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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Mr. Richard Barringsrthe Muskie School
for Public Service, at 49 Exeter Street in Port|dvidine on March the 25th, the year 2002. This
is Andrea L'Hommedieu. If you could start justdiying me your full name and where and
when you were born?

Richard Barringer: Richard Edward Barringer, | was born in BostorNmvember 21st, 1937
to Helen Silva and Walter Barringer.

AL: And did you grow up in the Boston area?
RB: | grew up in Charlestown, my parents lived ima@estown. And, grew up in Charlestown

in the same home in which my mother was born, eetlilecker on Bunker Hill Street right next
to a very beautiful park, playground, and -



AL: Is thatin the Cox Hill area?

RB: No, no, this is at the very top of Bunker Hlreet, just down the street from that great
Catholic Church on the top of the hill where | vibeptized and where my parents were married.

The park was designed by the great landscape actiho did the Central Park and Boston
Common, I've forgotten his name right now. Veradmgful park, so we were very fortunate to
grow up there. Attended St. Franaisiftelligible word) grade school, elementary school,
taught by Dominican nuns, was an altar boy, hetal Bby at St. Francisiintelligible word)
church on top of Bunker Hill Street. One of sixldten, I'm the third of four sons and in
between two girls, all of whom are still alive. NBther is dead, my mother still lives in
Charlestown in an elderly housing facility. Aftet. Francis | went off to Latin School, not that |
wanted to but that, my eighth grade nun and myrdddethers told me to, which turned out to be
a real turning point in my life.

AL: In what way?

RB: Well, Latin School is an extraordinary placed a think most of the habits that | acquired
that have served me in adult life | acquired thaviast of the good friends I've kept all my life |
met there, and most of the best teachers I'verhatilife were there. So it was really, it was a
real revelation that, first of all the ethnic disiy of the place; there were Jews and blacks and
Chinese and Lithuanians and Poles and -, this was 1951 to 1955 when there were a lot of
children of immigrants. It was just a real eyemgreto be confronted with so much talent in so
many different diverse dimensions. | mean, thezeewnusicians and athletes and writers and
poets, and scholars of Latin and Greek and romiamepiages. It was quite extraordinary.

So, | loved Latin School, had a great time theng, thirough some quirk of good fortune, which |
guess | didn't know, ended up going to Harvard€g@l | never expected to go to college, was
the first person anywhere in my family that hadrey@ne to college. And I think | went there
because | just happened to have the good fortube toterviewed by the dean of the college
who took a liking to me, thought | was an intemnegtperson for some reason. And, so | went up
to Harvard College, which wasn't very far from Gestown, two and a half miles, but it was
like three hundred years. | mean, it was just sudffferent culture from where I'd grown up.
Charlestown in those days was a longshoreman coityramd a factory town, very rough and
tumble, a lot of criminality, a lot of poverty. @fl the kids, | got out of - kids who were with me
in St. Francis, | think only two of us went to @gk, that is, my class at St. Francis. It was just
a, it was a very rough, tough place. And to gonftbere off to Latin School and then Harvard
College was just mind boggling, it was truly minagigling.

AL: And your mother had grown up in that same town.
RB: Yes.

AL: Inthe same house.



RB: But my mother had, my mother had a high scdegree, which in those days was really
quite unusual. Her parents had sent her off tatadic high school in Watertown, but she got,
she got there on a daily basis by traveling thisetys. So she had a good deal of respect for
education; it really was her influence that, alhef children eventually graduated from college,
which was remarkable, | mean it really was trulnagkable, six kids all from, going on to
higher education. | can't think of any other famil Charlestown that accomplished that.

Her father was a Portuguese immigrant who waslagéall-trades, a barber, fisherman. Ended
up working for the city of Boston as a head of ohtheir public works divisions, and was in
charge of Charlestown and the north end. He, vileecame to this country, his family lived in
the north end when it was largely Irish, and he pas of the wave of Portuguese, and Italian
and Greek and Jewish immigrants who moved intattth end, and the Irish kind of moved

out to Charlestown and Somerville and Dorchesittg.then bought this three-decker in
Charlestown for, as | recall, was about five orlaixdred dollars, just after the turn of the
century, and raised his family there. He livedlmathird floor, then my mother married - he
rented out the first two floors - my mother marrisde went off to live about six blocks away
with my dad. The following year, the second flbecame empty and she moved back. So until
she moved into the elderly housing at the agegiftgifive, she'd lived eighty-four of her
eighty-five years in that house. Which is a gfeaintelligible word). We've since sold it,
unfortunately, because there were none of us tbhetd,think of it all the time; it was this
wonderful house. So my grandfather was up onttnd floor, we were on the second floor, and
then he always rented the first floor. And theti@mthe first floor most of my life was twelve
dollars, and then when | was in college it wentafifteen dollars, | remember that quite

vividly. Today rents are fifteen hundred dollamhanth. It's craziness.

| loved growing up in Charlestown; it was very agsible to Boston. We'd walk to the Boston
Garden, to Fenway Park, to the museum, the librajyst spent my youth walking around
Boston, taking the MTA which was only a nickel ose days. You could get on anywhere for
a nickel and get transfers and go into Boston,gaud spend the whole day riding around the
city on the metropolitan. It was then the Bostomirftelligible word) Railways, now the
Metropolitan Transit Authority, or the Mass Bay iis&t Authority now. So really it was quite a
wonderful time growing up.

AL: Yeah, and that was the north end of Boston?

RB: That was Charlestown. My grandfather movethéonorth end, which is now the big
Italian district, but then he moved to Charlestomhich is just across the Charles River, where
the monument is. But he moved up to the top ofk@uiiHill Street. The monument was
actually on gnintelligible word) Hill, it's called Bunker Hill Monument but it'snaunintelligible
word) Hill. On the top of Bunker Hill is St. Francianintelligible word) Church.

AL: Now, what year were your mother and father Born

RB: Well, my mother's eighty-nine, so she wouldébeen born in 1913, and my father was
six years older than she, so he was born in 1907.



AL: Did either of them ever talk about, or haveotiections of, the Spanish influenza that
went through the city in, | think it was, 19197

RB: Itwas 1919, but | don't recall them ever tadkabout it.
AL: Or did they ever mention the great molassexiffo

RB: Yes, yes, my father spoke of that very oftefait, and how devastating it was to the
north end. It happened in the north end, and theyalk about it as kind of a, you know, a
seminal event in the city, you know, that reallysveme of the very few large natural, not natural,
but industrial, industrial disasters of the cifjhat was alll.

AL: Yeah. Now, but you said, was Charlestowngrelisly, was it Catholic, mostly Catholic?

