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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Don and Barbara Aleganat the Muskie



Archives at Bates College in Lewiston, Maine ontBeyber the 18th, the year 2003, and this is
Andrea L'Hommedieu. Don, if you could start byiggyme your full name and spelling it?

Don Alexander: The name is Donald G. Alexander, D-O-N-A-L-Dfd® Gilbert, Alexander,
A-L-E-X-A-N-D-E-R.

AL:  And where and when were you born?
DA: 1 was born in Lowell, Massachusetts in Marckh28942.
AL: And is that where you grew up?

DA: No, some in Nahant, Massachusetts, but bagicattheastern Massachusetts through
high school.

AL: And what were the communities like that youwgre there, in terms of religiously,
politically, socially, economically?

DA: Well, Lowell was a town that was kind of in dee. It had been a major textile town,
somewhat like Lewiston, and at the time was inidecl We only lived there basically during
WWII and for a short time afterwards, then we moted place called Nahant, Massachusetts
which was sort of a suburban Boston community, gbsticking out into Lynn Harbor. That's
where | lived through high school.

AL: Did you have a sense of politics growing upirderest or a sense of how people felt
about things?

DA: Ohyeah, | got involved with helping out sonmdifical campaigns and things like that,
and my parents were always involved in issues. mdyher particularly was involved in local
government organizing issues, both with schooldssand local government issues in the town,
conservation issues, things like that.

AL: And what were your parents' names and occupsRio

DA: My mother, Ruth Bachelor Alexander, was anriotedecorator; my father, Donald C.
Alexander was an accountant, a certified publi@antant, and then he became comptroller of a
company later on.

AL: So after you completed high school, was that yiost connection coming to Maine, in
college?

DA: Yes, well, my father had, while he was a cexdifoublic accountant, had been, one of his
responsibilities was counting a lot of the canrfexgjories on the Maine coast, and | had come
up here some with him, just occasionally, to vigérticularly in the summer and things like that.
My first real connection with Maine was Bowdoinlege.



AL: And how did you come to choose Bowdoin?

DA: Iliked it, I liked the location. | appliedehe, got in and didn't apply anywhere else. You
know, it's one of those things. | liked the schddiked the size, and so that was that.

AL: Were there any particular professors while wewue at Bowdoin that left an impression
on you?

DA: Oh yeah, Athern Daggett was the head of theguaent department, he was very sort of
influential in moving me to sort of look towardsMalook towards doing well. David Walker,
who was a professor there for awhile and then wewntork for Senator Muskie in Washington,
was someone who sort of influenced me to get ireain, you know, be sensitive to political
issues and things like that. Certainly those e My track coach, Frank Sebastianski gave
me a lot of support and confidence, too. Butt jumd good relationships with a number of both
students and professors in college, and enjoyedxperience very much. Dr. Hanley was the
team physician; | worked with him some becaused assistant trainer in the athletic
department, too. So, those types of things.

AL: Were you there at the time Paul Hazelton widsagprofessor?

DA: Yes.

AL: And do you have recollections of him?

DA: Not greatly. He was in the education departménever took education courses. | did
work with Paul Hazelton when he was one of out fiurt mediators, when | was first on the
district court, he and Roy Gleason would come domwrunswick District Court where | was
assigned and help mediate small claim cases. Wamprobably the most significant contact |
had with him was when he was doing that, becausat just didn't have the same circles at
Bowdoin.

AL: And then you went to Chicago to attend law stho

DA: | came to Chicago for law school, yes.

AL: Now, at what point did you gain some politicakrest?

DA: Well, in college | was involved in helping adme campaigns, too. And at Chicago |
really, | was, well in college | was a summer intar Washington, the congressional offices, |
got a position, | actually worked with CongressrBates from Massachusetts but Senator
Muskie had helped arrange to get me the positidheatime. And that was in the summer of
1963.

AL: And what sort of work did you do as an intern?

DA: Oh, whatever interns do, help respond to cpoedence, meet constituents coming in, do



small research projects probably that don't haeatgignificance, things like that. Help
congressional offices run. The congressional efithen were very different even than they
were six or eight years later when | was workingleaHill. It was a, you know, small, the
congressman had one office, the rest of the staffamother one, that was it. This was
Congressman Bates, and he was a relatively seejulitican on the Armed Services
Committee and yet he had, you know, he had oneeoéind all the other staff, his senior advisor,
a couple other staff people, the secretary and Ifpydlein one office in one of the old House
office buildings.

AL: The staffs were much smaller then.

DA: Oh yeah, that's right. The big expansion aff stctually, as | understand it, occurred after
| left Washington. But there was even big changealise office buildings added and things like
that after, between the time | was an intern whvels 1963 and the time | started actually
working on the Hill which was 1971, early '72.

AL:  And how long did you stay on the Hill?

DA: | worked for Senator Muskie through his enviramtal subcommittee basically for two
years, a year and a half, two years. | started®if2 and | got through, went back here, moved

here, in August of 1973.

AL: I'm going to stop here and I'm going to stathwou and then we'll sort of meet up,
because | imagine that this, about the time wdkentaabout, you two are meeting?

Barbara Alexander: Yes.
DA: We met in Washington, yes.

AL: Okay, so let me go ahead and start with ybéyou could give me your full name,
including your maiden name, and spell it?

BA: My name is Barbara Reid, R-E-I-D, Alexander, A&EX-A-N-D-E-R. My maiden name
is Reid, R-E-I-D.

AL:  And where and when were you born?

BA: | was born in October, 1946 in Kalamazoo, Mein.

AL: And did you grow up in that area?

BA: Grew up in suburban Detroit. After the war dad went to work for Chrysler
Corporation and basically worked there until heddrehis early fifties, and we lived in a
succession of suburban type Detroit environmamis\elligible word), Birmingham and so

forth. And then in the early sixties my dad acedp transfer to work in Caracas, Venezuela for
the international division of the car company, #melentire family went and it was a dramatic



impact on our family and our, broadening of ourihams and learning about the world and
everything. So that certainly is an outstandingré¥rom my childhood. | was twelve to fifteen
during those years.

AL: During those years.
BA: Yes.

AL:  When you were growing up in suburban Michigéid,you have a sense of your parents'
political beliefs and what the community around yaas like, religiously and economically, |
mean, economically of course the car companie$/réalve the economy.

BA: [ would have to say no. Neither of my paremse politically involved, | recall no
discussion of politics or public issues at our @intable. And the only event that | can think of
that would have triggered my personal intereshosé issues was the experience in Caracas,
Venezuela where world events seemingly were vesiphd and surrounding us all the time.

AL:  And then you came back to the Detroit area?

