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Transcript
Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview with Mr. Bruce Chandler Angust the 13th, the
year 2002, at the Muskie Archives in Lewiston, Maiand this is Andrea L'Hommedieu. If you

could start first just by giving me your full naraed spelling it?

Bruce Chandler: Sure, Bruce W. Chandler, C-H-A-N-D-L-E-R.



AL: And where were you born and raised?

BC: | was born Nahant, Massachusetts, and | waedan Massachusetts. Lived in Lynnfield
most of my life. | was living in Lynnfield at titéme | came to Bates College. Then | went to
law school at Georgetown University in Washingtamg then came back to Maine, in
Waterville, to practice law.

AL:  And what is your date of birth?

BC: May 6, '31.

AL: Now, growing up in Massachusetts, what typa obmmunity was it that you grew up in?
BC: Very rural community. Itisn't any more, butefinitely was then.

AL: Religiously, what was it like?

BC: Idon't know. We were Congregationalists, notimer and father were, and | had several
relatives who were Congregational ministers. W daizeable church, but | assume there were
Baptists, and Catholics, and Episcopalians. Itda@w, we never really paid that much
attention.

AL: What was the business or such that ran theosepim your town?

BC: There wasn't any, it was strictly a bedroom mmity for the city of Lynn, where

General Electric had a big plant, and there weversé other large plants. That was about a half
hour's drive away. People were just beginning éserout of the city and into more rural areas.
It was the beginning of the rural movement. And'h@hat my folks wanted to do.

AL: And what were your parents' names?

BC: My mother's name was Florence, Florence Johwsarher maiden name. My father's
name was Henry Warwick Chandler.

AL: How do you spell Warwick?
BC: W-A-R-W-I-C-K.

AL:  Warwick.

BC: Butit's pronounced Warwick.

AL: Butit's pronounced Warwick, okay. I'm glaalsked you how to spell that. And what
was your father's occupation?



BC: He worked for General Electric Company. He wesstarted there when he was
seventeen as an office boy emptying wastebaskdts/hat not. By the time he died he was
assistant to the vice president in charge of therjgine division of General Electric. So he
moved up well; had no college education. Probablyldn't do that today, | suspect.

AL: And your mother, did she work outside the home?

BC: Not when, not after she was married. She wshaolteacher before she was married, or
at the time she was married. But then she nevdm'tdvork outside the home, no. That was in
the days when most mothers didn't actually.

AL: Was the community you grew up in at all ethitycdiverse?

BC: Idon'tthink so, I think it was pretty muchasght Anglo-Saxon, white Anglo-Saxon, and
probably majority Protestant, | would guess. llygd was nothing that we ever paid any
attention to, but maybe one of the reasons wasusedawasn't diverse, so everybody was kind
of like us.

AL:  And where did you go to school?

BC: I went to high school in Wakefield, which is afjoining community, and a much larger
community, and a much more diverse community; ldigean population, pretty fair Jewish
population, pretty large Irish population. So thghhschool was much more diverse than the
grammar school was that | went to. And then fraghtschool | went to Bates.

AL:  What made you think of Bates, or decide on it?

BC: I had a cousin who lived in Maine who atten&eades, and she was probably three years
ahead of me | guess, or maybe four, so we knewtdtmtes. But to be perfectly honest, the
main reason | came to Bates is that | got rejelotechy first three choices. Bates obviously was
enlightened and saw the big value that | woulddprin

AL: And did you have any connections with Mainespeglly, had you been here on vacations
before?

BC: Yes, yes, my cousin that | mentioned, she laggba brother who is still extremely close,
we are very close. And he lives in fact now in shene town in Arizona that we do. We came to
visit them in Belfast, Maine probably at least oacgear, and went on extended vacations, that
is one or two weeks with them, quite a bit. Thaswny connection, my only connection with
Maine actually.

AL: So what year did you start at Bates?

BC: Started in, it would have been the fall of '4®raduated in '53.



AL: Fifty-three, okay. And what was your study jona
BC: My major was speech.
AL: And did you, were you on the debate team?

BC: [Iwas not, and I'm not sure why. | can'teéms like a strange void in my collegiate
career, but | wasn't. My, the head of the speegfadment was Brooks Quimby who coached
the debating team forever and, but for some reheemer got into that.

AL:  What were your impressions of Brooks Quimby?

