Bates College

SCARAB

Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library

6-24-1985

Anastasio, Frank and Diana oral history interview

Jim Ross

Follow this and additional works at: https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh

Recommended Citation

Ross, Jim, "Anastasio, Frank and Diana oral history interview" (1985). Edmund S. Muskie Oral History
Collection. 7.

https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/7

This Oral History is brought to you for free and open access by the Muskie Archives and Special Collections Library
at SCARAB. It has been accepted for inclusion in Edmund S. Muskie Oral History Collection by an authorized
administrator of SCARAB. For more information, please contact batesscarab@bates.edu.


https://scarab.bates.edu/
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh
https://scarab.bates.edu/archives
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://scarab.bates.edu/muskie_oh/7?utm_source=scarab.bates.edu%2Fmuskie_oh%2F7&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:batesscarab@bates.edu

Interview with Frank and Diana Anastasio by Jim Ross
Summary Sheet and Transcript

| nterviewee
Anastasio, Frank
Anastasio, Diana

| nterviewer
Ross, Jim

Date
June 24, 1985

Place
Mexico, Maine

D Number
MOH 007

Use Restrictions

© Bates College. This transcript is provided fatiuidual Resear ch Pur poses Only; for all

other uses, including publication, reproduction godtation beyond fair use, permission must
be obtained in writing from: The Edmund S. Muskielives and Special Collections Library,
Bates College, 70 Campus Avenue, Lewiston, Mair#04018.

Biographical Note

Frank Anastasio was born in Rumford, Maine on Oetah 1913. He was the son of Sicilian
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Transcript

Jim Ross:  All right, begin, what is your full name and cemt address?
Frank Anastasio: Frank Anastasio, 32 Kimball Avenue, Mexico, Main
JR: When and where were you born?

FA: Rumford, Maine, October 4th, 1913.

JR: Did you grow up in the Rumford area? You speast of your childhood in the Rumford
area, | take it, all of it?

FA: 1did.

JR:  You didn't go away to boarding school or anyhiike that?

FA: No.

JR: Did your parents grow up in the Rumford areajid they move to -?

FA: They came from Italy.

Diana Anastasio: Sicily.

FA: Siclily.

DA: There's a difference.

JR: Yeah, that's the truth. When did they, did/tbeme over when they were younger, older?

FA: Well, they'd been married in Italy. He and father came first, he came about 1908 and
my mother followed a few years later, about threarg afterwards.



JR: Sothey'd been here about three years whemvgoel born?
FA: No, | was bornin 1913.

JR: Oh, okay, two years, whatever, all right, ok&yhat did they do in Rumford, what did
your father do?

FA: He was a shoe repairer, shoemaker.

JR: Did you have any relatives?

DA: Your mother was a seamstress.

FA: Oh yeah, my mother was a seamstress, thdt's rig

DA: And I think she was terrific.

JR: Did she work with your father?

FA: No, she was just a home person. In those mayisers stayed home.

DA: But she was professionally trained as a seassstr

JR: Oh, all right. Was there, I'm just curiouserthis a mention of a sewing club that Muskie's
sister had mentioned, that their mother might Haelenged to. | was wondering, is there a
possibility your mother belonged to that?

FA: No, my mother did not belong to that, no.

JR: Belong to any sewing club or anything?

FA: No, no.

DA: They had a club, she belonged to a club wite.Mtuskie. | remember her telling me
about it.

FA: Well, they called it, a club, sometimes thabvehgroup (nintelligible word)?
DA: Well sure, well that was their club that alwayd together. She used to tell me, she told
me all about her club and Mrs., | can't remembev wiho else belonged to it, but | remember

her telling me about the club and Mrs. Muskie.

FA: Must have been Mrs. Muskie and, | wonder wauld have been, wouldn't be the
Barkers.



DA: How about Nellie?

FA: The Duncans? Possibly.

DA: | know she was very close to Mrs. Muskie.
FA: Oh, very close, yeah.

JR: What did they, do you know what they did irstbiub, or what was the tying thing, what
made them come together? Or it was just some hivse?

FA: Just some housewives that wanted to sew saotteesl for their children. In those days no
one had money.

DA: Then later on they played cards. When the gatolder. | remember her telling me
about playing cards.

FA: | remember she used to go play cards, yeah.
DA: Yeah, they played cards.
FA: Well, my mother talked to you a lot, didn't 8he

DA: They just did that for some kind of recreatithrat's all they had for recreation was getting
together like that.

JR: Allright, so yeah, would they meet often dauymow?

DA: Once a week | think, you know, rotate differeomes.

FA: Of course in those days they met every day, lpagpnt shopping every day. You was
bound to meet your neighbors all the time. Na# lilow, you go once a week, that's about it,
see.

JR: Did you have any brothers or sisters?

FA: Four brothers and two sisters.

JR: What was the age spacing, was there, did yoe hiee two that were older and two
younger?

FA: 1had an older sister, and the rest of thenmevadirfrom fifteen months or two years
difference.

DA: He was the second oldest.



FA: | was the second oldest.

JR: Allright, so was the oldest one, did he -

FA: Oldest was a girl.

JR: Oh, it was a girl, so she didn't really asstecwith Ed as much obviously.

FA: No, no, no, no.

JR: Okay, all right, what elementary school did ymito?

FA: Virginia School.

JR:  What was the grades, was that one to fouryandransitioned at fourth?

FA: Right through the seventh.

JR: Right through the seventh? So that includedbjuhigh then, or was junior high -?

FA: No, junior high was the eighth grade, and watwa®wn to the high school for the eighth
grade.

JR: Oh, so there was no junior high then?
FA: Well, no, no, not in those days, no. You wenv¥irginia School, then you went down to
the high school for the eighth grade, then youesdayght there and went right through the rest

of it. See, it was all in one school.

JR: All right, how many, do you remember how matydents there were at this school, any
idea?

FA: Which school?
JR: At Virginia.

FA: Oh, I'd say, | was going to say, I'm tryinghank of all the things | read about schools.
We had seven grades. Well I'd say perhaps it woeltivo-thirty, two-twenty-five, two-thirty.

JR: What was the daily routine? What was the dailytine of the school like, | mean when
would you get there, what were the classes like?

FA: We all walked to school in those days, andsttfeol started at eight-thirty, and of course
they had recess.

JR: Which was?



FA: The girls stayed on one side of the yard, &edobys stayed on the other side. You
couldn't go over. And we all went home for dinner.

JR: All right, when was recess, what time wouldt thappen?

FA: Oh, that would be around ten o'clock.

JR: In the morning.

FA: For fifteen minutes. Then we'd have recesherafternoon, too.
JR: All right, when would that be, about two?

FA: That would be perhaps a little bit after twadnese we got out of school about three thirty,
they split it up.

JR: So what kind of courses would, what kind ofskes did you, would they give you? |
mean, was there English class, history class, hdwhdy do you remember how they split that
up?

FA: There was English, arithmetic, spelling, angythad music and they had, what was it
Mrs. Begin, what do you call it Mrs. Begin had tatfy Well you didn't go there, you didn't go
to public school, did you?

DA: Well who taught you dancing?

FA: That was all part of her class.

DA: Yeah, she had stuff like calisthenics, you knlike phys-ed today.

FA: But we didn't call it phys-ed. We took up, l®arned how, we danced and did things like
that, see.

DA: Exercise.

JR: Yeah all right, so what you'd do is in the mogwyou'd have classes from eight-thirty to
ten, whatever they'd be, there'd be differentké tathat -

FA: We had the same teacher all the time, we didovte, you know.
JR: All right, okay, so this one teacher taught$hene things.
FA: That's right, yeah, yeah, she taught her oasscl

JR: Allright, so that the same teacher would aésch the like athletics or the P.E., like



whatever Mrs. Begin -?

FA: Well there was athletics, this Mrs. Begin camence a week and we got dancing. And
we'd get, Mrs. Swett would come in once a weekvaed get music over there. But any other
time, of course those days you had, you said yoaygp in the morning, saluted the flag, and
then you had your other things.

JR: Okay, so then you had a, | take it dinner ya@amlunch?

FA: Well, we had lunch. Lunch, yeah, yeah. Ndsvlitnch, those days it was dinner.

JR: So for dinner you'd go from twelve to one, ouy, how long did you have for lunch?
FA: Oh, it would be about, I'd say more like hatpeleven to one.

JR: And you'd go home for that.

FA: Ohyes.

JR: They never served lunch, or dinner, at the -

FA: The only lunch, who could eat in school weregle who ate, from around the farm areas.

JR: They lived far away?

FA: That's right, and those are the ones that ¢aniiethey were lucky their folks had some
kind of car, or the town had a bus, too, for theee.

DA: Butthey didn't have cafeterias then, you leeldring your own lunch.
FA: No, no cafeteria, no, no, had to bring your dwnrch, right.

JR: And so in the afternoon you'd have, | meandcontinue classes.
FA: Yeah, continued with my classes.

JR: Would the teacher go in the same pattern edayy teaching the same class, same, you
know, English for an hour, then whatever for, an#tic for an hour?

FA: Yes, that's right.

JR: She would, all right, and then would the clstésk together during recess, or would it just
-?

FA: Ohno, no, no. No, no, you'd turn around &ikd,| said, the girls had one side and the
boys had the other side. Of course the older @ys supposed to look out for the small boys,



and we'd have our ball games and things like ffmat,know. And you had a teacher out there,
walking around, make sure they behaved. A loedgint today, you know.

JR:

FA:

What kind of games did you play during recess?

Oh, they had swings, and you played tag, andpjayed baseball. And in the springtime

you played marbles, everybody got dirty and muddip warbles.

DA:

FA:

JR:

FA:

JR:

FA:

JR:

FA:

JR:

FA:

Chase the girls.

Chase the girls, of course, yeah, but you wesepposed to. Don't do that, don't do that.
And, so | take it you'd do the same kind ofh¢hin the afternoon, your afternoon recess?
Oh yeah, yeah.

Okay, then after, at the end of school, whdtostended at, what time would it end?
About three-thirty.

Three-thirty. Would you hang around schoolwould you leave?

Well, we'd all go home.

So there would be like no you know playinguard the old gym set or whatever?

No, no, sometimes you stayed in the schoolyadh, but then you could only stay in

schoolyard just so long anyhow. The truant offiweuld chase you away.

JR:

FA:

Oh, really?

You might stay to play ball or something if ydian't have a ball field around your house.

But most of the time you had ball games and weahtad played ball.

JR:

FA:

JR:

FA:

JR:

FA:

So, but you, the truant officer -?

Those who played ball. | had to work all timeet. | started work very young.
Okay, so you had to work for your father, ouywd to go -?

No, I lost my father when | was eight and & kiehrs old.

So where did you go work when you were, well?

| shined shoes for a while.



JR: So after school you would just go right to -?

FA: That's right, I went to my work. And then tted around and | went, | worked in a
barbershop, took up, | started working in a bat@ps That's where | learned barbering.

JR: And | hear you still have that, don't you, ardunere now?
FA: Yeah, I still do that.

JR: Allright, okay, that's what I've heard. Sauywould then, you'd go and do your work, and
then you'd go to, after that, what time would yauhgme for dinner?

FA: Sometimes I'd be lucky to get home at ten olclo

JR: Oh really, at night?

FA: Yeah. We had what they called the Rumford Neats Institute. It was a place more,
something like the Y, and you could go in therarat time. You had to belong, cost a couple
dollars a year, and that was on the island, downi@nd of course I'd hang around there a lot.
A lot of the guys hung around there, but | hunguatbmore than the others because | was down
there. But most of the time | was working.

JR: For the family, | take it, you were working.

FA: Inthose days you worked for the family. Evbiyg went home.

JR: Everything went home. And so your brothers sisters, when they got of age, too, |
guess they worked also.

FA: When they got about ten years old, eleven ehvigvyears old, they went to work.

DA: He went to work when he was nine.

JR: Is that, did your mother ask you to go to wankdid you -?

FA: Didn't ask, mother says, my mother says, “Frgok're the oldest one in the family now,”
of course male, “And now you've got to take caréheffamily. that's all.” So you just went
out, and took care of the family.

JR: That must have been an awful burden when yoire

FA: ldidn't look at it that way, burden, everybatig, everybody did those things in those
days, that's it. Everybody's spoiled today, evedyts spoiled today. | mean, | don't everybody

to lose a father, don't get me wrong, but this iaeaut having to go to work don’t hurt anybody,
you know.