BA: Right, we moved back when | was in high schan{ | finished high school atgme)
High School and went to the University of Michiganl964.

AL: In Ann Arbor?
BA: Yes.
AL:  And what was your major?

BA: Political science. My interest in the worlddanternational affairs, foreign affairs,
political affairs, really grew out of my internatial experience in Caracas and | was very
interested in that issue. And it was unlike anyelse in my family, to that date, who had shown
and interest in the area.

AL: So are we talking about the mid to late sixtied you went to college?
BA: Right, '64 to '68, the classic years.
AL: Can you give me a perspective as to what itlikago be there at that time?

BA: Well, it was, you know, it was there then arg&lnow looking back and it's hard to
separate the two, isn't it, at this point. Butaety, when | entered the dorm in 1964 the whole
idea of parietal supervision of incoming freshmad dorm inhabitants at the college had just
ended, you know. But even then we had curfewshichvwe had to sign in and out, but still the
notion of close supervision was just about gonayentry there. And | was in the dorm for two
years, and | would say the first several years werg normal, you know, college parties, dorm
surrounded activities, contests, you know, todfldats and compete for homecoming, getting



used to the football and the fact that you couldayparties at these fraternity houses. | mean,
all of that was all | remember in the first couptmars of college.

But the growing sense of concern about the warigindam began to be very obvious by the last
two years of my college, and in fact the first te@acin America about the Vietnam War
happened at the University of Michigan and | atezhd. | remember distinctly sitting in the
audience listening to people talk about the efféthis war on the culture and the people of this
country, of whom, you know, no Americans knew athi And the thought of opposing the
government in its war was palpable at this eveutt] Istill was not drawn in to a lot of particular
activity at that time although | was extraordinariiterested in international affairs. | was
taking Russian as a language, | already spoke Sip&oim my years in Caracas, | had had
French in high school. | wanted to enter the Fpr&ervice, that was my goal at that point.

And toward the end of my senior year in '68 | gotolved with a group of kids, through the
political science activities, you know, who wantedjo off and work for Robert Kennedy in his
primaries in the spring of '68, May and June. Ajained a bus load of students from the
University of Michigan who went to Fort Wayne, lada that spring, and got organized through
the Kennedy campaign to go door-to-door and doassiig of neighborhoods to turn out the
vote for the primary. And the Kennedy campaign bait on what McCarthy was doing to get
young people involved in going door-to-door to gae turnouts and, you know, it was all
manual, we kept data on these voters on cards altlimdicate whether we visited, who we
spoke with, what literature we left there and wketihey were going to vote on the primary day.
And obviously Democratic neighborhoods, and loeome and black neighborhoods were
targeted, and | will never, this is pre assassnadf Martin Luther King, just before, and | will
never forget the complete camaraderie, the sensgetherness.

We walked those streets in complete safety. We \gezeted at doors by people who welcomed
us to talk to them about Bobby Kennedy. It didmetter that we were white, never were we the
slightest bit afraid of what we were doing. Anttink back on it, and you could not duplicate
that today, that sense of things might be changihgpmplete trust in this politician, of
excitement that people were out on the streetrtglebout the upcoming election and the turnout
for Bobby Kennedy. That never happened agais.alpart of our society that fell apart that
spring, and that coming year, with the terriblelenze and the awful assassinations and the
urban violence and everything else. So, but thaity turned me on to the notion of change in
politics and my interest in domestic issues, aep@ to my earlier thought that | was going to
go abroad and work in some State Department foraigre, preferably Russia at that point.

So | ended up staying with the campaign. | wak aigroup of kids that got flown out to
Portland, Oregon to work on that primary, then flewwhere | organized coffees for the
Kennedy family and the women, the sisters, andldr-to-door stuff and started supervising
canvassers as opposed to just doing the canvassganizing rallies, doing crowd control. This
was a candidate who couldn't appear in public vatipeople, you know, Rosie, what was his
name, the big football player?

AL: Rosie Greer.



BA: Rosie Greer followed him around for absolutggital reasons, the guy was tiny and
small and people just went bananas every timegbéyear him trying to touch him. And he
had a whole group of people that he had to hirepaaghle around him just to protect him. This
was nothing to do with violence, this was, you kntough love stuff, you know. So they would
get all of his campaign workers involved in thiswd control activity wherever he went,
whatever kind of rally he held, walking from hig cparades that he would be in and everything.
And so we did everything. And when that campaigs over he lost Oregon, that was really
rough, really, really rough, the entire campaigrs wapressed, he was depressed. Then he went
to California and | was taken to San Francisco wiveg organized rallies in Chinatown and
canvassing the neighborhoods, and then we weréingtdV the night he was assassinated in
Los Angeles, on the night of the primary.

And, you know, there isn't, this palpable sensemsbtional impact of what was going on, with

the war, with the assassinations and everythirgg, fuwas such an intense time, | was at such an
impressionable age, that it certainly was the degityear of my professional, probably my
personal life as well. So after the funeral whielitended in New York and the aftermath of

that, | went home to Michigan and decided that $ waing to work in Washington, D.C., so |

did. | got a job at the National Security Agenggt a big security clearance, started translating
radio traffic in Vietnam, Bulgaria, | mean all tieelanguages that supposedly | was able to keep
track of and translate. And lasted there aboutaseight months and knew that politically |
couldn't do this job, | was supporting what wasngobn and |, it wasn't what | wanted to do.

So | got a job as a kind of a super secretarywworman working at the Conservation Foundation
in Washington, D.C. called Muffy, Martha Hendersang she was my mentor, she made me do
stuff way beyond secretarial work and got me inedlin Earth Day, because Gaylord Nelson
was starting to form this group of people to impégrnhis idea of a teach-in on the environment.
And | thought, oh, | know about teach-ins. Hutzyes never my, | never lacked for that, let me
put it that way. And Muffy Henderson knew all theople who were organizing this thing and
shoved me right in there, and | got to work withtttvhole group of environmental action people
to put on the Earth Day activities. So that's haaet involved in the environment, but it was all
to me politics, you know, public issues, makinghamge and so forth. So that takes us to the
early seventies.

AL: And now, so we were talking with you about ytiore as an intern, and then you went on
Muskie's staff.

DA: No, | was an intern, | finished my, go back oy senior year at college, I then go to law
school. | went to Washington and | got a job wite National League of Cities as a sort of
legislative counsel which essentially was, | dichedegal work for them, provided some legal
advice to (nintelligible word), primarily issues work and lobbying, a lot ofv&s lobbying on
legislation of interest to, of concern to citiesvisat it basically was.

AL: Did that have any relationship to the Modeid&3itprogram?