BC: Boy, that goes back so much. Well, he waglyogave inspiring. | mean, | can remember
being totally intimidated by him. | think most g#e were. He was a pretty gruff, he was a
pretty big man and pretty gruff. | think he madm®ple do their best, and he was a good
professor.

AL: Did he motivate, was he a motivator?

BC: He probably was. | don't remember being mégiddy much of anything. At that time,
when my folks asked me why | was majoring in spdesdid | wanted to be a disk jockey. That
wasn't exactly what they had in mind when they semto college, | don't think, but | don't
know. Anyway, | ended up going to law school ameréfore using the speech major okay.

AL: And where did you go to law school?

BC: Georgetown University Law Center. | went theranly because they had a night school.
I had meanwhile been in the service and come hdtich was really the only reason | could
afford to go to law school. And I still needed tonk and Georgetown had a really good night
school, which many law schools don't have, inclgdhire University of Maine | might add. So
you can't, if you have to work, you got to go sorheve where they have a night school.

AL: Was it, are there others that have been pallyicnvolved in Maine that went to
Georgetown with you, at the time you were in lawed?

BC: Not with me. Now Severin Beliveau went to Ggriown, George Mitchell | believe went
to Wa-, Georgetown. But I'm sure there were prgbathers, but I'm not sure.

AL: Now, what made you want to go to law school?

BC: When | was a Boy Scout and | was going to aderareview for my Eagle Scout badge,
somebody asked me that and | said, “Because tdikkegue.” That's probably as good a reason
as any. Actually, | went to law school becausaswn the service | was in the counter
intelligence corps in the Army, and most of thegded was with were recent law school
graduates and were practicing lawyers. And, talkinthem, | just thought that was probably



something that | would really like to do.

AL:

BC:

AL:

BC:

AL:

BC:

You were in the service from, what time, '537?

Fifty-four to '56, | was a draftee.

And then after graduating from law school yame back to Maine?
Right.

Were you married at that point?

Yes. Yes, | was married before, | was marriédev was in the service. And my wife

was in the five-year nursing program at Bates tthey had at that time, and so after | got out of
the service we came back here. We had promiseahbigrer that she would finish her
education, and so she had a year to go, and we ltackehere and lived in the old Bardwell
Veteran's Housing on campus and she finished upyéza. | worked for the Multiple Sclerosis
Society in Maine, commuted to Farmington each dag, we had a great time. And then from
there, went to law school.

AL:

BC:

AL:

BC:

And when you came back from law school youegiin the Waterville area?
Yes, right in Waterville for the first threegrs, then we moved to China.
And you set up a law practice by yourself, erev-?

No, I didn't. No, | was hired by a fellow namBdb Marden, who was one of Ed Muskie's

closest friends in Waterville, at that time. Areldnd | had a practice. | mean | was just a
worker, | wasn't a partner or anything, | was pstassociate. But then we merged with Dick
Dubord's firm, another close friend of Senator Me'sk and we had a firm of five people | think
when we started; gradually expanded to about #hthe time | went on the bench there was
nine people in the law firm.

AL:

BC:

AL:

BC:

AL:

BC:

Now what year was that?

That | started work?

Right.

Sixty-one.

And what was it like working with Bob Marden?

It was fabulous, Bob is one of the greatespjgbhave ever known or ever will. And he

did an awful lot for me.



AL: Did he ever talk about the early days with $en&luskie, when -?

BC: Yes, the thing | remember him most, well foall, | was astounded that such a
prominent Republican could be such a close frieitld &d Muskie, and with Dick Dubord for
that matter. | always thought there would be seaparation. Bob's friendship with Dick
Dubord was, and the merger eventually, was realkmd of a historical event in Waterville
because the Franco-American people and the WASRI$ didn't mingle that much at that time.
And the idea of these two people, prominent pegpiring was something kind of new. And |
think both Bob's father and Dick Dubord's fatheraveot totally happy with the whole idea. But
there was nothing they could do about it. So, ®ak great.

And his, the first story | remember him telling edeout Ed Muskie was when the senator fell off
his camp roof, they had a camp in China, and bhikéack. And Bob talked about, that each
day he went to the post office and got Ed's mat, jarticularly looking for the possibility there
might be some checks in it, which were very badligded at that time, and brought him his mail
and he, so forth.

