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Biographical Note

John E. “Jeb” Byrne was born January 15, 1925 w Nerk City. He went to public schools in
Larchmont, New York, attended lona Prep School,taerd served in World War Il for two
years. Byrne graduated in 1949 from Marquette Usitye College of Journalism on the Gl Bill.
Both of his parents were Democrats and politicatitive. Byrne became the Editorloha

News, which he did for two years, then started a d@#gholic newspaper in Kansas City,
Missouri in 1950 called thgun Herald. He also worked for UPI. Byrne moved to Maine 851
to run a one-man UPI bureau. He was Governor Cliatison’s press secretary in 1958.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: 1954 Maine guabésrial campaign; 1955-1956 Muskie’s
first term as governor; 1956 Maine gubernatoriahpaign; 1957-1958 Muskie's'2term as
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: It is the 5th day of December, the year 200G aké in Hollin Hills, Alexandria,
Virginia, and we are interviewing Jeb Byrne for askie Oral History Project. The
interviewer is Don Nicoll. Would you give us ydutl name, Jeb, and spell it?

Jeb Byrne: My name is John E. Byrne, B-Y-R-N-E. I'm knowas, always have been known
as Jeb Byrne, J-E-B, a nickname. And | was boidaw York City on January 15th, 1925.

DN: Where did you grow up, Jeb?

JB: I grew up in Larchmont, New York, a suburb ire$tthester County. My father was a,
managed part of a stock brokerage firm in New YOitly, and | went to public schools in
Larchmont, and to lona Prep in New Rochelle. Amehtl went away to the war for two years,
mostly in training, or it was all in training | shidl say, and after the war | went to Marquette
University College of Journalism on the G.I. Bilchgraduated from there in 1949.

DN: And did you have any brothers or sisters?

JB: | had two brothers. My oldest brother HarrgaiRoman Catholic priest who's just
celebrated his fifty-fifth anniversary of his orditon, and my brother Bill, who’s an engineer,
who still lives in Larchmont, and a younger sist&ary, who lives in White Plains, New York.
My parents, of course, are dead.

DN: Did your mother work outside the home, or did spend her time taking care of the
family?

JB: She took care of the family; it was a very ttiadal home. My father was the
breadwinner, and she was the homemaker.

DN: Were your interests in journalism stimulateti@me, or in school or elsewhere?

JB: | guess it really started out in school wheweak editor of the lona News for two years,
and | was interested in journalism right from tleginning.

DN: And was your home a location where there wasdbpolitical discussion and debate, or



did that not play a role?

JB: Yes, you got to think back to Westchester Cgpumthe 1930s and ‘40s, it was the hotbed
of Republicanism and my father was still a Demacratd | remember one time when he was
campaign manager for one of the supervisors, aed thie election he came back and the both of
them were congratulating themselves, because thigyiast seven to one. So there was a lot of
talk about politics in our family.

DN: And your father and mother were both Democraaké it.

JB: They were both Democrats, they both had besedan New York City. My grandfather
on my father’s side was a captain of police in Néwk City, and had fought in the Civil War as
a matter of fact. He was in the Navy, Union Nawmythe Civil War, Patrick Byrne, later became
the captain of police in New York. And my fathas, | say, went on to become a stock broker
and then we moved out to Larchmont.

DN: What was your maternal grandfather’s occupation?

JB: He was a manufacturer of, | think it was haidbres in Brooklyn. And | happen to know
more about Patrick Byrne because there’s more dsaafrhim in the National Archives which
I've looked up, mainly through his Civil War sergic

DN: And you went off to Marquette and got your degirejournalism, and then where?

JB: As | was in graduate school at Marquette, yetiefor, in the master’s program, | got a job
working for United Press at night in Milwaukee tive MilwaukeeJournal building, and | was a
night man for the United Press while | was stilirgpto graduate school. As a matter of fact, the
pressures became too heavy. | was working forddrtress, | was teaching as a teaching
assistant in the College of Journalism, and | wgpssedly also earning a master’s degree, and
so | just gave it all up for the United Press joiafly.

DN: And did you stay in Milwaukee?

JB: Well, then | resigned from United Press, thia ipart of the history that probably even a
lot of my friends don’t know about. A bunch of ug decided to start a Catholic newspaper
daily in Kansas City, Missouri called tisan Herald, and we were very eager and somewhat
zealots, but we were very strong that this woul@ lg@od influence upon the American press.
So we started this newspaper in Kansas City in 1@50ctober, 1950. | was a later starter; my
wife was involved in it first, which had somethit@gdo with bringing me into it, too.

DN: Now, your wife’s name is Bev, and where did yoeet her?
JB: Beverly, Beverly Byrne. | met her at Marquetthe was a fellow student in the College

of Journalism. And she left to go back to Kansayg &hd that's where the newspaper group got
together.



DN: Was she a native of Kansas City?
JB: She was a native of Kansas City.
DN: What was her maiden name, by the way?

JB: Beverly Ann McKinley. And, as | say, that ngagper, | went down there as city editor.
And we had no financing and we had no advertisiagjust had a lot of energy and desires. We
lasted for seven months before we went belly upd that’s only the second attempt as far as |
know in the history of the United States where &hGlec newspaper was started, a daily.

DN: You indicated that you felt that the daily presgeded this alternative. What was it that
you thought particularly that a Catholic daily wadring to the public?

