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HEBREW UNIVERSI'I‘Y Question and Answer Session \
 I'd like to add just a personal note, if I may, since the V:lce-.--
President has done so with reference to me. I can remember almost
as a persml experience the reasons and the ~c1rc1msta.ﬁcgs which
motivated my father at the aée of 17 to leavé eésItern-occupied
Poland for the l'h;it'ed States. He was 'tmus;.tally-grticulate about
them as 1 suppose are all those ﬁho move under similar circum-
~ stances, because inevitably it must be a traumatic experience.
However hard the circumstances of life, such a movemé.nt means
leaving the warmth of home and loved ones behind.......c...
4 (tape ends)
eﬂy . Qs «+.yoUu are talking to a group that ':Fs composed mostiy of
Americans (laughter) ﬁnd I think you'd want to consider u#,_”"’a’s o
many of us as have left the United States - some of us permanent-
ly - some of us for a period of only several years, ...I think
that raises a very serious question as to why we're here as well
as to why we, as originally American citizens, are not back in
the States. My question 1s this: I would like to know, when you
speak of the notion of strength, and you talk of supporting Israel,
and maintaining Israel's strength, why, I don't hear and no-ome
(>  else hears, any talk of diéamt, or curtailing the arms supply
on both sides in the.‘ Middle East. We're involved right not in the
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' SALT ‘talks, which is supposedly disarmament. Yet I have not
_heard any talk of trying to control the gituation, to calm it,

to smooth it over by at least not supplying any more arms.
(Applause) |

A: May I suggest that (‘hiaudible...) to try to gnswer, or fa:ll
to...you speak of the importance of disarmament in the Middle
East. 'fh:l.s, of course, has been an opject:We of American policy
in the Middle East...the United States h;s undertaken to set an
example by resti:a_:l.niﬁg itself. We've been subje'.c‘.ted to some
criticism, ‘bec.a'use of the fear that unilateral action in this
respect might create unacceptable risks for Israel. So it is a
difficult dilemma which is invoivéd. ..I think both President
Johnson and President Nixon have been sensitive to the importance
of trying to- de-esca.late the arms raée in the Middle Ea'st. We
are faced w:l.th the problem that up to this point any i.ncl:l.nation
to do so has been unilateral, and not bilateral or multilateral.
And unless both sides pursue that objective, that (inaudible)...
with the one side to do 80, Iin terms of the values, the mt.erests
the (inaudible ~ people?) .+ . sUPpOTE. There's great interest in
the United States in the SALT talks, in the Congress and outside.
I telked to the Russian Ambassador on this subject, and hope to
talk further about it when I go to Moscow near the end of this
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 talks moving, and get some achievement, in terms of containing

' which involve us in military risks so often, yet at the same time

e

 Journey. The Russians also express an interest in these talks.

Both eides interested in them now express opt:l.m:l.srq -about‘ the

possibility of an agreem‘ene, yet progress toward such an agree-~
ment (remains?)_discouragingly slow, And I personally feel that
neither side has taken initiatives that it might well have taken

————— s

without taking umacceptable risks with its own security. The

accmm:lat:lon of nuclear arms on both sides :l.s such,I think, as

to serve as an adequate deterrent against the (ineudible). . .with~

out _further accumulation. And initiatives should be poss:l.ble and

I think they have been, and I have suggested some, (in the base?)

v sOF my own couni;r'y,'which might have been taken, to get these

the arms race. It must be, evenfua.lly we must find a way to do -
it, and if we must always, of course, be skeptical about those

countries whose national objectives run counter to ours so often,

R e

 whose (govermments?)...come in confrontation with ours so often,

I think there is visible a clear understanding on the part of the

. Soviet Union that, if only in the interests pef its people, it g

—

ought to seek a stabilization of the arms race. Now if I'm right,
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" in that reasoning, then perhaps both sides have a right to be

somevhat pptimistic.. At least...(inaudible)...its own first
step making achievable within the not too distant future. It's
easy to be skeptical about such things and even cynical, but I

tn:lnk_ we must continue t;o ‘pursue that (:Lnaudiblej...That is, as

you sugg_est-' by your cbncern, at the heart of whatever prospect .

