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Biographical Note

Jane Fenderson Cabot was born on April 30, 19483ddeford, Maine. Her parents were Janet
(Hazelton) and Charles Fenderson. Her mother Wwesreemaker, and her father was a store
superintendent at the Porteous, Mitchell and Bidepartment Store in Portland, Maine. Jane
lived in Biddeford until her family moved to Saddaine, in the late 1940s. Her family was
fairly political, influenced by her uncle Paul H#p&, who was a Bowdoin College professor,
and a campaign manager for Ed Muskie. Cabot gtaddeom Thornton Academy in 1960.
She then attended Mount Holyoke College, graduatiri®64. During her last two summers at
Mount Holyoke, she worked as an intern in Ed Musk&enate office. After her graduation
from college, she returned to Washington to worB@mator Muskie’s office. Her positions
included Secretary, Research Assistant, and Spkssigtant. At the time of this interview, she
was Executive Vice President of the public issuastce at the M. Booth Company.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: family backgrduRaul Hazelton; 1956 Pemaquid clambake;
John F. Kennedy in Lewiston; Brown v. Board of Ealimn; college in the early 1960s;
assassination of JFK; interning for Muskie in thensners of 1963 and 1964; senatorial
campaign vs. CIliff Mcintire; the Senate office @64 ; Kennedy visit to Maine in 1963;



Passamaquoddy Tidal Power Project; Dickey-Lincalhd®l; Roosevelt-Campobello
International Park Commission [RCIPC] formationn@abello administration; television
growing up; the Cold War in college; and the Cubassile crisis.
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Transcript

Don Nicall: It is Saturday, the 5th day of February in theryz800, we are at 32 Schermerhorn
Place in Brooklyn, New York, interviewing Jane Fersbn Cabot. The interviewer is Don
Nicoll. Jane, could you tell us your full name ammalir date of birth?

Jane Fenderson Cabot: My name is Jane Fenderson Cabot, and | was borih 3gth, 1943.

DN: And where were you born?

JC: Biddeford, Maine.

DN: In Biddeford, Maine. And your parents’ namegete

JC: Charles and Janet Hazelton Fenderson.

DN: Did both your parents grow up in Biddeford?

JC: Saco. Yes, my father, my father was born irtlRod and lived maybe the first ten or
twelve years in Portland, then moved to Saco. tBey both have lived in Saco ever since.

DN: And were they about the same age?
JC: Exactly.

DN: Exactly the same age. And what was your fashectupation?



JC:. He was, when | was growing up he was the stgperintendent of Porteous, Mitchell &
Braun in Portland. Later he was both a school adtnator, and then later even, a court
mediator.

DN: And did your mother work outside the home?

JC: She did when she, before she was married, tert@frriage no.

DN: And did your father have brothers and sisters?

JC: No.

DN: He was an only child.

JC: He’s an only child, yeah.

DN: And your mother?

JC: She had two brothers and a sister. She’s thesbl

DN: And did you have many contacts with your mothiéaimily?

JC: Yes.

DN: Now, you were growing up in Saco starting 1%4&] where did you go to school?

JC: | went through, | started school in Biddeforatdese we were living, when my father came
back from the service in WWII, housing was veryrstamd they couldn’t find a place to live.
They were, the place that my mother and | were,avasntal property. And in common with so
many other people at the time, the son of the fathét owned the house was coming back and
they needed that house for his family, so we tqokeunporary residence in a house in Biddeford
that was owned and hadn’t actually been lived imiany years, but owned by a close friend of
my mother’s. So we lived there three years. Wh&as seven | think, we moved back to Saco
and | went through Saco public schools from thenamial then went to Thornton Academy from
which | graduated in 1961.

DN: What was it like growing up in Saco in those gfay

JC: It was still a pretty small town. 1 think thegulation was, actually in common with a lot
of mill towns in Maine in the ‘50s. We lost poptitan as many mills moved south, but I think it
was around ten thousand in those days. It wa®d tpavn to grow up. You knew your
neighbors, you knew just about everybody in yoass! You walked downtown and knew

people in the stores and along the way. | spéottaf time in the library, that was always a
great place to go.



DN: What fascinated you about the library?

JC: | was areader, from the time | was very littlo when | read just about every book in the
children’s division, | couldn’t take books out et adult section of the library without my
parents. And then | remember one time the libraceme to me very excited, and | was with my
dad returning some books, and I think | was indigith grade at the time. And she said, “Oh,
I’m so glad to see you Jane,” she said, “we hanevasection for accelerated readers like you.”

DN: And what books interested you, particularly auyhigh school years?

JC: | was always interested in history from the tinveas quite young. But like any kid | read
sort of anything that came along. | read mystéwyies, | read Nancy Drew and all of those
things, and then graduated on to more seriousshihgan’t remember specifi-, | remember
reading Gone With the Windhen | was probably in eighth grade, spendingrame=spring
vacation holed up reading it.

DN: History interested you. Did politics?
JC: Sure.
DN: Was politics part of your family?

JC: Politics was part of the family always. My familynlike many others in town, were
Democrats and had been, lifelong, | think influehbg my great grandfather who had been a
newspaper editor in Biddeford. He was the edifdhe oldBiddeford Record. And he, it was,

the family lore was that he was totally ambidexs;cand this was back before they used
typewriters much, and so he would write first whil right hand and then when he got tired he'd
switch to his left hand and do that. He was knaanhis name was George, but he was known
as Toy Sands.

DN: Toy Sands?

JC: Toy Sands, yeah, T-O-Y, Toy, | don’t know whéreame from but that was his name.
DN: And his family name was Sand?