JR: Did you ever, | take it when you said earlieuywvalked to school with everybody, you
did walk to school with Ed?

FA: Oh, well yeah, see, we were neighbors, rigkt deor there. And when we, of course we
lived in Virginia all the time, and then we wentem\and moved in a house that Mr. Muskie
owned so we were neighbors. And that's why | gétiow Ed a lot, played a lot of horseshoes,
played pass, football season, football, and wenindekating, we all skated on the river. None
of this idea of skating in a skating rink, you knownd we'd put anything we could on our feet.
There wasn't nothing like a fifty-dollar pair ofagks, you know. You just put on any pair of
skates. Went skiing together, we were surroungeallthills, you'd go skiing together.

JR: Allright, going back to, when you go to schoghen you went to school in the morning
with Ed, would you like meet at a certain placehaiMvas that like, | mean how did you, would
you, did you always meet at like seven-thirty ghe?

FA: You didn't make any, you just started to sctaoal the first guy you knew, “Hi Joe.” You
know, and you get together and they tagged altrag'stall. Of course, after a while when we
started going to high school, you'd meet like thhatd meet Ed every morning, you know, we'd
more or less walk down to school.

DA: And that walk was what?

FA: A mile and a half.

DA: Well, | figured close to two miles.

FA: Oh, it could be. And then we'd -

DA: Oh, I'd say two miles.

FA: We'd go home for lunch too, see, for dinner.

JR: And you'd usually walk with the same group.

FA: Well, at that time. Then as you got older yaaore or less got different groups.

JR: So then how many, well okay, in elementary sthwow many kids were there that would
tromp down to elementary school in the morning?

FA: What do you mean now?
JR: How many kids would kind of -?
FA: See, elementary school was only Virginia. Wind have to walk that far. But when we

went down to high school then we, oh christ, evedybwent to high school it might have been;
from that area it could have been perhaps two fethdr so, two hundred, two hundred and



fifty.
JR: Okay, when you were, in elementary school yidundalk with Ed | take it, right?
FA: Oh yeah, with Ed, yeah.

JR: What was it, what was he like going to scho@as he very serious, somber, or what, |
mean would he just go and like - ?

FA: Like any young fellow, like any boy, see. W&k was more serious, oh yeah, serious,
and Ed was the type sometimes he'd just get asthadol and next thing you know he's home,
he'd run all the way homeUfintelligible phrase), | don't know.

DA: Well, he wanted to studwrintelligible phrase).

FA: Oh yeah, after he was in high school, he wasra good bookworm in high school. Oh
yeah, he was a regular bookworm, he studied amtiest@and studied.

JR: So did, so when you were all walking togetheuld he usually, | mean would he usually
go with, was he usually kind of quiet and kind othe back?

FA: Oh he did his talking, no, he did his talkirglthe rest.

JR: So he was pretty much always, he was visililezcasn't like he was the, you know, the
quiet -?

FA: Oh no, he was visible. Oh yeah, he could lkedeto and approached and everything.
But he led his own life, he, like, of course he wadainly different. He always enjoyed going
to church, see. | don't know if you're a Cathalioyw Catholics we have Lent, see, and he was
bound to go to church. Every morning on our wagdbool he went to church, and then of
course | got to go with him. Not that he was ayhlwle or anything, but I myself in no foolish
way said, “This guy's going to church enough talpriest, see.” His sister Irene didn't like that,
she said, he'siintelligible phrase) be a priest, but.

JR: Yeah, she said that they didn't enjoy, theytoauok kind of pulled along at church, you
know, when they had to go. Okay, during recess, lngaout there playing ball or whatever, or
playing, | mean was he just, you know, or was he -?

FA: Well, he might not have been that bookish fehart time like that, he might have been,
go out there perhaps and talk but | don't think be' the type that just, outside, wanted to play
all the time, | don't think he'd be that type, see.

JR: Okay, so he was a real, okay so then he wasgkga't very athletic, | mean -

FA: Well, to try and make an athlete in high schbelwas quite tall, they tried to make him a
basketball playersintelligible phrase). Then they did get him to do some track. | gues



won a couple of meets. They tried to make highgerout of him. He wasn't, no, he wasn't
athletic. He had to work at it.

DA: As far as basketball one, basketball two, tlark four, track, one two, three, four.
Indoor track four. And this was you, | thoughttiadke this out and show you.

FA: But he had to work at it, that's one thing. Hael to work at it. Like | say, you could do it,
you'd say, “Come on, Ed, | think you can do thi&fid | think he had, he felt just enough guts
that I'm going to try and do it, see. But he nevas a star, you know, | mean never. Although
in basketball he was a substitute center one yledon't think they played him that much, but he
did play, he went out, when he was asked he went ou

JR: When you came home, when you, you said he wsardetimes just all of a sudden be
home, you'd be out of school and he'd, you knovghead of everybody.

FA: Well that's when we went to Virginia School,rhere or less was like that, yeah.

JR:  Would he usually just go right home and, wasa t@okworm, would you consider him a
bookworm when he was younger?

FA: Well, | think he read. | don't think he reagtipaps the same type of books he did when he
was in high school. In high school, | think whemvas younger he read perhaps some of these
Tom Sawyer books we had in those days. | did,2ee, And I think some people read, they
can't leave a book long enough, they have to hysrgnd see what it is, see.

JR: So he, so for the most part he would just gondwo What would he do after dinner, | mean
after school? Would he just go home and, wouldtyauget together?

FA: Oh, at night, oh yeah. You'd go out with adduof kids, you played. You went out and
played hide-and-go-seek and everything, oh sureth&ts had to come in, come on, about time
to go in the house; it's half-past eight, nineazk| sure. That's when | was home, because | was
working, see. That would be more or less on wegkei®h yeah.

JR: So, often you weren't home to play with otheighborhood kids.

FA: Well, | still think | played enough. | dontibk | was home as much as the others, | think,
but | made sure that | got into it sometime or athe

JR:  When did you study? You know, when did youdgttor Virginia. | mean, did you -?
FA: 1took books home, but | don't think | everked at them.
DA: You didn't have time.

FA: You don't have time.



DA: He had such a high 1.Q., and he didn't havieamce to develop it, because he had to go to
work from the time he was nine years old.

JR: You and Ed were not in the same class. Heoldes than you?

FA: No, | was a class ahead of him.

JR: Oh, you were a class ahead of him.

FA: | was six months older then him, born in Octodred he was born in March.

DA: And you skipped a grade, that's why. Thag/Btriyou didn't go to the third grade.
FA: 1 know, | know.

JR: During, when you went home for lunch, right gou, what, you'd go to your house and
he'd go to his house? Or did you ever eat lungatter or anything?

FA: Oh, gosh, yeah, he was at my house as muctvas &t his house.
JR: Really.
FA: Oh sure, sure, sure.

JR: You just, would he, would your mother say, “Wehy don't you come over for dinner,”
or, “Well yeah, come over for dinner?”

FA: Well, you did anyhow. And we used to play adbcards. One thing about the Muskies,
they liked to play cards and we played a lot oflsarAnd every time one of the mothers made,
Mrs. Muskie made a cake or something, and oncenhike Mr. Muskie made some home brew,
and he did give us a drink.

JR: Really?
FA: Well, why not.

JR: What would they, what would you eat for dinndf¥ou were at the Muskie's, what
would you eat, what was it usually they'd be fed?

FA: Well actually, | wouldn't say we actually satwh and had dinner, but there was always
something you could have, a sandwich or sometlyimg know. | suppose they expected, they
knew my mother expected me home and vice versa,@eeourse, Ed wouldutintelligible
phrase) house and my mother, just like all mothers irsthdays, had something on the stove,
you know. And we'll say she had a meatball, “Wanteatball?” You'd take a meatball or
something. Or you want a piece of cake, sure, geintelligible phrase).



JR: So you'd just bound in there witlm{ntelligible word)?

FA: Oh sure, sure, yeah, yeah.

JR: And so and he'd do, | take it he'd do the stmmg at your house if you're together, you
know, and just get something to eat. So then wioaild you do, would you, what would you do
with the time? Would you spend it mostly eatingywould you spend it, would you just take a
quick bite and then go out and play?

FA: Oh yeah, find someone that we might have bégnng Dutch horseshoes, or playing
pass, or going down and playing ball down at telfi We had a couple of fields up at Virginia,
see. And right now, every time somebody get agpaddand they put a sign up, no trespassing.
But those days, they was there for use, you usdasit's all.

JR: Well now, you mentioned pass, what is pass?

FA: Baseball, see, you get a, one guy get on aeeasid the other and just play pass.

DA: Throw a ball back and forth, just catch.

FA: Catch, catch, all right?

JR: So he would do that, he would -?

FA: Ohyeah, he'd do all that, yeah. And footha#)d go up there and fool around with a
football in football season. And go down to theeriand skate. And we'd make our little jumps

and we had skis, ski jumping.

JR: Soyou, | mean, he would definitely, he wasean it sounds to me like he was relatively
athletic. |1 mean, he wasn't like, you know, a itgrathlete, but he -

FA: No, but he was willing to try anything.

JR: Yeabh, it sounds like he had fun going out alagipg.

FA: Ohyeah, yeah.

JR: Did his father ever, you know, get out theréhwiou all and play with you?

FA: No, no, no, no, his father was a, he'd leawbermorning and go down to the tailor shop.

JR: So he would, but even for dinner, he wouldafhe back and, you know, would he just,
did you ever eat dinner with -?

FA: 1don't think Mr. Muskie came home until evemist supper. They called it supper in
those days.



DA: Farmers in those days didn't go out and do that
FA: No, and then when he got home -
DA: They were all work.

FA: Yeah, and when he come home the first thinditiclike all fathers, he run the garden.
They had a beautiful garden, and they also haoveefl garden. Mrs. Muskie had a flower
garden, but Mr. Muskie always had a good gardeah yé\nd that's what they did, they didn't go
out.

JR: They didn't, they wouldn't spend that much tinit the children, well | mean they
would, but not playing outside and stuff like that?

FA: Ohno, no, no. Of course in summer time, Muskle did own a car and they'd go to the
pond, go swimming.

JR: Allright.

FA: Mr. Muskie would go swimming. | always usedaatch him swim, even before he died,
| used to like to see him swim on his back. H&dbt in the water and he'd stay there all day
long, | thought how can that man do it? And ofrseuEd, | don't know if anybody ever told
you, but Ed liked to fish, you know. There was@,used to go fishing with this, his father and
Mr. Gagnon. You heard that, too, right? They'dugdo the lakes a lot there, and this Mr.
Gagnon was quite a fisherman. And Ed really likgling. | never went fishing in my life, |
worked too much, see. But Ed did like it very,weruch, yeah.

JR: So you never went like fishing or hunting witim?

FA: No.

JR: Where did he pick up his, I know that his fathwuld go hunting, but he wasn't really, he
never really, from what Irene said, he never shgtlang. He didn't really, may have not had

the heart to do it, but he enjoyed getting outside.

FA: Who's that, Mr. Muskie?

JR: Yeah.

FA: That's right, he enjoyed that. | don't knowefever caught any game really, | don't know.
Of course Irene would know. But | used to gos thir. Gagnon was quite a sportsman, and they

lived on the other, right near the Muskies.

JR: They were next door, were they next door neigéD



FA: Oh yeah, next door neighbors, yeah. Thereth@adluskies and the Anastasios and the
Gagnons, see.

JR: Allright, so they were two doors down basigall

FA: Yeah.

JR: Okay, now the houses that, okay this neighbmttbat you, okay, with the Muskies and
you all then, the Gagnons, is that all area, isstihup, standing, are those houses still
standing?

FA: Still standing, still standing.

JR: Allright, I will have to go visit that sometin

DA: What they call the Virginia section of town.

JR: Virginia section?

DA: Well, the family who first settled it, their m& was Virgin, and that's why they called it
Virginia.

JR: Allright, what is, okay, there's an area auere, Chelsire, Chelshire, something like
that, and Pettingill?

FA: There was Chisholm School. Pettingill wasiiitelligible word), that's why | guess -
DA: The Chisolms started the mill here.

