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Biographical Note

Selma Shapiro was born on April 28, 1915 in Lewistdaine to Goldie and Jacob Shapiro.
Her father was employed by a department store im Neburn. She grew up in Auburn, and
graduated from Edward Little High School of Aubutder mother thought very highly of
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Transcript

RC: ... interviewing Selma Blatt, July 23, 1998. Wowyltl start by just stating your full name

and spelling it for us?

Selma Blatt: Selma Shapiro Blatt, S-E-L-M-A, S-H-A-P-I-R-@-L-A-T-T.

RC: And where and when were you born?

SB: | was born in Lewiston, Maine, I'm a native, onetloé rare ones now at this stage, April

28, 1915.

RC: And did you grow up in Lewiston, or did you grow ug

SB: | grew up in Lewiston, | went to, in Auburn in fattwent to Edward Little, | went to Bates

College, and | taught school in Lewiston.
RC: And what were your parents’ names?

SB: Goldie and Jacob Shapiro.



TOB: Were they also from Auburn originally?

SB: Well, originally they came over from Europe. MyHar was one of the first Jewish Maine
settlers in the state of Maine. He was a mercimNew Auburn at a big department store, and
we were five children and, as | say, fortunatelymmyther was, to her education was very, very
important and she would save for each one of e teure that we all had a college education,

and we did.

RC: Was there a large Jewish community in Auburn atithe?

SB: Well, | would say considering, yes, | think it'sgtrably larger than it is now. That is
active Jewish people. Because we were, well, wetdvdind a common link between the two of
us and we practiced our faith and we all knew edhbr.

TOB: You know Irving Isaacson ...?

SB: Very well, I went to school with him, went all thrgh school with him. Did you talk to
him?

RC/TOB: We talked to Irving for quite awhile last month.

SB: Oh, he’s the guy, | was going to say to you, treeeeguy that really knew him, and of
course, | was a townie. | came to school everyfday my house, as | say, | walked and drove
with friends, and | didn’t have the kind of intineatelationship with the whole group there that
everybody else had the advantage of.

TOB: Why did you decide to go to Bates?

SB: You really want to know? My sister, | have an oldister, Leah, who graduated from
Bates, Phi Beta Kappa, 1925, the same year thht,Euterpe...ah.., he ran for President [Mike
Dukakis], you don’t remember the, his, she was #&ero..

TOB: Is this a Bates graduate?

SB: Yes, my sister Leah graduated from Bates in 1928 ,she was a Phi Beta Kappa and in
the picture... his name escapes me. He was adsador president from Massachusetts, he was
a Democrat and they made, he didn’t do very well.

RC: Isthis recent, or ...?

SB: Ten, twelve years back.

TOB: Dukakis.

SB: Euterpe Dukakisgic Mike Dukakis]. Thank you. Wonderful guy, andiaay his mother,
thank you for remembering for me. As | say, | tahvays remember everything, I'll try.



RC: Was it difficult at all being Jewish in a predomtigt Catholic city, in a predominantly
Protestant school, in Bates?

SB: | don't call it difficult. 1 had grown up in sché®that were predominantly Christian and |
knew how to get along, and | did. | didn't findyaiault with it. It was, we went to chapel every
single morning, you heard that. It was a, realiglagious experience. | didn’t mind it. They
took your attendance so you had to be there. Aerddll when | had to stay out of school
because my mother insisted, for the Jewish holittey, took three points off for each course for
my, yeah, my report card. And of course | was uedakting all A’s or whatever, B’s and so
forth, from high school. You think you're a big edi. But it does something to you and it's a
little difficult to handle a thing like this whegpu know? You know what I'm talking about. In
high school | graduated valedictorian so that utfid things were easy. But you see, when you
go to college from high school, maybe you had éxiserience, you find that everybody is top
honors and they’re much smarter than you are bedaey come from big cities where they
have access to wonderful teachers and better edncht’s say, because we’re from a small
town.

TOB: What kind of extra curricular activities did you oohigh school?

