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Creative Commons 
Licenses



Where do CC 
Licenses Apply?
Creative Commons licenses can be 
applied to copyrighted material only



Where do Creative Commons licenses apply?

A Creative Commons license can be 
applied to a work that is protected by 
copyright, by the copyright owner.

This allows copyright owners to intentionally 
enable certain uses of their work by the 
public (without permission).

If the desired use of a work would typically 
be limited by copyright law, but the CC 
license allows for the use, then the use is 
permissible.

A Creative Commons license cannot be 
applied to a work when the work is not 
copyrightable.

A Creative Commons license cannot be 
applied to a work in the public domain.

If a copyrighted work has a CC license, but 
a use of the work would fall under an 
exception or limitation to copyright, then 
the use is not affected by the limitations of 
copyright or limitations of the CC license.
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Resource: “3.2 License Scope” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.

https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-2-license-scope/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Layers of Creative 
Commons Licenses
● Legal Code: the legally enforceable terms and 

conditions for the license

● Human Readable Layer: a summary of the 
legal terms of the license, easily understood by 
non-lawyers

● Machine Readable Layer: a version of what is 
and is not allowed by a license that is coded in 
a way that can be read by search engines and 
software applications
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Resource: “3.1 License Design and Terminology” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.
Image: “Three Layers of License” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.

https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-1-license-design-and-terminology/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Elements of Creative 
Commons Licenses
● Attribution: a component of all CC Licenses, 

requires the license owner to be credited when 
the work is used

● NonCommercial: optional element, indicates 
that a work, or adaptations of it, may not be 
used for money making purposes 

● NoDerivatives: optional element, indicates 
that no adaptations of the original work may 
be shared publicly

● ShareAlike: optional element, indicates that 
adaptations must be shared under the same 
license (or a compatible license) as the original
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Resource: “3.1 License Design and Terminology” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-considerations/compatible-licenses/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-1-license-design-and-terminology/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Creative Commons Licenses
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“by” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

“by-sa” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

Attribution License (CC-BY):
The licensor of the original work must be attributed.

➔ Others can use the work for commercial or non 
commercial purposes.

➔ Others can publicly share adaptations.

Attribution-ShareAlike License (CC-BY-SA):
The licensor of the original work must be attributed.

➔ Others can use the work for commercial or non 
commercial purposes.

➔ Others can publicly share adaptations, under 
the same license (or a compatible license).

Resource: “3.3 License Types” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-considerations/compatible-licenses/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-3-license-types/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


“by-nc” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

“by-nc-sa” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

Creative Commons Licenses
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Attribution-NonCommercial License (CC-BY-NC):
The licensor of the original work must be attributed.

➔ Others can publicly share adaptations.
➔ Others can use the work, and adaptations of the 

work, for non commercial purposes only.

Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike License 
(CC-BY-NC-SA):
The licensor of the original work must be attributed.

➔ Others can publicly share adaptations, under 
the same license (or a compatible license).

➔ Others can use the work, and adaptations of the 
work, for non commercial purposes only.

Resource: “3.3 License Types” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-considerations/compatible-licenses/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-3-license-types/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


“by-nd” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

“by-nc-nd” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

Creative Commons Licenses
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Attribution-NoDerivatives (CC-BY-ND):
The licensor of the original work must be attributed.

➔ Others can use the work for commercial or non 
commercial purposes.

➔ Others may not publicly share any adapted 
form of the original work.

Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 
(CC-BY-NC-ND):
The licensor of the original work must be attributed.

➔ Others can use the work for non commercial 
purposes only.

➔ Others may not publicly share any adapted 
form of the original work.

Resource: “3.3 License Types” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-3-license-types/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


“cc-zero” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

“publicdomain” by Creative Commons. CC-BY-4.0

The Public Domain
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Public Domain Dedication Tool

● CC0 [CC “Zero”]
● Used by a copyright owner to dedicate their 

works to the public domain

Public Domain Mark

● Used to indicate that a work already exists in 
the public domain

Resource: “3.1 License Design and Terminology” by  Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0.

