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. THE MAJOR ISSUES OF 1970

By Senator BEdmund S. Muskie

-
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In 1970, America awoke to a-m level of envirommental consclousness.
Citizens groups had been quietly organising for years and fighting the small
skirmishes; in 1970, their efforts coalesced at the local, state an;! national
levels to help lawmakers pass stronger measuxes to fight pollution.

In the Congress, we worked to enmact tougher water pollution-control
measures, 'e'ape'cially to d?al with oil spdllas ~- and we achieved the 1970

Yederal Vster Quality Improvement Act.
We worked to create tougher sir pollution standards, including a 1975

_ deadline for a virtuslly emission-free automobile -- and we achieved the

1970 Clean Air Amendments,

He mked to direct greater attention teward envirnmmental factors
in the development of new technology--and we mobilized more opposition than
ever to development funﬁn for the supersonic transport pl_aas. Ve may yet
win that fight, for Congress hu only agreed to pay for the SST program
for another three months, ° -

'l'l:o- environmdntal revolution was fostered by the rising concern of
Americans that they were rurning out of resources. They demanded a stop
to the fouling of our air and water, the pounding of our eardrums from
mounting noise levelg, the abuse of our land tinwsh poor planning or wo
planning at all. The people organized and they made concern for the
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enviromment an issue no politicisn could safely overiook, Now we muat
remain alert fo determine that these lsws are enforced and that the monsy
needed to do the job is available. R

While we made strides in our fight egainst pollution, we topk a éunt
step baclkward {n internatioaal relations with the invasion of Cambodia in May.

The President said he moved into Cambodia both to destroy enenmy
mgtuu;ua and arms caches and to show Russia, China sud North Vietnam that
the United Btates is not a "pitiful, helpless giant.” The widening war in
Cambodia shows we met only limited success on the first score. On the second
point, both Moscow and Peking agreed to step ‘up their assistance to Hanoi
after our invssion, Todsy Peking exerts more, not lees, influence in
Inddchina. When the President removed--even temporarily--the limitations
on U.8. military operations and imvaded the Cambodian sanctuaries, North
Vietnam ended its self-restraint elsewhere.

Ro matter bow much rice and how many wespons we captured, the overall l
effect of the invasion remains more important. The move uacah_lted the war
at & time when we were attempting to negotdate peace. Action on the
battlefielda in Cambodis undermined the words at the conforence table in
Paris. .

President Niwxon has moved toward withdrawing American combat troops from
Vietnam, Yet I do.nor. balieve that his Vietnamization progrem movea toward

the goal we all share: a complete end to the war, Vietnamization changes the
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eruy doing the f£ighting; it does not stop the fizhting. And it will mot
stop the fighting unle;a we reach a negotiated peaéu sottlement for all parties.
De_op_.ite the underlying concern over the war, vtetnnn': was not e hotd}
debated fosue in the fall election campaigna. The etetus of the econoumy -
the peed for firmer leadership in combatirg umemploynent and controlling
opiralling wages and prices -~ and local questions proved the more widely
discusced isoves of cempafgn '70.
Politically, the 1970 elections showod no t:end..no overvhelning victory
for aitha}' party. They did confimm that, by end larpe, Ausricans are
taking a closer look at their candidaten end demanding day more than
l"hatoric in return for their votes. They will no longer view emear campaigus
unquestioningly. Therewvas nome-calling end deception of almost unprecedented

. voluma in our elections last fall. Yettzenerally spsakirg the voters

recognized these movas for just what they were: 1ies end nonsense.

Our great tasko in the year ahead lie in two areao:l healing the
dvia!.ono videned by the £all political cmpaihn and opening the way to a
full 1ife for all Amricano. The delivery of medtcal ocervices to all people
must be l.mprwed\/mnt the quanty end mihb!.uty of housing, the laws
protecting women's rightso and emmra' ‘{nterests, the access to jobs
vhich pay living wages end the nature of ths welfare eystem aiding people
denfed that access or unable to take advantage of it. Only by confrénting
these pioblema == together = can gur syotem survive and continue to offer to

all its citizens the opportunities for which our forefathors established this

land,
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