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Biographical Note

George A. Carroll was born in Limerick, Maine onidia 3, 1919. There he grew up and
graduated from high school in 1937. Due to thempieyment rates, he served 18 months at the
Bridgton CC Camp as assistant leader. On Aprill®2,1he was drafted by the U.S. Army and
served seven years in North Africa and Italy duiivigrld War 1l. A severe injury in Italy sent
him home to Maine, where, limited by his injuriés, bought and ran a dairy farm with the help
of his sons. After 45 years, he passed it onggybungest son. He served on the local school
committee and sponsored a bill and then becamengbereof the 10% Legislature for Maine.

His other son, Arthur Carroll, is active in polgiand worked for and with Muskie.
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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Mr. George Carroll blovember the 20th,
the year 2000 in his home town of Limerick, Mairieyou could start just by telling me your full
name and spelling your last name for me?

George Carroll: My name is George A. Carroll, C-A-R-R-O-L-L.

AL:  And where and when were you born?



GC: |was born in Limerick, Maine, March 3rd, 1919.
AL:  And did you grow up here?

GC: | grew up and was educated in Limerick andigeded from the high school in 1937, and
due to the unemployment situation | went into tli& Camps. | served eighteen months in the
Bridgton CC Camp, | was the assistant leader alsll ran the camp store and the post office.
And after eighteen months there | came home, wookedonstruction, and then | was enlisted for
draft on April 12th, 1941. And | served approximatgeven years in the Army of the United
States, the United States Army. | received a faglshmission in North Africa for WWII. | served
in Africa and Italy and | was severely injured taly and I, and after seven years in the military |
came back here to Limerick, to my grass roots. Bechuse of my war injuries | bought this
farm, started a dairy farm. And my sons and | has farm for, | reckon for about forty-five years
we had it. When | passed it over to my youngestldwad sixty-five milking cows and we had
about a hundred and fifty head of cattle here. dWem two hundred and thirty-five acres right
here in Limerick. We just purchased another hundratitwenty-five, and | own approximately
five hundred acres in south Cornish. There’s twmfathere and I, that we use, we have a forest
there and some pasture land.

AL:  And so your youngest son has continued irfahely tradition?

GC: Yes, yes, he is running the farm now. Andshe& Waldo State Committee and the
Agricultural and Stabilization Conservation Seryibe’s a member of the state committee, that's
what it used to be called. | believe it's now edlthe Farm Service Agency. Arthur Carroll, my
oldest son, went to college in New York state amdnd) the Vietham war he went into service,
and he served in the States here and then he s@sadjed and came back. He started running a
sawmill here and when President Carter was eleételdur Carroll was nominated by, | was in
the legislature and | put his name forward and stibchhis name to Senator Muskie in
Washington for the appointment of executive direcfathe Agricultural and Stabilization
Conservation Service. It appeared to me, in myams in Augusta while | was in the legislature,
that (hame), who was the executive director was a Republaggointed by the Republicans. And
when Carter came in he was told if he changedrrislienent he could keep that appointment. |
was told that this was a deal of Sen. Hathawaykimga and | was quite upset thinking a
Republican was going to stay there. So I, it visgsreason | submitted my son’s name. And | had
numerous friends in the legislature who wrote togbnator and believed in what | was doing and
they approved my son’s appointment. And SenatosKiduappointed him as executive director

of the Agricultural and Stabilization Conservatidervice in the state of Maine.

He served there during the Carter administratidrernfwhen the Republicans came into power
they dismissed him, and then they hired him badhkelp out with the crop insurance because
they were a mess. He served with them there acel loa got everything straightened out they
started cutting back his hours and they starvedihionresigning. So he resigned, came home,
started his own business, he started a crop insadamsiness, he now has a substantial business.
He covers | think in six states, New England statés has offices in Massachusetts, he has an



office in Connecticut, and he has just establisihedntacting office in Vermont. He covers New
Hampshire and he covers Maine out of his Limeriifice. And he is recognized as an authority
on crop insurance, he many times goes to Washiragtdriestifies on the crop insurance.

AL:  So your family’s really been involved in famgiand continues to be.
GC: Ohyes, we still run the farm.
AL: Do they feel that there’s a strong futuretfor farm?

GC: Well, we feel we have to be available to stibeir priorities. We had to, here we have a
firewood processing, and my grandson’s a forestdriee works for a forestry outfit for three or
four days a week, and then he comes home andhlian@dcessor. It's a one-man operation, one
man can run it. Due to the big ice storm we hadwple years ago, we had so much wood that
had been destroyed, we own substantial forest.eSbought a processor and we are salvaging all
these hardwoods that were destroyed by the icenstéind we had a lot of timber that was
damaged and we had to salvage that, so, everybddg-also, my son that runs the farm, he has a
hay business, we sell hay, we sell silage, wefiseltood, and he had a construction business
where he was out doing foundation work. So if yelgoing to farm in the state of Maine, you
have to adapt to your resources. And it's so disaging because of the vandalism. We have
people driving through our corn crops and they d@odalism to it. And we have so many hunters
bow hunt here that we, the state has importeduttkeys, and last year we had ninety seven
turkeys living on this farm. So we have many peofs that continue to hurt the agriculture, we
have a substantial deer herd that lives here, o tre crops, we feed the game, and the state of
Maine sells it.

AL:  Now, you were born here in Limerick and grgwhere. Your parents, where were they
from?

GC: They came from England.
AL:  And what were their names?

