a friend of
his, not your husband but a friend of his that rengup with, you can't do that.” She says, “I
don't give a damn, he's the one that killed my hodd’ | says, “What do you mean, he killed
your husband?” “Well, when he took the chairmapstway from him.” | says, “You weren't
there,” | says, “Dick was the one that told, askad to be chairman, and asked the members
there if they would vote for him,” you know. Thdidn't have to, but he just asked them at their
request, personal request. So, this sort of thing.

And then, we were still friendly years and yeaterathat until they had a swimming pool put in
in Brewer, and it was a swimming pool, great biglpeith, opening during the day, and you
could close it in the winter time, and you could@awimming over there, but the thing was it...
And anybody from Penobscot County could go theriensming, only five dollars to go
swimming, you know. But what about the locals?oéal kid would pay five dollars, too, you
know. So théBangor Daily News wrote a big article for this swimming pool, théytght it was
a great thing for them to have. So | went dowth&editor, it was a different, it wasniigme)
any more, it was a different editor, and | asked Hj I'd like to put this article here, about the
pool, you know. He says, “Well I'm sorry,” he safge're not taking any more written on this
pool.” | says, “Well, I'm sorry but you're going have to.” | says, “l have a, based on the
federal law,” | says, “Where you're an organizat@oml I'm an organization-,” “What
organization?” | says, “I'm on the, I'm the presitlef the group opposed to the swimming
pool,” you know, “so you have to print it.” “Welbkay.” | say, “And | want you to print it



word for word and don't you leave out a syllabl@aoything, punctuation, nothing,” | says,
“because I'll scan that and that son of a bitckebéte ready and it better be right.” Well, it was

Well, you'd be surprised at the calls | got aftextt Because | told him, if you people are so
great for it, have it in Bangor at Bass Park, yoow what | mean? And we'll pay the five bucks
to go over there. What everybody seems to fotgat,we'll raise a certain amount of dollars for
this, the government will give a certain amountlollars, but then the maintenance will be on
our backs until eternity, all eternity, you knovnd that's going to be heavy. So, you'd be
surprised the phone calls | got. “You know, | nele®ked at it that way, Charlie, | never looked
at it that way there.” And he says, you were rigitell, it was defeated.

Well, she got so pissed off about that, she ggtissed off, you know. And never spoke to me
again. I'd say, “Hi, Madeleine.” Don't talk to pny®u know. And | says, “My God, | don't
understand it.” | says, “Madeleine, what's theterawith you?” you know. She says, “You
know what's the matter with you, that damn pool hathing to do with you. If you're against
that pool there, | don't want nothing to do wittuyol says, “Well, we're all entitled to opinion,
Madeleine, we're all entitled.” *“I know that bydu should never been against that.” | says,
“Well, I'm looking out for Charlie Butera. | knoilithat pool goes in there, it's going to cost me
two or three hundred dollars a year more for tayes,know, along with everybody else in
Brewer.”

That's why | got out of Brewer, because the taxesatrocious there. | had an apartment house
that | bought there back in the fifties, and | wiajink the first tax on that was a hundred and
twenty eight dollars or something on three acrdamd. Then, when | moved over here, | sold it
to my daughter. She asked, there was no sewewatai then, but she pays forty-two hundred
dollars a year now for taxes, because | built tnslke since then, but she pays forty-two hundred
dollars a year, plus sewer and taxes that run ancthuple thousand.

Mrs. Butera: How you guys making out?

JR: Just fine.

Mrs. Butera: You been here for about two hours, almost an hodraahalf.

CB: Time flies.

Mrs. Butera: Yeah, when you're gabbing, | agree. Yeah, we ltampany and they're gone.
CB: Oh, was itifame)?

Mrs. Butera: No, Ben and Norma.

CB: Oh, is that right?

Mrs. Butera: Yeah, he came to see the building. He said,duimgy quit?



CB: Theydid?

Mrs. Butera: A long time ago, when they got through puttihg building together. That thing
going?

JR:  Yes.
(Pause in taping.)

JR: Okay, I think we were, yeah, we were talkingathe Kiahs, if you have anything more
to add, or anything . . ..

