Bates College
SCARAB

Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library

5-24-1999

Flanagan, David oral history interview

Andrea LHommedieu

Follow this and additional works at: http://scarab.bates.edu/muskie oh

Recommended Citation

L'Hommedieu, Andrea, "Flanagan, David oral history interview" (1999). Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection. 132.
http://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/132

This Oral History is brought to you for free and open access by the Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library at SCARAB. It has been accepted
for inclusion in Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection by an authorized administrator of SCARAB. For more information, please contact
batesscarab@bates.edu.


http://scarab.bates.edu?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scarab.bates.edu/archives?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
http://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/132?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F132&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:batesscarab@bates.edu

Interview with David Flanagan by Andrea L’Hommedieu
Summary Sheet and Transcript

Interviewee
Flanagan, David

Interviewer
L’'Hommedieu, Andrea

Date
May 24, 1999

Place
Augusta, Maine

ID Number
MOH 098

Use Restrictions

© Bates College. This transcript is provided fatiuidual Research Purposes Onlyfor all

other uses, including publication, reproduction godtation beyond fair use, permission must
be obtained in writing from: The Edmund S. Muskiekives and Special Collections Library,
Bates College, 70 Campus Avenue, Lewiston, Mairg046018.

Biographical Note

David Flanagan was born in Bangor, Maine on Junéd.897. He grew up in Bangor, Hampden,
then, Portland where he attended Deering High Schde was the eldest of eight children. His
mother, Constance Flanagan, was a registered randdis father, Thomas Flanagan, was an
insurance claims adjustor for the USF&G Companys feimily was Catholic. He attended
Harvard University where he studied history andegament, and then went on to the University
of London, Kings College, to get a master’s degaee, returned to Boston College Law School
on a scholarship. He worked on the congressiarapaign of Peter Kyros, Sr., and did some
work for Elmer Violette and Governor Curtis. Aetlime of the interview he was running as an
Independent candidate for Governor of Maine.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: the death ohtin Clauson; ethnic diversity in Portland in
the 1960s; economy in Maine in the 1960s and nwgotpanies that dominated it; debating
opportunities at Deering High School; teenage Deats@t Deering High School; work on
Peter Kyros, Sr.’s Congressional campaign; GovelBrennan; impressions and general
recollections of Muskie; and Muskie as founder aid@rn anti-pollution era.
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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with David Flanagan condddiy Andrea
L'Hommedieu on May 24th, 1999 in his office at CMiPAugusta, Maine. Mr. Flanagan, would
you tell me your full name and spell it?

David Flanagan: My name is David Thomas Flanagan, F-L-A-N-A-G-A-N

AL: And where and when were you born?

DF: 1 was born in Bangor, Maine on June 28th, 1947.

AL: And where did you grow up?

DF: | grew up in Bangor until | was in about the, @dyrth grade, and then | moved, or sixth
grade, and then | moved to Hampden and was dowa foea few years, and then moved to
Portland where | went to high school.

AL: And what are the names of your parents and gi&fin

DF: My parents’ names are Thomas and Constance Flanagd | have seven brothers and
sisters: Terrence, Paula, Martha, Nora, Petea, lasd Mark, and | sure hope | didn’t forget
anybody.

AL: And what is your place in the family?

DF: First.

AL: You're the oldest?

DF: Yes.

AL: What were your parents’ occupations?

DF: My mother was a registered nurse, although vii#tt inany kids she devoted herself full-
time to raising the family. And my father was asurance claims adjustor for the USF&G
Company.

AL: And what were their social and religious beliafgl their political beliefs?

DF: 1 would say that they did not express any gredtipal beliefs one way or another until the
war in Vietnam when my mother became quite adviersiee war because she had a whole

bunch of draft age kids. And | was raised as &aQat

AL: What were your parents’ relationships with diéfietr groups in the community, family, and
ethnic and economic?



DF: It was really a self-contained family unit; iolked inwards. They really didn’t have a lot
of time for outside activities. And | know my fathalways had a feeling that the veterans’
organizations (he was a veteran of WWII), didndlhgdo a good job of representing the true
interests of the rank and file veterans and didatte much to do with them. So they really
didn’t have a lot of interaction.

