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Biographical Note

Frederick Durrie “Rick” Barton was born in Buenosées, Argentina on September 5, 1949 to
Robert Barton and Nancy Hemenway (Whitten) BartAfter four years the family moved to
Spain and later to New York City. Rick went to palelementary schools, then attended
Deerfield Academy and Harvard University. Ten geater college, while working in Boston,
he received a MBA from Boston University. He reteneceived an honorary degree from
Wheaton College. He worked on Bill Hathaway’s 1@ampaign then worked in his office until
1975. In 1976 he ran for congress and won theggiralection but lost the general election
against the incumbent David Emery. He then worfke®&ecretary Joseph Califano in the New
England region as director of public affairs. B82 he was the finance chairman for Joe
Brennan’s general election. He later was diregtdhe Office of Transition Initiatives in the
U.S. State Department. Starting in 1999, he woektdtie United Nations as Deputy High
Commissioner for refugees for two years. For a eahad a special professorship at
Princeton’s Woodrow Wilson School. He later becalmector of the post-conflict
reconstruction project at the Center for Strategid International Studies.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: early life antieation; early interests; campaigning for Bill



Hathaway in 1972; working in the office of Bill Hatway; running for congress in 1976; various
jobs from 1976 to present; working on the 1972 caigp campaigning with Muskie; Muskie’s
personality; other Maine politicians; and the am¢edbout golfing with Muskie.
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: It is Wednesday the 12th day of November, 200& are in Washington, D.C. at
the offices of CSIS; Don Nicoll is interviewing Ri®8arton. Rick, would you state your full
name, give us your date and place of birth, anchémees of your parents?

Rick Barton: Sure, it's Frederick Durrie Barton, | was boruenos Aries, Argentina on
September 5th, 1949. My dad is Robert Barton,rapanother is Nancy [Hemenway] (Whitten)
Barton.

DN: And would you spell both the Frederick and yoiddle name, please?

RB: Sure, Frederick is F-R-E-D-E-R-1-C-K, and Daris D-U-R-R-I-E, and most people call
me Rick.



DN: And you were born in Buenos Aires. What wasnfamily doing there?

RB: My dad had gotten out of the Marines aftenilae and had entered the Foreign Service
and was working as a, essentially a public inforomadfficer for the U.S. State Department.
This was his second posting in Rosario, Argentama, my mother just found a little hospital in
Buenos Aries that seemed to be the place to gitie. bi

DN: And how long did your family live in Buenos As?

RB: We lived there about four years. We then wer8pain, and went from Spain to, then my
dad got out [of the Foreign Service] for a few weand went to, worked at Columbia University
at the Institute for International Education in N¥ark. So wherever we were in the world, my
dad had gone to Bowdoin and my mother was borrotfbay Harbor, so even though we were
all over the place, Maine sort of was our anchor.

DN: And did your family go there on vacations?

RB: Yeah, it was really, you get a home leave ewghgr year, and then you would get | think
the entire summer, but as you know the memori¢isaifstage of your life are fairly brief. So
we would summer there mostly and, but | think weasis thought of it as kind of a, a little bit of
a spiritual home because we were in so many diffepaces.

DN: Did you have brothers or sisters?

RB: Yeah, I'm the youngest of three boys. We'euabour years apart in total, so two years
of each of us, and a pretty close family. We'ileat in good health, although my mother has
Alzheimer's now.

DN: And during your growing up, where did you getiy schooling?

RB: We went to local schools wherever we lived| started by studying in Spanish in Spain,
and then lived in Bronxville, New York and wentgoblic schools there. And then when my
father went back into the government service inRbeninican Republic | went to a, in tenth
grade to a school called Deerfield Academy in waeshk#assachusetts. | went to Harvard
College from there, and then went back to gradsetteol ten years later, really at night school
when | was working in Boston, | got an MBA at Bastdniversity. And then actually two years
ago | got an honorary degree at Wheaton Collegdalagyreat extent because my mother had
gone there.

DN: A family tie.
RB: Yeah, and | think, | had worked at the U.N. #mely wanted to have some international

element to their graduation, but | think my mothethe fact that it was it her sixtieth class
reunion that year was probably instrumental as.well



DN: Now, was your interest in international affatesnulated by your childhood, or by family
interests?