JB: We thought too much of the media was concewiddeconomic men and that some of

the spiritual values were being ignored, and welttd incorporate that into our report. The only
trouble was, we didn’t have a lot afnjntelligible word) on correspondents, and we depended
upon the wire services. We had United Press, fot af the basic information. And as my wife
Beverly so succinctly put it at one point, you ¢gniblish a Catholic newspaper at the copy desk
level.

DN: Now, I take it from your experience in tryingget up the Catholic paper that your family
must have instilled in you pretty strong feeling®at the Church and about the teachings of the
Church and the meaning of society.

JB: Absolutely, both my mother and father were \&rgng religious people. And I think it’s,
my oldest brother, as | say, went into the priesthand, well, not on the same level but my
interest in going into starting a newspaper, awenlike that would be part of it, stemmed from
the same sort of background. We were also livingoluntary poverty at this newspaper, you
just drew money from what you needed to live arad tas part of the mystique.

DN: So when the mystique didn’t last and you hatthtow in the towel as it were, where did
you and Bev go?

JB: | went rushing back to the United Press. Wengarried about halfway through the
newspaper’'s seven months existence, and | wenttbddkited Press, and | went into the
eastern division and went to Albany, New York, lidpcover the capitol up there for United
Press. But the fellow who was head of the wholésitin said there was an opening in Maine.
They were transferring the present guy out, anddszided to accept the offer that he put to go
up there and run a one-man bureau for the std#aofe. That was October of 1951.

DN: And the bureau was located where?
JB: It was on Congress Street, Congress Squald, tige Congress Building | think it was.

DN: In Portland.



JB: In Portland, yeah. And | was covering this plhole state with a lot of stringers located
throughout the state. We were different from tlss@ciated Press which could use the reports of
all the newspapers which were members of it, bailthited Press of course was a sole, it did

not have that connection and so you had to scrafobtbe news. It was an interesting
competitive situation since AP had seven stafferthere and | was alone, so | kept busy. Had
the telephone into the house as well as the oféicd,Bev helped out now and again taking calls
from some of our stringers.

DN: How many stringers did you have?

JB: 1 only had really, regular stringers, aboutadiful of regular stringers. And on special
occasions | had, pick them up for special occasionsother things. |1 like to tell the story about
before the telephone went to dial, | found greabueces talking to telephone operators around
Maine. Used to call up, | remember calling up Skegan, for instance, and asked to speak to
Sheriff Gallant and the operator says, “Well wamhi@ute now, I'll see if | can locate him. |
think he went to the barber shop. I'll try thelbarshop. No, he’s not there, well I'll try the
drug store. No, he’s not there. Well, what do yw@nt to know?” And then | told her and she
provided some information and eventually | gotaik to the sheriff. But it was wonderful to
talk to these people. When it went to dials, etreng went out the window on that.

DN: You wished sometimes you were back in the oigsda
JB: Right.
DN: Now, were any of the stringers that you had latdleagues in your work?

JB: No, I don't, well let's see, Tom Nute, Floyd Bute who was a, he was a United Press
stringer for Augusta covering the capitol wherrstfiwent up there. And of course we know that
later he became press secretary of Governor Mugkig .he was a colleague and close friend.
He and his wife Alice have remained, he’s deadooirse, but his wife Alice has remained a
close friend to this day. But, of course | kneWtlad members of the press gang up there and
associated with them, but no long-term. Well,d dave a long-term friendship for instance with
Leonard Cohen who worked for the Gannett newspapés just died a year ago, and we
remained close friends for many years.

DN: Now, as you look back on that period, you worketiof Portland. Did Floyd or Tom
Nute cover all of the state house business for godjd you go to Augusta as well?

JB: | only went to Augusta on special occasionsjristance, the liquor scandal with Herman
Sahagian and Governor Payne. | went up there douple of things on that. But with a one
man bureau you were, it was necessary that youls¢éag and send out newscasts every half
hour, so there wasn’t much time where you couldggand do leg work, | mean you had to
depend upon other people to do that. And it wlais @f a mess when you had to leave the office
because the radio stations, which were the prihaipers of the United Press, you know, had to
have their newscasts. So they had, and you kndwnlt even have a puncher; | had to put all



the stuff on myself at sixty words a minute. Asatter of fact, | not only typed it at sixty words
a minute with about three fingers, but | had tatevii as | was going along. It was a hectic time,
though, I'll tell you.

DN: Did you find the discipline for typewriting?

JB: Absolutely. Working for a press associatioga®d background to learn how to type
when you're writing.

DN: Now, when did you move the, you moved your bungiéimately to Augusta, didn’t you?

JB: Well we decided, there was pressure from, @aeily from the radio stations, that we
have more reports from Augusta that was possilslegghrough a stringer arrangement. So we
opened a second bureau up in Augusta. | thinkwhatabout 1956. And they sent Bill Howard
up from Boston to take care of that bureau, anithee was two of us there, he in Augusta and
me in Portland, for about a year I'd say. And therwas moved out to another job in United
Press and it became obvious that the focal poistive@oming more Augusta than Portland.
United Press liked to stay in the same town wheetincipal newspaper was, which was the
PortlandPress Herald, but in this case it was thought that it wouldoed¢ter to have the principal
bureau in Augusta. So in 1956 | moved up to Augastd | was Maine state editor which meant
that | had actually one subordinate, the guy whe maning the Portland bureau.

