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Transcript

Don Nicoll: It is Saturday, the 24th of February, the yed2d01. We are in Hollin Hills,
Alexandria, Virginia, at the home of John and B&v&yrne and Don Nicoll is interviewing Jeb
Byrne. This is the second in a series of intergiewith Mr. Byrne. Jeb, when we ended the first
interview back in December, you were talking altbetend of the Governor Clauson
administration and the endorsement of Senator laokedy in his campaign for president. And
the big item in that effort was a meeting at thaiB¢ House in November of 1959. Would you
take us back to that time and the background omieting, and the meeting itself?



JB: | was remembering that, that took place on Mdwer 15th, 1959, and Jack Kennedy was
going to speak to the Maine Issues conferenceedtithnco American Club in Augusta. And |
remember him landing in the Augusta airport on adyj cold day and all the prudent politicians
had taken cover from the cold and sent me out &t the plane and | told the senator that the
press was all around and wanted to talk to himamidl do it back at the Blaine House because
of the weather conditions.

And so we went back to the Blaine House and Kenisgd¥e to the press, the political writers
and the rest who were very much impressed with bAmd his speech at the Franco American
Club was very well received. And later the hartitpiing took place in the back room of the
Blaine House, the governor’'s mansion in Augustd, the subject of the discussion was whether
the Maine Democratic politicians would endorse Jaeknedy for office and when. And
accompanying Senator Kennedy was John Bailey,¢hd bf the Democratic National
Committee, Abe Ribicoff the governor of Connectjand Bernie Boutin who was a candidate
for senator from New Hampshire. The Maine peopeensenator Muskie, Congressman Jim
Oliver, and Frank Coffin. And the discussion watedquite some time in this back room. |
was in and out of the room because | was sorttoigas host to the people of the party, the
visiting party, but | caught the tenor of it veryial. And there was some irritation on the part
of Kennedy and his stalwarts that the Maine delegateemed to be reluctant to immediately
endorse him. And actually, | had asked the gowewi@at he thought about that, Governor
Clauson, and he said, “Of course we’ll endorse hiit's.a matter of timing,” and the timing
apparently included the fact that Senator Muskuk d@leagues in the Senate who were running
for the presidency, though | can’t remember whethey were announced or not, but Senator
Symington, Johnson and Humphrey; and he had tditteeaareful about his position in this.

So the conversation went on and on, and as | sesas not fully to the satisfaction of the,
Kennedy and his cohorts, and he declined to staynaght in the Blaine House and flew back to
Massachusetts. So what happened from then onhatthe Maine delegation in Washington
prepared a statement of endorsement, and | haopyaot it which | believe was written by
Congressman Coffin and that really became the Io&sidy verbatim of the eventual
endorsement which was released on January 5th,it966 State House. In the meantime,
early in the morning of December 30th, Governon&tan had died and | had word from
Washington from the Maine congressional delegatanit would be better for me to issue it in
the name of the governor because he had instrootetd prepare a release, and that | should just
carry out his wishes rather than make it seemthkeMaine congressional delegation was
putting words in his mouth. And so we releasesd tlicument which | will provide a copy of,
and the covering release. And it got front pagg joh all the Maine newspapers, and | sent a
copy to Pierre Salinger, press secretary to Se@onedy. And the statement, incidentally,
said that the Maine Democratic politicians weretetiing their party how to vote, they were
just saying that in their judgment this was a n@back.

DN: As I recall, Jeb, in the papers you were showmegearlier, Governor Clauson on the day
before he died wrote a letter to the members ofitlegation on the endorsement transmitting |
believe the agreed upon statement.



JB: Thatis correct. He sent it out to all of theAnd he also sent a copy to the, to Jack
Kennedy and to Abe Ribicoff. It was not really ngad from the original draft, the original
draft that Frank Coffin had provided.

DN: You went through a traumatic period then. Faswernor Clauson died, and then you
were faced with initially the endorsement of Sen#tennedy, and then where did you go from
there?