FA: Ed might have gone to Pettingill School thetfirear or two of school, | don't know,
before we moved in. He might have, because tlveyllon Knox Street for a while, and that's
torn down now. But Virginia, when Ed was runnimg ¥ice presidency with Humphrey there,
vice president, in that section | guess they autht he was, they automatically thought he was
going to win. He went in there anah{ntelligible phrase).

DA: And the old Virginia School is gone, that's tiwdre, that's been torn down.
FA: Yeah, the old, | miss that, | wish it was stitl.

JR: Allright, you said that you all would go outex dinner, or would you go out after dinner
and play, or was it before, just before a dinneafter dinner?

FA: Well, we was out playing any time, any timesiveel. We had no TVs ourfintelligible
word) in the house or anything else. Sometimes yokedhin one door and grabbed something
and out you went, see. You couldn't leave youragmar what you were doing.



JR: Did Eugene ever accompany you?
FA: Eugene, his brother? Yeah, because that's gujtly, quite a guy, Eugene.
JR: Now what was their relationship like as brofhevere they close, or did one outshine the

other? Because I've heard that Eugene was avedigtihe kids loved him, from what I've
heard, while Ed was not as, was more outspokeedgwith the kids.

FA: Well, the point is, poor Eugene, he was alwaympared to his older brother, like a lot of
these young brothers and older brothers are. A&ftiget mad, see. And Ed was a model boy as
far as everyone was concerned, you know, he wasldlest son. And, “Why can't you be more
like Ed,” they'd say. “Why can't you be more lid?” And poor Eugene would say, “Damn

him, dammit.”

JR: Well what was Eugene like then that made hifieint from Ed?

FA: Just different character. He didn't run affteoks or anything, he didn't give a damn about
that. And he's just a different, he dressed, da'tdcare whether he dressed as good as Ed did,
he was -

JR: So he was much more carefree than Ed.

FA: He was carefree, all right.

JR: So you, what would you, how would you, okaysatée him. | mean, if you had to, you
know, say, give me a couple adjectives of what Bageas like, all right, what, develop for me
what he was, you know, what kind of a person heagas child and all that.

FA: Well, first thing, | think he was rougher th&d, real rougher, and | think he spoke
rougher, his words were, he didn't care. And getdout there and he could talk about anything.
He'd curse and, just like kids, that's all, he gidn't give a damn about anything.

JR: Ed was more refined in a way?

FA: Well, yeah, yeah, yeah.

JR: Okay, did you ever see, did anyone ever resait,okay, did Eugene ever resent kind of
Ed's, you know, having to live up to Ed, his petifat?

FA: Well | don't think he meant to, | don't think tvanted to. But we could see it, but we all
got a kick out of it. Of course Ed wouldn{ntelligible word) a lot of things, you know.

JR: Like what?

FA: Like what for instance. If you were playingame with him and he lost, he got mad, you
know. Oh yeah, oh sure, sure.



JR: He didn't like to lose.

FA: No, he didn't like to lose, no nothing, théite main impression, what he was. Like you
say how could he come out of a family and be a patid go as high as he did, that was it.

DA: Because he had to be a winner.

FA: He had to be a winner, see.

DA: That, you know, that is not a bad point.

FA: No, that didn't hurt.

DA: | mean if you just have to be a winner, yogoiag to work that much harder to get there.

FA: Because | told that to someone who was intefivig me when he was running, | says, all
| can think of, these little things that he did whe was a kid. Once in a while he'd get mad,
“Oh, Jesus Christ,” he'd say. “Goddamn you Wopy'ngotoo damn lucky.”

Yeah, but you see, like, remember | was telling jow he wasn't athletic but he tried,
(unintelligible phrase). And | think that's what, that's, that carriedlonger, and | think after he
met this Miss Cleary [Celia Isadora (Cleary) Fagdbere, whatever her name is, Mrs. . .. She
took a real shine to him, took a real shine to aimd got him out to debate. Because | don't think
Ed could get up and talk any more than | couldy Bihd get up and talk in front of people. But
he, she made a debater out of him, and she didé@jgb. He was a damn good debater, oh boy,
there, for three, four years they beat everythivag tome along in, | think it wasrintelligible
phrase) or somebody else, they beat everyone, and Edeghsreal good. And | think that's
where he got all his stuff as far as being a puipeaker, and as far as getting down and figuring
out what he's going to say when somebody elsealkiag. And I think it all came from this

Mrs. Cleary, and | think she picked out, she picltet up, she sensed it | think when she got
hold of this guy.

JR: Very intuitive of a teacher, that's very ramaiteacherupintelligible word).

FA: Of course Ed was more apt to get in a corndrsary nothing, where you and | might get
in a corner and say something. And I think shefjgsired, I'm going to get this guy out of
there.

JR: Yeah, try and bring him out. When Ed as a gster got mad, what would, all right, let's
say he lost at a game of cards, what would he dajdwhe get up and leave and throw the cards,
or what would he do?

FA: He'd get mad. Oh yeah, he'd get mad, oh yhedw the hand around, or look at his sister
and get mad at her and everything else, that's. righ



JR: So he was kind of a terror when he got, whelosie | take it.

FA: Well, | don't think he was a terror, but inttkanse, all right, yeah, yeah, yeah.
JR: Would he try again, | mean would he immediatgle it another shot?

FA: Oh sure, sure, he'd play it again.

DA: It was not the sort of thing that lasted.

JR:  (Unintelligible phrase).

FA: No, no, it wasn't a thing like, he'd know, bhetd play again, yeah, but for the time being
he'd éound effect), he'd start it again.

JR: Were there other times where Ed would, you kneauld, Ed would resent, you know,
like kids picking on him or, | mean not that thag,dout what were the things that Ed resented,
or would resent?

FA: Well, they couldn't pick on him because Ed wiolilstick around long enough to be
picked on. He found out things weren't just ridtg'd get the hell out of the way, so he's not
going to get picked on.

JR: So, yeah, okay.

FA: | don'tthink he was, | don't think he looked frouble, trouble. If he sensed it, | think he
just moved away. Good point.

JR: So he didn't, he wouldn't confront.

FA: No, he wasn't -

JR: Not when he was younger.

FA: No, he wasn't the kind of a guy to say, “Okgyy want to fight, come on, put a chip on
my shoulder and throw it off and I'll fight youThat's the old, that's what we used to do years
ago, see. If a guy wanted to fight, he'd put @chdon't know, gnintelligible phrase), he just

put a chip, now you knock that off and I'll givewya licking. The guy would knock it off and he
had to fight, everybody would get around in a erahd watch the fight.

JR: But he wouldn't, he wouldn't get involved in it

FA: No, no, no, no, no, no.

JR: Did other kids bother him, or perhaps mightéhbwethered you about your ancestry, him
being a Pole and you being -?



FA: Well, those days it was more obvious thantoday. Not that much, not to the point
where it was real bad, but it was nothing for sootgbdown the street says, “Hey, you Pollack,”
you know. Or, “You Wop,” something like that, se&nd you won't hear that any more. Well,
the French were the frogs, French was frog, “Ohgldurog.”

JR: F-A-R-U-D.

DA: Frog, F-R-O-G.

FA: F-R-O-G.

DA: A Frenchman was a frog. But you know, | nenagr into that. The neighborhood I lived
in, | didn't -

FA: Butyou don't hear that any more. Well, it waso much neighborhoods, as we got
around town, | was around town a lot, see, andsthatv you got it, that's how you got it.

JR: Butit wasn't like vicious, was it?

FA: Oh, no, no, no, if you were smart you just ttmk away and leave ‘em alone and walked
away, that's all. But they did start fights amadrigds.

JR: Were there a lot of, was Rumford during this;ilg your elementary school years, was it
all reasonably, were there a lot of foreignersnamigrants?

FA: Oh geez, full of them.

JR: Really?

FA: We had Scotsmen, and we got Lithuanian, we got

DA: A lot of French, a lot of French.

FA: Aot of French, and Nova Scotians and Italians

JR: There were two schools, okay, now there's tgraenmar schools. There's a town
grammar school, which was the Virginia School. rEh@as an English parochial school and a
French parochial school. Now, why didn't you gggso the English parochial school, was that,
did it cost more, what was?

FA: Didn't cost that much. We were just too old.

DA: They were other grammar schools.

FA: We were just too old.



DA: Virginia Grammar School, that was just for Kngs in the Virginia section. Then there
was Pettingill School and there was Chisholm Schbere was Brisby School.

FA: But St. Athanasius I'm talking about, didr&rsuntil about '28, | was practically, | was,
and St. John's, well, like you said, it was moréees, the Virginia people stayed in Virginia and
once in a while somebody would turn around and wheit child to go to St. John's, where she
went, to St. John's School.

JR: All right, now why didn't you go to, | takethat, well | know Ed was Catholic, | believe,
are you Catholic?

FA: Oh yeah, yeah, yeah.

JR: Now why didn't you go to those?

FA: St. Athanasius? They didn't start the scho228.
JR: Oh, okay, so those were relatively, you were ou

FA: We were out of school, we were in high schbehtEd and I, all of us, we were in high
school.

JR: Would you have gone to St. Athanasius?
FA: More than likely not. | don't know why, | jusay that.

DA: Well, they went in the neighborhood schoolwéis closer for them to go to Virginia than
walk all the way downtown to go to parochial school

JR: Okay, all right, back to Eugene. Irene shat tvhen the kids would, you know, come
around to play during, you know, before dinner aftdr dinner, that they'd come to the door to
speak to Eugene, and they'd come to play with Eeigémd did you ever see that kind of bother
Ed, | mean did you ever, did it ever bother Eddidrit ever become kind of an obsession with
Ed to be accepted, to be liked by the little kmtswas there any of that?

FA: Well, gee, | don't know, of course I, that palrit | wouldn't know. But it was nothing for
him to bang on the door and say, “Okay Johnnyyateready to go out,” or “Can John come
over and play today?” Or “Can Mary come out alay pvith me?” Or something like that. |
mean, you just did that. We'd just knock on therdgeah. So I think that's what Irene meant,
they might come over looking for Eugene but didsk for Ed.

JR: Were the younger children in the area, theyld/ibe just as happy to play with Ed, then, |
mean it wasn't, was Ed the kind of youngster togioand, or was he more just kind of, to go out
and play with you, or?



FA: Well, I'd say when he was at Virginia Schoolnhare or less kicked back with a few of
his friends, and like | said, a long time, he'dgone from school, go right home, see. But |
think as he got a little older, we'll say perhapsigh school, | don't think Ed was the type of
guy that didn't like children, I think he liked tdiien. And | think if he had to be nice to a child
he could, oh yes. But you don't do that when yoi&n, eleven, twelve years old.

JR: Did he, well then as he got older did his, tthel younger kids look up to him, or did -?
FA: Well, | think they did. They had no reason twot

JR: So for the most part he was, | mean, for whetd was worth, he was respect-

FA: Yeah, he had respect, he had respect.

JR: He did very well academically from what | unstand.

FA: Oh yeah, he had the respect of the kids, Hiy did. For that reason, like you say, that
they knew he was a academic scholar, and they kiemas polite and they knew that he was a,
he would say good day to you. But he wasn't a tgpe you know, sometimes in high school
the athletes get in one group and talk, | don'wkifoyou remember that, but what he did with it,
| think they had a lot of respect for him. Andirtk that carried along as he got older. People
who met him liked him, and I think that's why whga run for governor, the first governor to be
elected in quite a few years, | don't think it vpasty and like, do we elect the guy. We elected
him when he saw him, his support seems good amytbueg else, you know. Whether they
were Republicans or Democrats or what they weltgnk they voted for him because they liked
him. And I think that's, then they found out he glected and the Republicans woke up and
said, “What have we done?” You'd be surprised hwamy Republicans voted for Edmund
Muskie. Well, they had to. The Republicans otliey were six to one in the state, five and six
to one.

JR: He couldn't have been elected without the Rigarsupport.

FA: No, no, he never could. Because we went dowwhen he took the office as governor
and we sat around and all you could hear peoplegesgy our party, these old Republicans, most
people, they'd say our party really had to give thimvote. And they did. And | don't think

they ever resented it, | don't think they wereydrdon't think they were. Because | think when
he did his job as governor, he didn't say, weti,doing towards the Democrats. | think he used
everybody alike.

JR: Yeah, okay, he didn't, all right.