DN: And at that time you really got exposed to tbétigians in Augusta.

JB: Well that’s right and, actually | should stegck a little bit to say about Portland, 1954.
That’s when | first became acquainted with Ed Maskind 1954 was his first election and | did
some coverage, or did a lot of coverage of his @agmy which was a very interesting campaign,
because in some ways it was really the first ingaat least that | know about, where television
played a large part. He came across very artiealatl with his progressive program as
compared to his incumbent opponent, Burt Cross, edmoe across as sort of self-satisfied and
arrogant. | think in one instance when it was obsithat the Washington county and far Down
East Maine was in real economic trouble, he sokissfed it off and | think that hurt him very
much. But Muskie came across as a very attra@ijuee on television and | played a little role
in interviewing him. WCSH was not the Gannett ngayser, it was the other major Portland
news gathering organization, they used me seerattas their interlocutor to, or interviewer,
of Muskie.

DN: Oh, this was for on-air broadcasts?

JB: For their broadcasts, yeah. And that may bédon’t know what kind of files WCSH has
of 1954, if any, but that might be worth lookingdn

DN: Now, I'd like to drop back to one other storatlyou mentioned. You referred to the
Herman Sahagian - Governor Payne liquor scanddlshenfact that you went to several of those
events. Did you go to the hearings in Augustahah $candal?



JB: | went to the hearings and had to telephonaapyrts into Boston so they had to cover me
for putting out local news. But the reason theyt®d me in Augusta at that particular time was
this liquor scandal was of interest beyond Maiibere was really a lot of interest in
Massachusetts and other New England states, adathe Boston newspapers were really
zeroing in on that scandal.

DN: Do you remember some of the participants impttoeeedings in Augusta?

JB: | hadn’t thought about it until just this monbelout | remember Freddy Papalos, and Fred
Payne was dealing with some risky people up theetiesa particular time.

DN: Do you remember Governor Payne’s lawyer whothadtase?

JB: Yes, it was Frank Coffin. That was the fiigteé | met Frank Coffin, and | remember
seeing him and hearing him talk and seeing him nhékeresentations and being very much
impressed by him. And | remember at that particp@nt he didn’t care much about shining his
shoes. For some reason or other that sticks imthd. He was all intellect and legal
knowledge and not worried about some of the nisetie

DN: Now, in 1954 you've talked about Ed Muskie, damdidate for governor, and the fact that
you interviewed him for some of the television pargs on WCSH. Did you have any other
observations of him and his style of campaigninthat year?

JB: Well, I thought he came across with great whrartd enthusiasm, and in comparison with
the incumbent governor, who was a nice enough mas striking. | think the warmth of his
approach really struck home and got a lot of peop&every strongly Republican state to think
again.

DN: What about some of the other candidates indaaipaign? Jim Oliver, who was running
for congress, Tom Delahanty running in the secastlick, Paul Fullam running for U.S. Senate,
and the candidate in the third district whose n&rskipping me at the moment.

JB: Robert?
DN: No, that was the, Ken Colbath.

JB: Colbath, oh yes, yes. Yeah, | particularly eember Paul Fullam who was a professor
from Colby. A very earnest and, obviously didréivie much of a chance against Margaret
Chase Smith but worked very hard at trying to getss his message. It was, | thought he was
sort of offering himself up as a sacrificial lantitfzat particular point, but he did a good earnest
job. Jim Oliver, of course, had been a former Répan and he was, for some reason or other
he reminded me of Jim Farley, he just had thahdutkethat look about him, and Jim was a
pragmatist | think. 1 remember him well. Colbaton’'t remember very well, | just remember
the name and think I, he did not make a big impoesspon me. And who else was -?

DN: Tom Delahanty in the second district.



JB: Oh, Tom Delahanty, later judge, very impressnan. But he, let's see, he didn’t make it
that time. Was Nelson -?

DN: Charlie Nelson was the congressman at the tiémel Charlie decided to retire in 1956,
when Frank Coffin ran.

JB: When Frank Coffin ran.

DN: Frank was the state chairman in 1954. Did yetunguch exposure to him in the course of
that campaign?

JB: Yes, he was always very helpful in putting tenpaign message across, and he was
always willing to talk. | was very much impresseith Frank Coffin. |, somewhere | have
written that the people responsible as far as lccsee for the tremendous Democratic
resurgence in Maine were Ed Muskie, Frank Coffird & you’ll excuse the reference, Don
Nicoll. | thought that was a sort of triumviratepeople who were really pushing the new look
to Maine politics.

DN: What, could you characterize the new look assew it as a reporter?

JB: Well, I think that it was a more, in some waygopulist look, it was talking about the
problems of ordinary people that had been sortvefp$ under the rug. They had strong ideas
about legislative service, about cleaning up thgesand taking it away from the control of the
railroads and the paper companies, which had sgttoag influence upon the legislature.

DN: So you went to Augusta in ‘55 during the firey of Governor Muskie’s first term. What
was the, or was it ‘567

JB: Fifty-six.

DN: Fifty-six, you were still in Portland in ‘55. ubing those years of his initial governorship,
what were your observations, and do you recalliaciglents around his relationship with both
the governor’s council, or executive council, ane kegislature?