GC: William Thomas Carroll was my father's name;, mother’s name was Mary Ann Fox
Carroll, and they came from England in 1910. Myéa worked his way to America on a cattle
boat. And my mother came over with three childidow many was there? There was four
children, and they came over on a boat when theg yust little, very small children. And they
landed in New York, in Staten Island, my fatherdad in Montreal, Canada on a cattle boat. So,
they settled here in Limerick and my mother diecewhwas a baby, and my father raised a
family of eight children. He never remarried uhtivas twelve years old. He worked in the mills
in Limerick and he had a farm that he was growirgps on at the same time.

AL:  So he was the first generation farmer in yaomily up there?

GC: Yes, he farmed this, yeah.



AL:  Now did he have any brothers or sisters ikatllaround here as well?

GC: Yes, there was eight of us in the family, éheere six boys and two girls, and we all
lived in this vicinity. And of course now they’sdl spread out, and I’'m the youngest in the
family and I'm eighty-one years old so there’s oty of us left. There’s my brother that lives in
York, he has a home on a development in York Beacth, myself and | live here in Limerick,
Maine.

AL:  What was the Limerick community like when yweare growing up? And I'm speaking in
terms of religiously and politically and economlgalvhat was the community like?

GC: Well, this community was a, we could call Baptist and Congregational society in
Limerick. We were Catholics, and if you were Cdithon Limerick, when | was a little boy my
parents used to say, they used to hold churchcgerim the Limerick mills, in the shipping room,
because there was no Catholic church. And they wspdint their finger at my parents when
they were going through the door and try to sdaeentout of going to church. And this is what
you had, growing up as a little boy in Limerickydu were a Catholic you had two strikes on
you. But we’ve seen a great change now. Now,reet the human being equally, and that’s the
way it should be.

AL: Now, -

GC: You mentioned about what was it like when bwdittle boy, when | was a little boy in
Limerick there used to be a railroad station dowi&ast Ford Road. It was called Westcott, and
the yarn and materials for the mill used to haveaime from the railroad station. And in the
wintertime they had horses and sleds and they whaudl the tops, the yarn material to Limerick
mills, and they would ship it out with horses. Athére used to be a stagecoach when | was a
little boy that used to come from that railroadistahere. And, it's amusing when you look back
on the mode of transportation in the past becayswife, Rita Carroll, Rita Bowen Carroll who
is deceased now, when she was a little girl heherothey lived on a farm in Limerick, her
mother and her went to Springvale, Maine. It toalag to go from Limerick to Springvale,
Maine. They took a stagecoach to Westcott, theygdhe train, they went to Springvale on the
train, and they got off. And it was day, it too&rta full day, she said to go from Limerick to
Springvale, Maine, which is now twenty, twenty-otveenty-two miles.

And then as the era changed they had these trilngds®e old chain driven trucks to haul the tops
into the mill. And in the winter they used to gaick, and they couldn’t get them out of the snow
because in those days they didn’t have the modgripment. And the results was, they’d come
down with a lot of oxen, seven or eight teams afrgxand hook onto those trucks and haul them
out. And that, in the winter things come prettyamtio a standstill once we got snowed in. They
used to take rolls and roll the roads, and | cameraber it as a little boy. And then we, the
Limerick mills bought the first plow, to plow roadsthis town. And it was an old Caterpillar
tractor and it had a big, big monstrous blade dhat V-ed right into the rig, and they used to
plow the roads. And we lived on a farm and it veblbé two days before it would come by and



plow us out after a heavy snowstorm. So that'stlaethat | grew up in.
AL:  So did you have one small community schodhearea, or how did that work?

GC: Well we had the, when | was a little boy thesxe various community schools around
here, they were small schools. They had a coratelilone on Back Street here that would take,
| think it took from one to seven, but there wasMew students. Then they had some over
towards Sawyer’'s Mountain it was called, they haglzool. And then they had a school over
towards the Haye’s neighborhood, and they had ad@ver towards thenéme) Ridge
neighborhood. And then in 1924 they built the abidsted elementary and high school in
Limerick. They also had a Limerick Academy wheesjple went to school, high school. So they
built a new school and | was in the first clasg thent to school in that new school. It was a
tremendous undertaking for the community. ChaBlelson was the head of the Limerick
(unintelligible word) Mills and he encouraged them and made a big donat was told that he
gave twenty-five thousand dollars towards the bogdf that school.

AL: Now he was the doctor in town.
GC: No, he was a textile man, he owned the mill.
AL:  Oh, okay.

GC: Atthat time when Bolton was here and the,rtfik town was flourishing at that time, it
was the mill. We had two doctors and two lawyerd fwo dentists in Limerick. Today we have
one doctor just opened an office, we don’t haveridt, he moved to Standish a while ago and
retired, and we have one lawyer in Limerick. Sa gan see what has happened to rural
America. As the automobile progressed, so didltietors and lawyers and dentists, they moved
out of town and went into the cities.

AL:  What were some of the things that you wouldndimwn socially as you grew up?

GC: Well, there was, it was amazing, you knovhadl a young lady that, her assignment in
school was to interview older citizens and find ehiat we did when we were young. And in the
wintertime we’d go sliding and skating down on th#l pond. We’d have big fires down there at
night and we would have hot dogs and refreshmebign’t have much, you know, we didn’t
have much money to buy a hot dog, but it was gréad when the wind was blowing we used to
go way up to the head of the lake and put a piécamboard behind us and sit on, stand on our
skis and it would blow you right out in the lakeght out towards the mills. And then we had a
carnival, when | was in high school we had a wicgmnival here. And we used to compete with
surrounding towns in basketball and baseball. whdn | was young, baseball, we had a
baseball team here, the Saco Valley League. Andongeted against Kezar Falls and Sanford
and these surrounding towns in baseball. Everyr8ay, it was unheard of not to go to the ball
game, we always went to the ball game, the lodablaane. And there was a lot of competition,
and it was a great thing.