DA: Well, the Model Cities programs were adopted966, and our group was involved in
sort of trying to influence how they were implemahthrough the Department of Housing and



Urban Development and things like that.

AL: | ask that because Senator Muskie did havéta ldo with the Model Cities program and
wondered if you had contact with him through thatgpam.

DA: Did not have contact through that program. uady, | found out about the job, | was
referred to the job by the guy who was the direofdris Intergovernmental Relations
Subcommittee, that was David Walker uai(telligible word) professor of mine at Bowdoin by
that time was down working for Muskie on his Intevgrnmental Relations Subcommittee, and |
found the job through him. The job | had there wssigned three areas: crime, criminal justice,
environment, and public works. | then got, my @rgninvolvement with Senator Muskie was
not working with the National League of Cities, wax the Model Cities, there were other
people that did that, but environmental issuesaid water pollution, subsidies for building
treatment plants, things like that. Because | saasof the environmental staff and that's how |
met Barbara because we both had contacts, werg dtiff in the environmental related areas of
conservation, environment, things like that.

AL: And so how exactly did you meet, was it on mgottee?

BA: After Earth Day in 1970, Environmental Actioadided that it was going to stay in
Washington as a group and do lobbying in favorhafges in our federal laws. And we had this
incredible grass roots set of contacts all acdessountry of people, students and community
groups who had organized Earth Day activities, la#ltkve me, we had them all categorized in
little three-by-five cards. In other words, we tihd makings of a grass roots lobbying
campaign. And this is in an era in which a lothe established conservation groups, and I'll call
them that because that's what their genesis was, wa organized to do grass roots lobbying at
all. At this point in our political developmeiat,ot of these groups were having their tax
exempt status threatened if they did active lobdpyand the notion of having a lobbying
organization and a tax exempt organization hadt'ggtten sophisticated to get organized yet.
So here we had all these corporations who couloyi@al nauseam and all these public interest
groups who could not without threatening their letgnding tax exempt status, so we had a lot
of the national conservation groups not really sairehat they could do in the way of lobbying.

So the kids organized these new organizationd\#taral Resources Defense Council,
Environmental Action, Environmental Policy Cenféhe Sierra Club is not far behind in terms
of organizing the lobbying outfit to implement theiews, and then gradually all the
organizations figured out ways in which they coelglally do lobbying and started doing grass
roots work. But this was the beginning of doingtitior environmental issues, now. And after
Earth Day the first target we did was the CleanA&t and lobbied very heavily on the Clean
Air Act at the time Earth Day was getting organized everything. And Nader's organization
had come into existence and wrote a big exposetatean air and the lack thereof, and so the
push was on to get a really great Clean Air AchdAo | was doing that lobbying on behalf of
our organization and had regularly met with the &gukople to organize exactly what we
wanted this national legislation to do, and Muskas the champion of doing something other
than the same old same old. So we had a lot dacowith is office. Then in the next two years
| worked on, solely on the Clean Water Act, whieBulted in a new legislative action in 1972,



and in that context had run into Don because helotdrying that same piece of legislation for
the National League of Cities.

AL: And so did you have experiences where you ragat®r Muskie in relation to your work,
and if so what were your impressions and any rectiins you have?

BA: Well, | would say in the first several yearsoof activity there was not a lot of personal
connections with Senator Muskie, and a lot of catina with Senator Muskie's staff. Leon
Billings and, name some of the names of the pemplewere up there.

DA: Maynard Toll, Don Nicoll was getting throughaaib that time.
AL: Yes, he was.

BA: And of course this was a subcommittee thatpeaisof the larger committee that was
chaired by Jennings Randolph of West Virginia, haatontrolled the staff of the full committee
so there was a lot of, you know, internal jockeyguing on as to what staff would be in charge
of what was going on.

DA: He had a good staff person, too, a guy nameryBéyer who was | think really
sympathetic to and helped Senator Muskie a lotd then there was a lot of good workings,
more so than today | think, with the Republicarifstanintelligible word) Republican staff
person was a person named Tom Jolin who was sarsoientific expert in the environmental
area that provided a lot of assistance to Senatmkl even though he was a Republican staff
person.

BA: That's right, and very strongly in favor ofod bf new legislation. But our main target at
that point was the House side, | mean that wasnahlyand we spent a lot of lobbying on the
House side. In those early years Senator Muskitldze counted on to come forward with the
strongest possible legislation, but we would supyati know, drafts and comments and work
closely with, you know, learning the Washingtomatton. | mean, we're talking about people in
their early twenties, mid twenties here, who ugluhat point had no particular experience on
the Hill and were just, you know, shooting from thp as far as deciding what our positions
were and how to get from A to B.

But boy, we knew how to turn on our grass rootsgagn, and we could generate letters, and
we did, and phone calls on key moments. And tlzst &new phenomenon. The car companies,
for example, and the large industrial, National dsation of Manufacturers, the Chemists
Association, those were the big lobbyists, you knamd they basically brought no grass roots
approach. This was before they figured out hodadhat and they were left, you know, with
being painted as the enemy, as special interepgiddobbyists, as, you know, and the press and
everyone was on the side of the environment inghiays so they were easy pickings, let me
say. They got much more sophisticated and bettehat they were doing very quickly. But the
70 Clean Air Act, the '72 Water Act clearly weraigkie's greatest triumphs, and deservedly so,
and would not have happened without him, but emwirental lobbyists at that point, you know,
were always pushing the envelope, were always ggkinmore. But | don't recall a lot of



personal interaction with the Senator as suchadttiime, but a lot with his staff.
AL: Do you remember Charlene Sturbitts?

BA: Yes, | do. | hadn't thought of that narariftelligible phrase) many years. She was
quite young.

DA: Yeah, | mean, remember she joins the subcomenstiaff after | do, so probably she
maybe starts work after she gets out of collegantelligible word) College, in like summer of
1972, I'm thinking? 1 think I'm right. And she vks with the subcommittee staff from that on,
though remember, she shows up because her mothetase friend of Jennings Randolph and
so she was just sort of placed there becausel ilwvas her mother helped her get the job, so
she was a little bit suspect at first.

AL: Yeah. Did people sort of, were standoffishhwier until they figured out -?

DA: Ohno, no, no, | don't think we were standabffi8ut | remember being there, then hey,
we've got this new staff person and, yeah, her emathaunt or somebody's a close friend, has
tea with Senator Randolph, so. But she was apgcgon and she was bright, she related well to
us, Leon and | and, as | say, but she was on #fiessarting in like 1972 so | only worked with
her as colleagues for about a year before | [Effiten of course she was one of the ones who
stayed a long, turned out, stayed a Muskie staffqrefor a long, long time.