AL: How do you feel that your family affected youyas! grew up?

DF: Well | wouldn’t be here without them, would 12hink that they were always interested in
the intellectual development of the kids and wanteldave a very stimulating environment for
discussion of issues and, you know, current evemdsthings like that. And they made every
effort to give us every opportunity they could viithheir limited means to take advantage of
educational opportunities.

AL: Did they ever discuss politics at the dinnereabl

DF: The kids did, not the parents, and, except ay,|®y mother became somewhat radicalized
by the war. But we had lots of discussions, bugdily was primarily among my siblings.

AL: Were you all fairly close in age?

DF: Impossible with that number of people. No, |, yogingest brother is twenty years
younger than I am. We never lived in the same élooisl.

AL: What were some of the other influences on youdiessyour family unit on you as you
were growing up?

DF: Well I'm sure that teachers were. In particuiaddiampden | had a school teacher, a Mrs.
Stanley whose husband was very active in Repubpcditics and later served on the Maine
Public Utilities Commission. And she even at thatly age of my political consciousness back
in 1957-58, | was getting conservative, rural, itiadal Maine Republican ideas from her. Then
when | was in high school in Portland, | had a wenful teacher named Elizabeth Ring who was
a noted Maine historian. And Miss Ring had a gdeat of influence on a number of students
not just at Deering but at other schools aroundrattia much more liberal, open, progressive
agenda than | had experienced in Hampden.

AL: Would you probably say Bangor was your hometown?

DF: Yes.

AL: What was it like when you were growing up poétig?

DF: Oh, well, | really, I left Bangor about the timehen | was ten years old, about the time that

| was beginning to read the papers and that sdlting. Oh, you asked about influences. |
should also say that | had a grandfather who wascl driver for Railway Express and a



member of a, one of the railroad brotherhoodswihdse personal political views were quite
conservative. And he was the one who first gor@aeling newspapers and news magazines.
And literally it was when | was, it was at the timiethe Hungarian Revolution in 1956 so | was
nine years old. And he thought it was time | stfbeing aware of the world.

AL: Well then tell me from your perspective what Rord was like politically?

DF: Portland at, when | was a teenager, | think Wad,ended the era of Republican
domination and I think representatives were belegted at large rather than by districts, and
the Democrats were taking the whole delegationd #here was a lot of, it was the era of, you
know, after the death of President Kennedy anddason, during the Johnson presidency and
the war, there was a lot of people starting toiggerested in politics; a lot of activity.

AL: At that time also, Ed Muskie was governor, tlstfDemocratic governor in twenty some-
odd years. Were you aware of him?

DF: Yeah, he, yeah, | was sort of aware of him algfiotinat was, | think his term ended in ‘58
didn't it? So, again, that's just, you know, | wasare of him. One of the first things |
remember though is the death of Clinton Clausoof @surse being a big major news event.
And, you know, | think John Reed was the first goee that | really had a sense of.

AL: What was the ethnic make-up of Portland?

DF: I, | went to Deering High School and | had adbfriends at Chevrus and the sense | had
was that the place was, you know, half Irish-Cathahd half Jewish. But | later came to
appreciate that there were actually other groumgaimcommunity. And, but | think that it’s fair
to say that it was, the dominant political forcesviiash and the ethnic-make up was probably, |
don’t know, split between Yankees and Irish pridyariAnd, while Jewish people were so
prominent as leaders in the community, the numiesaily weren't there. And | never had a
sense that there was much, there were many Frexogiey even though Westbrook and the mill
were right next door. And Maine has, obviously atylabout twenty percent of the population is
of Canadian heritage, Franco-American heritagesr@were also a number of people with
Italian names in, at Deering and in Portland asddpose that ethnic group constituted a
significant part of the community. And then a fBwnenians and this and that stirred in for
good measure.

AL: What industries provided the jobs locally?

DF: Inthe 1960s? Well | think that S.D. Warren doated the economy of the area. And
beyond that I think Union Mutual and Blue Cross anthe, you know, white collar office-type
operations in Portland were probably the second sigsificant employers.

