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Paula Parks: Shall we, shall we start from the time that we left?
Steve Hochstadt: Or even before, if you would tell me a little about what your life
was like in Germany, is that where you ... ?
Parks: No, Vienna, Austria.
Hochstadt: Oh, you were in Vienna, also. So, if you would tell me about your life
with your family in Vienna and then why you left and when you left?
Parks: Yes. Well, in Vienna my parents had a few butcher stores, you know. My
father's family had that already, you know, his parents. My father was born in
Vienna. My mother came from a village in Poland, Jagonitsa, it's close to Chortkov.
And it was a good life. My sister worked with my parents in the stores and I started
already teaching in Vienna. Even while I was studying, I was teaching in Vienna. And
then I got married and shortly after that Hitler came. And we had a new apartment,
everything was beautiful, but it didn't last. So in September '38 we left, we left
Vienna. We were one of the few couples that left via, that took the train. Most
people went via ship from Italy, but we went to, first we went to Germany, and from
Germany we went, that was, yeah, that was September '38, and we spent the time in a
hotel in Regensburg with my husband, because his cousin told me we shouldn't stay in
Vienna. Felix could any time be called to the police, and have to go to a concen-, I
mean to police, and then maybe even to a concentration camp.
Hochstadt: Felix was your husband?
Parks: Yeah, was my husband, yes. And he had a tailoring business. He started
chemistry, but when his father died, he took over the business and, in Vienna. And he
had, and you know, my father didn't want us to leave, because Felix did very well.
People started to get ready to leave Austria, so business was very good, and my father
said, "Oh, that's going to be over in no time. Let's stay here," and so on. But we
decided, and Felix was very good, in that he thought that it is so important that we,
that we go soon.
We went first to Germany, where Felix had a lot of customers and spent some
time in, there, via Regensburg we went to Berlin, and then took the train to Poland
and from there to Moscow. He had taken great, that was a great difficulty to, to get
train tickets, to go to the Intourist, you know, Intourist was this, the Russian travel
bureau, and that was ve1y dangerous, because if they saw you, you know, there, they
knew that, they thought that you are a Communist or what. So anyway, he had taken
those train tickets and we went via Siberia. That was, what was the name, I marked it
somewhere, Tomsk-Irkutsk-Manchuria.
Then we had, then we, from there we took a boat to Tsingtao and from
Tsingtao to Shanghai. And, well, you know, when the, in Vienna, when we left
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Vienna, men came on the train and they checked our luggage. They ask us how much
money we had and they said, "Well, you can keep ten U.S. dollars. For the two of you
twenty dollars." So they asked us to fill in various forms, they said that will enable
them to give the balance of what we have left to my family. That was whatever we
had more than twenty dollars. We had not too much money, because we already
thought we are going to get difficulties, we were told. But of course my parents never
received that money.

Hochstadt: Did you have to give them the money on the train?
Parks: Yeah, yeah, to hand, they said, "Give us what you have." And I told Felix,
"Make sure that we don't have anything that we are not permitted to have." I was too
afraid, you know? So my parents didn't receive the money. But after the train had
left the station, Felix went to the bathroom, [laughs] and when he came back he
showed me that he had some bills. You have to imagine that was a, there were many
people on this train and there was one bathroom for everybody. So he came back and
he had hidden the bills in a roll of toilet paper, you know. And he, of course he didn't
tell me that. I would never have permitted him that, because, you know, it was a
dangerous situation if they find out somehow. I don't know how they would, but, well
anyway Felix didn't tell me and that was good. I was pleased, every, every dollar was
important.
Hochstadt: Was it much money that he had hidden?
Parks: No, not too much. No, wasn't too much. maybe it was twenty, thirty dollars
maybe, but it was for us a fortune. In Moscow they checked again our luggage and, so
carefully, and I had a lot of books, you know, and when they looked at my books they
asked me questions. They didn't speak any other language, they only spoke Russian to
us, and I understood. Somebody must have helped me a little bit, I don't know. But
they wanted to know where and when this book was written. I didn't know it offhand,
you know, where it came from, could have been from Leipzig or Stuttgart or whatever.
So whatever I guessed right, they left it for me. Whatever was wrong, they took it.
And I'm sure they, they spoke German or French or a little English or whatever, but
they didn't try. So, and they took, they took so many things from us. But always
with a big smile, you know, they were so nice, so polite.
Hochstadt: They took other things besides books?
Parks: Yes, for instance Felix had, Felix was in the First World War, he was an officer,
a lieutenant, and they were looking at the decoration that he was, what was the name
of it, Ritterkreuz or something like that. We had looked everywhere in Vienna before
we left, because we thought it could help him, maybe, you know, that was before when
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we had problems with taxes, because they wanted from us extra tax. We didn't owe
them a nickel, but they made difficulties. So we wanted to look for his war-time
decoration and so, to show that he was in the First World War, and couldn't find it.
He found it, and we didn't even know where he found it. And he was, he asked first
Felix what it is. So Felix tried to explain it to him, but there was a language barrier, so
he couldn't make himself understood.

Hochstadt: So they took it?
Parks: They took it, yes, they did. [laughs] Then we arrived in Shanghai on October
16th, sixteen days it took us from, that's not too long, on, by ship it would have taken
longer. So on the boat trip to Tsingtao and from Tsingtao to Shanghai, we met a
woman who came from Czechoslovalda and she had been visiting her family in
Czechoslovalda. Her husband had a gymnasium, so we could sleep there for the first
night on those mattresses that they had in this gymnasium. We were very happy
about that, because we didn't know where we will sleep. May I give you a little more
coffee?
Hochstadt: Sure, that would be fine, thank you.
Parks: Take some of those.
Hochstadt: I have, they're delicious.
Parks: Are they? Good.

BREAK IN RECORDING

Parks: Yeah, so we slept in Stem-, that was Stemberer's, the Czechoslovaldan people,
the family.
Hochstadt: Stamberg?
Parks: Stemberer, Stemberer, S-T-E-M-B-E-R-E-R, Stemberer. She went home to
Czechoslovalda to see her family, you know. It was a terrible time to go there, because
that was when they were just taldng, when Hitler was taldng Sudetenland, you know?
So we slept there on those mattresses and we had no worries for the moment. And the
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next day we were surprised, because we had a phone call from Dr. Marx of the Joint.

1

Hochstadt: You were in Shanghai now, is that ... ?

Parks: Yeah. Why? I didn't make that very clear?
Hochstadt: No, that's fine, I understand.
Parks: Yeah, did you get that?
Hochstadt: Yes.
Parks: [laughs] I tell you, that's why it's good you ask me a question, because I
don't know, I can get mixed up sometimes. Yeah, Stemberer, she was living in
Shanghai, that was her home. So they called us and Dr. Marx, he was the, he was in
charge of Joint, he, but at that time there were not many refugees yet, it was 1938,
September. In this case it was, we arrived October 16 something, 1938, and there
were not many refugees, very few. And Dr. Marx asked us to come to his office, and I
think Mrs. Stemberer or the Stemberer family must have informed him that Jewish
people are here. They were not Jewish, the Stemberers.
And when we were in his office he was really wonderful, he made us feel very
comfortable. He called me in and then he called Felix, not together. He asked me,
like, what we feel we can do to make a living and so, and they wanted to know what I
did in Austria, and I explained to, I told him that I was a teacher for French and
German, I had the state examination, and that I had a few students already in Vienna.
And Felix, no, first I tell you, I also had studied in Vienna x-ray, because all my friends
said, "What are you going to do? You don't !mow where you are going. You're not
sure." At that time we didn't !mow whether we are going to the United States,
because we were promised we get an affidavit which didn't come, etcetera. So
everybody said, "Well, you have to have another job. You have to train for another
job, because with languages you might not be able to do anything, depending on where
you go." You go to, what are you going to do when you can't go, when you go for
instance to France? Everybody speaks French, they don't need that, and German.
So I studied x-ray, Physik, Anatomie, darkroom technique, and interpretation of
x-rays. We had to do what here people don't do. We had to do the interpretation of
x-rays. It wasn't like here that you send it out, we had to do it. We had a very, very
good teacher. And I specialized in working with patients to be treated for head
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The American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee was a major provider of welfare
funds for Shanghai refugees before, during, and after the war. Laura Margolis was sent by the
Joint to help organize assistance in Shanghai from 1941 to 1943.
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injuries, I liked that a lot. And Dr. Barach was then a very famous x-ray expert,
radiologist. And he told me that he doesn't think that the Nazis will let him out. He
was very upset. And later on I heard that he did come to the United States and he
lives in, lived in New York. I have, for that I have, I think I have it. I don't know
whether it's important to you.

Hochstadt: I would like to see whatever you have.
Parks: Yeah, I think I have something, I should have something at least from him.
I'm not sure, I should have. No, that's, that's another one. Somewhere else. Is that
something?
Hochstadt: No, this is mine.
Parks: [laughs] Oh, that's yours. [unclear] my certificates that I wanted. [unclear]
because that's important things that I have had. [unclear] I wouldn't have, what did
I do with all the other things that I really have to show you? So, I didn't do my
homework, huh?
Hochstadt: It looks to me like you did a lot of homework getting all that organized.
Parks: [unclear]
Hochstadt: If you'd like, when you're finished with things you remember, we could
go through those documents and you can tell me about them.
Parks: Yeah, I would like to, even that, I see that I don't have my document, my ...

BREAK IN RECORDING

Parks: One, that, the ship that we took from ...
Hochstadt: "Tsingtao Maru."
Parks: ... yeah, that was when we went to Shanghai via Tsingtao, you know, and so,
and that, that's the one. It's marked in Ger-, it's in German. It's a, Rothschildspital
was the name, and it was a very, ve1y good hospital. And it's, oh, I have to explain, we
changed our name. [laughs] My name was Pollak until we were in the United States
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Hochstadt: P-O-L-L-A-K.
Parks: ... K, and it says that Paula Pollak ...
Hochstadt: ... hat im Roentgeninstitut des obigen Spitales einen Kursen iiber Roentgenphysik
und so weiter.

Parks: Yeah. Wieso /connen sie das?
Hochstadt: fa, ich /cann auch Deutsch sprechen.
Parks: Oh, that's wonderful. Das mufi sehr gut far Sie sein, sehr niitzlich, nicht?
Hochstadt: fa, ja.
Parks: Yeah, really wonderful.
Hochstadt: So Sie haben am 2. September 1938 ...
Parks: Haben sie die Priifang be/commen.
Hochstadt: ... ein Zeugnis und dann ...
Parks:

[unclear]

Hochstadt: Und dann Sie /iaben ...
Parks: !ch hi:itte das sehr, ich hi:itte das sehr geme weiter gemacht, aber der Dr. Marx wollte das
nicht. Er hat das far sehr schlecht gefunden. Er war, hat es gut gemeint mit mir. So ich habe
mich beraten /assen von ihm und vielleicht hat er recht.

Hochstadt: Von Dr. Marx in Shanghai.
Parks: Shanghai, ja. Er war sehr dagegen, wenn ich gesagt habe, dafl ich weiter machen ...
Hochstadt: Er war dagegen?
Parks: Sehr dagegen, ja. Er hat gesagt damals, "Es ist sehr ungesund, Sie sind so jung . .. "
Hochstadt: Diese Arbeit ist ungesund, meinte er. Und Sie sol/ten das nicht, daher nicht
machen.
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Parks: Yeah, he didn't want that.
Hochstadt: Mrs. Parks, could I, could I stop your story for a minute and go back and
ask some questions ...
Parks: Yeah, naturlich.
Hochstadt: ... about what you've told me so far, and then ...
Parks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: ... if you'd just tell, you were born in Vienna, I assume?
Parks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: Could I ask you when?
Parks: December 1, 1909.
Hochstadt: Okay, and you had talked about teaching and then you said, so it was
languages that you were teaching in Vienna?
Parks: Yeah, I taught French people who went for instance, I helped them with their
school work, but I also had even from the Russian embassy, I was teaching one woman
who wanted to learn German. I didn't have too many students. Just, you know,
enough to keep me busy.
Hochstadt: Private students?
Parks: Yeah, only private students. Actually I was for a couple of months in the
school where I learned, she asked me to stay on for a while, so I was there, too. That
was [unclear] I think I marked it down somewhere, I'm not sure, not very sure
[unclear] .
Hochstadt: It says private teaching.
Parks: Oh, that is all Shanghti.
Hochstadt: No, here, from 19- ...