BA: Did she stay there a long time?

DA: Ohyeah.

AL: And then went to Mitchell's staff as well.

BA: Oh, did she?

DA: Oh yeah, she was one of the ones who, you kabwgeah, because remember when she,
when we're dedicating this place it was 19877

AL: | think that's about right.

DA: She's still on Mitchell's staff then. | remeialking with her then, yeah. But she was,
she just started off, you know.

AL: So let's see, where, I'm trying to catch ugraga where we were with you.

DA: Okay, | worked with the National League of €#tiand got to know Barbara there. |
worked on environmental issues, | worked on cleatemissues, and we both, in terms of better
water pollution control we were also interestednproving the subsidies for building treatment
plants which was one of the big things then.



BA: Yeah, he wanted the money, see, for his clidnisthat was okay.

DA: Well, it was other things, too. We had aniiestin the clean up issues, and we had
issues and priorities. For example, the Natioresldue of Citiesupintelligible word), and
Barbara and |, you know, had some contacts with(timantelligible word), were involved with
work on the, in opposition to the proposing th¢ inilSST because we thought that money could
be better spent on urban issues and problems arftutie subsidy that was being requested for
that.

BA: Do you remember the SST battle?
AL: The Supersonic Transport?
BA: That's right. I'm sorrydughing), it seems so absurd now. We never did buildeotieer.

DA: So, you know, | worked on that and | worked, goknow Muskie's staff, particularly
Leon a lot and fairly closely. And when the presitlal campaign was starting in 1972, this is
when Muskie is sort of building up hisnintelligible word), well, 1971, excuse me, Leon asked
me to come and join the staff to basically helpahadut for things while he was soon to be out
campaigning, and help work with Senator Eagleton whs sort of going to be sort of Muskie's
backup on the committee, to sort of help watch kiungs went while Muskie was running,
involved in the presidential campaign. And soihgal Muskie's staff | think like the first work
day of January in 1972 with that goal, primarilyney my focus was to be on, you know, what
was going on in Congress, congressional actiwtiede, you know, to the extent Leon was
involved in the campaign or things like that. Lewais, obviously stayed there and was the head
of the staff and subcommittee the whole time, awdd his assistant during the time. So that's
how | got to actually work on the staff and obvilyu®lated to Muskie in a bunch of ways.

AL: I'd like to hear what your impressions weré&ehator Muskie when you first got to know
him, and how you related to him, what your impressiwere and any recollections.

DA: Well, a little bit intimidating because he, ykmow, he was fairly, you know, he had a lot
going on, and | had met him a couple times, youknno like '70, '71, things like that, just a hi,
how are you, glad to hear you're working for theeSi and things like that. But when | started
working for him though, he was focused on the piesiial campaign and so I'd have sort of
brief conversations that were a little bit intimiiehg, as | think they were for a lot of people. He
was very bright, wanted things done, wanted thahgse with high quality, and brisk.

BA: Brusque.

DA: Yeah, but that's all right. 1 mean, he gohgfsi done but he was relating to a lot of people.
And then as, of course, after the presidentialpgaagn sort of got over and he was back more
involved and | had more direct contact working whtm, usually with both him, working with

he and Leon on, you know, be it drafting legislatay rewriting what was said on the House
floor and things like that, and so we'd have cosagons.



| don't, | wouldn't ever think, | don't think | eveould have had what I'd call a warm and
pleasant relationship with him. | mean, | workeithvinim some, | worked primarily with Leon
and the other staff and all, see him occasionalipéetings assessing what we were doing or
hearings, or sometimes, you know, on some discassi@'re having while we're waiting for
stuff on the Senate floor, because sometimes lfov¢h other issues he was involved in on the
Senate floor, things that weren't involved with #mvironmental sub-, it used to be called the
Air and Water Pollution Subcommittee, then | thinkecame the Environmental Subcommittee
only after | left. But anyways, but he might bgaived in other issues related to the
environment but not the subcommittee. Then wew hiaeon or | or both of us go over to the
Senate floor and help him on things.

BA: Wasn't there an issue involving solid waste r@ogcling or something like that that was
supposed to be your particular area that you weiregca big briefing book on or something?
What was that?

DA: Well, we drafted some solid waste proposedslagon. | think we called it the Lobbyist
Free Lunch Act, 1973 or something. We didn't knbivwould get through but we thought we'd
put it out anyways so we put out a draft bill ahthgs like that. But, you know, so we, yeah, as
sort of a next step in things that were going anyou know, sort of subsidy and regulatory type
programs, and we drafted that. That didn't eveaggwhere.

AL: I've heard from others who we've spoken to Setator Muskie liked to really hash out
maybe draft legislation in terms afrintelligible word) or the ideas or find the holes in it. Did
you ever experience him going through that process?

DA: Oh yeah, he'd sit over here with his glassegdan his nose and, what's this, what does
that mean, what's that going to do. Oh yeah, de'that both with legislation and with reports,
draft legislation and reports and things like thdeah, sure, he would, because he wanted, if he
was going to, particularly if he was going to gtoia Senate debate, he wanted to know exactly
what he was talking about. And he was, | think entian a lot of other senators, really wanted
to be on top of things and know what various thingsnt. So we would go over, on all of
them, who's going to ask about this, what if sondgtasks about this, | just read that, you know,
| don't understand it, if I don't understand it hcan you expect my colleagues to understand it,
things like that. And then we'd talk about it amdat it meant and maybe ought to be changed.
Oh yeah, that's right. Some were intense sessmmsgtimes that way, yeah.

AL: You've mentioned Tom Eagleton. Now, at somiatgdee started the campaign in '72, '72,
right? As a running mate?

DA: No, no, no. The '72 presidential campaigniagion, Senator Muskie's running for
president. At that point, this is, Eagleton getgived as McGovern's running mate later. At
that point what happened is, you know, Eagletdaiity, had a fairly close relationship with
Muskie. As a result, he was sort of assuming aflsbrt of the oversight responsibility for
some of the committee work that Muskie had beengiand | was brought, | joined the staff at
that point to sort of work with primarily Senatoadleton, though | was sort airintelligible
phrase) to maintain this oversight while Muskie was oatpaigning. And of course Muskie



came back from the campaign after April and waslved, and then Eagleton got, was picked
by McGovern to be his running mate and then was fehile, and then the controversy about
the mental health issues came up and then he vwmagedlifor Shriver.

AL: Right, but at the time that McGovern asked torbe his running mate and he started, was
it the case that you and Leon Billings were wantmgo out and help Eagleton in his campaign?