JB: Just to keep the chronology going, I'd likgust step back a minute. | was just thinking
of election night. One thing that the United Pressld do, and | used to organize the elections
up there, was we could give sort of rapid fire nesubecause the AP was waiting for the
newspapers to check in, the local newspapers aneithdheir accounts, while we had
individual people doing counties and regions. Aneimember talking to Ed Muskie when it
became clear from the United Press count that [seslemted, and there was a delightful party
going up in Waterville at that particular time ahey finally got him to the telephone and |
interviewed him. | can’t remember many of the gsrthat he said or that | asked him, but | do
remember asking him if he was a Truman Democraighwvas one of the things being bandied
about at the time, and he allowed that he was ad2eat) he didn’t need any extra things on it.
Not being that he was against Truman or anythiag,ddut he was a Democrat and that was that.



But really, the conflict between the governor amel ¢xecutive council, | thought, surfaced more
in my mind when | got up to Augusta and began tenat the meetings at which the governor
and the council met. And that’s when | got a beftel for the deep seated animosity between
the two. It was not, it was the system sort oEduse the legislature appointed the executive
council so that meant the executive council wer®apublicans, and here you had a Democratic
governor. And he was very persuasive, and thatappseciated by such Republican observers
as Bob Haskell of Bangor. He always thought tithiviiskie was very smart and persuasive.
But there were a lot of party line things goingtbat the executive council blocked them.

One instance that comes to mind was the buildingegtxecutive office building there, and the
governor and council sort of had to act as the mamnaf that building and there was a lot of
squabbles going back and forth about this thingabwiit that thing. And one time after one
squabble going on, | approached Arthur Ely who wasrt of a ‘American Gothic’ type from |
forget where in Maine, but sort of stringent ang-t&rced and predictable. And | asked him
about the conflict between the governor and thexcibon the executive office building. | can’t
remember what the particular problem was, but Arthas going down the elevator and just
before it disappeared from sight, when | said, “thtne problem with the governor?” And
Arthur said, “Lust for power,” and then the elevat@nt down. | included that in about the
eighth paragraph down, but I think Peter Dambooijquil it up and made it a headline.

There was a lot of talk then about this vigoroupasgition between the two parties, but there was
an opposition just because of that system. Thisl&gre hiring the executive council was a

drag on the administration of the governor. He &&ard time pushing some things through that
needed executive council approval, including apipoemnts to office.

DN: In general, what was your sense about Governmkid’'s working style in dealing with
the legislature and with the executive council?

JB: Thisis along time ago, but | found that hedrto be, understand that he was operating in
a certain situation where he had to be persuaanak] think that he did that very well, that he
managed to get things out of the political arerdhiato the reasonable arena. And I think he did
very well at that.

DN: Let’s talk about some of the characters thatrypetiin Augusta, particularly members of
the press. Give us a sense of what kind of joigtsalvere covering the State House at the time.

JB: Okay, Bob Crocker was the long-time Associdegss correspondent, and although we
were opponents, we turned out to be very closadse | had a high respect for Bob. He tried to
cover all the bases. He covered the bills andhéa@gings and he did a very, very good job. He
was a tall, lanky sort of fellow, later became heathe Augusta Masonic Order, an appointment
which | attended when he was installed incidentale was a good man. He died fairly young
from cancer. He was a very strong American Newsp&uild member, and later left Maine

and became secretary or treasurer of the AmerieavsNaper Guild here in Washington where
he died. So he was the principal AP fellow up ¢heFhey brought extra people up during the
legislative session.



Then there was Peter Damborg who was a politicakspondent for thEennebec Journal and
thePortland Press Herald and theSunday Telegram, Portland Sunday Telegram. Peter was a
little more flamboyant and he knew a lot of peoptée was a sort of a bon vivant, that type a
little bit, and he did, he wrote sprightly progeot also always very deeply discerning, but very
sprightly and readable.

His, they sent another fellow up from Portland, haa J. Cohen who was, he used to cover the
city hall in Portland, a Bowdoin graduate. Leonass very earnest and a very good reporter,
and he wrote probably some of the best journalish ¢ame out of the state as far I'm
concerned. Leonard just died last year after beiitly the Providence newspapers for a long
time. And he was a very excellent reporter, véoywsspoken, but did such good work.

Doc Arnold was the Bangor, froBangor Daily News. Bangor -
DN: Daily News, yeah.

JB: Bangor Daily News political correspondent, who did spend a heck lot af time in
Augusta, but was very knowledgeable. And | thiekhiad sort of a hard time with the people
who were running thBangor Daily News who were a little bit more political oriented oamted

to push things a little harder than he did. He wldsr than the rest of us and he had sort of a
hard time with his own organization. And, let'®swho else was, and of course before he
became governor’s press secretary, Floyd T. Nutewk by some as Floyd, by others as Tom -

DN: And some as both.

JB: And some as both. He was a, he did a good gallias a stringer for United Press up
there, and he was a good friend.

DN: What sort of a person was Floyd?

JB: Floyd had a very goodafing blip) . . . Floyd, or Tom had a very acerbic way ofiog

at things sometimes and very colorful language atlescribing things that were going on,
particularly to his friends and associates. Shneevas working as a stringer a lot of his, that
didn’t come through to the general public excepame cases when he was quoted directly,
because he was just furnishing information to nexggnizations. But he had a very keen sense
of what was going on in Augusta and he knew shardssaams when he saw them, and was not
afraid to talk about them.