SB: 1did, oh everything. | was in all the music, apéd piano and | sang in the choir groups,
and | was a debater, and therefore | did comedatdact with Ed Muskie in the debating room.
But of course he went on to big things.

RC: In high school?
SB: No.
RC: In college.

SB: College, yes. | didn’t see him in high school.t Bdid know Brooks Quimby, with the
debating coach, and he used to come to our highoselmd he would be the judge, you know,
for the various debates. So | knew him when Itgete and that's why he kind of asked me to
try out for debating. Well, I did it my freshmaear and | found that it was too difficult
commuting back and forth, because you neededlireryi all the time. And it was hard for me
so | gave it up after my freshman year | belieds.much as | liked to do it, | didn’t have the
time.

TOB: What was Lewiston like during the Depression? Istani-Auburn area? Were the mills
still going?

SB: Yes, the mills were going, the shoe factories vgaiag. We learned to live on a much
smaller scale. | would save my money. You kndty tents was a lot of money in those days,
and in fact | used to play piano for dancing classeBates College and, of course we all had to
take gym in some form and dancing was part ohdythad, whatever it was that they taught us.
And | was the pianist and | got thirty five centskaour for playing piano at Bates College.



TOB: | think the area that was your gym, the women’s gignmow the Muskie Archives.

SB: | believe you're right. Oh, I loved gym. | usexglay soccer and field hockey and
basketball, you name it. It was forced on us ameéhs something we had to do and | enjoyed it
very much.

TOB: Do you think Lewiston-Auburn was particularly hdndl by the Depression?

SB: | don't think so, not any more than anybody elsdon’t know. At that time, | wasn’t
deprived of anything. | had a good time. | lo\Bates.

RC: Now, most students when they go into college tedlyybu it's a big culture shock
because they’re leaving home, they’re going awégu were somewhat right down the street.

SB: | was here.
RC: Did you feel more comfortable than you think adbtncoming freshmen were?

SB: 1did feel comfortable in that respect. | did enkig girls who lived on campus because
they were cliquey, they knew what they had, ang there lovely girls and so forth. We had a
town room, and all the girls from town met in the®m for lunch or for studying or whatever
you wanted to do. But | really didn’t get to besbfiends with the girls who lived in the
dormitories.

RC: Were the dorms much more expensive to live there?
SB: | don’t know.
RC: Or did you just live at home because it was close?

SB: Well, as | say, we were five children and thereenttiree of us going at the same time, and
my sister had gone to Bates, another sister, moblttest one. My father, by the way, was
married twice, and we were of the second marrigg@my sister who graduated in 1925 was
way ahead of her time because my mother saw hatitshe went to college. My oldest brother,
there were two of them from the first marriage, aedvent to school as an accountant, he
learned accounting in a school in Washington. Bytsister Leah really did very, very well.
Taught school afterwards. My other sister, my pkister from, my real sister, not a half sister,
Helen, went one year to Bates and didn’t like thesiof being a townie at all, and she decided
she was going away to college, so she was goingllege, and | was in college at the same ...

TOB: Where did she transfer to?
SB: NYU, and graduated Phi Beta.

RC: Now, did your parents, did they bring, what wereitipolitical affiliations? Did they



bring you up Republican or Democrat?

SB: We were independent shall | say. | think my oldesther tended to be a Democrat,
although I think he also was very independent. Weee mostly Democrats in our family |
would say.

RC: Would you characterize Bates as being a Demodratdl institution?

SB: No, no.

RC: It was very conservative?

SB: Very conservative.

TOB: Tell me about Bates, you can say whatever you veslittje color always helps. It's
1932, you're going to Bates, obviously the firstei, you used to have a job there teaching
piano, | mean playing piano for dance classes. tWia it like to be an incoming first year
student in 1932? What did the campus look like?

RC: How was it different than it is now?

SB: Oh, it was nowhere near as beautiful as it is toddych smaller, the buildings today are
spectacular by comparison. It was a typical, @h,ohd fashioned, but it was a, contemporary
for that time, very adequate. Do you still havbldy Forum? We had classes there, we had
classes in Hathorne, and I'm trying to think, teeesce building, what do they call that?
TOB: Dana Chemistry?