| think our young people, because of television gnedautomobile and everything, you don’t

have the local ball teams, you don’t have thatllspart enthusiasm you had. Everything now
has got bigger. The results of it is, we now hawensolidated school here, we take in seven
towns, six towns, six or seven belong to our schiigitict. And so now Massabesic Mustangs
just beat Bangor, which was an upstanding accompksit in football. But how many people
play football? It isn’'t like when we had a scatigrof sports activities. So there’s been a change
It's great, | think it's wonderful education wibecause | think my consolidated, we have
developed an educational system that is secondrte.nMany people say that we're not keeping
up with the rest of the world, but those peoplerarg not educated as to what we’re doing today
and what we did forty years ago, or fifty years.ago

AL:  Now politically speaking, did you have a seaobe/hat the town of Limerick was like
then? Was your father at all active in the comryMi

GC: Well, politically there wasn’t too much activias far as we were concerned because we
were Democrats in a Republican dominated commurityd during the Depression when
Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected, the Democrhtsgtwas food given out by the Democrats.
And I'll never forget it, there was a local storetown, he had had a lot of hams that came from
the government and they were to be given to thelpan the town. And there were poor
families that came up there and wanted some. Aeyl éisked about those hams, and the store, at
that store they were told no, you're not gettingnth It's like | remember all the Republicans and
they were giving it out to their friends. So mytirer and another fellow called the governor of
the state of Maine, who was Louis J. Brann, GoveBrann, and told him what was going on.
And he called the store and told them that theyla/give those hams to the people, to
everybody, not to just, if they were in need theyrevto have those hams. And so we got one of
those hams.

And we also got some seed to plant gardens wiihwtas all part of that new era, the era they
said was going to bankrupt America. What a joked when Social Security come out, name
voted against it and he said it would never payfitss check, it would go bankrupt. That was a
joke, too, wasn't it. Think of what Social Securitas done for America. And I'm opposed to
anybody drawing their Social Security amount anegting it in stocks. | think that's a hair-
brained idea because they do not have the knowkedigeest that money in the stock market. |
hope I'm not getting you off track.

AL: Not at all, not at all. Now you said your fianwere Democrats, so your father had a
strong democratic leaning?

GC: Ohyes.
AL: Do you know where that came from?
GC: Well, it came from the workingman. The workingmaever got a square deal in America

until America got organized. You saw what Ford dta€ompany did when the workers tried to
organize, they turned the guns on them years azuc ygo. My father worked in the coalmines



in England, and they went on strike in England. fisiyer used to play the bagpipes and the
flute, and his father could. They used to go beggin the street corners of England for money to
feed the miners while they were on strike. Sowbekingman has always been a Democrat. And
he has a short memory, he forgets what the Depres&s like, and he gets foolish and he votes
Republican once in a while. But he gets a rude awalg when you got a man like Reagan that
says trickle down will give you some money. Treklown never worked.

AL:  Nope. So tell me about, you ran for the ledigie? What year was that?

GC: The 102nd Legislature. We had on that yeadtthnson landslide against Gore. We
were the first Democrats to take power in the statdaine in fifty years. Ed Muskie became
governor prior to that, and | have tni(ntelligible word) this in here now because it concerns Ed
Muskie. Arno Bittues was the treasurer of the KdraweSavings Bank in Augusta.

AL: What was his name?

GC: Arno Bittues. And Arnold had a Republican eoto him and say, I've got five hundred
dollars here | want to give to Ed Muskie but | domant anybody to know. So he gave it to
Arnold and told Arnold he couldn’t tell Ed whereceame from. And Arno Bittues gave that
money to Ed Muskie’s campaign for governor of ttegesof Maine. And | lived with Arno
Bittues when | was in the legislature, he was a firan, a Democrat from the word go. And he
spoke so highly of Ed Muskie to me, and he waseatdoeliever in the Democrats coming to
power. And of course when we did come to powex Republicans, we had a pre legislative
conference in Orono, and we went up to Orono, dhaever forget it. We were sitting here in
this hall having a banquet that night, and lo aelldid there was another table with Harvey Pease
and the former treasurer of the state of Maineahithe Republicans were all seated there. And
they were having quite a discussion, you couldalpltbut hear it. And Harvey Pease says, the
Democrats don’t know what the hell they’re doirftg\t're going to fall on their face. And the
former treasurerufintelligible phrase), he said, “They don’t know how to raise money and
they’re going to squander every nickel.” Wellhirik the Democrats surprise them. | think
because Ed Muskie would come back and give us agtiepnce in a while. And | have to tell
you that he trusted us because the Republicandfiftifeyears in power had become
(unintelligible word) and arrogant and they never dreamed that we émedDrats could ever take
over the state of Maine.

Well we did, the 102nd Legislature came in and aléed in all the monies from all over the
state. You know, one of the ways the Republicanié lopp power was they’d take money and put
it in these little banks in every little town, apdt it in a checking account, doesn’t earn any
interest. So when we came in we called all this@yan. We was amazed when we found out
how much money was lying idle in the state of Maméhese little banks all over the state. And
of course the Republicans always got elected vihatone way of staying in power. We called it
in and that's when we jump started education instaée of Maine, that's when we putin a
teachers’ pay scale. | sponsored that legisladod,l was surprised when they came to me. |
was a new comer, and they asked me to sponsocleetsapay scale, and this was the head step
so after so long you wanted to get a pay incredsel | said, “Why do you come to me? | don’t



know anything about this.” They said, “Because peat Raymondngme) and he was from

your district and he always killed the teacherg pEses. He was always against it, and we want
you to sponsor it.” | says, “All right, | will."So we did and the legislature passed it and that’s
where the pay scale from teachers that you operateday, that's where it originated, the 102nd
Legislature. And | sponsored that legislation @ndproud to stand here, sit here and say | did.
But what amazes me is all those teachers thatligtiesbenefits of that pay raise, when | go out
now and | talk with them and | look at the regigtma in my town, they’re registered
Republicans. | can’t understand why people cagdiowhere their bread comes from.