RB: Yeah, | think it sort of in a way was kind of/retreet corner. You know, you always
have some greater comfort in those places thavgduiown all your life, and so it feels very
comfortable to me and a bit like, a bit of, it'stsaf second nature.

DN: Now, for a while you settled in Maine. Whabbght you there, other than the family
ties?

RB: Well, you know, | was very interested in paiitibut had never really done anything with
it in college, it was a, when | was in college @sna turbulent time, much going on. The
Vietnam War was causing a lot of, many protest mascwe, seizing of buildings at various
universities, including Harvard. But | still wagtérested in politics and had always followed it,
probably to some extent because my dad wouldrét igig the sports section until | had finished
the front page.

And then | ran into a friend of mine who had beegnlittle league coach named [Oliver] Ollie
Quayle who was a pollster, a fairly well known oagl pollster, had been a partner of Lou
Harris. And he said, “Oh, I'll get you a job withe of the campaigns, helping out.” So he, | sat
in his office and got one of those great life lesswhere he picked up the phone and he called a
couple congressmen. And he said, “I've got a youag here that | stake my personal
reputation on the job he'll do for you, and | wgot to give him a job.” It's actually something
I've tried to follow up on a little bit because as/so impressed by it, by that intervention.

And one of the people he called was Bill Hathawhlg said, “I'm going to call places that you
know, and you know Maine. And this is a guy | hedike a lot and he's in a really interesting

race with Margaret Chase Smith.” Then | got updhand within a couple of weeks they had

asked me to pretty much run the northern part@fsthate, and it kept growing. As you know,

campaigns are always, there's always much more tbah anybody could get done.

DN: So this was the 1972 campaign.

RB: Nineteen seventy-two campaign. So pretty naudlof college, and I, so | got up there
and, just before the primary, and, which was iryelune, and worked right through the general
election. And then Bill Hathaway asked me to opismew offices in southern Maine, so | was
a field rep in the state which I think turned cube a real blessing, as opposed to sort of going
the Washington route because | just, | loved thépelitics of these exercises. And | had office
hours all over the state and got to work alongsideoth John Delahanty and Larry Benoit who
were sort of my young counterparts in Peter Kyoffgte and Ed Muskie's office.

DN: What did you do in the field office?
RB: Well, basically it was a lot of casework, ahd senator's schedule when he came back.

We also opened new offices in Biddeford and, buthat | tried to do very aggressively was
hold office hours all over the, sort of the southeestern part of the state. So | was constantly



on the, going out maybe two or three days a wedksdting in offices. And most of the cases
that came in were Social Security and veteransscase

But every so often you'd get something really gqditterent, like an entire town had its oil prices
doubled in 1974, and so they all showed up in tnane Falls one day. | was surprised, |
thought | had a hundred and fifty people who hasksaand normally there'd be one to five a
day, and when | walked in there were a hundredfifiyd And so | said, “Well, I'm happy to
meet with you, shall we just start one at a timé®id the crowd chanted, thinking that | was
trying to split them up and break their solidarand it was just a, | didn't realize that their oil
dealer had sent them to see the senator's repa@serio set things right. Which I'm afraid |
wasn't able to do, or | don't think the senator eittzer.

DN: Was that the entire crowd?

RB: That was, there was about a hundred and féopfe. And | remember one woman, one
very distinguished woman standing up at a critmament in the discussion, and it was all a
very new experience to me, and she said, “Whateeel might now is Margaret Chase Smith.”
And she was expecting there would be kind of aneayse line but the crowd didn't seem to
react.

DN: And how long did you stay with Senator Hatha®ay

RB: Just until the beginning of 1975, and | sorgjof the delusion in my own mind that |
should, that | could be a congressman myself. Aod,ended up, the great advantage of the
year was that | started early, | got to start ahedaadl my opponents. And even though | was a
thoroughly improbable candidate, | was able to tadl | had enough time to find the people
who were not committed to any of the other six edaigs, and for a while there was a seventh
candidate, a seventh opponent. But it was reatipably that early start that Bill Hathaway
suggested was a good idea since he didn't realy mva running from his staff. But it did make
for a financially difficult time really; basicallgeing almost a full-time candidate for two years is
not a very lucrative way to stay in business.

DN: And how did that race turn out?

