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Biographical Note

Kenneth Bosworth was born in Rumford, Maine on Detoer 9, 1912. He grew up in the same
neighborhood as the Muskie family. He knew Ed Masis a youth, and the two attended school
together, continuing to keep in touch in later gear
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Transcript

Jim Ross: What is your name and current address?

Kenneth Bosworth: My name is Kenneth Bosworth, 4&ntelligible word), Mexico, Maine.
JR:  When and where were you born?

KB: | was bornin Rumford, 1912, December 9th.

JR: All right, now did your parents, did they, weahey born in Rumford or in Maine, or were
they immigrants?

KB: My father was born in Hartford, Maine. My motlveas born near Pugwash, Nova Scotia.
JR: How did they end up here? | mean, what, howtltey bring you here or did you, were -?
KB: Oh, | was born here.

JR: You were born here so how did they come heas, tvthe jobs, the mill?

KB: Yes, my father come from Hartford, Maine upehand worked in the old International
Mill, then they had the strike. And then back 818, WWI, he went to Dover, New Hampshire.
He worked in the shipyard in Portsmouth, makingwio@den boats at that time. Then he come
back here and went on his own doing electrical warken in 1921, that's when he passed
away.

JR: So he was, you were pretty young when yourefatied.

KB: | was nine years old.

JR: Nine years old. That’s similar to, is it Mrnastasio, his father died when he was very
young, too. Did you, as a result -?

KB: Ed's father, Ed was, | think that's when he wiato the Senate when his father died.



JR: Yeah, yeah. Did your mother, did she, would db anything in the town or was she just
a housewife?

KB: Her folks, her father, mother and her sistes larothers come from Nova Scotia, they
come down here. | don’t know what year, when tteye here.

JR: And so what did she do in the town, was shegususewife, kind of a mother?
KB: That's right.

JR: Now how many brothers and, did you have anyhens and sisters?

KB: No.

JR: You're the only one. Okay.

KB: That's the reason | had to get out from schogt,on my own.

JR: And earn some money. All right, so then, nowry@lationship with Ed began, when did
it begin? In high sch-, in Virginia, elementarheol?

KB: Don’'t know. Oh no, Christ, we all went to Vilmga school with him. Of course, as | say
the whole family, | knew the whole family well, I'gkrown right up with them.

JR: Allright, that's good.
KB: All the sisters and the brother.

JR: That's great because | want to ask you abaititha minute. Good, I'm glad to hear that.
All right, so you, so then you obviously lived negou lived in Virginia then.

KB: Right.

JR: Allright, and you lived near them, you saicdab them?

KB: |lived above them, the street above them. My lived on, we called it Hemingway
Street, and the street just above their house w#®DStreet, that's the street that I lived on,
Dutton Street.

JR: D-U-T-O-N or something like that?

KB: And they lived down as | say on Hemingway Strefnd, from where | was to down over
the banking probably from here to that other baglawer there. | don’'t know if it was that far -

JR: Not very far at all, huh.



KB: Because they, his mother, they had a littlelgamrlways out back, she always had a nice
flower garden up on the banking, too, there.

JR: So they, now did the family have two gardenshack there, or, in the back of their
house.

KB: In the back of the house.
JR: They had a flower garden and a vegetable gardth?
KB: Little vegetable garden and a flower garden.

JR: All right. Now did you, all right, now startingith elementary school, that was when you
first got to know him. Did you know him before elentary school?

KB: Ohyes.

JR: You did.

KB: Well when they moved there, see, they didnioally live there.

JR: Yeah, they lived on Spruce Street before that.

KB: Yeah, before that. And then they come upinktlit was their uncle that had that house
and he was running a steam laundry at that timed when he left, went to Massachusetts, and
they moved into that house.

JR: Oh, all right, and so he went probably dowB&ston or something like that.

KB: Yes, their uncle was a Quinn.

JR: Okay, all right, that makes more sense. Alhtj so then, and you were there when they
all moved in then | take it and you -

KB: Yes.

JR: Allright, and what was, all right then, whhtake it that there was a relatively close, the
neighborhood kids were relatively, you know, as@ug, right? What was the family, well what
was Ed and kids, you know, like Irene [(Muskie) &son] and Lucy [(Muskie) Paradis] and
Eugene, Frances [(Muskie) Chouinard], what wag thew did they fit in right away, did they?
KB: They fit right in.

JR: Did they really. And they just -?