SB: No, another one.

RC: Carnegie?

TOB: It must have had a different name for it, but hkhit was, but it's called Dana Chemistry
now. But it might, it's right next to Hathorne Hial

SB: No, it was near the library, in that area.

TOB: Coram?

SB: Coram Library, but the ...

TOB: Hedge Hall, maybe?

TOB: Well, maybe it's not there any more. What was ywajor, by the way?

SB: History and government, that's how | happened tmvkiMuskie so well. He was a



brilliant guy and a gentleman at all times. | ebtéll when he answered a question, he knew
what he was talking about. He was very, very lirigh

RC: And you had courses with him?

SB: Oh, yes. A lot of them. We had Professor Gould.
TOB: Pa Gould.

SB: Yeah, oh, I loved him.

RC: Were there other professors that influenced ...?

SB: | had Professor Hovey, Amos Hovey | believe his eamas, and | majored with him as
well. | think my thesis was with Dr. Hovey.

TOB: Tell us about what classes were like with Pa Gowltht Brooks Quimby was like.

SB: | don’t remember having classes with Brooks Quimbignew him as a judge of debate
and so forth, but I really didn’t know him that Wedie was a very kind gentleman. They all
were. You don't find people like that today. hdauthfully say we were very fortunate to have
the caliber teachers that we had then, reallfinktwe got a wonderful education.

TOB: People that seem to have come out of Bates irtithatperiod, when Brooks Quimby
and Pa Gould were there, seem to have gone ondrcaptional lot of great things. They've
really been successful in those years.

SB: Well, | think they left us with some wonderful, warful principles, | really do.
Somewhere along the line, | don’t know where | hegkit, but it seemed to come from maybe
my college years.

TOB: What was Pa Gould’s teaching style?

SB: Oh, he was humorous and he also at the time, k therwas on the school board in
Lewiston, or on the council in Lewiston. He wasdditician at the same time, and he used to
kid around a lot and tell us that he was a Comntamd of course we knew very well he was a
Republican, but he was extremely interesting anddie your attention all the way through.

RC: How would you characterize what Muskie was likefRel_if you were to meet him, what
would ...?

SB: Muskie, a tall stately Lincolnesque, you know? whes a very fine, shy, he was not as
outgoing, but he, you knew he was an outstandingdesit at all times. | felt, anyway.

TOB: You said tall and Lincolnesque, did he stand oenen college?



SB: Yes, he did, he was an excellent debater, he wha Bgma Rho, and he graduated Phi
Beta, you know very well he’s outstanding. Andégume he was very well liked by his
classmates and his roommates and so forth in theitey, | don’t know too much about that.

RC: Did he have a social peer group that people alaagseciated him with, like certain
people he would ...?

SB: | wouldn’t know, that I can’t tell you.

RC: Were Irving and he close?

SB: Ask Irving.

TOB: Did you remain close with Irving during college?

SB: Irving’s a very quiet guy, he doesn’t socializeraaj deal, and I'm quite an extrovert, as
you can well see.

TOB: | guess let’s go back, let’s talk a little more abwhat your classes were like. Do you
remember any of the names of your classes?

SB: | had Mrs. Mabee for my freshman English teachiknever forget her.
TOB: Mrs. Mabee?

SB: M-A-B-E-E. Infact, her son, Carleton Mabee wasnn class.

RC: What were your aspirations in college, what did y@nt to do after?

SB: Bates graduated teachers and preachers, and lowvagstg be a teacher. Did you ever hear
that before?

TOB: No, no.
SB: Really? Yes, many of the fellows who graduatedifi®ates became preachers and most
of the women, | don’t say all of them, but manytledm became teachers. | know my two sisters

were teachers, and | was a teacher. We all taaajitol.

TOB: What kind of things did you participate in sociadlyBates? | know you lived at home
so you weren’tinintelligible word.

SB: | had a wonderful time my first three years becdussd a boyfriend, not my husband but
another fellow. And he was two years ahead of ntelee was also very bright. In fact, | think
he was the student assistant in history.