JC: Sands, with an S.

DN: S-A-N-D-S.

JC: Yeah, and his older daughter married a man éyn#me of Charlie Hazelton, who was
from a big Irish family in Biddeford. And that was a time when intermarriage between old
Yankees, who were the Sands’, and relatively nésh,lthe Hazeltons, even though it's an
English name they were Irish, it was quite a, iswaite unusual, so that my mother’s family

had an interesting background. On the one sidleeofamily they represented old New England,
and on the other side of the family they were retgsh immigrants. They got along very well,



but it was always an interesting heritage that sbplays down through the family through my
generation as well.

DN: Now, your great-grandfather was a newspapeoraind theBrunswick Record, you
indicate -

JC: TheBiddeford Record.

DN: Biddeford Record, excuse me.

JC: No, that’s okay.

DN: TheBiddeford Record was a Democratic paper?

JC: Yes, | think it must have been because he w2smocrat.

DN: And were the Hazeltons members of the Cathdtier€h, or?

JC: Yes, they were, but my mother’s family were reosed as Catholics. They were, in fact,
they were baptized, the children apparently wemibad as Catholics, they were raised as
Unitarians. My grandfather, whose name was alsarl€s, both my grandfathers’ names were
Charles and my father’'s name is Charles, so there & lot of Charles’ in the family. My
grandfather Hazelton was sort of a fallen Cathdledid not attend Mass regularly.

DN: And so was the Sands family Unitarian?

JC: To the extent they had any religion, yes, | gues

DN: Was religion very important in your family?

JC: No, not at all.

DN: But politics was.

JC: Yeah, from the very early days, from earliestgja remember listening to my, you asked
earlier if our family was close and it is and wasd the Hazelton children sat and talked
politics and that was one of the staples of farodgversation. And in 1956, my Uncle Paul,
who was at Bowdoin then and for many years thezedfecame Ed Muskie’s, | guess was it his
campaign manager or chairman in the 1956 election -

DN: Campaign manager.

JC: Manager, yeah. But that was just sort of a audtion of his involvement as a sort of
volunteer in politics back in the early days of Maine Democratic Party.

DN: Had you paid much attention to state politic®te1956?



JC: | was sort of young. | think that was my, thets the first, no, actually let me take that
back. | remember the first political experienevér had was my grandfather Charlie Hazelton
taking me to a rally in Saco in August, it must édeen 1952, to see Richard Nixon come
through town. He said, | remember he was retiretll&ing in our house, and he grabbed my
hand and said, “Let’'s go down and see this guy Nixide’s running for vice president and |
can’'t stand him, but let's hear him.” So | do renter going and seeing Nixon come through in
a big open car.

DN: And do you remember, was the crowd curious or?

JC: You know, it's so long ago | just don’t rememipeuch about it. | just remember seeing a
car, and going there, but | don’t remember muchentiban that.

DN: By the way, you've talked about your mother'siily and their involvement in politics.
You also indicated that your father was a Democrat.

JC: He is a Democrat now, and in fact the most aksp one in the family. He came from a
Republican background. His grandfather, his fashiamily, the Fendersons, were old Saco as
well. And his grandfather James Fenderson wagioeemayor of Saco, Republican mayor of
Saco, so he married into this wild family of Dematst By the time that, | guess by the time he
was an adult his family was not particularly pckilly active, but they were very definitely
Republicans.

DN: Did, do you remember what his reactions weré2n ‘54, ‘567?

JC: No, | don't really remember. He was much lesspoken then than my mother and her
family. Actually, | said my first political memonyas 1952. Actually | remember waking up on
the morning of, in November 1948 hearing my moti@ning around saying, “Truman won!
Truman won!” because they had gone to bed of cahisking that [Thomas E.] Dewey had

won and then waking up the next morning and heahiergadio. That’'s my first political
memory. But anyway, no, Dad was not in those dayfct | have a sneaking suspicion he may
have voted for Eisenhower in 1952. He was a vefdra had served in Normandy in the D-Day
campaign and | suspect, he won’'t admit it, buinkthe voted for Eisenhower. Not in ‘56 |

don’t think, but in ‘52. Because by ‘56 when Phatl become so active, he would have out of
family loyalty, | think, voted Democrat at that pai

DN: Did your father talk much about his war expeces?

JC: Notthen. | was aware of the fact that he redled and was a, not just a veteran but a
combat veteran, which was surprisingly rare. Aly uncles, Paul included, had been in the
Army. No one had seen active combat except my ¢thlwas drafted the day | was born, and
he managed to hold off for about three months leefierwas actually inducted. He had been
trying to get a commission into the Navy, and f@mg reason his papers from Boston University
where he had graduated were lost, and thereforddkial commission had, was held up. He
then got the draft notice for the Army and decittedo ahead and join the Army, which he did.



And he went off in early August of 1943 and evefiyuanded up landing in Normandy on D-
hour plus fifty minutes on June 6th, 1944. Andspent the next however many months from
June ‘44 through the spring of ‘45 in combat thiolgance, in the Norman campaign through
France into Belgium where he was wounded and etadua England for a few weeks. Then
he rejoined his unit after the Battle of the Bulge he missed that. They had been in it,
completely in it, but by the time he rejoined thé#éray were moving into Germany. And he
ended up somewhere between Bonn, in the Bonniarda Bonn sector, I’'m not exactly sure
where. | know the name, | can pull it out somewhaut | can’t give it off the top of my head.

DN: But the one influence on his political attitudasleast in the early years that you're aware
of, was the possibility that he felt loyal to Eibemver.

