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Transcript

Don Nicoll: State your full name and when were you bornwainere and then we’ll get into
less formal, questioning.

Denis Blais: Name is Denis Blais, that's B-l-a-i-s, Denis ied\. It's French. | was born in
Canada, the youngest of twelve children, and weadd® Rhode Island, | was about three years
old. The principle reason was my dad’s health wagny good and they thought the climate,
the change in climate might be good.

DN: Where were you born in Canada?



DB: But he died- In, it's a little city outside ofu@bec City, about thirty miles from Quebec
City, a little north of St. George. But he diedrasy, | was about four or five years old when he
died. And grew up in Rhode Island, went to Cathstihool there for seven years and public
schools for about two years until | was old enotgbo to work. | was a going into sophomore
in high school, and | was more of less the solgsttghen, | had an infirm sister and my mother
who couldn’t speak a word of English, so | left@shthen went to work.

DN: And that was after your sophomore year?

DB: |didn’t complete the sophomore year. | wagteen in November and at that time you
could go to work.

DN: What did you do in the mill?

DB: Oh, odds and ends. | cleaned bobbins in thtideenrill and ended up as a stock clerk and

| used that venue to help organize the workersusecthe strongest group in the textile mill are
the loom fixers; they control pretty much who’s ggito do what. And they’d have to come
down for parts for their looms, and | had met theno organizer and |, you know, didn’t do any
arm twisting but if they wouldn’t sign a union caadmehow | was out of parts. So we were able
to get the lot of them signed up. And then we &a@lection and people voted union (?) and
from there we organized three or four other places.

DN: What year was that?

DB: That was in 1938, ‘39, towards the end of ‘2d in ‘40 | went to work for the union, |
was getting ten dollars a week. At that time thias a lot of money.

DN: You went to work full-time for the union in 1940

DB: Yeah, | became a business agent there, comtinatinegotiating contracts and
organizing and so on, in 1940.

DN: What was the, and this was the textile workeism..?

DB: Textile, yeah, textile industry. Rhode Islakiéest Warwick, Rhode Island was quite a
large center. Some of the old B.B.&R. Knight Companills there, and some of the Berkshire
Hathaway. Berkshire, of course, is the company, traginally the company that Buffet owns
all that stock in. The old B.B.&R. Knight. Thewdha lot of plants in Rhode Island and
Massachusetts, western Massachusetts in the Berksileia.

DN: Now, you worked for the union until when?

DB: Well, I, until I went into service in 19-, midelbf 1943, and | came out in ‘46 and went
back to work for the union as an organizer. | digo back to administrative work at that time.



DN: And where were you in the service?

DB: Well, I went to England, | was with the 110thr@eal Hospital Unit. | was a surgical
technician and worked mostly in the operating rodviet some of the, | don’t know if you
remember Dr. Konecki that used to be urologist la¢ist. -, well he was the chief urologist at
110th General Hospital. | met him when we comekitaare and kept in touch with some of the
people.

DN: So you were in the service until '46. . . .

DB: Forty-six, yeah. While | was in the serviceol gnarried.

DN: Was your wife from Rhode Island?

DB: Yes, she was born in Rhode Island.

DN: And you went back to the union after the war?

DB: Yes, | went back organizing for a couple of geand it was sort of a quirk of fate, they,
they needed someone in this area who could spesiclirbecause you know, predominantly,
heavily French oriented area, and in the mills estlg. And they asked me if I'd move to
Maine, and | said sure, you know | didn’t think-yMife wasn’t too happy about it, but, we
came to Maine. She cried for the first week waijkip and down the streets. You remember at
that time stores weren’t open Monday mornings,teotiought I'd go to work and she’d go, you
know, do window shopping or go and, she walkedngdown the street and everything was
locked.

DN: She figured she’d gone into the wilderness.

DB: So that's how | came to Maine, because | cop&ghk French.

DN: And how many union members were there in theisi®n-Auburn area?

DB: Well, at that time it, about eight thousandf jad_ewiston-Auburn.

DN: This was Bates, and. . . .

DB: Well Bates had over two thousand, Androscoggs around eleven hundred, and
Pepperill was twelve or thirteen hundred, and yavehContinental and you have Hill Mill, you
know, at full employment around eight thousand.

DN: And you were a business agent for this immediete.

DB: Well I was manager of a joint, we had a couplbusiness agents and | was managing the,
sort of an administrative type of thing. And weallaaplant in Brunswick that had about eleven



hundred people, then we had the one in Augustapadf Bates, and then Waterville, the
Windout (?) Worcester, but it's not the, where @eoMitchell’s mother was a weaver there in
Windout (?) Worcester, | remember meeting her. fmh there was another big group in
Biddeford. And | stayed as manager until 19-slsee, ‘76 or ‘77 when membership had
dropped down considerably and we merged the whatg,thad just one joint board in the
wholestate, and | became a state director and reamdghat time.

DN: So your territory as manager covered centralsaughern Maine?

DB: Right. Waterville, Brunswick, Lewiston-AuburndAugusta, and so on at that area,
when | came here. And eventually it took in theolehstate.
DN: Now, was Mike Schoonjans. ... ?

DB: Mike Schoonjans had retired at that time anlkerathan have the you know, they had
reduce staff anyway, so that's when they mergedwvibearea and | became manager of both
areas.

DN: But Mike was your counterpart in the early years
DB: Right, he was in Biddeford.

DN: Now, you were with the textile workers union,igthis part of the ClO, and you had to
deal with AFL in Maine.

DB: Yeah, when | came to Maine | was, a year lategs secretary of the state CIO and | held
that position until they merged in 1956. | gu¢len | became, Ben Dorsky was president at the
time, remember Ben? And | became secretary-treasfithe merged organization until 1961, |
think it was, yeah.

DN: And how were relations?

DB: Well it wasn't very good. We got out, our tégtgroup got out of the AFL-CIO in Maine
because of Dorsky, and there was a lot of dissatiein. The paper workers unions were not
happy. He had the backing mostly of the constonctiiades, and so we couldn't, it was still
wedded to the, you know, the, anyone familiar vathor history, back prior to the CIO, most of
the union membership in this country were tradesméwu know, they had a particular craft.
Like in the mills, there were some people organied were loom fixers, and as | say, they
were pretty powerful, and you had plumbers andarad,so on. With the advent of the CIO, we
became an industrial union. Instead of organiaingne plant, seven or eight or ten different
crafts, it was all one union. The advent of, wile John L. Lewis and the industrial unions. So
we organized on that basis, beginning, that's wheame into the picture, in ‘39 or ‘40. But
after 1956 when we merged, there was still somgedison up in national level, you know, for
awhile the auto workers were not in, the Teamsterg not in, and you had all these schisms at
that level. Fortunately now there aren’t thosesuol but there aren’t that many members either
because of the (?) decline in that, especialljwérhanufacturing industry to a large part to



imports.

DN: Now, you mentioned divisions between the CIO #nedAFL in Maine and some of the
difficulties you had with the old AFL. You alsodhaery strong working relationships with
some of the trade unions, particularly in the Radl area, is that right?

DB: Portland with the Teamsters, yeah, right. Wen Borsky, | mean he was a nice
individual, he was wedded to the Republican panty we’d have all these fights, you know, we
couldn’t get him to endorse Muskie or Coffin or Bogly. And that was principally the basic
reason why I, you know, why we split up. And thengot out and then we became sort of a
unified movement again and Democrats.

DN: When you came in ‘47, did you become activehamDemocratic party?

DB: Yeah. Oh yeah, immediately, we, in fact in (@8intelligible phrase)albert used to say
you could have a Democratic convention in a phawh

DN: This is Louis Jalbert?

DB: Louis, yeah, Mr. Democrat. And we backed Edigbdamp for Congress. You remember
Ed, then he became a county attorney. And we bagamrollment drive, getting people
registered to vote. One of the problems was, gewapre oriented towards the Democratic
philosophy but they weren’t enrolled, they werardting. And this was true, a lot of them in
Lewiston, so our union led a voter registration paign throughout the state.

DN: And this was 1948.