RB: It was virtually all Catholic. There were threCharlestown’'s about one mile square, and
when | was growing up there there were twenty{sousand people living in it, so it was very
densely populated, twenty-six thousand per squdee mihere's, there’s almost nothing like that
in New England, | don't think there's any populatiensity in New England that is that great
today. There were three, really prosperous big@it parishes, and two relatively small
Protestant churches, an Episcopal and a Methadisth didn't prosper very well. And there
was a good deal of, prejudice is too strong a woud the Protestants and Catholics didn't
socialize. It was very clear that | shouldn't datetestant girls, for example, you know, it really
was, it was a very strong, largely Irish Catholiorieng class community with very strong
borders around itself. That changed dramaticallhe sixties and seventies, but back in those
days it was a very parochial, insular, very, verghl Catholic community. The parishes were
very strong; they all had athletic teams and daebeols and youth associations, and elderly
associations, and charitable organizations, andwlege quite highly organized. They were,
today St. Francis has a single priest who is tistgpand runs the whole show. In those days,
there were always at least four priests in ourgbaidnd sometimes five. The Catholic school
was oversubscribed; they had a house full of nums ran the school, were very, very good
teachers. And there were two others in the towanhrere similar, they had, St. Catherine's and
St. Mary's. Both were about the same proportiahink had four or five priests each of them,
thirty to forty nuns running their school. It weesally quite extraordinary by today's standards,
nothing like it around today. It was a very sugp@ community, so long as you were a member
of it, you know. It was not welcoming, however,athers. | remember one of the prettiest girls
| knew as a teenager was a member of the Methdldiisth, | was quite mad | couldn't date her.
| mean it just wasn't acceptable.

AL: And that came even from your family.

RB: Everybody. First person | fell in love with svRrotestant, though, but from out of town.
Interesting, from out of town, that didn't coumt. town it would have been too complicated. |
didn't feel a lot of pressure from my family abthét so much as | felt from the community.
When | was admitted to college, | had received @aNacholarship, U.S. Navy scholarship, very
prestigious scholarship back in those days, whicbld/allow me to go anywhere. Virtually any
college in the country would accept this. Andhcamember that, | don't know how the word



got out, but, I went to confession one day to Faliherphy, who's since deceased, and he said to
me, “I understand that you've received a very sa®larship.” | said, “Yes, | have.” And he
said, “You should be very proud,” and | said, “Yeam.” And he said, “Where are you going
to go to college?” He said, “Are you going to gd\totre Dame or Boston College or
Georgetown?” And | said, “Well, I've been accepaetHarvard and | think I'm going to go
there.” He was furious, he was really furiousndan, he stopped confessions, you know, he
wanted to, he and | had to go have a talk. Itjwsisnot acceptable to him that | would pass up
the chance to go Boston College or Notre Dame,Usechcould have gone to any of those. |
mean, the Navy scholarships were accepted at ilyrteneery college in the country, and if you
got one the assumption was that you could prettyimget in anywhere you wanted because
they were so prestigious. And when | told him kvgaing to Harvard he was furious with me,
really furious. Didn't speak to me for ten, fiftegears.

AL: That long?
RB: Oh yeah.
AL: Oh, as you went, and went on.

RB: Yeah, as | went on, yeah, he was furious. al$ & very parochial, insular, narrow. It's all
part and parcel of what's going on in the churdayo though.

AL:  Well, yes, there's a lot of talk these days.
RB: Yeah, a lot of talk these days. It has iteeatlents in that kind of ilk.

AL: Right. Your parents, were they involved in doenmunity other than the social relation
with the church, were they involved in civic acties or political?

RB: My mother never was, my mother really was, nothrar was very scholarly and studious,
she read a lot and really was very devoted todmearly. My father was much more involved in
the community. Boston in those days was an exterdi the Curley machine, okay? | mean
very much an extension of his machine, politicathiae. And | say that in kindly terms, | don't
mean that in sort of negative. He was mayor whead seven or eight years old, and | still
remember, | have memories of that time. And thewas organized into districts, of which
Charlestown was one, and each district had reptatsam on the city council. And the city
council was strong constitutionally, so that theyaraneeded the council in order to do what the
mayor wanted to do. And so the extension of Ciglegeration really penetrated quite far down
into the neighborhoods and districts of the ciynd a man named Leo Consella was for many
years the councilor from Charlestown, and by vidtibeing the councilor from Charlestown he
dispensed patronage, so that things like jobsérstinools, summer jobs, jobs in the WPA and
so on were, Works Project Administration in the EBsgion and so on, were dispensed through
this organization. So you had to be involved ifiyeanted to make a living, okay, and my father
was very involved in that organization.

He, I don't know all the details of this whole thjrbut in his thirties contracted a disease and
began to lose his eyesight. He had been a, stautess a, he left school in the seventh grade,



sixth or seventh grade when his father died to kefgport his mother's family, and worked for
the Associated Press as a runner, as a messengedadhe city. And then he had a series of
jobs in the trades, he was a teamster driving sehand wagon, a carpenter, a rigger, a plumber,
boiler maker, he was very, very skillful with hiarids, and then started losing his eyesight and
that was a real problem for him in his trades. Anthis - But somehow or other got a guard's
job, and I'm sure this is through this politicagjanization, at the Charles Street Jail, which was
the county jail, and rose through the ranks to bexoaptain of the guard, which is the head of
the guard detail, and worked nights at the locaiguhigh school, helping to organize basketball
games and movies and the kind of the array of kactavities that were put on by the city at
night for entertainment for kids, to keep themtb# street and so on.

And that was all dispensed through, again througmtelligible word) Consella, you see,
through these, this organization. And in ordelnage access to those things, to support your
family and help you know pay the parochial schahlaation and then put them through college
(unintelligible phrase), in order to get those things you had to be adtivthe political system.

So that on election days we'd always be out digink flyers and things like that, you know, we
were never involved at the policy level, we juse were always part of the machinery, the
mechanics of just keeping that system going bectgse was a quid pro quo involved, that you
did that so that jobs and, you know, and | had sanmjobs doing things like lifeguarding at
swimming pools and things like that from very eartyas a result, as did my brothers and we all
did (?). We always worked, | mean | worked from the timeas seven or eight, started out
working, helping, was a helper with a milkman detimg milk every morning, and then worked
in a drug store for many years, and worked longshidnad an uncle who was a steward in the
longshoreman's union, so that Christmas vacatidnAgmil vacation and so on, my brothers and
| would always work with him doing that, unloadisgips. | used to drive what was called a
chisel, it's a front end loader, taking stuff dfétships. And, and then got into the carpenter's
union while I was in high school, and | did thatrsuers all the way through high school and
college. So, we just always worked to help supphertfamily, and especially education. Very
interesting. At least | thought it was interestaighe time.

AL:  Did you, well, did you, sort of being a paftloe political machine as a child and seeing
your father being active, did that give you anriest in you know, public policy and, | mean sort
of understanding how things work in government?w®@en did that interest -?