JB: Well, it was agreed, Maine had no lieutenamegoor so the governorship devolved upon
the president of the senate, John Reed, who wapaldRcan. As a matter of fact | called him
up at three o’clock in the morning to tell him hasagovernor. And he came to Augusta, and
since it was widely known that | was a Democrat tredte was no sense in me thinking that |
could stay around as press secretary to the Repamnbdjovernor, so a deal was worked out where
| transferred to the Department of Economic Develept and worked there for the following
year. But they let me, | told Governor Reed thabulld be presenting this statement from
Governor Clauson and the Maine congressional detegas my last act in the office of the
press secretary, and he was quite agreeable to$loalt worked with the Department of
Economic Development and | did a little work on #iee for Lucia Cormier who was running in
1960 for senator. My wife and | both sort ohifitelligible word) her campaign during this time.
This was not unusual. Phil Macy who worked fa Bept. of Economic Development was
doing the same thing for Governor Reed.

DN: There was plenty of double engagement by cavants.
JB: lguess.

DN: Were you a civil servant or a political appoetechnically?
JB: | was a civil servant. But it was an intenegtperiod.

DN: And after the national election, did you haveardarest in perhaps going to work for the
federal government?

JB: Right, | had become friendly with Pierre Saéndpr instance when he was up with
Senator Kennedy on the November 15th meeting, andte him and said, told him of my
situation and was anxious to go down. But redilyitmpetus for me getting a position in
Washington was to go into Senator Muskie’s offiteight say Don Nicoll had something to do
with it. Bernie Boutin, who had been the senatws,candidate for senator in New Hampshire,
had become deputy head of the General Servicesmstnaition and when he came to Maine on
another problem | met with him and | was taken spr@ss secretary, actually | guess director of
information and deputy assistant administrator 8/AGand | went to Washington in April or

1961 and later on became a career civil servansayed until 1988.

DN: Now, in the early days you were a political appee in GSA.

JB: | was a political appointee and, in that positiand of course when Nixon came in, well



before Nixon came in my position was converted tat@er. But since it was a sensitive
political position too, when Nixon came in and avriRepublican head of GSA took over, it was
agreed that | would move over to the National Avekiand Records Service which was then
part of GSA where | served as director of inforrmatover there. And | stayed with the
government back and forth a couple of times betw#enNational Archives and General
Services Administration until 1980 where | took pes director of the Federal Register which is
part of the National Archives and Records Admimistm, which is now separate from GSA, and
| stayed there until retirement in 1988.

DN: And during this time we might note you were gpback to school.

JB: Yeah, | went back to school, when Nixon camkhad a little free time, | didn’t have so
many late nights, so | went back to school andaga¥l.A. at George Washington University in
American literature, and then much later on in 1P§@t a doctorate in American studies,
American civilization. It was, | was doing, | wase of those six o’clock scholars at the Library
of Congress. People who worked all day and themt vaeschool at night.

DN: And | wanted to note that you have had a loagding history of interest in American
history, and | was struck for example reading soifrthe materials to find a newspaper article
from 1958 with the most detailed account I've sekthe old Maine September election day.

JB: Well, yeah, | mean the old business about hainklgoes, so goes the nation, which after
FDR sank Alf Landon, | guess it was Jim Farley vgha as Maine goes, so goes Vermont.

Well | wanted to explore the history of the earlailke elections to find out why it was early in
the first place, and it seemed to be tied to thiecaljural situation in the, between the early and
late harvest as some of the early commentators thaitithey had an early election in September.
So ‘58 was the last time they had that electidow, the Republicans, or rather | should say the
Democrats, quite difference, had pushed for combitine elections in November, the
September and November elections in Maine to Haditin November with the rest of the
country. And the Republicans had been reluctadbtthat to take whatever political or
whatever public success might be had from havingaaly Maine election for the rest of the
country. But it ended up that the Democrats weisted on their own petard, because when the
1960 election came along the overwhelming Republgtgpport for president overshadowed the
congressional and governor’s races and the Repuislimok everything in 1960 in Maine.

