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Biographical Note

Richard J. Carey was born on January 7, 1929 ireWile, Maine. He lived in Waterville from
1929-1989. He didn’'t speak English until he was/éars old, growing up in the Franco
American community in Waterville. His father, Augdus Carey, was a paper maker and worked
on the electrical switchboard, and later becamarpenter. His mother, Alma Carey, was a
police matron. Augustus served on the city councll922, was the chairman of the fire
department committee and served on the Board adriidn in 1937. Richard Carey married
Helen, who at one time was the vice chair of thenDeratic Ward Committee, and had six
children: four boys and two girls. He was thetftsvn manager of Belgrade in June 1989 and
left the office in 1990 after 16 months of servidée has served in the Maine legislature for
twenty years. He attended high school in Waterydind then went to work at the Forster
Manufacturing which produced toothpicks and disptsatensils. He enlisted in the Air Force
and became a flight engineer and few throughouttise, especially during the Korean War.

He attended University of Maine but left becausér@ncial issues. He joined James W. Sewall
Co. to do survey work. He ran and developed thensl&tate Lottery from 1979-1986. He was
mayor of Waterville from 1970-1978.

Scope and Content Note



Interview includes discussions of: Muskie mayoeale in Waterville, Maine; politics in
Waterville in the 1930s and 1940s; Waterville, Magommunity during the 1930s and 40s;
Franco-Americans in Waterville; different ethnicvmmunities in Waterville including Francos,
Lebanese, Syrian and Irish; problems with enviromadegislation in Maine; overall changes
in Waterville over the last 60 years; 1972 Repwsli€onvention in Augusta; personal
impressions of Muskie; Waterville mayoral electi@id970; Louis Jalbert; Veterans
Committee; Ken Curtis; James Longley; Urban Rend®ajects; and anecdotes about Ed
Muskie.
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Transcript

Mike Richard: The date is August 26th, 1999 and we’re herb@Belgrade, Maine town
office with Richard Carey. Interviewing is Mike dkiard. And Mr. Carey, could you please
state your full name and spell it?

Richard Carey: It's Richard J. Carey, C-A-R-E-Y.
MR: And your date of birth, please?

RC: 1/7/29 [January 7, 1929].

MR: And where were you born?

RC: Born in Waterville.

MR: And for how long did you live in Waterville?
RC: Until ‘89, ‘29, about sixty years.

MR: Okay, well let’s talk a little bit about your famnbackground. First of all, what were your
parents’ names?

RC: My father’s name was Augustus Carey and woulceh@en named after an uncle who
served temporarily as mayor of Waterville, but ‘thget another story, and my mother was
Alma Carey. Both came from the south end of WaltervMy mother at one time was a police
matron and she worked in the wards and | gues®bher biggest disappointments was the fact
that Muskie did not get elected mayor of Watendtene time when he ran.

| have two brothers, one is retired military gréemet, spent three tours of duty in Vietnam,
although never set foot in the country. They warehe, they were in Laos on the Ho Chi Minh
Trail or whatever it was. And the other one isrgyin Florida right next door to where my
mother lives and he was the commander of the Ameriegion Post in Crystal River, and |
guess his term is expired now, he’s retired.

My wife Helen and | have had six children, we hadrfboys, two girls. The oldest son is an



engineer with the state of Vermont on environmewtter quality issues, the second one passed
away four years ago, the third one has taken oyebusiness as a surveyor, and the fourth one,
with the influence of his uncle, is serving in 8pecial forces, the green berets, and travels
extensively. One daughter is a schoolteacherh&samath, has her masters in it, and the other
daughter is the abandoned property manager fdrehasurer’s office. That's when you have,
maybe you left a job and you had worked two dags Week, then you've been two days’ pay
coming but you never got it. See, after a yearhha to be turned in to the state and then they
will put you on the list saying that you have sameney coming. Well, that’s the family. | did
survey work for forty-three years.

MR: And what were your brothers’, or what are yowtbers’ names?

RC: The, I'm the oldest, the next one down the Imealled Carey Parell, he changed his name
because he was a singer and his first name wasyCamid he wasn’t too crazy about the name.
And then the other one is Jack Carey, C-A-R-E-Yiragand he lives in Waterville.

MR: And how about your father’s occupation?

RC: My father was a paper maker, worked on the etadtswitchboard, worked on rewinders
where they’ll take a monstrous roll of paper antitup into newsprint page size. And then he
left there with an early retirement buyout and werfElorida and started, because he was a good
carpenter, his father had been a good carpengsrwbre both finish carpenters, and so he went
down there to build and install kitchen cabinets.

MR: And what were your parents’ political beliefsiaterests?

RC: Democrats all the way. My father’s father hadred in the city council back in 1922 and
he chaired, we had a bicameral system at the timejas chairing the fire department
committee that supervised what’s going on in the diepartment, and in 1922 he went to Boston
and he bought the first ladder truck that the gity, that the city had, an old Stutz [a kind of
truck]. Twenty-five years later, my father is sigg on the Board of Aldermen, which is on the
other side of the hall, the higher body. Supposétl like being in the house or being in the
senate, one or the other. And so he went to Baatdrbought the fire truck that replaced his
father’s fire truck. And then twenty-five yearsds | come along, I'm sitting in the mayor’s
office, and | didn’t have to leave the office, Iugit the truck that replaced my father’s. Right
now we don’t- except for myself, we don’t have amgan the family that’s in the political arena.
I’'m also a selectman here.

MR: A selectman in Belgrade?

RC: In Belgrade, yeah, yeah, | was the, Belgrades fown manager, and the interesting part
of that was that the first selectman at the tims wéttle disappointed that with a full time town
manager the, there was no need for him to sitdasé in the front waiting for people to come in
and talk to him. And so he said he was going toapuarticle in th&Varrant, which would do
away with the town manager form of government. Aad, very shortly after, gave my
resignation and took out papers to run against aid,defeated him. So at least while he may



not have liked the system, apparently somebody did.

MR: What time was this that this incident happened?

RC: This was back in ‘90.

MR: And so when did you first become town manager?

RC: In, the end of June of ‘89. | was manager fetegin months.

MR: So that was pretty much right after you came frera Waterville?

RC: Yeah, and that was quite a transition for thentowt least it stopped pitting one selectman
against another for doing something, because bsiga have three towns here, the Belgrade
Lakes, North Belgrade and Belgrade Depot. It'$lyedl one township but it, the shopping
center, if you would, if you want to call it thag,down in Belgrade Lakes, the industrial area is
up this way, and there’s not much in North Belgrad#éortunately. There’s a lumberyard that
hires some forty-odd people and that’s aboulttis, basically we have fifty-eight miles of shore
frontage, so we have a high valuation.

MR: And did your parents discuss their Democratigtiesiwith you when you were a kid
growing up, or with you and your brothers?

RC: Oh yeah, as a matter of fact, Chet Marden waomay48, and my father was on the
board at that time, and so Chet asked him if | wa@adme in and he’d pay me a dollar a meeting
to carry whatever they did in the board of aldermercarry that paperwork over across the hall
for the council. And when Chet was honored asiiha of the year, | was mayor and |
mentioned that, that he owed me two dollars, amel enough, he got up when he started giving
his speech, he passed me over two dollars. Buytraleably in this area now have more people
who are unenrolled than there are in one parth@wother. More and more people are having a
problem in really enrolling in a party. And | dothink it's because they feel that they’ve got to
follow the line because I've been given a lot @y in the senate. I'll look at a bill, | have a
set of principles that | try to follow; that's whewer a bill comes before us for debate, or at the
committee level, my first inkling is, is this gofat the state? Secondly, what does it do to my
district, for or to my district? And thirdly, | esider the party, and so it's at the bottom of the
priorities, right. And I'm starting my twentiethegr in the legislature so | imagine my, and also
my last, so it's obviously set well with the peoftat | represent.

MR: | guess, yeah. You said you consider party clamations last in that list of priorities. Do
you think that that’s pretty common among legisiatoday, or how has that changed?

RC: It's getting more common, more common. We havendependent in the house. We have
an independent in the senate. They both got tezgle And the independent in the house is
from Auburn and, which is basically democraticabntrolled, and the independent in the senate
is from Bar Harbor, which is heavily Republicantell you, it's probably more and more people
that are going to be doing that. And we’re getanguch larger percentage of women in the



legislature. Not many of them have children, whatlows them to be able to sit there without
having to worry about something going on at hontlkeerathan the material that's in front of
them.

MR: Talking about your time in Waterville growing again, would you and your brothers
discuss politics much, or was it kind of you werereninterested in it?

RC: Yeah, my mother was a matron at the time whemwere growing up, and we’'d go to a
political meeting in Grove Street School, which waeybe four blocks from the house, and that
was really a hotbed of activity. It was the moshidcratic ward in the whole city. If you won
in ward seven, wards three and four usually haate pretty heavy, to offset the margin that
would come in out of ward seven. So we did at®mte meetings, and the guy who was the
chair was a barber who lived right next door tma<Carrion Street, and he was very forceful
individual.

And we had businessmen who lived in the ward.inktlof two people, both owned their own oil
business. The, Mr. Laverdiere, who was a grocas, w there, and so it was a mix of the
working class and retired people, but in those dlagse weren’'t as many retired as there are
today percentage wise. | imagine Social Secuatymade that possible, plus the negotiated
pension plans that some employees have been apiektap.

MR: Now you mentioned before that you were in thels@md growing up? Was that
traditionally the Franco-American area of town?

RC: Yeah, yes it was.

MR: So, what was it like growing up in that areadAit was a strongly Democratic area so
what were the relations between maybe other groughge town?