CB: But that's, I still, I don't understand whychase we were always very good friends,
always very good friends, and even though she wasdnd out on a lot of people, she always
stood by me, you know. And then this last thinggened, it | guess broke the camel's back
probably. Poor Madeleine died about a couple yaftes that, you know. But | knew the whole
family, | knew Dick and Mary Ellen, and his soniehe's in Massachusetts, no, New
Hampshire, he's got two bars in New Hampshire.gtdeuated from college and then he went
into, this friend of his there, that went to cokedoo, they started a little bar while they were
going to school. Worked out good and they buitither one, now they're doing good.

JR: You also mentioned, | think you mentioned JaenBtte?

CB: Yeah, Joe Binnette was in the legislature.wds, this is one of the, | met him way, way
back when | met Alex Latno and Paul Dufour, theyeude echelon of the city committee in
Old Town. And at that time Old Town was the Denadicrcity in this area. | think Millinocket
and Old Town were Democrat, they had Democratiddes they always had Democratic
legislators. That's the only two. Alex Latno viamm Old Town, and | remember, no, what was
it, | can't remember, Walls, | think, was from Nhibcket. But they were the only two legis-, the
only two legislators, he was a legislator, the dmlg legislators. We had nobody in the county
on the committee, nobody whatsoever, no senatorspthing, you know. In fact, they used to
vote for three senators at large, you know. Nosy tote | think it's four from sections,
different sections. And the city of Bangor, thesed to vote four at large in the city of Bangor.
Now they vote five in districts, a district for @yeone of them. So things have changed a little
bit.

And then they had the big box. In fact, | wasarh numerous times, that's another thing, | ran so
many times for public office, and just barely madeut never did make it. But | was, | ran for
sheriff one year, did I, | ran for sheriff, yeahthink so. Then I ran for the county commission
and | just missed that. But | went to Montana twkvas an accountant fangme) Electric, and
when | come back they were looking for somebodsutofor sheriff for the county, Penobscot
County. | says, “No, | don't want nothing to dolwihe Democratic Party any longer,” you

know, I've had it. So this Matt Dwyer, he ran $tieriff, and he got elected. And the reason
why, because they voted the big box, that wasaseylear they had the big box. So if you voted



for the president, everything followed suit therey know. And after that they had, you voted
for the individual. But | ran for the legislatorcauple of times, | think it was. | ran for shérlf
ran for county commissioner, | run numerous tinmecfty councilman, in Bangor once or twice
and in Brewer four or five times. Always closef haver quite made it.

And the reason is, being honest, | know that makiygounds one time in Brewer, | knew a
Mrs. Footman. And she says to me, “ How do you &belut this milk situation?” | says, “Well,
I'm against the subsidies,” | says, “I don't thihkt's right,” | says, “they should let it go.” &n

of course you know who was making the money thendairies were making the money, not
the poor little farmer, you know. And | says, “Wisehappening the way it is right now, you're
guaranteed X number of dollars, so much a quartnitk at that time was about twenty-five or
thirty cents a quart, but the poor farmers aréatily getting about eight cents a quart,” you
know. So who's making the money for it? This velsale, retailers are only getting about a
penny a quart, so you people must be making theemygrou know. She says, “Well, you know
who | am?” | says, “I know who you are.” She sa¥8ell you should never have said that, you
should have told me that you -.” | says, | sayi,ife a hypocrite if | told you that.” | says,
“Why should I tell you that I'm all for these suhigis, when I'm not?” you know. Because if you
let it float the way it is, then it'll find its wagnd the prices will go down, you'll have
competition, see? Because Cumberland Farms wiag tiy come in there, they wouldn't allow
Cumberland Farms in, see. But | says, “When yowg@to me that the farmer is getting his just
share, then I'll back it.” But when it's this wiagre so that the rich get richer and the poor get
poorer, and the poor little bugger that's out thiarging cattle, milking cattle twice a day, | says
he's the one that puts in the work. The othersmtiiteir, dump a truck load of milk into a
container, press a button, and watch the quarte @ut) you know.

So, but | was being honest and that's, | stillh&d to do it over again, I still would remain
honest. | can't, | was brought up to be an hgpexston, | can't very well change my attitude on
that. But it's the, it's, | know I've taught myl&ito be honest, I'm on my grandchildrens' butt to
be honest, and thank God I've got good grandchi|dyet I'm wondering whether I'm making a
mistake or not, you know. In not telling them, Iaggt it while you can and get all you can, you
know, the hell with wherever the chips fall, yowkn as long as they fall your way.