RB: Well, it turned out good. First of all it wasspectacular growth experience and learning
experience, and really quite a lot of fun. We nggathto win the primary, the seven way

primary, by a modest amount. | don't think I,ihthit was less than thirty percent, so a pretty
well split field. But then we really ran out ofgjagainst the incumbent, Dave Emery, and had a,
| think the electorate made a pretty straightfodhvenoice. David had just, just was completing
his first term. And | think they felt, well, lettgve him a chance to do the job, because his first
term had been clouded a bit by the recount thatrAatros had asked for that had gone on for
several months, so there was a feeling he hadjpistn there.

And then | think they looked at me and they saidllvihe's a promising young guy. Translation:
another day. But it was pretty, it was competitivgot | think around forty-three percent of the
vote which, in those days the incumbents were dpretty well, but just essentially ran out of



gas, didn't have enough money, probably didn't leeneigh energy. And we did an awful lot of
entrepreneurial things but they were, they all tadkll on the candidate, on his family, and that
core of supporters who were really working all tinee.

DN: And so that was '76, and after that what did glecide to do?

RB: Well, obviously a period of under employmehtlidn't have alternate plans, but | ended
up having a radio show for a while. Then | workeent, with good, just great good fortune |
got a chance to work for Secretary Joseph Califialoe New England region as a director for
public affairs, which started out as Health, Ediocatind Welfare and then became Health and
Human Services. And | stayed on with Secretaryi®atRoberts Harris, and that was a great
chance to sort of just catch my breath.

DN: In the same role?

RB: Inthe same role, yeah. And | got a littleddita bit of national exposure with them just
because he occasionally needed somebody to travehim in other parts of the country, so.
And he'd gotten to know me because he had a houedCape and so I'd see him every so
often. And that was great, | got my, managed targeMBA during that time and so it really
was a good period to just kind of get a little mgreunded. And after that | went back to Maine
and, | commuted that whole time from Maine whicheally sort of insane, but nevertheless, it
worked out okay. And then | got back to Maine futte really in 1982 probably, and then went
to work in Joe Brennan's, | was Joe Brennan's éi@amairman or director really. | raised the
money for his general election, reelection.

DN: That was what year?

RB: In'82, and then started the, then started wmiyldgtle business which has done quite well.
It still has my name; I'm not part of it any lomgleut Barton and Gingold in Portland, and we
did a lot of public policy, strategic planning, rkating, organizational development work.
Really got to know the state in a very differentveser the next twelve years when | ran that
business, and it was fun. It was a valuable egpesd for a lot of this international work,
because unless you work for the paper industryambk] you tend to have to work for a lot of
different people at the same time, so hospitalmals, family businesses, banks, the supreme
court, the Turnpike Authority and statewide refel@n Just a very wide set of opportunities, so
quite stimulating.

DN: And you came back to Washington?

RB: So then we came to Washington. I'd neverydakd in Washington, and in 1994 | was
very lucky to, and it was partially through a coatmen, in a way an Ed Muskie connection.
Brian Atwood, who had been his, a secretary of Neiskbasically assistant secretary for
legislative affairs when he was secretary of states now the senior person in the State
Department. And then he became the administrdtdSé&\ID which Frank Coffin had been
deputy administrator of way, way, way back. Andwe were talking one day and he said,
“You know, I've had this idea, the bureaucracy& ghewing it up, and | need to get somebody



who's sort of an unconventional force to maybe tdiage of this office of transition
initiatives,” and has a great Washington story. s, “It's going to be a thirty million dollar
office with ten people, and what would you thinloabit?” | said, “It seems to me like just the
kind of thing that I like to do. I love startingibhgs and sort of shaping the idea.” He said,
“Well, go talk to my deputy.”

And | went down the hall and the first questiondeputy, Carol Lancaster, asked was, “So, why
are you the right person to run a twenty milliotl@iooffice with four people?” And so | said to
her, “Well, you know, | don't know much about Wasjton but I've just, I've taken forty-five
steps down the hall and I've lost ten million dland six people. | don't think I'm the right
guy.” And she said, “Did he say thirty million?told him it was going to be twenty and four.”
And so that became, that was the center of thevietg. But it turned out to be a grand
experience, because we were able to work in adletlteuntries that were transitioning out of
conflicts.

DN: And what was your title there?

