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MUSKIE STRESSES IABOR ~ DEMOCRATIC TIES

Senator Edmund 8. Muskie {(D-Maine) said today that ”:..t0 f'e_store trust In soclety
we firat must put government back on the side of the people. Théit will take action, nct
just words.

In a speech prepared for dellvery to a meeting in Washington, D. C. of the Naticnal
Planning Committee of tlie- Machinist Non~Partisan Political League, the Senator sald,
“Trade unions sre measwed by thelr success in . rasponding to and meeting the reeds of
t3ir members., That same test applies to our society as . a whole; and by that test therc
arae. many areas where ouwr soclety is fatling its members.

To re~cstablish citizens' confidencz in government, the Senrator said, "Governmens
can ast by establishing a meaningful program of naticaal health insurence ard by increcsing
tho: supply of health manr—wer and facilitics for igh quality health services.

"Goverktment can act to guarantee the right of each citizen to pursue the oppartanity
to work -- free frem the shackles of discriminntion, * poor health and lack of edugaticon o=
tra;ning.

"Wo need to -.enact lagiszlaiion to provent environmentally dangerous praducts fron

comaiyiinghe air end the water. We need to end the havoc of ‘the oil import quota pro~

gra'jn.

“Most important, we must esliDlich eguality between the buyer and the seller by
expanding the ccicent cif consumer rights and by imnroving the enforcement of those rigits. "

Senster Musiie sirecced the 2merican consumer's need for ‘“an-nInd‘ependent Qffice
of Consumer Affalrs in the Executive Branch,” and Y2tcess to tiwe Federal courts throush
clasp actions.

. "Thers are thosz who think that the partnership between working men and wemen and
the Democratic Party has pacsed,® the Senator sald. "They are wrong.
"It is cleer that Americans need a change, Not the appearance of change, nnt
change for its cwn sake, but change that will rekindle faith in our society and twrn disillusie.
et into trust.

“The democrztic Party and the labor movement in America sharse this desire for
responsible change, 2s we have shared the same goals in the past,
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