RC: It was interesting because people looked outhfeir neighbors. You didn’t have to worry
that if you forgot to lock your door that somebadyuld get into your house because there were
always neighbors around. The kids got along wedlwalked to school which was probably a
mile, a mile and a half away. We used to hookaotiné trolley in the wintertime and just let the
trolley pull us, but that ended. My mother andhéatbought a store, which was a candy store at
the time. Mr. Dostie just wanted to retire. Ahey made enough money, they put in a soda bar,
an ice cream place, and they did well, althougtais, my mother would work during the day

and when my father got out of work, then he’d gthi store and work. They made enough
money that they bought the First National next d@boverdale it was called because most of
their brands were under the Cloverdale label. #they put in some pinball machines in the back
of the ice cream parlor, and those were kept blisi@atime. My, on Sunday, when people
would go by the store from, coming from church, sashthe men would stop in to buy a
morning paper and in her safe she had a bottemof different brands of liquor and they

would also get a little shot, not that they hadeggtmMass and gone to communion and
everything. And so she almost got busted oncééyiquor inspector, but everybody knew who
the liquor inspector was, a fellow named Canoffe kd a hockey rink down at the south end,
that’s where our neighborhood would beat everybeldg because there was the south end, the



Western Avenue Tigers, Pious Hill, the north end #rey would beat the heck out of us in
basketball, but they couldn’t skate, so we woulketdne hockey thing all the time. But those
were the good days.

MR: And so growing up, you were, when you were youhggiess you were growing up
during the Depression, what was that like in thetls@nd and for your family?

RC: We had a lot of pea soup made with a soup bankirathose days they used to throw
those away. We ate a lot of baked beans, but drétdieally have welfare programs in those
days, | mean the whole town would have been onarelpractically. My father was quite an
athlete. He got a job with the old HollingswortidaVhitney, which became Kimberly Clark
eventually. Went in a baseball league, they hddstrial leagues, and they would pick out
semi-pro guys and hire them to work in the factary that’s how he got a job at the H&W.
He, when he was pitching he’'d win twenty-two, twefdur games and lose maybe four or five,
and when he wasn’t pitching he was in the outfeld he’d hit four hundred. They sent
somebody down from New York and the guy who camerdsaid to my father, “I'd like to talk
to your mother,” and so he took her down to my graother’s and she said, “Yes, what can we
do for you?” And the guy says, “Well, we'd like have your son come play ball for us, I'm
with the Yankees. Although he won't start with t@nkees, he’d be up in Binghamton in the
farm league,” and she says “Well, is he going tiopged for this and housing and everything?”
And they said “Yup,” and then she asked the questill he be able to come home nights?”
And the guy says, “Oh no, we’ll have him all sumrheknd that's when you listen to your
mother. When she said, “Then he’s not going,” ld@'tlgo. Yup, he was eighteen at the time.

MR: And what were your parents’ religious beliefs?

RC: We are Roman Catholics. My wife and | servewharistic ministers at Notre Dame in
Waterville.

MR: And how big a role did the church play in lifeoging up in Waterville?

RC: Well, | was about twelve years old before | cospp@ak English, and | was going to the
convent, if you would. The nuns there were, I'wways marveled at the fact that the nuns will
have on one side of their uniform a rosary, antherother side they’d have the razor strap.
Have you gone through that?

MR: No, | haven'’t, but I've heard about it, throudbrges.

RC: Yeah, oh yeah, and so, and | was almost alwaysimle, raising hell at one time or
another, you know, so | saw more of the razor dfnap | did of the rosary. But we stuck
together, we had friends, and we were basicakntts from within that district, the Franco
district, and we did everything together. We é&dyed football, we all did hockey, | could
hardly stand up on skates so | didn’t get on tleeviery often. We had a baseball team, which
later blossomed into a league down in, at the senthof the city. | built, while | was mayor |
built a softball field on the river. But those wdahe good days, again.



MR: And were there any tensions or, actually | shotilslant that like that, what were the
relations like between the French community in Walle and the other ethnic communities?

RC: We had the Lebanese community, Lebanon and 8gxia some people in Waterville who
lived just north of the south end, and were scattéinroughout the city, and they were mill
workers who had come in, in the late 1800s to,theg came out of Canada, to get employment
at a Wyandotte Worsted plant, which was a, thisitesch were working in the old Lockwood
cotton mill which was down the street and, almagtaf our area anyway. But there were a lot
of intermarriages, a Lebanese girl, French guynéhegirl, Lebanese guy, and so those two, we
got along very well. There were some who were nugger crust from us who, who didn't fit in
with either group.

MR: Were those other ethnic groups that were, or seithgn the Lebanese and French
community?

RC: Well, we had two colleges, we had Thomas Collag#aterville, which was over the 5
and 10, and then we had Colby College, which walsyuie railroad yards, and is now moved
on top of Mayflower Hill Drive. And they tended g®t, oh, maybe a little snooty. They, over
the years they’ve relaxed something fierce. Theyiwred more and more local people to work
up there rather than keep bringing in people franod state. So it, it's nowheres near what it
was when we were kids but, we were lucky to haathels on.

MR: Was there a prominent Irish or Italian or Yankeenmunity in Waterville?

RC: There are a few Irish people, or there were themd | would say that they were probably
as friendly to us because they were treated, tble Were treated the same way that the French
were treated. You know, it's one of these thiriga ivhere the parent tells the boy or the girl,
the son or the daughter, “Don’t go in the south leachuse you're only going to get in trouble
down there.” Well, that was not exactly the cdme,l guess they wanted to make sure that their
child was going to meet someone, you know, aniey teventually married, it would be
someone with some stature.

MR: Okay, and just a general question. Well, fifshlbactually, you mentioned that the
Democratic stronghold was really in ward seven,wyeu were growing up. Was the rest of
the city either half and half Democratic and Repani, or was it more one or the other?

RC: Ward one could go either way, ward two was anathet could go either way, Ward three
and four were heavily Republican. Ward five waw/heres near the size as it is today because
in those days we didn’t have that one man/one &diet from the federal government, so that
that came around, must be thirty years ago nowhatoeach ward had the same number of
people in it. So that was a more balanced reptasen. Right now, for instance, | represent
thirty-five thousand people in the legislature, @odone has more than a thousand less or more
than | do. Sometimes you’ve got to stretch owget | have nine towns in my district, but
Portland has two representatives, two senatorstheaydused to run on a whole ballot because
we didn’t have districts in those days, you just aalarge, but with the party label on it. Ward
six was also a Democratic ward because most giebele in that ward didn’t have automobiles



and they didn’t have a need for an automobile bez#ey worked in the cotton mills, so six

and seven were basically Democratic wards. Thmeld@ur were Republican. And ward five
was just building, it was just open space, and tiey at that time the fewest number of voters in
the ward. But it was the place where people whikea at the college, management people at
the Wyandotte Woolen mill or the Lockwood cottorinthey would build their homes there.
And so it's a ward until, well until ‘72, that waligo Democrat or Republican, it would depend
on the candidate. It would be nice if we could metof these party labels and just call ourselves
liberals or conservatives. That may happen somie Maah, | vote against my party a good part
of the time just based on the values or prioritidad | haven’t been stripped of any
chairmanships so | guess they are satisfied thagiving them half a shot anyway.

MR: And how do you think that your relationship te tharty line has changed over the years,
or have always kind of voted. . .?

RC: I've always been this way, yeah. Even when | imake city council before becoming
mayor, | looked at how it would affect the city viadt affected my ward, and then how it
affected the party.

MR: Do you think your way of voting has been mordess aligned to the party recently than it
has in the past?

RC: I have a dislike for super environmentalistgloh’t mind an environmentalist, but the
super charged environmentalists see absolutelyngpbut a very narrow path to their goal, and,
but life isn’t like that. There are curves | thimkeveryone’s life.

MR: Is this, some of what you're thinking about, mayblated to the Green party also?
What's your assessment of the Green Party moveménaine?

RC: | don’'t have a problem with them getting on tladidt, | don’t think they will win. | have a
great fear of Jonathan Carter. Jonathan seentwagsafind somebody to finance his efforts to
save the Maine woods, and obviously if you saveMhee woods, and then the paper mills are
gone. We just passed a fifty million dollar bosdue which the voters will have a chance to say
yes or no, hopefully it'll be yes, to buy more labdt I've been trying to get from the forestry
department a map telling me what we own as a statel Plum Creek came in and made an
offer to the state that, they bought SAPPI's land they go all the way, almost all the way
around Moosehead Lake, and they've offered toveell reasonably that lake frontage so it can
be preserved.

I’m not totally against the environment. | waswedrsappointed when the Edwards Dam ran out
and | was somewhat surprised when the governoy waidl he didn't know there were carp at
the bottom of the dam, and his planning office shat they had told him that there were carp at
the bottom of the dam there. It's a very, it jeats the other fish, it just attacks them. We got
two feet of water in one space, if you were to gmss the bridge in Winslow, the southerly
bridge, you would see the rocks are sticking upethand | don’t know how that’s going to be
navigable. So we did more damage by taking thatlmcause | chaired the utility committee
and one of the things that we're trying to do ismgere and more renewable resources in there,



which would be, gas is not because that doesnéwatself, coal is not, biomass is because the
trees will grow again once you take the lumberodft anyway, hydro is a renewable, and hydro
is the most dependable that we have.

| chair a commission on the problem with biomaghktrnow, where they shut the mills down,
they say for maintenance, but they shut down foual month and in the meantime the guy’s
got no place to bring his stuff. And they seerdadt rotation wise, where Fort Fairfield was
shut down, and then Ashland was shut down, andlinem they go back up, Sherman goes on
line. And I think what they’re driving at is, théyave to buy their fuel, they weigh the trucks
full, dump the load, and most of it is bark, butrén are some slabs there, a tree is round and
you’ve got a straight line through that.

So | think what they’re driving at is that they &eentually going to start charging the lumber
yards for bringing that material to them. Andhéy charge, | had a letter from a Mr. Bornstein
who is running Isaacson Lumber, he said that i #tart doing that and we pay even thirty
dollars a ton, that’s going to cost my company twadred and seventy thousand bucks a year.
So, that may take care of that industry, but wssk.

MR: How would you say that Waterville has changed olve years, over the past sixty years
or so?