RB: | was the director of the Office of Transitibntiatives, and it was just a great new
political development tool that the U.S. governmaexneloped in the last ten years. And it's
actually been kind of a showpiece in Iraq and opit@ces now, because there's so little flexible
funding that isn't tied to a region or isn't tiedat specific program. And this was really more
strategic, that we could go in and really lookiet bpen wounds in the society and say what is
the priority of priorities, as opposed to ‘I haveealth program’, ‘I've got AIDS money’, or
whatever it happens to be.

So I've really carried that over into this job asllwand actually to the work at the U.N. that, you
know, let's not get too hung up on mandates,detswhat the people really need. And in a way
it goes back to sort of those early office houet ou'd have as kind of a traveling
representative of a member of Congress, with julat of listening to people and assuming
that they've got probably a better idea than wbatlyave in your briefcase.

DN: When did you go to the U.N.?

RB: | wentthere in 1999 as a deputy high commissidor refugees for two years. And while
it was too brief and not completely fulfilling,was still a pretty outsize experience.

DN: Who was the commissioner at that time?

RB: | started, the high commissioner who broughimeas Sadako Ogata who was the, was
nearing the end of her ten year term and had lesdly iquite a visionary force. And then | was
a bridge deputy to the new high commissioner, Ruulibers had been prime minister of
Holland, for The Netherlands for twelve years, afillabout 1994, | think. Two very strong,
independent, highly competitive high commissioners.

DN: And after that you came to Washington.



RB: Yeah, | had a year where | was, | had a spectdessorship at Princeton's Woodrow
Wilson School, a Frederick Schultz Professorshipctvwas a great pleasure. And | continue to
teach there, but now I'm just a visiting lectureglly, one course a year. And then | started here
at CSIS as the director of the post conflict retmasion project.

DN: What is the full title for CSIS?

RB: It's the Center for Strategic and Internatiddtaidies. It's a centrist, independent think
tank that has a real mix of personalities so itstdeaeally have a, it doesn't have an ideological
definition. | started here in September of 2002.

DN: I'd like to take you back to 1972, now thatweesurveyed your career since then. You
came in to Bill Hathaway's office and the camparigearly summer, late spring, early summer
of '72. That was a presidential year, Ed Muskiehan had pretty much withdrawn from the
presidential race. Had you met him before thatpagn?

RB: | don't remember having met him before. | méaaceived, the early impressions were
of the speech from Kennebunk. Well, | thought1Bé8 campaign, my mother really liked, was
a big fan of his, and my mother was not particyladrty oriented, | mean, she always liked
Nelson Rockefeller and then she liked Ed Muskie.slge kind of liked the centrist, | think
rather progressive people at that stage of her Mied so | think that that was probably the early
impressions.

The '68 campaign, obviously calling people up angbdium to, when there were hecklers, the
way he dealt with that made an impression. | wailege at that point. And just sort of the
steadiness of it, and then the speech in 197Cimik-term elections. And | even was, | even
thought some of the things he said around the ddgsrimary, which was near the end of his
run, were, | kind of liked, | liked the directnessthem, but they didn't seem to work for him.

It's interesting that | ran into the man who gaweprofessorship at Princeton, Fred Schultz, who
had been speaker of the house in Florida anddidntt realize that. But | called him and had
lunch with him down in Jacksonville, Florida a cteigears ago, because my brother lives there.
And he had been, he told a story about Ed Muskmaiieg to see him early, early, early on, and
his telling Muskie that you just can't, in thesg biates you just cannot run the same kind of
campaign that you would run in a small state. Yeally have to go much less person to person
and much more on a broader scale, or you'll wearsgdf out. I'm not sure how he got to that
story, but it seemed, it seemed actually by the tinat Senator Muskie got to Florida he did

look like he was a bit worn down, as opposed tal kify you got to keep the product fresh in
these campaigns; it's hard to do.

DN: So you had not met him. Did he campaign foir Bathaway in '72?

RB: He certainly did. He was not a centerpieciyeaf the campaign. | think Bill Hathaway
had decided that endorsements from other peopl&iaddf really, that part of campaigning
didn't really have much value and that he reallgdes to make the case, keep things rather
straightforward with Mrs. Smith. And so while teerere clearly party events where Senator



Muskie was featured, it was not, it was really Biithaway's campaign, the way he wanted to
run it, and highly individualistic, very much persto person, and extremely positive regarding
Mrs. Smith. | mean, he didn't, he basically, weenal directed to never say anything about her
and if we did it was always Senator Smith or Mmsit8, and that it was essentially a campaign
of an attractive alternative, and it worked. Swais a very positive first experience. | didn# se
a lot of Senator Muskie on it, though.