AL: When and where did you meet your wife?

DF: | met my wife at the Portland police stationwds working as a law student in the office of
the county attorney Joe Brennan at the time, dradila good friend who was the first female



juvenile police officer in the city of Portland. nd she had a friend she thought | would like, and
so she introduced us. And as it happened it wHgeagtolice station, which was probably a
symbolic sort of thing.

AL: Has she shared your involvement in politics angwnity affairs?

DF: She’s very deeply involved in community affamst so much in politics. But for example
right now she’s vice chairman of the Board of CathGharities of Maine, she’s on the board of
the new psychiatric hospital that is succeedingskat Brook, and she’s the president of the
children’s center for disabled kids up here andben very active in the United Way. And she
has a long list of that kind of community and ciingolvement.

AL: You told me a little bit about your secondary eation. What were your experiences like
in school?

DF: In high school?
AL: High school.

DF: | was primarily involved with debating and saeEf very fortunate. | was part of a, you
know, a small cadre of kids at Deering that hatiance to meet and interact with like-minded
people elsewhere in the state. So that in thoaesyiegot to know a lot of people who have been,
you know, you’d see again at Boy’s State and thddemocratic politics or politics in general,
and many people who are still good friends of miker example, John O’Leary who's now the
U.S. Ambassador to Chile was on the debating tear€lievrus, and Clark Erwin who was later
the business writer for the Portland paper was Wéestbrook, and Jim Tierney who is attorney
general here was from Brunswick High School. Asalthere were a lot of people that, George
Isaacson up in Auburn who is now the attorney fdr. Bean’'s and a community, leader and
Nancy Ross who was the head of the Maine Organmim&a was from Thornton Academy. So

a lot of people that, we formed our own little wbtlguess and had people like Elizabeth Ring as
coaches and mentors. And it was a wonderful egpee.

AL: Besides the connections you made from debatihgf were some of the skills that you
feel you brought away from that?

DF: 1think it was the best part of my education ighhschool. As | look back on it | think
learning how to drive, learning how to type, leahhow to speak a little French, and being
involved in debating were probably the most us#firigs that | got out of school. And what in
particular about debating was valuable was the eypinaf advancing a proposition, supporting it
with facts, and documenting the facts. Seemsypedtimentary but until you do it for a while,
it's not quite so natural as you might think.

AL: And Elizabeth Ring was part of that officially?

DF: Oh yeah, yeah, she was the coach for the Detgarg and a good friend of Brooks
Quimby up at Bates, who | guess was the state maisie of all this stuff. And Miss Ring put



us through our paces in terms of getting our argusi®gether and anticipating arguments from
the other side and, you know, just trying to opprour minds. She was, | think she, she was old
enough that she was able to vote in the first mle¢hat women could vote for President. And
she supported Robert La Folette, the progressire Wisconsin, and was very proud to her
dying day of that.

AL: Where did you go to college?

DF: Harvard College.

AL: And what did you study as a major?

DF: Oh, history and government and the usual things.
AL: And then you went on to law school?

DF: Yeah, | went, actually after | got out of collelgead the great good fortune of not having to
go into the Army which | thought | was going to eaw. And at the last minute, or at the draft
board physical they said, “No, thanks.” So theweas in August with no plans because | really
thought | was going to go. And so | quickly apgli® a program over at the University of
London at Kings College, which was very inexpensid¥&d so | went over there for a year and
traveled around Europe and got an M.A. And theanhe back, poor as a church mouse, and
went to Boston College Law School on a scholarship.

AL: During the time from high school until you gratk@from law school, did any of that
education or the experiences in England change gutlwok, your attitudes or your beliefs?
Did they further shape them or change them?

DF: Oh yeah, for sure. And two things, one was bexjgpsed to an awful lot of students from
very different backgrounds but by and large quitie @eople, and getting, this is the first time |
really had any sense of the economy, and, you kaaj it took to make up the economy on
the one hand. And on the other hand, | went offctwool idealistically supportive of our policy
in Vietnam as trying to, you know, keep people aiuthe clutches of totalitarianism, and over
the years became more and more concerned abouAim@ancan policy was being conducted.
And that was, you know, that just deteriorated gyear until the damn thing was finally over.