Another story of, if you want another story abodtMuskie, he and Bob remained very friendly
through all the time that Ed was governor. Anddbgernor came up to Bob's house to a party
one night. Governor Muskie was known to take arasmnal drink. And he came to Bob's
house for a party and got pretty much, totally wlipet. And so they sort of poured him into the
back of Bob's car to take him back to the Blainei$¢éoand on the way down, Bob got stopped
by a state trooper who came up and asked, “Whergar going?” Now this is a third hand
story, or a second hand story, so | can't vouclalfdhis. But he said, “Where are you going?”
Bob said, “Well I'm taking my passenger to the BéaHouse.” And the officer put his flashlight
on the back seat and said, “Oh, my God.” And e, §8ir, you fall in behind me and we'll
proceed to the Blaine House.”

AL: | guess I'd like to know your, any interactigrmal had with Dick Dubord, and what he
was like as well.

BC: Well, I had of course, a lot of interaction lwhim because he became a, he was a partner,
a senior partner. But nevertheless, when we mdrgedame a partner in the firm along with

Dick, and Bob, and Al Bernier. Dick was an extrgmetelligent person. He was also a great
storyteller, and he also had a talent for mimickpegple and he used to sing. They had a
musical group that Bob was also a part of, and Barkg and imitated Louis Armstrong so you'd
swear that it was Louis and not Dick. He was yegtlod. He was a good speaker, he was
wonderful trial lawyer. And of course he was atha forefront of the Democratic Party in that
area, ran for governor one year, ran for the noti@naDid not get it, which was a shock | think

to all of us who knew him well.

AL: Did you know his father Harold at all?

BC: Yes, | mean he was also in, he was on the bahelm we formed the firm. He retired and



had an office in our building, in our law firm, ahdd a secretary there and so on. And so | saw
quite a bit of him. He counseled me a lot wheraswetting started in politics, or trying to, had
a lot of wise things to tell me, some of which wpractical and some which were not, | guess.
Yeah, he was a great old guy. Harold Marden, whe ks, was also on the Supreme Court at
the same time Harold Dubord was, retired a lititeatier Harold, also had an office in our
building. Totally different kind of man, very, wereserved, extremely conservative.

AL: I'm thinking of others in the Waterville comnityrthat were well known at that time.
Did you know Gene Letourneau?

BC: Yes.

AL: | haven't talked much about him yet, but whaswe like? Did you know him
personally?

BC: | knew him personally, but he had really nothia do with the areas in which | was
working. He was a newspaper columnist, and heamassy good one. And he was at it, he
wrote a daily column for years and years and yeand,it was an outdoor column. His sister
was the clerk of courts for the Waterville munidipaurt, before they had district courts.

AL: Do you remember her name?

BC: You know, | don't. Seems terrible becaused &#ot to do with her on a daily basis, but
all I know is her last name was still Letourneathjiihk.

AL: Now, did you yourself get interested and inealvn politics?

BC: Yes, | was interested before we ever came tm&laNancy and | had volunteered on
what would have been the 1960 primary campaignwate Adlai Stevenson people and there
was quite a group in Washington, and so we didud@ @ bit of work just stuffing envelopes
and getting out mailings before the convention.d Ahcourse after that, we worked some for
the Kennedy campaign, but not much. We werenthall enthused about John Kennedy at that
time. Things do change. So yeah, both Nancy avet¢ very interested in politics. Very soon
after | arrived in Waterville, John Jabar, who wasn the senator's man in Maine, got three or
four us who had recently arrived in the area togetbr lunch with the senator who was back in
Maine doing constituent work. And that's the fiigte | ever met him, | think. I didn't meet him
at all when he was governor. Knew who he was alshoand so on, but never, ever met him.
So that lunch I think was the first time we eveitme

AL: What were your first impressions of Ed Muskie?

BC: Well, I think my impressions were more thatrenhewas actually sitting down having
lunch with a United States senator which at thmetwas, to me was a really big deal. | mean |
don't think I'd ever had lunch with a senator befofm not sure I'd ever even met a United
States senator before. | suspect | hadn't. S lkivel of awestruck the whole time. But | do



remember him as being extremely encouraging tofals to get into city politics and begin to
take a part, do something whether it be run foretbing or just work for someone, or whatever.
But he was a true believer in getting people ingdlin politics, in Democratic politics.

AL: And so where did you go from there, did youigeblved further?

BC: Yesldid. A couple of years, maybe a, in 1968 year that Kennedy was killed, | ran
for mayor of Waterville, beat an old time Demodrathe primary, in the caucus.