DN: There were two reporters from Lewiston regulamlyhose days, Ed Penley and Lionel
Lemieux.

JB: Penley of course was mostly, did mostly editidior the editorial page as | recall. And he
was a thoughtful and, a thoughtful and could bevomed by reason. | thought he was a fairly
reasonable man is my recollection. Lemieux, | hewveveak memory of Lal, he . ... I really
hadn’t thought about him for many years. But he @dively fellow, and | can’t remember



enough about him to characterize him.

| do remember Ed Schlick, and Ed was a good repoHe covered a lot of things there. He
later became the executive secretary of the Dertiod?arty as | recall correctly, but he was a
good, solid reporter working for the Lewiston neeysers. They were the major players in the
press corps as far as | can recollect. Other petnited in and out, and there was, some of the
people from WCHS would come in from Portland andecsome stories. But it was very,
really a tight knit press gang up there and whoadmg very well.

One of the things about journalism there was, where was developments, you know, you had
the AP there, you had the UP there, you had the@annett newspapers and the Lewiston
papers, and maybe tBangor Daily News, but you know that was it. It isn’t like the mass
scenes we see so much in journalism today wheranioeint of journalists outhumber the
participants in a news event. And people waited/éwr, for the news from the established
organizations like the wire services and the bigspapers. This had some advantage because it
wasn’t that the news media was dominating eventgey were reporting events and they were
there in that sense. Some of the things werly feasual. | mean, there was a sort of a
bonhomie, maybe that isn’t the right word. Thegeswort of a good relationship between
officials and the press. There wasn’t much nassirgoing on and it was informal. | remember
when Bob Crocker and | used to cover the executancil meetings, sometimes people would
ask us questions.

DN: What sorts of questions would they ask you?

JB: Well, mostly in a joking way. | remember wheefellow from Bath chamber of commerce
was trying to get some money for the, some heritiyethey were having down there, and they
were talking about sending the shallop, which wasariginal, one of the pilgrims’ boats,
rebuilding it and sending it up to Augusta. Arthihk Bob Crocker and | offered that it would
be a good idea if they filled it up with potatoeslacalled it shallop potatoes. | mean, it was
joking things like that mainly on the thing. Thesren’t asking us for substantive deals. But
there was this good feeling of friendliness thastexi between the press and the officials we
were covering.

Ed Muskie was always ready to answer questiomemember particularly having a special
interview with him on capital punishment in Maingnfortunately, | lost all my Maine stories
when | moved to Washington. Somewhere along tieelliost all the things so | don’t have a
copy of it, but | remember the story. | was alwaytsrested in the fact that Maine had
abandoned capital punishment back in the last cgand trying to get his views on it. And it’s
my recollection that the governor said that he wexrg comfortable with the opposition to

capital punishment, that in Maine it seemed to wdtls also my recollection that at some time

in Maine history they had executed the wrong peraad so that was one of the reasons for their
opposition to capital punishment.

But Ed was very good at press conferences. Thaseomwe case that raised some eyebrows.
Shortly after he was, became governor | think,dhveas some hate mail from somebody signing,
calling themselves “German lke”, threatening td kiim. | don’t know whether it was religious



or what kind of reasons, and they had to put & $tabper outside the executive office building,
outside of the executive suite, the governor'sesuand the governor wanted the press not to
mention this at all. And to my recollection we wafong with him. | don’t think that would
happen today.

DN: The, you've mentioned the relationships withgdeon the executive council, with the
governor, did you have a similar informal relatibmpswith legislators, and also what about
department heads?

JB: | don't think it was quite as good. | thinketie was a little more wariness upon the part of
department heads, not wanting to be caught in eogstires. But that seems to be a
bureaucratic mode everywhere you go in Washingsonell as other places. Some legislators
were very forthcoming, others . . .. No, | think Wwad a better relationship with the governors
and his people than we did have with the legistaturthink they were a little suspicious of us.
We were possibly a little bit more liberal thanytiveould like to confide in.

DN: Was that true of Bob Haskell, the presidentef$enate?

JB: Bob Haskell was a very interesting charactéigaburly fellow, very strong, very strong
willed. He used to wield the mallet there and loaild break them on a regular basis as he
gaveled things through. And he had a, at leastdpand we discussed it back and forth, he had
a very high respect for Ed Muskie. | rememberdiieed to me sometimes about how he thought
some of the Republican reluctance to embrace @ ks programs was very shortsighted and
was unreasonable. But he was a very interestiagacter. He became governor of the state,
you know, for one day. That was between Ed Muskiesignation and Clinton Clauson’s
ascendancy. He had a party in the Blaine House.

DN: Were there any events between 1956 and 1958athpaign of ‘58, that stand out for you
as significant or revealing events of that period?

JB: Fifty-six to ‘58, seems to me that that waseaq, and I'm not really clear, everything’'s

in a bit of a haze back that far, but it seemeghéathat that was the first anti-pollution

legislation was passed. Some of us were a lgteyl about it, as, looking on it as putting Roman
numerals on sewers. But it was a start, and ttatrecall. | also recall, oh, the Department of
Economic Development. | don’t think that was thigioaal name for it.

DN: It started out as the Maine Development Commissand then the first name was the
Department of Development of Industry and Commefdeemember correctly.