JR: How about Ben Dorsky? | know he was a Repahlibut did you ever have any run ins
with him?

CB: Ben Dorsky? No, I really, | don't even know than, | don't even know the man.
JR: Okay, he was the head of the Maine AFL-CIO.

CB: Yeah, the AFL-CIO, that's it.

JR: For quite a long time.

CB: | know the name, but | don't know the individua



CB: No, okay. All right, | guess from here justyhabout any other, like you mentioned
Margaret Chase Smith, any other Maine politicalifegs you had run ins with? | know you -

CB: Well, all of them. Like Jim Oliver, and Hathayy and Coffin, and -
JR: What do you think of Frank Coffin?

CB: | can't say anything detrimental to Frank, ttigt only thing is that these little incidents
kind of leave a little stigma. One time | had togee him for something, and he was living in
Lewiston then. And I, he saw me drive in, he hdmgayard, and he saw me drive in. So he
come out on the porch there, you know. “Hi Chaltliesays, “Hi Frank.” So, | says, “l got a
few things here | want to discuss with you,” | coawer. “Yup,” he says, “I'll be right down.”

It was a porch there, a deck, you know. And | gaive the material and we bullshitted for about
fifteen, twenty minutes, but he didn't have the own decency to say, “Well come on in.”
That's one thing | will never do, allow, a salesmalhcome over, “Hi, I'm so-and-so.” | says,
“Come onin.” “No, no, | just want to have a fewnutes with you.” “Come inside and talk,”
you know. And there's nobody so low that | havkits them out of my friggin' house, you
know. You have just as much right in this housaragody else, you know. And we've always
been brought up that way.

And because of that, that's only twice in my lif@i, believe it or not, that | have been refused
admittance into a home, and that's with Frank @aifid Ed Muskie, see. And each time, with
Muskie especially, it was as a favor to him, it vaasvor to him. Ten thousand names, he sorely
needed. He says, oh, I'm so happy you got themrli€hbecause if we didn't get these here |
wouldn't have enough names. Deadline was thedaxtyou see what | mean? Because | can't
remember on what the amount of the names, he hmadtbmg like three or four hundred
thousand he had to have, you know. But ten thalidarsn't sound much when you're talking
three or four hundred thousand, but when you'tenigineeding a couple of thousand, ten
thousand's a hell of a lot of votes, a lot of penis.

JR: Let me switch tapes.

End of Sde B, Tape One
SdeA, Tape Two

JR: And now we're on Tape Two, Side A, with theemtew with Charles Butera, and you
were just talking about Frank Coffin, | wonder dwyhave any more to add?

CB: No, other than that, | mean I, personally Iugjat he was a nice fellow, | liked Frank, you
know. Because we never had any run-ins or disesws anything like that. | guess the, uh,
etiquette was about the only thing that was invaltreere, you know what | mean. And | don't
think, just between you and I, | don't think hellgeanderstood all about it, you know. Because
it, a lot has to do with how your background iswhgu were brought up, you know. And in all
probabilities, it's hard to adjust truly. If yoai'on the top of the ladder, it's pretty difficudt t
come down and descending down the bottom, you kntsvokay to accept somebody that's



climbed up that ladder and put him on the samd Evgou, but for you to have to go down to
his level is not that easy. And that's what | &situation like that is with him.

But on the other guy [Muskie], he was from thateleand he went up, and he stayed up, and he
said the hell with everybody below me, you knowhisTis why I, thank God, | never had any
respect at all, I had no respect. Not after tlveise term, had no respect. And then again, I've
got to say he did absolutely nothing to try to hekp, he was always giving me excuses. | got
the proof, that's why | dug all this out, | got pfo I'm not just saying these things, I'm telling
you. Like | said, there's a number of lettersti fyom different places, from President Kennedy,
Adlai Stevenson, and Muskie, and Clauson, the whateh are right here, you know what |
mean? But the ones that were looking for help @#luskie. And Frank Coffin was, he was a
state chairman, so that had nothing to do withpttegtion, that had to do with the political
situation that happened, it was just a questiornrevtiee next thing was going to be, etcetera and
so forth. He was chairman of the state committea,tyou know, and | was state committeeman
from Penobscot County.