DB: Inthe, '48, 49’ and ‘50. This was before th®©ad their computerized, we had a card
system, and every member, we knew where he livedilver he was enrolled, where he was
born, members of the family. And we set that uminoffice and we began with this full idea.
Nineteen-fifty, we backed Jack Maloney for congréisat was those pictures | showed you.
That was when | first met Muskie, he was in thadiequre at the time, representative | guess
from Waterville, yeah, from Waterville. And Fra@loffin wanted to run for Congress. We had
a meeting with Frank, and Frank hadn’t been achal in politics. | mean he was just a young
lawyer in town anduynintelligible word hey, do something for the party before you cgreek
backing. That’'s when he decided, he became staientéin, we backed Maloney for Congress
and lost. But it was the first real campaign whteeDemocratic party and labor really
combined, and we went out and we had a sound turgking around all over the counties. We
had made a record, “John J. Maloney for Congre¥#e’had, really, | don’t know if you
remember Scott Hyman. He got hurt in an accidadty but he was a- our political guy.

He was a college graduate. He was born in Eglgpty he went to work for, | hired, | gave him

his first job as a union representative and heaygsu had to keep reins on him occasionally.
We had a big squabble one time, he wanted to, dedr@s made up saying, “How do you split
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your ticket?” | says, “You're crazy, we’re trying get, elect Democrats.” Well, Margaret
Chase Smith was on it, | said, well, let him goNtargaret Smith, we’re not gonna encourage
Democrats to split their tickets because then yaudcvote a straight ticket.

DN: This was with the big box.

DB: The big box, yeah. So that's when we really tieg unions really got active in that ‘60
campaign, and then of course come-

DN: The ‘50.

DB: The ‘50, yeah, the ‘50, then came ‘52 when Ed ddow | don’t know if you were there,
we had a meeting, George Jabar and | think Fradkeanat the Lafayette Hotel in Portland.
Victor Reuther, Walter Reuther’s brother was thare] Jack Cruikshank, and he was the CIO-
PAC director. And the reason we were able to gatup there, Scott Hyman had some close
friend of his who knew Jack Anderson, you know hietesthe political column way back then.
And Anderson did some investigating and he ranlanee about Muskie’s chances of being
elected governor of Maine, which astounded everybdthd that attracted national CIO and the
auto workers union. Now they didn’t have any merslheere but they came up, we had a
meeting, and at that meeting Jabar and | signéeekdor five hundred bucks. That was | think
the first contribution over two dollars that Muskjet in the campaign. And, within a few weeks
we got a check from the auto workers union ouhat tmeeting. | don’t remember if it came
directly to the Democratic party or to Muskie orahigh the union, but anyway there was a
contribution at that time. So that was the, thenwent to work and to everyone’s surprise,
including me, Muskie was elected.

DN: And so you met Ed first in ‘50 and then you dam in ‘52 and then in ‘54 you were

active in his campaign for governor. What wererydo you remember what he was like in
those days?

DB: He was kind of shy a little bit, | thought. Npldon’'t know whether, | mean he was
always very friendly with me but we’'d go to somages and he kind of hung back. Well, you
see these pictures how he kind of hangs back m h&ee, it's always, his head is down, as
though he doesn’t want to take the limelight. Mg was running for Congress.

DN: Sothisis ...

DB: Maybe he didn’'t want to steal the show or someth

DN: .... Maloney?

DB: Yeah, so maybe he didn’'t want to steal the sboanything. | don’t know if you
remember, Don, | talked to you at the time, in ‘Bmember the cropped picture incident? The



DN: Yes, which campaign was this?

DB: Fifty-four, the second.

DN: Fifty-six.

DB: Fifty-six, yeah. There had been a strike with .
DN: Was this picture in the Herald? Boston Herald?

DB: I think it was in the Herald, yeah. There wasrée in the, yeah, the cropped picture,
you've got it there. You were excited about thid. called you, | was, we played golf in
Boothbay Harbor and we were at an inn in Wiscagsging, and this thing, | saw that on tv and
then | got in touch with him and yelled at a lotpaople (?). | said, “It's easy, get the original
picture and print it and show that this is a crappeture,” which was very successful. Now, a
lawyer in town here, Paul Cote, young Paul, wagads$& go to Portland to pick up a couple of
cases of these cropped pictures and he called m# &tand after I'd done talking he wouldn’t
even go down and pick them up. He said, “I woa¥dano part of this, this is just not honest.”
That was kind of an incident in that campaign.

DN: Paul was a Republican I think.

DB: Yeah, he was Republican county chairman, butdwd@dn’t go to the airport in Portland
and pick up these flyers to distribute. It wasrallof interesting development there.

DN: You mentioned in the ‘50 campaign particulai#8 and ‘50, the work that you did in
organizing members of the union, getting them t@knWho were some of the people who
were most active in that campaign from the uniai fftou remember?

DB: Bert Demers, | don’t know if you remember hirgsaaround. He was one of the business
agents, and of course the group in Biddeford, MBkBoonjans, and he had Alex Anastasoff
there, who became the manager for a few monthsMfte left. And, you know, it was, no one
stood out. It was just local shop stewards andygvieg, everyone going out, knocking at doors
and making phone calls and, just a whole buncleopfe.

DN: Now wasn’'t Rose Gilman a member of the union?

DB: Yeah, she was president of the local in Bafeswell as Gilman, there was Herd, Rose
Herd was out of the Pepperill plant, and there avdrs. Gregoire who became a member of the
city council out of the Continental Mill: so theneere a lot of people, other than women, who
were very active and they all had lists and calpegple up in this area and we had the same
thing going on in Augusta.



DN: When Ed was elected governor in 1954 and becmwernor starting January of ‘55, how
did you think things were going to change?

DB: Well, we really didn’t know. It was kind of amexpected thing, we, unplanned you
know, we hadn’t, we didn’t have a program for himaaything. We just figured that anybody
was better than Burt Cross, yeah, that was BursCtimat he beat that first-term election. And
we just kind of lived through that first term anery happy that some of his proposals, | can’t
remember specifically what the programs were, bigast they sounded good even though the
legislature was Republican so it wasn't easy talgegs done.

DN: Do you remember what the biggest issues werthéounion at that time?

DB: Yeah, we couldn’t get anyplace, we had a prol#epecially with workmen’s
compensation. People laid off and being denie@fitsn And that didn’t change until the
second election. When he was elected for the setmym, he asked me to write a labor program
or something and | concentrated principally on upleyment compensation, and he used it in
his inaugural address almost word for word. Anddickget some concessions from the
Republican legislature at that time on that isseeabise he made it you know, a key point, in
his-

DN: So that was a major item. Was the labor moveémedaine unified on that subject?

DB: Yeah, on that, on strictly labor issues theyewvehs long as you removed the party labels
we were unified on issues. We did get Ben backtimnk after Muskie’s second election, |
think he began to see the light a little bit, thatcouldn’t play with the Republicans and expect
to get anything. So it-

DN: Who were some of the leaders in the other unidrs were most active during that
period?

DB: Well, Al Page was, of course.
DN: Al was with the. . ..

DB: Teamsters. And Ernie White with the paper woskenion, | remember, and there was,
Connie was in that picture with the railroad woger

DN: Connie ? Dave Hastings.
DB: Hastings, yeah, well he was with the Teamsters,he was, | don’t know what his
position was. Al was, | guess, the business agtagtings was, maybe he was a business agent,

too, I’'m not sure just what his title was.

DN: Al was from Auburn and Dave was from Portland.
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DB: Yeah, he lived in Auburn, he worked out of Pamtl. In fact, in, when did McGovern run,
was it ‘'70?

DN: Heranin‘72.

DB: Seventy-two. | set up a labor committee amé¢ chairman and Al Page was going to be
the treasurer. He had just retired and when tlznBeers hierarchy, who were then supporting
the Republicans most of the time under (Mirftelligible phrasg Hoffa, found out that he was
going to be the secretary of a Maine labor commaitte McGovern, they threatened to cut off
his pension, so he had to resign from the committee

DN: Other kind of labor problem. In the 1950s, wyoe intimately involved would you say in
the development of Ed’s programs at the state Pevel

DB: Well, no, well, except for that one issue thatlsked me to write something about. We’'d,
you know, I'd see him quite often but we didn't, figured we’d help get him elected and let’s
see what he’s going to do. We didn'’t try to dietahything other than the, he asked me to write
something on the labor thing and | did, but thas whout our involvement in trying to push any
particular program other than this unemployment gensation legislation.