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-1-license-design-and-terminology/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Applying Creative 
Commons Licenses
Applying an open license to your work



➢ Remember: Only the copyright owner of a work can apply an open license to a work.

➢ Creative Commons provides a license chooser to help copyright owners select a license.

➢ CC licenses are irrevocable: The open license will dictate how others may use the work for as 

long as copyright applies, wherever copyright would apply to the intended use.
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Applying a Creative Commons license to your work

Resource: “4.1 Choosing and Applying a CC License.” by Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/choose/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-1-choosing-and-applying-a-cc-license/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Applying a Creative Commons license to your work

Make it easy for others to use and attribute 
your work the way you intend. Include the: 

● Title
● Author
● Source
● License

Example attribution for the image on the right:
“Three Layers of License” by  Creative 
Commons. CC BY 4.0.
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Resource: “4.1 Choosing and Applying a CC License.” by Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/about/downloads/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-1-choosing-and-applying-a-cc-license/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Creating Collections 
or Adaptations
Using openly licensed work



Licensing considerations for collections

➢ Proper attribution must be given for all the individual works in the collection.

➢ If any of the openly licensed works included in a collection include the NonCommercial 

element in their license, the new collection may not be used for money-making purposes.

➢ In the case of a collection, further reuse of content from the original works is limited by the 

original licenses of those works. Only the new elements presented are copyrightable by the 

arranger of the collection: the order of the items, original supplementary content like an 

introduction, etc.
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Resource: “4.4 Remixing CC-Licensed Work.” by Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0

https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-4-remixing-cc-licensed-work/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Licensing considerations for adaptations

➢ Proper attribution must be given for all individual works inspiring the adaptation.

➢ Adaptations of  works that include the NonCommercial element in their open license may not 

be used for money-making purposes, nor can further adaptations down the line.

➢ Adaptations of works that include a ShareAlike element in the license must be shared with 

same license (or a compatible license).

➢ Adaptations of works with a NoDerivatives element canʼt be shared publicly.
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Resource: “4.4 Remixing CC-Licensed Work.” by Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/licensing-considerations/compatible-licenses
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-4-remixing-cc-licensed-work/
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Creating 
Adaptations & 
Remixes
● The chart to the right provides a 

helpful visualization of whether or 
not two openly licensed works can 
by combined & remixed by an 
adaptor. 

● If you create an adaptation that 
uses multiple pre-existing works, it 
is best practice to license the 
adaptation with the most restrictive 
license of those you are combining.
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Image: “CC License Compatibility Chart” by Creative Commons. CC BY 4.0

https://creativecommons.org/faq/CC_License_Compatibility_Chart.png
https://creativecommons.org/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/


Resources
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Creative Commons. “3.1 License Design and Terminology” Creative Commons Certificate for Educators,
Academic Librarians and GLAM
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-1-license-design-and-terminology/

Creative Commons. “3.2 License Scope” Creative Commons Certificate for Educators, Academic Librarians
and GLAM
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-2-license-scope/

Creative Commons. “3.3 License Types” Creative Commons Certificate for Educators, Academic Librarians
and GLAM https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-3-license-types/

Creative Commons. “4.1 Choosing and Applying a CC License” Creative Commons Certificate for Educators,
Academic Librarians and GLAM
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-1-choosing-and-applying-a-cc-license/

Creative Commons. “4.4 Remixing CC-Licensed Work” Creative Commons Certificate for Educators,
Academic Librarians and GLAM
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-4-remixing-cc-licensed-work/

https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-1-license-design-and-terminology/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-2-license-scope/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/3-3-license-types/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-1-choosing-and-applying-a-cc-license/
https://certificates.creativecommons.org/cccertedu/chapter/4-4-remixing-cc-licensed-work/


Credits

◎ This slide template “Blue Connections” was created by SlidesCarnival using photographs by 
Unsplash and is free to use under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license

◎ This presentation, “Creative Commons Licenses” by Laura Conforte is licensed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 license
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https://www.slidescarnival.com/cordelia-free-presentation-template/216
http://www.slidescarnival.com/
http://unsplash.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://scarab.bates.edu/ils_scholarship/13
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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