Then, well | told you about the judgeship there] dis little things like that where they forget
that you have to look after, you know, it's jukeliyou're a, I'll tell you, here's a good example.
It's got nothing to do with politics, but we hadstindian that lived in Lyman and he was a
fisherman, and he was, | worked at J.R. Cianclaatiz office manager of the housing over here,
where they had the housing way, way back, when fingybuilt that housing for the base there.
Well, Mel (name) his name was, and he had five or six guys orcte®, well no, he had about a
dozen guys in his crew, and he had a station wadmwl they were all fishermen. So they
worked with him that summer, and they come to Bamgl they lived over Lyman there. And
he had a station wagon and the first thing he'dchd@ come in, and Getchell Brothers had a
stand out there on Brewer where you put a quantand you get a bag of ice, you know. First
thing he'd do is get a bag of ice and put it im¢heith the water so them guys had cold, cool
water all day long, you know. And what a stinkimld cab he had, he had a station wagon, they
had all kinds of this dried, this codfish thereuyamow. They were alwaysifintelligible

phrase) all day long. Well, he was a hell of a nicedell he was an Indian, and he was a hell of
a nice fellow, and he was the foreman.

So one day | was walking around the site therel atopped by there, and | can't remember who
the guy was, big fellow, so | says to him, he wasveling and, so | asked him, “What are you
doing?” | says, “Put the damn shovel down,” | s&ged finish your cigarette.” “No, | can't do
that.” | says, “Why not?” | says,” “Mel's not heteHe says, “I know, Mel went up to the main
office,” he says, “but | don't want to make himkdmad.” And they're all working just as hard as
could be. So | says, “I'm sure Mel won't mind.’®e Bays, “| know he won't,” he says, “but,” he
says, “if a superintendent comes by and sees wgraaround while he's at the office, it won't
look good for him.” | says, “Well here, have yaugarette, give me that damn son of a bitching
shovel and I'll do the shoveling for you,” see, ‘tgde behind the car there and they'll count
heads instead of counting people,” you know. Slodveled there for about ten or fifteen
minutes. Well the next day, he comes in, he camnes to the office, he says, “Charlie.” | says,
“Yeah.” “You got a minute?” | says, “Yeah, what® matter?” He says, “I got you
something.” He bought me a lobster. | says, “Vhhis for?” He says, “For helping me out.”



“Ah,” | says, “you shouldn't have done that.”

We had another guy that had about forty guys irctesv, a foreman, and he was a miserable old
son of a bitch, and | mean he was miserable. Aay were digging a big ditch, and | was over
there one day and | looked down the ditch andhallguys were sitting there and bullshitting and
smoking a cigarette. | says, “Where's so-and-scah't remember the guy's name, that's how
insignificant he was to me. So, “Oh, he's goneéaujhe main office.” And they had one guy,

oh, | think he's coming, here comes a yellow tmok, no, no, that's not him, you know, and
they're all ready to grab a shovel, you know. '8olullshitting with these guys about fifteen or
twenty minutes, you know, then all of a sudden,dNgehe's coming now,” you know. And they
stood right there and they waited, yeah, rightyokds truck's there and he's coming up, and
they grabbed a shovel and shoveled like crazy kypaw. And for about an hour, an hour and a
half while he was up the office, not a thing wasgaelone. But Melrfame), he had seven or
eight guys working for him, they kept busting it@hrn day long, more than they should have,
you know. Because he was a hell of a good guyofi@l nice guy. He treated them as equal.
He got codfish for them, and got ice water for thgou know, he never gave them a hard time,
and they were a happy crew, they were a happy cBmthis is the way you got to be, see.
Now, he puts himself down to their level and hedmees one of them, instead of saying, “I'm
better than you.” And you can't do that. Thagtaume a lesson there, too, you know. These
little things like that you pick up in the run ofitetime, you find out that it is good to be good,
you know.

But somehow or other, in politics, that's not theez Although | must admit that, God bless
him, John is a good boy, Johnny is a good boys ey conscientious, he's very affable, he's
friendly with everybody, you know. And he's no¢tkind, he'll put himself down to your level,
he's not the type that says, “I'm a congressmanhgwe to look up to me, you know what |
mean.” He comes right down to your level, you kn@wintelligible phrase).

JR: Yeah, yes, actually I've had a few run ins vhitim.

CB: Yeah, yeah, | like, I've always liked John aayw've always liked John.

JR: What do you think about him running for govarho

CB: |think he'll make it, | think he'll make it.