RC: Waterville has changed in that the main strestda®n, since | was a kid, a lot of
development. The banks have come in, they’ve beilt buildings, we had urban renewal in the
‘60s, | was on the council in those days. Colbyléi@ has moved up and has got a beautiful
campus up there. Thomas College moved from tleedihd dime and went out on the West
River Road, and they’ve got a growing campus oeteh As far as schools are concerned,
we’ve had to build new schools and move the juhigh into senior high, build a new senior
high, and then as you moved out from an elemerstngol, one of the much smaller elementary
schools would be closed and people would momen{elligible phrase) and so it's a

progression.

But the state is not doing its share in keepinddngs and the operational system in order; they
just don’t seem to find the money. They had twehtge million, | think it was, two years ago
to spend on school buildings - it all went to Brwitk, all twenty-three million, they were
building a new school. So, it's a case of beintheright time at the right place, and by that |
mean having somebody who may live in Brunswick bhéhe Board of education that makes the
decision. It's a, | don’t know, the old good bgyndrome, which is unfair to the rest of the state.

MR: And how would you say that Waterville has changelitically over the years?

RC: We have now more people who are not enrolling party who want the freedom to
express their views, even though if they're in gypthey can still express, all the candidates
show up on the ballot so, you know, you could dbatt way. But we, the city of Waterville just
impeached a mayor last year.

MR: Oh, really?



RC: Yeah, yeah she was being led by her administra&rcity administrator who is now the
town manager, he works for the mayor. And he farc&employee, they just had to pay her
thirty-five thousand dollars in a settlement. Asie built a monument to whatever it is in the
concourse where you have to drive around theral) Itcit's a semi-truck catcher because it's
built on a mound, and as they try to go aroundlittis rotary, little rotary, they get hung up
when they, because the trailer, as they’re goinguih this thing the trailowgintelligible

word) closer and closer. Yeah, they got to hire sordghio come over and get them off that, so.
But she had made some terrible mistakes and theyo#& her out by a vote of two to one.

MR: Well, let’s talk about your educational backgrdutwhere did you go to school in
Waterville?

RC: 1 went to South Grammar School after | got oytath the nuns. And then my
grandmother during the war took me to Florida ames$ in junior high in Florida. When the
war ended, | was, | went into high school in Wailkgygraduated basically as a carpenter,
manual training | called it. Then | worked at thdyat was a -

(Taping paused.)

RC: After high school, | went to work at the Fosteamlifacturing, which made toothpicks,
wooden toothpicks, tongue depressors, forks andrspfor ice cream, the little things that,
they’re double ended. And then | became a firemahe boil room, it just paid more money,
and then finally | enlisted in the Air Force andni&o basic training in San Antonio, and then
went to Biloxi, Mississippi at Keesler Field foréwty-eight weeks to study aircraft and engine
mechanic work. | found it interesting that yourleall of these things, and if something goes
wrong with an engine or something, you don’t chatigepart you were trained to change, you
change the whole engine. Insane. They must hagertore money than they needed. | became
a flight engineer and flew all over the countryuridg the Korean war, for instance, we’'d go to
some place, | was stationed in Tennessee and waitt@ Kentucky and pick up a whole load of
refrigerators and we’d go to Fairfieldnintelligible word) in upstate California and unload, and
then they’d be loaded on to go fan{ntelligible word) the hospitals on the front and what have
you, but | always thought they really went to tHigcers’ clubs. Sometimes I think too much.

MR: It's best not to know.
RC: Did you want a coffee, or?
MR: Oh, no, that’s okay, I'm all set.

RC: After the service | went back to school to gehsthing other than a carpenter’s degree,
and | took physics, chemistry, algebra, I'm missomg, whatever it was, and then went to the
University of Maine where | stayed for a year arttad. My G.I. Bill ran out because by then,
my wife and | were living in a twenty-eight footrig trailer with two kids and the hundred and
sixty-five dollars a month that were coming in jdsgappeared. So | was offered a job at the
time by the James W. Sewall Company, who did suwerk. They had just hired a fellow



named Herman Shea who was the retired, just rgcegtited from MIT, teaching engineering.
And we got all kinds of work when he came on bdaedause the highway commissioner from
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, atah’t think it was Maine. But all of these
guys were graduates of MIT and had been studeriis.dfhea so nothing went to bid, they just
automatically called him up and tell him what thed to do and he’d end up giving them a
price.

| was very fortunate because it was at that tinag ttie interstate system was getting built, so |
surveyed the Connecticut turnpike, we had threersiglown there, so | got a third of it. We
surveyed 495 around the Boston area, which useshtty be Route 110. We surveyed the
Maine turnpike extension that had been built rigfter the war, but we extended it into Newport
and somebody further up the line picked it up imfdert and surveyed it further.

MR: Actually, I'm going to stop the tape before wedanything.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

MR: This is the second side of the tape of the im@rwith Richard Carey on August 26th,
1999.

RC: When we got done all the survey work and theyigfotthe construction stages, it was at
that time that the Sewall Co. decided they hagtluce the size of their work force. And Joe
Sewall, who later became the president of the semhile | was in the house in those days, Joe
Sewall is the one who said to me, “Go in the eg@ptmoom and pick out some equipment,” he
said, “l can get you a job with the state or yon ga out on your own and I'll give you the
equipment, seeing as how we don’t need that maswsand equipment any more anyway,”
but, he says, “Show me what you're taking.” Sodk an old transit that had been a mining
transit up in Nova Scotia, a little job that thegdbeen doing up there, level rod, a couple of
plumb bobs, a tape, two range poles, and he loak#tem and he said, “Gee, you could have
picked out better stuff than that but if that's wiiau want you can have it, no charge.” And
later on | did some work for him on some parceliaotl that they had.

And | never did get to spend more than a year a@malfan college, but it gave me all the
surveying and engineering stuff that | would needhair, to be a party chief of a survey party.
And | stayed with it, and now, when | had bypasgsty in ‘95 | turned my business over to my
son who was also licensed as a land surveyorHsdhad better equipment than | did, he had the
electronic stuff, then | had the old transit. €dghe transit to teach, when | was Scout master, |
used the transit to teach the Scouts some survdyasically how to find yourself in the woods,
and when they took the school down that we haldeab&sement area of, | forgot completely
about it and so | have no idea at all where tlaatsit went. Hopefully somebody saved it
anyway, it was an 1880 modeln{ntelligible word). It was worth some money, solid brass.

So, since ‘95, | went in, in ‘92, in the electioh'@?2 in the legislature. And so, oh, from ‘79
through ’86, | ran the Maine State Lottery. I'netbne that wrote the law on the Tri-State
Megabucks. And having been in the legislatureatk&d wonders because | had to go, we did,



megabucks is a game that needs a large playesbdbat you're not offering fifty thousand
dollar prizes, and so | went to New Hampshire aspdke to the, | can’t remember the name of
the committee now, the house side, they have diftscommittees, they have a house committee
and a senate committee, and so does Vermont. yerdtbough the governor of Vermont was
against it, Governor [Richard A.] Snelling, theyspad it over his objections and the three of us
then made up a combination of about two and arh#libn people, and that’s about the

minimum that you really need to run that kind afeane. And that saved the lottery.

The year | got there, the state had gotten eightlted and seventy thousand dollars for the
general fund, and | swear that the ad agency hal& mere money than that over that time. So |
had a little problem with that ad agency, so Iditeem, got another one, and we just started
going straight up and now it gives the state alfonty-two million bucks a year. Tickets were
costing us five cents apiece, and the agent waimgetight cents a ticket, that’s thirteen cents
out of a dollar that’s gone. The prize structuasvorty-five percent, so now we’re talking well
over sixty percent of prizes, so that meant thatstiate was getting thirty-six, thirty-seven
percent. And I still watch it now, I'm on the ldgdfairs committee which supervises the lottery
and unfortunately we got a person there now whmdee interested in getting his paycheck than
he is in trying to come up with new material. We stopped from going with the Powerball, |
don’t know if you're familiar with that or not.

MR: [I've heard of it, yeah.

RC: If you get into Powerball, you have no statesiatbyou that are in it, number one, and if
one of the states, Maine, Vermont, Massachusett$swa get in it, it will get blackballed by
New Hampshire because there’s a lot of cross batié: We lose about two hundred and fifty
thousand dollars, we, that goes across Fryebukgn dato the Berwicks, Somersworth and
everything, that could be being spent here. Antwfas spent on ours, then ours would grow
that much faster. They still play ours, if thereresforty games out there some people would
play forty games. It’'s like beano, how many cards you play.

MR: Yeabh, it's a craze.

RC: So that basically is my career. | left the Iottehortly after getting the game started. An
interesting part of it is that Joe Brennan as theegnor, he was just coming in as governor, had
defeated me in a primary. | went back to doinggsywork and on the way home, when | got
home, my daughter said, “Gee, the governor’s gititinthe office, he wants you to call him right
off.” “Well,” | said, “it's quarter past five.” Be said he’d wait, and so | called and he said, “I
want you in my administration someplace so doe'tyourself down,” and so, “Okay.” So about
a week later he said, “How would you like to be ih@ne-Quebec ambassador?” | said, well,
there’s no such position. The United States hamamassador who'’s in Ottawa, not in Quebec.”
And | said, “Besides, with my French and with R&é&esque up there,” | says, “hell, we'd be
at war in two weeks.” So that went by.

And I'm trying to remember the second thing thabffered me, but when the third call came,
which was about five and a half, six weeks latersays, it wasn’'t “How would you like to be
this?” he says, “l want you to be my next lottemedtor.” So | put my hand over the phone, |



turned to my wife and | said, | think this is hest and best offer,” so she said, “Listen, I've
listened to you complain about the lottery,” | véagery strong supporter of the lottery, “and if
you don’t take that job | never want to hear yowuntize the word lottery in the house again.”
So | said to the governor, “I'll take it on one clition, that if something better comes along, |
can be considered for that.” And he says, “No [mo’ he says, “be in my council chambers
tomorrow morning at ten o’clock, I'm making the aumcement.” So | got in my suit and
everything and the TV cameras are there and, abloaimeras, and I'm sitting there with my suit
on and, like this, and he announces that | am ¢welattery director and the camera turned to
me. And that night when | watched the news, | tla@ blue sock and a green sock. So that
didn’'t work out that well.