DN: How deeply involved were you and your fellowamimembers in the selection of
candidates for Congress and Senate after that?

DB: Mostly for Congress. We backed of course Fi@aKin, it'shard to remember what years.
... they were. . ..

DN: Fifty-six.

DB: Fifty-six, yeah. And prior to that we had badkdaloney and then Delahanty and, | don’t
know, it was ‘54 ...

DN: Fifty-four was Tom Delahanty in the second distJim Oliver in the first.

DB: | was at that time more concerned with the séabstrict because this is where our
members were, and then the other group, you kn@\hau district committees, and we
participated. Of course oftentimes, | don’t kndwiank had any opposition when he ran.
DN: The first time he ran for Congress in the priynée had. . . .

DB: Roger Dugan, was it? The joker (?)

DN: Roger Dugan, who had run for. . . .
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DB: Senate, he’d run for the Senate. . . .

DN: ....inthe earlier campaign. What, when1B864 election had occurred and Muskie
won, what was your reaction? | know you said yawersurprised, but why did you think he
won in that campaign?

DB: Well, he had a lot of appeal. You know, when gompared him and Burt Cross, the
florist guy, and he’d been involved in | forget whiae issues were, but the Republicans didn’t
like him either. And Muskie had charisma, you kntw looked like young Abe Lincoln, you
know, he would go around and he just appealeddplpeand he sounded good. He just
appealed to working people, and | think a lot @& business people. Had to; we didn’t have that
many members.

DN: How did the election affect your members? Digive them ...?

DB: Yeah, it gave them enthusiasm to keep working, know keep their involvement in
political matters. They were a little skepticafiedt, ah, why should we bother, why should we
bother with politics, you know, they won’t do anyty for us. But after the Muskie election and
after Frank got elected to Congress and then, powkcontinuing on through Hathaway (?) and
then, of course Frank’s unfortunate venture forgbeernorship which is, I'll never forgive
myself for that.

DN: Why won't you forgive yourself?

DB: Well, Frank was in Congress and he was, he sgéorige happy, and Ed Beauchamp
wanted to run for Congress, for governor, and MkReank had the idea but he didn’t want the
opposition. He says, you know, if | gotta get foremary, and you know, there wasn’t that much
money around. And | was able to, well, he cammydouse and we sat in the play room with a
bottle of scotch, and we sat there for a coupleonirs, and he says, “If you can get Beauchamp
not to run, I'll run for governor.” And | was vefyiendly with Ed, | think he was county
attorney at the time, or something. And he agresdo run, and then Frank ran and lost
through his own making.

| remember we had a meeting at Delahanty’s house vigas with us at that time, and we’d had
a, Lucia Cormier was running for the Senate | lveljen the same election. You know, this is
memories (?). And we had, the Democrats had Isaohey made that we paid five thousand,
the union paid five thousand dollars for, but isveaDemocratic survey. And it showed that
Frank’s problem was in the cities. He thought tiend have to campaign in, you know, like
Lewiston or, and Frank was out on chicken farmewadr the place. | can remember Muskie,
“Look Frank,” he says, because Frank was tellingiduvhat she ought to do based on this
survey and Muskie picked it up and said, “Look Fkiarere’s what you ought to be doing.” And
he was, Frank was a little stubborn and he, akals, “I think this is the right path,” and so on,
and he lost by three, four, five percent or sonmgthiReally very close.
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| remember his mother calling me that night. Idus® before we had all these polls and things
and predictions, | had made up records of maylesefif or twenty voting precincts in the state
and | went back through the registers and whavtie was, and at what time of night, and you
could pretty well what time they were going to @mm, and | would run down these things and
make predictions and Frank’s mother called me abma o’clock at night and | said, he’s going
to lose. She said, “He’s ahead.” | said, “He’sngdo lose. It'll be close but he’s going to
lose.” And she was, she wouldn’t believe it. Bwvas a, of course now they’re a lot more
sophisticated. We never had any exit polls, it juasthese kind of, based on previous voting
patterns with strictly Republicans and Democratsariain voting districts, that you would be
able to tell with ten or fifteen percent of thetetaote in what the outcome was going to be.

| can remember when Clauson got elected, we wek¢latssard’s house, and | had all my
papers there and pads and things and he was kehitidousand votes. | said, okay, fellas let’s
go to Waterville. And we had three cars thereestdard’'s house, we all drove to Clauson’s
house in Waterville, and by the time we got thexenas ahead. And these things were fairly
accurate. They’re just patterns and that's wHaifahis modern stuff is based on only they do it
a lot quicker with computers. | had to stand theité a little calculator and do it.

DN: When did you start doing that?

DB: | started doing it after 1950 because we hadensadveys after the election and began
collecting this information. It took about threep or three elections before | felt confident
enough with the background and, you know, you getesplantation out there and some other
little place would come in, when they’d vote atvele o’clock, at midnight, you know, they'd be
six voters and they’d all vote, and three to twdive to one or something, and you’d use these
kinds of samplings. Which is what the pollsters ddney don’t get twenty thousand people that
they interview. It's all, theirs is certainly moseientific, but what | did worked. Most of the
time.

DN: How did Ed Muskie change from your point of viemm 1950 when you first met him to,
let's say, 19647

DB: Idon't, | never bothered to try to analyze wblaanges were; he was always to me a nice
guy and very friendly, and, you know, any time Inted to talk with him | could and | went to
Washington. | think you were there then, we werttand played golf at that little golf course
along the river there, the little back and fortaqa, and he was, we had, at one time we had the
Democratic outing at, is it Popham Beach? In Bmicks? And | had arranged a golf match; Ed
wanted to play golf. The only problem was, who wasg to play? You know, you can only
play four at a time and | had about twenty peop@ted to play, so we fixed it all up so that
each one would play two holes, you know, it walking of a round-robin type thing. And Ed

got a birdie on the third hole and it just happetied the photographers were there. But he was
always very friendly. In fact, you know in the sed election, we went, | think you were there,
they had just had the guest room remodeled in tam&House and Bette Davis and ...

13



DN: Her husband?
DB: Yeabh, little shorty, and we were there and Mcbftah.
DN: That's Dick McMahon.

DB: Yeah, Dick McMahon, the late Dick McMahon, tharere about maybe ten or fifteen
people there. And he invited us to go there attthree, which was very nice of him, | thought.
And | met Bette Davis and she taught me how to naageotch drink. She had been working out
in the garden in her old gloves (?) you know, plirgers and things and she was there with her
blue jeans on and Gary Merrill, I, you know, in thevies | thought he was tall. He was shorter
than | was. And she says, “Young man, would ydunge a scotch and water?” So they had a
little pantry there off the big living room, andavkent in there and | put what to me would have
been a fairly strong drink, and | put an ice cuband some water and came back and, “You
come with me young man,” and she threw that ote t8ok the bottle of scotch and poured it
about that much from the top and she opened thartdghe ran, “That’s how you make a scotch
and water.” Just one of those things, and youttidreough. She had about three of those, |
guess. So they stayed in the guest house, inutb& gopom that night. And of course Jane was
very nice, she was always real friendly with us waiith Lorraine. Never had any complaints,
never felt shunned or anything like that.

DN: Did you feel that the party paid attention toalvlabor’s concerns were?

DB: Oh, very much. Oh, yeah. We, you know, theyenadways looking for money, there
wasn’t much Democratic money around and we hattle tiit that we used. Yeah, | think we,
well, here’s an example. In 1965, when the Dented@ok over the State House, | was the only
labor person ever elected to be executive counsallemocratic legislature, so there couldn’t
have been too much resentment against labor.

DN: Andthatwas....?

DB: Sixty-five and sixty-six.

DN: Sixty-six, Ken was governor.

DB: Ken came in as our term expired.

DN: That's right. You were on the executive couméth John Reed as governor.

DB: You've got John Reed as governor, yeah.

DN: What was that like?

