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Douglass College CAELLIAN
questions gnd.gnswers ’
revisedraft/DEN/12 May 1971

1. What is your reaction to the outcome of the Calley triaql?
Do you feel the president has a right to intervene under
such circumstances?

I was- distressed that an American officer had
been charged and found guilty of murdering defenceless
Vietnamese men, women and children. This is a hord blow for
a society which has proclaimed the sanctity of life. TQ@ 5
triol carried with it not only questions of personal guilt,
but grave questions about the war. in Indochina and what we
are doing to ourselves ond to the pecple of that area by our

continued prosecution of the war,

Lieutenant Calley’s guilt or innocence was a
matter TOr thHe JUFY oF HiE pEers t5 UGtermine. —He was Tound
~guilty by that jury, and now his case has been appealed. 1
do not think any one of us should do or say anything to
throw the 7airness of the original trial or the appeals
proceéhre into jJeopardy. That is why I have been criticol
of Prasident Nixon's actions in the case, As Commander in
Chief of the Armed Forces the President has the ultimate power
of review, He did not need to assert that right following
“"the initial verdict. By his announcement he suggested, whether
he intended to do so or not, that he was prejudging the merits
of the case. By so doing he undermined "the integrity of the )
judicial procedure. : ’
2. If you were president, what would be the first thing

you would change in this country, and how would you go
about it?

It I were president, today, 1 would move to end
the war in Indochina by announcing our intention to withdrow
our tropps by the end of this year. That is the only way to
end the fighting and the killing, ond to lay the groundwork for
negotiations to B}ing home our men who are prisoners and to insure
the safe withdrawal of our forces,
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Ending the war in Indochina and ending the arms
race are two of the most impontant steps to be taken to release
our resources for the tasks of restoring the health of our own
society and meeting the obligations of building a peaceful world.
Most Americans w;nt to be reassured about the values of a
democratic society, and they recognize the importance of change
to achieve the promise of a democratic society. Even as we
move to end the war and the arms race we need to be busy expanding
educational and job opportunities, to insure every American an
equal change to achieve his or her potential. We need to turn
the économy around, to invest more in education, health services,
housing, public transportation, and environmental improvement
programs, We need to feed hungry children, reduce the threat
of crime and violence, and insure equality of Justide, W&
need to make government ond private institutions work for people
. and not manipulate them, N

B We can't ochieve all those changes overnight, but
we can begin; and we can best begin with an offirmative step
toward peace. '

3. In line with the feminist movement which has been hard felt
at Douglass, to what extent do you think women should be
liberated?

 XI'm never quite sure what is, meant when individuals
ask "to what extent® they should be liberated., If, by your
questibn. you mean to ask whether I would support the removal

‘of barriers to equal opportunity for women in education, jobs

and pay, ond the elimination of discrimination against women,

my answer is, "yes,"

4. Have you definitely decided to run for president in °'727

When will you know for sure?

. I haven't decided, and I don't know when that

decision will be.madé; Much remains to be done before that

decision can be made, '
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S. During your “off duty"hours in washington. what do
you most like to_do?

There are very few “off duty® hours in Washington
these days. When 1 am free, I like to spend time with my wife
and chiltdren, to relax at golf, to work in my garden, or to
read. ‘

rd

6. Whot is the role of the media today? Do you feel 1t
is. treating you fairly?

The role of the media today is to inform, by
accurate and vigorous reporting, by thoughtful commentary,
and by the presentotion of differing views. The techniques
are differcent from those of the eighteenth ond nineteenth
cenfury press ahd'magazines.'but tﬁe role is the same,

The impact of the media on individual citizens is
enormous. That underscores the noed to reaffirm the fundamental
values'of a free and vigorous press,.including radio, television,
newspapers ond magazines, A democracy cannot survive without
an informed citizenry, and citizens cannot be informed without
a free press. A free pross will not always be right, and it
will not always be fair, but its continued exercise of the
freedom of inquiry and reporting will insure the opportunity -
for individual citizens to find the truth and to make fair