AL:  Who was that?

BC: Dick McClay was his name. He's now dead | thihle was a big union guy for Scott
Paper. Anyway, we organized, my wife is a wondesfganizer, and we really, it was a
surprise. And | went on to lose every ward inchg in the election. Cy Joly was the incumbent
mayor, and it was no real surprise obviously. Hewa local, born and raised in Waterville,
French, Catholic, incumbent mayor. | don't knowatvhwas thinking of actually. But |
remember, to get back to Muskie, after that camph&wrote me a great letter and
unfortunately | didn't have the brains to save litad no idea what,- saying, you know, don't be
discouraged, remember | ran for mayor of Watenahd lost. But then he added, of course |
didn't lose every ward, but nevertheless, dontdibeouraged. So, that was kind of nice.

AL: That's neat. And so after that try, did yoatouie to help others with campaigns or run
again?

BC: Oh sure, and | ran for county attorney andtloat, but not, it wasn't a huge defeat
particularly, and | was assistant county attorra@yaf while after that. That's before the district
attorney came into being. Each county had its osemty attorney and it was a part time job.
You continued your practice and you tried crimicases. That was great, great work, | enjoyed
it very much. And about that time, both Nancy &gdt involved in both county and then state
politics. We were both on the state committee.aswvhen Severin Beliveau was chairman of
the state committee, | was general counsel foDémaocratic state committee and really began
to get much more involved on a state-wide basieykmost of the players. And it was no
longer a big deal to have lunch with a United Statenator.

AL: And Severin Beliveau, you did work with him the state committee then?

BC: Yes.

AL:  What was it like working with Severin?

BC: Itwas fabulous. Severin is still a very, vegar friend and one of the most unusual men |
think I've ever met. And working with him at thahe was a, just a total joy. And of course it

was fun having Nancy on the state committee, &snade the whole thing very enjoyable. We
got to know and meet an awful lot of great peoBet yeah, Severin was, he was great.



AL: What state was the Democratic Party in Mainatithe time you were working on the
state committee?

BC: We were in good shape. We obviously had onatse, the governor, Ken Curtis became
governor so we had the governor. And we were mowiteg and | believe, yes, we did end up
controlling both the house and the senate. Andvaatthe first time, | guess that was the first
time in Maine that it happened. So we had thelggreaf the house and the president of the
senate and so on. So the party was really, becdible senator's work as he ran his various
campaigns and all, we became the dominant partythatiwas at that time. So it was a, it was
different than it had been for several years.

AL: Yeah, and are you still at all involved in Derattic politics at the Maine state level?

BC: No, because we don't live here anymore. Wenwyefirst moved to Arizona, we got
right into the local Democratic thing, and then laeked at each other one day and said, “What
in the world are we doing this for?” We've beenehaliready and we really don't need this.” And
Arizona politics is nothing that particularly inésted us so we no longer are what | would call
active. What we do is vote, that's about it.

AL: So how long were you involved at the statell@ev®élaine politics?

BC: | was involved until | went on the bench whiohyiously that was no longer possible
after that, so twenty-three, twenty-four years.

AL: Until like '80-?

BC: Eighty-four, yeah.

AL: -Four. And how long were you on the bench?

BC: Ten years.

AL: Ten years, okay.

BC: You have to be on the bench for ten years doir pension to vest. And so at the end of

the ten years, | was older than many when | went was fifty-three or four when | went on the
bench, so | was older than many anyway and tersyeas plenty. | mean, | loved the work but
| still, I also wanted to have some retirement, sodlid my wife, and we happily retired on the

same day.

AL: I'minterested, any recollections you havetoriss of your time in Maine politics in
general, or areas that | haven't asked about teahould talk about?

BC: Well, I don’t, I don't know. It was an extrelpexciting time to be in Maine politics
because the senator was becoming so prominenhaf§ioAnd we went through the '68



election where he ran for vice president. It wais/\exciting because we had, like on election
eve or election night for instance, there were ngeaple from all over the place in Waterville,
Maine. And you had to have special little collants to get into the motel where everybody
was staying and so on. It was, | was excited.

And it became obvious that the senator was goingridor president. That obviously was
exciting. We all went over to New Hampshire andhkeal in the primary for varying periods of
time. And the whole thing went to hell, and nobadyld quite understand it. And not too long
ago, before the senator died obviously, | was nglko him about it and he doesn't really know
what happened either. | mean, you know, for instan Massachusetts, he had the endorsement
of every single prominent Democrat that there wéte holders and others, and the whole

thing just fell apart.