JC: Yeah, | think so, | think so. As | say, | acedshim recently, | said, “Did you vote for
Eisenhower?” He said “No,” but | do think he difhat was certainly what we thought at the
time.

DN: Now, your uncle became campaign manager in 96 tampaign for Ed Muskie. Do you
remember any conversations around the family tabteit the fact that Paul Hazelton was going
to be managing the governor’s reelection campaign?

JC: Oh sure, we talked about it a lot. And Paul vireul used to come, he would, they lived in
Brunswick, we lived in Saco, he would always stgghe house whenever he was anywhere in
the general vicinity of York county. And sometintesd come rolling in at eleven o’clock and
sleep on the couch or, you know, just because Isevesy, just on the road all the time in those
days. And | was very excited about it, | thoughwas very glamorous and so | followed the
campaign carefully. 1 don’t remember anything alibin terms of the issues, but | do
remember the excitement of being, you know, dravtm it. And Muskie obviously was the
incumbent. He had already made a good recordasgar, and it was not a difficult campaign
as | recall.

DN: Do you remember what Paul’'s mood was duringcdmapaign?

JC: Tired. No, | mean, | know, | mean | do rememhemas tired a lot because they were, he
was not used to working the crazy hours of a cagmpaHe was, after all, from an academic
setting. | do remember he had a very funny stbpuaigoing back to Bowdoin for his first
faculty meeting after the campaign and sitting atbthe table listening to an endless discussion
about maybe ordering pencils or something like, thatne very minor issue, and it might have
been parking. And finally he threw his hands anttible and said, “God damn it, make a
decision.”

DN: There’s a, I'll give you another piece of thadrg which may be appropriate here. During
the campaign | was executive secretary of the statamittee, and Paul would come to the party
headquarters every so often for sessions wheresaie with the details of the campaign. And
fairly early in the campaign we had to make deaision purchasing bumper stickers and also
campaign literature. And Paul, as an academi&ddat the question and said, “What colors



should we use?” And he had carefully done someared and found some psychological study
that suggested certain colors being more apprepioatattracting or repelling or catching
peoples’ attention. And | remember being in thiicefand having phone calls coming in and a
stack of calls to return and other things, and Baying, “On the one hand, this color and this
color are appropriate, but on the other hand thlishave an adverse effect on the voters.” And |
would say to him, “It doesn’t make any differenBaul. God damn it, just make a decision.”
And we went through the campaign on a variety éitkd discussions of that sort.

After the campaign, he came to the office and weewworking on the campaign financial
reports. And by then he was back teaching an#ddakim how it was to be back on the campus
and he told me the story of the faculty meeting, @sd recall the story, they had their meeting
and they spent the first half hour or so debatihgmthe next meeting -

JC: The next meeting, yes, yes.
DN: - should be and what they would serve for réingsnts.
JC: | think that's right, yeah.

DN: And then he said, | didn’t realize what you’chédo me in this campaign until that
moment.

JC: That's right, that's very funny. I'd forgottethat’s exactly what the issue was.
DN: What kind of a person was Paul?

JC: Oh, he was wonderful. He was the light of aued in many, many ways. He was a
wonderful listener, a great talker, | mean you dapend endless hours, but he was probably the
best listener of anybody I've ever known. And thais certainly something that we came to
appreciate as we were older.

When | was a little girl | just loved being withrhj and he introduced me to all sorts of fun
things to do. He took me to the Boston Museunfitsetime to see, | saw the first, my first
impressionist with him. He loved Maine and he lbadl sorts of Maine stories and landscapes
and poets. He loved, we loved to go to Alna towvskeere Edward Arlington Robinson grew up,
and to just sort of, it's a very small town on adty little river, the Sheepscot or whatever it is
up there, Head Tide. And we just, exploring Mamwith him was a great joy.

And of course he, after the ‘56 campaign he’d esqaldViaine | suspect even more than he had
done before and he knew nooks and crannies thatyadse knew anything about, or stories
about places that no one else knew, or people. hendould pass a house and he’d talk about
someone he knew that lived, either lived in attime or used to live in that house. He always
would, he would walk in with books, books, bookspks. | have a lot of his books here, we
inherited some. | had a lot of his art books ddains, sketch books, he was an amateur artist.

DN: There was a pause there for a telephone caifll Y'¥¢sume; Jane has been describing her



uncle Paul Hazelton. What was Paul’s field at Boin@

JC: He came back to Bowdoin after the war, he hatedbere as a student, in the admissions
office and he worked as an admissions officer émesal years. And then, I'm not even sure if
he taught English part-time or not but he evemnyualis asked to start the education department
and that he did, and he was the education deparfimetme rest of his career at Bowdoin. |
think he retired in 1995 perhaps, or thereabo@#, I'm not sure exactly what year. But
anyway, he taught education.

His particular interest was vocational educatiod he spent two long sabbaticals in England
looking at various forms of English education awevhand obviously the very stratified, at that
time, system of English education and how it wdugdpossible to educate those less privileged
or less fortunate in society. And that was sonmgthinat he thought about a lot in American
education. | think he also was, particularly agjrew, became more and more interested in the
teaching of teachers and how classroom teachingpeanade more relevant, and all the things
that are sort of, we hear in education reform todaink those are issues he’d been thinking
about and teaching for a long time.

DN: Your uncle had been a boxer in college, asdltec

JC: 1don’t know about the boxing. He certainly vea®otball player. Was he a boxer? |
didn’t even know that, that’s interesting. He vaa®otball player. In fact there’s a wonderful
story. He didn’t make it to my mother and fathevsdding because of a football game at Bow-,
that he was in and they, he and some of the ratbedy team mates arrived in time for the
reception, but not the wedding.