DN: Now, while you were at GSA in the Kennedy ankdn¥mn years, you picked up some
assignments that were outside the normal dutiesdefputy assistant administrator.

JB: Well yeah, in those days the old advance mambas, now in the White House, ever

since the Nixon administration there has been &ceofof advance, advance office, and it’s fully
staffed with experts in all sorts of fields. Iretkennedy years and Johnson years, things tended
to be a little more ad hoc, people would be borebivem the agencies, from the Schedule C or
political appointees, to go out and make arrangésnen presidential trips. And | was seized
upon from GSA to do such things, and of coursditseone | did happened to be a rather
cataclysmic one, | was sent to Fort Worth, Texa&oxernor Kennedy’s 1963 fatal trip and |

set up the engagement in Fort Worth which occutliechight before and the morning of,



actually November 21st, the night of November 21863, and the morning of the 22nd when
we had a big speech for Kennedy in Fort Worth. #reh everybody knows what happened a
few hours later in Dallas. Apparently | becaraeitelligible word) by Bill Moyers for the
conduct of the Fort Worth advance, so when Lynddmgon ran for president in 1964 he asked
me to serve as deputy to Wilson McCarthy who waslled the advance operation in the ‘64
campaign. Another fellow and | served as co-depusctors of the campaign, of the Johnson
campaign for president. And we resigned from theegnment at that time because that was
clearly political, and after the election | wenthkdo the government, went back to my position
in GSA.

DN: Tell us about the experience in Fort Worth. Yeuwwritten an article for the National
Archives publicationPrologue and you've also written a piece about the New &mgjltrip in
1964 and were telling me earlier about the Campohv@it after the ‘64 election.

JB: That was in ‘66.

DN: Sixty-six. What were the differences in sty&vbeen the Kennedy and the Johnson
advances?

JB: Well both of them were kind of chaotic, to lmnbst with you. Everybody talks about the
machine like precision of the Kennedy operatiort, au know, it was more of haphazard
things going on. For instance, here | was in chafg-ort Worth, Texas, and | had never done a
presidential advance before and nobody to givecadw me, | was out there with a shine on my
shoes and a smile on my face. And | think by time the ‘64 campaign had been a little more
thought given to advance operations, and it wasl@ inore structured than the, that first
Kennedy advance.

DN: Now, in the 1964 campaign the New England svimetuded a trip to Portland, Maine.
Were you directly involved in the Portland visit?

JB: | was overall directly involved in the whole Wé&ngland trip, which visited six states in
twenty-four hours, and | put together the schedsléreceived word from the, my superiors in
the White House, and from the advance men who kkatlto the various places. | was sort of
the you might call it the technician along on tting. | wrote the schedule, assigned the
advance men, and went along on the trip to seeatild deal with any problems that occurred
on it. This was a fantastic trip, we saw many, yna@ople in that swing. And anybody who
came out of that trip realizing that Lyndon Johns@s going to be overwhelmingly elected
would be right. | mean, it was an overwhelmingeargnce. Johnson of course was absolutely
delighted.

In Maine . . .. We went first to Providence, therHartford, Connecticut, then to Burlington,
Vermont, into Portland, and then to Manchesterd Aren LBJ stopped in Boston to see Teddy
Kennedy who was recovering from a plane crashattiime. He did not have a big event in
Boston, but in all the other cities there were hagevds, tremendous crowds. Portland, for
instance, | remember Col. Robert Marks, the heabdeMaine State Police, estimated that
perhaps as many as a hundred thousand people adamdd?ortland to hear the party going on



in the city hall at which Johnson and the othersksp | had talked briefly with Ed Muskie about
the thing and, well one thing we discussed wasdbhahson always liked to get the senators or
the congressmen for a stop to ride along in theegolaith him, which struck me as being kind of
ridiculous because what happened was when thexedrim a place, it would be the person on
the ground greeting the president who would gethallpublicity. And in Maine, for instance,
Governor John Reed, the Republican, was on thengrand Muskie and the others were in the
background when they landed at the airport. Bait #as the way Johnson operated.