One of the incredible things of American politicghink, how McGovern; of course they made
the rules, he was chairman of the rules commifiee.they made the rules and then had the
sense to follow them and to take advantage of tednbuild the kind of organization that those
rules allowed them to build. Somehow or other vegenall lagging behind. Actually, I've
always felt if Dick Dubord had still been alivethat time, things might have been different.

AL: Interms of an advisor to Senator Muskie?

BC: Yeah, yeah, yeah. | think the senator trubtedabsolutely and completely, and knew
that Dick had no other agenda other than beingsistance to him, and wasn't looking for
anything. And those people are kind of rare td fimpolitics. Anyway, so it was at that period
of time, that eight, ten years was very, very exgitvery exciting time to be a Maine Democrat
‘cause not only were we beginning to control tleestbut then we had this national figure. It
was fun to know somebody that you were reading thiod seeing on the news. Just like we
know George Mitchell and all and see him and, yoovk it's that same kind of thing. Maine
has just been incredibly fortunate with the pedbé they've had in politics. Both parties. |
mean, Billy Cohen and Margaret Chase Smith, thateenand George, you know. It's a great
state to be involved in politics.

AL: Yes, because everybody knows everybody.

BC: Yeah, that's true, | think that's what makesoitmuch, right.

AL: That's one thing that makes it, yeah.

BC: Right, you go to other states and, if you saytlsing to people, or somehow it comes out
that you were talking to the governor or someththgy just can't believe that, such a thing that

they would just, you know. It's so commonplace faere you do know everybody.

AL: Now you must have observed George Mitchell senat during that time period? Wasn't
he becoming involved in state politics?



BC: True, yeah.
AL: What are your memories of first seeing Georglsow he developed over the years?

BC: Well, let's see. | guess we first met Geovgeeyented an apartment from his brother,
Swisher, and his wife in Waterville when we firainte there, that's where we lived for a couple
of years. We met George several times duringgbabd. At that time he had, he was out of
law school and he had gone to work for Muskie. nThdon't really remember what happened to
him in the immediate years after that.

The next time | really remember much about himlewhe ran for governor, and | spent the
last three weeks of that campaign driving Georgera. The family was extremely anxious to
have somebody that they all knew be with Georgthaltime. | don't know if they thought he
was going to do something crazy or what, but, emk some time off from work and did that.
And that of course, that was a really crushing aefie me. We thought we had that won. So did
George. And this independent came from more @resvhere and won, that was tough. And
then George became the federal judge, and got r@ijgpidio the senate when Muskie became
secretary of state.

AL: When he lost the governor's race, was theteage in him? Did he really just drop out
of politics for a while and take the and sort of?

BC: Well, that's what happened. | don't think naéipthe ever dropped out of politics. And |
don't think that he really, | mean he enjoyed beairigderal judge, there's nothing not to enjoy
about that, really. But he felt very lonely and off from people because you just, his old
friends didn't feel they could call him up to hduach and everything and whatnot. So | don't
think he enjoyed it that much in that sense. Ahdonirse, it wasn't too long after they
governor's race that he and his wife separateé. n8tier liked politics at all, and so it just wasn'
a, it wasn't a good match. But then | think he delgghted when Joe Brennan appointed him to
the Senate. Very interesting, that whole thingalise Brennan had run against Mitchell for the
nomination for governor.

AL: And Brennan's marriage ended shortly afteraice as well.

BC: Oh yeah, that's true, yeah. Politics is nogsdnot make for great marriages a lot of times,
you know, really.

AL: It's tough.

BC: So, anyway, George went to the Senate. Attilmat, my wife Nancy was one of the
people who was under consideration by Brennan'gledor that appointment, but never, | don't
think it was really close. | mean I, George washsan obvious choice, and the obvious person
who had a chance to win in the next couple of yaheselection came up just | think two years
after he'd been appointed.



AL: Yeah, it was right in the middle.

BC: And it was by no means a sure thing. In faetgolls all showed that George would lose
by a lot, and he just made it all up by doing wiatlways does which is work just terribly hard.
And then when he became majority leader, thatadaig event. We went down and watched
that, although actually there is no real instadlatibut we watched him his first day as majority
leader and all and that was great. We went dowim tiee family. We were always pretty close
to his brother and his wife, Swisher.