AL:  Maybe they don’t know their history.

GC: Once in a while | remind them. I'll tell theima nice way, you know, it was the
Democrats that made it possible for you to retiith Wwonor. Because years ago, teachers, when
they retired they didn’t have much retirement cagrtim them.

AL:  Now, you came back from the service in 1948?
GC: Yes, | came back 1948.
AL:  And you came back to the farm and started imgrthere?

GC: Yes, and the house had burned on this farm Bodght this farm. | dismantled my barn
because | didn’'t have the money to buy first classber. And the materials in the upper stories
on the barn that had not been sold, my cattle anskls. | did not have thar{ntelligible word)

farms, | used all the materials for my house, agdonether-in-law and | built my house. And |
started a dairy farm, | was disabled, | came bamkfthe war wearing a steel brace. | had a spinal
fusion back in North Africa and Italy, and | hadmerous other injuries. And so the VA
discharged, the Army discharged me in 1946 anddttb call me back to active duty in the fall

of ‘46 because of hospitalization, and tried to pame off on the VA. And we fought it and the
results was | was recalled to active duty. And hiNgack to active duty as a first lieutenant, that’
what | retired from the service, or left the seevas, and they had to do an operation on my spine.

| went to a civilian specialist, | wouldn’t to nme in the Army because they told me all my
trouble was in my head and not in my back. | wermith Peterson, he’s the man that
developed theuhintelligible word) cup for a man’s hip up on Beacon Street in Mdsssetts,

and he diagnosed my case. He was a consultam tartny at Waltham Hospital, Murphy
General Hospital in Waltham, Massachusetts. Heasasng in every day, he was supposed to
see people like me but they screened the onebehatuld see. So when he came in for his visit
after my going to him, | went to him and | saidwént an unbiased diagnosis of my case. | want
you to tell me if it's in my head, and if it isd'want you to tell the Army where itis.” So he
wrote me a letter, and then he came in, he askeeeane and they brought me in. And he had me
get on the examining table, he examined me andngaX-rays and he told the colonel if | didn’t
have a spinal fusion | would probably wind up agpéegic because of this injury. The Army
colonel says, “You know, the government’s like g imsurance company, all these guys are
trying to get money out of the government.” | sdlchever asked you for a dollar, but | did ask



you for a sound body. | went into the service shurexpected to come out sound.” So the
results was he did a, they did a spinal fusion eratrMurphy General Hospital, and while | was
hospitalized and bedridden and recuperating, | disivlieutenant’s pay until | was discharged
on April the 16th, 1948.

They discharged me, they denied me officer’s retest. The controller general of the United
States said | had no right to it even though aeetent board diagnosed me. And | find out now
that the @nintelligible phrase), but after fifty years, I’'m an old man, they juatigh at you when
you tell they robbed you. | am now a totally dieabwar veteran of WWII. And that’'s what |
get, two years ago | was diagnosed with Parkinsdissase, | didn't have it. | fell, took the
medicine for Parkinson’s disease, | kept fallingjptured a disk in my back, | had to have
surgery in my back. And the medicine they gave ewahse of my Parkinson, they had me
following, and the results of that | had a head@k from the medicine. And | went into Maine
Medical Center where they fixed my heart, they apet on my back and fixed my ruptured disk.
And then | went to a Parkinson’s disease spetid@is (name) and he told me | didn’t have it
and not to take the medicine any more. So | skefidre you now, I’'m a totally disabled war
veteran that's been diagnosed, and | don’t havkifsam’s disease and thank God for that. But
my wife was pushing me around in a wheel chair wittad heart, and | lost her, she died.

AL:  Now, I'd like to switch gears a little bit atalk some about politics. When, so you were
back here and you were working on the farm, andwetié you feel like you wanted to get
involved in politics? Were you involved at the coomity level before you went to the state
legislature, how did that happen?

GC: Yes, | served on the school committee, whemnhe back from war. It was while serving
there we realized that we would have to have adlmtaed school if we were going to

accomplish what we must accomplish in the fiel@ddication. As to, students were, we were
losing some of our students, they were moving eieeer Some of them were, they had the
money to send their children into the city schoats] | had a brother who sent his son to Chevrus
High School. So | wanted to see if | could do stimmg in the state level, and so when | got
elected | went down there and | asked to be puherrommittee on education. And they had in
the state of Maine the Sinclair Act.

And the Sinclair Act was an act that said the staiald give a bonding state subsidy if the small
towns consolidated and built one school in a céfdgcation. And the Sinclair Act, as it was
written, wasn’t doing the job. The Sinclair Actsva good act, but it had never been changed,
nobody dared to touch it. So | sponsored a hidytused to call it the Carroll Bill but I don’t
believe they do any more, and that was that thesavould work out their own method of
financing the school district. If the bonding heud was flame) and Gray at that time, if they
would approve the funding, there was no reason savnildn’t get together and build a school.
But you see, we had, we had towns that had indusyhad towns that didn’t. And so if you
did it according to valuation, the town that hadustry would be paying more for that school
than the town that didn’t. So the results was a@ to work out a formula. And other people
before me had worked on this formula and they stibththis to me as a possible legislation to
pass. So | went to Augusta with this proposaly fifercent valuation, fifty percent enrolled. And



I'll never forget, they got up and they said, “Yorigoing to destroy the Sinclair Act.” And | said,
“It's time we destroyed it if it isn’t doing thelpit's time we made some changes.”