: ?
bumanity has for achieving peace...(tape stops...applause)
; : : ;

Q: R.epeat the question? ; | |

|

A: The question is, what steps...do you think the United Stdtes
might take to help to end the persecution of Jews 1n the Soviet
Uiafon. I ehlnk ve wist of course, continue fhe dialogue which
started as a résuli: of the Leningrad trials...(inaudible)...is
st:l.mlated by further activity of that kind, . I -~ we must enpress
our concern through off:l.cial channels in all contacts and commmi-
cations with the Sovi.et U_nion. I've done so, and hope to continue
to do so. I think the recent wo;:Id reaction to the Leningrad
tr:l.als has (:I.naud:lg.l_:;le)...,and the quick Soviet response indicates
that tne Soviet Union is somewhat sensitive to world opinion in
this area...having discovered it, we ought to pursue it...there's
ncithitng.'..:lt's an mtanglble sort of thi.ng that we-‘ can get at in
(ﬁaudible) k:l_.nds of ways, except...keeping the dialogue open,

maintaining the present: bilateral world concern on the subject
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(tape encis) AL . .+« . (applause)
Q: (not on tape, from memory: SH) What will you say when yoi.i 8

: go to Egypt from here? _ L
Mugkie: Well, as Adlai _Stevenson once saici, "I can hardly wait
to hear niy'eelf. : @aughter) There ere at least two things, I
expect. First, the United States is committed to the survival "
of Israel, secondly, that our objective is peace :I.n the Middle
East for all the peoples of the Middle East. (Applause) ‘

- Q¢ Would you please tell us, Semator, very candidly, who, in
your opinion, is saving whom? 1Is A:;:erica, in your opinion, sav-
ing I[Fsr;e"lr, or is Israel eaving America? _(Laughter) ' |

.A:. b h'c)pe'itis a two-way street. I hope that we contribute with
our strength in ways that can be useful and helpful to Israel.
And T take it you don’t find that repugnant. Secendly, I'm sure
tha.t.the example of Israel, in the sense that I discussed it in
my prepared remarks, helps us keep our own values alive. And o

" that extent, I'm sure they help us save America. )

Q: Dol you think that the only way to achieve peace is for Israel

to withdraw to its pre-1967 borders? (Applause)

A: I don't think 1t's beer helpful for Americans to circulate

l pnblicly about what your secure and reeo@:[zed borders ought to

be. we've Cbeg;m?) wi.th more pessimlsm l:han 4 lﬂce to see f.or
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" the negotiations that are aimed at settling that question, and

I think a settlement ought not to be prejudiced by any personal
opinions I might have. And I'11l say this in addition, obviously,
negotliations involving pafties 80 far apart in so many areas, if

they're to achieve progress, are going to require movement on the

part of ]:oth. Now what that movement will be, what the trade-offs

can be in the light of the security interests of _?th‘e' two sides as ’

each side sees those interests is the unanswered question. And
unfortunately neither side, probably, will look ht these questions
with 'the objectivity or dispassion that might be ideal in such a
situation.” The curtain of suspicion and even hatred that separates
you from your Arab neighbors is a very serious obstacle to resolv-
ing the quéstion. But nevertheless, the fact that the negotiations
bhave begun after great difficulty is at I‘east some hope that we
might take the next step. The question of t.he borders, of course,
is a ftmdamental...incidentally, the young man who asked the first
question a_bout the...remindi_ng me that a lot in this room were

American students, I hope that not all of thenn are Americen stu-

| dents (leught':er}, otherwise I might have stayed home (laughter)

| (tape stops)
€ - _
‘ Q: What is Athe difference, if any, between support for the free-
_dom and self-determination of the State of Israel and the freedom
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5 7~
and self-determination of the State of South Vietnam? (Applause)
A: .Vell, .ol__:v:l.ously someone's freedom 1s involved in both pléCes.