DB: It wasn’t, we had a big squabble in Lewistoroutirier was mayor, and a friend of his,
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Bill Rocheleau wanted to be county attorney, tiveas a vacancy, | think Beauchamp had left or
something, or somebody, and of course the govevoatd name somebody and, well I, |
wouldn’t approve it. And we had seven, of coutssré were seven Democrats on the council
and when, | was going to run for chairman and Mckbord convinced me not to because he
said, let Broderick, who wanted it badly, his wifas national committee woman, let him win,
he says, you've got four votesUrintelligible phrasg, so no matter what happened, he was the
chairman but he couldn’t, | was, you know, had feotes on the council, and so we wouldn’t
approve it. And oh, it became pretty bitter in toand the newspapers got involved in it, and
finally an editorial came out and said | was righgt Rocheleau was an opportunist and he, and
in fact some of the lawyers, | had a letter frolmyas Jack Linnells’s office, they were opposed
to him because he was the only lawyer in the conityjwwho would not volunteer his time for
free legal aid for poor people or something, anevhs resented by the legal profession. So Bill
Clifford, | got Ben Clifford named and he ran andsweelected overwhelmingly in that second |
believe (?) full term.

DN: And offered a plee in the court.

DB: No, this was Bill Clifford. Robert Clifford ...

DN: Robert, that’s right.

DB: Robert was mayor of Lewiston, and Bill was ardguwattorney. He was part of the firm.
DN: You played a role in local as well as statewidétics.

DB: Yeah, and nationally, | was a delegate to then@w@atic national convention in ‘52 and
‘56, and the best of them was ‘68. In ‘68 | cameenber an incident at the, the convention was
at the armory in Augusta and there was a move omake Muskie the favorite son, and we
figured there’d be no problem with the exceptioBof Hathaway. So we were up on the
platform and Ken and Bill and | were there andwa éeher people, and Ken said he’d go along,
Hathaway says ...

DN: This is Ken Curtis.

DB: Ken Curtis, and Hathaway wouldn’t let him. Atten | tried to get, | says, let’s go out for
a cup of coffee, I figured by then the vote woudddver. He didn’t vote for it. | don't think, |
think he kind of took a walk on it, | mean, therasasome, | don’t know what had happened,
there was some little feud between, | sensed anyletween Senator Hathaway and, no, he was
a congressman then, and Muskie. But after thekpow, the nomination it was all right. That
was, the nomination was probably one of the bigtiests | got. | was on the platform

committee and. . . .

DN: This is at the national. . . .
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DB: At the national convention in Chicago, and arsgeer, a woman from California, her name
was Braithewaite and then married Burke, she be@omngresswoman, she was the first
congresswoman to have a baby while in congresssla@@nd | shared the co-chair, and | don’t
know why | got involved, it was a defense policpaything. All the admirals and generals
coming in and | was sitting there. But when thisg happened in Grant Park, you know the
riots and things, | had gone to Muskie’s room,esuiv, what was the first name, McGrory, she
was a kind of elderly columnist, Mary McGrory, astte told me afterwards, coming out of that
platform committee, she had never been able tamg@iterview with Muskie, would | try to do

it.

So, | had gone to his suite to see if | could borhething and see if he would. And he, yeah, he
says, you know, have her call me and so on. \Wiklle we were there, this is when things were
pretty hot at the convention, | can remember Jdtiegsthere, she had the gout with her foot up
on the table, the phone rang and it was Humphrkingaiuskie to tell him he was being
selected. You know, talk about the, being at it place at the right time, it was a really
thrilling kind of a thing (?).

DN: Do you remember what the room was like when itineésage came in, what happened?

DB: Well, I think Jane got up and walked with theigoEverything, you know, it was, there
must have been ten or fifteen people in there. d¥eu there then? | thought you were, yeah.

DN: Yeah.

DB: You know it's hard to, forty years, well, thisasn't forty, it was still many years ago,

thirty, and it was exciting. Then, following thiatwhen | really got involved in the Muskie
campaign. His campaign for vice president. | waed the political action director for the
whole textile workers union all over the countiye had about 250, 300,000 members. Well,
obviously, you know, | couldn’t, so | appointed assistant and | had every state east of the
Mississippi and the other person had west, andufremember | made a lot of trips to
Watergate. We were acting as a, well, you hadtwdinate union meetings with your political
activities from a legal point of view, they told m&o if we, if there was going to be a union
meeting in Cincinnati, a sort of a political thifay endorsements, I'd arrange a meeting with the
union, official union business, and then at night@a political meeting.

And then we had, let’s see, Muskie was in Clevelavide, | think, down at that little airport
down near the lake, and there was a big fued inetd@d between the Democratic party and the
county, what was it, Cayuga county, and the mayaffise. And | can remember we’re putting
signs together and | wanted a package of staflesy were, | had to go down to the mayor’s
office, they wouldn't deliver it to the Democratieadquarters office in the city of Cleveland.

It's these things you ran into. And it was a reatiting thing, we had, | had, I'd carry around
with me the bumper sticker, | think black and omrigMuskie For Governor,” little bumper
sticker, and | had one, and whenever | did an acivéor the Muskie campaign, find out where
they were coming in and then they’d sit, you knavaybe have a drink or something, get ready,
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and I'd always stick that up there so that when lfeisame into the room, he knew that | was
there, | was on that advance team.

And it was a, he, one incident that got a lot dblity, this second one didn’t, but the other, it
was in Washington, Pennsylvania or something, whereonfronted the student group. Well he
did the same thing in Dayton, in, not, Toledo, Dayton, Toledo, in the basketball gymnasium
there. And all of the students in the balcony, aedvere down on the floor, there was, | don’t
know, five (?) a couple of secret service peoplini@, | was the water boy making sure, you
couldn’t go get a glass of water unless you haglcaes service guy with you to make sure you
didn’t put something in it. And again, one of 8tadents started, so Muskie said, “Hold it, come
on down.” So the kid slid down, went over the bater and slid down a pole there, and he
comes down on the floor and Muskie says, “okay, want to talk, go ahead. Floor’s yours as
long as you want it.” Well the kid stumbled aroundthree or four minutes and Muskie says,
“Well, you all through?” “Well. . . . you know.... " “Well kid,” he says, “don’t say that you
don’t get a chance to speak.” Oh, the crowd west,tpok off on it. But that was a, there’s
some, you know, things like that happened thatrgmoember and so, the longer you think about
it you can remember more.

DN: You were able as political director for that gagn for the textile workers to go around
the country. Were you going to both Muskie and lgarey rallies?

DB: No, | was, well, I'd gone to the Democratic hgaarters in Washington and they
suggested that, concentrate on Muskie campaigmu Kviow, they had different teams and John
Martin was working on it, well you were for a wh{fe), up at headquarters and I'd go in there
and get a plane ticket and then here you go tgptase. Then after | knew where the advance
was going to be, then I'd arrange to have uniontmege in those areas so, kind of as a cover. |
mean it was all legal, even if maybe a little dexio

End of Side One
Side Two

DB: ... .atthattime. Well, philosophically the state was based, this is my opinion, the
power companies, the railroads and the paper indubey ran the state. And they were, you
know, the Republican party was in that pocket.cQfrse the most recent example we’ve had of
that was when McKernan was governor, with his aasioa withthe International Paper
Company and some of the others. But, | mean wkintexpect anything from the

Republicans in terms of labor legislation.

(Interviewer not identified - either Stuart O'Briem Rob Chavira. Designation: STU
STU: So the Republicans were supported by ...

DB: The big money interest and the power, you kribe/power companies, Central Maine
Power and the others, and the railroad industryfaigy prominent at that time, there were still
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a lot of passenger trains, and the paper companies.

STU: So, before the Democratic revival, a lot of the kews and a lot of the smaller farmers. . .

DB: They didn't vote. So there was no use. Whatwk have, out of a hundred and thirty or
forty, fifty people in the legislature, what did wave, ten? Up until the advent of the Muskie
renaissance?

DN: A question was raised earlier about your pdltactivity, Denny, and it would be
interesting to know how decisions were made byuthien as to which candidates to endorse.

DB: Well, the final endorsements would usually cdroen the state convention, the CIO and
then later on AFL-CIO. You’'d get a recommendafimm the executive boards, the executive
committees, then you'd go to a political meetintjechfor endorsement purposes.

DN: And the executive committee was made up of ...

DB: Oh, maybe about a dozen people. You had, trgdgoesent most of the major industries.
Ernie White was on from the paper workers, andlyadi Al Page, until he was chastised by his
boss about his pension, was around. And Dorskya{2hat time was coming around. And
you'd discuss it, make a recommendation, and tlerdyhave a convention and it was usually
approved. | can’'t remember that it wasn’t. Tharght be some discussion on the floor, but
generally it was handily approved, the recommendatof the executive committee.