BREAK IN RECORDING
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Parks: ... oh yeah, then that's correct, yeah.
Hochstadt: Then you said that you had tried to, you thought you might get an
affidavit from the United States.
Parks: My husband had then a tailoring business in Vienna, a very, I think it was
ve1y good business. And he met some very famous people like Kammersanger Schipper,
who was a famous opera singer, 2 and when he knew that we were in trouble, when
Hitler came, he said, ''I'll get you something from, from Brazil. You can go to Brazil,"
or he had another one, Brazil [unclear] , and we first thought we are going to wait.
But then we were told that, especially my husband's cousins, they were very much
against us waiting and probably get into trouble, so they said, "You cannot wait for
that." Then my husband had a cousin in the United States, Mrs. Loeb, and she, when
she heard that we wanted to come to the United States, she said, "It's all right, I will
do eve1ything I can." But our quota wasn't good. We would have had to wait very
long time, so we would have had to go somewhere to wait. And that's when Felix
decided that he goes to, better you try to get, to go to Shanghai, because there you had
the French Concession, the English Settlement, and the United States. And then there
was a, you could at this time still go to Shanghai, it was possible and that was the
easiest, I mean the fastest, not the easiest way, but the fastest way to go.
Hochstadt: Many of the people that I've talked to from Vienna didn't decide to go to
Shanghai until after Kristallnacht.
Parks: That's right.
Hochstadt: And you decided before.
Parks: Yes.
Hochstadt: Why do you think you were so ready to go?
Parks: I, well, I remember that my husband's cousins, they were half Jewish, half
Gentile. He said, "You cannot be with Felix here, Felix is young" and he's, sometimes
he got into arguments with his, when he saw that his employees, you know, when they
told them, when they told Felix their opinion, you know, so Felix answered and that
wasn't so good.

Parks probably is referring to Emil Schipper (1882-1957), a well-known Viennese
opera singer.
2
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Furthermore, we had a new apartment, because we, it wasn't long that we got
married, and one day a man came and he said he comes from the tax office and we owe
him so and so much money for a garden that we had in one of the suburbs. We had
no garden, we had nothing, we had only our apartment. And he didn't believe that, so
he took whatever he found, money, in our place, and he said that, we had a new tele-,
radio, Radio International, you know. And he said that he's going to pick up this also,
because we owe so much money.
Hochstadt: Was he in a uniform, this was a ... ?
Parks: Yeah, he was in uniform. And I thought, I won't have, I was annoyed that he
took the money, but I thought that I will discuss it with one of my friends. I played
tennis a lot in Vienna, and he was actually my tennis partner, so I said, ''I'm going to
go to Rudi," and he works also in this tax office. So, and when I went there, I said, I
saw him passing, I said, "Rudi, listen what happened." And he said, "Excuse me, but
you are Jewish, aren't you?" I said, "Yes." So, I was so shocked, you know, that I felt
as, first of all I thought maybe he doesn't understand what I said or so. But, yes, he
had understood what I was saying, and he was with another man, and that was the
situation. It was a shock. A few days later, another man came and he looked around,
asked me about this garden and about what we owe him and I explain to him. Then
he saw Felix's picture from the First World War where he had, he was in, Felix was in
uniform then. And he said, "What's that?" I said, "That's my husband." He said,
"It's unbelievable. Did you tell them that your husband was in the First World War?
He was an officer in the First World War?" I said, "Yes." So he said, "Next time I will
come, in about three weeks I will have to come, and you don't open the door. I will
come at [unclear] ." He was ve1y nice. He never wanted us to have problems, you
know. So then I decided we have to do something, they won't let us out any more, if
we don't go soon. So we went there and, my mother told me that the next day when I
called, somebody was already looking for Felix.
Hochstadt: The next day after you left?
Parks: Yeah, she said they would have picked him up for sure. So.
Hochstadt: Did you, tell me about other preparations you made to leave. You ...
Parks: No, no preparations. We left everything just like that.
Hochstadt: It was sudden then, you ... ?

Parks: Very suddenly, yes. And my father found it was ridiculous, that Felix is doing
so very well and the whole thing will not last. My sister went to the fortune teller and
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the fortune teller said to her, "Your sister expects to go on a trip very far away. She
shouldn't do it. Everything is going to be all right in a few weeks." She wanted us,
you know, to stay. But we had decided and we went.

Hochstadt: Did you have other discussions with your family about whether they
should leave, or ... ?
Parks: Yes, we wanted, my sister decided that she will go to London as a maid, and
that wasn't so easy. My sister had, got finally a permit and could go to London, but
the oth-, this I want to tell you, because I have it marked, this, this story. When my
sister, yeah, I wanted to tell you that [unclear] . I don't think I told you that story
because [unclear] . Yeah, we heard that, when we were in Shanghai we heard that.
We were introduced to a wonderful family, Hilleli was their name, they were Arabian
Jews.
Hochstadt: Say the name again?
Parks: Hilleli.
Hochstadt: Hilleli.
Parks: Yeah, they were Arabian Jews. And they invited us for, for dinner, and we
came, they said that another couple is going to come, they come also from Vienna.
When we met them, we found out that they lived in the neighborhood of my parents
and I was happy to hear how they are doing, my parents, my sister. When they spoke
about my family, the family, this family, their name was Ehrlich, they said that my
family is in great trouble and that the, I said, "We have the papers for them, we have
all the necessary papers for them," and they're, but they said, "No. They are
somewhere behind bars and they will not be able to come to Shanghai." Because we
had, for my parents, we had done everything. For my sister we didn't do, because we
knew that she's going to England. I remember, I didn't know anything about the rest
of this whole conversation, because I was so upset that the next day, he drove us
home, Hilleli, and I had, next day I had very high temperature. [unclear] by that
time I had already work in Shanghai, and I couldn't go in to my work, because I was so
upset about this. And, you know, he wanted really for us to have a good evening and
instead we were both so upset, that we don't even know what they were talldng, except
that my parents are in trouble. It was silly to say anything about it, because they
knew that we couldn't do anything about it. It was terrible. But it must have be-, it
was like that, my parents and my sister were picked up from an SS man and they were
brought to another family in the same building. It was not a prison, but they stayed
maybe forty people in one apartment. They had no beds, they were sitting on floors
and on chairs and all the Jewish families from the whole building. So, it was right that
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my parents couldn't leave, but they were not really in prison, but it was bad enough.
Hochstadt: Was that after Kristallnacht, was that when that happened?
Parks: That was, yeah, that must have been shortly after Kristallnacht, very shortly
after that. When was Kristallnacht, do you know?

Hochstadt: November.
Parks: November, yeah, that must have been something like that, shortly after that.
My sister had a ve1y lovely apartment in Vienna, a very small but beautiful apartment.
And she had rented, subletted to a judge, a Viennese judge. This man, when he heard
that my parents are in trouble, because they had taken my, the keys from the stores,
everything, my parents couldn't do anything, they were downstairs, they had no
money, nothing. So, and my sister, too, they were, the three of them were all together
in this apartment. Then this judge, when he heard it, came to the place where they all
were, he was Gentile, and he offered my sister to buy her apartment. You can imagine
at this time, he gave her enough cash for her and for my parents to leave the country,
if they can leave. And my sister, she wouldn't have gotten a nickel, it would have been
his apartment, I mean, for, it would have been impossible for her if he would have
said, "You know, I don't give you anything. I've been living in this apartment, it's
mine now." But he was such a ve1y honest man, he wanted to help, so he gave her
money, enough money for my parents and for herself so that she could get tickets. My
parents had done, they were afraid that somebody took the money and that they are
not going to get the tickets, but it worked out all right. [unclear] So ...
Hochstadt: And so they went, where did, so did your parents then come to
Shanghai?
Parks: Yeah, my parents, after, it was ve1y difficult, but they got finally the tickets
and they came via Italy, I think "Conte Verde" or so was the name of the steamer.
And my sister went to London as a maid. She did all right there, and she sent my
parents money when they were on the, on the steamer, you know.
Hochstadt: What is, was your maiden name?
Parks: Kornmehl.
Hochstadt: Kornmehl.
Parks: Kornmehl, yes. My father, there were eight brothers and sisters. My father
was born in Vienna and he was, he was a typical Viennese man. It was very hard for
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him to get adjusted. We were very, we were a few of the very lucky ones.

Hochstadt: I think that's all the questions that I had before you got to Shanghai.
Maybe, did you say when you were married, what year you were married?
Parks: I think '32, I'm not sure, '32, yeah.
Hochstadt: '32. Well then if you would continue with after you arrived in ...
Parks: Okay, Shanghai.
Hochstadt: Actually I do have one more question about the trip, as you were on the
trip to Shanghai, or as you were preparing to go. What did you think would happen in
Shanghai? What did you, how did you feel about, about going? Were you looldng
forward to it or was it ... ?

'°"

Parks: I was the, I was ve1y close with my family, so the fact that I had to leave my
sister, it was her birthday, September 30, I can never forget, it was her birthday, and I
said, "Are we going to see each other again?" She said, "Yes." She was always an
optimist, she was such an optimist. So she said, "Yeah, don't worry about it. I will go
wherever you are." And that was only, that, I mean, I was very close with my sister
and with my parents. Otherwise, I wasn't afraid of the future, not at all. That didn't
bother me at all. I worried only about my family. And then Felix, shortly before we
had left, Felix had lost his mother. She didn't want to live, she really didn't want to
live. That's what, she didn't fight, you know? And we would never have left. Even in
the greatest danger, we couldn't leave her by herself, she was an old woman. But no,
we were not, both of us, we were not afraid.
And in the train, you know, when we were, during our trip we met a Russian
couple. They were so nice. We couldn't speak Russian and they couldn't speak our
language, but they were so nice. We had very good meals, that was paid until, until
Manchuria. Then we didn't want to spend any money, because we had this little
money and we said, "What's going to happen when we, when we arrive in Shanghai?"
But we also met an English man. He went to Peldng. And he said all the time that he
has so much money and he wants to do good things in his life, so we thought that he
will pay us a meal when we have no tickets, for when we have no meals any more.
[laughs] He didn't do that. He didn't do that. He didn't understand that [unclear] .
But he always said to us that he likes so very much, he likes better to live in Peldng
than England, and he wants to do a lot of good things to other people, because he
doesn't need his money. I remember Felix told me one day, when we were in
Manchuria, we were out, and I wasn't feeling very well, so I, we didn't have meals
until, we didn't have really good accommodations, so Felix said, "Well I'm hungry, I'm
going to get a cup of tea." And this man asked Felix whether he wants to come with
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him. So I thought, that's good, he's going to get something to eat. When Felix came
back and I said, "So, what did you eat?" He said, "I ate, I had just a cup of tea and I
paid for it." They didn't invite him. Well, that was, but we were not upset about
that.
Hochstadt: Even about the fact that you had a comfortable life in Vienna and then
you knew that you had no money now and, or just a few dollars?
Parks: Didn't bother me at all, not at all, no. The only, it would have been even
something that I would have liked for a change. No, I liked Vienna very much. I had
a lot of friends and, you know, played tennis, I liked it very much. And that didn't
bother me at all. I thought, well, I was young and I thought it's going to be interesting
and so, only that, if I would have had my family with me, I wouldn't have been upset
about that at all. And Felix wasn't upset. Only that he was very close with my family,
too. More coffee?
Hochstadt: No, thank you, that's fine.
Parks: You want to ask me?
Hochstadt: Well, let's continue with arriving in Shanghai and then ...
Parks: Yeah, arriving in Shanghai. [unclear] So I told Dr. Marx what I was doing
and he said to me that he will look to find a job for me. Yeah, I wanted very much at
that time to work in the hospital, in the French hospital, and there was a very good
one in Shanghai.

END SIDE A, TAPE ONE

"

BEGIN SIDE B, TAPE ONE

Hochstadt: So he felt you could get a job ...
Parks: Another job.
Hochstadt: ... which would be healthier for you?
Parks: Yeah. And Felix had told Dr. Marx that he had studied chemistry at the
University of Vienna, that when he took his father's business after his father died, he

14

became a designer on men's clothing. And Dr. Marx treated us for lunch, and he made
us feel very comfortable. Then he offered Felix to introduce him to Mr. Sinai, have
you heard something from Sin-, Mr. Sinai, who would like to open a tailoring business.
And he gave me a typewriter, that was his personal property, and I should practice to
type in case I would need, I would need it. We spent the next days in Shelter House.
Shelter House was something, you know, where old people, it was something like a
nursing home.

Hochstadt: Was it one of these Heime on, or this is different?
Parks: No, that was not, that was, no, that was for the people in, who lived in
Shanghai, Russian Jews and, who had been long time already there, couldn't take care
of themselves.
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: And not, they could walk and so, but they needed, they needed help. And it
was, we slept there. It wasn't so easy, because we had to get up very early in the
morning before all the people got up. And it wasn't a room, we slept somewhere in
corridors. But the people were very nice. We had, there were already immigrants from
Germany and Austria there, and some of them didn't even look for work, they liked it
very much, because everything was taken care of. They got meals and the meals were
good, and the woman who was in charge of the Shelter House was a very nice person.
But we both looked for work. And I was offered a job in a lingerie store. Dr. Marx
went with me there. But the woman offered me a very low salary and I wanted to take
this job, and I was happy and I was ready to work. I was very anxious to work,
because, you know, I felt, it was not very good to go to get the money. We got money
from, from Joint apparently. But when Dr. Marx heard it, he said I have to refuse this
offer, which would, which would be detrimental to the, to the status of the refugees, he
said, because he found that the salary was not enough. And we would, you know, they
would offer less and less to European refugees, if I take a job that doesn't pay properly.
And the woman told me that her son is going to teach me English, my English was
good. So he said, yeah, "Well, she can go to school if she wants to learn English, but
it's not right. She speaks French and German," and so on and so forth. Well, he
didn't let me take the job. I was very sony. So Felix and this Sinai became partners.
They opened in Kiangse Road, in a commercial building, yeah, that was in Kiangse
Road. I don't know whether that still exists, they have changed all the names.
Hochstadt: Is that in Hongkew?

