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Transcript

Greg Beam: The date today is August the 10th, 2000 andish@&eg Beam, and I’'m here with
Bert Clifford at the Unity Telephone Company in tyniMaine. To begin, could you please
state your full name and spell it?

Bert Clifford: My full name is Bert G. Clifford, and Bert isedfed B-E-R-T. And my middle
initial is G., because | have a grandson named @édford also, and my last name is Clifford,
C-L-I-F-F-O-R-D.

GB: And when and where were you born?

BC: I was born in Troy, Maine about four miles up tiead towards Bangor.

GB: I see, and did you grow up in Troy?

BC: No, | moved to Unity when | was four years @dd I've lived in Unity all my life, the
rest of my life, okay?

GB: Oh wow. And what were your parents’ names?

BC: My parents’, my father's name was Bert Warrdiff@d, and my mother was Mamie
Izora Clifford.

GB: And what were their occupations?

BC: Well my father was a farmer, he was just a g@rfarmer. He raised a few dairy cows
and dried beans and potatoes. And he worked iwtioels a lot. He used to, he used to deal in



stove wood for, and junk wood, for the fireplaced atoves for the local people. And so | grew
up more in or less working in the woods drivingearh for my dad, okay? A big pair of draft
horses. No, they was just general farmers, okay?

GB: Isee. Is Unity a, has it been primarily ani@gtural community?

BC: Yes it has, and the main crop here for a lamg was dairy and forestry products. And
today the dairy has more or less gone by the waysbigt there’s still a lot of forestry products
and there’s still quite a few farmers still leftreen Unity.

GB: About how big was the town of Unity when yourevgrowing up, how many people lived
here?

BC: Well, the town of Unity, to the amazement dbiaof people, was quite large when | was
growing up. It had up to twenty-four, twenty-fiteyenty-six hundred people. And then the
population decreased, and it went down as low astaddeven hundred, but now it's back up to
around twenty one hundred now, okay, and growing.

GB: What caused the decrease in the population?

BC: [Ijust think that the farms decreased and yqewple moved away. And a lot of the local,
like grist mills and lumber mills and things likeat just closed down, okay, there was nothing
here for young people to stay here for.

GB: Around what time was that?

BC: Oh, thisis, ohin the, in the 1915 to 1940that area.

GB: Did the Depression have an impact on the tofauinity?

BC: Oh yes, it definitely did, yes it did. | guakg wasn't for, if we hadn’t been farmers so
that we kept a lot of things in the cellar and dltté to live on, it would have been a very hard
time, okay. | can remember at nighttime on Surelagning we’d have white rice and raisins
with the cream and sugar from the cows, okay? Shadl'we had for dinner.

GB: |see. Do you recall, were your parents irgi=e in politics or active politically at all?
BC: No, my father was not. My father was a per@ was in love with his animals and the
farm, and he didn’t socialize very much. He staymx$tly to the farm and his animals and his
family. But my mother, my mother was a little different. She wasn’t in politics or anything
like that, but she did join the Eastern Star amdRlbeccas and she was quite involved in that,
okay?

GB: | see, and what were your family’s pol-, I'nTsg religious beliefs?

BC: We're Protestant, and we always have been &tewte And we went to, when we were



small children my father and mother went to thetYhinion Church here in Unity. And that is
where | and my three sisters went to Sunday schoolwe was brought up here. | still attend
the Unity Union Church here in Union.

GB: Are there, is the community predominantly Pstaat?

BC: Yesitis, yesitis. We have a few Jewishif@sin town, we have a few Catholic people
in town, but the majority, I'm going to say eiglityeighty five percent are Protestant, yes.

GB: I see, and did you go to schools right herdnity?

BC: Yesldid, | attended eight grades here inyYrahd then | walked across the road and
went to high school for four years right here initynAnd | graduated from Unity High School
in 1938.

GB: So it probably still doesn’t have those highaals around here I'd imagine.

BC: The buildings are still here, okay? The gramsthool is used for a storage and
maintenance building, and the high school thatntwe is the School District Three
superintendent’s office now.

GB: And what kind of things were you interestedhitigh school?