"~ (Laughter) The question is, our own interests involved...to the
. ‘po:l.nt ‘where we si;ould become involved in a material way. In my'

judgment, there is simply,ﬁo compﬁrison Bei;ween.the_ impact of
fnstability in the Middle East on peace in the world and the im-
pact of _tﬁe struggle in South Vietnam on the peace O'f the world
-ooa8nd that judgment, I suppose...the ‘struggle between various
forces that tear mankind apa.rt.‘..religioﬁs, national...but ;1..30
(mmle)....becanse of the resources that are located in this
parl:' of the world. When we contemplate an area which produces
'm 6f Japanese oil, and almost as much, a high ;;ercen'tage, of

. P :
European oil, which is tangled up in struggles of two national

men!:s, yours and the Arab...the impact on the fabric of
peace or ;:he. potential for peace in the world is ewvident...of

a much higher magnitude in terms of its dnagers for man, than
Southeast Asia. This is not to minimize the importance of free-

" mﬁ::?:l.etnameseascompamd to the importauce of freedom for
' I’smnli...:tn each case, freedom is a desirable objective they're

entitled to pursue. But the resources _of the United States and

~ its capacity for exercising meaningful influence over the course .

of events are limited. We camnot do everything, everywhere, to
. . x
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" advance freedom for everyone. So we must do so in those places

where our national interests most clearly lie, and our capacity
to do so 1is with:l‘.n our limitations.

A: According to that logic‘i:', then America, or you, as President
...be willing to -promiSe; as in South Vietnam, the liberation or
‘the self-_-dat;erminaticm of the South Vietnamese in the same man-
ner of speaking. " That is to say, mld you be wiiling to cmit‘
perhaps 500,000 American soldiers to the Middle East?

Comment from audience: Nobody wants them (laughter) ..

A. The‘f:l._rst: quesi;ion ought to come from (méudible) .-;.oh, I
think so. Secondly, I don't think it is helf:ful to speculate on
this kind of a sensitive security area, about hypothetical situa-
tions that have mot arisen. The real situation is difficult
enough, We must not strain the credibility o.f our policy in
this area by indulging in hypotlie.tical questions or situationms.
What Israel has requested is the economic and u;ilitary (support?)
it ol et et maintaln Gecacite sod wilivery visbility. |
We responded to that request. We responded out of the strength
that is America. Tn addition to that, of course, you have, I
think, the heartfelt moral support of the American people. I
don't think it's necessary to speculate beyond that point at a



-9-

time when we've begun negotiations which hopefully and prayer-
fully can result in a settlement,

Q: There were two platforms on Vietnam (inaudible)...which
‘ endorsed the policy...the bankrupt policy of the President.
And the minority one was- supporting the polic;f orf, Mr. McCarthy
and the late Mr, ‘Kennedy. You made a apeech in which you en-
dorsed the authority of the President...(tape ends).......
A: 1 have to hope that (maudibie) (thé altemfive?)-....first
of all, I did not describe myself as (inaudible)...I tried to
(:I.naq.dible); the. interests of my country as I see them at any
given time. And I've done that all my life. 1I've been a be-
. 1iever in peace since ny father first told me tl;e reasons why
he came to... (:Lnaud:l.ble)...so I do not accept...(inaudible)...
I might suggest that your description of it...you show as little
understanding of my position as you accuse me of giv:lng to the
v1étnam war. The Vietnam was arose out of complex forces and
c:l.rcmﬁstances, many of which were not understood by most Ameri-
cans, and many others in the esrly period, and even in the late
fifties and early sixties. I think it's something of a tragedy
that the American educational system has not, up to this point,
educated our children... (tape ends .,
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