STU: | want to go back to before 1940. You said youypgex out of school at fourteen to go
work in the mills, but then you jumped and saideinivto go work for the union in 1940. I'm
curious, how did you go from just working in thellsito going to work for a union in 19407

DB: Well, as | said, | was stock clerk in this téxmill. And all of the parts necessary to keep
the plant in operation were there, spare partsd Winen the people who fixed the machinery
came down, | had been visited by a, | don’t knowv i@ got my name, but he came to my house
and talked about the union and so on, and | ditkétd much convincing because something that
had happened in the early thirties with the Regalliparty and my brother and employers, and
my brothers and sisters worked in textile millsitittle village called Hope, Rhode Island, that's
not where Clinton was from, he says it was a déffikiHope, and | just felt that workers needed
to do something and it wasn’t hard to convince eyt and, as | say, | had a union cards there
and I'd use that opportunity to get people signed &nd | was, | guess, fairly successful, they
asked me if I'd do it full-time.

STU: Certainly, | mean, did you see yourself in the ‘Beésoming a state leader and an area
director leader? What were your aspirations dttthee?

DB: No particular aspirations. | just felt that rhayl could do something to help people who
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worked in the mills, including some members of ragnily, relatives and so on, | thought maybe
| could help.

STU: You mentioned that. . . .

DB: And | had nothing to lose, you know | was makiwglve dollars a week in the mill and
here | was getting paid ten dollars and about tdlaib on expenses, so that, you know, it wasn’t
any big gamble.

STU: You said your brother had problems with the Remalliparty. What would you
describe ...?

DB: Yeah, in 1933 or ‘34 | guess, | was ten, tweblsut twelve years old | guess, during the
Depression, they had, well, they didn’t have fotadrgs, you'd get food vouchers. And we
applied, I still had two brothers at home at tineetj and the older brother applied for work and
also a food voucher and the county we were inai Went county was the name of it, and
because he wasn't registered as a Republican wercbget any food vouchers. | remember
that vividly. He came home and he was swearirg@mch, you know. And he said, what are
you gonna do, you gotta eat. So he registeredRepablican and he got a job on the highways
and we got three dollars and seventy-five centease yellow legal pads, they were yellow like
this, and that was kept at the First National St when you’d (?) go there, we didn’'t have
food stamps, you'd go there and you'd buy breadtwatever, and they’d mark it down until you
used up your three dollars and seventy-five ceBtd.in order to get that he had to enroll as a
Republican.

STU: In order to get aid for food, you had to be a Réipah?

DB: Yeah, right. It wasn’t, you know, it was juskogal-type thing that happened and it
certainly soured me and | suppose a lot of otheplee And this didn’t only happen to him;
other people who worked in this village had the saxperience.

STU: So, given all these things that you experienced340 when you went to work for the
union, how would you characterize your politicatad overall?

DB: |was real radical. | didn’t think | personailyould amount to anything but at least | felt |
would help play a part in getting workers organibedause it seemed to me that that was the
salvation of the working people. To have, not ambges, | mean my philosophy then, probably
more important than wages, because somehow or thila@conomy’s going to take care of that,
but people having a right, having a say in how tteegoing to work and how they’re going to be
treated and this sort of, a kind of independenotpring under a whip all the time. That to me
was, is important, it still is, as just the mongtaenefits.

STU: Now as you were heading towards the Democratig/ @ard a lot of things you say about
labor organization, was there a strong Communistement in the mills at this time?
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DB: There wasn'’t any that | ever became aware tkerd might have- this was a little village,
you know, and | don't, in the cities there mighv@deen, in the larger, you know, metropolitan
areas. But Hope was a, there was one little imglite that employed four, five hundred people
and probably a thousand people lived in the whrda go it wasn’t any, | don’t know. | was
never aware of, that there was any Communist éietsvi Now that doesn’t mean that we
weren't called Communists. | can remember we wigtiag to organize a plant in Brunswick
here in about 1950, | guess it was, you'd go inesoifithese homes and, “Get out of here, you
Communist.” You know, you'd knock at the door @ahd CIO was a Communist. | never
personally ran into any, knew of any meetings gitlsing going on within any part of the union
| had anything to do with. That doesn’t mean theasn’t any, but | just not aware of it.

STU: You said you felt a really strong connection to kess’ rights. Everybody has their
battle and they pick you know how they’re goindigiht that battle. Why in particular workers’
rights as opposed to some other issue?

DB: Because | was a worker. And people in my fawidyked in the mills, and, you know,
relatives and, | mean, in this little town eith@uyworked in the mill or you didn’t work
anyplace. It was the only really gainful employmeso we just associated with these people.

STU: How did you go from someone in 1940 who had notigali aspirations in particular to
ascending up to area director of the textile wasRer

DB: Well, | was a very avid reader. | read everyghi could get on labor history in the
newspapers and everything, and just got involMedean, while in Rhode Island | served, | was
appointed by the governor, and this was in 194, after | got out of the service they had a, set
up a commission on postwar development in the stadeso on. | was involved in that. | was
involved with the veterans in getting a state bornluwiean, | just got involved in everything.
You know, | was single and | just, full of it | gs® and | just went out and just got involved.

STU: When did, ah, the AFL, which was historically asated with the right, and CIO,
Republican party, and the CIO which was associatddthe left, when did even discussion
begin that they would merge? Or what brought dudlas well?

DB: | really don’'t know. The city, the merger contien took place in New York in, | think,
1956, that the AFL-CIO merged at that time. | taemember, see, the Teamsters were out of
it. See, the Teamsters were the biggest forcehiggest, the biggest support from labor came
from the, the Republicans, came from the Teamsthes) Hoffa was there. And while they can
complain about labor racketeering, | mean, this atake height of it and they just supported the
Republicans right down the line, the Teamsters éidd | think they were out of it at the time,
and that kind of left the door open because | ditnirtk, Reuther never wanted to be associated
with Hoffa so that when Hoffa got out of the picuf think that started the reapproachment
between the two federations.
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STU: Ideologically though, what benefit did both standyain from merging?

DB: 1think it was just a question that, you knowunion there’s strength. By getting together
in one big organization and developing common gtaswe’d have more, more influence.

STU: Before the discussions of merging in the mid fetigou were involved with the CIO.
Were there any internal problems in the CIO priothie merger?

DB: There were squabbles within our own textile anygou know, somebody’s running
against somebody, you don't like this guy, but lamgou have an election and it's over. | don’t
know, outside of the textile workers union thatdswery intimately connected with, | suppose
there, you know, were internal battles in just al@my organization, whether it be a union or
anything else. You know, you have, stockholderste@ to kick out some of the directors or,
this happens, it's just a natural sort of thing.

STU: But you would say within the textile workers unibrvas pretty unified?

DB: Yeah, we had one fairly serious attempt to displsome of the officers, but nothing came
of it. One person who was trying to leave it waerfd out later, very effective and fluent speech,
his name was Baldanzi, who quit our union and vwemtork for the Teamsters in New Jersey.
He had tried to lead a sort of revolt within ouram He wasn’t successful and left.

STU: What did you personally think of the CIO and AFLngieag? Did you think it was a
good thing?

DB: Yeah, I just couldn’'t see why, you know, thagytitouldn’'t merge because | believed in
the principle of organization strength. | mearm, thore, the stronger and if you could unify your
programs, and the whole political, | mean, | fatifically it was necessary.

STU: Where was the biggest opposition coming from, imgeof being opposed to the merge?

DB: [don't know, |, it's hard to tell, you know. hEse things went on at the top and there were
all kinds of meetings going on and pretty soonvileed would come down that this union was
agreeable to it. Some of the holdouts, as | unaedsit, were some of the building trades
unions, the carpenters and some of them who diditytaccept the idea of industrial unions.
See, if you work for a contractor, you've got adbhere of carpenters, you've got plumbers, you
got this and that, and they were afraid that byabizjng on an industrial basis like we did in the
manufacturing industries, and you know, auto amalk, this would dilute their influence as
separate unions so that, but | guess that theycawer that because they're still, you know, they
still had their own organizational structure ofitharious trades. But that was one of the things
that was coming some reluctance on the part of swrttee, some large unions in some cases,
from endorsing the idea of merging.