RB: Well, | guess there were two things, one i$ Wmaalways talked politics around the table,
dinner table, you know, just what was going on. fisliyner was just an inveterate fan of Franklin
Roosevelt, | mean he just adored Franklin Roosefedtvery much that he had saved my
father's life, in effect. He kept the family goiagd just provided help to him, and so he was
very grateful and really loved him. He also, hesweally crazy about this country, just loved
the United States and was an inveterate Demouasitlgved the Democratic party, was very,
very loyal to it. | mean, one of my fondest merasras a child is being kept awake at nights, the
nights of the national conventions my father wqukt listen to it until they stopped
broadcasting, you know, | mean he just would stayhad to stay up, he had to finish it. | can
remember the 1948 convention very vividly, you knawd just how exciting it was and he was
very, you know, just emotionally involved in thaBut never actively participating at that level,
his was always at the ground level, he was justabitiee troops. So he always talked politics



around the table, so he was very interested in tAat | think my own interest in it was sparked
by my time in the military.

AL: What years were you in the military?

RB: From, | enlisted in Coast Guard in 1959, antsvben active and reserve duty | was in
until 1967, and did a lot of traveling in Latin Anea and | was really appalled by the, both the
poverty and the politics of Latin America at th@di. 1t was very poor, and very dictatorial, and
it just really distressed me, | was very, very pghaabout it. | was appalled by it, in fact, [fjus
really couldn't get over it, and it was all cleatdlynean, here we are, we're traveling around in
these lovely ships and going in, having thesehéevening there was all these kind of parties at
the embassies and so on, and clearly there wasargliect | mean, between the lives that we
were living down there and the lives that mosthef people were living there, and | was really
quite appalled by it. And | think it was a combioa of maybe my Catholic, | mean, one of the
(unintelligible word) things about growing up Catholic was this strengial conscience that
was bred into us, | mean we really, there was g s&ong emphasis on social justice, in the
tradition in which | grew up. And | just really wahocked by it. | had been a math major in
college and hadn’t thought much about politicsllyea

AL: A math major?

RB: Yeah, a math major. Although | took a lotitédature courses and social relations
courses, and anthropology courses. Mostly | toaknand science, and | was really headed in
that direction. 1'd been offered a job by IBM, damgout of college.

AL: And this was back in 19-?

RB: | was offered a job at the CIA, you know, thegruited very aggressively on campus, and
if you had a degree in mathematics they really vadter you, you know, | mean they just really
liked people who majored in math because there wemng lots of applications that they could
use you on. So, they had the most crews on campuyg senior year of anybody, CIA did.

IBM had a big contingent, too. But | decided IIipaeeded to get away from that. I'd been in
school all my life, | just wanted to get away, seene of the world, have a different way of
seeing the world, and | decided the military waswlay to do that. Being in the military wasn't
like what it is today, you know, people felt betédrout the military in those days.

AL:  Oh, did they?

RB: Oh yeah, oh yeah, | think very much. It wabbeVietnam, it was still kind of living

within the afterglow of World War Two and, you knphow well that had worked out and how
wonderfully the nation had mobilized and served sman, people felt much more, well at least
where | came from. | can remember going into tbast Guard and being surprised by how
many people | met from Maine, | mean really, theege just, as | recall in those days something
like seventeen percent of all the people enlistettié Coast Guard were from Maine, seventeen
percent of the whole Coast Guard, and it was begdusean, there's such a great tradition, there
had been such a great tradition in Maine of astioniavith the Coast Guard, lighthouses and



life boat stations and so on. And they did it @seeer advancement, you know, it was a way of
getting ahead in life, getting some benefits so gmuid go to college or something afterwards.
It was a way out of poverty for a lot of coastalkiyou know, and they were great, they were
wonderful.

So, | decided after being in the military that Isagoing to come back and go to graduate school
in government and economics, and so | did. Whgot but | spoke with a friend who was an
attorney. He urged me to be an attorney, anddlhoh | didn't think that was for me. Although
in retrospect, | probably should have gone to lalosl. But, in any case, | said, no, | really
want to learn more about government and politioseghment and economics, and so he
suggested that, the University of Massachusettsahaaty good program in developmental
economics at that time and | ought to go up thereafyear. So | went up and visited around,
and | was able to get a graduate assistantship #ret so | spent a year there. And while | was
there, | met a man who was a visiting professanfMIT and we became quite good friends.
And, the result of that was the following yearhetthan staying at U Mass, | came down to
MIT to enroll in their new program in political grice and economics. And, so that's where |
got my doctorate, and what was great about thatkaghey really were very into
developmental economics, which was what | was wréggrested in. That is, how you take very
undeveloped places and help them to develop. Arndpent most of my graduate work doing
that, which then took me to the late 1960s, annistied there and was offered a job back at
Harvard. | mean, you know, here | am still hangangund Massachusetts.

AL:  And your priest still not speaking to you.

RB: That's right, that's right, Father Murphy'd sibt speaking to me. Meanwhile, he had
been reassigned to be the pastor of the Holy Naristpin West Roxbury, which is one of the
most prestigious appointments in the archdiocefoefon, so he's become a pretty high
muckety-muck now, monseigneur, a monseignenin{elligible word). So | went up taught at
Harvard for a few years. While | was there | ast@df I, | was teaching a seminar on state
government and, state government and the Massathasenomy, and a state legislator was
(unintelligible word) and lo and behold if he didn't turn out to becappointed the chair of the
Massachusetts Bicentennial Commission in 1976.rEstate, the federal government paid for
every state to have a bicentennial commissionhandok this thing over and it turned out to be
a real quagmire. | mean, it was rife with corraptiand quite serious, and really serious
problems, and he asked me if | would take it otade over the director's position of that
commission for a period of two years to try to igfinéen it out. And who offered me a good deal
of money to do this. In fact, about almost twisenauch as | was making teaching, so | said yes.

AL: Hard to pass up.

RB: Hard to pass up, right. And | went, and | hagteat time doing it, you know. It was
really, Frank Sargent was governor of the Commoltived the time, was Republican, and there
was a Democrat legislature in both branches, asdtimmission was appointed by a senate
president, speaker of the house, and the govethere were about twelve members and each
appointed four. And it was, it turned out to ballg | was really fascinated by the experience.
And | had a good staff, they gave me money to @iéa dozen people, and | really, really liked



Governor Sargent a lot. A very, just died lastryaad very interesting, capable man who ran a
sporting goods shop down in Cape Cod, was a vergessful businessman, and a terrific
politician. So | worked with his administrationdastraightened that thing out, and it worked, |
mean it really, you know, it got, there'd been egiopublicity surrounding it, the problems that
happily we were able to straighten it out, and szally enjoyed that. And meanwhile, | was still
teaching some at the same time.

But then what, and the teaching involved me imjentl who was born in Lamoine, the other
side of Bar Harbor, had persuaded me to comehissithis birth site in Lamoine, he now lived

in Massachusetts. And while we were driving there saw this house for sale, this was in
1968, on Penobscot Bay, and we both saw it, anccgald see it from the road, from Route 1,
and we stopped and looked at it, and lo and bahald didn't end up buying it, as a summer
house. And so he and | and our, we had very yéamgies at the time, started spending part of
each summer there fixing this place up.