TOB: What was his name?



SB: You really want me to tell you his name, too.

TOB: Only if you want to.

SB: | don’t know that that’s for publication, but it den’t matter. Robert Fitterman, and we
were very friendly, we had a wonderful time, andewlyou have somebody to go to the dances
with and socialize with, it makes a great differen&o my first two years at Bates were very
happy ones.

RC: Now, speaking of Ruth Rowe Wilson and some otheplgewho graduated in >36 and
around that time, they speak really heavily of lsmgregated it was for men and women. Was it
frowned upon to have a boyfriend back then? ltegel? Was it taboo at all?

SB: Not at all. What do you mean by boyfriend? Weeayshe had a boyfriend.

RC: Who are you speaking of?

SB: Ruth Rowe Wilson. She didn't ...

TOB: Well, she just, | think, the question, she just ...

SB: Most girls did only because you had somebody ttogbe dances with and it made life
more interesting.

TOB: | think that Ruth was talking a little bit more akipless about normal courting, things
like that, as opposed to segregation in the dihalts and, between men and women, and the
dorms and things of that nature.

SB: Oh, yes, they were. There were boys dorms ansl dinims, they were, oh yes.

TOB: And in physical education there was, they were 1sgpatoo.

SB: Oh, absolutely, oh, yes.

RC: And she was saying there were only a few times@fyear that they got together to eat
and to go to dances and so forth.

SB: Oh, was that so? | see. Well, you see, | wapadtof that, you understand, because |
lived at home, and maybe it was easier for me @ lh@yfriend who could come visit me at
home and take me out or whatever it was. Butpftdecall ...

TOB: What were the dances like?

SB: They were wonderful. We all behaved very nicdlywas not the rowdy, loud music that
you hear today. And we had, | think we had a wolndiéme. 1 just find that it's much better



than things are today. Things are too, what'satbed? It's too loud, too commercial, too
boom-boom, whatever it is they listen to, and hkhive were happier as a result.

RC: Really? More personable maybe, as opposed to foday

SB: Yes.

RC: Things are sort of disconnected.

TOB: Definitely, | can agree with you in the one senfthat, like, I'm always a little envious
that I've never really become a really good swiagakr or ballroom dancer because you never
have the opportunity. And when you do it, it's fult's real fun.

SB: Yeah, you want to know, today everybody is doinrgdwn thing separately, you know?
We went to dances with people and we danced amasitgreat fun, it was. | had, every
Saturday night Bates College had a dance, so yew kimat ...

RC: Just for Bates students?

TOB: Do you think Bates as an institution was insuldtech the Depression?

SB: Now you're asking me something | don’t really know.

RC: Were Bates students in general pretty wealthy?

SB: Yes, | think, not wealthy. Do you know how much pagd for tuition when | started?
Two hundred and fifty dollars a year, not board eswm, I'm talking just tuition.

RC: Was that more, not wealthy, but comparatively teeopeople in Lewiston and in this
area?

SB: A lot of people couldn’t afford that, you see.

TOB: Ed Muskie couldn’t afford that.

SB: Apparently, well, he had a scholarship, didn’t he?

RC: It ran out before his senior year, and the deandéidd extra money.
TOB: George Lane, the treasurer, sponsored him.

SB: | know him, yes, yes, George Lane, he was a bankewn.

RC: Were you ever involved with the office of pricelsteation?

SB: | knew him when he was, when Ed Muskie was. Anslighcoincidental, it so happens, by



the way, this oldest brother of mine used to beragted in politics and he ran a fund raiser in
his house for people to help Ed Muskie get eleced,| remember being there. | was married
at the time and | took my husband, and | and tlildrem used to take a cottage in Old Orchard
Beach, and my next door neighbor, we were kind gifoaup of cottages, five cottages in a row.
The next door neighbor was also with the OPS, tyas OPA?

TOB: OPS.