DN: Was he a very combative person?

JC: No, not at all, that was what’s so funny. Heswaeavery gentle person.

DN: Your uncle was involved in the ‘56 campaign . .

JC: Yeah.

DN: Was that the first time you’'d met Ed Muskie?

JC: I'mtrying to, | was trying to remember whethemet him first in 1956 or a little bit
earlier. | have two distinct recollections of nsf two meetings with him. One was at the
Democratic clambake at Pemaquid in the summer 56 ¥¥hen Adlai Stevenson was running
for the second time and he was the guest spediet.|l went and saw and heard and met both
of them.

And then there was another time that my class wprtb Augusta to watch the legislature in
session, and it was either the same year or thebgdare, I’'m not exactly sure if it's ‘56 or ‘57.

And we went up and | walked through the corridbthe Capitol and there was the governor,
standing, leaning against the wall. | have a w#rgng recollection of him, he was tall and



skinny and just sort of had an elbow against thi, @wad I’'m sure he had a bow tie on, and
talking to some either reporter or legislator, hidd&now. And I, for some reason, | was not a
very forward person but | screwed up my couragevest over and introduced myself and told
him, | said, “I'm Janie Fenderson and I’'m Paul Hemgs niece.” It surprised everybody in the
family.

DN: Now, what do you remember about the Pemaquidtenel 956?

JC: Well, I was excited. | remember being, you kntvere were a lot of people there. But the
thing | do remember is Jim Oliver getting up, hesvaacongressman at the time, and he
introduced Stevenson and he was sort of going dn@an don’t know if he was actually
introducing or just speaking before Stevenson spdg he was working himself up and he
said, “And come November, we're going to have aapiRepublican in the White House!” Do
you remember that? He had been a Republican addWwéched to being a Democrat but he
hadn’t quite made the transition in his overblowatory. And | remember thinking that was the
funniest thing I'd heard in a long time.

| also was thrilled because my Uncle Paul took mer ¢o Ed Muskie and whispered to him and
Muskie then came over and introduced me to Adlev&tson. And Stevenson, who had
wonderful blue eyes that were a little bit stagliwhen you, because he didn’t, he wasn’t
particularly colorful but he had beautiful blue sy@nd he looked right at me and said, “I'm very
glad, always glad when | see young people inteddasteolitics, Jane. | hope you'll stay
interested,” or something like that, stay involveadvas thrilled, and then I, that | got their
autographs too.

DN: Now, that interest in politics continued wheruygent to college. Where did you go to
college?

JC: | went to Mt. Holyoke College and, yes, | hag that time was totally interested in
politics. My Uncle Paul's wife, Jane, took me amine friends and my mother, my mother and
me and friends, to Lewiston to see John Kennedyniteecame through a couple of nights
before his election in 1960. And obviously, byttHavas a senior in high school at that point, |
was already bitten by the bug. And when | werddltege | majored in American history, or
majored in history with a concentration in Ameridastory, but | was really interested in going
to Washington specifically to work with Ed Muskibat’s what | wanted to do.

DN: And you knew that when you went as a freshman?

JC: 1did, | had made up my mind | wanted to do thractically from the time | was twelve
years old.

DN: Do you remember anything about that Kennedy agpee in Lewiston?
JC: Ohyes. He was very late, as | recall he wasiatour hours late coming in. That was the

end of the campaign and the crowd in Lewiston wasling. It was a very large crowd sort of
strung out over the streets all around the parkithalieve is now called Kennedy Park. And



Muskie and Coffin, Frank Coffin was running for gomor, and Muskie and, oh, | don’t know,
Louis Jalbert was there I'm sure, and all sortBemocratic politicians were trying to keep the
crowd warmed up and there, because it was jusggmirand on and on and obviously later and
later and later, and it was getting pretty col@. té\nd | remember at one point Muskie was
keeping the crowd going by just saying anything tizane into his head and they were leading
cheers. And he looked up and he said, “Who inwktite light bulb? Give me an E.” He was
just trying to, he’d do anything to keep peoplengpi And then they'd get hoarse and another
speaker would take over.

And then finally Kennedy came and it was very argiiand most of the crowd had stayed. And
| remember we weren't at all close but we were nitipod eye sight distance and fortunately
the loud speaker system was good. And | just repeetiat wonderful impression of youth and
vitality that he projected. And he went, he droght by us so we did get to see him very
closely.

DN: During that period were there any public poiggues that caught your attention
particularly?

JC: What period are you talking about?

DN: In the period that you were in high school, lmptigh your high school years to the
Kennedy election.

JC: Okay. Yeah, I think there were, there weredsssurrounding the Cold War that we were
certainly aware of, and | remember having to waifgaper in high school about [Nikita
Sergievich] Kruschev's visit to the United Statdhat must have been 1959 maybe, ‘58,
something like that when he went on the famousauipto the lowa hog farm. And | remember
the U-2 crisis of 19-whatever year that was, ‘5%0r. It seems like, | do, oh | do remember
very much the Brown vs. Board of Education decisioh954. That was something. We got the
New York Times at home, it didn’t come to the house, we pickagievery, it was a day late by
the time we got it in those days. And | remembehts day the huge headline on the front of
the New York Times when the Supreme Court voted in the Brown case.

DN: Did your family talk about that decision?

JC: Yeah, yeah, we always talked issues and pobiickgreat events at home. And obviously
Maine, because of the terrible depression that aat Whrough in the ‘50s, we were very
personally affected by the economic downturn. Lebsiously, effected by some of the great
social events that were going on like the earlyedesgation movement. That was something
that really | was much more personally involvedhwithen | got to college.