JR: Yeah, I like him, too.

CB: In fact, one thing, if he makes governor, l'oing to request an appointment. | mean this.
And I'll tell you why. Years and years ago whesbBand | were busting our hump for the
Democratic Party, they had all these different fiamss, you know. And one of the most
insignificant ones was commissioner of PenobscanBat one time they had a commissioner
of Penobscot Boom. Well, they still have it on Books, but it was insignificant, | don't even

know if they had anyone fill the position, you knoBut if they did, it will be just in name
because there's nothing to do there, you knowBdoand | would always fool around, grab ass



and say, well, we're going to have to ask Muskigeibus a commissioner of Penobscot Boom,
you know, make us commissioners of the PenobscotrBdSo that's what I'm going to ask him.
I don't even know if it's still in effect todayyubgoing to ask him, I'd appreciate a commission

on the Penobscot Boom.

And he thought the world of his father, too, Jolwags thought the world of his father. In fact,
he's got a ring that his father had, you know, tigatvears all the time. Yeah, John's a good boy.
| remember when he was kid, he was twelve yeaksyolu know, and | was down to the
produce house getting some material and | seetbeine, and | says, “Hi John, how are you
doing, how's your folks?” “Fine, thank you, Charli And he says, “I come over to pick up a
bag of onions,” you know. And | says, “How are yaming, what are you doing anyway.” He
says, “Well,” he says, “I'm head cook down herey"says, “I make all the pasta, | make all the
spaghetti.” | says, “You do John?” He says, “YéaHe was so proud. “ Well that's terrific,
that’s great.” That's when they were down on Halvaot Howard Street, down where Union
Street there, you know, when he had his place th@émod old John. But John's never changed,
John's always been a likeable fellow. At leashag been with me. | don't know. And I'm sure
he has been with others, too, but with me he'syawaen something else, you know, truly. I've
always thought the world of John.

And | guess his father had a good influence on Hhitis father didn't call him John, his father
called Jahn, J-A-H-N. Jahn, hey Jahn. Yeah, IBalwvthe last time just before he passed away.
And it was a fast thing, too. He had cancer efgincreas | guess it was, something like that.
And Bobby, his son Bob told me, he says, “You kriad's pretty sick,” he says. And he says, “I
know he'd appreciate it if you'd go visit him.says, “Gee, | didn't know anything about that,” |
says. “Yeah.” “Well, how long has this been?” $#g/s, “Well, about a month ago there, he
was up on a ladder doing some work there, anddher a sudden he says, ‘Oh, my God.” He
come down and he damn near collapsed, so we rimsimed the hospital and,” he says, “I don't
know whether he'll remember you or not becausedwt'sf it,” you know. So that afternoon, of
course Rose [Butera] is a good friend of Mary [Bald], and Rose and | went over to see him.
And, he really, “Charlie, how are you, Charlie?’uyjgnow. And we couldn't converse really
great, you know what | mean, but we, of course Read there, and let's see, who was it, Paul,
yeah, | guess Paul was there. And | can't remenikeny, | think Jerry was there, too. But
anyway, there were a couple of the boys there kyaw. So, it made it comfortable, they
appreciated the fact that . . . .

But | mean | appreciated it more than they did beed was a good friend of Robert's, you
know. And after | got in business and everythingll I, | never did devote the proper time to
him, you know. Because there's no reason why ldoitthave gone over there. Like he'd tell

me all the time, “Come up and have coffee, Chénjiey know, over to his restaurant, “come on
over here,” you know. | went over there a coupléhoee times and, you know, he was so happy
to see me, you know. And it was just, it just fghod being around Bob, | always liked Robert,
you know, he was very, very good to me, and with yoe know. | mean he's, there's one guy
that | could never, ever, ever have anything detntal to say against, you know. And as far as
the children are concerned, |, it's impossiblenfigrto try to figure or find something against
them, because they're all good boys. At least #8neywith me, anyways. And that's how | judge



an individual, is how are they with me, you knowawvhmean? You know, | go over, if | have
lunch over there, to the restaurant there, Pauksaower, and Jerry comes over, you know,
Harry comes over. So, yeah, but you feel good,kymw, you feel good.