SB: OPS. He was part of it, too, Milt Wheeler, andused to bring Ed home with him, and as
a group that lived together, we used to party, seduo have lobster feeds and just parties
outside, picnics and so forth. So | got to sea&d politician.

RC: Was his character a lot different as a politiclaant as a student?

SB: No, but | think he loosened up, | really do. Inthhe was, | think that's where he got the
idea of becoming, you know ...

TOB: Governor.
SB: Yes, a politician altogether.
TOB: Where?

SB: When he started with OPS and so forth and met pedpé became quite, very popular
and well known.

TOB: So, Milt Wheeler ...?

SB: He was from Portland, he was a lawyer, as wasAtul they both worked at OPS and he
would bring him home and we would party together.

TOB: Do you remember any specific instances?
SB: No, I really don’t. | just know that he was, it svaasier to talk to him and much friendlier.
TOB: Than he was in college.

SB: Oh, yes, oh yes, | got to know him, as | say, qwigdl, but | don’t recall any particular
episodes.

TOB: Today at Bates there’s a, there’s a few studentsate everywhere. They're always in
the newspaper, they’re always in the daily annoonecd, their names are always on the radio.
Was Ed Muskie one of those people who was alwayiagia speech, who was always being
reported for some accomplishment, who was on es@uycil or every committee?

SB: | think towards the end in his last years, junioed genior, he was quite well known and



did, well, of course he got to be known as a delsteverybody knew him then. And most
bright upstanding scholars get to be well knownaltlege and he, at that time anyway, | don’t
know what makes you outstanding now, could be dthags.

TOB: Do you remember any of the people that Ed Muskie elase, particularly close with, or
any of the other members of the men’s debate tédhagtime? This is a shot in the dark, but
anyone else that you might remember from your @tBates that we might want to interview?
SB: You're talking about men?

TOB: Or women, either one.

SB: I'd have to look at the list, I really would. Wedlid you talk to Don Gautier?

TOB: No.

SB: You didn't talk to Don Gautier? He’s in Old Orchdaight now because ...

TOB: How do you spell his last name?

SB: G-A-U-T-I-E-R. He’s very active at Bates. He’saudr class.

TOB: We’'ll have to put him on the list.

SB: Yeah, and David Whitehouse, but he’s not arounides€ are boys that, let me give you
the letter | just ...walks away from recordgr

(I don’t know what happens here - interview resumiéis new subjecy.

SB: | know her very well. Nice, awfully nice gal.

TOB: We're going to interview her soon, too.

SB: You are? Oh, you're going to like her.

TOB: She was supposedly really good friends with Mugkrentelligible phrasg
SB: She was?

TOB: And they, because they had jobs near each othargdiine summer when Ed would
work at the Kennebunk Inn or something like that.

SB: Oh, really? See, I didn't know, that was during/exge probably.

(Telephone interruptioi.



SB: ... then, when he got out, ...
Arthur Blatt (husband): | was drafted, you know.

SB: He was in the Army for four years and in the intetifound myself pregnant. | had of
course my first child, and so | had to come baaké&o

TOB: Was this Second World War or Korea?

SB: Thisis ...

AB: Second World War.

SB: ... nineteen forty-three?

TOB: So you met on a blind date, huh?

SB: 1did. And we are married, would you like to kndvfty-nine years.
TOB: My grandparents are married fifty, sixty this yeé&nyway, so ...

SB: See, here’s Carleton Mabee, here’s Edith Jordawsis a good friend of mine, did you
ever interview her? There’s a lovely girl. Younwahis list?

TOB: Actually, oh, we can get it from the ...

SB: And June Giriffith ic Griffin], | knew her well, and there’s Irving Iseson. (Put the light
on, Babe. No, the round one, the top one.)

TOB: So who do you think was your, most influentialyamu during your time at Bates?
SB: Professor you're talking?

TOB: Or professor or friend.

AB: Or dogcatcher.

SB: | can’t seem to, | don’t think | had too many clos&ationships with professors at that
time. Maybe it was Dr. Hovey because he was mios@alvisor and, for my thesis | believe.
But, | think that’s why | don’t have that closeagbnship, | wasn’t on campus. You get the

point?