DN: Now in college, who were the great influencethatcollege on you?
JC: | would have to say one particular professor Wik great interest in me, she became my

advisor, she was an American History professord Although she wasn’t a dynamic teacher,
she was solid and good and well grounded and realtpuraged students who had an interest in



the subject. Her particular interest was womensauial movements of the nineteenth century,
which didn’t particularly interest me at all, | waset at that time interested in social history. |
was much more interested in political and diplomhtstory and ultimately chose to concentrate
on the Federalist era, on which | wrote a thesissamnjor year. But anyway, her name was Mary
Benson and | stayed in touch with her until sheldie

And then, | would say the other great influencesewgends. | made an astonishing number,
especially now, thirty-five years later, an astbimg number of lifelong friends while | was in
college, many of whom | am still in either dailyuth with or very frequent touch with. | had
dinner with a college classmate last night. Yoawit's just, it's astonishing to me, those ties
and how they have been maintained.

DN: Have any of those friends been part of yourgssibnal life, or at all related to your
professional life?

JC: No, not particularly, no. My professional frasare a different, | mean they’re equally
good friends but not, they’re, | don't really haaay college friends that I've been particularly
involved with professionally.

DN: You said that when you went to college, youemtion was ultimately to go to work for
Ed Muskie. When did that opportunity present fel

JC: Well, in my sophomore year. I’'m trying to thifdkm trying to remember the whole
sequence of events. |talked to Paul, Paul gtwiunh with you, or no, Paul at some point had
spoken to Muskie personally | think, and said tiathad his niece who was interested. And
Muskie, needless to say just said, “Well when sheggly,” | think | was probably fifteen at the
time, “let me know.”

So when | was, twenty at this point, | talked mygpés into letting me go to Washington for the
summer. And through Paul got in touch with youd aeard back from this Mr. Nicoll that there
was an opening in the office for someone who caoldort of all sorts of chores, including
clipping newspapers that had been backing up fongtime. And, ‘Oh, incidentally, we have
an extra spare room in our basement and if you dvideg to come and in exchange for washing
a few dishes and looking after some children occesdly, we’'d be glad to have you stay with
us,” which 1 did.

DN: And that was the summer of ‘63.

JC: Sixty-three, yeah, yeah.

DN: What, do you remember any incidents of that ser?m

JC: Oh, let's see, incidents.

DN: Incidents, events, or patterns.



JC: No, no, I'm just trying to think what happenédt summer. Well, let's see, | remember
the second summer even more. Well, | rememberaf khings that summer. We went to the,
the interns were all invited to the White House aad went with about three thousand other
people of my age to see President Kennedy. Thatheasummer of some of the terrible
bombings in the South. And | remember sitting wittu and Hilda and children watching some,
watching I think Kennedy talk after one of the bongs, and | don’t remember if it was the
bombing of Birmingham or what, but | definitely rember that. It was also, was that the
summer that he went to Berlin?

DN: Yes.

JC: Yes, that was the summer he went to Berlinth&bwas on everybody’s mind, too, but |
think, | think it was the bombings and the growmgvement in the South that | remember most,
in a political sense, that summer. | don'’t, | ¢dronestly say | remember much about what was
going on in the Senate office, except | think | eentber hearing a lot about something called the
Passamaquoddy Tidal Project and the Dickey Lindalm. And | can’'t remember whether that
was that summer or the next summer that we repéints | mean | guess it was beginning then.

And | remember a lot more, | came back the next,yeeaecond year as an intern. And that
summer, it was the summer of ‘64, we were gearmfpua reelection campaign and so | did a
lot of research on Clifford Mclntire’s voting reabthat summer. We also had, George Mitchell
had us update the senator’'s mailing list. Andaswhose, it was when everything was on metal
addressograph plates and we were going from songelike ten thousand to sixty thousand
names, all of which had to be hand sorted intoeth@sg metal trays. And each, we took turns,
the interns had to do it, and we had to take tgoisg down to the Senate, the bowels of the
Senate basement spending day after day with tlieBessograph plates sorting them, you know,
seeing a name and putting it into the Ls, it wist af fun. But at least we got to do the research
on the off days.

DN: Who were some of the people in the Senate dfffiaeyou got to meet both in ‘63 and
‘647?

JC: In ‘63 the first person | met was Gayle, thenmame was Fitzgerald, later Cory. She had
been, | remember very well, Gayle came bounding eyellow dress the first day | was there
and | remember | liked her instantly. She’d beervacation and was full of stories about her
vacation and she just came bounding, and | thiak #he was the receptionist. Joanne Amnaoitt,
later Hoffmann, was the senator’s secretary in 19688onal secretary in 1963. Other people on
staff, obviously including you, Don, who at the @iwas administrative assistant, were George
Mitchell who was the executive assistant, and Qlges Chip there that year, Chip Stockford?

DN: Sixty-three, yeah.
JC: Sixty-three, yeah, Chip was there. And VirgiRi#ts was a case worker, Carol Ann

Obliskey who was another case worker. Carol Ana mat from Maine, the others mostly were,
although Chip I don’t know, was he from Maine?