But two weeks after he gave me that job he samfdsegoing to put in, called me in and said I'm
putting in a bill to abolish the lottery. Wellbasically | had just left the legislature, so | wenm
see some friends of mine, Paul Jacques from W#&rdreg Nadeau who is now, who was
from Lewiston and is now on the governor’s staffit @ senator from Westbrook. Age. When
age gets you, you've had it. So, and they justtwlemn to see the governor and said, “Well
you’ve got to give this guy a chance anyway,” argdturned it around almost right away. But it
was very enjoyable for me. If I'm managing anythat all, | manage things in that, you're not
Mr. Jones, or anything, you know, you're HaroldHarry or whatever, and it keeps us all on the
same plane. Some of us are more fortunate in laditegto move up the ladder. I've enjoyed it.

MR: Okay, well basically just to clear up my notesehso you were in the house of
representatives from ‘67 to ‘79, is that right?

RC: | was in the house from ‘6-, yeah, | was tweleans in the house, and | was, now in my
eighth year in the senate.

MR: Okay, so there was a period between your houssamate years, that was when you were
in the, involved with the lottery?

RC: Yeah, well I, when | was in the house | was atsyor of Waterville, all at the same time.
MR: Oh right, that was ‘70 to ‘77, is that right?

RC: Yeah, yeah, ‘78.

MR: Seventy-eight, okay.

RC: We had different elections in that the city el@etwas held in the off year from the state,

so that every year we had elections, municipatef one year, then state officers the next year,
and we had, two-year terms. And so | served frédnthrough ‘77 because that was a state
election, yeah, eight years in the mayor’s office.

MR: Then you said you've been in the senate since ‘92

RC: Yeah.



MR: So, between about ‘80 and ‘92 you weren’t, yalndihold any official political positions,
it was more @nintelligible phrase) with the lottery job?

RC: Well, | had the eight years with the lottery. dMinen | paid attention to my business for
the first time in doing it full week at a time, atitht was about it.

MR: Okay, before your time in the House of Represesas, did you hold any political
offices? | think you mentioned you were on thernaouncil?

RC: I was in the common council, | was on the commauncil for four years, and then four
years on the board of aldermen, and then ran fgpomaSo | had eight years, plus the eight
years of mayor, so that was sixteen years there.

MR: And how did you become, how did you first becanterested in running for the council
and the aldermanulintelligible word)?

RC: My wife was the vice chair of the Democratic waaimmittee, and they had no candidate.
The guy who was in had decided to run for the d@haldermen, and they, there were two
councilmen and one alderman from each ward, se thas fourteen in one body. And so one of
the guys, Mr. Giddy, was going to run for reeleatiand he did, but they needed another person
and my wife said, “Why don’t you run for the seat®hd | said, “Well, you must be able to find
somebody out there,” and she said, “Well we've Exbkigh and low, we really can’t find
someone.” So | said, “Okay, put my name in themd | signed a few papers and then | was
bitten by the political bug, which has not beenindko me at all. | never would have got the
lottery job if I hadn’t been involved, and that'$iat ended up giving me a reasonable pension
anyway because | had twenty-three years totalsgriour of which were in the service. After
fifteen years you can buy your service time, anthab gave me nineteen, and now I’'m under a
separate pension plan which doesn’t make much ¢emse because they ought to add this to
that, to send one check instead of a couple ofkshec

So, this is the South Grammar School that | had&keghhim when he finally came home for an
election. |took him over to where we were goiagtt this building for him. And he made the
remark, “Well, | just came home to vote and | votedyou for your fourth term as mayor. Will
you vote for me next year when | come up for myrfloterm in the Senate?”

MR: Just a little back scratchingnfntelligible phrase)?

RC: | always remember that, yeah, yeah. In ‘72 wikeman for president, he would vote and
go around to a couple of the wards and then gaoothie golf course, and | was invited that year
to go with him and play golf, so the two of us wplaying, oh, three, Jack Avery was there too,
as well. And I had a hard time to concentratehengolf course because whenever you picked
up your head and looked down the fairway, behirghesgingle tree there was down there, there
was some kind of security, you know. There wagqlmtographer, either one. There wasn't a
hiding place in the world back then, you knew there there. And he was a golfer that would
shoot in the mid-eighties, so we had fun there'72 when the Republican convention took



place in Augusta, some real oddballs, probably sohus who were Democrats, some real
oddballs tore the flag down at the convention aceimtédugusta. | was still mayor and | vowed
that that would not happen here so | got the akxiller and we were up at Colby, we, | had
them tie the flag to the staff, and then greasatyfeet of the pole, so our flag stayed up.
Because we figured somebody would want to retaliade know.

He was good enough to us here to allow us to doyrtiangs. | don’t know if | mentioned the
elevator at the city hall, for the handicappedt thas a HUD grant that | went after and it took
no time at all to get it. His home is in Rumfoeally, but he’d moved to Waterville to establish
his law practice, and the letter | sent him was wewould use a part of that grant to make the
opera house and the main floor at city hall acbés$o the handicapped. The Boys’ Club,
Girls’ Club, it's the same boys and girls club, eexpanding and they only had enough money
for two lanes in their pool and so | was tryinggtt a grant for the other two lanes, and
obviously plus theunintelligible word). And then while we were at it we threw in abeight
hundred thousand dollars for the, what | endedaliing the Muskie Center.

And so, he’s always been helpful to us; well respd:c He did fall off his roof once and just
about broke his back. But he was heavily involiredolitics in this area, had been | think the
minority leader in the house when they only haduadful of Democrats. He left early, about

two or three days early to go to Washington, amd was to give him a little more seniority for
committees and stuff. And Mr. Haskell, who was phesident of Bangor Hydro Electric was

the president of the senate, and the rumor is) dod’t doubt it, that he didn’t draw a sober
breath for the three days that he was governot.thi#&y had control, and they could do anything
they wanted, they was that strong. Out of theythivo members in the senate at that time, there
really were only five who were Democrats, you knew they just ran roughshod, you know.

MR: And how did you first get to know Ed Muskie, wasat through his Waterville law
practice back when he was doing that?

RC: No, | was too young for that. My mother knew hiary well, but | couldn’t tell you
anything about how she met him or anything.

MR: Would she tell you any stories about him, or albe Muskie family or, maybe him and
Jane Muskie and how they. . .?

RC: Jane was the, was the daughter of the publiditee®Vaterville Morning Sentinel. Nice
lady, will always be | think a nice lady. But weld’t, except when he’d come home, once he
left then he had to devote a lot of time to otlegions in the state so we really didn’t see him
that often, except that when he came back he’a dnstbrother-in-law’s camp, and he bought a
cottage on China Lake, and as | recall it was bittle point of land there. But he came home as
often as he could, you know, to just get away ftbat Washington crowd | guess. We try to do
that here with the Augusta crowd.

MR: Your own little Washington.

RC: Yeah, yeah. I've got something for you. Had stitng for you, oh, here they are.



President, vice president, you can keep this.
MR: Oh, thanks. | was noticing all the posters awlall here @nintelligible phrase).

RC: Yeah, that's all my stuff, yeah. That one; whenhave a convention, | usually bring it
down and we’ll put it up. | had forgotten about {anintelligible word) man, qualified to be
vice president. He ran for mayor and lost.

MR: Yeah, what was, what were your perspectives atj thy do you think he lost, or what
happened with that campaign?

RC: It was basically the Democrats just didn’t tutrt,dhinking he was from Rumford, he
wasn’t from Waterville.

MR: Just sort of voter apathy, yeah?
RC: And that's too bad, he’d done a hell of a joloo@ man.

MR: So how did you get to know him later on after, tlvhile you were in the house, well
actually while you were in Waterville politics atite house?

RC: Well, we campaigned for him, we’d hand out litera at election time, we’d cut the city
up into sub wards, if you wanted to say that, walkk, some of us would go around and just
pass out literature, we didn’t have to wait orttryanswer any questions or anything, but we
were just passing out literature. And we’d ruihim every now and then at headquarters
where he’d be working on a map and coloring itatf oh, that section is all done. And he’d,
“Oh well, I can do well over here so can | get sbody to go over there and do this section,”
you know. People don't like to be forgotten. Thin't get a piece of advertising material, they
feel you're ignoring them and they get more insliifehey know that you’re not going around
door to door as a candidate. You may not be iim tirgrd, but you are someplace handing out
material, and so he’d do that as well. And thet#'®re | learned to go out and go door to door
myself, you know. Excuse me a minute-

(Taping paused.)

RC: I've been asked on several occasions, you kndwhy*'don’t you just run for leadership?”
But | love the committee work. It's exciting. Ydwear both sides of the story. Sometimes there
are three or four sides to a story. And | got,gbeernor thought enough about the restructuring
in the electrical industry which we’ve been workimg for three years, that | got to mail a copy
of that to a fellow in Pittsburgh, they’re goingtty to see how much of our stuff they can use.
We have basically a model, everybody was startmthe first of January in the year 2000, and
we decided to start on the first of March in thary2000 to get away from the Y2K problems, if
there is a problem at all. And | don’t understaihd,not a computer person, don’t even know
how to turn them on, I’'m an adding machine typ@nid I'm trying to figure out why when it
goes from ninety nine to zero, since there wereamputers in 1900, why can you, how can you
mistake that for 1900 unless somebody’s put tlegiords all the way back. It boggles my mind.



But if | knew something about computers, I'd prolydiie dangerous.
MR: Actually, I've got to ask you something, how giou get the nickname Spike?