FA: But he got that from his father, you knowhihk that his father went through a lot in
Poland, | think a lot of people do in these poarrddes. And | think that's why these people all
came to America, | think that's why my folks carmétmerica possibly, you know, to get a little
freedom. And I think that, there's no doubt inmiynd that, at times, Mr. Muskie must have told
Ed about theseufintelligible word). (Unintelligible phrase), nothing he carried on. It could



have been your first Communion and you wonder howgould have done it, and | think these
were things that did it.

JR: You went over to Ed's house quite a bit, altime. What was the house like? Just
generally, | mean, if you walked into the houséright, and had to say what kind of family
lived in it, by the type of furniture, what wadike?

FA: Immaculate, immaculate, yeah. And there warerad this kicking around, you sat down,
the furniture was nice, you sit down, you're welecamd, oh yeah. And | think they did have, a
piano. Irene played the piano, which | thought wageat thing. | wish | could have had a
piano and things like that. And | don't think Nlfuskie was a, | don't think he had any when he
came to the United States, but | think if his cteldneeded something he'd get it for them. He
didn't overdo it, though, no, but he got it forrne

JR: So would you consider him wealthy, or how, lame

FA: 1 would, it was hard to say that but, becausad nothing, see. You know, we had no
man in the house. But I'd go there and therd'sptk around like | did a lot of homes and say,
geez, must be nice having these, you know.

JR: Did they kind of take you under their arm iway, just because -?

FA: Oh yeah, yeah, they were good to me. They wenggood to everybody around
anyhow, they were you know, oh yeah, yeah. | rebemy mother approached Mr. Muskie
one time, something about a washing machine. Sisegwing to buy a washing machine, didn't
have the money. He went out and bought the maarideshe paid him back, but he said,
“Okay, you'll get the machine.”

JR: Oh, so he went out and helped her with it,\ard the money. For supper, all right, | take
it you ate there every now and then, for your sugpe ate over at their house every now and
then, did you?

FA: Oh, not that much. | mean, had a lot of lusch@h, I'll eat once in a while, but not too
much.

JR: Okay, what was it like. How did they, did th&ydown for grace, or -?

FA: Ohyeah, yeah, they'd sit down. They were wesyy, there was no fooling around.

When they ate, they ate, that's right. They resgleahat they had on the table, and they
respected everything else, oh yes.

JR: And was it like the kids just kind of, all rigtyou get over the grace and all that, were the
kids, was it, were the parents really, were theprvery involved with the children or was it

just pretty strict?

FA: They were involved, of course they did talkltem, but | mean they couldn't kick up their



heels, the kids couldn't, you know.

JR: Was their father a very slow eater? | got iimression from Lucy.

FA: 1think the impression he was a slow eater bexsause he was a slow talker.
JR: Was he really?

FA: Yeah, he was a slow talker.

JR: Very slow?

End of Sde A, Tape One
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FA: Well he tried his best to talk, use his besgleage. He was a, | mean | think he came in
this country because he must have, well like |,saidt of these people came from their country
to get away from it, they had a reason. And Ikhie had a reason he wanted to get out from
what he had in Poland, | don't think he had much.

JR: Would, all right, you said he was a slow talk&¥hat was the father like? | mean, if you
came into the house how would he treat you askypow, as a friend of Ed's, how would he -?

FA: Oh, he'd treat you good. Any friend with Edsveafriend of his, yeah, sit down and play
cards, and he'd talk. And like | say once in alevhe'd give you a drink of beer.

JR: Even when you, how old were you when he'd giwe a drink of beer?
FA: Oh, well, that was more or lessintelligible word).

JR:  When you were in high school.

FA: Ohyeah, yeah, yeah, sure, we were in highadckeah.

JR: But he was, did he, as |, what | said eartagke you under his wing, did he look out for
you, as opposed to other people who had parenistlzer and father?

FA: There's no doubt, I think all the people dithihk more so than they do today. Yeah, |
think that, yeah, | wouldn't be surprised if thexg go, we help the Anastasio children and,
because I, well, you live in the same neighborhalbthose years and they could see that you're
out selling papers and doing things. And theydikaeat, you know. In those days that's one of
the things they picked out, geez, he's ambitioasyants to do things, he's helping. Which is
lacking today. | miss that today, | can't see pedping that today, they don't do it.

JR: Ambitiousness.



FA: They don't encourage kids doing that nowadays.

JR: Yeah, it's true. Did you ever see the fathieemvhe was like upset or anything? Did you
ever, you know, was he moody?

FA: Well, Mr. Muskie wasn't the type to start irdastance and everything else, no, no. So |
don't know about moody. | think he was seriousi tiBe could sit down and tell stories or jokes,
oh yeah, he could do that. But | don't think tieéstype of guy if you walked in he'd turn around
and, like some fellows do, you know, and act fdolike, | don't think that was him at all.

JR: You said he had a garden? Was that his, vedkihd of like his little pet project?

FA: 1think it was his pet project for two reasoh#hink he wanted to do something, and on
the other hand he was getting something out of Whavas doing, it was paying off, | mean
food for his family.

JR: So they’'d usually just, you know, what woul@yhgrow in that, do you know, what was
his, was it huge?

FA: Well, good, big enough garden, big enough garde

JR: So did you see the family, or the father esgdgiafter his shop burned down in | guess it
was like '28 or something like that?

FA: Yes, he shop burned down.

JR: What was the aura of the family like after thappened, | mean did -?

FA: Well, all he did was just turn around and stashop somewhere else, you see.
JR: He bought a new store?

FA: Ohyeah, see, he used to be on, that's rightphght a new store, yeah.

JR: So he must have had some -?

FA: He rented, | don't think he ever bought ihihk he just rented.

JR: He rented it from somebody, yeah. All rightt,ad then he had probably some insurance
on the store or the business.

FA: Oh well, yeah.

JR: Allright, do you remember what happened, do s@member that, do you remember that
at all, what, how that -?



FA: No, I don't remember. | might have known &t tiime, but | don't remember now. He
was good worker, you know, Mr. Muskie.

JR: Did you ever visit his shop?
FA: Oh sure, he made clothes for me, | wore marthes, suits that he made.
JR: Really.

FA: Oh, he was a, he was A-number one, he, hon&sbd, that man, they missed him, you
know, when he died.

JR: So he, what was his shop like? | mean, afitrigefore it burned down. What was that
shop like, in the, okay, there are two storieketd, the first store was where he did all his
work, and then the second story was where he,lthdyliving quarters or something like that?
What was that, what was the shop like?

FA: Living quarters, that must have been his 8rsip with living quarters. Because | don't
think he had living quarters in the second sha@an't remember any living quarters.

JR: Okay, well okay, what was on, okay then, whaswn the first floor and the second floor,
describe what, | mean you walk in and what was it?

FA: Well, the one down on Congress Street, dowrsstzas a shoeshine fellow, and then he
had the other shop and upstairs there was peapig there, that's true. It wasn't his, because
he always lived in Virginia.

JR: So he, oh, all right, so he didn't have a,lsoght, do you, | wonder how that fire started
then. Could it have been from those people livipgtairs?

FA: Oh, | don't remember, | really don't remember.

JR: Okay, so he had the basement and the first.floo

FA: No, he didn't have, there was a shoeshine s floor.
JR: Oh, it wasn't his?

FA: No, it wasn't his, no, it was an Italian felloMir. Bevalaqua.
JR: Bevalaqua?

FA: Yeah, Drinkwater. He shined shoes and repainees.

JR: Allright, and then, and he only had one fldwen?



FA: He only had one floor, yeah.

JR: Allright, okay. What was it like in there?mlean what, can you describe what the floor
was, | mean what, you walk in, was there a coungét in front of you?

FA: |don't know.

DA: You mean in the tailor shop?

JR:  Well, kind of.

FA: | went there so many times for, | worked in f@@bershop then, see, with this Jack Mel,
and | had to do all the errands for him, see. Koow, “You go pick up my clothes, and you go
pick.” We had a Chinese place, “Go pick up mytshiand everything else, see.” And | walked
in there, it was four or five steps up and you'sdkimng in, and to me it smelled like a tailor shop,
it smelled like clothes, see. Well, it was a tgileard to describe, it just, and it had a littenbh
and you could see the guys working, yeah.

JR: Did he have people working for him?

FA: Oh yeah, he had a man, he had one man a loegyeah.

JR: And he, for, was it, was that just for a littlie or was he -?

FA: No, he used him quite a while. He, fellow tbaine from his old country, you know, and
he gave Jimmy a break, the fellow's name was Jingane him a break.

JR: Was he the, was Mr. Muskie the only barbelotan the town, or were there other -?

FA: Ohno, no, no. At one time you had a lot ohmdo did, there was a man by the name
Shea, a tailor, and he had a couple of men, Mr.kiMusnd then there was an{ntelligible
phrase) was a tailor, because youn{ntelligible phrase), there was a tailougintelligible

phrase), and one of the tailors atr{intelligible word) was queer, I'll never forget that. What
they call, what do they call queer now?

JR: Faggot.

FA: Something like that. His name was Johnsotil| remember that, | still remember, that's
right.

DA: That's back when the word gay meant to be happy

FA: 1used to used to use the word “gay” for thisien we had two or three in Mexico, and
then you had two or three at, see, those days @elgh't have much but when they had the suit
pressed they'd probably be able to take it todlert He only charged them fifty cents but a
tailor meant it, and did a good job, see. Nowadasesybody does everything themselves to



save money. In those days they prided themsahtbgy were a carpenter, | mean if they were
a tailor they did tailor work, let the carpenterttie carpenter work, see.

DA: The tailor would take his work to the carpenter

FA: That's right, and then they all made a livingttway, see, okay.
JR: Now you said that Mr. Muskie made some of ydothes.

FA: Ohyes.

JR: Now was that part of, you know, you'd pay honthese?

FA: Oh | paid him, oh yeah, yeah, yeah, | paid hieah.

JR:  What was it, | mean what, would he charge a¥ais he expensive or was he, you know,
or did he, you know?

FA: Well, | don't think Mr. Muskie meant to gyp e or to get all he could out of them, but
| think he wanted to make a living.

DA: And he had to.

FA: For the children he had to make, and I thindgbe respected him for that, | really think
that, but | also think, now this is, | don't kndiwtiever happened but | wouldn't be surprised if
someone needed it he just didn't take the monegase it's just like me, I'm a barber, if a guy
wants a haircut and | know he ain't got no moneygen have a chance of getting any, | give it to
him.

JR: Was his tailor shop respected, | mean would -?

FA: Oh, he was a respected man, oh yeah, he wass dgt®belonged to the Elks and
whatever, they respected, | never did, | meann'tlaklong to the Elks but | know they
respected him very much, oh yeah, they looked upno

JR: Was he, was his father involved in a lot ofatiént clubs, or was it just the EIks?

FA: No he, | think he belonged to a couple cluks that, men's clubs, you know. But | don't
think he was a man that would run for any townaaffor anything like that. No, | don't, | think
he left that to somebody else.

JR: Turning to his mother, when you'd go, okaysleay you, again, you go over for dinner.
As soon as you go into the house, was she verykgow, warm and was she very accepting of

you, too?

FA: Oh yeah, nice woman, yeah.



JR: How would you describe her, would she, all tiglou said that the house was very clean,
was immaculate. Was she, was that her doing?ahmas she, was that, or was that, was she
the kind of woman who was veryrintelligible phrase)?

FA: Well, here's the way they did it years agoeytlid the wash on Monday, they did the
iron on Tuesday, they did the housework, they kdeldusting on Wednesday. And they just had
a routine so the house never got dirty. Didn'tryoother do the same thing?

DA: Oh, yes.

FA: Okay, there you go, see? Now you get this, tthing you looked at, forget this. And I'm
telling you, that routine was like that over thats, like, and well my mother did the same thing.

DA: Most of these women were women that workedtamFfive, and she can't do that routine
anymore during the day.

JR: So she was doing, so she was working thatmrewtil week.

FA: Yeah, and then going shopping like, every, ¢hdsys you went shopping every day. Not
like now, you go to the supermarket onasiftelligible phrase).

DA: Oryou didn't have the refrigerators you haaay.

JR: So what would they, she'd do the cooking | take

FA: Oh yeah, she did the cooking, yeah.

JR: Okay, so, but the, | take it his father hadilaend all that?

FA: A what?

JR: Some kind of a still, he made home brew yod.sai

FA: Oh no, no, no, they didn't have to have a sliley just, no, no, no, that was -

JR: Or, well you know what | mean.