AL: Can you tell me when did you begin your polititelolvement and go ahead and give me
sort of a chronology?

DF: Sure. I, let me see, | remember seeing Richadr\ | remember seeing President
Eisenhower out at Dow Air Force Base when he cap® Maine for a fishing trip; that was
pretty exciting. And then I, later on | saw Rictiédixon speaking at the Bangor Auditorium in
the 1960 campaign. And then when | was at higlha@i¢lthe same kinds of people that were
involved with debating were involved with politiaacluding a guy a year behind me at Deering
named Peter Kyros, Jr. whose father was at that panning for Cong-, or soon there
afterwards running for congress.



So | got involved, well let’'s see, even before thém1964, along with some of my friends, we
founded something called the Teenage Democratsion’'t know, | guess it was, there were
other chapters around the state, but we got irtetes that. And | remember going down to the
‘64 National Democratic Convention in Atlantic Citshich, with Alton Lessard who was at that
time the U.S. attorney from Maine. Anas{de - oh, hi Arthur. Tape stopped. . . had this

little organization of Teenage Democrats in theatgePortland area and so | went down to the, |
went down to the convention in Atlantic City withiroU.S. attorney. And I'll never forget it; he
had a huge Cadillac and it was | think just the bias, or maybe Earle Shettleworth who’s now
the head of the state Historic Preservation Comanssas with us, and he went rocketing down
those highways at eighty miles an hour. And tlesoe, he did this with impunity because he
had a little placard on his dashboard that saidtédinStates Attorney, Official Business,” And
apparently Attorney General Kennedy had made aemegts for this kind of thing because of
the trouble U.S. attorneys and law enforcementei§ were having down south because of the
civil rights movement. Alton turned this into fpersonal advantage.

Anyway, what an experience that was. I'm not diue been through anything as emotional
ever again in my life. 1 mean, | met, there wadsrg receiving line but | shook hands with
Jackie Kennedy and Robert F. Kennedy. When Rétmrhedy spoke it was, it was just
overwhelming and he got a tremendous ovation. h&eer, never heard anything like it again.
And the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party wasdltontesting the regular segregated
delegation which was the first | think nationalipo&l manifestation of the civil rights
movement. And with Senator Muskie so central tawwiias going on, there was more attention
paid to the Maine delegation than would usuallyh®ecase. And it was, it was just a
tremendous, tremendous experience for a, you kadug from Portland, Maine who'd never
been anywhere before.

So that’s my earliest recollection of my persomablvement with politics. And let’s see, that
was '64. Then in ‘66 my friends Peter Kyros, Jrddohn O’Leary and | worked on the “Kyros
for Congress” campaign for his father. And thasweetty all-consuming at the time. And also
| did some work for EImer Violette who was runniiog the Senate. | mean, worked for, | just
drove him around and things like that, and Govefhantis. | got to, got acquainted with a lot of
people who, many of whom are still friends of mirnd so that’'s how | got started.

AL: What sorts of things did you do on the Peter IKyfr. campaign?

DF: Oh, everything from simply driving him arounddiferent campaign stops to writing stuff
for him to say and making arrangements. | thinkrg€onley, Sr. was sort of our patron and
we sort of worked under his general direction,thete was a lot of activity and a lot of serious
involvement. And Peter, Jr. was, you know, he &aind for the, taking care of the business
side of things for his father and making all theaagements for the bumper stickers and all the
paraphernalia of a campaign. And John was, whovisry talented writer, did a lot of that work
for him. And, | don’t know, the three of us seentedbe fairly central in that campaign.

AL: Were there certain people you met during thosly gaars politically that had a big
influence on you? You said some of them you ktibw, were there ones in particular that . . .



?