Of course when Johnson got out there he was vgtydm supporting all the Democratic
candidates in his Portland speech. It was a trdmescrowd. And actually one of the funny
things, John Reed, who was a nice man, sort oflig@ooned into taking part in this campaign
swing. | remember when the motorcade was fornorigdve from the airport, Johnson said to
his short shadow, Jack Valenti, go find the goveara bring him up here, and he got the
governor to ride with him and handed him a bullh@nmd so we had this sort of a spectacle of a
Republican governor participating in the Democratimpaign there.

DN: Was this intentional do you think on the parthaf president?

JB: The president loved to do, Johnson loved tthdws like that. I'm sure it was intentional.
And of course | think Governor Reed later on besémad of the Governors’ Conference and
he became supportive of Johnson on many of higshincluding the Vietham operations.

DN: Speaking of the Governors’ Conference, whenwere working for Governor Clauson
were there any Governors’ Conferences in whichparticipated?

JB: Yes, we went down to San Juan, Puerto Ricoiarth59, the one year in which the
governor served, and Senator Muskie came downgb far his intergovernmental affairs
assignment in the Senate. He wanted to mingle thélgovernors and so forth, and he made
quite a lot of contacts with governors at that ptandiscuss intergovernmental problems.
Actually, he apparently started kind of late andi miot have a reservation in that, the hotel, the
El San Juan Intercontinental where the confererazhbeing held, he had a distant hotel. So |
offered him the use of my room so he could workafuaind he did that. | was thinking of an
amusing thing which occurred. We, everybody hashlmvimming in the afternoon while the
meetings were not going on, and we came back, lsaugiag my room at that time, we came
back to the room after swimming and were havingkdefore a meal, and we were sitting in
our shorts and getting dressed when the phoneaaashghe statehood committee of Puerto Rico
representative was on the phone and said they diémtsome up and make a presentation to
Senator Muskie of keys to a courtesy car. So Veged that to the senator and he said, send
them up. So they came up and the door openechamdlked about three women dressed in all
sorts of finery, and they saw us in our shortstanded around and ran out again. And we
dressed up quickly and then received the keys.

DN: Being caught in a relaxed setting.

JB: In arelaxed setting. We had no idea who veaslimg the statehood committee or who
their representatives were.



DN: Did, were you part of any of the discussions Senator Muskie carried on at that
session?

JB: No, it seemed to me that most of the stuff iméermal. One thing | guess I, Governor Pat
Brown of California sitting on the beach with a bbrof us out there, | heard Muskie talking to
him about the intergovernmental things, but | didv@ar any presentation, formal presentation
by the senator. And I'm not so sure whether heavatk or not. Everything that | saw was
informal. | think he was trying to get his feet the ground on this committee assignment and,
you know, get to know all the players well, intrathg himself around to all the governors.

DN: Your, going back to your advance work days,96@ President Johnson and Mrs. Johnson
went to Campobello for a big event.

JB: Yes, that was a very, very interesting peridtiat was for the designation of the
International Park up at Campobello and | was datezd that the president would, President
Johnson would go to Maine first. And there wasatks of problems with this operation. It was
supposed to be completely nonpolitical, but acjuakmocrats were being short circuited on the
thing because we were approaching an electiondaimlethe incumbents, some of them were
Republican like Senator Smith and congressman Tuppd | can’t remember who else at the
time, but because it was supposed to be nonpartfsau weren’t an incumbent you weren’t
supposed to be included in the ceremonies. AnatSeMuskie got, on that day when they
were, the president was about to set out from Wigsbin, had just finished giving a spirited
defense, which he was manager of, the model atiéq®@wever you called it before?

DN: It was originally called demonstration cities.

