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Statement on Calley

b d e g = \
as dictated by Andrea at L, Street (SQ_W h ‘:gi :

Q2 Wha t are your views on the Calley case...anaudabie
Muskie: Yes, everybody is. I was not aware of it. Of course

the Cally case itself, his guilt or innounce, is still in the judical
process and [ wouldn't want to comment on those aspects of it.
He still has stex several avenues of appeal open to him and I
would assume that he would take one or more of them, as is his

right, and that's where the question of his guilt or innonce ought
to be resolved.

I think, however, that out of the Calley case come broader
questions that are more visable as a result of that vfdict than before,
and that's the question of the morality of our involvement in South
Vietnam. 1 suppo&e'the Calley case arises out of the fact thac this
is a guerilla war, a character of a guerilla war, the pressures that it
imposes upon soldiers who are beset by enemxies difficult to ideniifv,
who come from directions that are unpredictable’, *ahd it's unders:arcaole
that soldiers reacting to the threat of the enemy under these kind of
circumstances under a different situation then they were in the Europeo
part of the aeril in World War II and World War I.

Lany,

This kind of Guerilla war etpe=iruelves—= has 3ls0 promptea o
to use other tacticst in & conducting the war which ralse moral questicns,
Saturated bombing to get at guerillas difficult to get £ on the ground
inevitably involves civilian deaths on a wide scale. TRxaoex Tnev're
not vistable to those who snuff out their lives but they're just as dead.
And 1t's‘2ﬁ\ritable part of this kind of guerilla war fare. 1 hope out of
this that we at least reach the conclusion that we ought never to get
involved in this kind of xmarciare warfare in a country outside of our own
borders, which vo% kigd of question, and I find it difxicu.-
to conceiwﬂourﬁv intereésts being involeed in such a wer
to the extenst that we ought to get involved.

So if there is a moral questions involvedx in the Calley case,
then certaibly a eimilar questionx exists with respect to our conduct
of the war generally, especially to the use of air power and a similar
question exists with respect to our involvement in the first instance.
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