FA: Those days if they wanted, nowadays you caio gioe store and buy it. Those days, they
might have wanted it a little bit see, they magess every, oh, once every six months or so,
whenever he had it. But there wasn't, no, no,\ilzen't a house where, a so-called liquor house,
no.

JR: Oh, no, they didn't sell.

FA: So we got a kick out of it, one day when Mr.Vie -



DA: My mother made home brew, too, for my father.
FA: My mother made beer after | got old enough, see
JR: So it was nothing out of the ordinary.

FA: Oh no, no, no, no.

JR: All right, okay, the mother was, was the motsieict? Would you, was the mother very
disciplined?

FA: 1think she was, and | think they looked uphé&r and they listened to her because they
knew if that didn't work and the father got home wWas, he might have been. | think Mr.
Muskie could have been strict when he had to, yoawk Of course children in those days, they
did look up to their parents, yeah. And all a neothas to do is say, “Well you aren’t going to
do anything now.” When father comes home thatitvadnd sometimes they'd say, this may
not be right, but I'd say, sometimes they'd saya#her should be a buddy to his children.” |
don't say “buddy.” You should be good to them, gbould be a father to them, or a mother
should be a mother to them. None of this buddydiguduff, it just don't go over when you're
bringing kids up, you know. Because you're a bugdy can't correct them. You got to be in a
position where you're the mother, you're the fattiet you got to respect.

DA: That's it, the word respect. There's so litlgpect today.
FA: That's right, there's none, because | seeniwsth, oh boy.

JR: Right, yeah, | understand you. Was it, did¥heskies ever punish Ed for, or the children,
would they -?

FA: [ wouldn't know that that much. | don't thinkyouldn't know what they did for
punishment, | never heard the kids talk aboubit, s

JR: So they, so like you would never like, you havatuation where Ed would go, well | can't
come out and play today because Mom and Dad -?

FA: No, no, no, no, didn't run across that, no,no,

JR: So they never prevented them -?

FA: The only one it could have happened to was &eige

DA: You know, from what, he has told me a lot afuknow, we talked over the years, and

my impressions from all the things he has told ha,tl doubt if Ed ever had to be punished
very much. He wasn't that, you know, that's myrspion.



FA: He walked away from trouble.

DA: He wouldn't have been a kid a parent had tespurery often.

FA: Like let's say we're in school, way, way bauokse days, and say, he says, you know, so
and so's going to give you a lickin' after you get of school, he's going to fight you, see. Well,
a guy like me would hang around, see. Where dalyiok Ed went?

JR: He'd probably go home.

FA: 1don't belong there, that's right, you see&thbhg wrong with that, you know.

JR: He had his own -

FA: 1 wouldn't get in the scrap for anybody, bjudt wanted to see what the hell it was like.

JR: Allright, would Ed ever, if, would he stick dpr his friends or what he believed in? |
mean, if someone challenged him, would, | mearphgsically fight it, but would he say -?

FA: Oh, I think if you was playing a game and haufht you were right, | think he'd say
something. But like you say, that's about it, fwildn't want to get ferocious about anything
else.

JR: But he would stick to, | mean, it wouldn't benatter of physically overcoming, he'd still
believe it. 1 mean, he wouldn't -?

FA: Oh yeah, he'd stick to his guns. That's somgthise, too, | think that helped him as he
got older. Not to a point where he wouldn't, iviias wrong, if he found out he was wrong he
wouldn't change his mind, but you had to prove wirang.

JR: Did, as Ed grew older in the, you know, seveatghth, ninth, you know, into high

school, did his parents, how did he and his pargettglong? | mean, you go through adolescent
years, you know, there's a lot of turmoil.

FA: Ohyeah, yeah, good, no, no, he, no everytas)-

JR: So he never got into fights with them even migithat period?

FA: | don't think he ever did, no, no, no.

JR: Or not, you know, mildly nasty?

FA: No, I never knew of anything like that. Thdyotime | think Ed got mad at me is when |
hung a May basket for him. Because we had to Heugg a May basket for May Day, see, May

1st, and of course in those days we had a lot iddsogoing around the street. They left things
on the street, so | put some in a basket, knockaeti®@door, “May basket for Edmund Muskie.”



What Mrs. Muskie said, when she come out she bawlay basket, said “When | catch that
Frank Anastasio, I'll wring his neck.”

JR: Mrs. Muskie said that?

FA: Mrs. Muskie said that, sure. Well what are gapposed to say?
(All speaking at once.)

FA: 1don't think she said that to Ed, but | thsfie just forgot about it.
JR: Did Ed ever find out about this?

FA: | guess he knew, but.

JR: Just a joke.

FA: Akid's thing, that's all.

JR: All right, when family, all right, actually, hsisters, what were, you know, Irene and Lucy
and Betty -

FA: Frances and Betty.

JR: And Frances and Betty, what was that, what Wke® | mean, all right, | guess, Irene,
actually I'll just start with Irene, was Irene ader? What was she like, was she kind of a prissy
person, or was she a, | mean did you like herzdmmot, you know, did you like get along with
her?

FA: Oh, Irene had three or four girlfriends, thesxe about three or four of them. And, |
mean, Irene was all right but she was, well, tliesti one and she thought that she had to play a
part, but -

(Taping cut off.)

JR: All right, when the family was together, okayhat, were they, you know, very, | mean
did they get, did they seem like a really unifiegppy family, or were they, was there like, you
know, different sections of girls, the boys? [he mother and father side with the -?

FA: No, they all sat together, you know. | knowSumday afternoons I'd get there sometimes
and they talk and they laugh and things, yeah, .ydatud then of course the kids would go there,
you could go in there oh yeah, you could go inghard you could, oh yeah, sit down and play
cards and -

JR: It was a warm feeling when you went in there.



FA: Ohyeah, yeah, yeah.

JR: It was never like, you know?

FA: No, no, no. No, never like, “What the hell ydoing here?”
DA: But that's the way it was back then.

FA: That's right, no matter where you went.

DA: Because that's like with us at home, every Syrmdternoon it was a house full of people,
because people gathered together. You don't avenymoreunintelligible phrase).

FA: (Unintelligible phrase).

JR: What did you do on your night, you said that yeorked until ten, what did you do with
your weekends, what, on Saturday, when would yowge

FA: 1 worked Saturdays, too.

JR: Oh, you worked Saturdays too? All right, whiate would that, what time would you get
up, what time would you go to bed, and what wasatar8ay?

FA: What time would | get up? Oh, five o'clockagter past five. And then I'd go to bed if |
was lucky by midnight.

JR: Now, how much of that day would you spend wagkiall of it?
FA: Well, now you're talking about, you're talkialgout let's say summer time?
JR:  Well like -

FA: 1 wentto school, | went to school. Even afiehool | went at it, that's the first thing I'd
do, I'd get out of school, down the shop | wemnteht down to work.

JR: So then you were, during weekends you wereyaywaell okay, what time would you
stop, okay what was, during, while you were in sghd\ll right, what would you do for a
Saturday, would you, you'd work in the morning, & up at five, you work, and then would
you work in the afternoon and then at night?

FA: I'd work in the afternoon, work at night, arfccourse in those days it was nothing, you
know, I'd just go home, let's say seven, eighbolcknd there was always somebody around,
see, outside see. And like | said, we, today ttle &aid they wouldn't be caught playing relieve
or hopscotch, or something like hit the can -

DA: Kick the can.



FA: Kick the can, yeah.
DA: All these crazy games.

FA: Sure, that's right, we'd go out and sometime'd wlay until, of course when we were
younger, but it was nothing at all to be outside\dasit on the, there's an old store in Virginia,
(name), sit out there until ten, eleven, one, two o'klatthe morning, just talk and talk.

Nobody kicked out, nobody had an idea, let's bteakwindow, you just sat there and that's all,
sure.

JR: So you would, most Saturdays you'd at leas¢ lsawne time to play with -?
FA: Oh, you always had time. You make that tirhaf's all, you take time.

JR: All right then, what would Ed be doing when ymuld, when you'd come, would he
usually be around or?

FA: Oh, Ed was always around. One time, if 'mmadtaken, did his sisters ever mention he
took up photography one time?

JR: No they didn't.
FA: Up over the garage he had a little darkroom.
JR: Really.

FA: Sure, | used to spend a lot of time with hinthie darkroom. | mentioned it one time
when | met him and he said, “I don't remember that.

JR: So when was he doing this? When photograpingived?

FA: Justin high school, a passing thing. He abA@gd something he wanted to do, see. Oh
yeah, | remember the time where he and | took opise We used to go play tennis about six
o'clock in the morning on the high school courteliMve didn't want to be there a crowd, what
the heck. He did, he couldn't play, | was worse, sYeah, we did those things. Another time
started to hike the Roxbury and got half way anddmwt, if it was up to Ed, he'd have been. |
says, “Ed, you can go, I'm getting the hell out)rergonna die.”

JR: So you two, it sounds to me like you two wexe@mely close, | mean if he had a close
friend it would have been you.

FA: Of course once he went to college that waifit, see, he went to college. And I think
once he got, we'll say a senior in high schoolyseal was out of high school then anyways, see,
and | think. | knew him all the time, but you knome.



JR: Well, you went your different ways, so.

DA: Well of course you were a year ahead of hino, gaduated a year before him, you went
to work, so you weren't in school.

FA: He had a girl took a shine to him one time.
JR: Really. What happened to that?

FA: 1think Ed took a shine to her. Oh, nothing,jlist took a shine, | think he went to a dance
one time with this girl.

DA: School boy crushes, you know.

JR: Was he popular with the women, or did girls -?

FA: Well, he was liked. | don't think that thelgiwould run over him because | don't think
they realized whether they would be accepted grymat know. But he wasn’t hard actually, but
he didn't make it a point to say, well gee, “I'man for all girls,” or anything like that. | think

in his way he saw girls, he talked to girls andrgileng else. | guess that he was likeable, if

you, a guy got friendly with Ed you couldn't walay and say that he didn't like him.

JR: So did he have girlfriends? | mean, you s&dhad one girl take a shine to him, was that
it?

FA: Well, | didn't know that until a little latetder brother-in-law was telling me.
JR: Who was this by any chance?

FA: Oh, I don't know whether I, no, no.

JR: So she was in his class?

FA: Oh, she was in his class, yes.

DA: |think his main interest was learning.

FA: Oh, it was, yeah, yeah, yeah.

DA: He had a thirst for knowledge, and that wasbisber one interest. Other things were
secondary.

FA: [think the only reason he did that was becalsg¢hought he might have to go to a dance
once in a while. | think he tried like the dewllte one of the boys, but like she said, that was a
the only thing he wanted was studying, studying.



DA: | think maybe why | feel | understand that ardn, after hearing him talk, | can
understand because this is, our daughter's exhetiyvay. With her, she just could not get
enough into her head, and she just wanted to stndystudy. And if she was out with the kids,
she was tutoring them. And that's what Ed, tofnoen the things he's told me, | think, you
know, that's the way he was. He, his main aim l@asing, and naturally that's what he went to
school for. And the other things, you know, he tnarfor sports and whatever, it was all
secondary. Number one was learning.

JR: Where do you think he got that drive from, dalget it from his parents or from just come
of its own?

FA: Well perhaps he saw how thrifty his parentseygou know, how they act and everything
else, and then the rest might come from him. Baufdther, we'll say for instance he wasn't a
boozer, he wasn't a gambler, he saw his father ladinttee time, he saw his mother taking care
of their clothes and cooking for them, and thesggdhmust make an impression, you know, they
do. They did with me.

DA: Hearing him describe Mr. Muskie at differembdis, | think he could have been a leader,
given the, you know, having the right opportunitye came over here and he had to, you know,
find himself a business, take care of his familg amerything. But from different things you've
told me, | think the man could have been a leader.

FA: That's right, yeah. Of course, quite a fewhisghe'd stay outside on the porch, he'd go out
on the porch and we'd be there, all out there herditalk, and he could talk until one, two

o'clock in the morning. And he'd talk about whenwas a kid and life in Poland, and life in the
church, as a member of the church, how hard it e#ad ,he could sit there and everybody just
listened to him. | mean, his daughters or Ed aigkt listen, just let him talk and he could talk
away and never raise his voice, and just talk.

JR: Uh-huh, he loved that.

