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Transcript
Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Richard Anderson inrieuth, Maine on
February the 12th, the year 2004, and this is Amtildommedieu. Could I first ask you to say

your full name and spell it?

Richard Anderson: Richard B. Anderson, R-I-C-H-A-R-D, B for Brewst Anderson, A-N-D-
E-R-S-O-N.



AL: And where and when were you born?

RA: I was born in Brockton, Massachusetts on Deceribh, 1934, Rocky Marciano's home
town.

AL: Did you grow up there?
RA: Yes, | moved to Maine in 1953 to go to the émsity of Maine.
AL:  What was it like growing up in Brockton, Mass/?hat type of a community was it?

RA: Oh,it's a city; | mean it was, it was a cifynzaybe fifty thousand people. It was the shoe
capital of the world; there were a lot of shoe daieis there. My father was a food broker and he
traveled all over New England, but we had a camy¢ashington, Maine and we used to go
there all the time. | remember, as far ago aslreenember we used to go to Washington in the
summer time for a vacation. And then we built agethere, built a camp there in '47 or '48,
and when | went to the University of Maine | mowedVashington and lived in the camp. |
started University of Maine in 1953.

AL: And was Brockton, Mass., because it was predantly an economy based on shoe
manufacturing, was it heavily Democratic, or ditidve a political identity?

RA: No, | would say it was heavily Democratic, bug parents were never much into politics.
They always wondered how come | was, but, bectngseweren't. |1 assume it was Democratic
but to be honest with you | don't know.

AL: And so you started attending the Universitjaine in 1953, and what did you study?

RA: Wildlife conservation; and | graduated in '5&nd during the time that | was at the
university | worked for the Fish and Game Departmethe summers and some during the
school year. And when | graduated | went to worktfie Fish and Wildlife Department as the
assistant regional biologist in southern Maineghlaa Sanford, Maine. | worked for them until
1969. During that time we, myself and half a doatrer people, organized a group called the
State Biologists Association, and we got lots dflmity. We were, in those days, known as the
real radical environmental organization in Mairiewas, there was never more than fifty or
seventy members, but we got a lot of press. Andlidi& lot of, | mean it was easier in those
days because the rivers were all sewage and stitfixsasn't talking about all these fine
definitions like you are now, | mean, things wegally bad.

(Pause)
AL: You were talking about the State Biologists dsation.
RA: Oh yeah, the State Biologists Association,aswhe first environmental organization in

Maine. It was, it was a group of people that waadogy teachers, it was kind of an odd group,
we had a couple of real gunners. One of them watrlBates and, no, he used to work at Bates,



Bob Chute, but he was one of the original peopkaénState Biologists Association and he'd
certainly remember about it. It was, we did somedtp wild stuff, we did a lot of really wild
stuff. But, because | said that was when it walliydad. | think we started in around 1965.
One of the things, | worked at Fish and Wildlifelidl research on the salmon population of
Sebago Lake and we had a very big thing aboutThisy were spraying DDT around Sebago
Lake for mosquitoes and | got the idea of analysoge of the salmon population, it was a
really bad scene. So we analyzed some of the sadmd found that it had astronomical
amounts of DDT, and so we did some press on itd A forgotten who was governor then,
who was governor? Ron Spears was the commissioner.

AL: Ken Curtis?

RA: So it must have been Ken Curtis, yeah, it hast been Ken Curtis. And | got myself in
all kinds of trouble by releasing this stuff to fwess. But it, they stopped -

AL: Make a big splash?
RA: They stopped spreading DDT anyway. But anywasy State Biologists Association was,
| mean we were big into the clean ainifitelligible word) and stuff. Do you have some other

guestions or do you want me to just keep talking?

AL:  Well, I was going to ask you about some offiheple you worked with Fish and
Wildlife; did you know Ron Green?

RA: Ron Green, no, no, Ron Green, | think he wasstdmmissioner of Marine Resources,
wasn't he?

AL: He might have been.

RA: The person who was the commissioner when | ek the Fish and Game department
was, he owned some boys camps on Moose Pond, is isaRoland Cobb.

AL: Yes, that's who | meant.

RA: Roland Cobb.

AL:  What was he like?

RA: He was quite a character. Was he the commissishen Muskie was governor?

AL: | believe so, he was around that time.

RA: | can remember Roland Cobb, he was a real ctearaHe owned a sporting camp on
Moose Pond in Bridgton. Not a sporting camp, isweeboys and girls camp. And he was a little

guy with a totally bald head, and | always got glavith him really well. 1 think he thought |
was a little wild; most of the biologists thought/és a little too wild, because | was always



giving public relations stuff. Most biologists ditldo that kind of stuff. But, Roland Cobb, |
always got along pretty good with him, he was qaigy. | think he was a Republican, though,
how come he was working for, oh, that was when agthe executive council, that's right.