AL: Johnny?
BC: Yeah.

AL:  So my next question, do you still have, are gtlliclose to the family and still in touch
with George?

BC: We're still in touch, but close would probably stretching things a bit at this point. |
mean George has a new family and a whole newtifeadi, and we're just away. So we don't
really see Swisher and his wife or any of the ctheiless we happen to be here for some event
that takes place. | have a totally other conneatrih Senator Muskie that at some we
probably, might be good to get into.

AL: Okay, go right ahead.
BC: It's not political.
AL: ldon't know what it is, so you tell me.

BC: Okay, I'll tell you. For ten years, a compaajled the Pittston Company attempted to get
the necessary permits to build an oil refinery astport, Maine. And | represented the Pittston
Company, | and a lawyer from Verrill, Dana in Panitl, and also we had a lawyer from
Washington, D.C. And from the very beginning ddttproject, one of the questions was, “What
will Senator Muskie have to say about this?” Asdfze designated Republican in this group, |
mean Democrat in this group, | was of course thiegrewho was to talk with him and convince
him that this was the greatest thing and so fanthso on.

So | had a lot of meetings with him in Washingtowl & Maine during that period of time,
which would have been from about '72 to '82, orewairere in there. And from the very
beginning, | told my client that there was no wiaig guy is going to support this thing, | just
know he isn't. I've known him long enough to knasvi$n't going to do that. Well, they said,
“Then maybe you could at least convince him thash®uldn't oppose it.” And | thought, ‘that's
fair enough’. And the senator, during all that¢gimever said that he was for it or that he was
opposed to it. In all that ten year time, | con&lVer get him to actually say. And | used to tell
him, “You know, senator, if you are against thigttif you tell me that, I'll tell the company and
that may well be the end of it.” Well, he obviousligin't want to be the person responsible for



that project going down because it had some suppdfaine.

Finally, I got him to agree to a meeting with tleldw who was carrying the ball for the Pittston
Company, a guy named A. F. Kaulakis. In fact, t geswv him a couple weeks ago, an old man
now but -

AL: Do you know how to spell his last name?

BC: K-A-U-L-A-K-I-S, Kaulakis. So we went to Waslgton for this big meeting, this was
going to be when Kaulakis was going to really mhisepitch to Ed Muskie and everything. So
we got there and Muskie said, “l want to take yomewhere other than my, than this office.”
And he took us to his Capitol hideaway office. Ahdre for the next three hours or so, we
watched a slide show of the beauties of Campolb&bmd and the beauties of that whole area of
ocean there, and Muskie would say, “Now see howtifeathat is, how pristine it is and all.”
And that was it. And he said, “I thank you very mudor coming,” and that. And Corky looked

at me, he said, “Well, what was that all about8aid, “Well, if you didn't understand it, | know
that's pretty obvious to me that he's saying, Itdeant no oil tankers up in that area.” That was
the last big pitch that we tried to make.

But the senator and | had some very explosive vgaqarobably heard that the senator did have a
temper, during the time particularly when he waseahat younger. Nancy will tell you about
his mellowness when she started working with hBat one time in particular, | remember, the
Campobello Commission, of which he was the vicaraddang with somebody from Canada,
was meeting, and we thought this would be a gmneet to make some kind of a presentation and
see if we could convince them that maybe this wkidleg was a great idea. And this was a
mammoth project, you know, forty five hundred pe&opikere going to be working in,

constructing this thing and so forth. And we wiereging in these huge tankers, | mean really
big super tankers. So we wanted to get some Kiachearing before the commission, and the
answer was no, there isn't going to be any hearrgl we figured the answer came from
Muskie actually.

So we put out of course a press release sayindnénatwe are trying to build this great thing for
Maine, and we can't even get a hearing beforedhmpobello Commission. The phone rang in
my office, and it was Senator Muskie. In factdidn't even have anybody place the call for
him, so | immediately knew this was a little unusuand for quite a while I sat with the phone
somewhere out here while he went up one side acdmdedown the other. And basically his
message was, “You want a hearing? We'll give ybaaing.”