JB: Right, but it ended up as the Department offBogic Development | think. | think this
was, Brogey, Carl Brogey, was the first, he wasf@anford | believe and had played a large
role in the revitalization of Sanford after the Ipignt moved out. 1 think this was a big plus for
Ed Muskie that somebody was really taking, makingiort to restore economic viability to a
state in which there had been severe blows thrthugldeparture of industry. And it seems to
me that that was a large focal point of his admiai®n, his first and second administrations.



DN: Do you remember some of the details of thagsfileito get the new department and the
role that Bob Haskell played, and Jim Reid who tha&s majority leader in the senate?

JB: No, I must confess that it's, I'm a little dhigon that. But Haskell and Reid both were
helpful in getting it through, 1 do remember thhtdon’'t remember any of the particulars of the
thing. One thing I'd like to say on the side ibpat Ed Muskie, there was always a problem
about how to deal with the problem of the poveftthe Indians, the Penobscots and the
Passamaquoddys, and | used to sort of confront Ed -

End of Sde A
SdeB

DN: This is the second side of the initial tapetfa interview with Jeb Byrne on the 5th of
December, the year 2000. Jeb, you were just istgiti tell about Senator Muskie and the needs
of the Passamaquoddy and Penobscot Indians.

JB: Yes, everybody was sort of concerned aboudlitteestraits of poverty and despair in the
reservations, and | remember being particularlyoaius about it at one Christmas party when
| was talking to the governor. And it was a redifficult problem to change patterns of the
generations. And he said, “Have you got a pieqeapker?” And | said, “Yes,” and | handed
him a piece of paper. And he wrote on it, “| hgrelthorize Jeb Byrne to solve the Maine
Indian problem.” | had that for many years andtctamd it any more. But Ed could be a little
sharp-tongued on occasion, justifiably so | migiyt.s

DN: What, in 1958 Governor Muskie ran for the Senaitel after a primary battle, Clinton
Clauson of Waterville was running for governor.aftvas quite a campaign.

JB: Well, that’s right. And Clinton Clauson wast loe favorite of the new Democrats of
Maine.

DN: Why not?

JB: Well, he was sort of old school stuff and lodkgon as sort of bumbling and, | don’t
know whether you'd call it reactionary or what. 'éHeeen collector of Internal Revenue for
Maine for about twenty years and he’d, when theyganized the Internal Revenue Service he
was not deemed qualified to be a candidate, whichiHm very much. He was a chiropractor,
and he was in many ways a very nice man, but heneal®oked upon as on the leading edge of
the Democratic Party by any chance. And he watscpéarly angry at the, some people in the
new Democratic party who talked about him beingamster for the party. | think he always
thought Dick McMahon had said something along tHmess, but he was elected and | think he
tried to do what was right according to his knowgegdwhich wasn’t tremendously deep, about
Maine state problems. But he took on the respditsb of the governorship.

And | believe that, | believe that | was presenewla conversation between him and Governor
Muskie in which the governor said, “Well, you knowe moved,” Governor Muskie said, “We
had moved so, pretty far fetched ahead in thefdastyears, maybe this was a time for sort of



retrenchment and consolidation rather than a lotrdvation,” at that particular time. And |
think that was what Governor Clauson decided upmhveas trying to do, was trying to solidify
things that had been developed by Muskie.

DN: Now, you had a chance to observe that fairlgalyp didn’t you?

JB: Yes, as a matter of fact, | guess that’s tHg maugural address | ever wrote. Clinton
Clauson was not a very great speaker. He tendedémder and so forth, and | remember there
was a lot of problems with getting him focused ettigg his inaugural address together. And
Maury Williams, who had served in a similar capaeis assistant to the governor under Muskie,
was now with Clinton Clauson and he was responsila lot of the financial arrangements
made in the inaugural address about how money dhimuspent and so forth, and | put the

words on it. | remember | got sort of lost in thetaphor of the maritime references and some of
the guys in the press corps chided me for beiiigji@dverboard on that.

DN: Now, had you left the press corps at this pamt gone to work for the governor?

JB: Oh, yeah, | guess | skipped that part in ‘B8tually you probably recall that in ‘54 when
Governor Muskie had become the governor-elect,d waler consideration to be press secretary
at that time and was willing to go and |, as a aradf fact | think you and Frank Coffin had
expressed some interest in that approach. Biunk that Ed Muskie decided he’d better pick a
Maine man and somebody who was not an outlandei kkas. And he decided upon Floyd T.
Nute, who was my stringer, to be press secretary.

But by this time | was getting a little tired, link, of wire service work, and doing this sort of
round-the-clock business and using the same tlungsand over again. And | was interested in
the Democratic Party’s initiatives in Maine and tieole flavor of their administration, so | had
offered myself for Muskie as press secretary aatididn’t work out. So when Clinton Clauson
came along | was asked if | was interested andl| $ées,” and | therefore signed on with him
in ‘58 and became his press secretary.

DN: Now, you mentioned earlier that some of the D®mocrats didn’t think much of Clinton
Clauson, and you've also indicated some enthusfasmhat the new Democrats had been
doing. |take it that the fact that he didn’tthie mold didn’t bother you.

JB: Well, no, because | thought that the Demoacketie in charge. They still held on to the
governor’'s mansion and, you know, they were goingave to, you know, work with their

newly elected leader and that he probably needeg $®iIp. And | suppose like everybody else
| had some ambitions for myself, but | think | wadso interested in helping the Democratic
Party through this period.