JB: Demonstration Cities legislation, and he rebtydled himself tremendously on this thing
and is credited with a lot of political savvy peemlith having changed votes in the Senate to
approve the program. There had been a strongectg@ifrom Senator John Tower of Texas as |
recall, and Muskie received all sorts of plaudaisHis presentation showing the value of this
new program. But then when he arrived in Portldaine by airport, Portland, Maine airport to
participate in the things that would occur befdre Campobello visit, he was handed a
newspaper which said that the Republicans werpdbgple in Maine who were going to profit
from the trip rather than the Democrats. And he gaite furious about this. | mean, here you
would have Democratic challengers not included@grogram, while we had Republican
incumbents included in the program. So he wasquithcerned about this.

And | happened to be the advance man for the Maaneof this event and the plan had been to
have speak-, to have the president speak in Pdrtlaan at one time it was Bar Harbor, and
then to go to Campobello, but things got all chahgeund and it ended up where he would
speak in Portland, he would land in Brunswick, loald then land in Brunswick, Maine at the
Brunswick Naval Air Station, and then speak in L&ten and then Portland. And | had to
organize that part of the itinerary, which | diBut Muskie, when he arrived, as | said, got this
bad news about what this so-called nonpartisansagdoing to the Democratic Party in Maine,
and he said, “Well you know, | don’t think I'll péeipate. | think I'll go right to Campobello.”



And | said to him, | had met him and we were hawdngner in the steak house in Lewiston with
George Mitchell as aide and with Dick McMahon, d®stMaine associate, and | said, “Why
don’t you come over to the motel where we are, ehez have set up headquarters for the
advance, the Flamingo Hotel, and I'll get somebimdyashington on the line and see if we can
turn this around.” And so he said, “All right.”

So when he finished his dinner he came over tdthel and | had the White House
communications guys seek Marvin Watson, who was gancipal assistant to Johnson, and to
get him on the phone. The trouble was, the AicEBddne was enroute to the Catskills where
Johnson was going to be first, and Marvin Watsos iwahat plane and they couldn’t locate

him, they couldn’t get him on the phone for a ldimge. First he was in the plane and then he
was in the cavalcade, and finally he got to thehain the meantime Senator Muskie, growing
increasingly irritated and saying, “Well I'm jusbigg to go home.” And just as | think that was
about to happen, for him to leave, Marvin Watsomea&n the line and Muskie laid out the
problem before him and Watson said, “What can I'dafid so the senator laid out what he
wanted done, including the candidates, the Demioatahdidates who were not incumbents to
take part in the ceremony, and that was all agr&d.then there was to be the trip from
Portland to Campobello by Navy ship, and he agtieatthe incumbents should be the only ones
on that, which left Peter Kyros of the first distrithe Democratic candidate, quite angry or quite
disturbed, but it didn’t seem to matter becausktez got elected in the thing. But everything
worked out all right, thank goodness, but it wasuhwip and tuck there for a while [because] |
was, on the one hand, the chief advance man ue,thed the possibility that Senator Muskie
would not appear at the Maine appearance of Presiddainson. But everything worked out,
thank goodness.

DN: You recall the picture of candidate Kyros stagdbn the pier in Portland?

JB: I notonly recall it, | walked up to him anddd'Peter, why don’t you get off the pier. It
just adds fuel to the fire.” And it turned out thiaey ran that picture, and as | say he got etecte
so maybe it helped him, you know. I've been wrbefpre.

DN: The worst publicity can sometimes be an advantdgjd you do any other advance work
during the Johnson years?

JB: | had, as | say, in the ‘64 campaign | wastriglere from the beginning. | set up the first,

| resigned from the government for three monthd, laset up the kick off of the campaign in
Detroit, Michigan, in Cadillac Square, the big lalbenter, and then | was, | think | figured one
time | traveled fifty thousand miles in front ofhfeson during that campaign, as well as acting as
deputy advance chief, assigning advance men arotinid. was quite an experience, it left me
limp at the end. And then a couple of times atterelection | was called upon on presidential
trips to go out and advance the president. Andd quite, | was delighted to participate in it,
delighted to leave the field and go about my regjalia later on.