Parks: No, that's not in Hongkew, that was at one of the very good places in the,
next, not very f-, not very far from Nanldng Road. It was a very, very good building, a
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high riser. Yes, Dr. Marx told me then, "Joint will give you sixty dollars if you,
Shanghai dollars, if you don't work." And she had given me, I don't know, thirty
dollars or something like that.

Hochstadt: Is that a month, or is that, is that what he meant?
Parks: No, that was for, the sixty dollars I think was for two weeks, I'm not sure
about it frankly now. It was not for a month.
Hochstadt: But it would happen, he would, they would give you sixty dollars every ..
.?
Parks: The certain time, until we find work. But mostly later on they pressed people
to get work. But he saw that I was ve1y anxious to get work, because I felt that if I
don't start then [unclear] . Anyway. Then Komar was the one who helped Felix and
Sinai to open the store. This, that was on the eighteenth, twentieth floor, I don't
know, in the high rise. And, but he said that they have to pay him every month and
so much.
Hochstadt: He lent them money in the beginning ... ?
Parks: [unclear] for the first rent and also so that they could have some equipment.
Mrs. Memelsdorf was the assistant of Dr. Marx. She was very, very nice. Dr. Marx
was very busy, but he took care of everything. And she off-, and she found for me a
job in a very well known fur store, it was in the French Concession, Avenue Joffre, very
nice. Is it still Avenue Joffre, no. No?
Hochstadt: No, I don't think so.
Parks: No, it isn't, I'm sure. And they wanted a sales girl speaking French, German
and if necessary modeling fur coats. After reporting to Dr. Marx, he advised me to
decline. He told me to give him a couple of days and he will work on it, so that I get a
job that's good for me. Shortly after that he called me and he said that Sir Elly
Kadoorie, you know him, had three secretaries and he wanted, they should become
fluent in French. He wanted a teacher to come three times a week for two hours. And
so I was very happy. It was, it was a wonderful job, and the girls are ve1y bright,
anxious, very anxious to study. The job was very well paid.
Hochstadt: Even though it was for such a short time, just ... ?
Parks: Yeah, it was six hours a week, but, yeah, it paid, it was very well paid. I liked
it. So, and you !G1ow, to the Shelter House, the women came every day, every week
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and they baked and they did special things for Friday night. And there I met Mrs.
Katz, who was visiting the old folks, you know.

Hochstadt: Which women came, what ... ?
Parks: Other women, too, came to the, I mean, women who didn't live in Shelter
House, they came just ...
Hochstadt: To help?
Parks: ... to help them for Friday night, so they should have better meals, and they
talked to them, "How do you feel?" and "What's wrong with you?" and so. Like they
do it here, also, they go in some places and ...
Hochstadt: Volunteers.
Parks: Yeah, they were ...
Hochstadt: Was everyone in the Shelter House Jewish?
Parks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: And the women who came were Jewish. Were they Russian Jews or
German-speaking Jews?
Parks: Yeah, no, no, they were Russian Jews. The Russian Jews there, they were very,
ve1y good, really. They did a lot for, they must have contributed a lot with money and
everything. Yeah, they were very, very good. So I met Mrs. Katz, she was visiting.
She had a store on Avenue Joffre, some, what did they sell there, I don't remember.
Oh yeah, I know, they had pots and pans and this stuff. And she and other women,
they came every week. And Mrs. Katz said I should, I should teach her, her daughter.
She needs help for, she needs help for her French in school. And Mrs. Memelsdorf,
who was the secretary of Dr. Marx, also wanted me to help her son with his French
studies. So I was doing all right, and I looked for a room already. And I wonder
whether the sixty dollars were for a week? Shanghai dollars wasn't very much, but it
was good enough for us. And it could have been for a week, because sixty, rent was,
I'm sure, something like thirty dollars already for a room, so it must have been, maybe.
So when I looked for a room, I was told I should go to Altmann, Altmann's
Restaurant. I will find other immigrants, and lunch consisting of soup and vegetable
was fifty-five cents, Shanghai cents, of course. It was not considered a good
restaurant, but I found it very good. It was Jewish cooking.
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Hochstadt: And why should you go there to find rooms? To talk to the ... ?
Parks: Yeah, they said there are other people, they !mow where you have to go and
where you can find a room. People there spoke mostly Jewish. Some of them were
Russian and some of them German. I didn't speak very well Jewish, understood very
well Jewish. My parents, when they didn't want us to understand, they spoke Jewish
together. But we didn't speak it. Can you understand Jewish?
Hochstadt: No.
Parks: No, I can, now I hear it from time to time, like when I go to the synagogue,
they speak all Jewish. Oh, what else? Anyway, I liked, I liked this Altmann, this
atmosphere. It was very nice. You !mow, people came from all over Shanghai and
they asked you, "Oh, where did you come from? When did you arrive?" and so you
felt, you felt good, you !mow, like home. Close to Altmann's we found a room with
washroom, and in the washroom was a Chinese stove. Have you ever seen these
Chinese stoves? They are funny. It could be used for cooking. It was in the
washroom. The room was very big with a curtain which could separate the room. It
had a large bed, and you could separate it from the other part of the room that had
two sofas, a dining table and chairs. Somewhere, maybe at Altmann's, I don't !mow
where, we met Mr. Abeles and Mr. Amtman. They came also from, Abeles came, yeah,
both of them came from Vienna.
Hochstadt: How do you spell their names?
Parks: Abeles, A-B-E-L-E-S, and the other was Amtman, A-M for Mary-T-M-A-N.
And Abeles was very educated. Amtman was a painter, you !mow, he was painting
rooms and so, and was not so, he, his background was very different from Abeles, but
they were very nice people. They were lovely and funny. We were talldng about our
apartment. I told, I brought Felix and Felix had seen the apartment, and, apartment,
the room, and we talked to them about the room that we have rented, and somehow
we decided to take it for the four of us. We had no sheets and we had no blankets.
We covered it with, we covered the mattresses with paper, all ldnds of paper. We had
our meals together and we enjoyed each other's company. We went out for a walk all
together, it was nice. And Dr. Marx insisted that we have to take an amah, [laughs]
because we have to devote all our time, the two men and I have to see what I can do
better, and Felix to get customers.
Hochstadt: And what would the amah do? The amah would take care of your ... ?
Parks: That, that was the funny part. We had this small room, we were four people
in this room. And there was the amah, she had, we had a mirror, I remember she was
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always, when she was cleaning, she was only cleaning in front of the mirror because she
wanted to see herself. And the poor men, they couldn't get over that, they had so
much fun. But they had, she did for them their socks, you know, and the shoes. She
didn't do very much. But he insisted, he said we have to have everything. She had to
do, to wash our, whatever we had, you know. We didn't even have linens or so, you
know. We bought that by and by, though.

Hochstadt: But it was so inexpensive to have her that you could afford to do that?
Parks: Yeah, very little we had to give her, I can't remember what ti was, was a few
Shanghai dollars, it was only, and ...
Hochstadt: A week?
Parks: Yeah, yeah, it was only very little. And Dr. Marx said, "There's no sense in
doing this work. You have to go around and look for work, not do the work that ... ,"
and I said, "I want to have the money that the amah gets." He said, "No," that's, so,
but we had good times. So, yeah, Dr. Marx wanted me to, to do more typing, to
practice typing and to learn, to study English. Then I was offered a ve1y good job for
three hours every day with a French family. Mrs. Katz brought me this one, she
introduced me to her. Under the, but she said under the condition that I will
accompany the woman and her three children to Hankow where her husband was
director of the agency of Credit Fonder d'Extreme Orient, where I worked later, Credit
Fonder d'Extreme Orient. He worked, that was a very important Belgian firm.
Hochstadt: Mrs. Parks, could I interrupt a moment? I'm beginning to feel a little
chilly.
Parks: Why don't you tell me that before? You get a cold?
Hochstadt: I'll be all right, but ...
Parks: You know why? I opened the air condition. I never open it for myself. I
opened it because I thought that it is ...
Hochstadt: It's ...
Parks: All the men are always so hot.
Hochstadt: I'm fine. This is much better then.
Parks: No, you should tell me that before you are cold, because it's bad. You want
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some hot tea now?
Hochstadt: No, this was fine, this was ve1y good.
Parks: No, because it's cold.
Hochstadt: No, I'm, I'm, that's better now that that's off.
Parks: So, so she wanted me to go with her to Hankow. I, I wasn't sure whether I
will do that, but she offered me a good amount, you !mow? And I thought maybe that
I will take this job.
Hochstadt: Was the job in Hankow, or you just had to go visit?
Parks: No, no, no, no, I had to take care, like a governess, for the three children.
Hochstadt: I see, in Hankow.
Parks: In, with her and the three children to join her husband, who was the director
of the agency of Credit Fancier. I hope that you didn't catch a cold.
Hochstadt: No, no, no, no, not so easily.
Parks: No, because it's so bad that, if you catch a cold. I had a chill, it was terrible. I
accepted it, although I wasn't hundred percent sure whether I will be able to leave. In
the meantime, I met this family that I told you, Hilleli, but that I had told you
already, so. When I heard that my family was, they said like they were in a prison. It
wasn't a prison, but it was very bad. I told you that my sister had an apartment, yes.
So my sister left and during the short time that she had to leave, she prepared for my
parents eve1ything she could do. That was on-, she had only a few days from the time
that they let her handle her own voyage, she tried to do eve1ything for my, for my
parents. It, my parents left at the end of '39. At that time my sister had also left,
yeah. I worked now every afternoon in the French Concession for the woman with the
three children. Shall I show you?
Hochstadt: Sure.
Parks: I think I have [unclear] . I had it well organized when I would have, but
they're not here [unclear] . Here, I show you something [unclear] . Where is this
one? Here. That's the family with the three children.
Hochstadt: Those are the children.
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Parks: [unclear] but where's her, where's she? I don't know. I have from her and
from him a picture. Yeah, those are the three children.
Hochstadt: Now this is the family Anselle?
Parks: Yes, that's ...
Hochstadt: Mr. Charles Anselle.
Parks: Yeah, he wasn't, I don't know whether I should give you their names, I mean
only because I don't know whether that would embarrass them [unclear] .
Hochstadt: I can't imagine that it would. Very nice looking children.
Parks: Oh, they were good, good children. They were, you know they were all so
nice, very, very well, it was so ni-, they were so nice. Oh, that's one, that's this one.
So, I went to this, that was in Rue Lafayette in the French Concession, it was nice.
Then came the good news that my parents have ship tickets and that they, so I, and I
had to tell my F-, the French family that I was unable to join them, to go to, right now,
to Hankow. I thought that once my parents will be settled, then I would probably go.
During this time Felix, my husband, and his partner, they needed workers and they
could, this could only be done by hiring a number one.
Hochstadt: That's a Chinese man?
Parks: Yeah, Chinese tailor, who brought his own people. Felix and the partner, they
took orders, and they, they were the designers on specials. They also were there to try
on and so, but they hardly did any manual work, you know? Well, only, yes, because
they did the designing and so, but the number one, and he brought I don't know how
many people, and they were all there, they were always there. And they lived, they
went home, they hardly went, they rarely went home to their families. They stayed all
together, they had a good time, they played mahjong and they stayed there. Number
one was the only one who spoke English. By that time I was busy with the Kadoorie
girls, you know, with my French, with the French family, the three. And I had in
between other students, Mr., Mrs. Memelsdorf's son and Katz, the daughter of Mrs.
Katz, and other people from Mrs. Katz. [unclear] So, so we, we were independent
and at the beginning, my parents, I knew they would come in beginning 1939. We
were also very happy and it was good, Shanghai was good.
Hochstadt: Did you mean 1940, that they would arrive in the beginning of 1940?
Parks: No.
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Hochstadt: Oh, no, I see, the beginning of 1939, excuse me.
Parks: And we looked for a place where we could live with my parents. At this time,
when I was with the French family, with the three children, there was a family of
French, or, he was the directorate of the French Custom House, a friend of the
woman's husband who lived in Shang-, in Hankow. He came and visited and looked
after everything, whether his friend's wife has everything she needs and so. And they
were very nice, friendly people. And I had told already then ...