RC: Okay, my father was an excellent ball player. eWhe wasn’t, we talked about the
industrial league earlier, when he wasn't pitchive¢d play in the outfield, and in the course of
the year he’d win twenty, twenty-four games ane logybe four or five. And when he wasn’t
pitching he’d be in the outfield and he was hittfogr hundred, so a scout from the New York
Yankees spent a week following him around, theyguisalmost every day, and after a game he
said to him, he introduced himself and said, “lietlto meet your mother,” and so they went to
see my grandmother, and the scout says, “I'm vhightankees and we want to have your boy
eventually play for us, but he would start out mBinghamton, he will not start in Yankee
Stadium, but he’ll develop and come in.” Well, Sag's “Well, will he be able to come home
nights?” And the guy says “Oh no. Binghamtorhi®é hundred miles away and there’s no way
he’'d be able to make it home at night.” And thattsen you listen to your parents in those days,
and she said “Well then he can’'t go.” But he’dé&een playing in the era with Ruth and
Gehrig, those guys. Yeah, yeah. Died of emphysédf&d take off his oxygen mask so that he
could puff on a cigarette.

MR: How did you get the nickname Spike?

RC: Well, okay, he was Spike. Even as a, as youngvas, | became Spike, Jr., | was the
batboy on the team. And when | started playind; balas then Spike because my father was no
longer around, and one of my sons became the badbdyhe was Spike, Jr., and that’s the one
that's passed away, so. We went to British Colanhere the Canadian Pacific started at the
west and built a track going easterly and a crew @zming in from the east and they met, and
so | got a railroad hat, on it it said the laskepi But that was the nickname. And everybody
had a nickname at one time or another, when we kWdseand growing up. Boy, you're

bringing out some memories there.

MR: Another thing also, when did you meet your wife?

RC: | met my wife because | was introduced to hehéyboyfriend, and they, | was in the
service at the time and they split up. | can’t eember what the reason would be, but they just
split up. And so she wrote to me as | rememberaskeéd me if | could help get them back
together or something, and then it turned out thathe wasn’t going to make any changes at
all. And we got married, | don’t know, maybe alykder. But she was in, Mt. Mercy was a
Catholic school, she was a boarder where she staylgdhere and would go home on
weekends. And she lived in Waterville but her neotivas working long hours, and | think her
father was probably, worked in a telegraph. Heluseelay the ball games that the Red Sox
had on the telegraph.

MR: During your time in the Waterville town, well, \tgaville town government, who were
some of the people that you worked closely witltl ahat were some of the issues that were
important?



RC: When I first got elected | had hoped to work velgsely with Dick Dubord, and he and
Muskie were great friends. He died two days befbesinauguration, and the morning of the
inauguration | went to his funeral. Excellent lagycapable, best law firm in the county if not
in the state at that time. So | had to count apfeewho had been there before me, Malcolm
Fortier, who passed away recently. Even Don Marddi was a Republican who is now a
superior court judge, was the mayor just beforeanmgkthere was no question that he would get
re-elected. But as the year, two years went aliotgveloped a problem for him because he was
the first mayor that had an administrator insteiaa, ove didn’t have a town manager, we didn’t
want to give up the political system anahifitelligible word) so we just, and the change to an
administrative system was so drastic that no mather was mayor, they were not going to win
re-election, the first one under that system. Addfeated him, it wasn’t by much but | did
defeat him. But he didn’t take it, you know, taarth. He wanted to see about getting back into
the district attorney’s position. | don’t thinkgluess he decided not to run.

But | stripped the administrator of several of thigies that Don had indicated to me that he
really wasn't doing the job adequately. He wagalbed commissioner of both the police and
fire department, and when it came time to negotiatdracts, they were in a union, he would
just ignore them. So | took him out as the poéiod fire commissioner and he challenged me,
so | turned to the city’s attorney, John Jabar whs a long time political activist, he was my
city solicitor. And he wrote a letter to the admmtrator and said, the mayor has followed every
step properly, he notified you by writing, and lemtsa copy to the city clerk for filing, and so
you are duly removed from that position. He wasfthance director, the welfare director, he
was lightly involved with the public works departmbienot anywheres near as, he should have
been anyway because we had guy running the dep#rtrA@d there were two or three other
things that he was involved in and it didn’t givienitoo much time to administrate out of city
hall, and so | didn't fire him, | just removed hinom one job and it was fantastic, the
improvement in his public relations with the emmeg and the public, you know. He was quite
arrogant, he was administrator down, had experidregvas the administrator in Westbrook,
and we stole him away from there.

MR: And who was this again, was this Don Marden yeWween talking about or is this
someone else?

RC: The administrator, like, Don was the mayor befoee one term, and Bob Palmer was the
administrator, yeah, and we hired, you know, sordglibat had experience. We basically
followed their charter, and now there’s a chartanmission working to change the charter
again and probably go to a town manager form oegawent, only because of actions by one
mayor, the one who got impeached, you know, ouairnd, we’ve had mayors since 1882.

| mentioned to you that | had an uncle, the ondattyer was named after. In 1911, a fellow
named Fuller was elected mayor in Waterville, anthose days they were one-year terms and
the day after getting sworn in, he was diagnoséhd wiberculosis, and in Fairfield we had a TB
sanitorium, state run. And so he was sent up thedemy grand uncle was chairman of the
Board of Aldermen, so he served as the acting mayat throughout that entire year they tried
to get Fuller to resign because he just was natgittie job, he was out of town as a matter of
fact, and he wouldn’t resign. And when his termieed, he died the day after his term expired.



So, my uncle had been the longest serving non-maye was a contractor, big contractor, put
up big buildings, so his business suffered a Itittavhile he spent his time in city hall, but
things were a little slower in those days than theynow. You never know what's coming out
of the DEP, and, yup.

MR: Who were some of the other people in Watervitibtigs that were important? Maybe,
one name is Max Codere?

RC: Max was our treasurer when | was mayor, yeahwbtea good treasurer. | say good
because there wasn’t a week go by that | didn’khow much money we had spent that week,
how much we still had left in reserve, and how tie¢dited to the budget. If we were six months
into something, except for highways, we should repent no more than fifty percent of our
money, you know, and mostly salaries. Highwaysadittle different because you've got

money to build and fix the road, but you don’t starilding and fixing the roads until maybe the
end of April, sometime in May. So they would haviet of their money left, they might have
ninety five percent of their money left. And th&hen the construction season was over around
the middle of October, then they would have a heddghrercent of their budget would have been
spent. | had one little thing that | insisted aind) when | was mayor, and that was that we have
seven wards, we’re going to take the highway budgdtwe’re going to divide it by seven and
we’re going to spend that amount of money in eashaf the seven wards, and | think that may
have had something to do with my longevity. | didorget anybody no matter whether they
were Ds or Rs or. They gave that up now, they’tigren spend any money at all on roads last
year.

MR: Okay, well let’s talk a little bit about your tarin the House of Representatives. What
were some of the issues that you worked on, pgapleyet to know there?

RC: | was on a committee for the sugar beets. Wherstigar beet plant opened up in Easton,
way up country, there was some thought that it @éail because the farmers, who came even
all the way down from Farmington, would load upithiucks and they’d get weighed, then
they’d drop them through grates by unloading théxnd they were loading and there were
some fairly large rocks in those things, and theyh ruin the knife blades of the choppers that
reduced it down to manageable size, as they boifdtie waste, they would get a syrup out of
it, sugar syrup. And a guy who was fairly adamaas one of the bankers, Blaine, Mr. Blaine,
he was chairman of the commission, and we hadlgreblem in that because his bank was
holding much of the loan.

We finally abolished the Wayne Building Authorityhat it was. | chaired the appropriations
committee in the legislature during one of thosete | spent a lot of time on legal affairs, | was
on the legal affairs committee, | chaired the tedatommittee when | was in the house, | was
on banking and insurance, and | can’'t remember surtiee committees. | never served on
agriculture. | never served on the natural ressgsicommittee.

MR: You were also on, was it transportation and eeterand military affairs, those two?

RC: Yeah, | been on those, yeah. Yeah, my first t@erthe legislature was on transportation,



which was | think called the Highway Committeelstttime. And that is the one time that | can
recall that we ever got rid of a lobbyist. The guyo was lobbying for the truckers, it was at the
Augusta House which is on the rotary, or was orrdiey and now the Casco Bank building
went in there. And he claimed, Mr. Croshy was chair and he came from Kennebunkport, he
claimed that they had to be able to move the doobteoms, the double trailers, through Maine
to get to New Brunswick. And a fellow named JodCwas the railroad representative, so he
attended those transportation faithfully. And &l&ed to Mr. Crosby and he said there’s no way
they’re going to get through New Hampshire, becdse Hampshire won't let them in either.
And the guy says, “That’s a lie,” he says, “We garthrough New Hampshire.” So Cobb went
over and picked up the phone. Called the secrefiestate in New Hampshire and asked him the
guestion and he says “Now, I'm going to pass thenphover to somebody else so you give him
the answer.” And the guy says, “l don’t know hdwey're going to get to Maine because they
can’t come through New Hampshire.” And not thadkdure or not the ethics committee, which
we didn’t have in those days, but the lobby itgelf a hold of his boss and he was gone in two
days.

MR: Oh, wow.
RC: Oh yeah, that's all they have to sell, reallythis truth -

End of Sde B, Tape One
Sde A, Tape Two

MR: This is the second tape of the interview withifaid Carey on August 26th, 1999 in
Belgrade, Maine. And, on the last tape we weldrtglabout some of the powers of the lobby,
the lobbies, in the state legislature? Did yadidh’t want to cut you off, if you want to continue
that story, do you have any other stories of logbie

RC: No, @nintelligible phrase), hopefully we finished that story, that he wasgm two days.
And so | appreciated that, and I've been workiog fior three years to try to get the lobby to
appoint a governing body over the rest of them, yrmow, and make proposals and what have
you. And also be aboard for discipline. We hany with term limits, we have people who
turn over more and more, and the problem that weareng is is that some of them who seem to
think that any conversation with a lobbyist is poigo them will report that to the ethics
commission. The ethics commission has not realty dny processing to do because they’re
little minor infractions, and what they could barpsince some of these things are minor, they
could be going to this governing board and turn kbiabyist in and then that board will
investigate and see if it's a minor infraction. ejitan give him some pointers as to, you know,
you don’t operate, we don’t operate that way.