DN: What was your impression of Maine politicstedtttime? The nature of that campaign,
for example, beyond Hathaway's?

RB: It was a wonderful experience because youyreial expect to meet the people, and the
people were engaged and they were interested aratally very positive. The political leaders
were seen as a positive force. I'd say in justiboery sense, it had, certainly the modern
campaign era had not arrived in Maine in 1972, rotiven we had television commercials and
some of those, some computerization, but it wasthettenor of the campaign was extremely
positive and upbeat.

And as we went, | did an awful lot of door-to-dawork around the, essentially the second
district, the northern part of the state, and peoeally liked having somebody come to their
door and talk to them about politics. Oftentimesytd invite you in or offer you a cider or
something like that, so it was a very positive esinent. And we didn't have a clue whether
we were going to win or not; it was just a veryoymble experience.

DN: Did you have encounters at all with SenatortBm her campaign organization?

RB: | went to see her once with my grandmother. didere from Boothbay Harbor over to |
think the Pownalborough courthouse where thereswase kind of historic celebration. My
grandmother was quite the Republican and was,Hautvas also my grandmother, so she was a
little bit surprised with Mrs., Senator Smith's itgrand other things. 1 think that's where she
was, that's where she managed to make the leagviogha Hathaway sticker on her car.

DN: Well, after the '72 campaign you worked for &en Hathaway as his field office director,
and you were working as you said before with bbthKyros congressional office and the
Muskie senatorial office. What was the naturehefworking relationship between the three
offices?

RB: It was really very good, because again it cdowen to the personalities that were there.
And John Delahanty, | think his office, | think $¢or Muskie's office opened right after ours,
maybe a few months after ours did and, in Portlanthe post office there. And he's just a very
gregarious and good person, and so he was very &agyre was no sense of competition.
Occasionally we'd get some noises from Washindtahthere was, that that wasn't always the
feeling in Washington, but | never had any sengdatfin Maine, it was always very relaxed.
And then John had a very serious car accident wiesdmost got killed, with a drunken driver
running into him one day when he was out at onéesge late town meetings, and so that was
obviously a huge concern. And Larry Benoit was also a good colleague, and Jerry Plante
was also in Peter Kyros' office. But Peter Kyraded up being defeated pretty soon thereafter



so we didn't see, so that changed, and then Laent t® work for Ed Muskie.

DN: In'76 when you ran for Congress, Ed Muskie u@sor reelection, so you must have
done some campaigning with him?

RB: We did a lot of campaigning together, and shatbbably where the strongest memories
are. | think probably an adjustment that | nevade) and he was such an icon and | was young,
that | never quite, even when | won the primargver quite made the adjustment that people
expected me to be certainly not Ed Muskie, buttle Ibit more of a fully developed candidate.
And I, as | recall in our joint appearances | galigrtried to get up and down as fast as possible
so that Ed Muskie could, would have the, would hi#aeefloor. And as you know, he was, |
think he was really probably one of the last politns that | can think of who had real oratorical
skills, and generally crafted a speech as oppaseshtarks. And | think that combination
probably, both sort of the iconic nature and hetanical skills probably got me back into my
seat faster than, as | look back on it, than heldvbave advised. Not that he ever suggested, |
don't remember his giving me any advice.

DN: He never gave you advice during the campaign?

RB: | don't remember, and it may have been thay not have looked like | was solicitous of
it. You never know. But no, I just, | never rddak telling me anything. And generally | would
be, I would ask people what they would think ofhtfs and | must have at some point, but | can't
tell you that he ever gave me any advice. He Wwaaya very supportive and friendly, and Jane
was great to Kit, which was helpful because that,wa had just been married the year before
and that's quite a way to spend your first yeanafriage. And Jane was really, they'd go out
and have a cigarette together when the bean suppessatever dragged on a bit too long, or the
speeches got over the top flattering, too much thgle. So they, and those are clearly
wonderful memories.

DN: What, did you have opportunities to talk witn&tor Muskie during that campaign?