STU: Not just from a union perspective, what, where Wh&sopposition coming from outside
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of people involved with unions in general? Or Wware none?
DB: | don't know what you mean.

STU: When | asked where was opposition coming from, tpdai me specifically like people
who were about to immediately gain or lose by thm merging, carpenters, tradesmen.
Outside of that, was there any opposition comir®y in

DB: Idon't know. | mean, | suspect that industrgups, businesspeople, weren’t too happy
about it. |1 mean, they knew that the merger watildngthen the hand of the labor movement.
I’'m sure the Chamber of Commerce or the NAM neikaxd it. To this day they’d like to
eliminate all unions, except their own.

STU: Muskie was already governor when the merger hagbeRew do you, what was his,
was he endorsing the idea?

DB: |don’t know. | can’t recall it, ever discussiédvith him. | mean, it was never an issue
that he, | felt that he had no reason to get ire@lvl just. . . .

STU: You mentioned earlier that you thought that Muskas shy. I’'m curious, was your
relationship with him purely political, or did ydwave sort of a golf-playing relationship with
him as well or some sort of relationship ...?

DB: Oh, | played golf with him a couple of times Imaithing ongoing. It was just, my whole
activity with him came out of labor, then politi@)d then Muskie was at, there, and that's how
we got together. So that our association was basgublitical acquaintances and, you know-

STU: Was it always through certain mediums that you wdalk, like at a meeting, or would
you ever sit down with him and have deep politaiatussion?

DB: No, we had, | had some talks with him, | sergadseveral advisory committees; he
appointed me to a committee on education beyon $tgool, at which then Dr. Phillips,
president of Bates, and | had strong disagreenagrsneeting in Waterville. And | served on
several other governmental things, Employment SgcGommission, advisory council, and
I've got a whole list of them here somewhere, aadidhal Planning Association. Most of these
came as a result of recommendations either by Mushkd some by Curtis, who was then
governor, and Frank Coffin had me hooked into liew Butler was National Democratic
chairman in the 1956 presidential campaign, tdeestate labor chairman for Stevenson at the
time. So but, most of my, most of it was politicdind when Muskie asked me to serve on
something, it was political. 1 mean, I, he knew peesonally and | guess he felt he could trust
me, you know, my judgment, but it wasn't a, we didwsit socially or anything like that.

STU: Did you have any like strong political objectionssbme of his ideas or things that he
endorsed that you were opposed to strongly?
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DB: | can’'t remember any particular thing. We mighate, you know, had some minor
disagreements that, but, keep in mind that whilesag governor, he was a Democrat with a
Republican legislature, so that we almost had tk Ibém all the way. It was either him or
backing the Republicans, and that, you know, tadhméwas sinful.

STU: One of the, the Republican party repeatedly acciieskie of receiving large amounts
of funds from the AFL-CIO and they went so far asay, “If you're voting for Muskie you're
basically voting for the AFL-CIO.”

DB: So, people liked the AFL-CIO | guess, becausy tloted for Muskie.
STU: Absolutely. How did, what was it about. . .. ?

DB: Itwasn’t that, it was some money but, you knowthe first campaign | think the
Democratic state budget, now this was for a gowethoee congressmen at the time, and the
Democratic state committee had a budget | think@dollars or something like that,
somewhere around that figure. So it couldn’t haen a lot of money. Probably a thousand of
that came from labor, and then later on there waseabit more, because you know, success
breeds new friends, and people at other unionsitiimaut the, the CIO especially and then later
on even the AFL was sending money into the state.

STU: You're saying that ...

DB: As the, you know, probably more than half of Republican money comes from out of
state, you know. So that there was nothing illegalothing unusual about having other unions
like the auto workers who liked the idea of a Derabi the governor’s chair in Maine,
contributing.

STU: Muskie was a Democratic governor with a Republiegislature. Was it just a matter
of, well, he’s all that’s there, he’s the best beeails, or was it ...

DB: Well, I wouldn’t use that terminology, not thegh of all evils.

STU: I'm trying to see, what, how did he support the kess rights that made the AFL-CIO
endorse him, aside from him being a Democrat?

DB: Well, I, you know, his general philosophy and family background and the people he
was brought up with. | mean, they’re all, from arliing people’s background, working
families, so that you could trust the feeling tlyat know, he’s not going to betray his relatives
and his friends who he grew up with.

STU: I'm going to shift gears for a second. How ishiat you got banned from speaking at
Bates?
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DB: Well, it was in the chapel where the, when,dhly other time I've been there since, my
daughter had just graduated as a nurse and | ltagioa to go there. | was invited by Brooks
Quimby to speak at the, | think it was the wholeiseclass, on some political thing. And |
can’t remember the year, it was in the ‘60s some til can’t, there was a big blow up in the
paper about it. And | disagreed with Phillips dr@lled him a fake, and “I said he’s parading
himself as an economist and all he is is a margegipert, he wrote a book on marketing.” And
| said, “If that makes him an economist, then I'mpreest or something, you know, because | go
to church.” And the funny thing is that, there wemaybe three hundred people there, two or
three hundred, and Quimby told me after that,ikhhe class was something like forty-five
minutes, and | didn’t pay any attention at the teme | ran over almost an hour and he said that
was the first time that he’d ever had an issuéisfkind, and the class didn’t even get up to
leave. Well, the upshot of it was was that abmat weeks later, the, who was the athletic
director?

DN: Milt Lindholm?

DB: No, no. Anyway, | got a call and he said thhadl had my last appearance on the campus.
Because every year I'd go to the various class®sal studies classes and things, and debate
and, I've got records here of, they would writdbiadley, the speaker’s bureau in Washington,
the AFL-CIO and he would recommend me and |, aitlkiof high school debates and I'd go in,
and labor issues and so on. But that was itdi’'til attacked Prexy on his home grounds. |
was told, “You'll never, you’ll never be invited a.” And | wasn't.

STU: This guy worked at Bates?
DB: Who?
STU: That gentleman that you attacked?

DB: He was the president of the college, Dr. PhllipHe and | in Waterville disagreed
strongly on this education beyond high school. pdgition had been, and I'd gone to meetings
in Washington and Boston, that he, his theory Waskids don’t go to college because they're
not motivated by their parents. | said, “Dr. Hp#l have you ever been in a home where people
are just making enough money to get by and keaphktus through grammar school and maybe
high school? And do you expect those parents cowage these people of thinking about
college, knowing that they can’t do it?” You knoygu didn’t have the Pell Grants, you didn’t
have these things. And | said, “It’s financialdamtil you get some aid for these poor people,
either in loans or grants or something, what, y®juist hurting these kids, disappointing them
by trying to, having the parents encourage theml@ading them to think they’re going to go to
college.” And that was the biggest deterrent.

The conference agreed with that point of view atthy you get, you know, you find all these,
even the Republicans now are not opposing PelltSi@ard these types of things. They realize
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that a working family now, especially, it takes tpeople just to bring up a couple of kids, how
are they going to save for college? So that unjeashave some hope that they’re going to get
some financial assistance, | don't, | didn’t blathe parents for not encouraging them to go to
college. So he and | disagreed very strongly ah tithis was an open meeting in Waterville
that this happened.

STU: Towards the late ‘50s the country was moving maek raore towards that sort of
mentality as the civil rights movement started. atiho you think unions and the labor struggle,
what it's role was in the civil rights movementganeral, as it began to happen at the end of the
‘50s?

DB: Very active, they were very active. My firsubh with this, | was, after the war we came
back and | was stationed at the McPherson Genaspithl, working the operating room there

in Atlanta, Georgia. And | got on a bus, | wasimform, and you know there was black seating
in the back and so on, and | looked at, so | mdaak there and the bus driver stopped the bus.
He says, “You can'’t sit back there.” | said, “Whgt?” And he’s got a gun strapped on him. |
said, “If | can't sit there, I'm getting off,” ansix people got up, six G.l.s got off the bus at tha
point. That was, you know, that was long before&Barks, and my feeling, we had in the
South, some of our unions, people back in Wallace.

| went down to a meeting in, oh, this was a fumident, in, this was in ‘68, was it Wallace
that ran in the Humphrey campaign? Yeah. | hadreyagement to speak at a union meeting in
Lynchburg, Virginia. We were staying at a hoteNaw York, | got a plane and flew into
Washington, rented a car, in Fredericksburg, neichyurg, drove down to Fredericksburg,
spoke at a union meeting there, where | had pemlieg at me and the Wallace signs on their
cars and so on. And finally got an endorsementifetHumphrey-Muskie ticket, after all the
verbal abuse, drove back to Washington, | saidhimigaid just leave the keys in the car and
leave it there and | ran and got a plane. Abowehveeks later I'm at a golf course in
Brunswick and the FBI is looking for me. The cédrald used was stolen or taken by some guy
and he held up a bank. Of course they tracedahd was the one that had leased that car, and
they were up here and taking palm prints from teering wheel. So then they told me what
happened, that the car had been used in a bankrgoafter | left it there that night.