But the older you get, you lose some of that. & ibly little, you know, you pick up the paper,
this one's gone, and then. That's why | say, 't t&tp you with anyone that can speak the way |
speak on this subject because they're gone. Maddfgah's gone, Dick Kiah's gone, John
Gomley's gone, you know, Bobby Campbell's gone, Baldlacci's gone, Jim Mooney is gone, |
could go on and on and on, you know. Thank Godstlthhere.

JR: Allright. How about, just one more to ask yawout, Bill Cohen. Like, do you
remember, you probably remember him from way back?

CB: Ohyeah, | remember him as a child.
JR: Yeah?

CB: Yeah.

JR: What did you think of him?

CB: Well, I guess Bobby's a good boy. | mean B#'s got a brother by the name of Bobby.
Because | know his father, | knew his grandfatheis grandfather was a baker there, that
Jewish bakery. And then his father worked with bamd his brother, his uncle Bill worked with
him, too. And then his aunt Getel, she workedhiar, too, you know, the three of them worked
in there with the old man, and then when he paas&y they took over the business. And it
was, it's a funny situatiomufintelligible word), they, Getel, anything that they sold at the Ipake
was hers, you know. Anything that the other bayd,secause they had their own routes, you
know, Ruby had his own route and everything. 8oew him way back then when he was just a
little kid. They lived right next door to me, Billived right next door to me I think on the
second floor of the Solaby's house, you know. Amdi| he was about ten, eleven years old.
And then they moved up to Somerset Street whicimithe other end of Hancock Street, but it's
off Han-, it's Somerset Street instead of Hancdeke$, you know. But Billy was a good boy,
he was a good kid. You know, | remember him likédren, you know, he was a child as far as
| was concerned, but he was a good little boy, kmaw, he wasn't a wise guy or anything like
that. He was a great basketball player. He pléngsttetball for Bangor High School and for
Bowdoin College, and he was a great basketballeplay

But, like | say, | know him, he was Republican.aTs another thing, every time | go down to

the bakery | try to get Dick and Ruby and Getelywlbn't you sign up on the, they were
Democrats, truly they were Democrats, you knowcddse even then, on the average, you were
Democrats there, you know. And, ah, what the (ugiintelligible phrase), what the hell's one
vote. | says, “Ruby, one vote is, makes all tHeedence in the world. Elections have been won
and lost because of one vote.” Ah, the hell withSo finally, you know, when the boy, because
he ran for city council, he got elected to thatiact he was on the school board prior to that, but



when he ran for congressman, then they enrolledtadbecome voters. | don't know whether
they enrolled as Democrats or Republicans, but émeglled, you know, and they voted.
Because | saw Getel, in fact the, God rest her, gastl before she passed away | saw Getel and
she says, “What do you think about Billy runningegt Hathaway?” Hathaway was senator
then. | says, “Well, | don't think he's going tbgays, | wished him well, | said, “but the only
thing is that Hathaway's a good man,” and | salys, Sure that Billy's a good man, too, but he
should stay in there as congressman and let Hathaleae.” | says, “He's going to have a hard
time beating Hathaway,” you know. And she saysellwthink...” Well he did, he beat him,
you know.

And then another thing that is hard, you talk alwbehards, I'm what you might call a diehard
Democrat in a way, as far as my principles andogbibhies are concerned. But not to the extent
that I'll vote for anybody as long as he's a Dembgou know, you know what | mean? He's
got to be a decent individual first. But when Bi@ohen ran for congressman, | voted naturally
for Billy, you know. And so these friends of mirtet lived on the street there, | says, they were
Democrats, said, “Well oh no, we're Democrats, a@tosote for Billy.” | says, “He's a

neighbor for God's sakes,” | says, “he grew up wextr to you, and you can't vote for him?” |
says, “He's a good boy.” If he was a scoundrlsdy well | don't blame you. But Billy is a
good boy, you know. And, “Oh no, | vote Democratit says, “Well, that's funny but,” | says,
“I've always worked hard for the Democratic Party bcouldn't see myself voting against Billy
Cohen.”

