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. 7 Remarks by Senator Edmund Se Muskie
Catholic Life Center
Baton Rouée, April 15, 1971
wChurch Le;ndershlp in Solving Social Problems™

(’\} THANK yOU, BISHGP TRACEY FOR YOUR GRACIOUS INTRODUCTION AND FCR THE

INVITATION TO SPEAK HERE TODAY.

* -~
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I An FHIONCRED TO BE ABLE TO SPEAK AT THE CATHOLIC LIFE CENTER BECAUSE OF
i

L]

WHAT THE CATHOLIC LIFE CENTER STANDS FOR.

.

==THE CATHOLIC LIFE CENTER IS A RR LIVING TRIBUTE TO THE GREAT ECLYENICAL

ACHIEVEMENTS OF BI1SHOP TRACEY AND THE CATHOLIC COMMUMITY HERE,

‘i ~=THE CATHOLIC LIFE CENTER IS A PRODUCT CF PRCGRESSIVE LEACERSIIP WM22N
55l WITH ¥#HICH THE LOUISIANA CATHOLIC COWAUNITY HAS LED THE NATION IN THE QUEST
| " FOR BROTHERHO0D SETWEEN -Aﬁ‘-ERIC.\HS OF ALL RACES AND DELIEF3.

~=THE CATHOLIC LIFE CENTER IS SYABOLIC OF THE ROLE wWHICH THE CHURCH PLAYS

IN HELPING TO OVERCCME THE SCCIAL PROBLEWS WHICH FACE OUR COUNTRY,

IT IS ESPECIALLY APPROPRIATE TC SPEAK TOLAY IH TKWIS CENTER OF BROTHERHOOD

BECAUSE WE ARE !lQC‘ur i% THE EASTER SEASOh&#-THE JOYCUS PERIOC IN VHE CHRISTIAM

CALENDAR OURING WHICH WE CELEBRATE CHRIST!S RESJixQECTION.M‘.
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CHRIST;,&..-SAGE CAN BE SUNMED UP H THE GREAT CGN\AND‘-\ENT: LOVE GCOD AKD

LOVE YOUR BROTHER. TO THE CHRISTIAN, ALL PEOPLE®STHE BLACKs WHITE=AND YELLOW-
SKINNED PEOPLES=~ARE HIS BROTHER. WE ARE ALL BROTHERS UNDER THE FATHERHOOD

AS CHRISTIANS WE SEE
OF GOD. THIS IS THE ESSENCE OF THE CHRISTIAN MESSAGE. 2 e

BIGOTRY, PREJUDICE AKD HATRED AS REPUDIATIONS OF OUR MOST FUNDANJMENTAL BELIEFS,

IT HAS BEEN CLEAR FCR i&\ﬁ TIYE THAT OUR NATICHX FACES NO GREATER CHALLENGE

THAN THE QUEST FCR BRCTHERHOOD BETWEEN ALL AMERICANS==AND PARTICJLARLY BROTHZRH™CD

BETWEEN WHITE AMERICANS AND BLACK AMERICANS. MS
MORE THAN ANYTHING ELSE, THIS IS A MORAL PROBLEM. IT IS5 A PRO3LEM FOR
WHICH WE NATURALLY TURN TO THE CHURCH FOR LEADERSHIP. AND MO VHEZRE mAS THE
R ‘
CHIRCH WORKED HARDER AND AMORE FOR INTERRACIAL GBROTHERHCOD THAN
HERE iN LOUISIANA.

TRE EARLY AND VELUNTARY INTEGRATION OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS IN LCUTZIAMA
SHCWED THE WAY TO A NATION WHICH VAS THEN=-AND STILL IS TOGAY=-TREADING 70O
SLOWLY Ck THE PATH TO RACIAL ECUALITY. THE ZXAMPLE OF BROTHERHIOZ 1IN CATRCULIC
LS TN LOUISTANA DERAING TOOAY & NOSEL FCR OTHER AVE
INSTANCE, AN THAMSLE FOR SCHE OF OL® NCRTHERN SCHCOL OISTRICTS WHICH ARE JUST

NOW FACING THEIR RESFONSIBILITY TS PROVIOE ECUCATICNAL EQUALITY FOR BLACK CHILDRE
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BISHOP TRACEY EXEMPLIElED GREAT CHRISTIAN LEACERSHIP iSmtsmc [N HIS VORK
TO CREATE THE CATHOLIC LIFE CENTER. HE BUILY TQE‘CEHTLR SOVTHAT PECFLE CF
ALL RACES AND CREEDS ViQULD HAVE A PLACE TO MEET WX TOGETHER fT A TIVE wHEN
MIX@D GATHER[NG§ WERE NOT-POSSIBLE ELSEWHERE. IT 1S A GREAT ACHIEVEMENT.

AND TODAY BISHCP TRACLZY'S BHMI SChOOL IS TRAINING YOUNG MEN TO ENTIR
THE SEMINARY. THESE YOUNG MEN WILL BE THE CQRISTIAH LEADERS OF THE FUTURE
IN LCGUISIANA. THEY SHALL HAVé A HIGH ST{HDA3D TC MEET. BUT THEY WILL

BE WELL PREFPARED TO MZET IT.
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