STU: | hope you were eventually cleared.
DB: Yeah, | was. | was.

STU: I'm curious, you said in the southern states theruhad supporters of Wallace. How
diverse was it in general? Were there a lot oflolaorkers?

DB: Certain pockets. The, there weren’t too mamgkimembers. The, you know, even in our
union there was, there were yard workers and diuffthey weren’t skilled workers. And |

don’t know if you remember the story of the womatoa Ray, Norma Ray? That movie where
she was trying to organize the southern workerssaunidl | think it was shown here at Bates in
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one of the educational films or something. And¢hgas, but most of the people in that movie
were white, very few black people. And in our urspthe Black people didn’t work in the mills
to any great extent until, you know, more recerdlyd they were kind of, the whites was
resentment, you know, and, you know, just likerdst of the south. They didn’t change
because they joined the union, as far as thatddiradprejudice is concerned.

We had some experience with the minorities hemel don’t know, | can’t remember the year,
there was a group of Dominicans, probably fortfifty, that were hired in Bates Mill and there
was quite a lot of resentment. And | called a geneeting, | told them, | said, we wouldn’t

put up with it. In fact, we helped them, we rengéeldall on Main Street above where some music
place was, they had a little hall there, and | manember going to a party where they had this
pinata, you know, they have, hung something canitl they banged it and knocked the stuffing
out of it. This was their form of entertainment.

And finally, they were ordered to, they were depdytthey were ordered to leave. And the night
before they left, we had about twenty-five at mys$m, | had kind of a large playroom, and they
came there and how, you know, thanking me, I'dibafted them and, | even bought some
records and started to learn to speak Spanishasgcatid they felt real welcome. But they were
here illegally and they had to leave. But howtingsthey were. One kid, of course, a lot of the
men had wives back there and they’d earn moneydratesend it back. This one kid came over
and they, all their clothing were piled on the bethe bedroom and we were downstairs, and he
came up, said, “I want to show you something.” thlees, he’s got a jacket on, and he’s got a
roll of money, maybe a couple of thousand dolldrsaid, “Did you leave this here?” “You can
trust these people,” he said, “you can trust tipesmple.” They trusted one another, and here’s a,
probably all the money had in the world, and the&yayjust laying there on the bed in a pocket
where anybody could take them. But they were aggyreciative and, they were here about five
or six months. And, towards the end, the resentigpedually died down, you know, from some
of the, some of our white people, | like to calluCasian people that resented them at first. But,
you know, this was evolution, it just took time.

STU: Did you make a lot of enemies calling a meeting sangng that “I won’t put up with it?”

DB: No, not really. | think people wondered why avitht was my motive, and | think, we
wrote letters and so on, put stuff on the bulletiard. | think they began to understand, and I'd
point out, you know, you came, most of them camnenfCanada. You know, you were
foreigners, you came in here, and you didn’t likegcause, you know, Lewiston, you had the
Pepperill Mill was an Irish stronghold, and thee tither mills were French. Now, Little
Canada down below on Continental Mill, and you kndwvasn’t safe at night for French people
to walk up Pepperill, Bleachery Hill they callec&ddause the, and they wouldn’t hire, almost
everyone hired in the Pepperill plant was not FnenSo that you had these things here, you
know, between nationalities, let alone color bastieSo that it was just another thing that
eventually evolved and they, there was no lastasgmtment, | mean, | couldn’t feel it. After,
even after they left, they didn’'t say good riddanc@nything like that. They just didn’t mention
it any more. It was over with.

26



STU: After the Dominicans left, or even before for thatter, were there any ethnic divisions
whatsoever in the Union between Irish and FrenohsP, or ...?

DB: Not when it came to union issues. Not, | coilt/drecause you’'d have a meeting and
they’d be all mixed in the meeting and you'd firadree on one side of an issue, some on the
other, and it made no difference what the natibpalckground was. | didn’t, course you had
to speak French. You'd go to a meeting and yoa\eeha contract negotiation, you'd speak for a
half hour, explain it in English, then some littkel lady would get up and sayybnsieur Blais,

en francais, s'’il vous plais.”You know, Mr. Blais, French please. So you'ddn&wy go over the
whole thing in French, you know, explain. Espdgial the first seven or eight years. Towards
the end, you know in the mid seventies and sotamasn’t as pronounced. At first it was, you
just had to speak two languages at every meeting.

STU: Were the majority of the workers French?
DB: Oh, yeah. Overwhelming majority.
STU: Was there a strong sense of like French identityragnihem?

DB: Not really, not in terms of origin. | mean, yhfelt it, you know, locally, but they weren't,
no allegiance to Canada for instance because timag rom there. At least | didn't feel that
they, you know, there’s a revival, attempted revn@w, you know, the Franco-American things
and so on, and, but, most French people | domkthare anymore. | mean, they're proud of
their heritage, but | don’t think they’re interedti@ reviving or getting involved in a thing lika i
Quebec, you know, for a separatist type thing beead the nationality there and language
differences. | don't think they care.

STU: You said the speeches would have to be conducteceimch as well. What, even though
the majority were of French descent, was therd aflanguage barrier, was it maybe fifty-fifty,
or, of the percentage of people who didn't ...?

DB: Most of the real older ones were the ones wholdviequest the explanation in French.
The younger people who'd been, some of them, yawkthere’s, they came here in the late
‘30s and early ‘40s, so by the ‘60s, you know, klis had gone to school and so on and of
course, they were sixteen, seventeen, they werkingpin the mills, too, so they were able to
understand and spoke English. And the older oreduglly, you know, diminished in numbers.

STU: How is it and when, also, did you become secratatyeasury of the Maine CIO
counsel?

DB: About late ‘48, about a year after | was theegause the textile union was the biggest

union in the CIO in Maine, the only one with read bumbers. You had a few shoe workers, a
few hundred, so that, as long as | was endorsehlebiextile group, | mean, it was pretty much
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you know a sure election if | wanted to run.

STU: Would you explain in some detail the situation vitle New England mill strike?
DB: New England mill strike?

DN: Being the Bates strike, and ...

DB: Oh, Bates. Well, there was a strike here bdfoeme, in 1945, it lasted three or four
weeks | guess. In ‘55 there was a lengthy striigethe issue was, you know, wage differentials
between the north and south, which the companyneldiwas, you know, keeping them from
making a profit. Although anyone who bought Battxk in the ‘40s and kept it, probably had
a six thousand percent return. You know, it was guphenomenal thing that they made. But
they kept arguing and arguing that they had toy tis@nted a ten percent wage reduction
although they claimed, it's not a wage reductidiou bring up the wages in the south and then
you won't, you know, as if we could do anything abi. We probably had ten percent of the
southern textile workers organized and they explegseto bring up southern textile wages.

And it went on and on and that’s when we had thetmg in Muskie’s office with Louis Laun
who was the assistant to the president. And Hefdm, who was the president of Bates.
Now there’s a skunk; he was hired as presidenhangas given, | don’t know what salary, he
was given seventy-five thousand dollars in Bateskstor five dollars a share. It was selling for
twenty-seven dollars on the market, at the timad As soon as he, he got a better offer from
Burlington Mills in the south, he left Bates butrithg the strike he was on the radio and he was,
you know, newspapers and so on, blasting the urdndsve were wrong. And | sent letters to
the editor and went on the radio and it got, moshe® churches in town supported the union
position. Their leader was Father Drouin, who wesbig church in the, St. Peter and St. Paul’s,
the big cathedral down here on Ash Street, he Wwaader. He and the Protestant, Rabbi Berant
and Niles, Protestant, those three did a lot tpsttpvorkers in their, openly in the pulpit,

during that strike. And the people stuck togetrat finally we were able to settle it without a
wage cut.