BC: Well, truthfully, | was interested in baseballimber one, and | guess maybe in high
school girls was second, okay? But | loved to fdageball, and I'd rather play baseball than
eat, okay? And | played a lot of baseball in reghool, and | played a little semi pro ball after |
got out of high school. But after | got marriedldrad a couple children and my wife decided
that | had better stay home and take care of tindyfa

GB: Sois that what you did right after high schqdyed semi pro ball?

BC: Well, just on weekends, that’s all, okay? Nght after high school | went to a, oh, a

little accounting school down in Gardiner, Maindlexdthe Kennebec School of Commerce.

And it was a school where you could go as fastoaswanted to. And | went three or four
months in the wintertime. | went during the dayd éimen they had a night school, and | went
right back and went to night school too, and Idiv@d the two year course really in, oh, less than
six months. And then | went to work for the Mai@entral Railroad as a night stock clerk there,
and | worked from twelve o’clock at night until s#vo’clock in the morning.

GB: That must have been a rough experience.

BC: It was kind of rough because | was still hefpmy father on the farm and | was working
with my dad during the day. I'd go to bed abouéfo’clock, my mother would wake me up at
eleven o’clock, and I'd drive to Waterville and Mebrk from twelve to seven. But it went on
quite a while, and | was working for the Maine GahRailroad when the. | was working one
weekend and | came out of work and, Sunday afteradout three o’clock, and turned on my



car radio to come home, and that's when | heardiaBearl Harbor. That's when WWII broke
out and | knew very shortly that | would have toigm the service and | wanted to go into the
service.

And | didn’t want to go into the Army, so | decid#étht | would enlist in the Navy. And | went

up and took my exam, and during the exam they fawid had a deviated septum in my left
nostril, and | couldn’t breathe. And the Navy wautcaccept me. And they said the Army

would take me and fix my nostril after | got in,dansaid no thanks. And | asked them if they
would give me thirty days to get my nose fixed, &mely couldn’t believe that | would go and
have it done on my own and, but they gave me thliatys. And | came home and my mother
called a Dr. Hill in Waterville. And we went in tmext morning and he operated on and
straightened my nose, which had been broken fiwegj and then | went back and enlisted in the
Navy. And | spent, lacking two months of being fgears in the Navy.

GB: Where were you stationed?

BC: Well, | was stationed in Arlington, Virginiarfa while and, at the Navy annex, and | was
stationed in Beaver Tail, Rhode Island at a ratiios right off from Quonset Point. And then

| was transferred onto the U.S.S. Intrepid, a Cyvilich was an aircraft carrier and | spent
time on that. And then | was transferred from thiedpid to the Antietam, which was another
aircraft carrier, okay? And that was what | waslomas just outside of Tokyo Bay when the
war ended in 1942, in August 1942, ‘45 rather, $onry.

GB: Did it have an impact on you, being in theysey in the Navy?

BC: Well, I guess the biggest impact was that wiHeft to go in the Navy I did not want to
come back to the farm, okay? All | could remembdong hours and no pay, and | says,
“There’s got to be a better way of living in somaththan to work on a farm.” But it didn’t take
me very long to, in the Navy, to find out that faem wasn’t the worst place in the world. And
not having any brothers | decided that | guesbé&tter come home and take care of my mother
and father and, which | did, after the servicearhe right home and worked for my dad. And
then | started my own dairy herd, and | kept tratydherd up until 1963.

GB: And what did you do at that point?

BC: Well, in 1963, well, before 1963, when | waswing up, | lived just inside the two mile
area and they, the town had a ruling that anybadudly hved within two miles had to walk to
school. Anybody outside of two miles could rideabschool bus. So | walked to school every
night and morning for twelve years. And | got #ditupset with the children that rode on the
school bus because they’d kind of wave at me wiveasl walking and they went by. And |
made up my mind then if | ever had a chance teedsigchool bus that I'd pick up any kid that
had ambition enough to get outside in the road,lahpick him up and I'd take him home,
okay?