DN: Well, one minor correction, Carol Ann was fronaike, she was -

JC: I'm sorry, Carol Ann Obliskey was from Maine,ca@arol Ann Hecht was not from

Maine. Yeah, Carol Ann Obliskey worked for your@a\nn Hecht worked with Virginia and
George, that's right, I'm sorry, | was picturingrhgeah. Who else there that summer? Those
are the names that jump right out at me from ‘@@l Bknow I'm missing a lot of people but
those are the ones | remember. In ‘64, again & @@orge and still Chip and you, Gayle and
Joanne and Virginia, and that summer | think Na@iylara [Ezold] was another intern, was she
an intern that summer? And there were, let mevdeewere the other interns | remember. |
can’t remember their names, | can remember theasfa Nancy and | are the ones that |
remember.

DN: And what did you do in ‘64?

JC: In ‘64 1 did the research, a lot of researchCdiff Mcintire and all the odd chores of
updating the mailing list and doing this horrilbbd jwith the addressograph plates. In ‘63 |
literally clipped newspapers all summer and raareds.

DN: And those experiences didn’t turn you off?

JC: No, | had fun because | sat outside your officd | listened to everything. In those days
there was no such thing as a private office extmphe senator’s. And we, you know, they had
partitions that went about three quarters of thg waand, or half up, and you could hear
everything and | was just strategically locatedsalé your desk and | heard everything that went
on, | loved it.

DN: Do you remember anything -

JC: It was the beginning of a life long habit of uknow, discretion.

DN: Do you remember some of the things you learaethe things that seemed to be on our
minds?

JC: Well, | remember some very late night calls Y@ with, what was that woman’s name
who was a political person up in Lincoln? Oh, wivas her name, do you remember?

DN: Jones, in Lincoln?

JC: No.

DN: Oh, oh, | know, Broderick.
JC: No, that doesn’t sound right.

DN: In Lincoln?



JC: | think it was Lincoln, but | may be wrong.

DN: Or you're thinking of Peggy Murray.

JC: It might have been Peggy Murray, that was prohathere was she?
DN: Late at night it would have been Peggy Murraidancock County.

JC: Yeah, Hancock, okay, I'm sorry, | thought it waacoln, anyway. | remember being sort
of struck by the range of issues that you had &b @éh, from the most minutely sort of
personal problems of constituents, either persmigaids or not, just plain constituents, to the
great issues of war and peace that were obviomslysanator’'s responsibility. And you could,
in the space of ten minutes be dealing with on@other and you'd have to sort of change
gears very suddenly. And the demands, the phdis ttee expectations of people in Maine
that, of accessibility and being able to get toé@nMuskie, or to you, without any wait or
without any, you know, without any delay. And thHszing, you know, surprised that you might
be tied up with something else.

| think that in those early days certainly, we wpreoccupied with Maine issues more as, than
as the years went on when there were other pdldemands and a larger view. | think Muskie
was just coming into his own in ‘63 and ‘64 in tBenate, he was still a fairly junior senator.
He, at that time, was chairman of the intergovemtadeaelations subcommittee, and | believe
the pollution, air and water pollution control sobamittee then. And that reminds me of
another person, Dave Walker, who was then chaiwhéme intergovernent-, not chairman, staff
director of the intergovernmental relations subcadtte®. Leon didn’t come actually | think

until ‘65, Leon Billings. | remember he and | wecame about the same time, when | came
back. He’d been a lobbyist before that with theetican Public Power Association?

DN: Right.

JC: Yeah. Anyway, this is a parenthetical, | jusaid about Dave Walker. He’s at the
University of Connecticut, isn’'t that interesting?

DN: Still teaching?

JC: Yes. |, someone | met at a dinner party thisgdeaching at the University of
Connecticut in political science and we were chgtabout my, you know, we just, it was a,
we’d never met each other. And when | mentionedkiihe said, “Oh my goodness,” he said,
“do you know Dave Walker?” | said, “Yes, very wellhaven’t seen him for years.”

DN: I'm going to stop the tape on this side and ttiover and we will continue.

JC: It's funny, | haven't really thought about dileise things, Don, and | can’t remember what
was going on that summer.

End of Sde A, Tape One, Session One



Sde B, Tape One, Session One

DN: This is the second side of the first tape iri@mng Jane Fenderson Cabot on the 5th of
February, the year 2000. Jane, we were talkingtayomur experiences in 1963 and 1964 in the
Muskie office, and just beginning to talk about giresident’s visit in 1964, or 1963 rather. And
I'd like you to go back to 1963 and remember whai gan, both about President Kennedy’s trip
to Maine and about the discussions that went oararthe, two areas of interest here are
pollution control, the start up of the subcommitbeeair and water pollution, and the
Passamaquoddy Tidal Power project and the uppdoBi.

JC: | was just going to say, two words that just edmack to me from 1963, or the two
thoughts. One was that President Kennedy wentaimétthat summer on a brief weekend trip,
vacation really, and Muskie went with him as | lec®id he fly up in Air Force One or? Yeah,
to Bangor. And there’s a wonderful, he then welirgy with President Kennedy and took a
wonderful picture of the president lying, readingaok on this sailboat. And the other persons
that | remember being in it one of them is, he ®as Smith who was, | think, the interim
senator who had replaced Kennedy, holding thefeededdy in Massachusetts. And | wasn’t
particularly involved in any of that. | remembhete was a lot of flurry of excitement in the
office, telephone calls and arrangements but | Wasany way involved. | just remember
hearing about it and being excited about it.

And, of course, the big difference between 1963 E36# obviously was the assassination in
November of 1963. And then Johnson’s assumptidghepresidency which resulted in some of
the greatest legislative output, certainly on a dstia side, in this century, or in the last century
| was thinking about 1964 when | was, came baackas during some of the great civil rights
debates and some of the great, | think the PuldmAmodations Bill was being debated that
summer. And | remember Hubert Humphrey being weuagh involved in the filibusters that
were going on, on the Senate floor that summer.