BREAK IN RECORDING

Parks: ... whose husband was in Shang-, Hankow, Mrs. Anselle, I had told her that I,
for the time being I cannot go with her and asked, said that I had promised to join, so
if she still will want me then I would follow them after my parents are settled in
Shanghai, until she would have a replacement. She told me later on that they have,
they, her husband will go back, will come back to Shanghai and I thought that I will
then stay again with her in Shanghai. And after, while she was in, no, that was before
she left, she said whether I would like to come to, go to this other family, I'll show you
that picture. I have a lot of them, because they were my good friends. This is, here,
he was the director of the Custom House, this was his wife.
Hochstadt: And this is the family ... ?
Parks: That was Cloarac.
Hochstadt: Cloarac.
Parks: Yeah, he was from, he was ...
Hochstadt: C-L-O-A-R-A-C, oh, here they are, Lieutenant Colonel [unclear] .
Parks: Yeah, I knew them all, they were friends of ...
Hochstadt: So these people are important people in the French Concession?
Parks: They were, he was a director, no, not of, of the Chinese Custom House.
Hochstadt: Of the Chinese Custom House?
Parks: He was, Custom House, yes. He spoke fluent, he was really, he was
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wonderful. He was, he came from, he studied, he studied Chinese, he could write it
and read it. He was wonderful. He was a self-made man, a wonderful man.
Hochstadt: And this is ... ?
Parks: Very bright.
Hochstadt: This is the wedding announcement?
Parks: Yeah, from Olivier, that's the little boy. That's this boy that I, yeah, I will talk
to you about, yeah, that's when we were in, we were in Pei-tai-ho, we were in Pei-taiho with, I was with Mrs., that's ...
Hochstadt: What is Pei-tai-ho?
Parks: That is near, Pei-tai-ho is near Tientsin in North China, that's where we went
for, for summer.
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: And that's when he, unfortunately he died, Mr. Cloarac died. He was a
generous man, I liked him a lot. Yeah, that was in the gardens, when we played, they
had, for Sankt Anna, they had, I am in the background, when they played that ...
Hochstadt: That's you here?
Parks: Yeah, we arranged some races or what that was, I can't remember what that
was. It was good. Mrs. Cloarac was a charming, charming woman, very, very nice
lady. Okay.
Hochstadt: Oh, this goes with this, too.
Parks: That's okay. I got this unfortunately since we moved, I got this long, long
time after that and, this invitation. I've never, that must have been a year later I got
this. We moved from one place to the other and they never send, oh, is it still cold? I
don't know, I don't think that I have the air condition on.
Hochstadt: It's just so noisy.
Parks: Yeah, on top of this. Are you comfortable?
Hochstadt: Oh, I'm fine.
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Parks: You can sit here if you want.
Hochstadt: It doesn't matter, if you're, this is a nice table and we can have these
things.
Parks: So eat something.
Hochstadt: Oh, I have.
Parks: You want to have some hot tea, coffee?
Hochstadt: No, I'm fine.
Parks: Or a sandwich?
Hochstadt: I'm fine, thank you.
Parks: Okay. So Mrs. Anselle told me that her friends would like me to go to their
place as a teacher governess for Olivier, and that was again a beautiful job, like all the
jobs in Shanghai. I picked Olivier up from school and there I met Frere Laurent, that
was his teacher, you know, and they, that was wonderful, it was like a convent, you
know, and they played soccer and everything and I loved to go there. I picked him up
and then we went home.
Hochstadt: So this was now a full time job with the Cloarac family?
Parks: Exactly like the other one, afternoon job. I could do, I had my, I continued
doing what I have been doing before, and I helped him with his homework, then he
showered and had dinner. Mostly then we were joined by his parents. And during
the, during dinner we listened to Carroll Alcott, that was the Shanghai news people. 3
Then we discussed the news, and I felt, I felt very close to this family. Mrs. Cloarac
was very talented, she had a beautiful voice. Well, and then when my parents came
we, I had many students. We lived some, for a while in the French Concession, Rue
de Lastre. I don't think that, the streets are completely different now I think.
Hochstadt: Did you meet a family named Katz that also lived in Rue de Lastre?
Parks:

[unclear]

Can-oil Alcott was an Ame1ican who worked for the Associated Press and broadcast the
news on the radio station XMHA.
3
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Hochstadt: A Russian family named Katz?
Parks: I know these Katz, but they didn't live in Rue de Lastre. That's the family ...
Hochstadt: Oh, that's where the family, that's where this other family lives, in Rue
de Lastre. I thought you said that you lived in Rue de Lastre.
Parks: Yes, we lived in Rue de Lastre.
Hochstadt: Well, I'm talldng about another Katz, not the Katz that you were talldng
about, but another family ...
Parks: Another that you met?
Hochstadt: Yes. They lived in Rue de Lastre. He had a tailor shop, he had a tie,
made ties, Mr. Katz made ties, Hollywood Ties, I think it was called. You don't know
them?
Parks: No, I don't think I do. No. Maybe they were relatives. Could have been her
husband, but I don't think they lived in Rue de Lastre. We changed so many times
our apartment. Yeah, we lived in Rue de Lastre, and later on, we lived in Route
Vermille. My parents rented in Broadway Mansion. That's now, Broadway Mansion,
is that still?
Hochstadt: I don't know.
Parks: In a beautiful high riser near Garden Bridge, they rented a place. It was an
empty, small, a small empty space, and which we decorated inexpensively in Viennese
style, and my parents opened a little coffee restaurant there.
Hochstadt: Had they done things like that before in Vienna that they knew ... ?
Parks: No, no, my mother was a very, very good cook. And, well in summer, we
rented that for my parents and in summer I went with Mrs. Cloarac and her son
Olivier, and with the cook and a boy and amah, we went to North China, we went to
Pei-tai-ho. That's close to Tientsin. It was a beautiful cruise on the Blue Funnel Line,
"Patrocolus" was the name [unclear] .
Hochstadt: That's in the summer of 1939?
Parks: Yeah, that must have been summer of '39. I don't have the "Patrocolus",
maybe I have ...
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Hochstadt: I didn't see any pictures in here.
Parks: I have some. It's just, that must have been all from
yeah, that's the "Patrocolus".

[unclear] we [unclear]

Hochstadt: Oh, I see, a big steamship.
Parks: Yeah, it was beautiful, I liked it.
Hochstadt: Now here you wrote to Felix Pollak, care of Thomas Cook and Son in
Shanghai.
Parks: Yeah, when I was on the ship, you know, and then I wrote to, was it, did I put
the date on? Maybe not, I don't know. Yeah, Felix picked it up, because we moved so
much from one place to the other.
Hochstadt: I see, so you never were sure where he would be.
Parks: Yeah, that was in Pei-tai-ho, see on this, this writing. [unclear] Yeah, it was a
good time, had a good time.
Hochstadt: This is July 1939.
Parks: Yeah? Did I write that?
Hochstadt: No, but that's the date of the stamp here, first of ...

Parks: You can see that?
Hochstadt: ... first of July, 1939.
Parks: Great, it's great that you can see that. Yeah, you're right. Yeah, that's what it
was, July '39. [unclear]
Hochstadt: I can do this.
Parks: So, I remember that the cook fell in the water and they had to rescue him. I
remember that. Meanwhile I learned that my sister was on her way from England to
join us on "Athas Two".
Hochstadt: "Atlas"?
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Parks: "Athos".
Hochstadt: "Athos".
Parks: "Athos", A-T-H-, how you spelling that?
Hochstadt: "Athos", "Athos".
Parks: T-H is a little difficult. But soon we heard that on account of the European
war, no ship was expected to land any more in Shanghai, so Mr. Cloarac kept me
informed. He sent me copies of various cables, suggestions that he sent out and
received, to help in this matter. Finally we heard that "Athos" was going to land. We
had great difficulties coming back from Pei-tai-ho. It was terrible, because there were
no boats available.
Hochstadt: Because the war had started?
Parks: Yeah, so we stayed for some time in Ch'in-huang-tao, that's close to Pei-tai-ho,
until we could get a coal boat, a very small coal boat we got, and there was only the
captain and the crew and our party. [unclear] My sister arrived in Shanghai, so we
were all very happy. Besides his own tailoring business, Felix accepted an offer to work
a few hours at Sincere's. You know, that's one of the very large department stores. I
should have, oh, I, that's a shame, I had from Felix this advertising, I can find it, where
it says, "our Viennese tailor," and you see him in front of the window with what he
had, that was a very beautiful window and they gave him.
Hochstadt: How do you spell the name of the store?
Parks: I give it to you, you will see, if I find it. Sincere, that's Sincere, it's not the
one, unfortunately I can't find it. It's a ve1y big place.
Hochstadt: Sincere, just the Sincere.
Parks: Yeah, like sincere.
Hochstadt: Beautiful, big.
Parks: Beau-, big. And I had this advertisement, it was so good and Felix was always
so proud of it, [laughs] and I can't find it. I don't' know, maybe it's lost. There was
a photo album so maybe it's, I don't know [unclear] . So. So Felix worked there,
only a few hours a day, as a designer and cut down special. The general manager
introduced Felix to his family. He had many wives and children, he had, this general
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manager had many wives and children, and Felix told me that they were all so, they
were very, ve1y nice and they enjoyed each other's company. The wives, they worked
together all, and it, it is like a sign of wealth that, I mean, a rich man who has one
wife, that's, now it's going to be changed, I mean under the Communists. It will not
be the same. But I remember when Felix, there were so many people [unclear] ,
when we went there he came with all his wives. Wives and the children came.
I had many students, I had English, Arabian, American, French, and many times
Mrs. Cloarac even told me to use their car, with the chauffeur, because they didn't
really need it. But they didn't need me any more after a while, because Olivier was a
big boy then. I still continued always seeing the family, because Mr. Cloarac spoke
very well German, he studied German literature, and he continued with German
conversation.
We rented then a house in Yu Yuen Road. My parents gave up the little coffee
shop in Hongkew. We had this house which had also an empty store, one room on
the second floor and one on the third floor. We all five lived there. That means the
four of us and sometimes my sister. Her husband, oh, I didn't tell you, but she wasn't
married then, that's true. The four of us lived then in this house. And they, my
parents later used the store and made a small restaurant, the St., called the St. George
Buffet it was called, the place was St. George Buffet. The U B Beer Company did all
the furnishing. My sister got married to a young Austrian whom she met on the
"Athos", "Athos", when she came from England. And in 1942 their little daughter,
Gigi, was born. Gigi is the one that you, wrote to you.
Hochstadt: Gigi Michaels.
Parks: Gigi Michaels, yeah. Her name, my sister married, then she was Hess, H-E-SS, my sister. The St. George Buffet was very popular, well liked, not only for Viennese
cuisine, but my mother and my sister, they were ve1y good cooks, and people liked to
exchange their joys and problems, and my sister was a very charming woman. She
helped and everything was good. That was a very popular place. Interesting people
frequented it. Musicians, we had very good musicians, very good ones. Excellent
piano players and violinists ...
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Hochstadt: ... Road?
Parks: It was close to Yu Yuen Road. The place was called St. George Place.
Hochstadt: Yu Yan?
Parks: Yu Yuen, Yu Yuen. That is, see, Cloaracs were close to Jessfield Parle Is that
still Jessfield Park? No, I don't think, they called it all different. I would like to see
what's all going on now. That was Yu Yuen Road, yes. My sister helped, she cooked,
she helped serving and, it was really, everybody liked this place. Mrs. Cloarac
suggested then, when I didn't go to Olivier any more, that I see Comte de Courtils. I
had enough students, actually, but she said that I should go there, it's a good place,
and I could go there eve1y day for two hours or so. Mrs. Cloarac said that and that I
did. I was very, still very close with Cloaracs, I went to visit them many times in
between, in that time. And Mr., the Comte, this was the Count of, de Courtils, he
would like me to work with his young son who had problems in school. She said it
would be a well paid job and Mr. and Mrs. de Courtils are very lovely people. The
interview with Mr. de Courtils was not so encouraging. He told me that his son is
difficult, very intelligent, yes, but unbearable to be with, he said. He asked me about
my background, I'm not sure that he was impressed. He complimented me however
on my French and my studies in Austria. We both felt that it wasn't the right job, not
for me, and I wasn't really what he wanted. But he said, "Why don't we try it for a
few weeks, a few days maybe?" I agreed, and he felt that I have to see his son Guy,
Guy. Where is Guy? Oh, yeah, yeah, oh, they were very nice people. And this is Mr.
de Courtils and that's his wife. That was Guy and his sister, and that was Mrs. de
Courtils with daughter and son.