That was when we had the executive council andyeiree you wanted to appoint a
commission you had to make a deal with the exeewtouncil. That's how Roland Cobb got to
be commissioner, that's right. Yeah, | remembdaftb He was not exactly an activist
commissioner, but he didn't, in those days thenemta lot of people that sort of officially
complained about things, about rivers being sewkrsort of started in like early sixties when
people really started to speak out and say, ‘thigdiculous.’

AL: Did you have a sense that Muskie, as govehaat Jaid any of that groundwork?

DA: Oh yeah, he got everybody talking about itnelan, he definitely sort of, he made it sort
of, he made it okay to be critical of paper compamostly. In those days that's what it was,
mostly paper companies and municipal sewage treatsaystems. One story | remember about
that time was probably about 19-, | would say ald®@9 or '70. A friend of mine, Laird
Heldenbrand, who was a veterinarian in Falmouthlaadd Laird said, he lived near the
Presumpscot River and we complained about it a lot.

And one time, Heldenbrand was always a guy todnyet people together. So one time he
invited Senator Muskie to come to his house, anishWiged the president of S.D. Warren to
come to his house, and kind of talking about whaineeded to get done to fix the Presumpscot
River, which at that time was just a total sewewas so dead it was peeling the paint off from
people's houses. And | remember Heldenbrand ddstory a lot, and he always talked about
Muskie saying to the guys at S.D. Warren, “All iglou guys, let's cut this shit and get down to
business here. How are we going to get this rileared up?” And Heldenbrand told that story
forever. He died last year, or a couple years &at. Heldenbrand always said that was one of
the great, he was always a guy for getting peagether, and he'd always start out with this
great example of getting the right people togebiemause it just got things moving on the
Presumpscot, which was really bad.

| remember, you know, | hadn't even thought abouniil | was thinking about things, when, in
1969 | started working for the Audubon Society &gl you know where the Audubon Society
building is in Falmouth? I'm sure that Senator kesurned the shovel, turned the first shovel
full of dirt for that building. There must be achire of that somewhere.

AL: Do you know what year that was, did you just?sa

DA: | would say it was seventy, | think it was 7243 or ‘74, but I'm sure that he was there and
turned the first shovel. And there must be a shar@ind because | remember getting the
shovels, and getting, | think | got a gold shovdbw the heck did | ever do that, I've forgotten.
But | remember Muskie coming over there and, yoovkrit was an environmentally sound
building and it had a wood furnace and solar eneigu know who'd remember, Sherry Huber

| think was the president of the Audubon Sociegntrand she might even have a picture. But
there must be a picture around somewhere. | remetinbee was a picture in the newspaper with
Senator Muskie turning the first shovel full oftdat the Audubon Society, at the ground



breaking for the Audubon Society. But in thoseslag was always very supportive of getting
those kind of things done, and then the Clean Watereally put the heat, started putting the
heat on people.

In the early '70s the Audubon Society office wagtenshore of Back Cove in Portland, when
there was, it's hard to imagine some of the ththgs Unintelligible word) this place was thirty
years ago, forty years ago. But there was no sewagtment equipment, none, absolutely
none, until about 197-, | don't know, four, fives,ssomething like that. | mean, there was no
sewage in- pipe, everything was straight right thiocean. There were like twenty-five sewer
pipes over three feet in diameter running intottAeor around Portland, and there were fifteen
or so that ran into Back Cove.

| mean, people now don't even believe it now. ¥ea people that are new around here, they
can't believe it. | mean, you can't even beliexenef you've been, when | think about it a lot of
times, when | think about, | like.l.worked a lot last year, for the last four orefiyears, getting
the Smelto Dam up, that was one of the projecte@fCoastal Conservation Association, and |
like just walking up there and thinking what it wée in 1970. You can't, you just can't
describe it. You take younger people up therethag can't imagine, they can't picture what the
Presumpscot River was like in 1970. It is amatiag things have changed in the state of
Maine in the last thirty years.

And Muskie really got it started, because he waditist one to criticize paper companies, where
before that nobody dared to criticize them becalusg thought if they criticized them they'd go
away. And once the governor started criticizingnth it sort of made it okay to say bad things
about them, and it sort of started, it startedeimaronmental movement in Maine when it
became okay to say bad things about paper compafrasit was after, it was easier to say,
easy to say bad things about paper companiest mhgee difficult when you had to start talking
about cities, because after all the Presumpscat'iady S.D. Warren, it was all of Gorham, all
of Windham, all of Westbrook, so there was a tretioeis amount of sewage, municipal sewage,
in the Presumpscot as well as all the effluent f&D. Warren. | mean, the effluent from S.D.
Warren, it used to just go right down through tloef, | mean it wasn't, there was nothing there.
It was built over the river and things just, pipesnt down through the floor and out into the
river.

| remember one time, it's a little off the subjkat it's Democratic politics, | remember one time
in about 1970 Peter Kyros called me up and said -

AL: Senior?