It's like Baldacci, let's supposing John, let'spgaging that we were Republicans instead, and yet
he changed over to be a Democrat and now he's a@amyou know what | mean, or
Republican | meant, he's a Republican now, andodiatlyink for one minute that I'd say, well, |
can't vote for Baldacci, no way, because | gotdiefor the Democrat whoever he is, you know.
No way, | got to vote, | have to, and within mynsoience, good conscience to myself, and to be
honest with you in good conscience to his fatheragine what his father would think if | would
vote against his son, which is a good boy. Butsfdon was no good | could say, well, that's, and
I'd give him my reasons and then his father, I'ne sunderstands that. But he's a good boy, and
there's no reason whatsoever that | should everttakattitude, well, I'll vote for my own party
instead of for the incumbent, or whatever it ig¢heBut, he happens to be belonging to my
same party, but that's not the reason I'm goingpte for him. I'm voting for him because he's
John Baldacci, you know.

And that's the way | have been, my philosophy leenkihat way all through its inset, and this is
what has hurt me and I'll be honest to God truthfitth you, | realize that now that I'm older and
wiser, it has hurt me terribly. And | got absolyteothing and nowhere with the political
system, yet | busted my hump for them ever sirgeieption, way back when | was just a kid,
you know. In my juvenile years, the years thatdwdd have spent working for myself, | worked
for the Democratic Party. And what did | get otitt® Absolutely nothing. And this is
something, it's still a bitter pill, it's hard taallow.

JR: Well, I think I'm pretty much, have all the gtiens | have answered. Do you have
anything more you'd like to add, anything you'dtigatarly like to share about yourself, the



Democratic Party, whatever?

CB: Well, as far as myself and the Democratic Raveygo back a lot of years and, from its
inception. And it was very discouraging at theyeeginning when there was nobody there but
myself and a couple others. And | recruited, inliginning they were all close friends of mine
that | recruited to get on the committee, you knd\md finally, it worked in, you know what |
mean. It's hard, it's hard, you know. Even wittbBaldacci, | mean, | had no problem getting
him involved in that. But still, it's kind of hatd say, well, come fight for a dead horse. You
know what | mean? You want to be on the winnirgsiEverybody wants to be on the winning
side, and this is why | hate it when these stupidpte, they'll say, “Well vote for so-and-so.”
“Why?” “Because he's going to make it.” | coulste less whether he makes it or not. What is
he going to do for the good of the people, thishat I'm concerned about, you know.

| like to put myself in the shoes of another perand find out just exactly how they feel under
these circumstances, under these conditions, drateording to that, you know, instead of
saying, well, who cares. As long as I'm contenthwihat I'm doing, that's what matters. That's
not what matters. Not if you want to procreateditons in this society, you know. But there's
a lot of things like that that kind of bother ygquou know, that have bothered me, that have
bothered me. And it's just, but it's something,an experience, it's something that I've had a
good experience on, especially just, | can cregietf with making a Democratic state out of a
Republican state, because it was really hard thelireve me, it was a dirty word to be a
Democrat. You had to be courageous to say, “IDeaocrat,” you know. | might be, say,
“What are you Charlie?” “I'm a Democrat,” you knand you might say, “Well he's just a
jackass, he don't know what he is.” But that's ttbhe way it was, you know. It was a dirty
word. But today, now, it's a good word to be a Derat, because especially in the state of
Maine, because we more or less got out of a, clthaag of our bootstraps and got topside a
little bit, you know. 1| just hope that they conigngetting the right people in there to do thetrigh
thing for the people.

And | know as far as John is concerned, it's digfinigoing to be the right thing with John, truly
it is. John is going to do right, because he'snéwgotten his past. And | knew his
grandparents, | knew his grandmother on his fatséde, | knew his grandmother and
grandfather on his mother's side. They grew upymeighborhood, you know. | knew Mary
ever since she was a little girl, you know. Sorevall the same people, you know. And John,
God bless him, he hasn't changed at all, you khewasn't, in all the years that he's been in
Congress, you know, he's no different now than s when he was on the city council, you
know. He's that kind of a person, you know. Hegitt look upon himself as being way better
than you are. He's just an everyday person. diday he's so liked.

And everybody, | don't think I've, | haven't heartd/body that can have a, say a bad word about
John because, and he's got a good memory, hessggatd memory. Because | have a sister-in-
law that works over at the school lunch in Lewistgou know, that's part of his territory. And

he was talking to her and, | don't know how my namme up, oh, she says, that's my brother-
in-law, you know, it's my wife's, she married myfets brother. And she told me, | saw that
John Baldacci, oh, he's so nice, you know. And tkieat's one of the reasons, that's how he is,



you see. Not just like, not with acquaintancesanething like that, with everybody, you know.
Regardless of what your stature is, you know, the@sway. Thank God. He's like his father,
his father had a terrific personality, his fathersssomething else. Yeah, poor Bobby. | wish to
God he was still alive to see this. But that'swlag fate is. But then, like John and | say, you
know, he knows what's going on, he can see it. iaiter mind your g's, John, and play it safe
because your father's up there.