You also asked me to talk about what | remembeutathe Passamaquoddy Tidal power project,
that was something, as a down Mainer, as a soytseuth, from the south of Maine, | didn’t
really know anything about Passamaquoddy. | néwdon’t think | could even spell it when |
first went there. But anyway, | certainly had neseen it, but | certainly got to know a lot about
it that summer. It was a proposal very much fastdng Muskie and | think with the active
backing of the Interior Department, Stu Udall | esnber being very much involved, to harness
the enormous tides on Passamaquoddy Bay to createpawer for eastern Maine and New
Brunswick. And it was very controversial.

It was tied in with harnessing, | think, the upferJohn or the lower St. John, upper St. John
River between Maine and Canada. And on the ond, lavocates of economic development
thought it was a terrific idea. And there wasteotioopposition that developed over time, and at
the time, on the environmental impact. | don't wnbwe used ‘environmental impact’ as a
term the way it's used now, but certainly peopleevancerned about the St. John and what
dams, especially the Dickey dam, the proposed dddickey-Lincoln School, what that would
mean to that river and that part of northern Maiéch was quite pristine, and still is.



In the summer of 1964, partly, after the, | gu€ss not even sure, it had started before
President Kennedy’s assassination. There wa®talle Hammer family which had taken over
the, President Roosevelt's cottage at Campobedid bought it from the Roosevelt family.
There was talk of their donating it to the governtseof the United States and Canada for an
international park, and Senator Muskie was veryhmaogolved in this. | think he introduced the
legislation that ultimately made it possible in ®enate. And that, and | truly don’t remember
when it passed, but by the summer of 1964 it walktye

And there was a great celebration of the openipgeks, the official opening or the seating of
the papers or whatever of the Roosevelt Campobekonational Park. And, was it President
and Mrs. Johnson? Yeah, President and Mrs. [Ladl] Bohnson and at least one of their
daughters. | know Linda Bird was there, | dontheanber if Luci [Baines Turpin] was there or
not, flew up to Maine and drove to Campobello fas toccasion. And it was of course part of
the 1964 election campaign as well. It was alsmtarnational occasion. | believe Prime
Minister [Lester Bowles] Pearson of Canada wasethémnd at the time, by this time an
international commission, the Roosevelt Campobeliernational Commission was established
to administer this international park. Althouglerh was the Peace Park between North Dakota
and Canada, it was a much different thing. | thiimk was really, maybe still is, a unique
undertaking between two countries.

Under the terms of the legislation that Muskie wyahe park would be administered jointly by
the two countries under a commission whose chaisimprwould rotate | believe every other
year between the United States and Canada. Theegesix members and six alternates from
each country. Muskie was the first chairman, ey the other two American representatives

in the beginning were Franklin Roosevelt, Jr. amas it Sam Rosenman, was he a
commissioner? No, | can’t -

DN: Sumner Pike.

JC: Oh Sumner, oh yes, of course, Sumner Pike. thAed three, the three alternates were,
hmm, well | can’t, | know Grace Tully was one armhfRosenman was another one.

DN: For a very short time.

JC: Yeah, then he got off.

DN: And Larry Stuart.

JC: Was he one of the originals? Or did he comer?at

DN: Oh no, Harry Umphrey, Harry Umphrey from AroastcCounty.

JC: Yes, yes, | was going to say Larry came lafend he of course at the time was the
commissioner of the Maine Parks and Recreation meat and a good friend of us all.

Anyway, that started a really lifelong, what turred to be a lifelong commitment by Senator
Muskie and a lot of the rest of us, in this pafad in the development of this unique, what



became a uniquely interesting, not just a histmm@mument which it originally started out to be,
but turning into a preserve of very interestinglegg and natural, the natural setting of
Campobello. I've sort of lost track of it now, bk last time | was there it had been developed
into very interesting nature walks and bogs thal lgau could go out and walk, you know, these
peat bogs over on side, on wooden platforms goutgweer the bogs, and really a very, very
interesting ecology.

DN: Do you remember in 1963 at the time that therenmental subcommittee there, and
water pollution subcommittee had been formed, mafdhe talk around the work of that
committee or the management of the committee?

JC: No, | know that the senator spent, was, you kn@sy much involved in it and | suspect
there were hearings going on then, but | don’tlygaimember a lot then. | remember a lot more
later.

DN: That was the year of your newspaper clipping.

JC: That was when | was clipping newspapers, right, say | wasn't terribly involved in
legislation, it was just sort of going on.

DN: You were at college, | believe, when Presideshikedy was assassinated.
JC: Yes.
DN: Do you remember what you were doing?

JC: Absolutely, as clear as if it were yesterdayad just finished lunch, | had gone back to
my dormitory room. It was a Friday, first of a@las Friday afternoon. It was a beautiful day
in Massachusetts as it was in most of the restetountry. And a friend of mine came running
through my door with a very odd expression on heefand she said, “Jane,” she said, “the
president’s been shot. It just came over the raddand | thought to myself, my first reaction
was “Who, or why in heaven’s name would anybodytarshoot President [Richard Glenn]
Gettell?” who was the president of our college.dAlnen it, you know, that was my initial
thought and then, of course, as soon as | wenugjirthis ridiculous thought, it dawned on me
what she was talking about. And | said, “Oh my Gaad we both ran to a radio then.