And | also was teaching a seminar at the Kennetip&@wn developmental economics, and
there was a proposal at that time, this is now 1989 to put an oil refinery into Searsport,
which was right down the road from where this howas, my summer house, okay? So |
brought the students from the seminar up, and @eulianalysis of the proposal for the refinery,
and it turned out that the analysis became velyential in the decision by, it was then the
Environmental Improvement Commission, the predewesisthe DEP, the Department of
Environmental Protection, when they made a decikiwas asked to testify on the basis of this
analysis, and was very instrumental in their vaaiast the refinery, this pie¢@) analysis that
my students had done. It was a great piece of worgally was good.

And, one thing led to another, and John Cole, whs thien the editor of tHéaine Times,
approached me about doing a book about the Mdiegyrospects of the Maine economy. He'd
received some money from a foundation, and he Séighu would like to do that, then I'll give
you, I'll get this money and you can use it to sheome time doing this.” So | think it was the
summer of '71, two or three colleagues and | theksummer off and just started looking at
alternative development scenarios for the statdahe. And it ended up in a small book that |
wrote calledThe Maine Manifest, which was first published by ti\aine Times as a tabloid,

sold for ten cents, and then was subsequently ghdadlias a book and really got quite a lot of
notice, and it's still used today in classes instag¢e, about the Maine economy. So, and it was
the first time anybody had taken a, kind of a sesilmok at how Maine might develop, other
than through kind of mega projects, you know, tigg big new whatever, sugar beets, or another
big paper mill, or oil refineries on the coast araduminum smelt in Trenton, all of which were
the kind of the popular ideas in the 1960s. Ans pinoposed a very different path for
development, one that was more ecologically orgknte

And, so that was published, and I'm still livingadoin Cambridge and working on the
Bicentennial Commission. And that came to thengitbe of the Curtis administration with

whom | began to have some connections becauseadube of my involvement with Searsport
and so on. And when the legislature created ir818& new Bureau of Public Lands to reclaim
the state's public reserve lands, which is whdherotomplicated story, but they created it in

1973 to exercise the state's rights on a half omlicres of land here in the state, which the paper



companies also claimed. Okay? The Curtis admatieth asked me to come here and be
director of Public Lands. And, so my wife and idsdWell, would we rather bring our children
up in Cambridge, or bring them up in Maine?” Candly, that was the question. And we
decided we'd rather bring them up in Maine, so weed up and | took that job, and that was in
December of 1973, which was pretty risky becausel 18as going to be an election year, so the
Curtis administration was going to be all over, ¥mow? So | only had a job guarantee for a
year, but | really loved being here, you know, lamgthe half dozen summers that we'd spent
were kind of, each one would get a little longed are put our children in the school a couple of
times here, so we just really knew we wanted te here and raise our children here. And then,
so in the fall of '73 when offered the job | decdde come up here, and that's how we got here.

AL: And stayed.

RB: Yeah, well, | never regretted it, | mean, newewver, it was the best decision that I've ever
made, really.

AL: Now you had the summer place in Searsport. ré/tliel, what part of the state did you
live in?

RB: We moved to Augusta, and stayed in Augustd,datiabout ten years, and then moved
to Hallowell, which is right next door, right doviine river, and stayed in Hallowell until just
four or five years ago when we moved to Portland.

AL: Now, how did you meet your wife?

RB: The wife? Well, | was married once beforandt my first wife when | was in the Coast
Guard and we were married for seventeen years,abdut 1980. Right. Then, let's see, 1979,
we separated in 1976 and were divorced in 1974, By that time | was living in Hallowell

and Martha was working, Martha is my wife, my setarfe, was working for the Maine
legislature at the time, and she was at that tghe,subsequently became director of the Office
of Policy and Legal Analysis. At that time she wiaes staff person for the Local and County
Government Committee and the Judiciary Commiti&ed | had just moved from being
Commissioner of Conservation to being directortaé&Planning, and one of the things that we
were working on in the State Planning office was\hole issue of manufactured housing. At
that time, there were a lot of communities in Main&t had local ordinances against
manufactured housing, in essence as a way of kgépmincome people out. And we'd done
quite a big survey of where these ordinances ekestel what their effects were and found that
they were really making it impossible for low incepiow income and moderate income people
in many communities, to afford a home in those camitres. And so we prepared legislation
that would make it impossible for local municip@g to simply ban manufactured housing. I'm
not talking about motor homes. I'm just talkingpabpre-manufactured housing, you know,
which is about twenty percent cheaper than stick bames, and which in those days weren't
always necessarily the best looking things, buy thiere the only things that really were
available for low income folks.

And, so we prepared legislation and it was assigoede local county government committee,



and | went over to testify in behalf of it, anddnd behold there's this beautiful clerk there, |
mean a staff person. So, we got to know each étineugh that, and just started seeing each
other. And, we've been married fifteen years seag five years later we were married, it wasn't
for five years. But, as my father likes to saye'slihe best thing that ever happened to me. It's
true.

AL:  Well, it must have been quite a family to -
RB: We were both working in Augusta at the timeifitelligible phrase).

AL: And you had, must have, | mean, she has qudéaemdy history. And, did you ever have a
chance to meet her grandmother, Dorothy?

RB: No, no, unfortunately | never did. I'm readlgd about that. Her grandmother died, |
believe, in 1977, so that was four years befordnastmet, so I'm very sorry. She's very sorry we
never met, too, | mean, Martha is, she says thataften, how sad she is that | never had a
chance to meet Dorothy.

AL: | read most of the book that your wife edited aompiled of the letters and it is
wonderful.

RB: That's quite a labor of love. That probablthis principle reason that we weren't married
for five years after we met, because she was wgriimit at the time. And I'm very glad she
did, it was something that she had to do and I'p gtad that she did, and the way that a
publisher liked it enough to publish it.

AL: Now, do you discuss politics around the dirtabte with her?

RB: All the time, all the time. Well, her pareati® very involved politically, very interested,
and they really are very political people. In tieble sense, you know, | mean they just care a
lot, and they know that politics matters a lot, avitb wins matters a lot, and so they, we talk
politics all the time. Yeah, It's fun. And happile generally agree on the majority of things.
So, but they're not only wonderful people, thegireat friends, they really are, great people to
have as friends just because they're so darn gesegiving, you know. They really are great
people.

AL: Let me stop and flip the tape.

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL: We are now on Side B of the interview with DB&rringer. The one thing | haven't
asked you yet is when you were first aware of Mes&and when you first met him?