DA: | don'trecall it ever getting to that. Oneewas picked, | can remember spending a lot of
time in his office with, who was his assistant, ¢uy from Ohio? Fairly big guy. Bob Maynard.

BA: Oh, | remember that name.
DA: Yeah, Bob, | can remember -
BA: Don remembers all of this stuff.

DA: No, I'm not that great, really. But anywayspBMaynard ultimately went to be a lawyer
in Cleveland, Ohio. He and some of us, includitigink even Tom Jones, who was a
Republican staff person, | remember we spent aflbine in Eagleton’s office talking about
various things. | don't ever recall planning toay on the campaign trail with Senator
Eagleton. Leon may have, you got access to Leon -

BA: (Unintelligible word) his speeches and stuff like that.

DA: We sure did stuff like that. But | don't rdaalyself doing anything toufintelligible

word) the office. | was asked, because | was on thentittee staff, | was asked to go and help
with some things the Democratic National Commitieze doing. For example, | remember that
I, or maybe even we went, | don't know if yaumifitelligible phrase), that we were in Denver,
Colorado when they had the break in at Watergatdewwas on the committee staff. | was
helping organize a conference out there on, frahtdyget what.

BA: | don't think | was there.

DA: | remember meeting with Dick Lamb who | thinkswthe governor of Colorado then, and
all, and then having calls from the Democraticfsthbut having been broken into while | was,
this was while | was in Denver for something tovdth getting things ready for the campaign
and political things, the general campaign. Bwtasn't, didn't have anything to do with the
Eagleton campaign because actually that, that breafs before the convention | think, the
break in was before the convention, yeah, so itseasething that was leading up. 1 think,
coming back, it was a platform committee meetirgy know, sort of conducting platform
committee hearings, you know, to talk about issneslvance of the Democratic National
Convention is what that was. So | mean, | did thatl don't recall any plans for myself to go
out on the road doing stuff for Eagleton. | hddtaof contact with him personally in his office
during this particular period, well all throughghthat year, | had more direct, as the senator's
staff person, contact with him than with Senatorskie.



AL: And then you came back to Maine in '74?

DA: Seventy three. What we decided was, Barbas@ele to go to law school and we
decided on various places and we thought we'ddikaove to Maine, we just decided, | didn't
see myself staying in Washington, D.C.

BA: We either had to leave or we knew we were gtirtge there a while, you know, it was
one of those.

DA: Yeah, and | wanted to come back up in thisatioe, and so we decided to, and Barbara
got into law school in Washington and in Boston hede, and we decided to move back here.
So we, | left the subcommittee staff, or continteedo some consulting work for them still, and
we moved back here in 1973.

BA: Right, and don't forget, this was the deptdedpair in Washington for any liberal person,
that whole year. | mean, it was clear the pregsidexs a crook in some way and yet there was
no, nothing happening. | mean, he was then remlegbu know, and the atmosphere was
poisonous and depressing and it was like, get mefdwere, you know? How can all of our
things that we've worked on so hard over thesesyleamaffected by this.

DA: You've got to remember that the people who wsereof active, involved in Washington,
Democrats. | mean, the break in occurred five iIm@before the election, and by the time of the
election there was absolutely no question thatthaes significant White House and Republican
Party involvement and yet Nixon was reelected lgndslide. | mean to us, all came out and
was revealed in '73 and '74 wasn't any surprissesarwe were very depressed to see that despite
this obvious corruption of the system, criminalroption of the system, this person had been
reelected. And it's a time also, you know, conative congressional Democrats were not
particularly supportive of the general objectivéshe Democratic Party or good government or
anything else. And so it's just something thatdeeided to, | think actually Barbara and | went
to Williamsburg just for a trip. As we were drigidown, Ruckelshaus, who had been an
environmental, we'd had first contact with and wagonderful persorugintelligible phrase),

got fired as attorney general.

BA: The Saturday night massacre?
DA: Yeah, and at that point decided, this is enpugdre leaving.
BA: Yeah, we're outta here.

DA: And that's, you know, that's right. We werwidg down to Williamsburg and we heard
that was going on. And remember, the Senate Datgy¢che Democrats have large majorities
in Congress at this time. This isn't a time likemwhen Republicans are in control. And yet,
because of the conservative leadership they reaten't doing very much despite this obvious
corruption. And, because this is 1973 now, afterdlection. But still, | mean, everybody in
retrospect says, oh, great, people went out andldillis wonderful stuff to, you know, stop the
corruption and catch up with Nixon. Like the Vietn War, there were a lot of people who were



Johnny-come-lately on that, too, who were Democrats

BA: Right, that summer didn't look like, you knaWat's going to happen. And we were ready
for a professional change, and we had been maarjesr, we knew we were going to start a
family at some point, you know, did we really wamimake our career in Washington - - no, we
didn't.

DA: And Barbara knew that really for what she wdrtedo, a law degree would help.

BA: Oh, yeah.

AL: So you came back to Maine, and there you atteedt/niversity of Maine School of Law
in a very pretty famous class.

BA: Yes.

AL: | mean, there are a huge group of you whoymattch, | mean in a lot of ways, run the
state of Maine today because you're all that gadygeople, Janet Mills and Jim Tierney.

DA: Jim Tierney's not in that class is he?
AL: But he's nearby.
BA: Right, that whole group of classes.

AL: | mean, it was two or three or four years jhat produced - - what was it like to go to
school at that time, did you -?

BA: Well, we had the largest class of women thatdlv school had ever had.
AL: You know what, I'm going to stop you and letiygtart on the other side.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL: We are now on Side B.

BA: This was, the class that started in '73, thadlgated in '76, was the largest group of
women who had attended law school up to that time.

DA: And significantly larger than any class before.

BA: Yes, absolutely, right. And, we had a numldgremple in that class who had been out of
college for a while. | had been out of collegerfgeiars at that point, and a number of people
had had other careers or professional activityreeloey started law school, so the combination
of people who, you know, were not just freshmelaw school, you know, having done four



years as undergrad, and the fact that we had aemmhlwomen who were obviously welcome,
they were praising the fact that we were thereyweee nurtured and mentored all the way along,
made for a wonderful environment. And, you kndwe luck of the draw in terms of just

drawing all these interesting people over thosedwitiree years worth of classes that were
going to school at that time.

AL: Do you recall some of the people you were st with, and sort of the political
atmosphere in law school? Because I'm told duthagperiod there were a lot of students who
spent half their time going to classes and half ti@e on campaigns.

DA: Janet.

BA: Well, there's Janet. | started the environ@adatv section there and spent all of my
summers working for environmental organizationsenestepped a foot inside a law firm,
working for environmental organizations. Spent ohthose summers in Washington raising
hell about Senator Muskie and his activities onGhean Air Act - - we're going to come back to
that | think in a minute. But, you know, the worselaw section, environmental law section, all
of those things were new and different activitietha law school at that time, so there was a lot
of activity going on, no question about it.