KB: Yes, they fit rightin. As | say, we used,higut front of the house there on Hemingway
Street, there was a little field there, but we useplay ball right in front of the house, all cf.u

JR: Ohreally. How many of there were you about?

KB: Oh, probably seven or eight or more than thétrees.

JR: Really? Okay, now who, | take it Frank wouklthere and Vito.
KB: Frank and his brother.

JR: And his brothers, all right. And who would, evilse would be there besides, and the
sisters and then you and Ed.

KB: Well, there was the McPhee family lived there.

JR: They weren't too close to the McPhee family evidrey?
KB: No.

JR: Yeah, I didn't -

KB: The McPhee family didn’t live too many yeatsy had moved. Because they lived right
in the next house where Irene, the house that dehkve in.

JR: | heard that, Irene told me that Mr., well Step Muskie didn’t like them at all.

KB: No.

JR: What were they like?

KB: Oh, they were beautiful. | used to, well ide when I'd go down over to Henry had his
camp, down to the workplace. We’d go down thereytd®aradis had the camp, we’d go down
there and Mr. Muskie would be out and he’d setdlwar the porch and he had started talking to
me. And he’d tell me all, | don’t know how many @l heard the old story when he come to
this country.

JR: Oh really, he was very proud.

KB: Oh, he was a nice man. And so was his motber,

JR: Allright, all right, now let’s, okay, descrilies father. What was he like? You say, okay,
very proud of his -

KB: Oh yes, he was very proud of all his childréte was just a proud man. He was a nice
man.



JR: Was he strict, was he, | mean, did you evet ffia was strict with you all, or -?
KB: No, no, | wouldn’t say he was that strict. &t&vas a nice man.

JR: How did he treat you?

KB: Good.

JR: Did he?

KB: Oh, yeah. Yeah.

JR: Now how did, when he was with the kids, wouddgtay with the kids, would he, or would
he, would he not do that?

KB: Him and Ed, he used to take Ed up to the laeng a lot. He loved to fish and so did
Ed, and his father would take him with another,|w#&iink it was Mr. Gagnon, Alfred Gagnon
and his son Robert that just passed away hereragea The four of them would go up the
lakes and fish. That was when you used to hatakthe train out of Rumford and go(town
name).

JR: Ohreally? There was a train into Rumford then

KB: Oh, there was a train all the way from Rumfopdto Kennebago. Back then they used to
have what they called the, the Yankee Clipper arething like that, they had a name for it. It
come from New York, had the big dining cars an@gés on it. it was actually for the -

JR: For the, for the -

KB: Summer.

JR: Isthere, is it still used at all, or, do tteifl use that railroad, is the railroad still in
operation? | mean not that specific one, but -?

KB: No.
JR:  When did that -?
KB: Now actually all the trains coming north argjast freight.

JR: Really, all right. Now, back to the father,attwas he like physically? | mean, can you
describe him, what he looked like as a, | meantvealsig -?

KB: He was a tall man, he wasn't, I'd say he was @utall man, an average man. He wasn't -



JR: He wasn't like reallyunintelligible phrase).
KB: Wasn’t overweight or anything. Tailors alwdngl stories to tell.

JR:  What kind of stories would he tell? | meangaih) you said about his coming from Poland
and stuff. What kind of things, | mean what wohtdtalk about? | mean, would he say -?

KB: Well, yeah, when he’d come here. | think, theyne, yeah, I think he’d come through, or
she did, from Buffalo because there’s a lot oftreés | know in around Buffalo they had.

JR: Okay, and so he ended up staying here then.
KB: Yup, in the tailor shop.
JR: How did the tailor shop do? | mean, how wa,thow was the tailor shop, was it a -?

KB: Oh, he was the only, no, there was two taddithat time, but he was the one that lasted
out the longest.

JR: So, did you ever get stuff done at, had sttlenby him?
KB: Everything, he made all the clothes.
JR: Was he a good, was he expensive, or was he -?

KB: No, no, no, he wasn'’t at all expensive, he'&ean fact you could buy your
(unintelligible word) suit there just as cheap as you could go tora stied get it off the rack.

JR: So he was reasonably fair at least in whathaeged.
KB: (Unintelligible phrase), too, what helped a lot. Your clothing storeshat time, there
was a lot at one time here, people would go ingetdsuits or something, pants, and he’d do the

(unintelligible word) for them.