RB: | certainly | was aware of him as a senatahesixties. | can remember hearing of him
when he was governor, but | was living in Massaeltasso | can remember hearing of him



then. | was very aware of him as a senator irstkiges, and certainly was very, very aware of
him when he ran for president. | was involvedha §ohnsonuhintelligible word) in Boston,

the Johnson campaign in '64, and then the Humpkigskie campaign in '68 in Boston. | didn't
work in the '72 campaign just because | was vesylmiherwise, but I'm sure that had he got the
nomination | would have been involved in that caigpa

And then | came to Maine and Jim Longley appoimedCommissioner of Conservation in '74,
75, when he was elected. And that was the tifhtleeogreat spruce bugworm infestation in the
north woods, which up to that point had been tebhtemassive chemical spraying. And it was,
there hasn't been a natural resource managemeatagghat dimension since that time in the
state. | mean, it was really a very, very difftagkue, politically. The state had been spraying
since the late 1960s, increasing areas, the fegevarnment and the state government were
picking up the whole bill, federal government praiup most of it and state picking up the rest,
so in fact it was a subsidy operation with priviaiedowners, which they didn't want to
acknowledge. They saw this as a matter of theiputibrest. And | was given responsibility
for this Commission of Conservation, and knew whstarted that something different had to be
done but that it was going to take a period of géardo it. One just doesn't walk in the middle
of something that big, around which there's so npailtical energy and mobilization, and
change it overnight. And, I'm trying to think ohw the staff people were at that time. Charlie
Micoleau was one, the deputy of the Departmentimdifice Administration named Jacobs.

AL: Charlie Jacobs?

RB: Charlie Jacobs was on that staff at the tidwed | think it was Charlie Jacobs with whom

| worked most, but Senator Muskie's office wasdbeduit to the federal money, okay? And, so
every year there would be a delegation of people fthe forest products industry who would
take the Commission of Conservation, go down toMvagon and meet with Senator Muskie
about the money. And in 1975 or '6, 1975 that@ded (nintelligible phrase), it was too late to
anything otherwise. Butin 1976, we began to @rghiange things and to put, the only way that |
could see to change things was to put the codt@rdmpanies, a serious amount of the cost on
the companies themselves for this operation, satileg would have some incentive to see it as
other than a political problem. And they reallydharned it over to their lawyers and said,
“Here, you deal with this,” rather than dealingtwit as an economic problem and a
(unintelligible word) problem. They were just spraying everything tpegsibly could, and
somebody else was picking up the bill for them.dAmorder to discipline that, we had to put
the cost onto them, and by putting the cost oreantthey would then hopefully begin to
discipline the amount of acres they would spragingply those acres that they could reasonably
foresee harvesting while they were still alive.cBase once the bugworm is in there, it's going
to kill everything. The only question is when. diyou can't, if you can't get to a tree in the next
ten years, ten or fifteen years, there's no paiprotecting and spraying. But none of that
discipline was being applied.

So, we introduced legislation to begin to changeditogram, and that took several years to get
enacted, so by the end of the 1970s we now hasaiggipline in place. Butin the meantime, |
went down in 1976 by myself, without the delegatidmpeople, to see Senator Muskie to talk to
him about this, and it was the first time | hadrewet him personally. And, this was the year



that Carter was going to be president, and I'vgdtten, no, that's right, he was under a lot of
pressure from environmentalists to stop sendirgyrttoney out to spray, okay to spray the
woods. And, so | went in to see him about thisl what | remember most about the meeting is
how angry he was. | mean, he was really furioesabise he felt himself in a real squeeze
between this environmental pressure that he wamgeand he wasn't particularly sympathetic
to the environmentalists on this score, but astdrae time he wasn't particularly happy about his
being the point person on getting money to sereertterests of the paper companies, whom,
you know, he did not know to be particularly intgesl in anything other than their own narrow
interests. And so the anger kind of came out atyme know, he said, “What the hell are you
doing in here asking for this money?” And | s&Well, | guess I'm here because I'm paid to
ask you for the money to start out with, and | thave an alternative that's going to be in place
very soon, it's going to take us several yearstdlygs, you know, you can deny they money if
you want, it's up to you, and you'll have somethyawy'll please them but you'll make them
angry, and in the meantime we're doing the bestwbacan to change the system so that the
incentives are proper and we'll get them to daigiiet thing,” and eventually they did, but | said,
“It's going to take several years if it's goingatork at all.” And he was just furious, just fureu
with me. | mean just, “What, how, what are yourdphere asking for this goddamn money?
I'm supposed to go down there and beg this comenittethis money so we can go spray all the
trees and save them? They don't need this moriesaid, “I agree they don't need this money.
They really don’t need this money, but, you kndwe tegislature passes the law and directs me
to do this, what the hell am | supposed to do? daudeny the, the money, and I'll just go
down and say, ‘Sorry Senator Muskie says, “No, moari’” So, | mean really, the conversation
went like that, it was, | was pretty astoundedtbyou know, @nintelligible phrase).

AL: But you stayed in the room.

RB: Oh yeah. But he didn't, he got up and walketd ¢le walked nintelligible phrase).

But he ended up going after the money, governmemey And happily, the following year,
there were some very unpleasant incidents down&#sthad, one of the first things we did was
to begin to introduce biological insecticides. Ame were the first jurisdiction in the country to
do this, the U. S. Forest service hadn't even doridut we needed to, we needed to test them in
the first year to see just how effective they'ddnentelligible phrase) chemicals and so on. And
they were applied from helicopters, and dammini¢ @f the helicopters didn't get shot at, down
in Washington County by somebody that didn't wamaging going on. And, so the whole
situation kind of exploded that year, and hapgdyny everlasting thanks, a man named Dick
Morton from Farmington, who was a legislator froarfaington then, ran a Chevrolet dealership
in Farmington.

AL: Morton, right?

RB: Dick Morton, stood up as a Republican and sdidis has got to stop, you know, we'’re
tearing the state apart.” And he got the legistatd appoint a, what we used to call in those
days a joint select committee, of legislators t@ta look at this problem, and he served on it as
chair. And henintelligible word) as a Republican, was able to kind of lead thernedilation

of the policy that was created the following yeard really changed things. For which Muskie
was very grateful, you know, | mean, he and | stha@me correspondence over it a couple



years. But it was thaugintelligible word) was kind of a growing from it, and then Mortonsva
working with leadership, he was very courageousoimg it because his party, and it's really the
Republican issue largely, a combination of Repuainliand kind of affiliation with the companies
and then labor union interest in the mill townsyymow. Of course the companies had scared
the hell out of them, and they'd all show up fa bearings, you know, and make sure we get
this money. So politically it was a very difficidituation, and he was very courageous and
really helped to move the whole situation, and Been very grateful to him ever since.
(Unintelligible phrase), | know his granddaughter and | told her theystalust a wonderful guy.
So that really helped things, move things aloAgd, you know, our paths crossed from time to
time as a result of that.