Hochstadt: And Comte Louis de Courtils was the ...
Parks: That's the Count, Count.
Hochstadt: ... was the director of the French Concession?
Parks: First, first he was the director of the French Concession, later he was promoted
to Consul of France. She was a ve1y beautiful woman and so was, he was handsome
and she was beautiful. He, Count de Courtils felt I have to see his son, Guy, and he
called him, asked him to show me around, to show me his little house with the
soldiers, marines. It was a little house in the middle of the garden in Route Prosper
Paris. Is it, see that? I don't think that's the same names any more. A person could
have even slept in the little house. While he walked with me, he told me that he will
show me, "I will show you," he said, "since you want to see it, I will show you my
soldiers, and eve1ything you want to see. But you will not be able to stay here," he
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said. "I have teachers, governess, but I don't want them. I don't want any women
here except my Mummy and my amah," he said to me. Then he explained to me, and
he was, he explained to me like a real gentleman, he was very nice the way he talked,
he explained to me what he has here, the soldiers, everything that was going on. And
somehow I was attracted to this boy. He seemed such a, he was a, I mean, I was
attracted to this impossible ldd. That was a very strange ldd.
When we started worldng, and I noticed that he was, he was unwilling to
improve his spelling, arithmetic, he didn't really want it. But, on the other hand,
when he heard the Chinese handyman repairing a, like glasses and all ldnd, you know,
dishes, plates and so on, he was, he'd make this offering in Chinese, outside the house,
you know. This was a very large garden, but he heard them, and they spoke in
Shanghai dialect, and then he would ask my permission to go there outside of the
garden, so that he could talk to his friends. They were Chinese. They liked him. And
I watched him, of course. And they seemed to enjoy his company. Whereas the
Chinese servants, they didn't like this relationsh-, this relationship, and they resented
my tolerance, you la1ow, that I permitted it. Many times, you know, he, those people,
they were called kaputtiganzmacher, you know? Can you imagine? You know, kaputt
and ganzmachen, and that's the refugees that have given them this name. And that was
very well, everybody used that, "That's the kaputtiganzmacher who comes," and they
repaired all ldnds of things. And Guy would go there and talk to them. [laughs] And
many, you know, many times when I had, when the, I found that the Chinese,
whether they were rich or whether they were poor, they always had a sense of humor.
Even very poor ones. And somehow they reminded me of, of the humor that was
familiar to me from Vienna. They have certain things that seemed, that reminded me
of, when he told me what they had said and so, you know? [unclear] relationship
[unclear] way back.
The Chinese at the time, I wanted to tell you that the Chinese are very good
pickpockets. Did you have any, [unclear] but I was never afraid because they, during
blackouts, and we had plenty of them, I was never afraid that they would do
something, because they are not la1own for being rapists or for being murderers. Steal,
yes, they are very good and you can never protect yourself enough. They take it, but
they don't do you any harm. They won't, no, they don't do you any harm, on to you
anyhow. I never saw that and I never experienced it.
Soon I saw that Guy was a ve1y gifted child. He must have had the wrong
teachers, governess maybe. Mrs. de Courtils, I told you his mother was very attractive
and she was so athletic, she was good in every sport. And his father was then later
Consul, he was ve1y handsome. And Guy's only sister was a beautiful child, four or
five years younger than he was. It, and Guy, when, he was ve1y happy when I, when
after homework I arranged for him races and, you know, activities. Sometimes with
his friend in the garden or sometimes I played with him. He came up, he became, he
became one of the best, if not the best student of his class, and he was very proud of it,
ve1y grateful. When he got candies, when he did something good and he got candies,
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he would keep the candies for me and he wouldn't eat it. I got sometimes so mad, that
he doesn't eat his candies and he always said, "No, you have to eat it. I want to watch
you when you eat it, when you eat." He didn't even let me take it home, I had to eat
it while he was looking at me. He was a very good kid. Yeah. And his parents
appreciated ve1y much my work. Unfortunately, during this time came the
Proklamation. Did you hear, the Proklamation, that was the time when we all had to
move to Hongkew, the stateless people. We had to move it in a very short time, to
this Designated Area, you called it, and we had to give up again the house where we
lived and we had to move. 4 This was in Hongkew, and in order to get there an
apartment in such a short time, we had to spend a lot of money to get ...

Hochstadt: You had saved by then?
Parks: Oh yeah, we had, we had all the time tried to live and save a little bit and so.
Not, we didn't save very much, because after all we were four people, and eve1y time
something happened that, it was like, I always said, it was like those little card houses,
you [unclear] . Yeah, that was the Proklamation, that we didn't need.
Hochstadt: Was, was there anything that the Comte could do to keep you out of the
ghetto, did he try to do that ... ?
Parks: Oh no, no, there was nobody, nobody could do anything, nothing. Nobody
could help in this respect. No, they rented, the Chinese rented rooms and also
sometimes the, you know, immigrants who lived in Hongkew, they could take
advantage of that and rent one room when they had a house, which they did. In this
time I got pneumonia, and I was, I was fortunate, because Mr. and Mrs. Cloarac and
Mrs. Anselle, who had come back meanwhile, when they heard that I was sick, they
picked me up from the place where we lived, still in St. George Buffet, and I got an
extension for moving. My family had to move, but I could still stay for a while and I
had, they took very, very well care. A doctor came and checked me regularly and Mr.
and Mrs. Cloarac made sure that all my favorite dishes were made for me.
Hochstadt: So were you still living then in your old place? Your fam-, rest of your
family had moved?
Parks: My family, they moved to Hongkew.

On February 18, 1943, the Japanese authorities in Shanghai issued an edict forcing all
"stateless refugees", meaning Jewish refugees who had arrived since 1938, to move residences
and businesses into a bombed-out square mile in Hongkew, the so-called Designated Area. The
move had to be accomplished by May 18.
4
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Hochstadt: And you stayed?
Parks: And I stayed with Mr. and Mrs. Cloarac in their house, as they didn't, they
had, made sure that the amah goes, checks every time, and I had really very good care,
they were so good to me.
Hochstadt: Could you tell me about getting this extension, how that worked?
Parks: I don't really remember. I was thinking here today or yesterday, when was it, I
was thinking that I don't know how that was. I think we had to give a doctor
certificate and, I looked terrible, I looked like I am going to die, because the first
doctor that I had in Yu Yuen Road, she came, she said, "There's nothing wrong with
her. Don't give her anything to eat for three days," when I had already pneumonia
and I was so sick, you know, that I couldn't move, and nobody give me anything to
eat, because the doctor said, "That's terrible, don't do that, don't give her anything."
And I saw them eating, I could ldll everybody, you know. And finally another doctor
came and he says, "No, she has pneumonia." And I had high temperatures. So the
doctor must have signed something. And of course, I was told that I cannot stay long,
I have to go back soon.
Hochstadt: Did you have to speak with the Japanese people to organize that, or did
someone do it for you?
Parks: Somebody must have done it for me. I don't remember how that worked. I
even thought yesterday how I got this. I know it was a hard, a tough thing to get, and
I know also that I had to get, we all had to get photos and I think, I said, "I cannot go
to the photograph, I am so sick. What can I do?" and so. Well, I think that must
have been when I was very, very sick. I remember that when I, Felix said, "Well, you
have to go. They insist that you ... "
Hochstadt: Everybody needed to get a photo taken?
Parks: Yeah, I don't remember, everybody apparently who lived in the, who lived still
in, where we lived, like French or English, and we were in the, how do they call that?
Staten/as, or, no, stateless, or what, were, were not the French, not the English, but
were ...
Hochstadt: Stateless refugees.
Parks: They had a lot of those opium places over there, that's what everybody liked
about it. Our St. George Buffet was in this area, where you didn't have to, that, we,
you know that we never paid taxes in Shanghai, nobody paid taxes. There was no tax
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in Shanghai. I remember when my husband, he went for, for elections and what not,
but they didn't pay taxes, yeah, did you know that? Somewhere, I should have
somewhere those pie-, I remember, I must have had a picture that was so horrible that
everybody always said that cannot, cannot be me.
Hochstadt: No, it's not one of these, we've looked through these. Well, it's not, it's
not important, if you can't find it.
Parks: It isn't important, because I don't really know, see, that was one of the
pictures, and you look, terrible picture, but that was in St. George Buffet, that was an
Englishman. See this is [unclear] and that's my sister, was terrible picture, because
my sister was very pretty and she looks so horrible there. And that's my Mama and
then an English, one of our English friends. No, that was St. George Buffet, I just see
it now. Would you see that? [laughs] Has nothing to do with it. One of my, of my
students, Mr. Mabille wrote that. Can you read that? That's this German [unclear] .

Hochstadt: "Liebe Frau Do/ctor ... "
Parks: "Liebe Hen- Do/ctor . .. "
Hochstadt: "Herr Do/ctor, Hier sind ... " go ahead.
Parks: "Hier sind meine neuen Brillen. !ch hojfe, dafi Sie jetzt in Ordnung sind. Bitte geben
Sie sie dem Biry zuriic/c," that was his servant, "mit vie/en Dank und besten Griifien, Mahi/le."
And he send me that later on with an, let me know how much, how well I did for him.
"Lieber Hen- Mahi/le, Die Brillen sind jetzt richtig. Gratulation zu Ihren ausgezeichneten
Sprach/cenntnissen. Beste Grufie." [laughs] That was, and he sent me that [unclear] .
Hochstadt: You were teaching him German?
Parks: Yeah, oh, I, no, most of them, all the French people were German. French I
had only for the children, you know.
Hochstadt: I see, so you were teaching all these French people ...
Parks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: ... there it is, Mr. Jean Mabille ...
Parks: Mabille, yeah, that's with his family.
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Hochstadt: ... from the Banque de l'Indochine ...
Parks: He was the Director.
Hochstadt: And you taught German ...
Parks: ... German to Mr. ...
Hochstadt: ... to him, his wife and their daughter.
Parks: And that was the, two daughters, yeah. Yeah, that is Anselle, you see, they
learned French, depending on ...
Hochstadt: I see, so, so these were all these French people who were ...
Parks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: ... interested in learning German.
Parks: Yes, they all learned .. .
Hochstadt: ... because they .. .
Parks: Most of them spoke German.
Hochstadt: ... because they were now connected with the Vichy government and the
Vichy government was ...
Parks: Yeah, but they had that before, the Vichy, well, yes, and after that they
continued, they still continued. Even when de Gaulle [unclear] , then they still
continued. For instance, this is Baronne Guy Fain. I taught German, she was, she was
one of my favorite, she was a wonderful woman, I liked her a lot. I like to show you
that later, but that's what she took. She learned German. She was English, married to
the French Consul. She was a lovely person. I liked her so. There were, see for
instance, that's [unclear] shall I, that's, can you read it?
Hochstadt: "During nine months I took German lessons with Madame Pollak, who
enabled me to make incredible progress. She is the best professor I have ever had for
any subject, and it is for me a great pity that I cannot continue, something, to my
departure for Europe."
Parks: Yeah, when they had to leave.
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Hochstadt: So this is by Baronne Guy Fain, F-A-1-N.
Parks:

[unclear]

Hochstadt: And he was the French Consul General. So this was, this is a ...
Parks: She, she give me that when she left.
Hochstadt: ... a recommendation for you.
Parks: She said to me, when she left in '45, '45-'46 was when they all left, '45 she
said to me, "I have for you something. I want you to have that."
Hochstadt: I see. So this is a recommendation you could use.
Parks: Yeah, she sent me also, eve1ywhere she sent me all the time, she was very nice,
I liked her a lot. I mostly had breakfast with her in the morning.
Hochstadt: Could you use, were you able at some point to use any of these
recommendations to help you?
Parks: No, not really, you know, because the people in Shanghai, the French people, I
knew them and they lrnew me. They were all so nice. I can never forget them, I really
can never forget them. Well, where would it, so [unclear] . You are sure you don't
want to drink a soda or so?
Hochstadt: No, I'm fine, thank you.
Parks: That was the Proklamation. Oh, that was terrible. So, yeah, then I stayed with
Mr. and Mrs. Cloarac. So when we arrived, when, after I was better and I went back
to, to Hongkew, my parents were there already. And when I arrived in Hongkew, we
were ready to arrange the one room, we had to, we took only one room, it cost us so
much money. So we wanted to arrange it so that my mother, father, Felix and I could
live in this room. But when, you lrnow, we didn't think that we would stay there, but
we thought for a time, until we can find something that's good. But when we came,
the Chinese people who had rented, had meanwhile built, under the ceiling, they had
built a type of galleria, you lrnow? So they lived with us. We didn't, we couldn't
understand, we come in and we see that they have, they didn't want to give up this
house. They wanted that money, but they didn't, it was hard to do something, so.
They had tables there and their beds and eve1ything on this gallery around us. So we
had this room and they were living upstairs.
So then all the, you lrnow, all the stateless people who had jobs in Shanghai or
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who had some business or so, they had to apply for a special, that's what I wanted to,
special passport, and I'll show you the passport that we had to apply for. [unclear]
Now, here, here's the special passport. Oh, first, one of the applications that I had.
Hochstadt: This was, it says ...
Parks: That, that ...
Hochstadt: This is from the Consulat General de France, Shanghai, to the Shanghai
Stateless Refugees Affairs Bureau, 70 Muirhead Road. This is from ...
Parks: You see, that's not correct, because his secretary must have been, she made so
many mistakes. [unclear]
Hochstadt: This is for Paula Pollak to ask, to say that you're employed "as a teacher
and governess for my children since September 1942," and the total salaiy is $1020 a
month.
Parks: Yeah, that was Chinese dollars.
Hochstadt: And then, "Delive1y of prolongation of this special pass by the courtesy
of the Japanese authority shall be much appreciated." So this was to allow you to stay
out?
Parks: But that was not the first one.
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: That was, I don't lrnow, I don't have the first ones, they never gave it to us, we
had to leave it. Somehow I am surprised that I do have that, because, you see, it has
already the number that he, that this Ghoya, that was Ghoya. 5
Hochstadt: So this was the thirteenth of October 1943, you were still able to stay out
of the, Hongkew all the way until then.
Parks: Yeah, I could, I could, so ...