DN: Now, in your regular work, did you have contaestth Senator Muskie and his office
relating to General Services Administration pragemt programs?



JB: Not too often. Ed Muskie would, or his staffyuld talk directly with Bernie Boutin who
was administrator because they were friendly, anlddsdn’t have a lot of contact with them. |
had a lot of contact at that time with people i@ White House press office, but most of the
conversation about Maine and GSA was between MuskieBernie Boutin | would believe.

DN: Did, now during this period you were in a semgwving farther from the Maine scene as
you got more involved in General Services Admimigtm and the archives and the Federal
Register. Did you retain ties with the state tHoig

JB: With the state of Maine? Really, ever sinaedhrly 1950s, we’'d gone to Maine in 1951,
and ever since then we always went in the summeopiham Beach off the peninsula where the
Kennebec River debauches into the Gulf of Maind,\ae have always loved that place. As a
matter of fact, when | was summoned to, duringli®@4 campaign for Johnson, | was called
from the beach at Popham Beach by an associatdl dl@/ers to come back home to
Washington and take part in that campaign. Sdyratis been summer visits, vacation time in
Maine that | have continued to do. We had a dmat for Maine. Our four sons were all born
there, and | probably would have stayed there ifgoyernor hadn’t died on me.

DN: As you look back on the, your Maine experience the political leaders that you got to
know, Senator Muskie, Governor Clauson, Congresgbwdfin, Congressman Oliver,
Congressman Kyros, what strikes you about the peapd the nature of the political
environment in Maine during that era?

JB: Well, as United Press correspondent in Maind,vaho had, a person who had chosen
journalism as his career, | got completely enamoifgublitics by the regime of Edmund S.
Muskie as governor of the state of Maine. | sam bs being a man of great intelligence and
who really presented the Democratic ideals, knew twtranslate them into working models.
And really the thing that pushed me to turn fromrj@lism to politics and government was the
example of Senator Muskie, and | might add his @ases, to withess what they were doing, as
Congressman Coffin, and my good friend Don Nicatid others. | was, | thought that they, by
presenting a fine vision for Maine, that they wdoéng a tremendous service. | thought that
their, for instance their establishment of issums@&rences which got away from the razzle
dazzle of campaign things was a very great innomatind something that made sense in
politics. So I think, | went to Maine as a Demddyat | came out of Maine a stronger
Democrat.

DN: What were the qualities that you felt distindneéid Ed Muskie as a person and as a public
figure?

JB: Well, one thing, he had a very clear mind, g/\epiick mind, and he also knew something
about the art of compromise. And here he is waykuith a Republican legislature and a
Republican executive council which had to apprdi/eia appointments, and he just couldn’t
come slam bang into things, he had to realizetiieakt had to be some accommodation and he
had to move very carefully and persuade peoplerdkian to do things by fiat, or attempt to do
things by fiat because you couldn’t do it if youldiit have control of the other branches. And
his vision to get things done and his method ohgabout it by persuasion | think were the



things that impressed me the most. And | mightteaysame thing for Frank Coffin, that
intelligence there was very, very, a very high ordénd also the vision of public service as a
service rather than a self aggrandizement.

DN: Governor Clauson was not close to Ed MuskieFrmadk Coffin, and his nomination
represented something of a split in the party. &\kere significant differences in fact between
Governor Clauson and Ed Muskie and Frank?

JB: Yes, I think, Clinton Clauson | was very fonfd foe was a, he was, in many ways he was a
very nice man and he wanted to be a good govetderhad been the collector or Internal
Revenue for Maine and when they reorganized theeplthough he’d been in for about twenty
years, the qualifications were such that he wagweh chosen to lead the thing on and it was
quite a blow to his self esteem. And when he becgavernor he was just delighted that this
honor had come to him. But he wanted to do his. bedon’t think he had the clear political
savvy or knowledge of policy that was characteriefiMuskie and Coffin, but he wanted to do

a good job and he worked hard at it | think. Beiwas not a, he was sort of an interim figure, he
was not an innovator, he was, he was just tryindgpta good within his own limitations.