AL: And so tell me about your conflicts with Semattuskie at that time.

BA: Well, this would be the summer of '75, andd heft Washington behind but had not lost
track of what was happening there. And the CleeirA8t was up for major amendments and
subject to a lot of controversy that year, all dfieh focused on Muskie and the House side, but
certainly Muskie's subcommittee. And | was hirgdle Sierra Club to move down there for
the summer and become one of their lobbyists oiCtean Air Act because | knew the thing in
and out, | had worked on the '70 Clean Air Act amable it my professional interest to follow the
implementation of that law, had gotten involvedaine in some air pollution permitting before
the Maine Department of Environmental Protectiowimch | as a pro bono helped represent
some testimony before the board at that time atb&udir pollution law and the effects of the air
pollution from the stacks at the International Ray@él, because they were expanding. And the
issue was tall stack or direct in-plant pollutiamtrol, and so | was, you know, arguing in favor
of the direct in-plant pollution reduction rathbanh just putting the stack up another hundred
feet. They put the stack up another hundred bsetihe way.

But anyway, | was still involved in a lot of envimmental activism, and | was doing it in Maine
on behalf of the League of Women Voters which | gatten involved with as a volunteer
group, and there were, you know, the Natural Ressu€ouncil of Maine was around, and |
thought that they were way too conservative inrthigiws and not activist enough and not
pushing the envelope harder, so | got the LeagWarhien Voters involved and we did a lot of
stuff on those issues.

But anyway, in the summer of '75 | went to D.C. amaiked for the Sierra Club on the Clean
Air Act. And, you know, it wasn't a lovefest atattpoint because we had a situation where the
Clean Air Act did require at that point probablyeevthen everyone realized unrealistic pollution



reductions on automobile pollution. You know, @lean Air Act said ninety percent reduction
in 1970, and then there were these extensionshayditere all granted, and the issue was what
was the statute now supposed to say. You knowjtvgasng to continue the ninety percent?
Well, probably not. And the auto companies werelmietter organized and had a lot better
information, but they were still in the just-say-school. But anyway, the, Muskie's
subcommittee came out with one version, the Hoasgeoout with another, Muskie then started
backing down and ended up with a proposal at oiv@ fftat was a ten percent reduction for the
first year of the extension. And the environmestalwith whom | was associated, and | urged
them to do this, came out in opposition to whateB@nMuskie was doing and criticized him
publicly, but it was my idea to call the press adilk, have a press conference in Washington at
which we invited the Maine press and publicly ci#ed him for his work at that point and his
proposal at that point, and he went ballistic.

And the reason why | know he personally went bilis because, number one, Leon told me,
and number two, that same summer Leon had us oves home, at which the senator came and
lectured me about my tempered attitude and hovd lthdearn how politics worked in
Washington, and how he was in a position wheredukth salvage something because he
couldn't get support and he had to make compronaisés didn't understand compromises.
Right, so | mean there was that personal interactdhat point.

AL: And you weathered the conversation all right.

BA: Oh yeah, nothing intimidated me, unafraid. elam, obviously | was intimidated but, you
know, | told him, well if you didn't have peoplé&d me on the outside screaming about what you
ought to be doing, how would you ever have a comyse that could get you to the point where
it would be acceptable. So | viewed myself asrsgthe outer boundaries. So | talked myself
into having done a dutiful public purpose with thgproach. | couldn't tell you whether in the
long run it made any difference or not, but theeswo action that year, it all got put off for
another couple years.

AL: And how, it must have been interesting to ymbe really even strongly, more strongly
idealistic about where the standards should be Smrator Muskie, if that makes sense to say it
that way. Even though you came from the DetroitiWan area and were really against the, in
some respects, the employers of your father.

BA: Right, that had some personal implications Wlyicu may or may not be interested in, but
obviously, you know, there was, the interest iflitimn environment had nothing to do with what
my father did but when it got down to the Clean Aat and what the automobile pollution
standards ought to be then obviously that's somgttinintelligible phrase) what my father did.
So, you know, he was never real thrilled with rhpice of activities. But on the other hand, he
never argued with me about it either.

But getting back to the Muskie situation, Senatarskle was always first a politician, | mean he
had very strong views and he pushed the envelogeente thought he could, but he knew the, |
mean he was determined to be successful withipdhecal environment in the Senate that he
found himself in. He knew how to maneuver in tea&e, he knew what he had to do to get a



bill out of committee, he was skilled at moving hgenda forward. But he also knew when he
could and when he couldn't, and when he couldmitangou know, where people wanted him to
go, he did what he thought he had to do to movagenda forward. So he was not an
ideologue, he was never, | don't think he everpengonal impression is that he never entered
politics just to do environmental activism. He olhimself in a position where he could do
good work in that area.

And he never did anything without making sure tiatid it right. You know what I'm saying?

I mean, he was very bright, he was, like Don salidays wanted to know himself exactly what
was happening and why. And he wanted to do a gumdut he knew the environment he was
situated in and in '75 and '76 it wasn't the emriment that he had in '70, '71 and 72 in terms of
politics, the economy and everything else. | @aklback and be more generous about his
decisions now than I could then, but you know,that was my role. Somebody had to say, uh-
unh, this is unacceptable, so that's what we did.

DA: But he always was, you know, got along withafisrwards. You were saying, that night
over to the house, things like that, but, becausd wccasionally bump into him on some
political things in Maine because we were involuegolitics later, the gubernatorial campaign
in 1978, things like that. And then of course waimmained close personal relations with Leon,
we'd visit him or he'd visit us, for a long time.

AL: Well you probably have, | mean you have totfegtinat, | mean the years and years of
work you put into the Clean Air Act, he probablyreed with you ideologically.

BA: Oh, yes.
AL: And so I'm sure it wasn't something -

BA: He was constrained by the politics of his gitraand his judgment about where he could
go, and he didn't like being criticized back homethe exercise of that judgment. That really,
you know, upset him because he had an image, tigree; as an environmental savior and
didn't like to be subject to criticism for what fedt at the time was something he really had no
choice about in terms of the technology that wasgyon then, what he knew about that
technology, and what the politics were as to wieatduld get out of committee. So, reasonable
people will come to different conclusions.

AL: And so what did you do after graduating fromv kchool until the time you became
director of the Consumer Assistance division atRh&C?