5

Kanoh Ghoya was a Japanese official in the Bureau of Stateless Refugee Affairs.
Ghoya was charged with issuing passes for refugees who wished to leave the ghetto for business
purposes during the day. His cap1iciousness and occasional brutality are remembered by all who
came into contact with him.
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Hochstadt: So were you living then ... ?
Parks: I still, I lived in Hongkew, but I could go during the day and do what ...
Hochstadt: Oh, this is not to stay out of the, Hongkew. This is just to come out
eve1y day to teach.
Parks: That I can in the morning go there and that I can go home. Not many had it,
it was very tough. It was a terrible thing to do. You see, oh, I get to that anyway, I'll
show you that then and you will understand it.
Hochstadt: And this is the guarantee, the Baro-, Comte de Courtils guarantees your
good behavior and whereabouts.

Parks: Yeah, that's right, he was responsible for that.
Hochstadt: The English is not very good.
Parks: No, his secreta1y, I, I remember that I spoke to him about that even. But
that's, yeah, that ...
Hochstadt: Why was this written in English? Even the Japanese ... ?
Parks: Oh, the Japanese had to get it.
Hochstadt: And so the Japanese wanted it in English rather than in French.
Parks: Oh, French, they wouldn't have been able to, there they had an interpreter,
the Japanese had an interpreter to ...
Hochstadt: And this, and the address here, 1134 East Yuhang Road.
Parks: Yeah, that's where we lived then, later on, yeah.
Hochstadt: Is this in the, this is in Hongkew?
Parks: Yeah, yeah, yeah, that was not any more that lousy place where we lived
together with the galleria. That was not ...
Hochstadt: I see, that only lasted a short time?
Parks: Very short time. We couldn't take that, we didn't know that they are doing
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that. You had no rights, you couldn't do anything, so we, all we did is we moved out
from there.
Hochstadt: "And the new pass should extend to ten o'clock at night to allow Mrs.
Pollak to attend her duty until the children go to bed."
Parks: Okay, then, that's when I give you that blue, so we had, whoever [unclear] ,
that's when we got the passport. Blue passports were for a period of more than one
month. Pink ones for short time. Like Felix got only a pink one, he was annoyed and
his boss had to come, and I don't know what. Felix got ve1y annoyed with him. They
couldn't do anything about it, so his boss had to come eve1y month. Later on they
wanted my boss also to come when it was time.
So hundreds of applicants were standing in line and some of us cried, because it
happened often that Mr. Ghoya, this Mr. Ghoya who was the big shot, you have heard
of him?
Hochstadt: Yes.
Parks: That Mr. Ghoya, the Japanese ldng of Hongkew, with his, he had such a
terrible sadistic smile, and his victims had to endure hour long, sometimes day long
standing under terrible conditions. It was sometimes hot or freezing, and they had all
to go through all this. And that was terrible when those applications were refused, and
very often. I remember a man by the name of, his name was [unclear] , and he was,
what was he, I don't, somehow a milita1y, I don't know, in the old Austrian-Hungarian
army, 1914 to '18. He was forced to stand outside after an interview didn't turn out
the way Ghoya wanted it. For instance, he could say like that, he ask a question, and
the man would say, "Yes," and he would say, "Yes who?" So it's, sometimes people
didn't know what he wanted. "Yes, sir," you had to say, you know? It was terrible, he
was terrible.
Once when the line was so long, but I doubted that I could wait so long time, I
called the Consul and when he heard the situation, he came and he went up with me
to Ghoya. That was one of the ve1y few times there that I saw him very polite and
smiling, he was always smiling when he was talldng to, then he was already Consul.
He invited the Consul to go to the Meny Widow, which was presented by a group of
singers from the refugees. We had ve1y good actors and singers, very good ones. All'
Austrian and German immigrants from Hongkew. But that, so then he, that was, that
was the passport that he got and, see.
Hochstadt: And how long was this good for?
Parks: That was good for three months, but then he crossed, I don't know what
happened.
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Hochstadt: This is from 1944.
Parks: Yeah, but he crossed it out, I don't know. Turn around, it's the ...
Hochstadt: Oh, I see, this one has been stamped in Janua1y 1945 and May 1945,
June '45, July 1945, August 1945, so this kept being extended.
Parks: Yeah, yeah, he was ve1y polite to him. He was, and you know, I remember
that the Comte de Courtils said, "What's going on here? Why are all those people
standing?" He lrnew ve1y well why they were standing. So he said, "I don't know.
There are more and more people coming now." Look, here, that is Melchior, he was so
funny, he was a real good man. He made a joke out of this whole after that ... 6
Hochstadt: And you have this.
Parks: After ...
Hochstadt: I spoke to Ursula Melchior.
Parks: Oh, yeah?
Hochstadt: Yes, she lives ve1y close to where my parents live in California so I talked
to her last year.
Parks: Oh, oh, really?
Hochstadt: And she showed me one of these, too.
Parks: Oh, yeah? Her husband did that. What about him?
Hochstadt: He's dead now.
Parks: He is dead. What is she doing, is she still ... ?
Hochstadt: She was just living in this community called Leisure World in ...
Parks: Oh, that's also a retirement.

Parks refers to a set of cartoons drawn and published by Fritz Melchior after the war
ended, making fun of Ghoya.
6
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Hochstadt: Yeah, it's a retirement community. And she has an apartment. This is
this little pretend pass ...
Parks: Yeah, that ...
Hochstadt: ... facsimile pass, and it's all these pictures of Mr. Ghoya.
Parks: Yeah, and, and I thought this ...
Hochstadt: Ghoya the First, former king of Hongkew.
Parks: I thought this, because this is really, you know, it was so silly sometimes. You
know, people came there and then, it was like that that they say, give me a list of your
customers and [unclear] some people.
Hochstadt: Yes. So these were, you could buy these, then, at the end of the ... ?
Parks: Yeah, that was after that, we all bought it, we all bought that. He was a good
director, Melchior, ve1y good.
Hochstadt: Friedrich Melchior.
Parks: So you saw that already.
Hochstadt: Yes, and this is something else?
Parks: I don't lrnow, that must have fallen out when I was looking for, but it was
really like that, that he, he was terrible, this guy. When he, yeah, he played the violin.
[laughs] Where was I? Melchior [unclear] .
Hochstadt: Shall we turn the light on so you can read that more easily?
Parks: Maybe we should, maybe we should. You are sure you don't want a
sandwich?
Hochstadt: I'm fine really, I'm not hungry.
Parks: A sandwich. So what does your family do meanwhile?
Hochstadt: My father is retired.
Parks: No, I meant now when you ...
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Hochstadt: Oh, my family, they're vacationing in Venice with ...
Parks: I lrnow ...
Hochstadt: ... my wife's parents.
Parks: I know .. .
Hochstadt: They're probably swimming in the ocean.
Parks: Now?
Hochstadt: Yes, or playing tennis.
Parks: Yeah, so you miss that. Do you play tennis?
Hochstadt: Yes, yes, my whole family plays a lot of tennis.
Parks: That's good, a family. You like to watch the big ones when they play?
Hochstadt: Yes.
Parks: Yeah, they play good tennis now, even the women.
Hochstadt: Yes, quite good.
Parks: I think they changed now the game. Before the women were not so
interesting, but now they really are. I like to watch them. I have, so, so, well,
unfortunately Comte de Courtils died in December '45. December '45 he died.
Hochstadt: He was a very young man, wasn't he?
Parks: Yeah, he was young. When he was there, when he went with me to Ghoya,
that wasn't too long before that.
Hochstadt: So this is his obitua1y, Count de Courtils.
Parks: Yeah, that, it's all French?
Hochstadt: This is a French newspaper, Le Courier de Chine, and this is produced in
Shanghai.
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Parks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: Was this produced throughout the war, was this newspaper ... ?
Parks: Yeah. Courier de Chinois. And we had a lot of newspapers. The immigrants
had newspapers.
Hochstadt: This is produced by the Consulat.
Parks: I don't think by the Consulat.
Hochstadt: Oh, I see, oh, Rue de Consulat.
Parks: Yeah, Rue de Consulat was a [unclear] . No, they didn't have one. There
were of course a lot of English papers.
Hochstadt: Now this says "premiere annee."
Parks: Let me see.
Hochstadt: So di•d that just start in 1945 perhaps?
Parks: I don't think so. I don't think so. Isn't that stupid, that I don't have, I have
so many papers from, I don't know, premiere annee. I don't know, I've never realized
that. I'm not very observant, I haven't seen that. Maybe, maybe it was the first, but I
remember always having read the French paper.
Hochstadt: Maybe there were other French papers.
Parks: Maybe there were others. See, that also, and I have everything without the
date. That's great, eh?
Hochstadt: Then here is ...
Parks: That's an English one, that's one she left.
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: So, where were we? Yeah, when he died, yeah, that was a very sad story. And
he died in December '45 and the Comtesse de Courtils left with her children in 1946.
And most of my students left in 1946, '45, '46. I was very, it was a bad time, a
terrible time when they all left. One of my students was a beautiful girl, Janine

42

Guillaume. She was the daughter of Baron and the Baronesse, Baron and Baronne
Beaudoin Guillaume. Is it there?
Hochstadt: Yes, who worked for the Credit Foncier d'Extreme Orient, general
manager.
Parks: See, Mr. Anselle at the time, at the beginning, I told you he was in Hankow,
then he was transferred to Shanghai. But this, he was, he worked for the Credit
Fonder. He was the agent of Hankow, for instance. We had agencies in Hankow, in
Hong Kong, in Tientsin, in Tsinan, in all, you know, even in, then it was called
Formosa. Now it's Taiwan. Yeah, that's where we had those agencies. And Janine
was, she, I prepared her for her bachot. I don't know, I have her letter, where she says
that she's so grateful to me, she was, she did so ve1y well, etcetera. It's not important.
He was Director de Chine, he was Director de Chine du Credit Fonder d'Extreme
Orient, and he offered me a job as his secretary. I had no commercial background ...

Hochstadt: This is after the war is over now in 1946.
Parks: Yeah, yeah, yeah, and most of my students had left. But he promised me that
he would be patient with me, because I said, well, I mean, it is hard for me, I can do a
little bit typing and I didn't take shorthand. So I thought it will not be a good place
for me, and I thought he would be so unhappy with me. Yeah, he promised me that,
when I told him that. The first weeks I was certainly not a very important asset for
the cqmpany. They were one of the largest real estate firms with agencies all over.
Head office was in Brussels in Belgium, but the siege social for China was in Shanghai,
for the Chinese agencies, you know. Everything together, we, they had agencies like in
Singapore and everywhere. So altogether it was, the siege social was in Brussels.
Hochstadt: Siege, what is ... ?
Parks: Credit Fonder d'Extreme Orient.
Hochstadt: What is siege?
Parks: Siege social is head office, siege is the seat.
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: But that's, somehow must be here. Yeah, there's one like [unclear] , see?
Hochstadt: This is a certificate ...
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Parks: Yeah, that's when I left, that's when ...
Hochstadt: ... from Baron Guillaume, Director General of Credit Fancier, declares
that you were a secretary for three years for him, until August, or from August 1946 to
September 1949.
Parks: Yeah, I should have it, it's a ...
Hochstadt: And was this helpful to you at all?
Parks: I didn't need, no, not for New York, for Canada, I went then to Canada.
Hochstadt: And this is in English.

Parks: Yeah, but I didn't write it, because it's not good at all, and I told him so.
Hochstadt: "I cannot praise sufficiently her work, reliability and discretion. It is to
my greatest regret that I have to lose her assistance on account of her departure to
Canada."
Parks: Yeah, he was a wonderful boss. All my, I was so fortunate, I was always ve1y,
very fortunate. I had, okay, so this I think I have. That's what de Courtils gave me,
but this is not, here's the translation of it, I think so.
Hochstadt: This is another recommendation about you teaching his son ...
Parks: Yeah, they all gave me ...
Hochstadt: ... Guy ...
Parks: Guy de Courtils was his, that's, that's Madame de Courtils. Then he was
already dead, when she gave me that, when she left. Always when they left, they
always gave me that.
Hochstadt: "Her perfect knowledge of languages, French, English and German ... "
Parks: My English was never good. Yeah, that was for me. They were all so nice. So,
well, it's a long time, you will have to go to your family.
Hochstadt: Oh I'm, until we finish I'm not in a big rush.
Parks: Okay. So the head office I told you was in Brussels, but the head office for
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China was in Shanghai, and my boss was the big boss for Shanghai. So a portion of
our office was, this office was in the Shelby, the, you know is that still in?