But then, the biggest interaction | had with hinthose days was that he, agreed in
(unintelligible word) of 1983 the U. S. secretary of education produéeNation at Risk", a big
report on the nation's schools, it said the natischools are going to hell in a handbasket. Well,
he used that to persuade Joe Brennan to appoam@ission on the status of education in
Maine, to take a look at how Maine schools wer@goiAnd that produced the biggest set of
reforms in education policy in the state sincetfiB0s; it was really a terrific effort. And it als
recommended that there be appointed a visiting dttesrto the university system to take a look
at it, and Mr. Muskie agreed to chair that, thanhoattee. And, that was a huge success in some
dimensions, and he was really great. | mean, stergally -

AL:  In what way?

RB: Well, in the way, first of all, that as is alst@lways the case, when he was asked to do
something important he'd say yes, you know. Amd'sot always the case with these people,
you know. | mean, it really is quite, in my lifete he really stands out in that regard, that Itdon'
recall ever a single occasion when he was askdd smmething that everybody recognized as
being important when he said other than yes. Innleea just was always there to do things that
really mattered. And that was one those thingsriely mattered. And, while not all the
recommendations in that report were followed, ®uhiversity's regret, | mean, had the
university system followed all the recommendatidngould be a hell of a lot better off than it is
today. But it's major recommendations, many sfritajor recommendations were followed,; it
did improve the system, and mostly it got a bigysdfimoney for the system which was needed
after the Longley year®).

And it came in really because Mr. Muskie again camesonally to the legislature to demand it.

| mean, he just stood there and he said, in frbtlie@appropriations committee, in front of the
full legislature, and he said, “You have to do thy@u know, the university is generally hurting,
that it has been hurt by the past half dozen y@aessence by the Longley years, Longley didn't
particularly (nintelligible phrase) in terms of the university system, and that threveded to be
this infusion of money that was serve the interethe people of the state, which was always
the bottom line, Mr. Muskie's bottom line. And tlegislature ponied up, which was really
great. | mean, it just was his personal appealrgedly made that happen.

And he came to, we organized hearings all ovesthit®, he came to most of those hearings,
from Washington, and he was at that time out ofipudiffice and he was working for this law



firm, and he came up to most of the meetings aadeththem himself, and worked with the
people who were on the staff for that effort tdias what was to this day | think the best look
at the university system that's ever been takemhlzan followed through to make sure that
things happenedifintelligible phrase). So he did a great job on that.

AL:  And when did you start with the Muskie School?

RB: That's an interesting story. | came here 891%9ard to believe it was that long ago, as
director of the Muskie Institute, which had justheestablished by the university to bring
together the graduate program in public policy #red what was then known as the Human
Resources Development Institute, which is now tealtth Policy Institute, okay, it brought
those two things together. And it was a shotgurriage, it wasn't that they wanted to be
together, they were just kind of pushed togethemiaitratively.

AL: Did they make sense, together?

RB: No, no, not really. They had very differenttates, one was a teaching operation, a little
tiny teaching operation that was really falling gipdt was not being successful. And the
Human Resources Development Institute, which wasrnasuccessful, soft money, research
operation with no teaching at all, none. So it yuss$ off by itself, and there were four or five
such unitg?) in the university here and the president decitieg heeded to be connected to a
academic unit, because the academic units drivieidaanaking in the university. And so she
put that one together with this Public Program, #reddirector of the Public Policy Program had
recently died, the chair of it had left to go walkewhere, they had two unsuccessful searches
for a director and a new faculty member that faikead so it really was kind of keeling over and
enroliments were dropping precipitously, and thesdfanother faculty member. It just wasn't
working.

And, | had been a visiting professor up in Orom® phevious year and was asked to come down
here and see if we could straighten it out. And ofthe first things | did was to take the vacant
faculty position and to recruit Charliegime) into it from the State Planning Office, becauseyt
had nobody here who was competent in teaching ecieso And so | went and saw him and
appealed to him to come and join us, and he didahge down on a term appointment which is a
fixed length appointment.

And that same year, we were invited by the Nati@@miference of State Legislatures to,
because of a personal relationship with the womlam was running it at the time, to bid on a, an
RFP that they had out to create a summer institutstate legislators to go and learn about
policy issues. And so Charlie and | put togethpraposal in response to their RFP, and were
chosen, lo and behold, one of the four finalistgddo Sante Fe, New Mexico to present our
proposal to their board of directors, and the beawsdld make the choice among the schools as
to where this summer institute for legislatorsjoral institute, was going to be. And the other
finalists were Rockefeller Institute at SUNY Albarlge LBJ School at Texas, the Humphrey
School, and Berkeley, yeah, and Berkeley. The HusypSchool is the University of
Minnesota.



And so we made our presentation, Charlie and l,itakitbcked their socks off. And the
president of the National Conference of State Latpss was at the time a woman who was the
president of the Texas senate, and she came ower &dterward and said, “If you fellas don't
win this, there's no justice in the world, that \ast a great presentation.” So Charlie and |
went out to Taos the next day, feeling very goooldlourselves, and got back that night for the
announcement and they said, we're going to giteetlie University of Minnesota, to the
Humphrey School. And we were in shock, and | spgolibe senate president from Texas
afterwards and she said, “Well,” she said, you kritke way this is set up, the legislators who
come to this every summer are going to have tehget legislatures to pay for it, to pay for their
tuition to come up to -,” and | said, “Right.” Arsthe said, “Nobody believed that anybody
would pay to come to someplace called the Gradeaigram in Public Policy and Management
at the University of Southern Maine, when they nhigih off to Rockefeller Institute or the
Johnson School or the Humphrey School.” They gaigt wasn't going to work in some public
relations thing, they wouldn't be able to selbitlie legislatures. And | was really shocked. So
Charlie and | flew home, Charlie and | were flyimgme, really disappointed because it would
have been a big step ahead for us to -

AL: Plus she was telling you that the competitiealy wasn't based on merit.
RB: No, it was based on just having a big name.
AL: Public Relations.

RB: Yeah, a big name. So flying home we said, ithigever going to happen again, we get a
new name. So we thought, well who are the nanmskgow. Well, there's James G. Blaine,

no one remembers James G. Blaine any more. J&maberlain, you know, and then there's
Margaret Chase Smith, and Ed Muskie. Well, it @asy. So we agreed we'd see what we could
do about(?) Muskie, so when we got back, really, the very bggt back here | called Don

Nicoll, who was then in business downtown in Pordlaand went and saw him and tried the idea
on him. And | said, “What do you think?” and héds&4Oh, gee, it sounds wonderful. Except
that Ed's got this place up there in Lewiston nogvat Bates, and that might be a problem.” So
we contacted Senator Muskie and | can remembantgaliith him on the phone about it, and he
said, well, he says, “I really have to think abtiis pretty carefully because, you know, those
people up at Bates have done a wonderful job withetrchives, and | know they've got some
plans for fundraising, and | don't want anythingtmpromise that, | mean just, you know,
they've been a goodwill, | don't want to hurt ther8o he said, “Why don't we, why don't you
write this down and we'll send it on up to them armdl see how they feel. And if they feel at

all that this is gonna hurt them, then you can'agead.” And | agreed, | said, that's, | said, “I
wouldn't want to compromise something like thaatthperfectly fair.” But lo and behold, | was
really surprised that they wrote back and said|,wed see this as a nice opportunity for us, that
maybe, you know, it's something we could work tbgetwvith, which we did over the first

several years.