STU: Did the church play a big part in helping the waskéanroughout your experience with
L2

DB: [ wasn’t here when most of the plants were distwaganized, by the time | got here
they’d been organized. See, the organization drére went on about the same time as, when,
all through New England, early ‘40s. So when | edmare in ‘47 there were already unions.
And the big fight at that time, and it was stilligg on, at that time, whether you’'d have a union
shop or not, whether it would be an open, evenghowu had a union, people could join or not
join and so on. And in that argument, public depgenerally the church was kind of neutral as
to whether there should be compulsory membershimbor And we finally, you know, were able
to achieve that, this feeling that everyone, beedle law says that if you negotiate, you've got
to negotiate for everybody. You can't just negatigr union members. The feeling was, you
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know, if we gotta negotiate for them, why shouldh#y help pay the freight? | mean, that was
the philosophy that | always had. You live in wioand you've got a fire department, you may
not like the mayor but you still gotta pay taxesffte protection, you can’t say, “Well, | don’t
like that mayor, I'm not going to pay taxes.” ®at's the same philosophy | had in union
membership. If you take the benefits, you ougtgay the freight.

STU: Wasn't there also a situation where Bates, at gte€8Manufacturing Company
threatened to leave, or was that essentially thee3a

DB: Oh, they never threatened, they had no plage.toYou know, the theory, the word is
persistent, throughout you'll see it in articlestten about the textile industry, that the mills
went south, they closed down and went south. Sleatallacy; they went no-place. Bates didn’t
go south. The plant in Waterville, Lockwood-Ducheawmade sheets, didn’'t go south, Wyandotte
[Worsted Mill] didn’t go south. The plant in Brunik that delivered, they didn’t go south,
Continental didn’t go south. Continental was thesthonest. They had a survey come in and
they, engineers, and they said it would cost themand a half million dollars to modernize the
plant to remain competitive. And it was a familyreed type thing, Mehan family owned the
company, and they called us in and said, “Lookjwséaren’t going to spend that kind of
money. We'll just run this out and close down.hdABates, so many people made millions of
dollars on that thing, every six months they’d getew president and retire him in six months
and put him on a pension. You had, in a five yesarod, about ten presidents of Bates, all taken
out of the salesman force, brought in as presidants then retire them with a high salary and a
high pension. And the, | mean, the people thaghoii, Ginsberg from New York, that outfit,
they finally sold it to, Virginia Iron and Coal bglat the controlling interest in Bates. They had
no interest in running it. So the only thing tisdgft is a little thing here which is Bates of
Maine, | guess, that can’t pay their rent. Thewdie city over three hundred thousand dollars
and they go bankrupt and now another group’s gtmrtgke it over, when their debt gets up to
three hundred thousand, they’ll go bankrupt. | meae city is subsidizing, there’s about, |
don’t know, sixty or seventy people that work thefnd it has no business being there. The
reason that they left was two: they didn’t reimiesnew machinery, and Continental was
honest about it. They said, “Look, unless we inteis kind of money, we’re too old, we don't
feel like it.” But these other companies justytiheld these things together with baling wire,
and after the war you could sell anything. Youwnthe textile industry was devastated in
England and Japan, so that anything you made ywald sell, so that they were rolling in dough,
and rather than invest it and modernize their glahey just let them run down and shut them
down. They didn’t go south.

STU: Whatwas ...?
DB: And imports also played a big part, in it, yowl.
STU: What is it that made it a believable threat? Whas it about the south?

DB: We, | never felt threatened by Bates going sodihey had no place to go. One company,
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was it, Libby I think, part of their operation, aygmoved it south, and within three years he shut
it down. There was nothing magic about the sodtheir wages were almost the same, but they
had better equipment. See, their mills were ladir WWII for the most part, with money from
the New England banks. And these mills here wail & hundred years ago. So that there
were modern plants, and. But the New England pldiun’t go south. Berkshire-Hathaway
didn’t go south, none of them went south. Peplpesk bought by Westpoint, who was
principally a southern operation, and they tramsfitsome of the sheeting business to the south,
but it was going out anyway, so the only left apBill is their blanket division in Biddeford,

but that's still here, they didn’'t go south. Bidlolel Textile who makes shells for Sunbeam for
electric blankets, they stayed here. They modedhithey got all new equipment, but they
stayed.

STU: The slack was picked up by United States’ importagiles from overseas?

DB: Yeah, well that was part of the, see, one obilgearguments within the labor movement, |
mean, you had the Reuthers who were free tradedlss@me who, they weren't affected by
imports. And we in the textile industry kept hoifg, we’'d go to conventions, say, look, you
know, are we expendable because we'’re a low, catipaly low wage industry? And we
couldn’t get anybody excited about protecting #dite industry. So the imports began coming
in from Japan and the new mills in England and thernshoe industry became affected and then
gradually everyone, electronics, you know, | dahibk there’s a TV set made in this country
any more. Zenith was assembling one up until régevith imported parts. But the whole
manufacturing thing fell out because of importsadAmports aren’t that cheap. You go to
WalMart and you get something you see “Made in A."Sand “Made in China” and they’re the
same price. They just make more money on the itapbut the customer doesn’t get any
particular advantage. But between lack of modation and the import pressure is what ruined
the industry in New England.

STU: Earlier you were saying although you never camesacany Communist organization or
anything like that, that often, well not often, Itliat you had been accused of being
Communists. Did Hayes, who was the president@fthics committee, there was a big scare at
the time investigating a lot of different uniong] e ever investigate. . . . ?

DB: Never bothered me that | know of.
STU: Were the textile workers ever investigated ...?

DB: |don't recall that our union was ever accuskid. oThe electrical union was, at one time,
investigated. There was a group in Winnesockein@eapendent union which was, had some
textile employees, with a guy named Larry Spitz whs accused of it but never anything came
of it because he, when we merged with them, | mieanyas a real nice guy. | never knew of
any meetings that he went to, any attempt thatdsemaking to recruit people. But the
electrical industry was one of the, union, eleetricnion under fire by the Hayes committee and
there was one other. Well, of course | suppose &fit@ was attacking everybody, you know,
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didn’t make any difference whether you were uniona@n-union. He had a Communist in every
closet.

STU: There were rumors circulating that Muskie was gdmgppoint you, and | don’t
remember exactly the year, the state commissidrnabor and industry, and you said that, no,
you hadn’t spoken to him. But you also said, | {datt do it anyway, because | felt, feel that ...

DB: He never spoke to me personally. I'd heartribagh somebody on his staff, and | told
him | wasn’t interested. But he never offereditrie or asked me about it or anything.

STU: I'm curious, why weren’t you interested, had henefhad?

DB: Well, I had a, I'd been working for the uniontlat time for, | don’t know, twenty years or
so, whatever, fifteen years, and | just assumettthiawas going to be my livelihood, my
lifetime career, in the labor movement. Becaus@ad, you know, advancing, | became New
England director and then | became national viesigent, and had | stayed | would have been,
you know, when we merged there with the clothingk&os union | was one of the top four
people who, but | retired before then. But | jaat no interest. | had my stint in political work
as two years on the governor’s council. And thaswof course that was before Muskie was
governor, but | had no interest in a political earer, you know, political appointments because
after all, you get appointed for two years, the m@wernor comes in and you’re out looking for
a job. And I'd built up seniority and | was lookgimowards a pension which | now have and | eat
regularl, probably wouldn’t have if I'd gone. MaMartin was commissioner of labor at the
time | guess.

STU: Well, Mr. Blais, | want to say thank you, a loty fgour time, and | just have one more
qguestion. If you could characterize, overall, auypolitical career, how would you characterize
what Muskie brought to Maine politics that was sac What did he bring that conceivably
hadn’t been brought before?

DB: | think he gave people hope. He gave the Deatstrope, and | think Maine people, that
there was something other than the Republican pantyean, and they began picking and
choosing, you know, so pretty soon we elect anpeddent governor. So that it broke the
stronghold that the Republicans had on the statdhamir cohorts in big business. | think that
changed the whole complexion of the politics in Mgithat it was possible to get away from
that kind of domination, although there’s stilyau know, certain amount of it but nothing like
it was.

STU: Okay, well, thank you very much.
DB: Okay well, you're welcome.

End of Interview
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