The other time that the senator and | had a bigrmuand this was with Nancy also really, he,
when he was in the Senate he sent out to varioydgea huge coffee table book on the beauties
of Washington, D.C., all the monuments and evenghit was a fabulous book. And | don't
remember what was going on right at that time thete was something going on that various
people who didn't have anything were trying togmhething, and Nancy and | sent the book
back with a letter saying that it seemed strangestthat the United States government can
spend this kind of money on this kind of a thingl aend it out to God knows how many



thousands of people for nothing, when there'shalwork that needs to be done, that that money
could better be used for. Kind of a juvenile thibgt nevertheless we did.

Well, that was okay, except that the next day wekdyeone of our many Pittston hearings, and |
was telling somebody about it, about the fact Neatcy and | had received this book and we had
sent it back because we didn't think it. Unbekndwmsne, a young woman by the name of
Phyllis Austin, who was a, the chief reporter floe Maine Times was overhearing what | was
saying. She went and called up Muskie's officetimget a comment on the fact that Bruce
Chandler and his wife had sent back this book. W@e. This time it wasn't a phone call, it

was only a letter, but oh, that letter was tertibderible. And anybody, nobody in that office
would speak to me for quite a while. | couldn't geybody to understand that | hadn't really fed
this story to the newspaper, | was, it was jusig that we felt anyway, so that was personal,
but.

We were in Philadelphia for some American Bar Agsitan affair, but this was really after, this
was after that and it was after | had had any abntéh the senator at all for quite a while and |
felt that things were really pretty bad between Asd a fellow in Maine who was active in the
ABA decided that Philadelphia would be a good placmake peace between the Chandlers and
Senator Muskie, so he arranged for a dinner ofgyssNancy and I, and Muskie and him. This
guy is now the president of ABA, Bob Hirshon.

And so we went to a restaurant and it was like ingthad ever happened. In fact, Muskie
pretended that he didn't even know who Arnold FulKkis was, and basically had never heard
of the Pittston Company. And that's | guess wieathiought of the whole thing. But during the
course of the meal in some nice Philadelphia reatduwe got onto the subject of Jack Kennedy
having appointed his brother as Attorney Generhiciv| didn't realize was a real sore spot for
Muskie. He just thought it was terrible, just alvfu

AL:  Because of nepotism?

BC: Yeah, exactly, exactly, and it was settingecpdent that could be followed and so on.
Now, Nancy and | are both big admirers of Bobby keaty and, but Nancy really got into it
with him, and the more they got into it, the higties pitch came until it was just like the old
Muskie. He was roaring at the top of his voiceloh't think anybody in the restaurant knew
what we were talking about, but they sure knewelvegsis some big guy over there who was
very, very angry.

AL: So who won?

BC: Hey, listen, he always won as far as | know.

AL:  When you moved, you moved from Waterville auChina?

BC: Yes, we did.



AL: On the lake, or in town?

BC: Well, we were across the street from the lakel, we had an old farm on sixty-five acres
of land. It was exactly the kind of thing we wathte own when we decided to come to Maine.

AL: And what year was that that you moved there?
BC: Thatwas in 1964, June of 1964.
AL:  And -

BC: The story was, of course, that | had lost tlagonal race in '63 so | immediately left town,
moved to China.

AL: Now, were the Muskies still spending their susnsron China Lake at that time?
BC: Idon'tthink so.
AL: | was just wondering if you got, you interacsatially.

BC: No, no we didn't, we didn't, no, | think hiswga, | think they had sold their camp at that
time for elsewhere.

AL: Is there anything that | haven't asked you yoatthink we should add to this record
today?

BC: Idon'treally think so. I really think thataNcy will have more interesting things to talk
about.

AL: Allright.

BC: Because, other than politics actually, a withiierent phase of Senator. Oh, | do
remember that that same night in Philadelphiaftdisw had arranged for a limousine to pick us
all up. And I was riding in the limousine to piak the senator at his hotel and went in and
called his room, and got this extremely, obvioyskt out of a dead sleep voice. And I said,

“Mr. Secretary, your car is awaiting.” He says, ‘NVgou're awful early, aren't you?” And |

said, “Well, no actually, we're right on time.” “@r-r, grumble, grumble, grumble, grumble.”
And he finally came downstairs and showed up, bait fied me to ask him what, which title did
he prefer to have people use with him, secretasenator? And he went into a long explanation
that of course secretary of state really was abate United States senator, but he said, “The
proudest thing I've ever done is being electechbypeople of Maine to be a senator, so anybody
who wants to call me senator, that's fine with n8o"that's what | always called him after.

AL: Great, well thank you very much.



BC: You're certainly welcome.

End of Interview
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