RB: It was more a, occasionally we would drive atogether, we would go to events.
Oftentimes we would end up, most often we'd endtugvents together, and so we'd see each
other several times a week; not necessarily evayy liecause his campaign was very well
crafted, how many days should he spend in eachtgoltine was more frenetic, | was trying to
be everywhere all the time. And so he really digéha, it was really a well managed effort, and
mine was really more entrepreneurial, just tryingniake a mark. But we would end up at the
same events many times. Clearly his bean supipatswas a very, | thought a really smart idea
that they had in the 1976 campaign, kind of bridgime gap between his being a famous man
and being somebody from Maine. And it was a gbedne and it worked well, and there were
crowds there so we'd always go where there wemgdso But those were his events primarily.

Then, you know, we'd end up at candidates nightgedls | remember one in particular in
Harpswell where the local committee had attractpcesty good crowd in the general election,
maybe a hundred people in one of these communigtingespaces. And we were all told,
candidates from sheriff on up basically, and weenadl told that we could speak for five



minutes. What was interesting was that the clak $topped on the wall, that the speakers
were, we were on a stage, we were looking at &dad it said seven minutes of nine. It
happened that Ed Muskie was the last and the shipeaker of the evening, and it was about
seven minutes of nine when he started his speldethad a standard speech during that
campaign that described freedoms, “There are realfm@s in Chile,” and then he'd clap his
hands. And, “There are no freedoms in Czechoslayaslap his hands. And it's actually a
theme that I've become much more fond of in these/ears that I've worked in all of these
countries, an idea of sort of basic freedom conoépty own.

But he went on for quite a while, as I'm sure aheave reported. And when he finished he
looked at the clock and he said, “Well, | can $e# t still have some time.” And of course he
had probably spoken for forty-five minutes but ndppdad had the temerity to interrupt him,
whereas the rest of us were, we were gonged mutarea the program. But they were well
crafted messages, and he loved that opportunitgriamunicate. And I think he saw it as a
central piece of leadership, that you had to bdllius communicator and it was your
responsibility to deliver the message.

We had a special fund raiser after the 1976 campdidpad a little debt, Leighton Cooney who
had run in the second district had a little debt] basically | put together an event which was an
Ed Muskie salute, because at that point neitheghten or myself had any real fund raising
power. And we got Adlai Stevenson Il there ashbaored guest. But when it got to be
Senator Muskie's chance to speak he, the crowdwss at these Democrat events, the first four
or five rows are listening to you, and then theee@eople having drinks at the back who are
talking it up and catching up. And so once aghegenator clapped his hands, very much like a
school master, and he said to the people in thie datthe room, “Are you here to listen to me?”
And he quieted the whole room down, and then h& we with his speech. So, there was that
sort of a lot of elements around. And of coursséhold timers, the Joe Angelones and others
who had been around, would always be teasing houtahe length of his speeches and ‘how
long was this one going to go on?’, but | thinkiwat pretty high degree of affection as well.

DN: After that campaign, did you get to see him imuncthe '76 to '82 period?

RB: You know, even in the campaign there are atm@ments. There's a wonderful picture
that was in th@oston Globe, on a feature story, there was a Sunday magatng about him.
And he's standing, we're at the Kenneth Robertatesn Kennebunk, and he's sort of standing,
almost looks like the prophet with his arms kindgspfead out, and all of us are in the pasture
around him. And so, | would see him a lot becassparty chairman, even though he was, at
that point he'd gone through, he'd gone into ticecstary of state's office, he continued to really
be generous in his availability to the party, anehk party chairman for a few years.

DN: What was the period of your chairmanship?

RB: | think about '86 to '89. | took over sorthaf way through '86, or maybe early '86, and
then left in early '89. But he came back many §mAand | remember his, at some of the events,
generally he would have brief remarks at thesehbuvas quite stunned that we had managed to
take the party out of the red and we were runnifigamcially sound operation. He teasingly



would chide me in his public remarks, suggestirag gerhaps this was not in the finest
Democratic Party traditions. So he did have &ydeesort of a dry, a very dry way about him. |
mean there, at times he could be downright grurbpyat the other end of it he could be kind of
understanding.

| remember at his eightieth birthday party a lopebple teased him about his grumpiness, and
he looked a little bit surprised by it all, thansehow it hadn't registered. And | remember going
to his mother's funeral up in Rumford, becausajitgened to be Senator Hathaway's daughter's
wedding the same day, so the senator couldn't makexd so | had to represent Bill Hathaway
there. And one of the speakers said that, songetikie, ‘Ed's mom was very proud of him, but
she didn't find him the most likeable of the cheldy or something of that sort. | mean, you
could see that at times, for sure.