So my bill passed, we formed a district here is thivn, fifty percent enrollment and fifty

percent valuation. We got the rich town that hihtha lakes and that had the industry to come
in, because before that you couldn’t get them moe&m. They said, “Oh, we’re not going to go
into this district, we're going to pay all the Bifl So that, we have it, after passing that biése
other towns all came in and they started goingty{gixty deal, or a thirty-seventy dealN&me)

and Gray came in and told the education committeg, tany formula that was sound, basically
sound, they would approve. But you must remembyoufsold bonds on that formula you could
never change it until all bonds were paid off tlhé indebtors must be paid before you change the
formula. And so we have towns that formed schasitidts of sixty-forty, fifty-fifty, or any other
basis they came up that met tharfe) and Gray bonding house’s approval. We made
tremendous strides in the field of education underDemocrats. We were told we were
bankrupting the state. We never bankrupted the,sta& got the state on a roll and it's been there
ever since. Education has moved forward, childi@re gone on and got good educations, and |
think that's what makes America great, democracgciton.

AL:  Did you get a sense from your father growipghat he felt education was important?

GC: Ohyes, yes, we did. | was the, my sistedgated from high school, when | was in
second- there was only two of us out of eight gratluated from high school, but we were very
poor and we couldn’t afford to have them stayinghie high school. But my father knew that
that was right, to send them to school to get arcaibn.

AL:  And when did you first meet Ed Muskie or habout him?

GC: Well, of course when he became governor wedhaldout him. And | met him when |

was involved in the legislature, and also whileaswnvolved with the legislature | was county
chairman. And as county chairman | had communioatitth his office and talked with his
people. And we had him come to field days, theihe York County, Dick Dutremble used to
have field days and so Ed Muskie of course cantlease field days. But he also came to the
102nd and addressed us and he counseled us angtglou know, that we had a very serious
responsibility. And that was tee sure that what we did was right, and be surevere fair, and

to be sure we used the vote wisely that there wae tused. And we always felt that he was
watching over us even if he was in Washington. aMeys knew that if we had serious problems
that all we had to do was go to the phone andhtsabffice and he’d make arrangements to come
down and sit down with us and talk with us. Andadten | was county chairman we had him
come to our field days and give us a pep talk, timlhe Democrats in our county.

And he, I'll never forget one day he started tadkand this heckler kept heckling him, and it, we
all wondered what was going to happen. Pretty $sbstopped and he said, “Now fella, you just
wait a few minutes and I’'m going to address yowbpem. But I'd like you to be quiet while |
continue to talk.” So the fellow did quiet downdalad gave us a rousing speech, you know, he
could when he got a little bit stirred up, and le®eus a good one. When he got done, he turned



to the fellow, now, he says, what was your questmml the fellow walked right away. Ed
Muskie unintelligible phrase) in a nice way, and he got a big hand from thaema® and we

were quite proud of the fact that hecklers can camehecklers can go, but you can still tolerate
them and you can answer their questions.

That was one thing that you had always to watch;d/bave a field day, you know, a lot of
refreshments there. And of course Governor Cgdislected governor, you know, he beat John
Reed. And so whenever they’d come to a field dajentwas chairman, I'd always watch and be
sure that nobody had come up and tried to give thean of beer or a drink, especially if they're
addressing the people. And also | didn’t want therave their picture taken with that man, |
knew that fellow had been drinking heawnitelligible phrase) from a fellow coming up trying

to give him one. But you know it wouldn’t look godd/ou had a picture of them with a can of
beer in their hand on a field day, would it? Sdways made sure when | was county chairman
that | would be observant and leaders could bethatehese things didn’t happen.

AL: Do they still have field days here in Limerck

GC: Well, we used to have them, but this wasnltimerick, this was in Baldwin down to
Osprey Lake. It was in the, Osprey Lake’s a b&alltike and there was a fellow there he used
to have a, he had a big area that he owned anddribe cottage. And he always made it
available to Dick Dutremble and, the man came fRBiddeford so he, Dick came from
Biddeford. It was a wonderful place, we used teehaur field days there at his cottage back
when | was younger.

AL: I think I interrupted your thought, were ydwoat to go on to something else? Now, so
you saw Ed Muskie at those times, what were yopréssions of him?

GC: Well, of course, my impressions of Ed Muskigswthat he was going to be the next
president of the United States. | always felt tieatvas robbed of that opportunity. And when he
ran for president, in the primaries in New Hampshand they needed some French speaking
people to go over there and work on the phonesaywife was French Canadian and she went
on over there on the phones. And she was amazeMtiskie's opponent, what was name now,
the fellow (nintelligible phrase), he came, and these people came in and pushegénators

right away from their phones and took them awaynftbem. And this happened over in New
Hampshire in the primaries. And | feel that ukelhever been too happy with New Hampshire
ever since, I've always felt that they robbed ua @iture president of the United States by what
they did to him in the primary in New Hampshire.

AL:  Now who are some of the other people thaty®met and worked with in politics in
Maine?

GC: There’s one more thing about Ed Muskie I'elik bring up.

AL: Oh, sure.



GC: We had a day here where we invited all thgmaars and everybody from around to our
farm and we invited him and he came and gave a #alld he gave us a very nice talk, it was,
these people were all Republicans, Democrats, eaple that wanted to see the United States
senator, so they came and they listened to Senhiskie. He gave a very, very good talk and
when it was over they came to me, many, many cfdlpeople and they said that they really
enjoyed it and they thanked himnm{ntelligible word). What was that question you had now?