JR: And so he was pretty much thriving. What hao-you remember when it burned down,
the store burned down?

KB: Yes and no, to tell you the truth. So manyheim burned that -

JR: Really, alot of -? I'm surprised. What, wiwguld, | guess everything was made of wood
then, around then.

KB: Let's see, after the first place he had burhednoved over onto Exchange Street. He
was right on Congress Street the first.

JR: And then it, and then he changed. Now, thé&mg that he was in, one floor was his -



KB: Yeah, and down underneath was the shoe shop.
JR: Allright. Was there something on, was theseeond floor above or not?
KB: No.

JR: There was not, nothing up there. All rightj& and did he have other people working
with him?

KB: Ohyes, he had a, now | couldn’t tell you wihegt fellow’s name was that worked for him.
JR: He did have someone working for him. Okay, wasisy in there a lot, or was it often -?
KB: He was always busy I think.

JR: Really? Was Mr. Muskie involved in like thingsthe town, very involved in the
community?

KB: No, | don't think, no, not that | can remembeer he was involved with anything. He
did belong to the, yeah, he did belong to the Elks.

JR: So he just kind of stuck to his own, he wenwtwk, and when would he go to work in the
morning, early? Was he like an early man who ventork early, stayed, came home, and then
went to bed early? Or was he -?

KB: Oh, I think he used to get down there to gaadoeight o’clock | think he opened up.
Stay until five, five thirty or six.

JR: And would he eat his lunches away or home, feeres would he, where would he, would
he come home, or, for dinner | guess you'd call it?

KB: Oh, I don’t know if he ever come home for dinoeif he took a lunch. At that time up
there they had to walk all the way, there was andportation then.

JR: There was no buses or anything.
KB: No.

JR: Allright. So, for the most part he, he waseilly involved in a lot. | mean he just kind of
kept to his own, doing his own kind of thing baclddorth.

KB: | can remember him not being involved in toocinu

JR: Would he play, would he play with you all, | amrewould he go out there and play football
with you, or was he more -?



KB: No, no, no, | never seen him out playing.

JR: Was he more restrained?

KB: He'd be out back working while we’d all be piay.

JR: Really, in his garden.

KB: Yup.

JR: Did he do a lot of upkeep on the house, | meas he that kind of -?

KB: Oh, the house was always kept up nice. Heyawaas good at that.

JR: He was always very much a handy man | take it.

KB: He did a lot himself, and he had a lot hiredaat.

JR: People would come in and do work for him? Vddut, like would he cut his own grass?
KB: Ohyes. He wasn't afraid of work.

JR: He would just go out and do it.

KB: Well, you stop and you look at some of thesepaople, if you could picture any of the
old people from the old country, they worked. Waogver bothered them. | know my father-in-
law here, he was from Lithuania. And he push-motirledawn, mowed everything, he had a big
garden always, besides working in the mill threiftsh

JR: Are you serious? Three shifts?

KB: Well you had three, the mill run three shifeven to three, three to eleven, eleven to
seven.

JR: Boy oh boy, that’s tough. So now, okay, so fabeut the mother, what was the, what -?
KB: She was a real nice person.

JR: Was she? What, what -?

KB: | always used to have a lot of fun with her.

JR: Why do you say that?

KB: Every once in a while I'd kid her, | used tal kvith her. | gnintelligible word) one time |



was kidding her and she said, oh, damn you Ketwt.she was niceutintelligible phrase).
JR: What kind of things would you joke with her aibgust about anything?

KB: Anything, yeah, nothing special. Anything couge you'd say something to her, and
she’d take it no matter what you said, she wouté thand, because she’d never get mad at you.

JR: So she wasn't, well all right, then who was deciplinarian in this home, | mean who
laid down the laws or who punished if anyone wasgto be punished, who did this?

KB: Now I don’'t know. | never know when they egat punished to tell you the truth.
JR: They weren't that kind of they weren't, thahéiof kids.

KB: No, no, very good. Just like you see Ed todayday he’s the same as when he grew up.
| don’t see a bit of difference in him, no.

JR: Really, you think so. Why do you say that, td?a

KB: Well, we talk the same to one another as waydvdid. Because | forget where we was,
oh, I think it was at his mother’s place, Ed amwere talking. Well, some of hisifintelligible
phrase) come up, want to talk politics or something. ldgss I'm talking to Kenny, he says,
when Kenny and | get done talking I'll find timerfgou. That’s the type he was.