Hochstadt: I don't lrnow.
Parks: That's on the Bund ...
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: ... Bund, close to the water ...

END SIDE A, TAPE 2

BEGIN SIDE B, TAPE 2

Hochstadt: So.

Parks: So. So the office, a portion of the office, that was Number 1, the Bund,
Number 1, the Bund, was occupied by the agency, Shanghai agency, and the other
portion was occupied by the Direction de Chine, by the Director of China which was my
bqss. And every agency had, had its agent and had to submit all important questions
to the Direction de Chine. Baron Guillaume, he was a wonderful man and very well
liked by eve1ybody. I learned then coding, you lrnow, of the telegrams, cables. We
had to send our telegrams coded to Brussels, for instance, and Brussels would code,
send us coded telegrams and we had to, how do you say it in English ... ?
Hochstadt: Decode.
Parks: Decode, yes, so that's what we did, and that I liked so very much. That was a
wonderful thing to do. And if they were long, and then the siege social, they would look
if we have used too many work, words for such and such thing, you lrnow, you could
have done it shorter, you could have used so and so many words and so. It was very
interesting. Yeah, that I did a lot.
And then was the day when we left, and then I looked downstairs from the
terrace and I saw the ships and it was a sad story. It was something like a nostalgic
feeling that, that I will leave this place, you lrnow, where I was so happy. Yeah, I was
so happy. My boss stayed still longer in Shanghai, and, but my sister had already left.
Yeah, I have to tell you about my sister. Yeah, that was a good time, I liked my job.
[unclear] all my jobs. I think that I haven't told you. Yeah, see, I haven't told you
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that. Yeah, I didn't, I told you that we moved from this place and we moved to
another small room in the Designated Area, and we lived then not far from them.
That was before I had [unclear] . I forgot to tell you that. My sister and her
husband and his mother, they lived together with Gigi, that was the baby, all four in
one room, where Ernst, my brother-in-law, had his tailoring business. And it was very
hard to, to earn a living then in Shanghai, because people didn't make money, they
didn't have passports, so they couldn't leave, and it was hard to get a job. And, yeah,
then, you knew about the passport, that it was ve1y hard to get it. Many times, many
were, we were, a lot of people were sick in this time and my niece, Gigi, little Gigi, she
got rheumatic fever and, after she had the measles, and the doctor's advice to her
parents to take the first opportunity to leave with their daughter and to go to another
better climate, any climate was better.

Hochstadt: So this is after the war is over now?
Parks: Yeah, the war is over and she was sick and they wanted to leave. It wasn't so
easy. And the doctor's advice to her parents that they should leave. My niece, in this
time she spent, she had this rheumatic fever after the measles, she spent six month in
Ward Road Hospital, and it was, that was a terrible time for my sister and brother-inlaw. They had to leave the little girl at the hospital and, after the visiting hours. It
was heartbreaking. You could always see her face following her parents when they
walked to the door, you know [unclear] .
But, but you know, nobody can say enough about the doctors, our doctors.
They were refugee doctors, emigrants. Dr. Kraus, did you ever hear from him? And
then there was Dr. Buchbinder, and who else? Liiwenstamm, then Dr. Elias, and a
woman, Dr. Landau. I don't even know all the names any more. They were so good
as doctors, but they were all our friends really. And they played with Gigi, Dr.
Buchbinder came and between visiting hours they would always come with paper dolls
or something. He cut that out for Gigi, and then he read to her, and the others too,
they read fairy tales for her, disguised her to look like an old lady or some faily tale
figure. So we were fortunate to have some good care. We had all tropical diseases.
Felix had a ve1y severe case of typhoid. Ernst, my brother-in-law, had malaria.
And in '47 my sister and brother-in-law and his mother and Gigi left for Israel.
But my brother-in-law couldn't find any work, he couldn't speak, you know, he spoke
English, that didn't help very much. So they left and they, they waited in Vienna.
They went to Vienna, but they stayed only, not very long time, and they joined us
then in Montreal. We prepared for them to come to Mont-, because they didn't
intend to stay in, in Austria. It was a terrible st01y. My sister [unclear] she suffered
so much. That I have shown, I have shown you the Credit Fancier of China [unclear]
from people that I knew from Shanghai. I have so many of all those letters from all
those people. Yeah, I think that's all. Nothing. That one is Felix, that's me. I've got
so many pictures from us ...
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Hochstadt: These are pictures of you?
Parks: That was when I was very sick, that's one of my, yeah, my pictures.
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: That's when I was with Felix.
Hochstadt: And where is this?
Parks: I don't know what these are good for. You know, I don't believe that, this
isn't even from China. This seems to be from, from, I think it's Montreal. It could be
China, I don't know.
Hochstadt: And then this is part of your passport.
Parks: Oh that is, that's already, no, that's, yeah, that's what Felix, that's from Felix
in China, yeah, that's in China. Now, is that also from China? That's all China. And
this, oh yeah, the only one who ever has seen this, I thought that you have never seen
that.
Hochstadt: This is a passport from Shanghai for June 1948.
Piirks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: Tell me about your plans to leave and leaving Shanghai.
Parks: Shanghai? I, when, when my, everybody said we should leave. We shouldn't
stay when the Communists came.
Hochstadt: When did you start hearing about the Communists?
Parks: Oh, we heard, I heard it long time, I mean, I heard it from the [unclear] and
everybody knew. They had bulletins and so we knew it. But you know, in my office I
must say that the people were ve1y, ve1y nice. We had all this, my co-workers were
mostly Chinese. They were, I was the only foreign woman, doesn't matter, I was the
only foreign woman and there were about maybe four, five men, agents. No, one was
the agent and the others were not, and the others had other office jobs. But we had a
lot of Chinese. And I, really I thought that they were so nice to me, the Communists,
my, my co-workers.
Hochstadt: They were Communists?
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Parks: Well, everybody was when the Communists came, whether they were before
I'm not sure.
Hochstadt: I see.
Parks: They liked ve1y much this company, they liked it, and they were treated very
well and ...
Hochstadt: So the Communists arrived before you left?
Parks: Oh yes, oh yes, and, but we were, we thought that we should probably leave
before, before the Communists came. So Baron Guillaume said to me, "Look here, I'm
here, my daughter," she worked in the Hong Kong-Shanghai Bank, he wanted her to
get experience so she wouldn't, where the lions are outside ...
Hochstadt: Yes.
Parks: ... that's where she worked, she had an important job for them. And he said,
"Look, my daughter's still here, I'm here with my wife. It's really not dangerous."
And so we stayed, but then we thought we, most of the immigrants left, emigrants in
this case, they left, so we thought we should also go. So we prepared to take, it was
"President Gordon", I suppose, no, it's not "President", "General Gordon", or what
was the name of the vessel of the President Line. So we decided we will go to Canada
~o wait for our papers for the United States.
Hochstadt: So you had applied for papers to come to the United States?
Parks: Oh yeah, we, we really wanted to go to the United States from, from Vienna ..

Hochstadt: Right.
Parks: ... from the very beginning. That's what we really wanted.
Hochstadt: Why? Why to the United States instead of Canada, for example?
Parks: First of all, I thought that United States would be better for, for work and for
everything else. I, we were three years in Canada and it was cold. And also I came
from Shanghai. We never knew about nationalities, we didn't care about nationalities,
you know? Whether this one was French, whether he was English, whether he was
American, it didn't matter in Shanghai. It was international, it really was. And in
Canada it was different. All of a sudden, you !mow, I worked in Canada in a chain

48

store, Enterprise. Do you know Montreal or ... ?
Hochstadt: A little bit.
Parks: That was a chain store, Enterprise. It was, it was a nice place. But only the
English people, they wouldn't mix with the French. And the Jewish people, they kept
[unclear] , you know, it wasn't like in China where we were all together. And we liked
to be with the Chinese people, and French people, English. There was no, we didn't
feel that. Sometimes we didn't even know where people came from. Canada, I didn't
like the Klima, the climate. It was ve1y cold in Montreal.
Hochstadt: When you were working for the French people all during the war and
then after the war was over, was there ever any problem that, for example, the Vichy
government had anti-Semitic policies in France?
Parks: You see? I was al-, I'm always told that the French people don't like the Jews.
I never saw that, I really never saw it. Of course the Vichy government at this time,
some of them must have liked it. Why? Because that, that protected them from, you
know, in a way the Vichy government was not for them so bad, because otherwise
they, at a certain time they said they have to leave Shanghai and they have to go to
France back, to go to the army.
Hochstadt: Who said that?
Parks: Oh yeah, in Shanghai, many, they were prepared to go for a certain time.
Hochstadt: The French people.
Parks: Yeah, the French people was, were prepared to go. So later on that was
straightened out. You know, there were some who were for de Gaulle, there were some
who were for Petain, but it never created any problem between them, they were still
friends. They discussed it and they were not, you know. Look this one, I just found
that before, this was ...
Hochstadt: So you heard some of these discussions with the French people ... ?
Parks: Oh yeah, yeah, they discussed it in a very friendly way. And they said, "Do
you know that this one is for Vichy?" The other one said, was like Baronne Fain, they
were for de Gaulle of course. That's the, like, [unclear] that was Grison, he was
commander of, Grison, do I have him?

Hochstadt: I think that you do, Commandant Frarn;:ois Grison, G-R-I-S-O-N, who
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was the commander of French forces in Africa.

Parks: That was it, and he went back to, he went then back to Casablanca after the
war. He was a ve1y, very nice guy, very nice, yes. And, well they discussed it, the one,
for instance, was for Vichy, so they said, "Have you heard that so and so, he's really a
de Gaullist." The other one said, "Really, I'm surprised." But that's how far ...
Hochstadt: So you never felt any ... ?
Parks: No, no.
Hochstadt: And they never had any problems with employing you, a Jewish woman,
as ... ?
Parks: No, oh no, oh no, no, no, I never, I never felt that. All the people told me all
the time, "Do you know the French people are really anti-Semitic?" And I said,
"That's what I continuously hear." I didn't feel it, I really didn't feel it.

BREAK IN RECORDING

Hochstadt: Now ...
Parks: It's a good thing that nobody's going to hear that, I hope.
Hochstadt: I'm going to hear it.
Parks: Yeah, but that's how far, that's how far it goes. Otherwise nobody hears that,
okay. Because in there you will phrase it the way you should, in your book.
Hochstadt: Well, I might, some of the things that you say, I would not want to
change the way you say it.
Parks: Oh, I don't want ...
Hochstadt: But now I have another question for you. You had here on your, on this
list that you worked in the Kadoorie School?
Parks: Yeah, but that, forget about it, because it was really, I went there, what did I
make, a year or so, because that's, that's incorrect. Because I went there only because
somebody wanted to take the lessons over there, so it has nothing to do with Kadoorie
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really.
Hochstadt: I see, so you didn't teach the students there.
Parks: No, no, no. No. De Bus, you see they were all, later on I found them all
back. I was teaching his four daughters, de Bus de Warnaffe, he came also from
Belgium, and later on I found them all in the Credit Fonder d'Extreme Orient, and
Anselle was from the Credit Fonder d'Extreme Orient. Oh, they were all from, I met
them all, de Santerre, oh, he was from the Com-, no, yeah, he came then, he joined the
Credit Fonder d'Extreme Orient. He was from another real estate firm, but he joined
also, the [unclear] . Yeah, that I have to cross out, because it's only, that's confusing
and it's not true, because that's only people who came there ...
Hochstadt: Do you want to use this?
Parks: ... yeah, to take lessons and that isn't true. That, I was in the school, but
not, oh yeah, I wanted to show you, that's of interest to you. Yeah, French classes is
right, but not, wait a minute, I wanted to show you that. You probably have, you
know if, that's not, everything is so mixed up. Where? [unclear] I don't know
whether it's important. That was a, from the newspaper for people who went, I think
that was Kadoorie and somebody else who went there, you probably know it.
Hochstadt: It doesn't matter. But could I ask a couple of questions ...
Parks: Yeah, sure.
Hochstadt: ... that are left over here? Why did your sister come to Shanghai from
England?
Parks: Because we love each other so much.
Hochstadt: It was a family, it was just to be with the family.
Parks: It was, we wanted, she always said to me, "You will not be without me, I will
not be without you. Whatever it is, we will always be together." And then she died.
My sister died. She came, she came to Canada and then we went from Canada here,
she followed us here, and here she died. In New York. That was the most terrible
thing. Okay, want some, take some fruit?
Hochstadt: No, thank you, really, I'm quite full. Then I had another question ...
Parks: Yeah.
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Hochstadt: ... going back to Vienna. You took these courses in x-ray, to learn about
x-rays. Did you take them just because you thought you were going away and you
needed to have some ... ?
Parks: Yeah, that was the only reason. I had a ve1y good friend, Dr. Thornberg, and
he was, he, Einstein sent him the affidavit because he was very gifted, he was very well
known in Vienna. And he had the connection with Dr. Borach, who was then the
radiologist in this hospital. And Dr. Thornberg said to me, "This is a ridiculous
situation. You speak French and German, what's that? That's nothing. You go
maybe somewhere where you won't be able to use it, so what, how are you going to
make money there?" So he felt that I should do something and he said he will talk to
Borach whether he's going to take me.
Hochstadt: So you knew this Dr. Thornberg?
Parks: Yeah, I knew him very well, yeah. And he was the one who suggested that I do
that. Yeah, that was the main reason. I would never have had this idea to learn that.
Everybody, you know, everybody started to do something in Vienna all of a sudden.
Hitler was in Germany, we knew he will come and when we saw them in the streets ..