End of Sde A
SdeB

AL:  We are now on side B of the interview with N&eorge Carroll on November 20th, the
year 2000, this is Andrea L’'Hommedieu. Well, theestion | was going to ask next was about
who were some of the other politically active peojblat you’'ve known over the years in Maine.
Can you pick some out and tell me about them, gewaplb stood out or who were very close to
you?

GC: Well, there was George Mitchell, he ran fovgmor in Maine. | feel we have an
upstanding man there. And Severin Beliveau, vetiva in the Democratic Party. Dana Childs,
he was the speaker of the house, 102nd, Dana veas apright man. And Buddy Reed who ran
for the, tried to get the nomination for governack when Ken Curtis got it. He was president of
the senate in the 102nd. Ken Curtis, governohefstate of Maine. These are people that | had a
lot to do with, | used to go into his office. JoeeBnan, the governor of the state of Maine. Joe
Brennan, | used to, | was the house chairman aainoln of the education committee four terms
and | used to meet with him. Dick [David T.] Flgaa, now the president of the, was the
president of Central Maine Power before it was ,sotdv he’s presently involved in, | think he’s
still the president.

AL:  What were some of those people like in, k& What was it like to work with Joe
Brennan, what sort of a person was he, is he?

GC: Joe was a hard working governor, he, of coneseame here as a city boy and he didn’t
understand agriculture the way I'd hoped that hald,dout he did a good job. | sponsored
legislation for bond issues and, he al-, they’daglsvhave me come in and meet with David
Cunningham. And David would give me a little pelk taefore I'd go and meet with the
Republican leadership on the bond issues. Andlthised to go and meet with George [Joseph]
Sewall and, he was president of the senate wheRebpablicans controlled the senate. And I'd
sit down with him and go over the bond issues aadWwave our tete-to-tete, whatever you want
to call it. unintelligible phrase) I'd tell him what we the Democrats were goingltoand that's
what we agreed to do, we would do. And so we’dlignraccomplish what we felt we’d be able to
in the bond issues.

AL:  Now in what capacity have you known Severifivigau?

GC: Well, he was the state chairman of the DentmcRarty, he was also a lobbyist in
Augusta. And I've known Severin a long while, argd he used to be at about every session of



the legislature, you always knew where Severin wasd of course, when we bought our head
building in Augusta for the Democrats, for our hg@aakters, they owed quite a lot of money on
that building, there was some talk we were goinipse it. But you know Severin, during the
Watergate episode, Severin Beliveau was one gid¢bele that they, | think he was the head of
the national Democratic, | don’t know what hisditvas. But anyway he was in Washington and
he was at the Watergate building and they broleehig desk and got into his files there. So he
got a cash settlement out of the Watergate scaaddlhe gave quite a bit of that money to the
Democratic Party to buy that building and pay for(Unintelligible phrase) they’ve sold it, they
don’t own the building any more. And I think it sszavonderful that we had a man we could count
on, Severin Beliveau, to serve as, go and serileatational level and during Watergate and
have them break into his desk, and do what theyadid be man enough to stand up and fight to
get, to have it righted. And he got some casteseént out of it, and they had to pay a fine for
that. And | don’t know how much he got but | know fgrave a substantial amount to the state
Democratic Party. You could always count on Seviéryou needed money, the party would
always turn to him and he was always there watinigelp, either help raise the money or help to

AL: Now, is the town of Limerick more Democrati@ah it used to be?

GC: Ohyes, yes, it sureis. Just this recerttiele we had, Gore did carry Limerick. | know
all the state senate candidates, he just lostgyyafew votes in this district, and he just logteb
very few votes in the town of Limerick. And | thiff you put forth good candidates they’re
going to win. You just got to be sure you pick danen to work for public office.

AL:  Now Roger Hare’s someone that you’'ve knownytars.
GC: Yes, I've known Roger quite a while.

AL:  And he represent-, he’s represented labainaisright?

GC: That's right, yes.

AL:  Did he work with you at all when you were hetlegislature?

GC: | used to talk with him quite often, he canu of Buxton which is a good sized town in
York county? And I'd see him at Democratic meetingsd, | used to get around a little more
than | do now. But we did talk politics and abadiat’'s going on. Of course, you remember
when Jim Longley became governor, he said thatidi@tcheed that income tax money, that
we’d overtaxed the people and we were to give tbheaw back. It always amused me, he didn’t
retire the bonds with that money, but he wantegive it back to the people. Do you know, to
give people back a dollar, it costs two dollaradiministrative costs, find out who had it coming
to them and, give it to them. | never heard ohsadiasco.

| was in the legislature under Jim Longley’s admstiration (nintelligible phrase). We had a
study, transportation committee had a study oMaée turnpike because there were people that



said that we should take the tolls off the turnpils® that study, we had meetings and we always
invited the governor’s office and made sure, | msule because | was the house chairman, when
your party was having a meeting you might havepaasentative at the meeting. Well when we
finished our study and submitted our report, wadbkztto keep the tolls on the turnpike because
it was a moneymaker for us, it helps, we didn’tdétve funds to do otherwise. We met with the
governor and told him what our report was. And &id,s'You never consulted with my office,

you never invited us to your meetings, and now sibthere and you want to do this.” And just a
minute | said, “You've gone as far as you're gowith this one. Every meeting we had we
invited your office to participate. Sometimes tlogyne, sometimes they didn’t. But don’t you

sit there and tell us we never let you be parhif $tudy. Your office was invited to participate
and failed to do so.” Because that was the yeafuthintelligible phrase).