JR: Yeah, he's watching you.

CB: He's watching you. But all the pride that pdohn, that poor Bob would have to see his
son in there. God. | always thought the worlgp@dr Bobby, God rest his soul.

JR:  When did he pass away?

CB: Let's see, he was sixty-four, and he would Hmen seventy-two, so about six, six, seven
years, eight years ago I'd say, about eight yegos @ime flies. About eight years ago, yeah.
But gee, I'd seen him just about three or four m®iefore that and he looked good, you know,
high spirits and everything. And then when Bobdig e that his father was in a bad way
there, he says, “You ought to go see him, he'dtbkeee you.” “Well, what's the matter with
him?” Boy, | could not believe it when | went upuisit him. My God, it didn't do me no good
to do, to go see him, because it really broke mmigee that poor man that way, the way he
was, you know, so high spirited and everything.d Amat poor guy just sat there, you know.
Thank God the boys were around to kind of lift npeauittle bit. And he's one guy that you
can't say anything detrimental against, can't sgyhéng at all about Bobby. Bobby was one
hell of a good boy, ever since I've known him. Amgbt acquainted with him, when | come out
of the service we belonged to the Knights of Columtongether, you know, that's how | got
acquainted with him then.

JR: Great. |think we've just about got it done.

CB: Well, maybe. Yeah, I did, | have met some wasfd people, though. That's another
thing, there's pros, to everything there's a panon. And the pro on that is that regardless of
what | got out of it financially, | did meet a helf a lot of good people, | did meet a hell of & lo
of good people, you know. And I'm not talking abguys like Kefauver or this one and the
other one, I'm talking about everyday ordinary pedige the fishermen in the counties there, in
Washington County and Waldo County, you know. Wity were state committeemen, you
know, | met them on there, they were state comenttn, you know, Jim Sawyer, | don't know
what, Jim must have passed away by now. Hugh Cpha& gone, you know. In fact we had a
big rally over to his house one time when Clint@lan was running for governor, you know.

And then Ed Kennedy was there, young man theny @ersonable chap, you know, but then he
started getting in with the topsides there, they&ting down, instead of going up he's going
down. Now he's not worth a damn, you know, asdaitletriment to the party now to have
somebody like that in there, honest to goodnes=e. G\nd of course he never had it tough, so
he doesn't know what it's like to be tough, butlamthe Democrats have always proposed a



good time, a good life for the poor people, youlndnd that's, regardless of what your stature
is, but there are no more ordinary people in then@aatic Party, with the exception of a few.

John Baldacci's one of them that's an ordinarygoersut | don't know how many more there are
in the whole Democratic Party in Washington, thayywou know. And we're fortunate that he's
from Maine, and that's why | say I'm certain hedlelected as governor, really and truly.
Because his personality alone, you know, he's gatoal memory, he remembers people, you
know. And he brings himself down, | mean, he dadsimg himself down, but he'll talk at your
level. He won't look down, you'll say, hello JolhnMr. Baldacci. Hi. And go talk to his

friends again, you know. Hi, he'll go over andta you, you know, and spend a few seconds
with you, you know what | mean. So that's the Wways. That's why I, that's the way I've
thought of him ever since | can remember, you krenvd I've known him ever since infancy,
when he was born, you know, I've known him all thgears. And | can't ever find it, growing
up as a boy, any of them boys, you know. I'd tefl,lBob, God bless you, God's been good to
you, he gave you some beautiful boys, all good peysry one of them, you know. As far as
the girls are concerned, | don't know them too well know, but, and Joey | didn't see, because
they're the last three, Lisa and Anna and, not Awat's her name, Lisa was one of them,
Maria | guess itis. See, | can't even remembBerd Joey, the last three, | didn't know them too
well, you know what | mean. But all the othersekv, you know, | knew.

So | guess | must have said it.

JR: Yeah, great interview, thank you very much.
CB: Alittle boring, but still.

JR: Not at all, not at all.

End of Interview
moh279.int.wpd
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