DN: Were you ever the target of his grumpiness?

RB: Yeah, you could sit next to him, for examplea garty dinner, and small talk was not
something at that point that he was really, tha¢mtertained much. And so I'd say, “Senator,
what do you think about what's happening in El &abr now?” And he might turn and say,
“Well, what do you think?” I'd say, “Well,” and&im he'd say, then he'd come back with
something like, “Well, in my experience these tlsipgst don't get better with age.” Or usually
some, almost a closing, a conversation closer laere tyou'd be. Generally you'd be sitting at a
head table looking out at a crowd with only onesperto talk to, and so those little. But he did,
that impatience at times, you had to like him al be&cause it was very, because there's so
much artifice in politics so it had, it works bailays. | kind of wanted to, I'm always sort of,
was hoping to learn, to hear what his insights cerain situation were.

| remember a woman coming up to him, John Glennfleadh in to the airport in Portland and
there was, | think he was a presidential candidathat point, and Senator Muskie was there to
greet him. And this is probably, | forget whichayét was that Glenn was a short lived
candidate for president.

DN: About '84?

RB: Probably '84 | think, yeah, and he, somehowwsee all there at the airport, and this
woman came up to Senator Muskie and said, “Senaarremember me don't you?” And he
looked at her, and | thought had really the penfesponse, he said, “Help me out.” And she
said, “Oh, come on, Senator, you know who | amt’which point he, that was the end of his
patience with that exercise.

And even in 1976 | had been surprised the couptenafs that I'd seen him be abrupt to people,
and | thought, “Gee, this can't be a vote gettinglity.” But as somebody pointed out to me,
they said, you know, he has quite a bit of invepnttrere's a lot of, there's a reserve of good will
and that approach might not work for somebody iarymosition but it's not going to be quite as
risky for him.

DN: Did you ever get to talk to him about foreigslipy other than El Salvador?



RB: You know, yeah, | probably did, and I'm justinig to see if there, the one idea that really
has stuck is that one of “the longer you delay mgkough choices, the fewer good choices you
have.” | mean, that's essentially what he saitian earlier exchange. And that idea has really
influenced my thinking a great deal, even in thagkwon this Iraq situation that I've been
working on for over a year. Right from the begmmive, even in my work we just put forward
lots of choices that need to be made now as oppgogedhorrow, and if you wait until tomorrow
you often don't have that choice.

So | think it was really that feeling, and | algeeld tremendously that we had a secretary of state
who understood the American electorate. And Ikhimat that, | find foreign policy to be of

great fascination to the American public, even giosurveys say they don't like to read that
page of the paper and this and that. But we hdab# of only coming back to the American
public when it's crisis time: By the way, the staat people on earth have screwed up and now
we need to go to war someplace, so where are yen wie need you? is kind of the invitation.
And | had the feeling that he really bridged thap g

But as Carole Parmelee said to me a couple yetmsvafds, after he'd been secretary of state,
she said, “We really weren't there long enoughréate a Muskie feeling in the institution.”

And | think that's unfortunate because | do thimittt isn't, this is a subject that requires great
grounding in American, in the American politicahhi¢y if you're going to have any impact
globally. And I think that he, | think he had thatich clearly, and he had that understanding.
And having faced the voters and, both successéutyunsuccessfully, was clearly an important
dimension that some of these other folks who arfellgmsmart but don't have it, are missing.

DN: Did you gain similar insights in terms of hisitade toward politics in general, or the
responsibilities of a leader?

RB: Yeah, | think he was, | think that's one of gjneat gifts that he created certainly in the
Maine body politic. | would say that most peopleoxun for office in Maine have this really
very serious and sober respect for the relationsitlipthe people and the sense of
responsibility, and clearly he had that. That s@sething that | think was in a way a burden,
it's part of what made him, maybe made him a ltteeven more overly serious at times, but
it's something that's been inherited by virtuallgrybody that I've admired in Maine, whether
it's George Mitchell or Bill Hathaway. And of caar Frank Coffin had a lot to do with that as
well.