AL:  What was it like in the legislature when Kemrs was governor?

GC: Well, you bring up Ken Curtis, the governottloé state of Maine. You know when I, |
was in the legislature, John Reed promised themali at the national conference that the state of
Maine would join the educational compact of theéesta And | was on the education committee at
the time and we didn’t agree with it. So we votetlto, that Maine would not become a partner
in the compact in education for the states. Wedat# a discussion, so John Reed invited the
governor who was from the Carolinas, it was a Dawtacgovernor that was active in that, to
come up and talk to the legislature and get thewote to join the compact. Well, we got into
quite a heated discussion on that. And he talkéld ws and we told him no, we just wasn’t going
to do it. We felt it, we had some reservations alpmning a compact of that nature. And the
results was that John Reed was embarrassed totltahke’d told him, because he was chairman
of the national conference of, at this conferente@mpact of the states. And he had assured
them that we would join it, saufintelligible phrase).

We were interested in Curtis being the next goveafithe state of Maine, and of course
naturally, you know, you’re always looking for i€suthat would help your candidate. So the
results was that Ken Curtis and the legislaturedigda’t join the compact of the states. And |
think it was Terry Sanford was the governor of, dahere, that came up and talked with us
about joining it. But we didn't.

And of course they tried to pass a, they wanteddrease the sales tax. And you know, the
Republicans was in power when Ken came in and kyow, we all remember old, good old
Louis Jalbert. Well, Louis had promised, he waslyenew, you know Louis, heugintelligible
phrase). And he had promised the Republicans that hegoagy to provide them with so many
votes to (nintelligible phrase) a sales tax. And Joe Bennett and Jiamg) and |, we had a
meeting one night before the next caucus, and wielelé we was going to have to take care of
Louis because we was afraid he was going to bialksrand we were never going to pass a sales
tax. It would have been bad for us Democrats, lbesex of being the tax party. So when Louis
got up and started talking at the caucus and Inedtane of hisunintelligible word), | got up,

said something, and he got kind of sassy and | tdb&fter him. He took off out of the room, he
wouldn’t come back until they got me to promiseduln’t bother him. [ said, “Huh, I didn’t hit
him.” But | said, | says, “He knew that he was wgand | was right.”



At that time it held our ranks together, we nevasged a sales tax when Ken Curtis was
governor. He did increase it, which would have bead for him. And | thought that Ken did a
very good job as governor, he had Linwood Roskémtotor vehicle division, and was a very
good administrator. And he made other appointmdémsappointments were all good
appointments and | thought state government wemiga¥ery, very good under Governor Curtis.

AL:  Who was Linwood Ross? I've heard the nameredbut not much about the person.

GC: Well, Linwood Ross’ wife, Olive, she used tonk at the Blaine House for Polly Curtis,
and they were very nice people and they were gobtigpservants, she was very nice as a
hostess for Governor Curtis’ wife, Polly, and hesvaavery good administrator of the motor
vehicle division. And I felt that they contributedite a lot, because when Governor Curtis ran
for governor, even though he ran for Congress aasldefeated, Linwood Ross was his campaign
man and so when he ran for governor, Linwood Rasswworking for him. And when he got
Secretary of State, before he became governor,dodviRoss was right there with him.

AL: | want to step back to 1954 when Ed Muskie masing for governor for the first time.
Do you have any recollections of that time periwtden he was going around the state running
for governor, or hearing anything or, you know, imayhere’ll be a Democratic governor, or was
there that sense of wow?

GC: Well, | knew there was a lot of dissatisfaotigith Burton Cross, the Republican
governor. | was quite surprised that Ed got theegoorship, and so was a lot of other people.
But we also were in a new era. This was the etheo¥eterans of WWII and they were not
satisfied, having traveled around the world, bemthe war and everything, with the progress our
state was making, and what it was doing in regerdslucation. And it wasn’t keeping up with
the other states in regards to being a progresSwd. think Ed came along just at the right time,
they were looking for a man of his caliber. He tfagl ability to convince the people that what he
was wanting to do was something that the stateateednd | think that’s, plus the fact that they
had a mediocre governor called Burton Cross attiitmat that they were very dissatisfied with,
and Ed toed the line and became governor. | didrov him, it was aboututintelligible

phrase) and we didn’'t know him as well then, | got to knbim as | went along in politics.

Of course you know Ed had a wonderful wife thergaitl to him, because she was a really nice
person. And | was at a meeting one night, theyewgerving refreshments and | got this glass,
and | don’t know who mixed it but it was prettyasig stuff. And she happened to see me and she
came over and spoke to me and | spoke to her, aBewsry nice of her. And she says, you know,
“The senator has a little trick he plays when thee him a refreshment that,” she says, “he tries
to plant it on a windowsill somewhere and then besgand has one mixed and he watches them
mix it, and he makes sure that it's just ginger’alEhat’s (unintelligible phrase), | learned that

you have a drink at a party if they want you todawne, but you watch it, you watch them when
they mix it. And I've always warned other peoplmat the same thing. Because it's a, many
people try sometimes to get a person overloadeatitamot good for him or the party.



AL:  Now, are some of the things that | haven’tasskou that you think might be important to
add today?

GC: Well, | can’t think of much of anything thabty -

AL:  So you had mentioned Bill Hathaway earlienvimat capacity did you know him and sort
of what were your stories surrounding him?

GC: Well, I think Bill Hathaway, of course he came from Massachusetts, he had, he was
involved in, he ran against Margaret Chase Snitht | think when he beat Margaret Chase
Smith and he went to Washington, he was a junioatee. Ed Muskie was a senior, and | think
that Bill tried to flex his muscles just a littli¢b And | think that | can detect, it never wakltto

me by anybody, but | could detect that there wihttl@ coolness that developed between he and
Ed. And I just felt that it was because he kinghaf encroached on Ed Muskie’s territory a little
bit in regards to the senatorial meetings. It'gandeen told to me by anyone, but | just surmised
that because . . . .