JR: Really, wow, that's incredible. So he, yomndl@hink he’s changed very much in that
aspect.

KB: No, he, as | say, we talked then as we alwal;sh@’s no, never put on that he was
senator or governor or anything, you never knowhén he’s around.

JR: So, okay, now let’s say you and Ed came indtier playing around, came into the house,
and what, how would the mother, how would his matiieu know, deal with you all just
coming, | mean, would she -?

KB: She’d never change.

JR: Really, she just, come on in?

KB: Yeah, she never changed, she was always the sAnd you know, it's surprising, too,
but she was always the same to us, never changed.

JR: She never got mad at you. Now, | mean -
KB: Notto my knowledge. If she ever did, she méetus know it.

JR: What was her house like, what was, | mean hiovgle keep it?



KB: Very nice. She had a nice clean housen{elligible word), always. In fact, you'd go in
that house | think you could eat off the floors ahgres.

JR: Really. Was it, would you consider itumintelligible word)?
KB: It was a family home, it was a home for the ifgm
JR: So anyone could -

KB: You wouldn't say it, if you went in and she didwant you in this room or that room, she
never -

JR: And she’d never, you know?

KB: |think that's the way the children was brougpt Any of the children, you go to their
house, it's a family home for the kids, too. THeiends come in just as well as -

JR: Did your mother belong with, did she, was sloseto Mrs. Muskie at all? | mean did she
ever? There was a sewing club, or a sewing group.

KB: | wouldn't say that she ever belonged to theisg clubs up there the women had or not,
| wouldn’t dare to.

JR: Okay, so, and but Mrs. Muskie just basicallydmthe meals and cooked and cleaned and.
Do you see any of Ed now or Ed in the, you knaswh@ grew up, of his mother in Ed? | mean,
any of her characteristics, like the way she ladghiee way she talked, or ways she -?

KB: Well, to tell you the truth, | never noticetlnever noticed.

JR: No. Really, so you don’t, who do you think relloff more on Ed, mother or the father?
Or, all right, maybe | should say this differenhavdid Ed seem to fancy more as a child

KB: Now, | wouldn’t say he fancied either one anyrenthan the other, he thought the world
of both of them, I'd put it that way.

JR: Really. He spent, from what | gather a lotimfe with his mother. He’d read while she
was -

KB: Well, he spent time with his mother, yes. Mally, (unintelligible phrase), when he was
growing up there was his sisters there, too. K pretty hard when you have a family to spend
too much time with one when you got, there wasdlyies and the two boys.

JR: Yeah, exactly.

KB: No, there was four girls.



JR: So now, all right, when you started to go thasd with him, all right, in Virginia, it was
the first time you went to school with him, you wen the same class?

KB: Yes, we always was in the same class. | au@h tell you now, it's been so long ago,
what class he started when he come to Virginidaink, Ed was in school, must have been the
Bisby School or something when he, before they ddweVirginia.

JR: Bisby School, what, | haven't heard of that.

KB: | mean Pettingill School, that was just up oer hill from Spruce Street.

JR: Allright, so it was for like grades one to far something like that?

KB: Oh no, right to seven. And Virginia Schoobgtsame, to seventh grade.

JR: Oh, one to seven also.

KB: (Unintelligible phrase) and then the junior high was, they had to comerdm Rumford
for that.

JR: Eighth grade.

KB: Coming down to Rumfordigintelligible phrase) Virginia down.

JR: So what did you two do before, so when he mdwédirginia you both were about to go
to school then, in Virginia. | mean you were abimugo in to enter the first grade basically, well
you’re not sure, but.

KB: I'm not sure what.

JR: Allright, well what was Virginia like, just @m your experience, what was Virginia
School like?

KB: Virginia was a good school, a nice big schemht grades, classes and grades and
everything.

JR: Teachers, what were the teachers like? Wene thd you have different classes for
different teachers or what was that like?

KB: No, you had the same teacher for each clamsah like each grade, you had one teacher
for each grade. Unintelligible phrase), you didn’t change classes, you just-

JR: Yeabh, right, right, like in high school. Alght, so you didn’t really, for the most part you
stayed in one class.



KB: That's true.

JR: And you didn’t, you wouldn’t go from one to, gou were in the same classroom -?
KB: You wouldn’t go from class to class, differetasses, you stayed with -

JR: Would you sit next to Ed during class ever?

KB: No.