AL:  Who was the person you were in contact witBaies?

RB: Well, there was Jim Carignan, and, was HedleyrRIds still the president at that time? |



think he was.
AL: He may have been.

RB: 1think he was. He and | had become, see,dscahair, he had been chair of the
Commission on the Status of Education back in 1984, so he and | were quite good friends,
and he also was, of all things, he'd been very dgoedds with Stan and Mad. Because
Madeleine had been on their board, they're bote8Bgtaduates, and Madeleine had been on
their board of trustees for years. And so, yowkribat's one of the nice things about Maine, |
mean, you know, everybody's related to everybosg,slou know. And so they responded very
quickly and very positively, which surprised mecéese most, you know, most universities and
colleges are pretty grasping about things, you know

AL: Territorial.

RB: They're very territorial, exactly. And theysponded very graciously, and said, no, this
sounds great and why not, because, you know, wi& thaybe this could be serendipity, you
know, we both could benefit from it. So they wrbteck and said fine, and so then | went to our
president, who was not yet Rich Pattenaude, itstii$’resident LaPlant whauintelligible
phrase), wonderful person. And she really liked the iddat and, she said, but the board of
trustees has got to approve it, university systday. So | had to write a big five year plan, for
the whole thing and so on, and sent it to someor&® board of trustees.

Well, by this time Bob Woodbury is now the chanoelland there is this constant kind of, this is
a true story, there's this constant kind of frictamd tension between Orono and USM, you
know, that Orono is resentful of USM because tlmayktthat USM takes money away from
them that they should have, and it's a zero sunedammtelligible phrase), we get this big

share and therefore they don't get it. And whemad a visiting professor at Orono, Professor
Jim Wilson and some other colleagues and | hadogether a, been asked by the president up
there at that time, Dale Lick, to take a look atiwve could do about starting some kind of a
policy research effort at Orono, and we had recontted creating one and we told how it
should be done and what it might look like. Andythwere in the process of kind of putting that
together, okay? Now, at the same time that weve proposing the Muskie School, Muskie
Institute. So lo and behold, the chancellor'sceffyets this proposal to create the Muskie
School, and in order to make Orono happy and noesentful of our getting this thing called
the Muskie Institute, they created the MargaretgeHamith Institute at Orono. So that's how, |
mean, the two of them were in the same motion erbtard of trustees agenda, that there will
be created now the Margaret Chase Smith Centbediniversity of Maine in Orono, and the
Muskie Institute at the University of Southern Majim exactly the same motion so that Orono
would not feel that we'd gotten something and they hadn't gotten their fair share, or
something. So that's the territoriality, the gragmature of these institutions. So, and Mr.
Muskie as | think very pleased, we had a wonderfaligural event, it was really very, very
nice.

AL: And what year was that?



RB: That was '91, November of '91. There are spicteres of that over in Room 506 in a log
of the event. | gave a very nice speech, he gavenalerful speech, President LaPlant gave a
great speech, and it was very well attended, viesy tarnout by members of the community
here and so on. And he was very loyal, | mearebby;, you know, he showed up for all the
meetings that we asked him to come to and, you kneally seemed to like what was
happening.

AL: Now, over, that was '91, and he passed aw®&ginDuring those four or five years, did
he keep in touch with the Muskie School in any wdiglhe have an active connection to it?

RB: He was very responsive. | don't recall hisrtgkmany initiatives, but he was really very
responsive to anything that we asked him to do,jendame to, we had, we used to have two
board meetings a year and he'd come to all of flesgkwould spend time here with the students
and with the staff. | think he enjoyed it very rhubut what | remember most is just how
responsive he is. | mean, you know, it was vesyéa be in touch with him, he would get back
right away if you'd ask him to do something likepyknow, come up for a special event and he
did it. We gave him an honorary degree in '94 [a¢tde university, which was really very well
received, you know, the audience love(?)tand it was a very nice event. My biggest
disappointment is that we weren't able to raisanibaey to create the edifice, you know, in his
lifetime. But, you know, we were just coming otitloe recession of the early nineties and the
economy hadn't quite taken off the way it did sgjosatly. And, so the dream didn't materialize
as quickly as we'd hoped.

AL: What is it that the Muskie School does or giteethe community and the state of Maine
through education of its students that continuedebacy of Senator Muskie? Is there that
sense within the school, or is it in honor to him?

RB: That's a good question. | haven't been adueddn the overall management of the
school in the last several years as | had prewossl I'm not sure that my perspective on that is
the best. But I've always felt that there wasra deed for a continuing source of well-educated
and trained people to, to think creatively and tmage well the people's business here in the
state. And there hadn't been that before the MuSkhool came along. Orono had traditionally
done a good job of training town managers, buad hever really produced people who could
think about the larger issues and questions cotifigthe state as a whole, and to make
information available that would allow people tohelp people to make decisions about
difficult issues, and to provide a continuing stneaf people who are, who understand the
distinction between the public sector and the peisector and who have got the skills and the
understanding to do the people's business welll 1Arally think that we're doing that. | mean
I, | feel wonderful about the teaching | do hem about the students that | encountered. |
really do love teaching. If | weren't teachingyduldn't be here, | mean | really feel that, you
know, that's really the reward, the payoff here.

And they come from such diverse backgrounds, aey éine now beginning to permeate the
fabric of public and non-profit, and to some extenvate, enterprise in the state, you know.
And, so that there's kind of a growing network ebple who have associated themselves with
Mr. Muskie's name and who are very proud of thad, who | think are doing, by and large, the



best work that's being done here in the state. IAhohk that's only going to grow.

| think that it needs to grow in ways that are @toly different, in some sense, from what Mr.
Muskie would recognize in that the problems haveob®e so complicated that simply looking to
the public sector for all the answers is no longable, feasible. You know, that they've become
so complicated that in almost every important afgaolicy-making, there's a role now for the
public sector, the non-profit sector and the pevadctor, and if they aren't all playing thosesole
we're not going to respond to those problems. &&gust not enough public dollars around to
do it. And so the problems have become more complad as a result | think the kinds of
solutions that we're searching for are fundamentifferent from the ones that people turned to
in the sixties and seventies. But that's bourtthfgpen, you know, and | like to think that we

are, at least here in Maine, the place where ttlosgs are best going on, you know, where most
of that work is being done and people now lookgdaicomment with some authority on events
and prospects and possibilities. So | think thatisink all of that's a tribute to him, and |
certainly hope his family feels that way, and tih&as the growing reputation and stature that
there continues to be a commitment to public serthat's represented in the name of the school.
I mean, | really, we had some opposition amongesorambers of the Board of Visitors to the
name being, when we named it the School of Puldivi€e, there were some people who didn't
like that idea.