DN: What explains then his election in ‘58 when Feswp against a very distinguished former
governor and former ambassador and college prdsiaieth a man with significant roots in
Maine?

JB: | always thought that one of the things thdttlee resurgence of the Democratic Party in
Maine was the feeling that the arrogance on therdttie, that they took everything for granted,
that things belonged to them, and | think that cacress to people. It came across to people
with Governor Cross who was the predecessor to Eski, and also the candidate for governor
against Clint Clauson evinced the same sort ofyarmoe, that this belongs to me really, and |
think that was one of the things that turned peoffiethat they -

End of Sde A
SdeB

DN: This is the second side of the tape of the wndgr with Jeb Byrne on the 24th of February,
2001. Jeb, you were talking about Governor Clawswhhis place in Maine political history,
particularly you said that he was part of the ong@arty revolution.

JB: Yes, and | was mentioning the fact that thedadate, the Republican candidate who he
was opposing as governor, was Horace Hildreth vatbahvery distinguished career. He was a
former Maine governor, he’d been an ambassadoakestn, he was a president of a college,
but again he was sort of standoffish and | thirdt the Maine people had been conditioned by
this time to like people a little more, who weresgr to the desires of the people than this elite
class. And I think that's what sank Horace HiltreHe’d also been very scornful sometimes of
the press. It just occurred, | was just rememigetinat he delivered a talk at Portland at the
Portland Club, which was rather an exclusive cang he didn’t know that one of tieess

Herald reporters was a member of the club and he spakadigingly of fifty dollar a week
headline writers and things, and that was the kirairogance that turned a lot of people against



the Republican establishment in Maine.

DN: T[llinterject a personal recollection here thaiars a bit on Governor Clauson and the
issue of arrogance and personal reactions. ltwedoMaury Williams, his administrative
assistant who told me once about his somewhat eadsa@d feelings on occasion about the
governor and the fact that he wasn'’t as articuidateéd Muskie. And Maury was going to
Newport, his home town, with the governor one déwemwthe governor was speaking to the
Rotary Club. And Maury wasn’t very anxious to here with his home town folks when he
thought the governor would not show up very wall, e went. And he said that the governor
made sure that they got there early, stationeddifrasthe door where people would come into
the meeting room, shook hands with everyone asdame in, then went in for the luncheon,
gave his speech, and as soon as the question awergoeriod was over and the meeting was
breaking up, made a beeline for the door and stoexd and shook hands with everyone going
out. Now, Maury said that the speech was not waly delivered and he was really
embarrassed about it, and he stayed away from Newgra while, and then he had to go there
on family business and was downtown and bumpedsieteral of his friends, and every one of
them said without exception, Maury, you must be/\necky, you're working for a wonderful
man, Governor Clauson, wonderful man.

JB: Ithink that's very discerning. As, | guesspasss secretary | was also, you know, we only
had two male assistants in the governor’s officauly Williams and myself, and | was his
speech writer, and | took my, took it rather sesiguat first and I'd write a speech for him, and
then I'd go and listen to it, he didn’t use anyitofSo later on | got a little wiser and wouldtjus
give him talking points sometimes, because he ltkedold shoe approach and he liked to
convey his warmth, and content was sometimes sacpndo being a, later on | came to the
conclusion that being a speech writer for the goseof Maine at that time was not a full time
job. He did deliver several full blown speechas,ihaugural address for instance. We did
something we innovated there at the time, it wamui®r the governor of Maine to, up to that
time, to deliver an inaugural address and thendgétaddress, but we combined the two of
them, we put them together, and of course Mauryidifik and | worked pretty hard on that,
give him a good leg up.