DA: He said, “Dick”, he said, we got to, what do, viige ought to talk about some of these
environmental problems.” | said, “Peter,” | sdidpw about letting me take you for a canoe trip
on the Presumpscot River?” He said, “Yeah, yekhyowe'll try that.” It was like, Peter

couldn't believe it, but we put in at WashingtoneAue and paddled upstream to where the mill
is. And Peter described it as like being in whathiwaight might be what hell might be like,
because the dump was right on the shore of the avel the rubbish, and the dump was burning,
and this was a combination dump between S.D. WamenWestbrook. And they bulldozed the



stuff out towards the river and then burned it, aadt was smoking and smoldering with little
flames here and there, and it kind of rolled dowardhe bank and hit the river down here, and
the river was just nothing but sewage. And we&edting up through it and Peter, Jesus, he
was, | mean we were both sick by the time we gokbdt was really bad. And there was a big
story in the paper, because the cameras were #ilhgvéor us when we got back down to
Washington Avenue. | don't remember what yeartas vibut it must have been, it was
somewhere between 1970 and 1974.

AL: Did you get the impression that he didn't haveal feel for it until he took that trip with
you?

DA: |think that it energized him, let's put it thveay. | mean, everybody knew how bad it was
because when you drove over the river you couldlstrier a mile in either direction. But it

was really appalling. But Muskie, | mean Muskieelil long enough to see the fruits of his labor.
I mean, that's always good, to live long enougset® the fruits of your labor. And it had to be
pretty satisfying for him to be able to drive overers like the Androscoggin and the
Presumpscot and actually know that they had fishem and that the water had oxygen and that
there were treatments plants in Lewiston and Be#imel Rumford and Mexico, and that the
paper mills had treatment plants and they had tet standards. But he got a lot of things done,
he got a lot of things done and he got a lot ofias... He got a lot of stuff in the legislature.
Legislators were the same way, | mean nobody eeat\vin those days people didn't want to say
anything bad about paper companies. But Muskikisagot everybody thinking that maybe it's
all right to do that kind of stuff, anyways.

AL: Now, when you, still today when you go throulgty, it smells real bad. Is that not from
the river; is it just from the process?

DA: It's from the, the smell that you smelling theow is the vapor that's evaporating from
the sewage treatment plant. There might be a hitlof smoke. There's no, when you drive by
a paper mill today there's a lot of steam, butdlseslamn little smoke. | mean, in the old days it
used to be smoke. Now it's, there may be a smmaduat of smoke. Not too much in Jay any
more, because they're burning natural gas mosedirne or wood, but in the old days... When
you went through Rumford in the old days, downrhia Yalley, it was just, the whole valley was
just smoke. And nowadays they burn wood and nagias | mean, and they have to meet all
kinds of tough standards. The people that livedehyou must have interviewed some old
people that used to live in Rumford and Mexicandan, it was appalling, | mean you just
couldn't believe that people would put up withBut before Muskie, hey, nobody ever did
anything. | mean, it was like, hey, you have teenthem around here because we need to have
jobs, and if we make it too tough for them theyagay.

| mean, the Clean Water Act really was a big boadrecause it made all the paper mills
conform to the same standards, | mean all oveUthited States, not just Maine. Before that,
you know, everybody would always argue that if yaake it really tough for us we'll go to
Georgia or something. And then once you had tleaiCAir Act, it sort of, it leveled the playing
field and then everybody in the United States logorétty much follow the same standards, so
that they couldn't say that they would move if yoade them do certain things.



| don't remember, | don't think | ever met Muskileem he was governor. | might have, but |
don't think so. The first governor | can rememtbeslling with was John Reed, and he was right
after Muskie, right?

AL:  Well, yeah, sort of. Clint Clauson actuallymiout he died in office and John Reed was
in line.

DA: | always remember John Reed, because | dog tailled the International Appalachian
Trail, and our trail goes over Mars Hill MountairAnd you know people in Maine always are
debating about where the sun hits the earth firsli, Mars Hill Mountain is where it hits the
earth first, in the summer time, between March 8agtember. And John Reed flew the first
fifty star flag from the top of Mars Hill MountainAnd the flag pole is still there; | guess the

flag isn't, but the flag pole is. The flag mustibsome archives somewhere, but he flew it there
because it was the first place that the sun wasggoi hit the United States on the 4th of July in
1951, or wasi it -

AL: Fifty-nine.