Hochstadt: Is this before the Anschlufi or after ... ?
Parks: Yeah.
Hochstadt: Even before theAnschlufi.
Parks: But I started only after the Anschlufi. I didn't think of that. Only this
Thornberg, he was the one who said everybody should really learn something that they
can use in any country. It doesn't help you to do this, that. You have to, language is
okay if you have a certain profession. But if you don't have a profession, you don't
know whether people want to study that. And my nie-, my sister, well, she spoke also
French. She spoke English much better than I did, and later on, of course, when she
went to London she spoke still a lot better. Then she went to cooking classes and she
liked this very, very well, she was an excellent cook.
Hochstadt: She was able to use that then at the St. George Buffet.
Parks: Yeah, but in London also, that, you know, and she could have stayed in
London and eve1ything would have been okay. But then she, I remember that she did
all kind of cakes, specialized in all those good Viennese desserts, you know.
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Hochstadt: In Shanghai?
Parks: That she made in Shanghai too, but she did it every Friday, we had excellent
desserts, because she made it for all of us, and my husband Felix, he loved that. Oh
yeah. So she learned that. It was good for her, yes, she used it in Shanghai, too. But
then later on when my niece was born, and then it wasn't so easy for her to work. No,
I would never have learned x-rays. But then later on when I was worldng with it, it
fascinated me, yeah, yes, I liked it a lot. And nobody really thought it was so
dangerous, but, you know, they said well, you have to, this professor Roentgen was the
one who, he was the one who had, I don't know what type of gloves that he was
wearing and so. And Dr. Marx was the one who always said, "No, no." I wanted, after
that when I had started it, I liked it a lot. And I thought this combination of worldng
in a French hospital would be nice. Well, he thought that it, he meant well. But I
should say that I'm grateful to him, because that enabled me to do other things and I
have got the contact with those nice people. Have you seen Mrs. Hartwich?
Hochstadt: No.
Parks: She's the, she was the teacher of ...
Hochstadt: She was a teacher.
Parks: She was the director of the Kadoorie School. And you know, when, when I
first met Mr. Hilleli, I told you Hilleli was the Arabian Jews who were so very nice to
us. He asked me to teach his children French. I remember that I played with them
tennis and so, it was ver-, they were very nice people. And I almost accepted this and
Felix wanted me to take this job with him, and he told me, he will see, "I can get for
you another job, and you will have a nice, you will have nice work in Shanghai." And
in the meantime I met the French people, Cloarac, that was between Anselle, I met
Cloarac and I liked the Cloarac people also. So I had a choice, I didn't know what to
do, shall I do this or shall I do that? And then when I went to Pei-tai-ho, to North
China, I met Hillelis again. They were also in North China for the summer, and Mrs.
Hartwich was, had the same job that I had but with Cloaracs, she had it with the
Hillelis. And she didn't like Pei-tai-ho, I think, she didn't like it very much. But then,
when we came, and Felix always said, "I wish you would have taken the job with
Hillelis. He's so wonderful and Mrs. Hilleli's so wonderful, I like the children so
much," and, but I did like the French people too. And then she got, Hilleli, Hilleli was
the one who helped her to get the job in the Kadoorie Schul, School. He had very
good connections, he was a wonderful man. I met them many times and always had a
warm spot for this family. All of them, I liked them all, there was not one of the
people I worked with that I didn't like very much.

53

Hochstadt: Did your parents come to the United States or come to Canada also?
Parks: Canada. We went with them to Canada and we went with them to the United
States. Yeah. They liked it very much here.

I

Hochstadt: When you left Shanghai, were you able to bring money to the United
States, any savings that you had, or ... ?
Parks: Yeah, but not so much, not too much. We didn't have too much, but we did
have, so that at least for the first while, until I got jobs, I got money. Yeah, not, I had,
I took some money. We didn't get too much. But we were able to live here without
having problems. We didn't have to go to [unclear] . My parents couldn't work in
Canada any more.
Hochstadt: Why was that?
Parks: They were already too old.
Hochstadt: They were too old.

1
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Parks: Yeah, my parents were too old. My father was, what was Papa, yeah, he must
have been, we left in '49 Shanghai for Canada. Yeah, I wanted to stay, I wanted to go
to Montreal because of French, I thought it's like the same. It was not the same. But,
no, French families in Shanghai were very different from the one in Canada. But then
my, one of my students, that was, I don't know who it was that said to me, "You don't
· know French people, you have no idea, because you never knew French people. You
know only the elite of the French people," he said. [laughs] Maybe he was right, I
don't know.
Hochstadt: Was your husband able to start work again in Montreal?
Parks: Yeah, but the, he couldn't, what was bad for him was that he, he had very, he
got only jobs, he wasn't used to these type jobs. He didn't get the job as a designer
anywhere, only all kind of jobs he took. I don't know how many jobs, maybe twelve
he had in three years. And when he told me about the jobs I can't, it was so funny.
One he tried to work as, he was used to worldng to cut specials. He wasn't used to
having those in layers, to cut in layers, you know, had no idea. Then once he got the
job as an examiner, when he told me this story he said, he didn't realize all of a
sudden, I don't know where, how far that was from Montreal, very far. They picked
him up and he went there and then they, he had to check all the garments and he
didn't realize, it was a big, big size, he didn't realize it was for women. So the button
holes were on the wrong side and he didn't catch that, so they didn't even want to give
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him a ride back from that. [laughs] Oh, when he told the stories it was so funny.
What he went through. And he worked really hard. But he had, he was doing all right
in Shanghai.
Hochstadt: After the war, well, during the war, during the time that you were in the
Designated Area, was he able to keep that job that whole time?
Parks: Not all the time, but he always found something. Either he had, for a certain
time as long he got the pass and had no problem, so that was great. Then later on he
found a Russian place and they were very nice and they gave him a very good salary
for a long time. Schilene was the name I remember.
Hochstadt: Was that in the Designated Area, or was that also outside?
Parks: That was outside, in the Japanese, there were, they had many Japanese
customers, this, the Russian firm. And they asked him to come with them. Where
was it? Not in, it, I don't know where it was, in some other place in China, and they
offered him a very high salary. I couldn't go with him and so he decided that he's
going to stay, so they found something else. He worked with another emigrant and
they, he had, this one had a nice place in Hongkew and Felix worked with him and
they did all right. You know, there was one time when I was worldng at the Credit
Fonder, that my boss said to me, "Now we will, we will have some champagne the
next day." I said, "What's happening?" Because it was terrible for us, we were a real
estate firm, we lost so much money when, you know, when the Communists came.
And so he told me, you know, I always remember they had these large, large maps, you
know, where they had all the real estate, like in Hong Kong and so and you, Kowloon
and so, and I knew, he told me for instance this is called Immeuble 2 and this is
Immeuble 6 and then came the cables. "May we sell Immeuble Number 2, so and so, so
and so, so and so." And we would, my boss would then decide what to do.

BREAK IN RECORDING

Hochstadt: Should I turn ... ?

BREAK IN RECORDING

Parks: You want some, to put something on that? You want some sour cream with
strawberries?
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Hochstadt: No, that was very good. Now I just, I don't think I have any more
questions ...
Parks: Okay.
Hochstadt: ... that I, that I wanted to ask. Is there, well actually there was one
thing. You, the end of the war meant for you that many of these French people were
going back, and so that was, that was an unhappy thing for you.
Parks: Very unhappy.
Hochstadt: But for many of the other Jewish refugees the end of the war was a ...
Parks: It was, they were dancing in the street when we heard it, and I also, I was so
happy. I was happy, of course I was happy. And, and yet, I remember when I said to
Felix, "The only thing is that now all the French people are going to leave." And he
said, "Yeah, but you expected that one day." And the French people, some of them
wanted to help me if I want to go to a French place, you know, but it would have been
very hard.
Hochstadt: Did you ever think about going back to Vienna?
Parks: No, I didn't want to go to Vienna. And my mother said, "No, we are not
going back to Vienna." My father wanted to go, because he really, for him it was very
hard to get adjusted. He was typical.
Hochstadt: What was hard for him about adjusting to Shanghai?
Parks: Because he was, he was, eve1ybody thought that he is a real, he's a Vienna
boy, you know? His friends were from Vienna and he, when he went here to, for
instance, to the supermarket, it was so funny. The man in the supermarket, that meat,
wherever he bought the meat, he went with my mother, he said to me, "I don't know.
He speaks to me, he forces me to speak German and I don't understand a word of
what he's saying. Gets annoyed with me." That was typical for him, you know. He
spoke a little bit English, not too much. You must think that most of the emigrants
who lived in Hongkew, they hardly had any connection with this, with the French
people or the English people or so, they lived together. It was not really, I think it
was, for most people it was good. A terrible thing was when, of course, when Shanghai
was bombed. Especially sometimes when Hongkew was bombed, which happened
because that was close to, to the target.
Hochstadt: What kind of social life did you have?
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Parks: Oh, we had a wonderful social life. First of all, we had, we had this club in
Hongkew where we played, my husband liked to play chess, I liked to play bridge, my
husband played bridge, and we had ping pong.
SH: Where, what was the name of the club?
Parks: I think it was the, I don't know, it was Jewish Club or something? I don't
know, it was a club in Hongkew. We all went there. Then I came early from work, in
summer we didn't work so hard. Then I came early and we played, we played bridge
either in the garden or we went to the club. Oh, it was so nice. We had all kinds of
theater, we had all ldnds of concerts.
Hochstadt: And you went often to these things?

Parks: Yeah, very often. We went very often. We just went home, we dressed and
we went. We had so many friends, you know.
Hochstadt: Were your friends mostly from Vienna, or also from other parts of
Germany?

Parks: Well, some were from Germany. Most were from Vienna. And you know,
Hongkew was ve1y well liked. I remember a discussion, I don't know where it was, one
said, "Why can't we go to the French club tonight?" and so. "No, let's go to
Hongkew. They have the Meny Widow, they played the Meny Widow, and they do
such a great job, let's go." So the French people came. I remember I went out with
Cloaracs to Hongkew and it was, it was very nice there. We had so much fun. And
even, you know, the people helped each other. I remember that one man lost his wife,
so the others came and they put some, some Chinese stove on for him, they cooked for
him. Then he said, I remember he said, "My wife always, she could always repair my
stocldngs." That was before, we didn't have yet those type of stocldngs that you don't
repair. "She had something, it looked like a mushroom, she put that in, and then she
start to, can nobody help me?" Of course people helped him right away, everybody
helped. No, it was, it was not bad. Of course, to live in one of the like Ward Road
Heim, you say of this, this was not so easy.
Hochstadt: Did those people from the rleime, did they also come to the club?
Parks: No, I think, I think that most of them, they had the activities in the Heim.
But some of them did come to the club, I know. Oh yeah, there's one little German
poet1y that a man by the name of Levin had made, and I thought it was so wonderful.
Yeah, oh, that's in German. Since you speak German, you are very good, you speak,
that's maybe better to read than that.
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Hochstadt: Oh yes.

Parks: Wait a minute. I like that so very much. Can you read it?
Hochstadt: So this was after the war? When did he do this, does it say?
Parks: No, wait a minute, there's [unclear] maybe I can read it.
Hochstadt: It talks about UNRRA.
Parks: UNRRA, that was the ...
Hochstadt: United Nations, so that's after the war then.
Parks: [unclear] When, I think it is such a beautiful, it's really beautiful.
Hochstadt: Let me transl- ...

BREAK IN RECORDING

Hochstadt: Maybe I could just ask you if there's anything else that you, some special
thing that would tell me about life in Hongkew or some big event that you remember.
Parks: No. Big events. No, I can't really recall right now. I might, when you are
gone, when, the one that I'm so sorry that I don't have, I would have wanted you to
see Felix in front of this, it was so funny.
Hochstadt: That would have been nice. Or just what you would say now about how,
oops ...
Parks: No, leave it.
Hochstadt: ... about how your life in Shanghai affected you afterwards.
Parks: It affected me, yeah. It affected me in a certain way that, maybe you know
that I'm not so used to the life that I have now, without my husband, without my
sister, I don't say that it's normal that you lose your parents, as much as I, as I loved
them, I loved them so very, very much. But, you know, it's hard to live without any
activity. I was very ha-, I was very fortunate in New York ...

58

END SIDE B, TAPE 2

END OF INTERVIEW