This is Maine, we're not in New York or Californtat Louisiana. So, they’re still thinking about
doing it, but nobody has really, | thought John Royas one who might grab it by the horns
and run with it. It would save a lot of embarrassirto a legislator who has claimed something
and is not upheld by the ethics commission, orltbayist whose reputation could very well be
spoiled, even though he may be a full time emplafeghatever company he’s representing.
So, that's one of the problems I've been tryingvtwk on, but time is running out on me. | have



one more year to try to get them to do that.

I've also tried, in the introductory section whea first meet, now I’'m going back to the way we
used to have introductions to new legislators &ititroductions that we have today. Back in
the ‘60s, we would have a lobbyist explain his esitiwwe. The house and the senate members
are sitting there and that lobbyist would explamduties just like the attorney general explains
his duties and how the secretary of state woulda@xjhis duties, so that they would have a
pretty good idea of what a lobbyist is expectelaaloing, representing his clients but not lying
about it. That disappeared while | was gone. 3 afathe lottery by then, and I've tried to
reinstitute that and it's not going any placel Were in leadership it probably would have, but |
love committee work too much. So that’s one trimaf I've been working on.

I've also in the last couple of sessions now beerking on this idea that there are two Maines.
And | have currently a proposal to ship thirty tbuandred million cubic yards of gravel out of
Whiting, which is in Washington County. Washing@aunty has the highest unemployment
rate in the state, and this would put a hundresiltandred and twenty-five people to work, so,
plus the dockworkers, the truck drivers. And dofglowns eleven hundred acres near Indian
Lake in Whiting. I've never seen it, | didn’t eveok it up on a map, but he said that he’s got a
mountain full. And they had a geologist come uprfrGeorgia and he says it's what'’s left out
of the esker, and since the esker rolled througtethll the rocks have no sharp edges on them.
They just get rolling and bouncing against eaclegtand so he wants to move that. He’'d been
saving it now for something like twenty years, nid& time to, so | got to meet with the
governor on that one. Those are the couple ofthin’'ve been following Bowater. | really take
a lot of pride in the governor having autographeat tvithout any request for it or anything, and
that is the law on restructuring, | chaired thanouttee.

| may have lost a little control over the commitbeause we have joint committees. And
maybe a month before we finished this spring, thesk members, of which there are ten on the
committee, six Ds and four Rs, finally came to immathat there were ten of them and only three
senators, so that they could outvote the senatéimeythey wanted. So | had developed
problems this year, but at the very end on veryomstuff. The senate has two Democrats and
one Republican only because the Ds are in poweotim houses, and so they keep an eight to
five margin.

But | been following the Bowater thing, and hadkéal to Mr. Bedard and I'm a big fan of Hydro
Quebecs. I've been up twice to James Bay to lodkedr operation up there. They’ve got
billions of dollars tied up in a, the, they're fn@ly with the Indians. They want to build a five
thousand megawatt plant in Churchill Falls in Lalana And to show that they are supportive of
the Indians, for instance, unlike us here, thegeeup a tripart, or whatever you want to call it,
where Labrador, the Indians, and Hydro Quebecaalehio be in agreement before they’ll put
out a press release or start any action on songethilydro Quebec realized that right away
when Newfoundland made an announcement withoututtomg the Indians whose territory was
going to be invaded. And so Hydro Quebec steppetidrd and said from now on, and that was
real bad publicity, nobody needs bad publicity| appreciated being able to go up there and see
what they had.



The members of my utility committee were not vergridly to Hydro Quebec, and there again
most of them are white Anglo-Saxons. | don't, titao people on our side who come from
Aroostook County where there’s a total lack of #ieal power, and they get the power that they
do have, comes from New Brunswick, so they’re pqyasally top dollar for it and it's not a

place where anybody that will use any amount aftalgty at all wouldn’t want to build a plant.
So, | been working on that. It's a little difficu

MR: And talking about your time in the house, we reered off the tape Louis Jalbert, you
said you had some stories about him?

RC: Yes, yeah, Louis had been here about twenty yelaes | got there, and served ten more
before he got ill and got defeated. One of theghithat comes up to mind immediately is that
he had a seat on the aisle, on the middle aislét'aralgreat position to be at where the governor
comes down, you can shake his hand as he’s goiagdball that stuff.

A fellow named Lewis Marstaller, who lives in Freep had been elected to the House and he
was given a seat right next to Louis, and Eddidekelr, it was his first term as well. Lewis
Marstaller was complaining and Eddie Kelleher oearid the conversation, and the guy was
saying, “Geez, there’s a Republican and there’smdxrat there, Jalbert, and I’'m not going to
do anything in this session.” So Kelleher said €llMyou want to change seats?” and they did,
and so Louis got out of that seat and it went tbeker. And Louis Jalbert says to Kelleher,
“You're very lucky, my boy, because | get to pick seat mates.” Severin Beliveau has also
been a seatmate of Louis Jalbert. Millie Wheelas & representative from Portland, and every
time she didn’t vote with Louis, he’d just slap lehind the head, you know. But he was a wild
man, but he was an excellent source of information.

Louis at one time made a statement and, | can’eneloer the kid’'s name, came from Sabattus,
Leighton Cooney. It was his first term, and henditlke what Louis had said so he got up and
he was insulting Louis, not knowing that you dadotthat on the floor of either chamber. You
wait, you might do it in caucus or what have y®&ut Louis asked for the floor, got the floor,
and he says, “l want to tell the young man from&®als that he’s serving two terms at once: his
first and his last.” Never forgot that.

We had a guy from Portland, Bartholomew Sullivahpwad gone to superior court to change
his name. In those days they had eleven reprdésastdrom Portland and the order was by
alphabetical on the ballot, instead of drawing.dAo he went to court and he wanted to have
his name changed from Bartholomew Sullivan to 8ailiBartholomew. And the judge asked
him, “Well, why do you want to get your name chadigjeand he said, “I want a higher place on
the ballot. Because yowr(ntelligible word) but you know, if you've got twenty-five
candidates, you've got to really be careful youriog voting for twelve, but then you lose all of
your ballot.

So he didn’t get to change his name, but in thessaf debate on some issue or other, he got up
and spoke and then there were other comments,egdthup and spoke a second time and then
the debate continued, and he got up to speakdtthie. Now, we have rules both in the house
and the senate that you have to have unanimousmbitsspeak a third time. The reason for



that is that while you're on your feet either tistfor second time, you ought to be able to get in
what you're going to be saying in the third tinfo he got turned down by the Republican
leader in the corner, and Louis Jalbert bouncedngphe said, “Mr. Minority Leader, you have
made a terrible mistake,” he said, “because nowngay want to speak a third time, and there
won’t be a person in here that’ll allow you to sp@ahird time because you stopped a member
from speaking a third time.” He was very wiseréally was. So he turned to, after giving this
guy all that lecture, he turned to Sullivan andshgs, “representative Sullivan, you may try once
more to speak a third time.” Sullivan got up ameré was not an objection, because it has to be
unanimous consent to speak a third time. So hegand, this is a paper here, and this is his
inside coat pocket, and he looked at the crowdrenskid, “Some of you may think I'm crazy,”
and he had been at AMHI, and he says, “But | hapaper here that says that I'm sane. Have
you got a paper? Have you got a paper?” And bigeturned around, looked me right in the
eyes and he said, “Have you got a paper?” Andlltbaay that, “no,” | didn’t have a paper.

But, Louis was a great friend of a guy from, thaned the Hyde Windlass Company, Ross,
Rodney Ross from Bath. He’s passed away since, ofidise people have passed away. Louis’
wife is still alive but she’s in a nursing home sptace, | haven’t been able to find out where.

There was a legislative council committee and Lowas on it and all the old timers were on it.
And unlike today when a committee gets to studyetbing while we’re not in session, this
legislative research committee did all of thatytepent the whole summer at it. And | got into
trouble the third day | was there when, we werd&mgefour inches of reports every day. They
might, you know, eight half inch reports, it midie two two-inch reports, and there might be a
mixture of them, and | was trying to read all thatff. There was a study of the MIBA,
Industrial Building Authority with the sugar beet#/e’d studied the purchasing of dams. They
had, they supervised the University of Maine syshaah trustees. And so these reports are
coming in and the first day, this is when the Derattook over in the 163 They had lost
control, yeah. My first term they had lost contitmiit in the 102nd it was the Goldwater
election. And so, almost everybody became Demsdtoago vote. So we were back in the
minority again. And the minority leader, that wésn Curtis’ first year, the minority leader at
the end of the first day said, “By this time in th@2nd we had already passed three bills and the
governor had signed one of them,” and then thergkday he got up and made an
announcement that by this time we had passed seN®and the governor had signed four of
them and he had recalled one of them.

So | went to see the Republican speaker who wagiX@nnedy, and | always thought him to
be a very fair person in spite of being a Repuhlieand | said, “Can | answer that guy?” and he
said “Sure,” he said, “but give me an idea of wjwai want to say to him because, then I'll tell
you whether it should be on or off the record.”cBese when you get up, you ask to speak on
the record or off the record. So he said, “No, petter say that off the record.” So the third day
this guy got up, we hadn’t even appointed the cabees yet, how the hell can you get a report
out, and he talked about thirteen bills now hadegioyand the governor had signed eight of
them and they still had the one that was recadlad,there were four that were turned down.
And the governor doesn’t act that fast to begirhwiSo | got up and | said, “I don’t know what
the people of Madawaska expect of their represgetdiut | know the people in the Waterville
area expect much more of me than that, that ydryneg to pass something, and so far | had



twelve inches of reports put on my desk and I'nmnigyto read through that stuff.” And Jack
Cottrell, who was a football coach down in Portlamdl was in the, sat almost across from Louis
on the other side of the aisle, and he said hk&lth ask a question of the young gentleman from
Waterville. So he says, you don'’t, “You're notde® all that stuff, are you?” And | said,

“Well, yeah, it's on my desk.” And he said, “Wall you have to do is read the two page
summary,” and then in a flash of brilliance | s&kind why don’t we just print five copies of the
report, but distribute the summary? And if somgbadnts to go to the library and read the
report they can do that.” And nobody answerebut,they still print all kinds of stuff.

| no sooner sat down that Joe Brennan, who waadskistant to the minority leader, and we had
just had the brand new glass put in back so thealatihbyists couldn’t lean over the rail there and
tell you how to vote, tapped on the glass. Andlwent out and he said, “Emilien wants to see
you in his office as soon as we adjourn.” Welgtthever happens, because the majority and
minority leaders are always meeting people aloeghtills and discussing one bill or another.