DA: Was it that late, in '59?

AL:  Fifty-eight, fifty-nine, '59 | think.

DA: Anyway, and Elizabeth [Swain] can tell you mat®ut her connection with Muskie. But
| remember going over to the office a lot when kdBenoit was king, but | don't remember what
| was doing. | mean, | was stirring the pot dosagnething but | don't remember what | was
doing.

AL:  Which office was this?

DA: When Muskie's office was in the post officelBung. | think it was Muskie's. But didn't
Larry, Larry started working for Muskie, didn't he&hd then when George Mitchell got elected
he worked for George Mitchell. And he must hawetstd working for Muskie in 1970, or
something like that, didn't he?

AL: | don't know the year for sure.

DA: Seventy-one, '72? Somewhere in there. | camember either. And | remember going
over there, but | can't remember what | was doingrean, | probably did all kinds of things, but
I've forgotten, to be honest with you, I've forgoit

AL: You mean like on a volunteer basis?

DA: No, because back then | was running the Aud@mrety and | had all kinds of
environmental stuff that | was doing, but | doeinember much about it.



AL: Do you remember Larry Benoit?

DA: Oh, I can remember Larry Benoit when he waglaykeah, but | don't remember what |
did with him. | mean, | did stuff with him but Bforgotten what it was. | do remember that
Elizabeth, that was how | met Elizabeth, but I didunch of different stuff, and I, | don't know, |
can't, | couldn't think of any of the things thatidl. | do, oh, | remember a good story. When,
this must have been about 1972 or '3. When dite€Cget elected?

AL: Seventy-six.

DA: Okay, you're the expert. | got the idea, titustry people always figure out how to get
their people in to run the EPA in this region, Baston office, and | had this crazy idea that |
was going to get Bill Adams the job. At the timdains was the commissioner of the
Department of Environmental Protection. They didall it that then, they called it the, oh, what
was it, the Air and Water Improvement Commissiarsamething like that.

And | was on the board, | was appointed to the dbbgrCurtis when | was the director of the
Audubon Society, nobody could believe it. But @swone of those deals, it was one of those
executive kinds of deals where Curtis had sometpoecause he gave the Republicans
something else, somebody else. And | remembegstquite funny because | was on a canoe
trip out in Washington County, and | got out of theods and | called the office. And they said,
“Dick, for Christ's sakes, where have you been? artis has been trying to get a hold of you
for days.” So | called him from, | remember, Iledlhim from a lunch counter in Jonesboro and
he said, “Dick,” he said, “we're appointing youthe Board of Environmental Protection.” |
said, “Oh, that's great, Ken, jeez, that's terfific

So anyway, after that, when this, when Carter ggatted, | decided | was going to try to figure
out if | could get my own person to run that EPé@gionally. So - this gets to Muskie - so |
called Harold Pachios and | said, “Harold, whatda think? | mean, gee, is it okay if | do
this?” He said, “Sure, jeez, go ahead, take aahiof’ So | went to talk to Adams and he said
he'd like to do it. And so | made up a couple by little meetings that | brought Adams to,
without telling anybody what the agenda was, atlhim to meet some of these environmental
people. And then | got an invitation to Muskieihatever that big bash they had in Washington
when he, what was it, when he, | can't rememberag a big environmental thing. It must have
been 197-, it was like a couple or three monther &arter got elected, so it would have been in
February or in March of 1976, '77.

AL: Yeah, it could have been the amendments of the

DA: No, this was an award ceremony, it might haaenthe Wildlife, the National Wildlife
Federation or, it was some, there was some reason.

AL: With Gaylord Nelson? Earth Day?

DA: No, it was some reason for this party, it wasgaparty, oh wow, there were a thousand
people there. And it was specifically for Muskiéou must have, somebody else must have



talked about that.

AL: The only party I can recall is the huge eightigarty they threw for him.
DA: No, no, no, no.

AL: Because that's way longer, later.

DA: No, no, no, it was way before that. What was thing? It was in 1976, I'm sure.
Anyway, the story was that | got an invitation. Andhose days the Audubon Society didn't
have any money, so a few three or four of us afttubon Society got together and drove to
Washington. And what | did was | called, | knewomias going to, | had a pretty good lead on
who was going to get to be appointed to run the ERAvas a guy from Connecticut, but | can't
remember his name right now. He ran the EPA anyway-, in Carter's administration. But |
found out he was going to be at this party. | td@rhember how | found out.