DN: Tell us a bit about Maury, because he workedonbt for Governor Clauson but for
Governor Muskie before. What was Maury like?

JB: |think Maury had a very, very deep knowledfistate government. He really knew the
budget end of it, which is a lot of state governtrenwe know, a big piece of it. | don’t think

he had a lot of strong partisan positions. He avasry, very shrewd technician in state
government, and he, | think he was very helpflddth Senator Muskie when he was governor
and to Clint Clauson because of his deep knowleddfee machinery of government, just how
things work and, he was very good on that. Orother hand | do recall that sometimes when
he got involved in something, it immediately gdtigh priority. Sometimes | think he, | think
he, I'm sort of contradicting myself here to saydi@n’t have strong positions, but they weren’t
partisan, but they were in methods of operatioh tleavould push very strongly if they appealed
to him.



DN: His interest was in the mechanics of government?
JB: I think that's the way I recall it.

DN: Do you know whether he was central to the papakt B budget development under
Governor Muskie?

JB: I really don't recall exactly what his role wagh Governor Muskie. Of course | was
much more familiar with his role with Clint Clauson

DN: That's an interesting thing to pursue in terrhiis role in some of the changes in the way
government functioned under both governors.

JB: Well, he was a very shrewd tactician, or teciam about the workings of state
government and that was his principal value todlgs/ernors.

DN: Now you were telling me earlier before we stéttee formal interview today, or the taped
interview, about an incident where Senator Muskegithusiasm for his subject and his
photography overcame both Governor Clauson and ylilfiams.

JB: Right, well that was a funny incident. It toplace in 1959 when the senator, one of his
first big trips as senator was to Russia whereumeeyed the hydro electric situation in Russia,
and he traveled extensively and he had a lot dfusiesm for his subject. And he also took
numerous slides of hydro electric sites and powadsthings in Russia. So when he came back
to Maine on a visit, he said he’'d like to showoitthe governor, so we all went to Maury
William’s house, Maury and his wife Louisa, andelibve the senator, | don’t know whether
Jane was there or not, | can'’t, | think she propalds but I'm not sure, and my wife Bev and
myself. And we sat in Maury’s living room and mdldown a screen and began to look at
slides, and there were many, many, many slidesae8ow or other the figure seven hundred
remains in my mind, but it doesn’t seem possib& #il of those could have been shown. But
they went on and the senator had a running commyeotethe hydro electric situation in Maine.
At some point, somebody unfortunately turned anlidht and everybody was sort of asleep,
and | don’t think the senator appreciated thatipalerly. I'm sure that Governor Clauson was
snoring slightly because he fell asleep very eaddlyt it was an amazing evening, we learned a
lot about hydro electric systems in Russia.

DN: More than you probably ever wanted to know.
JB: Right.

DN: Are there any other comments you’'d like to atithis time, Jeb, on Senator Muskie or the
political climate of those 1950s through 1970 y@ars

JB: Well, just that | think Maine had a wonderftdrslation from its former authoritarian
gang on the Kennebec government to a more opemrrmgoeat with less quid pro quo
arrangements. | think it helped break the hold$hefbig companies and the railroads and the



utility companies and the paper companies on,lgdtkat least mitigate their strong role in the
government of Maine. So I think it was a, thatipeiof the fifties was very important for
Maine’s future, and it really changed the way pedpbught about government and politics in
Maine, and I think it helped push Maine forwardndN was proud to play a little tiny part, or
mostly an observer, but a little bit with Claus@naa actor.

DN: Well, | would say you played more than a lititey part. You were an educator as a
reporter, and you obviously contributed substalgtial both Governor Clauson’s time and in the
work you did for both presidents, Kennedy and Johns

JB: Well, it's easy to love Maine, it's a greattstand | completely enjoy going back there
every year. Sometimes | wonder why | came to Wwagghn but | guess | know why, that was a
road that opened at the present time.

DN: Thank you very much.

JB: Thank you.

End of Interview
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