FA: Many the night we sat there, just listenindpitm, (unintelligible phrase).

JR: Was he just reminiscing, or was he tryinguairitelligible word)?

FA: Well, he might have been reminiscing. In theamtime, it was hitting home. He must
have known it hit home, that we were all listenfaga reason. | mean, he must have figured
that these people here, well, plus he figured weadittle above the average, we'll, say it that
way, well these guys aren't going to you know, thégten, and we would. But he'd sit there
and that's all, you couldn't hear a peep whendrésdialking.

JR: So he was very proud of | guess his Polishtdugei too.

FA: Ohyeah, | think he, I think he was a, he wasaud man.

JR: During, all right, now on your, okay, on yourt8rday's work, what did you do on your



Sunday's, did you work then, too? Or was thatdgymwas -?

FA: Sunday, of course went to Mass, of course.h@¢ka route, paper route, and after that we
was on our own, that's all. We dressed up -

JR: Did Ed do the paper route with you?

FA: Oh no, no, just my brothers.

JR: Just your brothers?

FA: Ohyeah, yeah, yeah. And then we'd alwaysdakalk Sunday, always take a walk.
JR: Would your families ever get together for Sundaner or Saturday dinner?

FA: Well, we didn't that way. There was no fatimethe house and, | mean it was different,
you know, you don't find things like that.

JR: What did the Muskies do during the summer?

FA: Inthe summer?

JR: Yeah, well I, I mean all right, you don't haargy more school. Now | know for me I, you
know, you go to a camp or something like that. ¥hau had all this time, what would they do,

would they just hang around the house and sleep?

FA: Kids those days had plenty to do, honest to, @mbh't have to, they all, no, they always
did something, there was always activity everywhere

DA: Well you mentioned, they took their family teetpond because they had a car, they used
to go to the pond.

FA: Oh, they had a car, nice big car.

DA: And we have a lot of lakes around here, we Rwebury Pond, we have Worthing Pond,
Webb Lake.

FA: Any direction, ten miles, any direction, terl@siyou got a pond.

DA: All kinds of lakes around here, so if you hacha, because that was the way with us, my
father bought a car in '21 and he used to take tisetpond all the time.

JR: So you, would you ever go with them?

FA: Ohyeah, yeah, yeah.



JR: Now what, was this a thing you'd go for a dago for a week?

FA: No, it would be day, just days.

JR: And you'd go to a, was this a public pond, aswt just, like a beach?

FA: Ohyeah, a public pond. Roxbury Pond all tireef public pond, wonderful beach.

JR: And | take it his whole family would go, andwand other people in your family would
go?

FA: Well usually | was about the only one in my figmnwent, besides his family, yeah.

JR: And | mean what was that like, what was thehaptike, | mean did she go there and get
involved with -?

FA: | never remember her going swimming or gointhewater.

JR: Really.

FA: Yeah, Mr. Muskie was the first one in the swimgipool and the last one to get out.
JR: Did the kids take a shine to the swimming likat?

FA: Oh, they all took a shine to swimming.

JR: Isthat, | guess because of their father?

FA: 1guess so, yeah, yeah, yeah.

JR: So now, okay then, could you be more spedifithings that they'd do during the summer?
I mean, there's a lot going on. What kind of ¢§simvas going, what was it? You know, | mean
were they, was it a camp, were there camps, were tubs, what was it? Was it school related

or what, you know, was it academics?

DA: We used to have band concerts every Thursdgy,rdid they go on the band concerts?
FA: Well, | don’'t know, | wouldn’t be surprised.dbn't know about the folks, but the kids, we
all went, all the kids went, yeah. But you goatimit, when you were young, Diana, there was a
hell of a lot more to attract you than there isapébr kids.

DA: Sure.

JR: So would, all right, so you get out of elemeytschool, what would you start to do during

the summer, when you started to get older, alltyighu, | take it would you, you'd work during
most of the, you know, during the months, and yauddk through high school, right?



FA: 1 worked right through high school.

JR: Every time you had spare time -?

FA: Well the time | started to work, like she satieight and a half, nine years old, | can't, |
never had what I'd call a day off. | mean, I'ddhawday off in that sense, but never, | always had
a job, never without a job, I've always worked.

JR: Now, did Ed have jobs like this? | mean, | &nloe didn't have to work.

FA: No, no, no, no, no.

JR: He never really had to, he didn't ever work?

FA: [Ithink he used to go down practically and jstl help his father in the shop, I think, like
any kid would. Yeah, yeah, | don't think he caliiedork, but | think he worked.

JR: Allright, okay, so he would, for his summehnsugh, then, he wouldn't have to earn
money. He would just have free time to spend.

FA: But after, when he started going to Bates @elldne might have, | don't know if he did it
the last senior year in high school, but he wemtrdand worked one of these, | even forgot the
name of the place, hell of a nice place he wemtdrk.

JR: Arestaurant, or?

FA: Oh, no, no, a summer hotel, you know, one e$é¢h people come in and stay.

JR: So how did he get the money to go to Bates®dn, his family wasn't rich. What was it,
was it a scholarship?

FA: Well, there was another, it was a, I've hehisl 1 don't know but, | think it's true. There
was a man by the name of Bingham, he was from &¥lphia and he, a guy from Bethel, | don't
know how he ever got up there.

DA: He set up Gould Academy.

FA: He set up Gould Academy.

DA: And the Bingham Trust.

FA: Yeah, and | guess some of these fellows tikatHd, coming out of schoolyrintelligible
phrase), he got a little help. There's no doubt, antink he was supposed to pay him back, but

when he got out his marks were so good | guesadtgpt a paid in full, that's all. And he did
that to Frankie Gidman, too, another fellow, anotaintelligible word) boy went to school



like that.

JR: So how did, | mean, how did Rumford, | mean lthevhe pick Rumford to come up and,
how did Hiram come up, or Bingham?

FA: Inthe state of Maine, they all come up hdrat's where the Sun Resort is. Come on,
Boy, you said something about Bingham a little etago.

DA: Bingham, Bingham -

JR: Well, | mean, okay, why Rumford, why not Bangowhy not, | mean why did he pick
out -?

FA: Well, he picked this little town of Bethel. yibu went up there, you'd know why. And he
set up an academy there, a school, see. Then ilas here he also gave a wing to the
hospital here.

DA: That's right, he put a lot of money into thespital.

JR: Oh, all right, so he had -?

FA: Oh yeah, he had money, see.

DA: The nurses' home, that was the Bingham Trust.

FA: Before there was a fire down Bar Harbor wayl. these millionaires that you have read
about in history, they all lived there, they alditheir homes there. And then the fire, what was
it, '40?

DA: Instead of Long Island.

FA: Yeah, no, but there was a fire -

DA: I've been down to the Hamptons, oh golly, yoaptiover those homes.

FA: So they all came to Maine to escape. Thatiswdhave a hard time, that's why we have
a hard time in Maine. We get mad at the envirortalests because they want us not to do
anything so they can come up and enjoy this, Beg.we got to make a living, we got to have a

paper mill, we got to have our smoke, we got toehidns stuff, see.

JR: Okay, gnintelligible phrase), I'll never get over that one. All right, youdahat Ed
enjoyed church? | mean, now I did, when | wagtke lkid | did not want to go to church.

FA: Well, he enjoyed, I'll tell you what | mean that, he went to church and while he was at
church, it's like he was in school. If he wascéh@ol he was very attentive, and church the same
way. And perhaps he heard the priest, or perhegaw his father go, folks go to church, so he



went to church every Sunday like everybody elseert to church. But during Lent, | don't
think I'd have gone as often if it wasn't for Ed,do with him and tag along. It didn't hurt me,
don't get me wrong, I'm not making fun of it, Intkiit's wonderful.

JR: Yeah, but he would go, he, so he enjoyedritedn he got something out of it.

FA: Well, in that sense he got something out ofegh, yeah, okay, yeah.

JR: But he never tried to like -?

FA: He wouldn't go around saying you got to gothtarch or anything like that, no, no, no, no.
JR: But he would just do it because it's sometlagvanted to do.

FA: Yeah, yeah.

JR: Allright, and so, but his mother and fathereveery, were involved.

FA: Oh, they were church people, they were chuedple, they went to church, yeah.

JR: But they, so then, it sounds like Catholicisrst jkind of, he enjoyed it. It wasn't
something that his mother and father said, you krymu have to, it's kind of his own personal
thing.

FA: Yeah, yeah.

JR: Did people used to bug him about, you know, gouo church, | mean -?

FA: No, it wasn't visible to people. They didmiokv | knew it, see. Because when you go to
church it's, everybody's going to church. It gust Edmund Muskie, see.

DA: We all went to church, and we enjoyed it.

FA: Yeah, but | went -

DA: | always thought | got a lot out of it.

FA: Butl'd go, I'd be going to school and Ed sélyst's say we go to Mass.” Okay, we get
up early and go to Mass, se&Jn{ntelligible phrase). But | mean, it wasn't something that
people said, look at the Muskie boy in church, beeaeverybody was in church, | mean, it was
no different.

DA: Those that didn't were in the minority.

FA: And I think that's what Irene meant, when Hghiat, he liked church. You see, | didn't
mean it in that sense, the way she said it.



JR: Allright, okay, all right, when he starteddet into, in the high school, did his attitude
remain, still remain very serious and very dediddatevards his work?

FA: Ohyeah, yeah, yeah.

JR: Did he start to take a shine, okay, now whehhdi start to get involved with Mrs. Cleary,
or when, was this in junior high, was this whenaas in eleventh grade?

FA: Well, she was there, | think she must havetadthe whole four years while he was
there, she must have had him all four years, shst have. And she, I'll tell you why they
invented, those days we used to move, in other svibrgbu had English, you went to the
English class, so you moved, see. And perhap's thhy she run across him a lot. You didn't
stay with one teacher all the time, see.

JR: Did you get to choose your own courses?

FA: Oh, we chose our courses, yeah.

JR: What kind of, do you know what kind of couréggswas, | mean what did Ed enjoy?

FA: Oh, he loved geometry, he loved math, he Istatf like that. | think he loved Latin, |
think he liked anything like that that was harcknbw | was in his geometry class.

DA: (Unintelligible phrase).

FA: Yeah, (nintelligible phrase).

DA: (Unintelligible phrase).

JR: Now Mrs. Cleary taught, was the head of delgaimthat -?

FA: Oh, sure, she was head of debating.

JR: Allright, so she kind of introduced him to it.

FA: Oh, yes, she, for some reason or other shessawething in him.
JR: Now were you in any classes with -?

FA: Geometry, | was in geometry.

JR: You were in geometry. And what was he likaidass, was he -?

FA: He wasn't a dead head. He didn't get up ahslbeemart, but he had the answers when he
was called on, and when the teacher called onainfor the answer, she knew he knew it, just



to explain things, you know. There was this manhg/name of Mr. Johnny Ross, a wonderful
math teacher, wonderful. And I liked him, too, dredhad a lot of respect there, and | think Ed
got locked on him, too, yeah.

JR: Soin this class, Ed wouldn't necessarily abwaglunteer his answers, but if the teacher
said what is the answer he would -?

FA: He had it all the time. And if he found outaody in the class beat him in, we'll say, in a
test they'd taken, you know, boy, he couldn't usiderd why, but he tried harder.

JR: Was he like a grade grubber, you know, likettidreally want the A, and was he really
upset if he got a B?

FA: Ohyes, yes, yes, yeah. He wanted it, notussche thought that you'd made a mistake in
correcting the paper, but he just wanted thatueewanted it for his own satisfaction. He didn't
give a damn whether the world knew it or not.

DA: And he wanted to excel.

FA: That's right.

DA: That's all, he wanted to excel.

JR: But he wouldn't go around saying, | didn't gpst A.

FA: Oh no, no, you wouldn't even know he was indlass. No. Well, he did it to me
because | was with him every day, see.

JR: But he was -

FA: He would tell me, he would just, | mean, he mtasquawking, we'd just talk over the
thing, see. He just wanted to excel, that's whkat h

JR: Did he ever help other, okay, he was a reallydgstudent obviously.
FA: Oh, he helped people.
JR: Did he, would he offer advice, you know, or Wbpeople go to him for tutoring?

FA: Well, | don't know whether he actually wouldesfadvice, but | don't think he ever turned
it down. | don't think he ever turned helping aogi down.