So | called Adams, | said, “Adams, you got to gosiWiagton next weekend and I'm going to
introduce you to the new director of the EPA,” whwad never met, | didn't know the guy from
Adam. But | knew he was going to be at this partg | knew what he looked like. So | got to
the, we drove from here, we left here at like tMaazk in the morning, drove the rest of the
night, got there like four o'clock in the afterngdime party's at seven o'clock, we get to where the
party is going to be. It was just an incredibee forgotten where it was but it was a wicked big
room.

And | saw this person who | knew was going to lvd,was pretty sure. He wouldn't have
known how | knew it, and | don't remember how Ikneeither, but | went up to him and | said,
“Hey, I've got this guy, my name's Dick Andersdm Wwith the Audubon Society of Maine and
I've got this guy | want you to meet.” So | go getams and | bring Adams over and | introduce
him to this guy and say, | wish | could think o&tlguy's name, | say, you know, “This guy is
from Maine, he runs the DEP in Maine, he'd be atgregional administrator.” And I'm

thinking, holy shit, Anderson, what the hell arayaning, you don’t even, Christ, what the hell's
going on. Anyway, he got to be the regional adstrator.

But what was that party? | mean, somebody gavekMwsnational award, it must have been
the National Wildlife Federation that gave Muskie taward that night, but it was a big party.
You know who'd know? Marshall Burke, who ran thatiNal Resources Council in the
seventies.

AL: | was just going to ask you about that.

DA: |just saw him last week.

AL: linterviewed him just a few months ago, anebhdered what your relationship at the
Audubon Society, if it had a direct relationshigiwinis organization.

DA: It was after him, no, we did the thing, | mew® had, we ran a sort of joint lobbying



operation called CRAC, the Coastal Resources Ac@iommittee, and we, Hoddy Hildreth
concocted this organization that had a real listezvies as directors. | think Douglas Dillon
was one of the directors, but there were someheslies, E.B. White. But, we never had any
meetings or anything, but it was the system thatigex to lobby with, and then we hired a
lobbyist, the Audubon Society, Natural Resourcesrn€d and there were a couple other
organizations. But Marshall would remember thaetimg in Washington. I'm positive that
Marshall must have been there. It might, wellph'tdknow, you don't think it was when
Marshall was running the organization?

AL: Il give him a call and see if | can, I'll lgpu know if | find out.
DA: CIiff Goodall is the other person, Cliff Gootlehme down to Washington.
AL: Do you know where he lives?

DA: He lives in Freeport. But no, this was somen't believe you haven't run into anybody
that's told you about this because it was a hige&n there were a thousand people there at least.
It was a massive event in Washington, people daone all over the country to honor Muskie.

But | don't remember whether he was changing jaken did he -?

AL: He became secretary of state in 1980, in Jif@anyer's last year as president, during the
Iran hostage . . ..

DA: So what would he have been doing, what waddn®s | can't remember what it could
have been for. But it was definitely an award thagot, and it was a big time, it was a really
big time thing. I'm trying to think of somebodyselthat would remember it. | can remember a
couple people | rode down there with: Erica Morgaho is probably somebody you haven't
interviewed, she worked at the Audubon Societyd Aremember driving, Erica was one of the
people that went to this thing with me. But sliessonly one | can remember. Jonathan
Gorham, who lives in Connecticut. Adams would @ially know, Adams is still living. | mean,
Adams will remember, Adams will remember it, heginember that the, the guy that was the
head of the EPA, too. | don't know where Adamedinow, though. | think he's moved back to
Lewiston.

AL: I've heard the name Bill Adams a lot, and I'tlknow if there's two or three of them, or
if, you know, that he was very active.

DA: No, there was only one environmentalist, envinental person, who was Bill Adams.

AL: | need to find him, but | don't know how. Té®rso many.

DA: Helives, | can tell you, his son-in-law is itblrland who lives in Readfield, someplace
out that way. | just talked to him a couple wealge. We were talking about Bill and he told me

what had happened to him. | think he moved badddame. He was living in North Carolina.

AL: Lloyd Irland of the Irland Group, which is aneronmental -?



DA: Yes, yeah.
AL: Yes, okay.

DA: Lloyd's his son-in-law. You ask Adams. If yoall LIoyd he can tell you how to get hold
of Bill, but ask Bill what the hell was that, | tik his last name began with C, the EPA director.
But Adams would, | think Adams would remember tigskie thing. Anyway, you should
definitely have that in your archives because tj@ye him all kinds of stuff. | mean, they gave
him plaques and | think there was another, thereseane kind of a sculpture that they gave
him. And all the environmental people were there.

AL: I'm sure that possibly Don Nicoll has intervesiypeople who talked about it in
Washington, D.C., and | just don't know yet.

DA: He might know, he might know. After that, $etee, | never did, | probably did
something politically when Muskie was running focev president, but | don't really remember.

| do remember going to the lobster thing a few &ptmit | don't remember any particular events.
But, there must have been some, but | don't remewbat they were. | mean, he might have
cut the ribbon to open the Audubon Society, budri'dremember that.