JR: Or was it by alphabetical, or?

KB: Yes, yeah, sometimes, you couldn’t pick youn®egat anyway.

JR: You couldn’t? Yeah, | guess they, yeah. Wellv was, were the classes strict, | mean
did they have homework and they’d expect you tadhiam?

KB: We had homework. Oh yes, they had homeworkot Af people never had to do it, like
a guy like Ed, he had it all up here that he cdodk at something and that would be it.

JR: So he didn't have to, he didn’t have any protdevith that kind of stuff.

KB: No, that's why he’s such a talker, too, | thinkhey got him on the debating, talked him
into going on the debating team in high school.

JR: And they, and from there | guess kind of opened
KB: From there he opened up.

JR: So, all right, now when you started to go nentary school, you would walk to school
with him, right?

KB: Not every day. Sometimes he’d be alone andestimere was quite a bunch of them
around there from Virginia, what we called the low&ginia where we were, that would go.

JR: So you never, well you'd for the most part gsthool with him in the morn-, for the

most part. What was he like on that walk? It waslatively, it wasn’t a long one, but what was
he like, would you just sit there?

KB: In school, walking to school?

JR: Yeah.

KB: He was just the same as the rest of us.

JR: Just sit there and chat about, what did yduahbut, what would you talk about?



Just about anything?

KB: Atthattime | don’t know what the devil we’eé balking about, it's so, you stop and
figure back.

JR: This unit takes much longer , so - Anyway, $®wyou, okay, when you got into junior
high and going to college, did you all start to,anvtvas that like when you, did he start, did he
change at all or was he same?

KB: Just the samertintelligible phrase), never changed, didn’t change a bit.

JR: He didn’t change his, so he really into studyin

KB: He was always studying there in school.

JR: Did he study more than he played?

KB: 1think he did, really. He did play basketbdlithink that's about the only sport, now |
wouldn’t say, | think that’s about the only spoHe got on that debating team, they talked him
into going into debating.

JR: How did he, do you remember when he first sthto do that, | mean -?

KB: Well, it was the year after they had the bigates when they’d go to different schools,
how good they were, they’d come home, tell you lyowd they were.

JR: Was Ed very proud of his -?

KB: Ed was proudufintelligible phrase).

JR: He really enjoyed that, then, | take it. Gomgd there and doing that. All right, so -
KB: |tell you, he had to, that's what got him ilitics.

JR: You think so. Do you think the debating -?

KB: Yeah, and then he went to law school. | suppesfigured where he’s such a good
debater, put a good argument, too -

JR: Yeah, he could take up arguments really quickly
KB: So that's why | say, | mean as a governor Mknaemember when he run for governor -
JR: The first time that he ran.

KB: When they had the governor’s ball, we all gat invitations.



JR: Really, he kept in touch with you. Why do yauppose he kept in touch with you?

KB: |don't know, | have no idea why. Just becausas good friends, always good friends
with the rest of the family.

JR: What was Eugene like?

KB: Gene was good. He was a big boy. What was tised to call him? We had a

nickname for Gene, because he was a big, rugged3me was. Tall, but he was ruggeder than
Ed | think.

JR:  Would you say -

KB: Gene wasn't in the same class as Ed, very sjogut

JR: Ohreally, so, yeah, more, coarser in a way.

KB: Gene was more of a, well he was always raiieglevil a lot @gnintelligible word). He
wasn’t what you'd call a studious homebody.

JR: Did he have a hard time living up to his brotheeputation?
KB: Idon't think so, | don’t think it bothered Gea bit.
JR: Really, @nintelligible phrase)?

KB: |don't think it bothered Gene a bit. | dotiiink it bothered any of the family. They was
all proud of him.

JR: Even when they were young guys, old guys, yoank when Ed was getting these straight
A’s and all this kind of stuff?

KB: No, | don't think that bothered any of them.

JR: Okay. Now what was, what were the sisters?likdow did these two brothers get along
with the three sisters, or four sisters?

KB: They always got along, | don’t know how.
JR: Really, | mean they didn’t, you know -?
KB: | never seen them argue about one anotheritioiowe another. No, just a good family.

JR: Okay, so they were relatively, they must haae tineir spats, though, or whatever.



KB: If they did, well it was never open.

JR: They were kind of, they kept things to themses|wthough, too, at times, certain things like
that. Were they, do you think they were conceragalit their image? | mean, the family was
about how people thought of them?