JR: Did he help people often, | mean would youlsieg you know?

FA: Oh, I think he would.



JR: Going over problems and stuff like that?
FA: Ohyeah.

JR: All right, and when did he start debating, &avpoint was he, you know, involved in
debating? | mean, was this ninth grade, or wastém, eleven.

FA: Well, it says that, what years was it, threeyf sometime, | know -

DA: Debating Ill and IV.

FA: 1l and IV, that's his last two years.

JR: Allright, eleventh and twelfth.

FA: Yeah, yeah, yeah, eleven and twelve, yeah.

JR: Allright, so then when you saw him your junyaar, that was your senior year.
FA: That was my senior year, yeah.

JR: Okay, what was, did you ever go to any of heets, or his debate -?

FA: No, I never went that, those, everything wdd laénight, | had to work.

JR:  What would, | mean, okay, was this debate tsimgething that had always been there,
was this a part of the Stephen’'s High School, gtk team?

FA: Oh, we always had a debating team.

JR: They always did. It wasn't like, you know, M@&eary started it?
FA: Oh no, that was there all the time.

JR: It was there all the time.

FA: But | think she brought it out to a lot of tkeellows, she did a good job. They won
every meet, no matter where they went.

JR: Now who would they debate against, or things that?

FA: Oh, Bates freshmen and all these Bowdoin Celfegshmen, another high school around
Portland. See, at one time, to get off the sulgdittle bit, this little Rumford High, Stephen's
High, it was Rumford, they used to have top basMdetbams in the state. A school of about
eight, what, eight hundred, around six hundred [ge@nd we topped the whole state, where
they had fifteen hundred, two thousand, see.



JR:  Wow, and you only had about eight hundred iatgbhool.

FA: Yeah, and that's when they'd top them in baskletand they were right up there with
football. | think they won one time four yearsasght, were champion football team in the state.
They did all these things, see.

DA: Oh, Stephen's was always way up thanenfelligible phrase).

FA: Yeah, and debating was the same way, everythegdid, for some reason or other.
Lately they've gone down, way, way down, but at ome they were right at the top with
everything, yeah.

DA: Because all kids do is sit and watch T.V.

FA: Okay, Diana.

DA: They don't develop themselves. That's what it

JR: Allright, well, now what was it that, okay alidebating team would often, was relatively,
you know, an overwhelming team.

FA: That's right, we were overwhelming, that's adyeord.

JR: They would usually, there's not much you caiddagainst them. Now, were there other
high schools they'd debate against?

FA: Oh, high schools, too, oh yeah, yeah, yeal.yea

JR: Would they compete against like Exeter everEaeter or Andover, or not? Were they
too far away?

FA: | remember that in basketball they used to tdebame of those, | mean in basketball they
used to play those teams. But debating, | do kiawthey debated some of the best, but how
far down they went out of state | don't know, bessauknow they debated against Hebron
Academy there.

JR: And, all right, now when, did you ever, did &¢er talk about his, in his debating, | mean
did he -?

FA: Well no, no, because, no, because like youlsags a senior and, no, he never did. |
think he was very proud of it, but | don't thinkeNy how many people knew about debating. If
you go on the street, who are you going to tal&liout debating, even today?

JR: You're right.



FA: Okay, so you see, that's -

JR: Now the athletics, what were the athletics Bk&tephen's, was it, you said they were
really, really good. Now, when Ed was on the trezkm, was it a really impressive track team?

FA: Ohyes, They's getting all the big meets, andin one of those events you had to be
good. And nothing against Ed, you know, todayinkthe'd have been a pretty good athlete in
school because, like Diana says, they had theesahien. Kids aren't interested. But those
days, oh yeah, they used to go down and race ddzatss freshmen, Bowdoin freshmen.

(Aside - Diana offering soda.)

FA: Oh yeah, and he did, he participated a loke lin basketball, they used to play against all
these academies and all these bigger teams, you kAod they'd come from out of state, out of
Massachusetts and play them, too, and so you hagl teal good to excel. And at least Ed made
the team, and | think that was more because, “twado it”, because | don't think he had it
naturally.

JR: Did, now, so he wasn't coordinated.

FA: Oh, he'd fall all over himself. He got to maodinated in athletics, but at first he'd fall
over himself.

JR: So then how did he get involved in -

End of Sde B, Tape One
Sde A, Tape Two

JR: So then how did he get involved in basketball?

FA: Well, they took a liking to Ed, they worked witim. And he liked it, he liked it. But he
wasn't aggressive, he wasn't the kind of a guy wiald see two guys on the floor and on
purpose bump into them, no, no. He was a gooeétathhe was a good fellow no matter what he
did. He was going to do his share, but he wasirtggto overdo it or push his way around. He
was going to do it the clean way, the neat way.

JR: Now did you ever see him play basketball?

FA: Ohyeah, yeah.

JR: What was he like out there, | mean when helgl,phvas he just kind of a quiet center, you
know, you see the center as, you know, just, theyKind of like, well like Parrish, all right. |

don't know if you saw the Celtics.

FA: Yeah, yeah, oh yeah.



JR: But he's quiet, you know, he just gets his welas (nintelligible phrase).

FA: Like Hollander, he's quiet, Lakers, he's quiegh, yeah. Of course basketball was
different in those days as it is now, you know tedevery, every time a team scored they had
what they call a center jump in the middle of tleef. And that, see, that's why they wanted a
tall guy, see, to get the ball, see. Now afterggeore, the team that scores now starts the play,
right? No, in those days they had what they caltedcenter jump, see.

JR: So how tall was Ed when -?

FA: Well, compared to the kids today, you could sserybody was short in those days, not
like today, you got these seven footers, you kreee,

DA: We have a fourteen-year-old grandson, sixrigat now.

FA: And Ed was fairly tall for the kids around hesee, and they tried to make him a center,
and that was one of the reasons. People wentijuamped, at least get the ball, you know, tick
the ball, see.

JR: So, now did a lot of people attend these baslegjames?
FA: Oh, yeah.
JR: Were those, you know, big?

FA: Rumford attended all, anything. Except thitigs debating, | mean they, see, a mill town
is an athletic town, any mill town, | don’t care ether it was Livermore Falls or Westbrook or
Millinocket. For some reason or other, it's spoytas know.

DA: Anything of a more cultural nature just falls the wayside.

JR: Now, with his sports, was he, did it put hintle limelight at all? | mean, you know, you
have your stars.

FA: Well, no, he never was a star. The only thiagvas in the limelight, he was so big,
they'd say, well look at that big fellow out theyeu know. Being compared to everybody else,
see. But as far as, | don't know. | think thatliteone meet one time in track, it was one of the
tough ones. He had pretty good stamina, he cauch day | think.

JR: Yeah, really good, and he also had long legkright, when did he start doing track, was
that something, | mean did you see him like whewas a little guy getting really into track?

FA: Well, as kids everybody runs, they do thingsj know. Set up a pole, see if you can
jump four feet or three feet, you know, foolishnidps like that. But | think it was in high school
when, | think just like today, they go for the lggys. And I think in those days they tried and
make them, a track man out of them, and they tma&e a basketball player out of him.



JR: Try and fit him into a sport. All right. Whehd he start showing signs of this leadership,
you know, kind of a quiet leadership?

FA: Well, | think he always did, although he didmive nothing to lead. But | think that
people respected him, and | think that's one oftimgs, that's a good start in leadership, out of
respect, see. And then I think when he went odtisrown, then he says, yeah, I'm older, now |
got to do things on my own. In school you've ¢na teachers bringing you up, see. Or when
you're home, you got the parents. But then yoaugpyou go to college, all at once you say,
I've got to do something, I've got an educatiagtito see what | can do with it, see. And |
think that's when he actually started out to doething. Like some of the stories he told when
he was barnstorming around the country, aroundttie of Maine, when he was down in
Waterville and wanted to be a legislator, get m Muaine legislature. They get into placing it,
they got a dime between two guys, that's all thaty gee. But he was bound he was going to do
something. And the first time he run for office g beat.

JR: Did he really?

FA: Yeah.

JR: Oh, | didn't know that.

FA: Down in Waterville.

JR: And that was when he was running for the Mé@ggslature?

FA: That's right, yeah, yeah. He won the next tiamel after once he got in they found out
they had somebody.

DA: But he hurt the feelings of a lot of peopldRimmford, because he claimed Waterville as
his hometown, not Rumford.

JR: Why, why did he do that?

DA: Well, that's where he settled, that's wheravéet into, | mean you can understand what,
you know, and he came from there when he wentpatitics. When he got out of college, he
married Jane, who was from Waterville, | think. ddme had a law practice there, and it was
from there that he went into politics. So at tt@e what he called, it was his hometown at the
time, that's where he was living. But there'staf@eople around here that resented it very,
very much.

FA: Still do.

DA: They said he's ashamed he came from Rumfordphé even claim Rumford as his
home town.



JR: Butis that, that's not true, is it?

DA: Well, I don't, I don't know. I think that hitiances in politics were better coming from
Waterville, there was a better political machineréhto be able to help him get going in politics,
that's what | think it was. | don't think comingiin Rumford he would have had too much of a
chance.

JR: Did he have any dreams, you know, fantasiegmwie was in high school?

FA: If he had, he kept it to himself. He must haxecause you know, the man -

DA: Everybody's got a dream.

FA: Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.

DA: Some dream bigger than others, that's all.

FA: Yeah, I think he -

DA: And some make it.

FA: 1think after he got out of Bates College ardaas tops in Bates College, then he went
down to Cornell and he was tops down there. Bytihee you start saying to yourself, “Well,
gosh, | got something, you know, let's try it.” ¥got to. How else can you do it? You can't

wait for somebody to push you.

JR: Now when, you may not know anything about thig, what was Bates' reputation at
Rumford High, at Stephen's High School?

FA: A good school.

JR: Was it?

FA: Oh, they've always had a good rep, always @k thing | remember about Bates was
this: that's the first time | ever knew that a cetbman, an athlete, was at Bates College, and
that's way, way, way back. That's a, see | gobbsthool in '31, and in the twenties they had
guys playing football and | says, they got blacksgyup here playing football?

JR: Really.

FA: Yeah.

JR: And this was at Bates?

FA: Yeah, it was at Bates, oh yeah. Who's thatguy.V. now, came out of Bates? He's on
Today's program.



JR: Yeah, the Today Show.

FA: Sure, sure, Today's program.

DA: Bryant? Bryant Gumbel?

JR: Bryant Gumbel, yeah.

FA: Well, they started a lot of black people in@&atway back in the twenties.
DA: Yeah, they were really very, a liberal, you Wnavay ahead of the others.

JR: So it was well thought of. So it wouldn't beything unusual to have, from your class,
how many people went to Bates, was there quitarbeu?

FA: Well, from my class, | got out in '31, thereres@t very many went to anywhere.

DA: Nobody went to college, 19317

JR: No, all right, okay, all right.

FA: Depression?

JR: Well then, okay then, why did Ed go? In thirtywell Ed went in '32?

DA: Just a year later. Well, the thing is, | thinkwas his dream, he wasn't going to stop there.
FA: Yeah, but don't forget, | think perhaps it @bbbve been Miss. Cleary and teachers like
that. Bates was well known for a good debate as¢hdays, they had a good debating team at
Bates, | don't know if you remember that, becauselgok a little young so -

JR:  Well, we still do.

FA: Okay, all right, that's one of the reasons that

DA: The right counseling, you know, sometimes tgktrcounseling means a lot, too. And
you said, Miss Cleary probably had a lot to do vitith

FA: And Miss Murphy liked him.
JR: Now who's Miss Murphy, what did she -?
FA: She was a Latin teacher.

JR: Oh, all right, okay, I've heard about her.



FA: From Lewiston. Oh, she liked Ed very much.s$/Cleary, | think she, not Miss Cleary,
Miss, who's the one had the whiskers?

DA: Miss Hayes.

FA: Miss Hayes, yeah.

JR: What did Miss Hayes teach?
DA: English, wasn't it?

FA: English, yeah, yeah. And there was a Miss Raai. | think she started him in his math,
Miss Robinson, and then he got into Johnny Ross.aft

JR:  Whois, all right, is there a woman named UadiVard?
FA: Hicks, Hicks. Abbott now, her name's Abbott.

JR: Okay, he mentioned her, Ed did, as someonéenhthatas relatively close to. What did she
teach?