DF: Yeah, | think Gerry Conley. Well certainly Pekgros, Sr. was a, had a big impact. |,
then I, | was impressed by the quality of his mimgk, | soon came to have doubts about his, the
depth of his convictions. But, you know, it wastamly, it was certainly a great learning
experience to have spent some time with him. Aegi@®and Gerry Conley became a friend of
mine back then. And through him | met Joe Brenmath whom I've been associated ever
since, and Governor Curtis and some of the peaplena Governor Curtis, you know.

AL: Could you give me some recollections of your timgolitics? Did you, were you
involved further than just that campaign?

DF: Ohyeah, sure, then |, let’s see, that was 188orked for Congressman Kyros after he got
elected the following summer in ‘67 and, down indMagton, and then I. . . . I didn’t like that; I
didn’t like the way things were handled. So | dveg out of that and in fact | think the next year
| stayed in Cambridge and didn’t come home to wthrk,next two years. And so, and then the
next year after that | was in England and so | diget back involved in Maine politics until |
started law school.

And as | say, | worked in the county attorney’dafand got to know Joe Brennan and George
Mitchell who was an assistant county attorney, Bod Lowry and a number of other people
who, Arthur Stilfin, who were involved with thatfafe and went on to do other things
politically. And then, and then Brennan changednficounty attorney to running for the state
Senate and became minority leader. And | wenhapet even though | was still in law school
(this was not a smart move), and worked as higlamavhole Democratic, the whole giant
Democratic senate delegation (which was elevenlpgas their administrative assistant, which
was a position that had just been created thaioses$he president, the speaker and the
majority and the minority leaders in each houseld/dave political assistants. And | met a
number of interesting people through that. TonytBn was working for John Martin, the house
speaker, and Bill Brownell who’s now the U.S. cleflkcourts down in Portland, was working
for the president of the senate, and Mary Websler later was on the PUC was working for the
majority leader.

So | was very much involved in politics throughtteassion and then Brennan ran for governor
in the Democratic primary against George Mitchalll #eter Kelley. And | worked as the,
basically as the press secretary and issues perstirat campaign. And then after that, after
doing some modest amount of work on Senator Mitshedmpaign for governor | guess |

didn’t do anything again until ‘78 when Brennan eayain and | was just a general supporter of
his. | was in private practice at that point; didio anything particularly special on that
campaign. And then I've worked for him when he \wasernor as chief of staff. Or in, | was,
my title was legal counsel but under the Brennay @faorganizing things | guess | was as close
to a chief of staff as he had.

AL: Did he have a different way of organizing thamef the other governors?

DF: He did, he did; he didn'’t like people to havedatitles and official positions. He had a



very sensible way of organizing things. Brennasidally set up a tripartite system where Dave
Redmond sort of headed political issues and appeints, and Kirk Studstrup who’s now a
judge headed up pure administration and | did ssiiEelephone interruption - That's my
private line, too. So that, so he basically had it divided that ywaad then his method of
operation was | think sort of like what I've redabat Franklin D. Roosevelt's. He liked to have
people expressing adversarial points of view with gort of sitting back and acting as a judge.
So that it was very common for him to have, oh, oh#the commissioners come in and make the
case for whatever project or budget item he watdetb, and then have either me or Kirk or
Rod Scribner who was our commissioner of finaneedlto say, “Well, yeah that’'s a good idea
but, here are the following eight problems with a;, to get into some kind of discussion. And
then Brennan would, you know, he would intercedapgiropriate places but he was looking for
other people to sort of test out and challengesidend | thought it was a pretty good way of
doing things.

AL: So, what next? Where did you become involveeraftat?

DF: Let's see. | left Brennan after five years, aftes reelection, his triumphant reelection |
must say. And other than being on, you know, gjuimoney to the Democrats and being on the
500 Club and that kind of thing, I really haverédmuch official involvement directly. But

I've certainly, you know, supported candidatesjous candidates in every election. Except this
last time for governor | couldn’t, | couldn’t brimgyself to do that.

AL: | know you told me before the interview that yaidn't know Senator Muskie very well.
But you must have had some connections with hinn thesyears, or at least gotten some
impressions of him. Could you talk to me a littieabout that?