So | waited and he didn’t show up. So | told Dotiee secretary, “Well I'm going home and |
can be back tomorrow.” Well, she says, “If Mr. eseque says he wants you here, he wants you
here.” And | said, “Well you tell Mr. Levesque tHan going home and I'll be here for nine
o’clock tomorrow morning.” And that's just the wayworked. | went back the next morning,
nine o’clock on her doorstep, and | said, “Is Mevesque here?” and she says, “No. But he told
me to find him as soon as you got here.” So hkeg@uhe into his little office, and he said, “Now
listen here Carey,” he said, “this is not localifpcd, this is not about you, this is the big ball
game you're in now,” he says. | never forgot thahd he put me on veterans, | can’t remember
what else.

That was the committee he put me on and he didaltze what a big favor he was doing for me
because we only had three bills, we had three ng=tiThe first meeting was to introduce
ourselves to each other on the committee. Thenseometing was to hear a bill which awarded
money to the DAR because they had found some naiezans’ graves from the Revolutionary
War and we always allowed them enough money, aziertablet type thing, and they knew what
they cost and everything. And the other one waséry first time we voted on a veterans’
cemetery. So, | can’t remember what the heckhhd thing was. But then the third meeting
was to have our class picture taken. They uséak® the senate chair would always provide
the money to take a class picture and give the 8Xd@ach member of the committee. That’s
one thing I've started up again. I've been doingow for four years. | hate the loss of identity
almost, if you would, of how it used to run, regass of whether it was Ds or Rs.

MR: Well, I guess I'll just ask you about a couplegofzernors you might have had the
opportunity to work with. Did Governor Reed, didwy were you in the house while he was still
governor?

RC: No, | came in with Ken Curtis and then Jim Longland then Brennan, then served under
McKernan and currently serving under King, yeabh.

MR: What was Ken Curtis like to work with in the he@s

RC: Ken was a great guy. He always tried to boil d@wery single question to its most



common theme. He surrounded himself with good |geoHe was extraordinary; extremely
well liked. He could probably have been the gowetnday if they hadn’t had the two term
limits on governors. He was very concerned aboeipoor. He did want to get some kind of an
industrial base set up in every section of theestatt it wasn’t going anyplace. But he was an
excellent governor. He was the one who broughiténncome tax, in ‘73 | think, and he was
helped by the Republican majority leader, Richandsom Cumberland. The Republicans
sponsored the bill for him, which gave it a mucktdrechance because we were in the minority,
the Democrats. So he had to work with a Republicarse. And the senate was always
Republican. It's changed some, but we still haepbe there that some of them are die hard
Republicans. They will just keep voting to loweddower and lower the taxes without having
any idea of what effect it may have on the sodiabfems that we’re trying to face up to. I'm a
fiscal conservative, but a moderate when it comesmtial problems. But | still hate
environmentalists, the super ones.

MR: How about Governor Longley, what's he like?

RC: Governor Longley. I sit next to his daughters&ulLongley, in the senate. Governor
Longley was a weird duck, he, it's almost like hgalinto a trance. The first session that he
had- and that was the only one that he had, bdkthere were two sessions, but the first two
years, he talked to a woman who was heading upubmess regulation department, and wanted
her to go over to become the state treasurer atdhéhwould give her a raise. But she was
smart enough to realize that the governor doesveltontrol over the treasurer, it's the
legislature who elects the treasurer. And he healigle of other bloopers that he made when he
had addressed us.

So | made a speech on the floor of the legislataehe hadn’'t been elected God, he hadn’t been
elected king, he was only the governor and as badiad to live within the Constitution like the
rest of us. | got called down to his office, amdstsitting at his desk and he’s got this drawer
open and he’s got a writing board that slides et ¢hat, and | could swear he had a tape
recorder in there, you know. In politics, you domally trust too many people.

MR: | guess not.

RC: And so he said, “well, | have made some mistakéere but how am | going to get back
in the good graces of, | know that some of thenthgpe want to work with me.” And | said
“Well, give the speaker of the house a call andifsiee will allow you to come back up, but
that’s a, it's almost a given but you have to aske able to go and the speaker will tell you
(unintelligible word) what time you can get there.” Then we send anciti®e down for the
formal investigation, invitation. He got up anddee/e his speech, and even | thought that he
said that I've made a mistake and | apologize. Aadhad actually said, “If | ever make a
mistake | will apologize.” We praised him and eitbing, and, but tricky, boy was he tricky.

He was the one that wanted to tax non-residentbldavhat we as residents pay for property
taxes. And he figured that would help the scho@st | called him and said, and | wrote him a
letter besides, and | said, | was chairing taxadibthe time, | said, “I will give you for your use
a copy of our tax commitment book,” | was stilltire mayor’s office, | could do that. And |



says, “and you'll find that non-residents don’t @from out of state. They’re the ones that live
in Winslow or Lewiston-Auburn who have a storehie bther community, but are listed as non-
residents because they don't live in the commuantltgre their property is.” And he said, “Well
I'd be interested in reading that.” We became goethds. So, he says, “Why don’t you bring
it down?” and | said “Well, I'm on my way to sednackey game.” He said, “What time are you
going through the toll house because I'll haveagdestrooper waiting for you?” And so | got to
the toll house and there was the trooper and egduher. | gave him the commitment book,
which was about that thick, and he gave me a batdgaaphed by Jim Longley himself, which
said something about, oh, the name of the thingStetegies for SurvivalHe was a big user

of the American Management Association and he’dmgks by the case his daughter said.
And so | got one of those, and he says, “We do loaecthing in common, we have two great
wives named Helen.” But he never really fit ine’sla weird guy who had, he made up stories
about how he’d get up at three in the morning ttkvaad some woman had a flat tire there and
there’s nobody around, there was no traffic, arid blkrange the tire for the woman, and, weird.

But he did what he said he was going to do. Whewg tvere campaigning, Ken Curtis had
appointed him to the, a committee to study whereadd find savings in state government.
And he surrounded himself, he had the ability tdldd, he surrounded himself with people who
are management people in insurance companies, Kadrigrothers, any big companies. From
Waterville he picked one of the top bankers andadrtbe guys who was managing the
telephone company. And industry was very interkestgyetting a reduction because then they
could get lower taxes in the long run, you knownight change the rate in the taxes. He found
twenty-three million dollars that could be cut odiwenty-three million was a lot of money, you
know, back, you know in ‘74.

He, this was before the election. He went on staigeJim Irwin, who was the Republican
candidate from down southern part of the state,Gaarge Mitchell, and he got on a kick, when
it was time for him to speak, that there was maodye found in state government and the taxes
could be reduced. Jim Irwin got up and he sayslIf\\he says, “I can reduce the taxes,” he
says, “I've done a study myself,” and he saysah ceduce the taxes by maybe five to seven
million dollars.” And he whips out this one indhidk report, Longley did, and he says, “I've got
twenty-three million dollars in savings right hened we can document each and every one of
them.” And he says, “Did you bring a document wittu?” And Jim Irwin says, “Well, no, |
didn’t think | needed it.” So he got elected. Bamgor Daily News was the only paper in the
state that supported him, and boy, they looked goduim after the election. 1 still have a copy
of that report. | don’t throw anything away, urtorately.

So, but he was a, you just had to watch him. Heahbanker who was heading up the finance
department, Robinson from Farmington who was tlesigent of Farmington Bank. And he
never asked him to resign from the bank and beifa in the finance department. And that
raised a hell of a stir with most of us, you knolMvyou’re going to be a state employee, you're
going to be a state employee. If you're going twknin a bank, go work in a bank and you
choose which one you want, seeing as how bothenh tivere available. So. But, | think he did
some positive things for the state. | can’t remendny offhand.

And then Brennan came in, and that's when | wetthédottery. And then when | finally ran



again, McKernan was governor, so | would have lzeBepublican appointment to run the
lottery so | quit, when we really weren’t runningydody against him.

McKernan and | worked together to save the Hathastsry factory. When Linda whatever her
name was that’s, was the president of Maidenforsoanething, which included the Hathaway
division, she was going to close the Hathaway b&e#ihad lost money in the last two years.
Well, she was stripping the money out of that t&kenthe other departments look good, and that
finally came to light. And so the Hathaway wasngpio close, and the mayor had said there’s
no way in hell that she was going to spend a nnildollars to buy that building and then lease it
out.

In the meantime, I'm in the legislature workingsie about getting an employee tax increment
financing plan, because | still feel very strontilgt if you can save a job, that’s just as good as
creating a new job, you know. This is a negatiw®u lose that one, this is a positive, and what
happens? They cancel each other out. And soteverdill and got it through and Hathaway
today; that was in ‘95, and Hathaway today is kgimmore people. They've got four hundred and
fifty employees. They’re making sixty-six hundréozen shirts a day. They’ve gone away
really from the formfitting shirt that they usedtiave that all the movie stars had, and it's a
more casual atmosphere. And she’s got, Alice Vialbo | met during this whole thing has
ordered sixty-six thousand dozens for WalMart, thilite daughter of Sam Wall, but she’s just a
regular person, yeah. And she did the same thomgndn Biddeford by buying | don’t know

how many blankets. The Sunbeam blankets factosygeang to shut down and some people
went down, it was an employee buyout, and she tfeara enough work for, you know, two or
three years so they can get on their feet.

MR: And also, a couple of names that | was thinkingud in the House that you might have
known, Elmer Violette, did you know him?

RC: Yup, Elmer became a judge. His son is currethigyexecutive director for the Maine
Turnpike Authority, and he was in the senate amdeElwas in the senate. Elmer did everything
he could to be able to get something going up moA&took County and it never really worked,
that's unfortunate. He was there when | got théked he, | guess he passed away now, but he
became a superior court judge. Good judge, batavery concerned about what he was doing.
And the next name?