TOB: It seems like there was a definite sghbw was the relationship between the two
groups?

SB: Fine, when we were together it was great. ButHrapus girls stuck together, too, and



there were quite a lot of them. We were quiteaugrthat went in that town room, had lunch
together and so forth.

TOB: Where was the town room?

SB: Hathorne Hall, one of the, as you go in Hathorn#, ftau step, there’s three steps down,
the room on the right, that was our room.

TOB: [I've taken Chinese classes in there.

SB: Oh, really?

RC: Going back to when you would have parties and Edldvoome over and he was part
OPS, one of the things | was instructed to do Wwasthat’s one of the things we know least
about, in terms of his life and how he was whemvae with OPS. Do you know anything about
the organization itself?

SB: No, I don’t. | can't tell you anything about that.

RC: Any anecdotes or just funny stories you remembeyetting together?

SB: No, | don’t. We did have a good time, that I'llitgou. | mean, he’d let his hair down, he

RC: He was very relaxed.
SB: Yes, that part | enjoyed, but | don't, that's agdime ago.
TOB: Did you support Ed Muskie in his gubernatorial camgp of >547?

SB: Yes, | did, | certainly did. As | say, my brotheas quite active doing things like that, and
he ran a party so that we could ...

TOB: Now, did you brother have a role? Was he ...?
SB: No, he was behind the scenes, always.

RC: When you were supporting Muskie, what was it thas appealing about him as a
politician?

SB: Well, | knew him, and | knew he was an exceptianal, and that he was smart. You
don’t get smart politicians. There are the feweptons, | will say. | consider, regardless
Clinton’s personal life, | think he’s a brilliantan. This man has a command of the language
and how to handle people and affairs. | just thiekdoes a super job, when he speaks he says
something. And we haven’t had too many of thedeamt presidents, believe me.



RC: Do you think Muskie would have made a good pregilen

SB: Absolutely. I think it's very sad what happenedtm in New Hampshire, when he broke
down, and he was harassed at the time. It was.just

RC: What incident are you talking about?

AB: Well, they said something about his wife that was

SB: And he started to cry.

RC: Oh, I'll tell you an interesting story behind that.

RC: Oh, somebody did say something pretty ...

SB: Responsible for an awful lot of things today, as yell know. Yes, | was very
disappointed because |, he made a wonderful govamibhe’s a smart guy. And I think the
state of Maine in general has proved itself tolde #o pick intelligent leaders, am I right? You
take Mitchell, and Muskie, and Bill Cohen, and apwe’ve done very, very well. I'm not going
to vouch for some of the others, but we've had soamaes that have been very, very good. You
don’t find that everywhere.

AB: You know, when your father and mother’s a pabmn; you’ve really got something.

RC: What were some of the specific issues that Muslkis addressing that you felt made him
such a good politician?

SB: | don’t remember the issues at the time. Couldeighten me and | will ...?
RC: Perhaps the environment, | know he was really, @wagion.
SB: He was interested in conservation. Okay, | waaware of that one.

TOB: How about this, what do you think Ed Muskie’s majontributions were to the state of
Maine? What do you think, this is just your opmigou know, living in Maine.

RC: Being someone who supported him, having a votedileryone else.
TOB: What do you say he gave to the state of Maine?

SB: I'm not sure what he gave, but | can say that lasliiant man and speaker and a fine
person, | think he gave the state of Maine a g@denin the country. When you say, as goes
Maine, so goes the nation, he, whatever he staodds the right thing, at least | felt so, and
that’s why | voted for him. | think he was an hepdine gentleman and very, very smart, and |
give that my number one vote.



RC: The state of Maine, before Muskie came around,avaery, very Republican state. What
do you think he did that all of a sudden just sratd that?

SB: Well, you've got an outstanding person. He himsathe across as very low key, very ...
AB: Honest.

SB: Yes, honest, smart, kind.

AB: He was a man of the people, he wasn’t way ugethéth the people down here.

SB: That's right.

TOB: Great, thank you very much.

End of Interview
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