KB: No, | don't think so. | don’t think any of threthought how people think of them. They
were Muskies and they were Muskies.

JR: And so they didn’t, they wouldn't let peopleey wouldn’'t expand upon their home
problems or whatever if they ever had any.

KB: No, no, they was nice.
JR: Would they often go to the help of other pedpbkt knew them, or, you know?
KB: Oh yeah, yes, if somebody really needed help.

JR: Yeah, they would. Okay, now what was Rumfakd hs a town during this, when you
were growing up?

KB: Itwas a busy town. We had two mills herehat time. Fact is, we had the International
and then theupintelligible word), three of them. Plus the Oxford. Virginia thegd the big
steam laundry and the big sawmill. Long logs waddhe floating down the river, and that was
the big mill.

JR: And they’'d cut them up. All right, so mosttbe -

KB: That's where us kids played a lot.

JR: Oh really, up there, on the logs.

KB: On the Rumford sawmill. They had tracks areythad these little, on wheels, four
wheels like the railroad tracks, they’'d stack tivalber and they’d take it down these tracks.
Well, we'd run over at night and get on them andigan the tracks. If the watchman would
chase us, we would run and get the other one,ayottier way.

JR: So you guys were just, that was just, you knewintelligible phrase)?

KB: Just kid stuff.

JR: Yeah, just kind of fun stuff.

KB: Nobody did anything to hurt anything, it wastjkid stuff. It's too bad the kids today
couldn’t have something like that.



JR: Because they don't, it's more, they can’t glayhe fields or anything like that | guess,
from what | gather.

KB: Too much of that other stuff going around fatsktoday.

JR: Yeah, I've heard that from quite a number afgde. What was Rumford high school
like?

KB: The old high school was good, good schooWal$ modern, at that time it was a modern
school. Nothing like the new ones, though.

JR: And what was its reputation.

KB: We had one big room on the upstairs, the ufiper of the old school would be a study
hall. That would take in, probably two or threentited kids could go in there and study. It was
a big study hall.

JR: So there was no like free time. | mean youenather at class -

KB: Or you could go to the study hall.

JR: And for the most part it was, what was MissatyeCelia Isadora (Cleary) Fossett] like?
Did you ever have her?

KB: She was a very good teacher. She was nieadisi. Fact is, when | had that class
reunion in ‘82, the fiftieth, she was there.

JR: Ohreally. So what were some of the other yoid ever take any classes with Ed?
KB: No, no Ed was all in the college courses.

JR: And what, you took the business or the -

KB: Just the general.

JR: The general. How difficult was it to get irethollege courses?

KB: If you took them, you had a lot of studyinghaTs the one that, if it was easy then
anybody could take the college courses.

JR: Butyou hadto -
KB: Butyou really had to be a book worm.

JR: And he even did, now, oh, another one, did koow a Pearl May Harvey, Pearly May?



KB: Pearl Harvey, yeah.

JR: Pearl Harvey, is she still alive do you know?

KB: Ithink she’s over around South Paris.

JR: Were they close, were they -?

KB: No, | wouldn't say.

JR: Did he ever have a girlfriend, did Ed have réfrignd?

KB: I never knew of Ed going with a girl around der

JR: Really? He never had any interest in thatlat a

KB: Not to my knowledge, no. Maybe he did, but.

JR: You never knew about it.

KB: And after we got into high school we was gamglifferent direction a lot.

JR: Did you ever see Ed playing basketball, | méidnyou ever see him -?

KB: Oh yeah, | used to go to all the games.

JR: How did he do?

KB: He was good, he was good center.

JR: Was he really? Was he, | mean was he a ganeérger was he just kind of, just because
he was tall?

KB: He was tall, but he was a good center.

JR: What was he like when he was, you know, reatlgited about it, | mean would he really

get into the games or would he, or was he just kingou know, there as, | mean would he
really jump up and down and scream?

KB:

JR:

KB:

JR:

No, | don't think he got too excited at thodgut he was in there to play, he’'d play.
So would you consider him an athlete?
Not really.

Not really, he’s not an athlete, or just -



KB: | think basketball, I don’t know if he did aimack or not, but basketball was the only
thing he was really -

JR: But he, I guess he just wanted to do somethinthey wanted him to do it, and he’d give
it his best.

KB: Basketball and debating | think was his twmdjsi.