One has to realize how different life is. We hae television set in the dormitory and it was
down in a public room, and it was a black and wkég and other than that we relied on radio
for our news. And within just a very few minutésvas clear that the news was very bad and |
don’t remember, shortly thereafter we heard thatdd in fact, died. And it was just, it was
such a blow, it was like, it's hard to believe nbaw affected we all were, but especially those
of us who were committed to government and to sliénd to, who had been so thoroughly
captivated by the best ideals of the new frontlekvas a devastating blow. | was, | remember
crying for days and not knowing what to do.

And everybody just was sort of in a state of shaatt it went on, different people reacted in



different ways. Some people went to church. Spro&ssors canceled all their classes, others
didn’t. And we were very angry with the ones whand, because the last thing any of us
wanted to do was go to class. Because it was keméethings sort of slowed down and
everybody lived by the television set, so that amg you would go into the television room
there would be thirty, forty, fifty people sittirgound watching it, and it was twenty-four hours
of nonstop coverage all weekend.

| remember we were just going in to Sunday dinSenday dinner at college was a fairly
elaborate affair in those days, we had to dresanaiit was a much more formal meal than most
others. And | was in my heels, in my dress, wakimough, by the television room. And
somebody looked up and said, “Oswald has just bheh” And that was literally at lunch time
as we were going in on that Sunday. So we livethbytelevision and, of course, that did
transform that whole, looking back on it you caa #e beginning of how television news and
the moving image that it created transformed somai¢he way we got our information. That
really was the beginning of the modern coveragieink, of minute-to-minute television news.

DN: This takes, coming back to less dramatic evéniisguring the 1950s, did you have
television at home?

JC: Yes. I'mtrying to think when we first got itt wasn’t, we weren't the first people in town
to have it by any matter of means, but | would imagve got it in the mid 1950s sometime.
And | do remember when | was a fairly young girtekang the Today Show every day, | loved
the Today Show when, with Dave Garroway. And smuld say probably ‘56, ‘57, something
like that is when we got our first television.

DN: Do you remember watching political campaignsmuthat period up through 19607

JC: | remember listening to political conventionsemember, | was at camp even when |
heard a Democrat-, | heard the Democratic conventiosere John Kennedy almost got the vice
presidential nomination, that was ‘56. | rememiisening to that, | was at camp, that's how
early | was interested in politics. I'm trying tisink of -

DN: That was on radio.

JC: Itwas on radio, yes, yeah, and that would Ie ‘bremember very clearly the 1960
convention and watching that, or watching, | doainember watching the Republican
convention. It must have been on, I'm sure it wadecause my parents would have been
watching it. | think one of the things | rememibwst clearly watching on television, although
not in our house but in somebody else’s house, Wnerdrmy-McCarthy hearings back in the
early ‘50s. And then | also remember my mothdefigng to them on the radio every day.

DN: And during that period in the ‘50s, there wasl]lyno, I’'m misremembering. Take us up
to the 1960s, the Cuban missile crisis, now yowevireicollege at that time.

JC: lwas.



DN: And what kind of an effect did that have on you?

JC: Oh, that had a huge effect on us, because we sitting in western Massachusetts
adjacent to Westover Air Force Base, which had B-58nd rumor had it, and | think rumor is
true because | think | later had it confirmed, éherere missile silos around us in western
Massachusetts in some of the mountains. We doowiwhere, but we always thought they
were right underneath us. So in the time of thea@umissile crisis | remember very distinctly
hearing these B-52 bombers flying right over us iamdas scary. Obviously, remember
watching President Kennedy’s famous speech todtiem and we were scared, we were
genuinely scared. It dawned on us that we wersiplgscoming to some sort of nuclear
confrontation for the first time, or some sort ohérontation with the Soviets. College students
were scared. I'm sure the whole country was, ritvgre.

DN: How did your experience in this period, nineteeaghly, sixty-one through the summer
of ‘64. So we're talking about your exposure te thvil rights movement, your exposure to the
missile crisis, your experience in Washington i& tivo summers, and of course the
assassination of President Kennedy. How did tifes&that long standing interest of yours in
politics?

JC: It made me even more determined that that’s &vheranted my life to go and that |
wanted to be involved in great, in the great issafesur time and affecting them in some way.

In those days, it was not common for young womethittk about going into political office
themselves. Some did, but it was rare. Thatyeedler, | never was attracted to political office
myself. | was very attracted to the making of prupblicy, influencing legislation, doing good,
because in those days we thought we could havsiaveoeffect in the concept of public
service, which | am sad to say has suffered gréatilye last generation or two. The concept of
public service when | was a young woman was rehtybest thing, the best place for you to go,
the best and the brightest. And that phrase has imaligned but it was true, the best and the
brightest of my generation was attracted to putgiwice.

DN: What were your impressions of Senator Muskieims of his attitudes toward politics
and government at that period?

JC: | thought then, and it never changed, that hepsaitics as an honorable calling that could
summon up the best of people, and that's whatlkedaabout. And at his best, when he was
most persuasive and most inspirational, he convéyado the rest of us.

DN: How much did he have to do with you as an irkern

JC: Not much, he didn’t have much, then or eveddawith his interns or his junior staff. But
he was around. | didn’t, | mean he was sort datle big God-like, except when he would
explode. But he, | didn't feel particularly, heldit, it wasn’t, he was not particularly remote to
me, as | did see him coming and going a lot, pdntigause his office was next to mine and | did
see him, | was aware of his coming and going allbiad nothing to say to him or do to him
other than say, “Hello, how are you?” those summers



DN: I'm going to stop the interview now because hawe to go.
JC: Remind me to tell you my Paul Douglass story.

DN: Okay, we’ll note that down for the next round.

JC: Okay.

DN: Thank you very much.

JC: You're welcome. We didn’t get too far.

End of Interview
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