AL: Do you have impressions of meeting him, though&ense of his presence and that sort
of thing?

DA: No, | don't really think I do. | mean, | alwsagort of admired him from a distance by,
from what he said or what he did, or how he deéh things. I'm not sure that | would have
really met him long enough to really relate to hihsort of knew him by reputation more than |
did actually doing things with him. But | knew Gge when George was running, Mitchell. A
long time ago. And | remember when George ramgésernor, when he'd just gotten through,
what was he doing, he’d worked for Muskie and thenwhat did George do, was he secretary,
no, he wasn't a secretary of state before he ragofeernor was he? And | remember the night
he lost to Jim Longley.

AL: He was state chair of the Democratic Partynatmoint, it might have been during that.

DA: When he lost to Longley | can remember beintheballroom at the Eastland saying, no,
this is impossible, holy shit, this can't be happgnoh my God. And | see Jim Longley's kid all
the time; he's one of the board members of theratmnal Appalachian Trail, but | don’t talk
about his father very much. But anyway, no, | meeeally did anything sort of, | never worked
on any particular project with him. It was modthat | saw him as a person who would, who
was going to be up front and say outrageous statf,know, and you knew you were pretty safe
if you were sort of following what he said or doiwpat he thought ought to get done. So he
really built environmental organizations, | mearobe that, before Muskie, you know there
really weren’t any environmental organizationsah't remember whether, actually Marshall
might have told you, but I can't remember whetherNatural Resources Council started before
the State Biologists Association or not, I've fdtgn. But it was, they were about the same



time, like '63 or '4 or something like that, whem$kie was pushing the dam. What was the big
dam that Muskie really liked? Dickey-Lincoln, yes.

AL: And what were your views on that project?

DA: 1got, | never got into the, | don't think lesaid anything about Dickey-Lincoln. | was
never a big fan of public power. | guess | was.likewas never a big fan of public power,
because | thought, it created more problems thswived, but | didn't, | mean | wasn't in favor
of flooding the Allagash River either, but | dorétmember ever getting into the Dickey-Lincoln
argument. There was, there was something that lwsks, oh, | know one of the things, |
mean the- One of the worst things that Muskie eleryou know what it was, and you've had
other people say it.

AL: The sugar beet?

DA: That sugar beet. What a boondoggle that wasChrist Almighty, that was bad. It was
appalling, it was absolutely appalling. It wa' the only, | think it's the only time in the lusg

of the state of Maine that anybody ever loweredcthssification of a river. How, what was that
guy's name?

AL: Freddy Vahlsing?

DA: Freddy Vahising. How Freddy Vahlsing ever daned Muskie to let him run that stuff
into the Prestile Stream is beyond me. But anywesmember going up there in probably '69,
'68, '69, somewhere in there, and | couldn't beligv couldn't believe it. | came back and |
really, | said totally outrageous stuff abouttteah, | can remember, Jesus. But now | go to
Mars Hill all the time, because the Internationapalachian Trail goes through Mars Hill. And
most of the people there don't even remember whnas like. But that pond in Mars Hill, it
was unbelievable, it was like a giant cesspool.

And that was when the Canadians, did anybody @lleydu about the story where the
Canadians got really upset? They actually sandithghbey made a sandbag dam just
downstream from the border where the Prestile Btneant across the border, and flooded all
this crap back onto the farmlands in the state aind. And that caused quite a stir. | can't
remember the outcome, but | remember that it whs tigvas in the paper everywhere.
Because what they did is they built the dam abputian't know what, fifty yards downstream
from the border, and it just flooded up and it Juest total sewage coming out of this sugar beet
factory. That was a pretty bad decision, but Lmeghat everybody, | meanl.never heard
Muskie say that he screwed up and he really shoaNé, he should have said that sometime. |
mean, maybe he did but | never heard him say é@.slbuld have said, “This was a dumb idea.”
| like to pride myself on, when | had dumb ideadmitting that they were dumb ideas, but
Muskie would never admit this shouldn't be, thatais dumb. But, it was bad. And Curtis
bought into that shit, too, Curtis bought intolitnean, Curtis was just as bad, same as Muskie
was on the sugar beets. But it's fixed now, thernvas cleaned and it's full of trout. It always
was full of trout, | mean this wasn't just somedleater stream that ran from Mars Hill, or
Easton to the St. John River. | mean it was a vda@od trout stream. It was one of the best



trout streams up there. And, you know, overnighwas, it went from a really good trout stream
to a sewer. And it ran right across the borddrtrigto the St. John. In fact then{ntelligible
phrase) goes right across the border at St. John's, @féyv hundred yards. But that was pretty
bad. But I'm sure you've had other people recthattunintelligible word).