AL: From the Muskie Institute?

RB: Yeah, when it came from the Muskie Institutehe school, but | think that that name
really -

AL: Tells you more about what it does.

RB: Yes, yeah, it really, it reflects why we whe d&rere do what we do, because we believe
that, and | think he'd like that.

AL: | have one more question.

RB: Sure.

AL:  Or maybe two.

RB: Okay.

AL: | just asked you about your ties, well prioytur Democratic primary race for governor

in 1994, had you ever sought elected office? Yeuevappointed by different governors to serve
as commissioners and such, but was this yourrfirsfor elected office?

RB: That's right, yes.

AL:  What did you like and dislike about it? | meamat things stand out in your mind as
most memorable?



RB: Well, there were two things | disliked, one wasuary and February, when nobody's
paying attention and it's really hard work, and -

AL: And it's cold.

RB: And it's cold, and, oh God, that was reallydhgou know, and people just kind of get a
little down, you know, and so you got to bully eyendy, you know, and just keep it going. It's
really quite hard. The other part was beggingrioney, really begging for money. From
friends, from strangers, from anybody you encowtteyou know, that is, that takes a special
kind of person | guess to do that a lot. That wery hard.

Otherwise, if you have the physical stamina totlgegugh all that, the best part honestly, this
may sound trite, but Maine people are so incrediblmean, it just, | can't believe this is true
everywhere else, but you know, to drive to Arooktoounty and show up for a party at nine
o'clock in the morning on a Sunday, and you wallnd there's this fabulous spread of food laid
out, you know, forty or fifty people, this happenad-ort Fairfield, and | went over to my host,
whom I'd never met before, a woman, and said, “Mgdness, what time did you get up to do
all this?” And she said, “Well, | never went todde | mean, she just stayed up all night and
cooked, you know, so that at nine o'clock on a 8yndorning, when people came over to her
house, there'd be this incredible spread of food, know.

And I, just time and again you'd walk into situasdike that where people would, just because
you're running for office, and a high office, thepk it as a real compliment to them that you'd
come to their home, and they put out their bestaitheir best silver, their best food, you know,
and really make quite an extraordinary event ofihd it happened so many times, | mean, it
just, you can't help but be moved by it, | mean jusv giving people are to somebody who is in
earnest trying to change things, | mean, to maikegshbetter for them and for their neighbors,
you know, for everybody. Quite remarkable.

| just, I'll never forget, I'm just marching in thiethink it was the Memorial Day parade in
Camden, | was over there with a contingent of suep®, you know, and people were so kind. |
mean, you know, they took it very seriously. Analds not a major candidate, and | was
running, you know, pretty much as an underdog anduasider. | finished third in a field of

five, and people were very, very kind. | meanytlwed the fact that | was there, and
(unintelligible phrase) win Camden. Yeah, | won Camden. Didn't winan tany places, |

won in Camden. And the greeting was so warm andtgpeous and kind, you know, and then
they had, there was a rally afterward and all tredadates spoke, and people really listened. Of
course, by that time people were listening. See|dst few weeks, that's the best time. | mean,
because people, well, as we learned in the, insitetdal back there in, when was it that John
Martin, you know, that voting scandal in Augusta.

AL: Oh, that was, shoot, | don't know the exact yeat it was oh, late eighties, wasn't it?

RB: Late eighties, '88, '89. People in Maine setake voting seriously. | mean, it really
means a lot to Maine people. And you really leaat when you run for office here, that this is



not to be taken lightly. And, you really get tsesnse that the ballot and everything that's behind
it, these concepts of freedom and the union, yawknhat really means a lot to Maine people.
And that's really quite inspiring. | loved it, lean | really loved, | loved running for office, |
really had a great time doing it. Except for tlaenth money, and that was so hard, oh, God, it
was constant. But otherwise, it's really, it'amqg it does give you a very, very different
perspective on things from book learning. | mgast, to go and sit in people’s kitchens and to
see how they live their lives and what they tellyand how earnest they are about their beliefs
and that they want those beliefs to be honoredw,Nloemember asking a woman one time,
“What do you really want?” And she said, “I jusamt a voice, you know.” She said it very
powerfully, that she expected that her electectiaf will give voice to her beliefs. Not
necessarily the way she woy® but just, she needed to have a voice. And | thak point's
very deep in Maine people. It may be, you knowe Been asked several times if | regretted
having done that, and | never have, it's nevermweduo me. You know, I just, | really had such
a good time doing it. No, good time's not the rigbrd, | learned so much from it, | really just
learned a great deal. It changed my life.

AL: Well I was going to ask you, you wrote your k&hanges in 1990ish, before, about
1990, and then you ran in '94. So my questiopas,wrote this book on recent Maine politics,
and then you ran for governor in the primary, améindid you learn from your experience
campaigning that you would have changed in youkBo®r, do you know what I'm saying?
Was there something that you learned campaigningdeernor that gave you a different
perspective if you had written that book later drffaven't worded that very well.

RB: No, I think | know what you're driving at. Hibk what | learned is that, and this is
something that | think Mr. Muskie agonized overthat he really believed that elections exist
for the primary purpose of educating people intatthey need to know about the issues that
are coming before them, which is a classic kind déffersonian view of elections. And he
watched, in his later years, elections become datathby mechanics and polls and money and
attack ads and so on, which was just the antitledsising elections to educate people. And
what | discovered was that there are a lot of cypiat there now, about the electoral system, but
you really can't, | mean, in this system you ctke people anywhere until they're ready to go
there. And part of getting them ready to go themducation, | mean you just have to educate
them into being ready to go where you want to thken. Just because you've got some ideas
about where the world would be a better off plaoey still have got to somehow or other
recognize, as FDR once said, that you can onlysgaraas the people will let you go, and until
they're ready to let you go somewhere you cand takm anywhere. You really have to bring
them along with you. And that becomes very, vefigent when you run for office, you know,
that unless the foundation has been laid, unlesglpare paying attention, unless you're
persuading them, you know, unless you're explaimihgre you're going and you really are
persuading, you can't take them anywhere. You kmow, we haven't resolved that issue
because elections still are run by mechanics, ymwk and attack ads and money, and so it's a
real dilemma for democracy. And | don't, you knbwpn't think the media’'s doing as good a
job now as they did thirty, forty years ago, and #unk that's part of our problem these days. |
think it's a problem that Mr. Muskie recognizedtthve still haven't resolved, really.

AL: I'm about to run out of tape, and | think yauiun out of time, so I'm going to say thank



you very much.
RB: Oh, it's my pleasure, Andrea, thank you vergimu

End of Interview
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