JR: What about his time when he was just runningyfavernor, not when he’d been elected
yet, but what was he, was he, did he come, whathedike at that time? Did you, | mean, hear
from him, or what was he like, what was going othwiim at that time?

KB: | never seen any difference any time, when &g munning for anything. To me he was
always the same.

JR: Always the same. What was, well what was, vdihhe do? | mean, he barnstormed, or
what, didn’t he go across, all over Maine that wedatively unex-, because | mean that victory
was relatively unexpected wasn't it?

KB: Itwas | should imagine. But I don’'t know homuch of the state Ed covered when he
was running, we never seen him.

JR: Did he never came over to Rumford or anythikeg that?

KB: No, he went to Waterville and he was, that'®ehhe started politics.

JR: So he kind of stopped, stopped. Did that arantmt of Rumfordians, | guess?

KB: But he’d come home very often, you know, evéremwhe was governor. Back when he
was governor, | was living on Hancock Street, dreddar pulled up, and | seen his big car pull
up, State Police get out, opened the door, out sdfde He says, | can only stay a few minutes.
JR: That's great, so he, you know, he didn't -

KB: And he come in, and the state cop with him sirgeant, he was a local boy, too,
(unintelligible word), and head out to the kitchen and they come oghtn the kitchen and we
talked. | said, you want to have lunch, he sagahy | says, what about chickemittelligible
phrase). He says, Kenny, Jimmy’s in the other room. WHeadoes in there | don’t know. |
poured, took a little shot into Jimmy. Ed and dlfwaur lunch. And after a while he says, you all

done, Jimmy, he says, we got to go.

JR: Oh, that's great. So what, now when, Mr. Meagkad a still didn’'t he, or some kind of a
press for alcohol. He had like beer, he had homerbadr every now and then didn’t he?

KB: | imagine they had homemade beer, | don’t kmdwat they had down in the cellar.



JR: But, oh yeah, you didn’t, you never -

KB: Never got down in the cellar there. Factngver knew Mr. Muskie to drink that much.
JR: Really? He was kind of straight laced perstake it.

KB: Couldn’t beat him, very nice guy.

JR:  What kind of memories do you, that one memdryis, him on the porch, | guess that
really -

KB: Oh, he'd set there and he’d talk to you. Asglas you wanted to sit there, he’d talk. A
lot of stuff about what it was in the old countwhen they come to this country. Seems every
time you sit down with, you’d be there and you'tdown and talk, that's the same old, nice
man. Nice woman, too, she was. We all calledVher

JR: Really, you just, it was that kind of relatibis you were that close to her.

KB: Well, like the time that she was down to thepa there with her daughter, and we’d go
down, always hi Ma.

JR: So you didn’t have many, did you ever go swimgnwith the Muskies or go to their
camp?

KB: Not to Muskie’s camp. The camp | went to wawd here to the Paradis’. And Irene
was always there, too.

JR: What was Irene like, being the older sisters sfae kind of a -?

KB: No, no, Irene when she was growing up waslikestshe is today.

JR: Really, and it took them a while to get maryigmb, didn’t it? | mean they -

KB: Yeah. Irene had a rough life, she had a rédgghvith her husband.

JR: Died when she was pretty young | gathered.

KB: Yeah. Now she’s nice, | mean she’s always Imée# but she, she’s more fun now.
JR: Carefree and everything, yeah. She was veny, lshe offered to drive me to, you know,
and | was like, oh that would be great, you kndvat was very nice of her. But is there any
like one memory you have of Ed that you kind ofy ¥mow, when you were kids, that, you

know, you kind of, if you think of your childhoochd Ed what do you think of?

KB: Well, the only thing | can think of when he wakid in our childhood, he was just like he



is now, he’s the same. I've never seen a diffexendim growing up at all.
JR: Inthe way he acts and so? Just in the way gkes, well what -?

KB: Well | remember playing ball out in front oshiouse down here. He didn’t change any,
didn’t get excited about it.

JR: And when he was like, did you ever see him veanything, | mean really want
something?

KB: No, | don't know if he ever wanted anythingnat. You’d never know it.
JR: Kept to himself quite a bit.
KB: |don’t think any of the family, if they wanteahything you’'d never know it. Even today.

JR: Even today, | guess that’s true. Just likenywthen there were problems they kind of kept
to themselves. And they were always there if yamted to, that's true. If you needed anything.

KB: It was their problems, kept them to themselves.
JR: Great, all right, that’s fantastic.

End of Interview
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