BA: Oh, | remained involved in government or, yowww, public policy continually. Our son
Phil was born in 76, | took some time off for tlaaid did some consulting on the side, most of it
environmental related, and then when Joe Brennarelegted governor | was appointed the
head of the Bureau of Consumer Credit Protectidni¢ghvis a consumer agency that at that point
was separate but is now a part of the Bureau okigrsince, in the last several years they've
downgraded it. But anyway, it's in charge of inmpémting the Maine Consumer Credit Code
which had to do with consumer credit, interestsatksclosures, loans, debt collection, fair



credit reporting laws and a bunch of consumer tecredit related activities. So my little
office supervised banks and car dealers and Sedrsther grantors or credit in the state,
licensed debt collectors, licensed lenders who wetetherwise banks, and | was there until, |
was there three or four years.

DA: Nineteen eighty-three, and then you went tokwor Libby Mitchell (unintelligible
word).

BA: And then | was up at the State House workimd_foby Mitchell, that's right, for a year,
and then Catherine was born, and then | joinedvthime PUC as the head of the Consumer
Assistance Division.

DA: That's sort of the end of the time that Brenwas governor.
BA: Right.
AL: Okay, and what was it like working on the MaligC?

BA: This office that | was appointed to was braed/nhad just been created as a focal point
for consumer protection, dispute resolution withsiamers who had problems with their utility
service, basically upgrading the commission's ighiiirough a staffing function to address
consumer protection issues, service quality isdoasincome program issues, basically the
consumer side, not the rate making side but thewosr interaction side of public utility
regulation. So | had a great time, | was thereytmars, | had a staff of about ten or eleven
people the bulk of whom were involved in handlindividual consumer complaints. But |
created a system that categorized the complaintsaalyzed them and recorded them annually,
and allowed the commission to actually take actoresponse to trends in complaint areas,
developed new rules, | did a lot of work on rulekings at that time and so forth.

AL: And | want to get back to you now. We've coraekito Maine and at some point you
become deputy assistant?

DA: Yeah, what happened is we decided to come bale&ught | was going to hang out a
shingle and then, but it turned out, an option taeme up to work in the attorney general's
office. | was hired by John Long who was thenvasks his last year as attorney general, to be
assistant attorney general for environmental ptatedecause | knew a lot about the laws, I'd
just been working with them and this was the timé&e state when, relating to implementing
these new federal laws. And so -

BA: Both air pollution and water pollution.

DA: Yeah, air and water pollution and | knew theempwell because 1'd worked with drafting
them and amending them and things like that. j[Bméd the attorney general's staff as his
environmental attorney in January 1974 as oppasédnging out a shingle, wound up driving
back and forth from Augusta to Yarmouth before iv@fs opened between Augusta and
Yarmouth, so it was a long commute. Did that fgeear. Joe Brennan was elected.



BA: Butthen we moved to Bath.

DA: Yeah, we moved to Bath in '74. Joe Brennaneladed attorney general and | was
there, | hadn't had much contact with him beforehguand | just hit it off very well, and so
shortly after he became attorney general | waschhgitaken out of environment and got into
more general civil stuff, and then when one ofdbputies left | was appointed deputy attorney
general even though I'd only been there a fairtytstime and was basically, you know,
Brennan's deputy dealing with civil litigation, @imatters, administrative matters,
administrative issues, dealings with the legiskttinings like that. Plus, of course, | helped a
lot with his planning for his campaign in 1978 besa, which was something we were planning
for in 1975.

AL:  What was it like working on his campaign?

DA: Well, yeah, | was in the attorney general'scefthe whole time, | wasn't sort of a separate
campaign worker, | did a lot of work with the cangraand also we did some work when he was
beginning to be attorney general sort of gettinmg down to Washington more, introducing him

to Washington and things like that and we dealbh\wiénator Muskie a number of times through
that. And, | mean, | enjoyed the office, it wasealy open office because | think the way that Joe
Brennan figured that he would look good is if hiehlis staff be visible, so he didn't have any
restrictions on talking, of other staff member&itag to the press and things like that. And | was
sort of supposed to watch out for things like tiyaty know, make sure that the people stayed, as
they say today, on message. That wasn't the teem but it was, but you know.

He hired a lot of people including Janet Mills, ned a large number of new people in the
attorney general's office and some of them arktlséte. The attorney general's office size
expanded significantly and we had, he would balsicave people their head to go and engage
in initiatives, to, you know, be it to protect thate in one way or another or things like that. A
lot of it was sort of defending the state againgisstoo.

BA: Totally unlike Senator Muskie.

DA: There was a lot of work, it was interesting ky@and very diverse. It's tough to sort of
characterize it in retrospect of thirty, you knawenty-five years later. | mean, | enjoyed it very
much because of the diversity of it. One day yaw loe involved in a Milk Commission

hearing, because | was among other things attdordfie Milk Commission, next day you

could be dealing with Gov. Longley on somethingoiwing forest fire matters.

BA: Boundary disputes.

DA: Next day @nintelligible word), | had an opportunity to appear in the supremetdwice,
never arguing but once when helping write briefd athwhen Joe Brennan argued, and once
when a colleague of mine, Ed Bradley, argued a icese supreme court. Which you don't
have, so, it was just a, it was tremendously vdeiady me, opportunities of doing a diverse
number of things. And occasionally | would tratelarious speaking appearances that Joe



Brennan did, too, and then of course we had aypngiti know, very active campaign in 1978.

Interestingly, we, | don't recall doing a lot ofenaction with Muskie and Muskie's staff in the
78 campaign because, if you recall, we thouglg,Br@nnan didn't agree, he was out
campaigning until the last minute, we thought we agretty good shot. Remember, Hathaway,
we were trying to save Hathaway's seat, that's evadot of (nintelligible word) work of

Muskie's staff ¢nintelligible phrase), in terms of '78. Of course we didn't in thatigtion. So, |
mean we worked with Muskie a lot but there wasiuit @f work, there wasn't a lot of
interrelationship of Muskie and Muskie's staff pkeogoing a lot of work on the Brennan
campaign because their efforts were more towaml$itthaway situation.

AL: And so you were still there in 19807

DA: No, no. The night of the election, 1978 elactil'm walking up to the attorney general's
office at, this is -

BA: This s true.

DA: Thisis, yeah, at about, well because | was thls elections person, just, you know, you
did more stuff, a broader range of stuff therevak the elections person, too, and so | had -

BA: Election law person.