MR: | was thinking of Emilien Levesque?

RC: Emilien was the leader when | first went in, ldtgou that story about being hauled into
his office and, this is the big ball game now. Wi a hundred and twenty percent Democrat,
that if something was in by a Democrat, he wastfolf it was a Republican bill he’d have to
stop and think about that. But he was a good leiadée way he surrounded himself with the
people he put on different committees. Becausenwbe set up a committee, the majority party
will get its choice of six people in the house, awdr in the senate they’ll get two people, so
that’s eight, so that’s the majority of the comenitto begin with. But then the minority leader
has the opportunity to put who he wants on the &atis that they get in the house, or the one in
the senate. And so that is done by them becaubatgioint we're in the minority anyway. And



| thought he had made some wise appointments, iedlgeince he put me on the appropriations
committee second term.” He forgot what | saidita bn the first term.

MR: Probably for the best.

RC: Yeah. And Louis was on the appropriations cor@ajtand Joe Sewall was on, and I'm
trying to think of some of the other guys. Mr. Bdan from Perham, Mr. Burt from Millinocket.
In the house you're mister so-and-so, and in émate you're senator so-and-so. Formality.

MR: Were you going to continue there? | was jushgado say that | was out of questions, but.
C.?

RC: Oh, yeah, no, that’s about it.

MR: Okay. Well is there anything else that you dank of, maybe about any of your time in
politics or as mayor of Waterville and the legistatthat we haven’t gone over, people that we
haven’t talked about?

RC: Well, when | was in the council we had urban vealewhich completely changed the heart
of town.

MR: Did you work with Ed Muskie, actually, on tha¥¥as that involved with the model cities
project also, or was that a separate. . .?

RC: It was before model cities, it was called urbamnewal.
MR: Was he involved in. . .?

RC: And model cities came later to enhance what fegsh llone with urban renewal. Yeabh.

We had a big parking lot, Zayre’s came into towayteé’s later became Ames. Then they filed
bankruptcy and were protected in bankruptcy wineyttried to reorganize and they came out of
it, and went back in, came out of it, and | guess are financially sound. But they closed about
two hundred stores in the meantime, stores in liledtgs or stores in the areas of some larger
cities that had to worry about hijacking cars. Ndastead of going to an automobile dealership,
you go shopping at the shopping center for a carwant.

MR: And were you involved with urban renewal durirguytime as mayor in the ‘70s too?

RC: 1did some survey work for the urban renewal ariti. And there wasn’t money that was
coming from the city, so I'd had an opinion frone tlawyer that, yes, | could do that, you know,
if it went out to bid and | bid the lowest on sohiat. So, | didn’t get all the work, but | did get
a good part of it. Right now, unfortunately thees are trying to go back to the old days with
the somewhat gas, gas type lanterns and, thegotrigl but they’re dimmer bulbs, and with the
sidewalks of brick, you've seen that. And they’'tiseem to, it's history repeating itself, if
those brick sidewalks came out, because when ymieslkand salted and the frost came in,
they’'d get bumpy and everything, they try to takattup by putting a little shim of cement



underneath those things, but they’re going to flafte The salt attacks the brick. And so, it’s,
we ought to be going ahead, not backwards. | kpawcan't forget the past, but you try to
obviously not make the same mistakes a second time.

MR: Okay, actually, I'm going to flip the tape here.

End of Sde A, Tape Two
Sde B, Tape Two

MR: This is the second side of the second tape ahtkeview with Richard Carey on August
26th, 1999. And we were talking on the first sidé¢he tape a little bit about the urban renewal
projects you were involved in. Were there any ofitessing issues, either during your time on
the town council or as alderman or as mayor thaewelated to that?

RC: Well our, currently in Belgrade we're trying taild a sort of a center, center for all
seasons. We have a place down by the golf cowfseh is new by the way. We got a brand
new golf course Harold Alfond built. We, he’s bogi donated to us some four or five hundred
thousand dollars to build, towards building a n@nter. Hammond Lumber has put up four
hundred thousand, and Pete Gagne put up a huridresiand with his cement block plant, so
we’re getting there. But the piece of land we’uying is going to run around six hundred
thousand. We’re going to build a year round ceaseopposed to, we have a center in North
Belgrade, as | said, you know, there’s three towns, that is used year round, that's heated. By
year round, it's just on an occasional use. Weaaédnter down in Belgrade Lakes, and he
needs some space for his golf course, which ahwgs for the money that he’s giving us we're
going to turn that land over to him. | think heywaant to lengthen the first hole. Butit's not a
cheap course, cost you about a hundred and fiieslioggo play, to get a cart, so it’s not really a
course that he’s built for the natives. This thimege would be one, as well as the surrounding
towns.

The golf course has done good things for us; iwemus a little more, a little higher recognition
as far as the tourists are concerned. We hayediftht miles of lake frontage, and in those
fifty-eight miles our valuation gets pretty higiAnd because of the high valuation, we pay what
might be, or what is an inordinate amount of schawlfor the number of students that we have.
And | have often felt that maybe it would nicevé could say, half was going to go towards
valuation and half is going to go to the percentaiggtudents you have in a school system, and |
think then we might be a little better off. Wellakland with six thousand people is paying
much less than Sydney or Belgrade, which have abouatbined, five thousand people in them.
We still got to work on some of those things.

But we can’t seem to get the town of Rome intodisérict, it prefers to pay tuition, because

then they don’t have to raise taxes on the debicethat we have for the building of schools.

So that saves them quite a few bucks. And our tkédte are suffering because most of the Rome
kids come to the school that we have, and we gmtitagight portable classrooms. The kids

were told by the teacher to write me a letter, Whieey all did, and one kid said, you know, “In
the winter time it gets pretty cold out there.” dAme said, “There are times when | have to go to
the bathroom,” and he says, “and boy, it's reaticgbu know.” And what obviously he was



saying was he had to go from the portable classsdorthe main building to go to the bathroom.
But, | saved that one, it was comical, you neveavk what they're going to say.

We got a lot of work to do here. We've had somepbe resign recently, some of them who had
already told us that they were going to resignrtbleairs that they had, but that they were going
to remain on the committee. And one guy who hagbaly said to us that he had a higher degree
of responsibilities, and therefore he had to cotreé& more on that than be the chair of a
committee and so he was resigning totally fromahmmmittee, because even as a member he
still wouldn’t have had too much time. A week late comes in to tell us that his problem is
with the town manager.

So, during those six, well, we've had a little fmblicity. The chair of our committee, our
board, one guy did give us his resignation by thingwhis key and his little code for getting into
the building, because we made reference to thetiatthey wanted number of feet for this
store, this bed and breakfast that this woman wésg up, but somebody with a third of that
land had two businesses which indicated they shioa@ had six hundred feet of frontage, and
we were concerned about the favoritism that maghmsvn. And | think that probably happens
in every town, maybe a little more discreet in sdovens than others. But if you're so and so,
you can do what you want but if you're that man ddhe street there, you know, you're not
going to get anything. And that’s not our way tivgrn, and this guy took offense to it and just
resigned right in front of us and walked out. Utidioately he was probably the best chairman
we had on the planning board, so we don’t know wiywing to take his place.

MR: Do you have any stories about Ed Muskie or antesdar something about his personality
or professional style or anything?

RC: Well, he had a temper every now and then. Buwirdealways interested in the little
people as a, | guess his folks may have been Ralisiigrants, I'm not sure, but if there’s
anything he could do. And he came home from Wagbmas often as he possibly could. He
was fantastic for fundraisers. He would, if yourgva Democrat, he would support you. If you
were a Democrat that had no real platform he’d elpdevelop a platform, on how to run. He
did wonders for the environment. We're maybe pgyor some of that now, but at the time
they were excellent ideas and they did not, Corsgiés not follow up and strip the Mid-West of
burning coal in their electric plants. Our big Ipleim here was acid rain and ozone, ground
ozone problems.

There was never anything that would indicate tlevlsn’t happy with the job that he had. We
were all extremely pleased when he became thetaegi state, and we were even more
pleased when another person from Waterville, Gebhgehell, was named by Brennan to take
his place. While he didn’t do much of anything @erat the secretary of state level, simply
because there really wasn’t much of anything hédcda for us anyway, we appreciated all the
service that he gave us. And while he was govelmwas able to get almost everything he
wanted out of the Republican executive councdon’t know if you're familiar with the
executive council or not?

MR: Yes.



RC: Okay, no, he did very well with that council, ahére were some hardnosed Republicans
in that. That's how they get on the council.

MR: You mentioned his temper, too, what were, did getto witness that?

RC: Every now and then he would just cut loose, bst @s fast as it came it went. He got his
point across and then went back to normal conversat

MR: Was that ever with you, or would you more witnigsgith other people that he
(unintelligible phrase)?

RC: | saw it from afar. Some people would come befam and would say, “Geez | know
damn well you can help me with this problem, but’'y® not doing anything for me. | try to
reach you and | can’t reach you,” or “I have reacBen Nicolls Eic Nicoll] and spoken to

him,” and the answer comes back, “Well, we can’adgthing about this because the law is the
law.” And he’d say, “Well, you know how long itkes to change the law?” And we're still
hearing that same thing today, no matter what I@\put in we're forgetting somebody.

MR: Okay, well, | guess, unless there’s anything gaewant to add that you think we missed.

RC: No.

MR: ...l guessthat'sit. So, thank you very much.

RC: | miss him though. He was a real guiding ligitven though he never was elected mayor,
| was never elected senator, so, | meanntelligible word) Washington, so we may be even.
But | never ran for vice president. | was, the {glgtate was basically in shock, Democrats and
Republicans when he was running for president haegjtly at thé/lanchester Union Leader,

can’t remember his name. . .

MR: William Loeb?

RC: William Loeb, yeah, yeah, just put out the agiabout how he was on there and was
crying and were they real tears, and that destrbyedandidacy. He’'d have been a great
president.

MR: Well great, thank you very much.

RC: You're welcome.

End of Interview
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