DF: Yeah, when you called | was, well when | got yquestionnaire | was thinking about that.
And my earliest recollection of dealing with Sarra¥luskie was once when | was in high
school, (so it would have been before '65), | wasal in his office in Washington. And he had
this magazine down there about, that was put odihvéyPolish government, and, because of
course he was of Polish ancestry. And | said o, lhisaid, “Jeez, what are you doing with this,
you know, Communist propaganda in your office?”dAre got really angry and he started of on
the tack of saying that, well, Poland, (this istsdrthe same problem Gerry Ford had), that
Poland really wasn't Communist, and that didn’t kveery well. So he really, he just got mad
and | think people who. . .. You know, | was jastinnocent high school kid being wiser than |
should have been I'm sure, and, but | got exposehkd famous Muskie temper right off the bat.
And I've known him ever since until his death. dAof course | had enormous respect for him
for not only what he did on environmental leadgrsimnd taking over the State Department when
it was in a shambles, but | think in his later yelis involvement up here, his sincere, genuine
involvement up here on legal aid for the poor, knaw, that's something that ought to be in his
memorial as well.

AL: Are there others that you can remember that weadved politically that you think might
be good sources for this project, people who cgiid us . . . .?

DF: Well, you know, just thinking, | was just thinkjrabout Muskie being Secretary of State,



and | had a chance to tour the State Departmemnt Wwhevas down there. And the woman who
conducted the tour was Buzzy Fitzgerald's sistey, know, she’s since died. And Buzzy might
have some good observations because | know helaseswith his sister. He might, and | know
he knew Senator Muskie in his own right, too, afirse.

AL: He is president or former president of Bath Vdarks?

DF: Uh-hmm. And, let’s see, | just saw Charlie M&al Friday night; | assume you’ve nailed
him, he was very close. Did you talk, have yokddlwith Leon Billings?

AL: Don Nicoll has.
DF: Okay.

AL: Being someone who has lived in Maine for the mgj@f your lifetime, what do you think
Senator Muskie’s greatest accomplishment was fostate? Was it political or environmental
or....?

DF: Well, | think, | think probably when the last vebis written, he will have to be identified as
being the founder of the modern anti-pollution &nd really getting industry to have to meet
some basic standards for industrial cleanliness tla@ beginning of the effort to clean up the
waters and the air of the state, of the natiothink Maine, | can well imagine why somebody
from Rumford would be particularly interested imstissue. But | think Maine was probably
less environmentally polluted than a lot of the m#ghe country. But nonetheless we have
benefited a great deal from the improvements iretheronment. | remember when | was a kid
the rivers were clogged with pulp logs and werendilable for any other use, and now that’s
changed. So that, | know it's trite to say thait, that's probably going to be the longest term
benefit.

| think that the way he rose to national leaderstag of general benefit to the state of Maine.
You know, here we are with, what, three-tenthsrad percent of the nation’s population and we
wouldn’t hardly have been noticed if it hadn’'t bdenSenator Muskie’s very prominent
position in Washington. And I'm sure that helpeithva lot of, just basically getting a lot of
wherewithal up here from the federal governmentd Anally | think his, his race for Vice
President and then as a presidential candidatectedl great credit on the state of Maine. And,
you know, it's intangible but | think [it] made s®mething more than just vacation land, and
that was positive, too.

AL: Have | missed anything in my questions that yould like to add about you and your
times and your connections?

DF: No, I don’t think so. | think that, I think, wlll tell you one recollection | have that |

think speaks to Senator Muskie is that in his Igg&rs he would host events for the Democratic
Party down at his house. And he was, in Kennebaiikpnd he was unselfish in making that
resource and himself available. And it reallyyés a wonderful thing. | remember Governor
Brennan observing to me once that there are verystates where you could go to a function at



the seaside and meet the Secretary of State tfrthed States, an up-and-coming senator, the
governor and other leaders of the state and héesger and do it all for fifty bucks. And, you
know, | think, you know, that ethic of public acsde leaders who really meant something,
really amounted to something, and being able t@ lravhonest-to-God discussion with them, is
something very special about this state. And Serduskie was the mentor of us all in that
respect.

AL: Thank you very much for your time.
DF: Glad to do it.

End of Interview
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