DA: Right, yeah, on election, any election nighimgary, in other words, we would go through
the AG's office, we'd then have to go over to theratary's office at the State House and stay
there until an hour after the polls closed everywhmecause questions would come up, you
know, it's five minutes to eight and we've gotreelof fifty people, what do we do? Or it's, you
know, six thirty and we've run out of ballots. Yahave State Police officers at the State House
to be able to take new ballots. | mean, thisas, know, we don't have the same
communications then we do now to be able to, yankrat high speed take new ballots
somewhere, or can we use a copying machine to fdyadlots. You'd have to record this and
say what you've done, and all this type of thigg. | was walking, and so | did that most nights.
Actually, the night that Barbara had Philip | hadyo over and do that in 1976, you know,
because that was the presidential election therd iwas, so | was walking up to the AG's
office and the governor come up to me and asked hveanted to go to the Blaine House and
watch the election results, and | said | couldrstjll have to work, sorry about that. And, well

BA: This is Longley, now.
DA: This is Gov. Longley.
BA: Right, really kooky.

DA: Well, | don't, see, | don't always share tHahean, | had a fairly good relationship with
him, Brennan had a fairly good relationship witimhi



BA: But he did a lot of kooky things.

DA: Well, he did a lot of different things and, yknow, the people that were used to doing
things the same way didn't like it. But Longleyanlged them, changed a lot of the way we think
about state government, and | don't know thatwlzat all to the bad. | mean, yeah, he did things
different but it's, anyways, | was, and he saidj know, | know you want to be a judge, I've got
a list, you're at the top. And sure enough, twekgdater he nominated me to the district court
and so | was sworn in on, | was sworn in to théridiscourt four days before Joe Brennan was
sworn in to be governor. See, a lot of peoplektthiwas one of Brennan's first appointments;
actually Bob Clifford from Lewiston here was JoeBnan's first judicial appointment. | was
actually Longley's last judicial appointment, ad started on the district court, so | was never
involved in the government, | mean the assumptian that | was going to be counsel to the
governor but that didn't happen.

BA: Dave Flanagan was.

DA: Yeah, so, and then Dave Flanagan wanted todsedent of Central Maine Power
Company so, clearly economicaliyn{ntelligible phrase). But anyways, so that's where that
went. And then | was on the court, and of coursil] we still maintained good relations with
Leon and all after that so I'd occasionally seeaB#rMuskie at some things, but of course once
| was on the district court | couldn't go to paél functions. Barbara did, she, probably she
maintained better political contacts after thanthdid. But that's what, you know.

AL: So you've been on the court ever since inmdiffecapacities, and now in, was it 1998 that
Angus King appointed you to the Maine supreme jadlimourt?

DA: Yeah, because as | say, | went on districttaauhe very end of 1978 and then, | was
only on the district court a year and Joe Brenmgpoanted me to the superior court and | was in
the superior court until 1998, and then Angus Kapgointed me to the supreme court.

AL: | don't know if I've asked everything, pleask ine if there are other areas that I've
skipped over that are important to talk about,ligesvations or maybe anecdotes that you have
about Senator Muskie that sort of illustrate hiarelster or the time period or anything you feel
that should be added?

DA: Well, the thing is about Senator Muskie is myngerception of how different he was
from a lot of the people who were, you know, sditeading politicians in the Senate then, is
that, | mean, he really believed in knowing thing®r example, this stuff about, you know,
going over the bills. | mean, a lot of, you kndunintelligible phrase) some of the other
senators, they would have no idea what sort of Hikky were pushing, or have very little idea.
Certainly not down to the, you know, what's in fdi®n six of subparagraph two, and stuff like
that. And that he really believed in what he waig, that he was on top of what he was doing,
and that, you know, if he had to knee jerk he wdeaitt to knee jerk in the right direction. And
that wasn't the case then, you know, we all thimk about, well, everybody was opposed to the
Vietnam War then - - not so. We think now thatrgiedy was in favor of environmental
legislation then - - not so. It was a very difficsituation and he was on the right side of issues



when it wasn't easy or popular to be on the righa sf them.

| mean the issues, some of the issues he was lgativelved in, it looks great now but
considering what the leadership was in the Sehatg twhich was very hostile to change, very
hostile to change, very hostile to new ideas, seyportive of the existing corporate structure,
the existing governmental structure and all, he, was know, somewhat unique, | mean in that
circumstance, both in the work he did which I'm entamiliar with on the air and water

pollution subcommittee, and also on the intergoremntal relations subcommittee, some of the
things he did there about the, you know, lookinthatnintelligible word) and

intergovernmental relations, the impact of varipusgrams of the federal government on others,
things like that. So, | mean that's sort of a gaelngbservation, and | don't think he gets, is
recognized because in hindsight you think everybedy on the same side. Not so.

BA: Idon't have anything more to add. | meangmat interaction with him was the summer
of '75, you know. His work in '70 and '72 were@bgely praised by environmentalists, strongly
supported, we took him for granted, probably to @etriment in doing so, but our big enemies,
guote, unquote, were over on the House side argpert enormous amount of time and effort
lobbying over there, generating letters over theyeng to get movement forward over there,
and relying very heavily on Senator Muskie andkniswledgeable staff to keep the agenda
moving forward.

And Senator Muskie was responsible for the 197@Ckeir Act, without a question, without a
guestion. He saw an opportunity to get some sttegiglation because of the public view of the
environment and the lack of organization of theagipon, and he just pumped it right through.
It was really wonderful to watch. And in '72 heswasponsible for the strong Senate bill that
allowed the House to move toward the Senate sidbeoQlean Water Act. So there was never
anything other than, you know, we're in this fighgether kind of approach to things in those
early years, and deservedly so. It would not Hegpened without his leadership, no question
about it.

AL: One last thing | want to ask is in regards aot Day, and your mentioning Gaylord
Nelson as the leader in terms of that national daigl Senator Muskie also have a strong
connection and visibility with that day? Becausdtén hear of Gaylord Nelson and I'm
wondering if from your perspective, having beenrswlved, whether Senator Muskie was
connected to that.

BA: Yeah, it was Gaylord Nelson's idea, so he vaayes viewed as the father figure and the
press went to him about this issue, he announawatitnally and promoted it. And Senator
Muskie, once it became a phenomenon and the thigwg tp become this national event with
communities all across the country having someviigtio honor Earth Day, naturally Senator
Muskie was very strongly interested in, you knovagwsing and talking in favor of
environmental issues. But it was not his perstdmag. | think he got involved in it and made
some national speeches around it, and you knoanna remember if he was featured at one of
those Washington Mall speeches that day, thereaiagye program on the Mall in D.C. with a
lot of national figures and | just do not remembien because | flew to three different cities that
day and made speeches, you know, of some naturevduere along the line, and one of them



was in Minneapolis or something, | don't rememb®ut anyway, | wasn'tin D.C. so | don't
remember.

AL:  Well thank you both very, very much.

End of Interview
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