AL: Did you meet Freddy Vahlsing at all?

DA: No, | never met Freddy Vahlsing. | said adbhasty things about him, but | never met
him. Have you interviewed everybody in that group?

AL: Yeah, yes. He was a character. Are theraoth@in -?

DA: | was just going to say, have you intervieweglig named Jim Beressi from Aroostook
County? Oh, he'd be one of the great interviewsgauld possiblyynintelligible word).

AL: Could you tell me the name again?

DA: Beressi, Jesus, don't ask me how to speBetessi, B-E-R-E-S-S-I, something like that,
Jim. He is a character and a half. He knows ekigrg, he ran the Northern Maine
Development Corporation for years. He knows evengf that goes on in Aroostook County.
He could tell you more stories about Freddy Valgisihdon't know how to find Beressi, but |
was just talking with a friend of mine, and | waeaking of someone else, | was speaking of the
person who owns the North Eastland Hotel, Gregg®Gtendrick. And when | was talking to
Hendrick, Beressi was in his office, and Hendritklsphone number is 764-3747. And they
were, he was, Beressi was in Hendrick's officethegl're doing some Atlantic salmon thing, so
| know that he can tell you, Hendrick can definitegll you how to get a hold of Beressi. But
Beressi can tell you some great stories about thetibickey-Lincoln dam and Freddy Vahlsing
and sugar beets. And he is a wicked talker, hé&dainive you nuts, | mean that guy can keep
you going for at least two or three hours. I#ldlong interview. | mean, it's a long haul but i
you haven't interviewed, have you interviewed ateoreally good interviews from Aroostook
County?

AL: Chubb Clark, EImer Violette, well, EImer Vidlef | didn't do that one but we interviewed
him.

DA: Oh, you did? Before he died? Oh, great.

AL: Floyd Harding, John Cancelarich.

DA: Oh, you got some of those, great.

AL: Oh, I went up there for a whole weekend andrinéwed people so we've got -
DA: Oh, you got some good ones, you got some goed.oFloyd Harding, he knew

everything about Dickey-Lincoln, he must have bakle to tell you some good stories. But
Beressi, Beressi would be a great interview,dlllyou that. He can talk. And he never has, he's



the only person | know that's willing to publiclyitecize John Martin. And he and John Martin
have been feuding with each other for a long tiamel he's still alive so, it's pretty good.

Anyway -

AL: Let me go flip the tape.

End of Sde A
SdeB
DA: ...the old MGA, the MGA is a bad idea, but Branriixed the MGA.

AL: You don't mean the Maine Grocer's Association?

DA: Maine Guaranty Authority. It was the old, iasvthe forerunner of the, of FAME, the
Finance Authority of Maine. It was a really dumiganization, | mean it lent state money to
various things. They didn't have any good plargstary didn't any good program, and they
guaranteed a lot of the sugar beet thing. Thenrzne rewrote the law and turned it into FAME,
and combined two or three other state loan funbsane organization. Anyway, | had forgotten
about going up there. | wrote some bad stuff abimattwhen | got back too, | wrote some really
bad stuff. We used to do, | wonder if there's atyually the State Biologists Association had a
newsletter. But | have no idea if anybody evespreed any of the newsletters. | doubt it. It
would take somebody looking through the newspaipettse mid to late sixties.

AL: Did the State Biologists Association dissolve?

DA: Yeah. Yup, it dissolved. | don't exactly renteer when it dissolved, but it dissolved.
But we had a lot of fun with that. Who else worke#ho else do | know that worked with
Muskie? Did Allen Pease work with Muskie?

AL: Yes.

DA: Yeah, | think so. | saw Allen a couple mondige®. He and his wife, Dot, what's her
name?

AL: Vi. |l interviewed them a couple years ago.

DA: She's a talker and a half, too, she's quiteasacter. | get a kick out of her. | can't think
of any other interesting anecdotes.

AL: Now, how did you come, did you, how did you gecome a member of Barton, Giugold
and Anderson, and what exactly, is that a PR firm?

DA: Oh yeah, what happened was |, when | got thraugrking, right near the end of, |
worked at, when | said | would go work for the Abon Society, when | took that job | said, |
think six years is enough for anybody to do tii¢hen six years was up, | was trying to get the
job of being fish and game commissioner, whiclhesjbb | always wanted. And Curtis had



actually asked me to do it years before that, ashetlded, | had just gone to work for the
Audubon Society and | decided, Jesus, | can't dfj thust started this job, | can't just all of a
sudden after six months decide I'm going to do $bimg else. So | didn't do it.