DN: Did you have many opportunities or any oppdties to interact with Frank Coffin?

RB: [I've had a few. | mean, I've tried to comey|to visit Frank Coffin on an irregular basis,
because | just enjoy it so much and | just findKingl of self deprecating, and yet very bright
way to be a model for, it's quite closer to the wayuld like to be when | grow up kind of

thing. But he just always has a good piece ofkihmpon whatever subject that you happen to be
talking to him about.

DN: As you, you had the experience of being a cégnea, and as a staff member and then as



a candidate, and then as state chairman. As yokedan those areas, what sense did you have
about what Ed Muskie and Frank Coffin had dondistin '54 to and for the party?

RB: Well, I think there's a great awareness they tiad created the opportunity and that they
had opened the door, and again, built a very sditform of public, of a sense of public service.
And so the Maine Democratic party really was snheyday when | was getting started, and Ken
Curtis continued that in a most positive way - lugon oriented, not caught up in petty
wrangles. We didn't have enough strength at tbigit po be internally competitive in an
unpleasant way. And so that was really, and it avaglea driven party as well. So those were,
we had, the key to our success was recruit goodidates, give him a progressive platform to
run with, and support him, and that was pretty mihehway it was, engage people. So we had
those advantages at that point, and | think it wee, it was a direct result of obviously your
work, their work, as well.

DN: As you think back about the encounters youae \nith Ed Muskie over the years, are
there other anecdotes or insights that we've missexliewing that history?

RB: Yeah, you know, | think the, probably one srtun little story that doesn't have any
import but it does kind of speak to. . .. | ddahihk | was a party chairman, but | went, we had a
field day every year, a Democratic field day, ameré was a golfing day at Poland Spring. And
| happened to get up there early one day, anddgkeperson to arrive, that Saturday, the next
person to arrive was Ed Muskie and his son Nedd Wendrove up and he said, “Where is
everybody, and what's going on here, and who'kange, and how come it hasn't started?” |
didn't really have the answers to any of those tiues but it seemed like the best thing to do
would be to say, well why don't we just tee off ywdon't we go off as a foursome and we'll see
everybody as the day develops. So | went off With, and of course in the first tee everybody
asks what your handicaps are and | didn't play aflgolf, but I think | probably said fifteen or
twenty. Ned was a very good golfer, he could yelaill the ball well. Well, it just so happened
the first three holes | parred, so that got the liessgrumbling, that | was . . . .

DN: Both of them?

RB: Yeah, that | was sandbagging them. | quickiyne back to earth, so that wasn't a
problem. But on the eighteenth hole, we were wglkdown the eighteenth fairway -

End of Sde A
SdeB

DN: This is the second side of the November 12vrees with Rick Barton. Rick, you were
just telling the golfing story.

RB: So a couple of older women, we'll say from Ma$sisetts but who knows where they
were from, saw Senator Muskie and so they cameamgrout onto the fairway to greet him and
to take pictures and whatnot. He was not partruteappy with that interruption because what
had just happened is he had hit his second or shiotl to the green, and unlike most of his shots
of the day it actually had gone right onto the greBut the ball, from where we were standing,



it looked as if his ball which landed on the gréeal hit another ball, and his ball then had
skittered thirty yards off of the green. So instedhaving one of his best shots of the day, he
was now looking at another shot. So these womerecashing up to him for autographs and
the rest, and he brushed them aside and sortlkédtt the green whereupon he found that not
only had his ball stayed on the green, but becatigee ricochet it was resting very near the pin,
so whereupon his outlook changed immediately.

DN: He gave fifteen autographs.

RB: He was ready for the entire hotel. So, bunvegle it through the day. It was, again, these
are all sort of really fond memories. And | thithat's, | think overall, the overall impression

was of a very serious individual who had a greassef public responsibility, who really
believed in certain critical elements of leadershigdd himself to a very high standard, had
difficulty accepting when others probably did neach that same level but primarily because he,
it was his own internal measure. And as a resallexsome huge contributions in areas that
others hadn't touched. | think he really developeiire new fields of politics, which is

fabulous.

DN: Thank you very much, Rick.
RB: Well, thank you, Don, | hope that was helpful.

End of Interview
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