FA: She taught English the first couple years.cafrse, Ed liked her as an English teacher; |
liked her because | thought she was a wonderflihgogirl. | used to look at her in school and
I'd say, “Where do these teachers come from?’d, bnest, even today | look at her and
remember way back.

JR: What's her married name?

FA: Abbott.

JR: Abbott, all right. Now I just want to ask, witvhat time | have left, what was Rumford
like during this period where you grew up? | meas Rumford, now Rumford's always been a
mill town, right? What -

FA: One of the largest towns in the state, anchbirkidding you. One of the largest, they had
International Paper Mill, they had the Oxford plahey had two mills, they had quite a few
sawmills around, and one of the most active towrthé state.

DA: And downtown, my God, different places.

FA: That's right.

DA: We had more, we had restaurants, there were msetaurants and more stores, more
everything than today.



FA: You go downtown three o'clock in the morninghinse days, they'd still have somebody
around.

JR: Really, it was always busy, very vibrant.

FA: Real lively, real lively, that's right, thatight. And it always had a fairly good base rate,
tax rate you know. People were self-supporting, @tot of homes, people did buy homes
themselves, a lot, a lot of people owned homes. then

JR: So most, well did most people get hooked inboking into working at the mill, was the
mill the center focus of -?

FA: 1t still is, because that's where you make ngptteey make good money in the mills.

JR: Allright, now did it smell, | mean was the dimeémean, you know, you guys were talking
about Rumford, it stinks?

FA: 1know, | know, but don't forget, you know whate priest said one time, somebody said
something about the smell? He says, “Look, he,sagmells money.”

And | got to tell you a story about one of thetfjabs | ever had when | got out of high school, |
did go in the mill, the International Mill, theyIt# the IP. Fifteen cents an hour, and | got a
raise to twenty cents an hour. We worked fiftyffbours. In those days, they put the money in
a manilla envelope, | took it home, because my eragiot the money. When my mother got the
ten dollars and eighty cents the first week, slys,s&Vhat kind of a job you got to make so
much money?” Ten dollars and eighty cents. Is¢hdays, if a man made six, seven dollars a
week it was a lot. And we weren't bad. This méle worked one day more than any other
paper mill in the country. Well, this was one, ajs one of the big paper mills, always. But
your father, during the Depression, you people ‘tieel it that bad, did you? Compared to a lot
of people around you?

DA: My father went in the mill.
FA: That's right.

JR: Now when the Depression hit, what did thatriglht, the stock market crashed in '29, did
you all feel that immediately up here?

FA: No, we didn't feel it until about I'd say '3®1. That would have been the tail end of it,
see. But we never felt it that much because thienewver went down.

JR: Itdidn't decrease in employees at all?
FA: Oh, no, no, it went down this way. We'll shgy were running five days a week, went

down to four days a week, or three days a weekK.thigne was always something going on in
the mill, it never went down completely, when yay :iothing's going.



DA: And this is still quite the mill, this is theggest Boise Cascade mill, and they have a lot
of them. And when they were having a lot of theuble with their lumber businesses and
everything, this was what was keeping the othdoaaf It's still quite the mill.

FA: At one time, Oxford Mill at one time they hdurty five hundred working there, at just
hourly pay, besides the salary pay.

JR: Allright, did, so Rumford really didn't shubwn as a result of the -

FA: It never shut down.

JR: It was almost kind of like, as you said earligell the carpenter would go to the tailor to
get his stuff fixed, and the tailor would go thepznter, you know, to get his wood fixed. It was
just kind of like a self-sustained town.

FA: Oh, you knew, you did it for a fact, that'shtigyou did it, yeah, yeah, yeah.

JR: You didn't need, it wasn't a matter of, we# tharket crashed down in New York or
wherever, Wall Street, it didn't really, it didmivolve you even.

FA: If you had a room in the house to be painted, got the painter over to paint my room,
see. And you never asked him how much, he ditdat;s all. He knew he was going to get paid
something.

DA: And there were a lot of people coming into taenvork in the mill that, you know, like
say single men and that, well mothers didn't goamat work. Like, my mother would have
boarders. And so of course we always ate real dgmxhuse my mother really set quite a table.
She'd have seven or eight boarders coming in ttheatmeals besides us. Well, there was
plenty of food. And that's what, you know, a lbpeople did, you know, the mothers were
home taking care of their families, but they wodélthese things to help out the family finances.

JR: One thing | forgot to ask you about. The sklifia when you were in high school, what
was that, you had dances, parties, what?

FA: Every week something going on.

JR: Like what?

FA: Well, a dance, every club or every class hadiad their turn. And then after every
athletic contest was a dance. When they had fingtiball games, they'd dance, after basketball
games a dance. Oh yeah, everything was -

JR: What were the dances like?

FA: A bunch of kids dancing.



JR: Did, | mean okay, as you said, during recesslaveome, you knowugintelligible
phrase)?

FA: No, this was after athletic contests, see.
JR: And where did you have these, in the gym?

FA: Oh yeah, they had the, the gym, yeah. Andackthat Rumford Mechanics Institute at
that time as well.

JR: Now what was that, would you have, what wakhatRumford Mechanics Institute?

FA: It had everything, it had a bowling alley, #chpool tables, it had meeting rooms, it had a
card room, they had a dance place. Every Fridglygtithere was a dance. Four times a year they
give out a public supper for nothing if you was ember, oyster stew. There was always
something going on, | don't give a damn when yootwieere, there's something going on,

always something. And the gym, you'd go up thesetame you wanted to. You were

downtown, let's go up to the gym and shoot basketgt's go up to the gym -

DA: Our boys practically grew up down there.

FA: Yeah, (nintelligible word), they had anything you wanted, you know, matgttang you
wanted.

JR: Well, okay, so then there was definitely a abltfe, | mean it sounds like -

FA: Oh, Rumford, like | said, it was lively, alwagemething, no matter what it was.
JR: So what's happened to it? It's quiet now.

FA: ltis quiet.

JR: What happened to it, is it -?

FA: Okay, you answer that question what happenéd to

DA: Well, there's no future for our young peopteitsey leave.

FA: Well, even the old people, they got nothingldonow, the older people.

DA: There's nothing.

FA: Yeah, years ago -

DA: The only thing for entertainment in Rumfordhg beer joints.



FA: Like everywhere else.

DA: That's all there is.

JR: They didn't have them then, they didn't hake beer joints then, or was there -
FA: Well, it was Prohibition in those days.

DA: No, but you had, you went downtown, you hadiled these nice -

FA: Ice creamunintelligible word).

DA: Yeah, soda fountain, ice cream parlors, a dikegyou sit around and have a nice ice
cream.

FA: There was a bunch of them.

DA: Nowadays they go downtown and drink, that'sdifference.

JR: Now did you have a hangout when you were it lsichool?

FA: Well, the Institute, everybody went there.

JR: That was the, where you'd meet.

FA: Sure, everybody met down there, yeah.

JR: Allright, high school and everything like thgbu'd just go down there and meet.

DA: Very well run.

FA: Getin a corner with your girlfriend, if nobodgaw you, and sneak, you know.

JR: Now, is there any one thing that you, like am@dent that you remember about Ed that
really kind of depicts his, you know, depicts hisa you know, in seeing him and remembering
him -?

FA:  Well, I'll say this, | wasn't surprised to $6@ get where he did go, because | think as a
youngster, of course I'm looking back now, | cosg@d where, why he did, like | was telling you,
explaining it along the way. When, we'll say hesypéaying a card game, he got beat, and he'd
come back and you could see he wanted to win. |Ahihk those things don’t hurt. Those
things | remember about Ed. Of course | alwayseraber him, he at times was hot headed. If

he got mad, he got mad, get out of the way. Ih'tlidst long because, if it did last long he got
out anyhow. If he was in the house, he went ugsstar a while and come down, see.



JR: Cool off.

FA: Yeah, but | mean wasn't the type that voiceda@nting to fight or anything. And then |
think he got mad within himself, too, you know 04 &f people do that.

DA: But he could be very emotional, like that Neankpshire thing that happened there.
FA: Oh, | can see why that happened.

DA: When he cried. Well, you that, oh, we weré fugous at that. And | said to myself,
what's the matter with people? They ought to gay,know, that's quite a man that can stand up
and cry because his wife's been insulted. Nowinktthat's a man.

FA: 1thought it was a man, | thought, but peopliel shen, we don't want a president like that.
Why not? They can show emotions. | know if soatBbsays anything about my wife | don't
like, I'm not going to sit back there and justtisere you go, see.

DA: And not only that, in a campaign you just, heb@ably was just so exhausted, they get so
tired and he'd reached a point that, you knowvak just a last straw, you know, he was just too
tired and it took him over emotionally and -

FA: And | don't think Ed was the type that -

DA: Not anything like that. But | don't see angithiwvrong with a person having decent
emotions.

FA: Remember the time we went up, when he firsimgttere, the governorship, we went
there? All these Republicans were all surprised &anan in the state of Maine, where there
was four or five or six of the Republicans, heks Bremocrat to ever win. But they took a liking
to him, they all said let's give the young fellowlance. So they all gave him a chance, and it
turned out to be good because he did a good job.

DA: And at the time that he ran there with Humphwes always felt if he had been the top
one on the ticket, they'd have won.

FA: 1think so.
DA: Yeah, really. Humphrey was a very smart mafg been in Congress so long and
everything, but still he didn't seem to have thgieal to the people, you know. And we always

felt that if you get him in there first, it wouldatie gone.

JR: Yeah, so, do you think that when that thingdeaqed in New Hampshire, what kind of
sunk him was that, just the being emotional? Kihdaught up with him?

FA: | think everything caught up with him rightthat time. And | think that whoever did it,
figured on that, §nintelligible phrase), you'd know that there's a breaking point to gvean. |



think there is. Who was the guy did that now, tf'ying to think?
DA: Oh, those people, with their dirty tricks camngpa
FA: Look in Florida, look at the one in Floridacalb that one about the.

DA: (Uninteligible phrase), they really had a dirty tricks campaign goingtett time, it was
terrible.

JR: Kind of a smear campaign.
DA: Caught up with them, too.

JR: Did you see any of his, you know, his currelgais in politics kind of, did you see any,
can you kind of look back and say, yeah, that'd kihEd there, you know, like his interest in the
environment, or the Maine industry. Can you, yoow, or the shoe industry?

FA: No, I didn't follow that closely, that closely get mad because they talk about this
environment and everything else, and oh yeah, &vidat the hell you going to do now? How
many people gripe about the smell in the mill. déa't even notice it, we live here, this is a
living for people, see. And you get these peopla& from out of state, come up in the summer
time, “Jesus, what's that damn smell?” Stay backenif you don't like the smell, we don't give
a darn. But these are the people who are pushagsue. I'm not pushing the issue, | live with
it. It's the people who don't live here that'stpang the issue.

JR: Soin a way you didn't really see, well didtthather you, then, that Ed was so involved
with this air and water pollution?

FA: Well to a certain extent something had to beedo

DA: Oh, well we believe it. Something had to be&ldut you have these really extremists
that -

FA: I'm talking about the real, yeah, I'm talkirtgpat the, | think when Ed did it, he lived here
longer, he knew something had to be done. Andariitie did something, put their money in
Boise Cascade'sifintelligible word).

DA: That's right. | mean of course, down here thay been working, we had had pollution
abatement facilities for twenty years here, whési¢hme up. That had been going on for, they
had been working on all this stuff all along. Bfitourse with laws going in, well naturally you
kind of, but we had a director pollution abatemntietre for twenty years when they started
coming out with this stuff.

JR: Sothen I guess it was, it wasn't Ed neceysaoiing, Ed realized that there was something
needed to be done because it was kind of -



FA: | think so, | think so.

JR: But he also realized everywhere that it wasingmt wasn't just here in Rumford, well in
a way it was, but it was also in New York, in Perinania, California in Illinois.

FA: Everywhere.

DA: It was mild around here, compared to what i waesome areas.
FA: We used to go through the New Jersey Turngikd,it was terrible.
DA: Love Canal and stuff like that, you know, god.

FA: Down around the refineries down in New Jerséyought it was terrible when you go
through there.

JR: All right, well thank you. I'm just going t@fmally end this, | want to thank you so much
for (unintelligible phrase).

End of Interview
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