DN: What was it like going to work for Governor Céaun?
JB: Very easy, we had a real ‘old shoe’ arrangemelat was very, | think he recognized his

own limitations, and he was very strongly dependgoin Maury Williams for dealing with the
machinery of government and, or proposing a lahofgs. And he was very thankful for what |



could contribute, words and helping him get his $age across to the public. So he was a very
easy fellow to work with.

DN: How did policy develop under Governor Clauson?

JB: Well, that's a good question. He probably wasper than a lot of people realized, and he
took a lot of advice from a lot of old friendsremember being in the governor’s office when the
two guys who ran the labor unions came in. DetggsBthe AF of L, no, CIO, and Ben -

DN: Dorsky.
JB: Ben Dorsky the AF of L guy. | guess that wafobe they had come together, or was it?
DN: | think they did not merge until the next decadehe sixties.

JB: Well, the conversation in the governor’s offad@ut whether there should be a state
income tax or a sales tax, and as | recall Benkyaasd Denis Blais said, “You know, we don’t
care what you have as long as you let us write thetmptions,” but | guess it was sort of a
joking matter that way. But Clinton Clauson talkeda lot of people to help him make up his
mind, and he had a lot of conservative friends Wwhdad met through the Internal Revenue
Service. Somebody said in the Internal Revenuei@rwhen he was collector, that when
somebody came in with a problem he, Clinton Clausauld be on that guy’s side and they
would argue with the professional staff. He wasthink back on it, a fairly conservative man,
probably more conservative than the rest of the @eatic Party that was emerging.

DN: What was his appeal to the Democrats and thémetpublic in large?

JB: Well, let’'s see. At that time the Republicamdidate for governor was Horace Hildredth
who had a very distinguished career in many wayaaambassador, a college president, a
governor, former governor. And he was sort ofdlteschool thing coming back to Maine. And
| think, a lot of people who had been entrancethieyadvances made under the Muskie
administration were very reluctant to go back tatéeemed a return to the old school Maine
Republican dominance. And | think that had adotid with the election of Clinton Clauson,
that there was this idea, ‘let’'s not go back, lets turn the clock back, let's keep moving
ahead’. Maybe that had more to do than the pefstimaction of Clinton Clauson himself. He
was looked at as sort of a populace thing, whokiras of an old shoe common place people
rather than the aristocratic level of Horace Hittdhe

DN: And through that year, how did the relationdgween the governor, the executive
council and the legislature progress? It was Rejbublican.

JB: Well, since there were not a lot of great iretdns going on, we were only in there for a
year. He was elected to the first four-year tesnth@ constitution had been changed. The
Democrats, | think there’d been something like tagh bills passed to change the election date
and to change the term of governor, with the Demisdiavoring, pushing most of those bills,
and all of a sudden they were sort of hoisted eir thwn petard, for reasons I'll get into later,



but he was elected to the first four-year term saeally only had a year in office.

And since there were not a lot of innovations gangthe camaraderie of the council and the
governor was a little bit better. Except whenaitne to things like appointments. | mean, the
Republicans were determined to hold on to theioagments, what they looked upon as their,
not advise and consent, but their appointment poavet that was a matter of discord between
the governor and the council. | have in my no@=®that | had sent out telegrams to the
executive council, to be present in Augusta on Madwer 30th, for a meeting at which there
would be various people, appointments put up fofiomation. And of course the governor
died early in the morning of November 30th so theetimg was cancelled.

Among the appointments we made was Adam WalsHatheus football player on Notre Dame,
and later coach of Bowdoin College football teaohé commissioner of fish and game. And
there were others, that just don’t come to minttrag hand. But of course with the death of the
governor all those appointments just went out tirelaw because the appointments were to be
made by Governor Reed who was a Republican anidtirer, who was then the president of
the senate, and through Maine constitution wasiaémthe governorship. But they were, there
was a friendliness between the council and the gavebut on the matter of appointments, that
may have been a day when warfare would have brolkeaver those appointments. And it
didn’t happen because of the governor’s death.

DN: And, so were there any major political developtaaluring that year of ‘59, during
Governor Clauson’s term? Not just at the statel|dwt looking toward 1960?

JB: Yeah, 1959 political developments, the big ghivas looking forward to the 1960 election.
We didn't have to worry about the governorshimthaethat time, but we had to worry about the
presidency and the Senate seat held by MargareteC3raith which was coming due. And John
F. Kennedy came to the issues, the Democraticsssugference in Augusta on November 15th,
1959. And he also was, well he was there realletk support for his bid for the presidency.
And | remember he flew into the Augusta airporthaiis hair blowing in the wind, coming off
there, it was cold as could be, and the welcomartypincluding the governor, had taken shelter
from the thing. So | went out and greeted JFK smtde of the news guys were there and | said,
“Why don’t we all go back to the mansion, the BaMansion?” And JFK said, “Fine.” And

he said to me, “Why don’t you get together withrRieSalinger on the ride back and exchange
notes.”

