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MUSKIE URGES PASSAGE OF NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE

Senator Edmund S, Muskie (D-Maine) called today for early enactment of a program
of National Health Insurance, coupled with a concerted effort by the government and the
medical profession to reform America's national health care system.

In remarks prepared for the California Council on Health Plan Altermatives in San
Mateo, California, Senator Muskie said that ".,.high quality medical care is a right, to
yhich all Americans are entitled., It should not be treated as a privilege, available oanly
to those who can pay the price.”

-

~ The Senator said, "Private and public group insurance is no longer adequate to meet
(_) health care payment problems."” He said that in the new Congress, he will egain

¢o-sponsor the Health Security Act, which would provide health insurance for every U.S.
fitizen.

. Powever, Senator Muskie stressed that such an insurance program is not the
answer to all our health problems.

"Simply adding a new financing mechanism,'" he said, "ceaunnot do the ‘job which needs
to be done, in reshaping and revitalizing our entire haalth care system. We need
chethins more than pational health insurance. We need a concerted effort--by the
iovernment and by the medical profession itself--to expand our supply of health care

nanpower, and to find ways of delivering the benefits of our medical research to
svery American. f

Senator Muskie called upon the medical professions to provide for faster entry
gnto the health professions and to give more encouragement to those wishing to become
general practitioners. If the medical profession does not actively participate in
gur health system'’s reform, he said, 'we will be faced with a growing demand for govern-
aent control of the delivery of health services."

Aership in health care during the past two years, saying the government's "negative

titudes" must be reversed and a more 'positive program" adopted, He supported more
federal aid to medical schools, greater use of paramedical personnel, more health
sexvice for rural areas and the establishment of a National Health Service Corps.

2 At the same time, the Senator criticized the federal government's record of
Et
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