AL:  So you had a sense that there was a littleetony.

GC: Well, I did, and | sensed it more when hefaarreelection and got beat. And | didn’t see
Ed Muskie out there stumping like he did for othePerhaps he did, but | was not aware of it,
you know, he could. But I think when he ran foeleztion he had to run on his own, and before
that he had a lot of help.

AL:  Did you know Bill Hathaway?

GC: Not as much as | knew Ed Muskie, no, no. IBld know when | put my son’s name
forward for the executive director that Bill Hathayis man in Auburn, Georgsif] [Al]
Gamache, called here to offer him a position onestate committee. And so he told him he
wasn't going to tell everybody that I'd even nantéeh. So he called here and he told me, he
says, they’ve offered me a position on the stateroittee. | says, “Well, you aren’t going to
take it. No, you're going to be executive direcits, either that or nothing.” And so he called
him back and told him no. Now, this is becausdig\ilord, who was the executive director of
the Republicans had been promised that job. Hiepwbple that Bill Hathaway told him if he
changes enrollment he could keep that job. Antigheéhen | put forth Arthur Carroll for. |
wanted a Democrat in there, there wasn’t anybodying but | said to them, “By God, I'll get
my son to run.” And they assured me they’'d suppwt so we did.

Because he grew up on a farm, he worked on a fatrimdNew York when he was going to
college out there and he had a lot of agricultarglerience, and | felt that he was qualified. And
one of the things he discovered when he got inabevas that there was a lot of antagonized
feelings there, there was a lot of hard feelingse¢hand he told meuintelligible phrase). They
had different groups in Maine, they was fightinghweach other upintelligible phrase). The
leadership was encouraging it instead of calliregrtfall together and telling them, well this has
got to stop. We got to work together for the gobthe state of Maine.



AL:  What do you think it is that Ed Muskie will stdoe remembered for in Maine as a state,
and also nationally?

GC: Well, of course we go back to Lincoln-Dickesc[Dickey-Lincoln] Dam, Ed was

involved in that. And he also, he grew up in a $n@lRumford. And he was more of a rural
America and we always felt that when he spoke lehat, that he came from a small state but
it was just as important to be sure that that sstate got a fair shake. And | think Ed Muskie
represented us well in Washington, that he wasméewed when it come to going to bat for the
state of Maine. Of course you know he became knimwhis Clean Water bill, for cleaning up
the rivers and that, and | think that’s probablg ah the greatest things you can do is to get these
waters. And everybody that's ever set here in Liokewhich is twenty-five miles from
Westbrook, and smelled the S.D. Warren mill, thi, hiat pollution in the air has to end. The
automobiles nintelligible phrase) today, they’re still making too much pollutiorofn the
automobile. | feel it can be solved because theegme a long ways with the electric auto and
they could cut way back on the emissions if thepted to. | think that's what Ed Muskie is
going to, you know, when they analyze his cardey tanalyze Ed Muskie over his clean waters
and clean rivers and clean air he was involvetiawas way ahead of his time because it took a
long while for the others to realize just how blad situation was.

AL:  1think that's all my questions. Thank youyenuch.

GC: You're welcome, and | hope that I've enlighgdryou a little bit about the senator. And
I’m sure that there are those that are more gedlifnan | am because they worked closer to him.
But | knew him as the county chairman of the DeratcrParty and | knew him after serving in
the legislature. And of course when he ran fosiolent | was a county chairman and we tried to
help him all that we could. It would have beemesrtendous gift to the state of Maine to have
had that man in the White House.

AL:  Thank you.
(Pause in taping.)
AL:  And we just want to add one story to the ehithis here.

GC: Allright, | served seven terms in the legigta and four times | had recounts. In the
102nd | had a recount with Irvinagme), | beat him by, | don’t know for sure, | thinKtfi some
votes. And when, | had another recount when tiva tclerk in Hollis ran against me, | beat him
by five votes, and we had a recount and | beathyiraighteen. And then the, | can’t remember
just who else it was | had all these recounts vath,| became known as landslide Carroll, I win
by as much as five to twenty-one votes.

AL:  And the recounts, were, did it always, did e¢hection look like you'd won and the recount
confirmed it, or did it ever go the other way?



GC: Well, it was, each time | picked up more votésd this is why, you know, when they

say that these recounts, handling the votes, hamating them is not accurate, the machine is the
inaccurate one. Because you have these peojteg stiere and there can be no hanky panky
with the ballots. That's ridiculous to make a @elike that because there’s people watching you
all the time. And those that are sitting there witlu, you’re a Republican, a Democrat,
Republican, a Democrat. You're watching, you'rekiog at the ballot and you're making darn
sure that there isn’t anything being done wronfeTyou’ve got people outside observing you.
So there’s no chance for what they say is goingAmd I’'m quite sure you'll find that when this
recounting business is all said and done, thahd baunt is the only accurate count, that machine
can really gnintelligible phrase).

AL:  Now for, when you ran for the legislature dnely did, and the elections took place, did
you have, were there hand ballots at that timeyese there machines already in place?

GC: Well, they were hand ballots.
AL:  They were.

GC: Yes.

AL:  So that's what -

GC: Butyou waited a long time to get the couird. have to wait sometimes until two or three
or five o’clock the next afternoon to get a counfigure out whether I'd won or lost.

AL:  Great, thank you.
GC: You're welcome.

End of Interview
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