Judgments.,
.
I do not agree always with what the news media

say about me, or don't say about me., That is true even in

cases where they praise me. So long as I am in public life

I expect a certain tension will exist between me and the press,
That is natural and it is healthy; it keeps both of us on our
toegs. That, after all, is what the electorate needs ond deserves.
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Te- wWhat do you think of todoy's concept of education? ;

How and by whom should students who create disturbances
be dealt with? €. :

1 ho;e not dotected any single concept of education
as I have traveled around the country. In fact, I have .the
impression of a tremendous ferment over the objectivgs pf education,
Some see our schools and universities as training grounds for
better iobs; others see them agﬁlaces for individual fulfillment}
still others see them as centers for sociol change. To a greater
- or lesser degree, this has always been true of our institutions
of higher learning. There is nothing wrong in the controversy
over those diffarent views, so.long as it does not-ledd to
the intolerant imposition of one view,

Expanding educational opportunities for more
individuals must, of necessity, lead to a greater variety of
educational experience, That calls for more flexibility and
self=-discipline for college administrators and faculty. and .
for students. Intellectual freedom cannot flourish in an
atmOSphere of disruption, fear or repression. '

Pisturbances on the campuses should be dealt with, .
wherever'possible. within the campuses. , The ideal discipiine_
would come from the gtudents themselves, Failing that, whare
the rights of others are thigititened, the school administration
must act. Civil authorities should be involved only in those
cases where public laws are being violated, and where internal
discipline is no longer sugfficient.

8. Many people have a ¥illainous picture in their minds of what
a politician is like. How do you conquer that image aond what

is it that keeps you going in your 1ncrousingly unpopular
profession? _

The politicél profession has nlwoys been the subject
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of suspicion and derision. It is made more difficult today
by the feeling of despair over the capacity of our democratic
system to meet the needs of its citizons,

I view the challenge for a politician not as a
need to restore the politicion's image, but to restore faith/
in the domocratic system by helping to make it work. That
cannot be done by cheap rhetoric and compaign promises. It
cannot be done by selling candidates as media commodities.
It cannot be done by using political office to appeal to the
worst that is in people.

I believe Americans want their political leaders
to listen, to be responsive to the real needs of their
‘constituents, and to work with their constituents in solving
the problems of our soéiety. They are tired of endless verbal
duels which reflect no policies, but the calculus of re-election
campaigns. Most important, I believe Americans waht leaders
who will inspire them and will give them vision. To try to
provide that kind of leadership is challenge and motivation

enough. -
9, Whether you run for president or hot, who would you
choose as your vice-president if you had your.
« choice of anyone?

That is, as President Roosevelt would say, a “"very
~ 4ffy" question. He wouldn't anewer such questions, aond I think
I should follow his example, 2y

10, To many college students, there is no end to the world's
problems. Since it will be our world soon, the problems
included, could you tell us what problems you think should
be.given priority and any suggestions you have for us
to bogin solving them?
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I suspect there will never bo an end to the world's

problems. If there were, then the world would have arrived at
a state of equilibrium, where there is no life, That is not

to say that we should not try to solve our problems; it is only
to say that we should not be discouraged that we cannot solve
them all, or that we con avoid crecting some new problems, -

As I indicated in an earlier answer, I believe the
first problem for us to try to solve is the war in Indochina,’

We also hast begin to halt the arms race, and to turn men and
women's energies to the tasks of peaceful development.

__At_home we have the problems of health, housing.

malnutrition, environmental protection, hducation, public

safety, urban and rural de¢ay, and the underlying problem of
- unequal opportunity.

‘..

Before you can begin to tackle theseoproblems effectively,

you must develop qualities of self=discipline, courage and .
perserverance, learn the skills to persuade others, and
expand your cobucity to understand.and relate to others-in

‘our society. Witk that as a start, and with a willingness to

work, you can moke freedom work.

11. A large issue on campus has been whether to extend our

now 12 hour male visitation pol:cy to 24 hours. How do :
you feel about establishing a 24 hour vis;ting policy in .
an all woman's institution?
Having expressed my support for on&ing discrimination
against women, I would not presume to turn around and propose
codes of behavior for them, or involve myself in their decision-moking

about personal privileges on their campuses,
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