And then was at the Audubon Society, about 1976waynard Marsh was the chief, he was
the commissioner, | was trying to get Longley téoad Maynard Marsh because he was half in
the bag most of the time, and | couldn't talk himwiit. | tried everything and | couldn't talk him
into it. And so Maynard finished his term, anddk a job working for Hildebrand in the scrap
business and we did industrial recycling at S.Dridfa And | was working on Brennan's
campaign in '77 or '78. Brennan got elected gawam'79, right, or '78, '79, and | was working
on his campaign, | was doing a lot of environmentalservation stuff for him.

When he got elected, | had just been running thimspany, the Hildebrand, the company was
owned by Hildebrand and Ken Curtis and a littleldyitme, and | had been running it and | had
gotten in debt and got him intarintelligible phrase) this piece of equipment, and then Joe
asked me to be the commissioner of Fish and W&ldl&knd again | thought, | can't do it, | can't
do it, | got these guys both depending on, théydth depending on me to try to make this thing
work, it's going pretty good, | got them in debtan't do it. And so Bill Troubh and John
Menario and Harvey Devane worked on me for moritben Menario. | kept saying, “No, I'm
not doing it, I'm not doing it.” That was when @teManuel got picked as commissioner. And
then a little while after that, a couple yearsaftat, was when | got to be the commissioner of
the Department of Conservation, because | foundh@itBarringer was leaving and going to the
State Planning Office way before anybody else kabuout it, and by the time people knew
about it | already had it sewed up. And there veela& of other people that were trying to get it,
but they didn’'t know, | already had it for sure.

AL: Did you say Barringer?
DA: Barringer, yeah.
AL: Dick Barringer?

DA: Yeah. And so I did that. And then when | dobugh doing that | did consulting at
Barton, Gingold. | mean, | took a shot at a feheotcrazy jobs, and after campaigning against
Angus in '92 for Brennan, | tried to get Angus ppaint me as Fish and Game commissioner. |
mean, if Brennan had won, in the time he ran faregor, | would have gotten to be Fish and
Game commissioner, but he just lost by a little ot lost to Angus by a few thousand votes. So
anyway, that was the job | didn't get.

But anyway, and then | just, when | was, when yowansulting you're always looking for
something else, some other interesting thing cdorggaand | just, | mean | did consulting for a
while and then I thought of the International Azddian Trail and then | agreed to do
something in Caribou, and then | got at this orgaimdn. And so when | was doing consulting |
always had plenty of other things to do. And whestired, | said, @nintelligible word) |

figured this out, just why | should be presidenthad Coastal Conservation Association after |
retired, and it worked. But that was a long rapige, that was like a five year plan, that's not



what | usually, the way | usually do it.

AL: | have a question for you. You mentioned Biibubh, John Menario, and one other
person.

DA: Harvey Devane.

AL: Harvey?

DA: Harvey Devane, he lives in, he lives in Halltee lives in Hallowell or Gardiner.
AL: And who is he? | haven't come across his name.

DA: Oh, he was a big Democrat. He used to be,aseanbig buddy of Brennan's. | think he
was, | think he came from Portland, he came frormjdy Hill. He was the town manager of
Bucksport | think, and Brennan hired him to be¢benmissioner of Labor or something, | think
he was commissioner of Labor. But he was a bigadbeatic operative for a while.

AL: Is there anything that | haven't asked you yoatthink -?

DA: There are probably all kinds of things in thenest haven't, I'm not thinking of them. |
mean, | must have done all kinds of things butita@member. This is a great idea to actually
get people to talk about, because I'm sure thelitmeght of all kinds of things that wouldn't
have thought of otherwise, and they would have newvigtten down. But now I'm really excited
about you finding out about that thing in Washimgtbecause Bill Adams would never have
gotten to be the commissioner of, | mean the regiadministrator of EPA if it hadn't been for
that night that | introduced him to the new direcdEPA, who hadn't been appointed, nothing
had been in the newspaper. | don't know how | dotimat out; Harold must have told me, or
Severin [Beliveau], but I, somebody told me. Ardhew if | got Adams down there and
introduced him to this guy it would work.

AL: 1 will definitely get in touch with you -
DA: Butit was a big thing.
AL: If | get Unintelligible phrase).

DA: Yeah, yeah, you should be able to find somelvaaly, Marshall will know, because I'm
pretty sure it was the National Wildlife Federatibat gave him the award, and | can't
remember, but | do remember that he was retiriaghfsomething | thought, or, but he wouldn't
have been because he was a senator. And it waafteayhat that he ran for vice president and
got to be ambassador, it was a long time after tBatl don't know what it was, but you should
have it in the archives, | mean you should haveptague or something, or the award or
whatever the award was.

AL: Great, thank you very much.



End of Interview
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