And so JFK got in the limousine with the governond éhey went back to the Blaine House, and
Pierre and | rode down to the Blaine House in my aad Pierre was asking me all sorts of
guestions about the situation in Maine, how it leadkor support for JFK. And then he showed
me the address that JFK was about to deliver aC#h@met Club at the issues conference, and it
was strong on Passamaquoddy and he said, you Kdvat do you think of that?” | was kind

of blasé about that, | said, “Well, you know, tiseth old political thing here, it gets banged
around all the time and it's never getting built,brou know, it's all right,” on the thing.

So when we got to the Blaine House we went to, @areMuskie was there, too, and there was
in that party from, the JFK party, there was Abbi&iff, the governor of Connecticut and



Bernie Boutin who was running for governor in Newarkpshire, and | think it was Fred Fayette
who was running in Vermont, | believe he was prdpabnning for governor. And who else

was involved in it? John Bailey, the chairmanha Democratic National Committee. And first
thing was a press conference, Ed Penley and Meeldamborg, all the regulars were there in the
sun room at the Blaine House. And | remember & wexy striking that day with the sun
streaming into this room, sort of highlighting JBK he sat there wearing a vest. And somebody
said, one of the newsmen said it looked like he tnasg to appear a little maturer than he is,
he’s only forty-two.

But he spoke, he answered questions very knowld&tigaad they all began to look at each
other and they thought he was doing a great johd later on | talked to the press, who of
course | knew intimately, and they were all impessby Kennedy. They thought he was doing
a, that he was an excellent candidate. And | tatkehe governor, or rather | talked to Kennedy
and | talked to Pierre Salinger and both of themevgarticularly pleased because the Maine
press had gone into many of the issues facingeéhepresident, and as Pierre said to me, “They
finally got off their religious kick.” He said, ‘@ne places in the country we go and they talk
nothing but, the press talks nothing other tharréigious issue and we never get in to say
anything else.”

But after the issues conference, we had a recegtithre Blaine House and the hard politicking
went on in the back room where people in the JFEGgmwere trying very hard to get an
endorsement from the Maine delegation, congreska®lagation and from the governor. And
frankly, I think Governor Clauson was more inclitedyive that endorsement pretty fast. | think
he was slowed down a little bit by the feeling frtime more seasoned politicians from
Washington, you know, let’s not be precipitous heare have to move a little more carefully
than that. And Kennedy, who was a little angeradiild say, by what they saw as foot
dragging, but | think that . . . .

Well one thing, it was my impression that Goverhtuskie, he had what, he had other members
of the Senate who were running for presidency.aibtiymington who came to Maine, Hubert
Humphrey who had come to Maine, and Lyndon Johmgomdidn’t come to Maine. | think he
wanted to, you know, he had certain respect to sbhaWwese candidacies of the other senators
who were friends of his, too. | think right froimet beginning they were all pretty sure that they
were going to endorse JFK, but they didn’t wartéaushed to judgment and seem precipitous
on it.

And so later on the Washington group, | don’t krexactly who did it, but somebody put
together a statement of endorsement of JFK poimirighat this was an endorsement of the
signers which was the members of the Maine congmesisdelegation and the governor, but said
that they were not trying to speak for the Demacnaarty as a whole. It was their endorsement
and they thought that this candidate they had washmore than a regional candidate, he was
very important for the country. And of course thais to be released as Kennedy formally
announced his candidacy.

Well, just before it was to be released the govedmed, and so | was contacted from the
Washington office of either Senator Muskie or Casgman Frank Coffin to issue it. | think the



reason they wanted me to issue it was preciselgusecit was well known among the
Democratic Party and others that there had beee smimosity between Clauson and the new
Democrats signified by Muskie and Coffin and otheAsd they didn’'t want it to look like
somebody was using the, voting a dead governarfdorsement. And they knew that | was a
loyal employee of Clauson and that | wouldn’t dolsa thing, so | was able to put that thing out
and explain to the press that this had been agoeleylthe governor before he died, and his
name was on it because he wanted it to be onnd $® we made the announcement.

| get a little confused about when exactly JFK madeannouncement in Washington. It was in
January, it was January 5th | think it was, butimk it coincided with the same time as the
governor’s funeral up in Augusta. The governousdral up in Augusta, Bobby Kennedy came
up and he was in the Blaine House talking to asthweeping women, | remember, and he was
so happy to see me walk in, who wasn’t a weepingharg at the time. And | could work out
some things about his appearance there.

He came with us, Maury Williams and his wife, anevEand |, and Bobby Kennedy drove
together to the funeral. And then Bobby Kennedy ¢@me up in a light plane that had landed
in Waterville. | guess it landed in Augusta andrthhey took it to Waterville so he could take it
back home, but it didn’t have any navigational adse wanted us to, he wanted to ride with
the family to the funeral and peel off and take kinthe air ship before it got dark, because he
didn’t have the night navigational aids. And Ics&No, that wouldn’t be possible.” That’'s one
of the few times | guess | faced Bobby Kennedy dawd told him that I'd have to put him in a
separate car and he could peel off the cavalcadigeirhis plane and return. But that was about
the size of the endorsement of Kennedy by the Meaimgressional delegation and the governor.
| can speak for the governor in that | know he tole privately that of course we’re going to
endorse JFK, “He’s a New England man and we wani but we’ll just, | guess, have to be
careful about how we do it.”

DN: Thank you, Jeb. We're going to continue thigiview at another time. We’ve run out of
time this morning, and look forward to some furtbbservations on ‘59 and then of course
starting with the election of 1960.

End of Interview
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