So once | got out of the service, | got out of skevice in October, and the next September the
superintendent of schools and a school member gameny dooryard one day and wanted to



know if | still wanted to drive a school bus, anskid, “Yes, | would.” And to make a long story
short, | bought a school bus, and | drove the sdba® for sixteen years. And twelve of those
years of the sixteen that | drove, | also haulaedkemn, baby chicks, in the school bus from. I'd
get up in the morning, milk my cows, take the Kiolschool, go from the school to the hatchery,
local hatchery,unintelligible word) hatchery in Unity, and load up anywhere fromttesusand

to twenty three thousand chickens in the new boxesthe school bus and deliver them to
farmers in central Maine and go home, take the kaitse, go home, milk the cows and go to
bed. Okay, so, that was my day for a long time.

GB: Wow, that's interesting. So were you politigalctive during that time, from after you
got out of the service through when you were adviyv@r?

BC: Well, right after | got out of the service, riojks had always leaned towards the
Democratic Party and so | had leaned that way riy&etl | guess the turning point was, when |
went to drive the school bus | needed thirty-foundired dollars to buy the school bus, and |
went to the local banker who was a staunch Repaliand he refused to lend me the thirty-four
hundred dollars. And I guess that was the turpimigt there that | made up my mind that |
would be, dedicate my life to helping the clasp@bple that needed a helping hand, okay? And
| thought the Republican Party didn’t represent tigpe of person.

So in the meantime, when | was growing up, afgotlout of the service, | met a young lawyer
in Waterville called Ed Muskie. And we got very cbene very good friends and he got me
interested in the Democratic Party. And the Dentsanaasn’t very popular in the town of Unity,
my hometown. There was very few of us. And s@bdton the Democratic committee in my
local town for years, and become chairman of trerdbérom Unity, and that’s how | got
involved in the Democratic Party.

GB: So how exactly did you meet Ed Muskie, do yemember the circumstances?

BC: No, I just don't quite. | think we, the DemotcaParty, was having a field day somewhere
and, and | know one field day very particular twathad in Unity at Windemere Park. And it
was the time when Frank Coffin was running for #fice. And Frank Coffin was from

Aroostook County and very well liked, and we wast jsitting up there. And we were sitting at a
table, and Frank Coffin had a habit of smoking@ephe had an old corncob pipe he always had
stuck in his mouth. And Ed Muskie looked at Fraaukg he said, “My God, Frank, take that
damn pipe out of your mouth,” he said, “if you waebple to vote for you,” he said, “they

aren’t going to vote for that pipe.” So | nevergot that as a young man, okay? And Frank
Coffin went on to become quite a leader in the Denaiiic Party. And | guess that's one of the
first recollections | had of Ed Muskie.

And then one other time at, at, as | was growinghupy hometown, we had a post office right

on Main Street. And the post office had no backrdust a front door, and all the mail had to be
lugged through the front door, and the mail truakl ko stop out on the main road. And it held

up traffic while it was unloading and loading thaim Also, it didn’t have no running water, no
restrooms in it. And the postmaster was a manhisuassistant was a woman, and they had to go
across the street to a gas station to use th@oestiokay? So | said to myself, | said, “You



know, it would be awful nice if Unity had a new paosfice.” So | saw Ed Muskie and | said,
“Ed, how do | get a new post office down in UnityPle says, “Well, fill out an application,”
okay? And he said, “I'll send you the applicatioBo he sent me the application and | filled it
out and, and | went to the dem-, the postal rdatesnan and, with my ideas. And they had a
form that they wanted a post office to be buili dwlidn’t like the, it looked just like an
ordinary building. And | wanted to make somethingtée bit fancier for my town, so | went to
the real estate person and convinced him thatutdhge extra money in to build a post office if
they’d let me build it the way | wanted to buildaind they agreed. And the next thing that
happened that an announcement come out in the Baager that Unity had been awarded a
new post office, and Bert Clifford was going to stract it, okay? And people were very
surprised in the town of Unity, and that's how v gur first new post office with running
water, with bathrooms and plenty of parking, thito&g Muskie.

GB: And | imagine that helped you get your feet agt business man or -?

BC: Well, it got me interested in my hometown; ot gne interested in the Democratic Party.
And then down the road a little bit | got involvedthe telephone business. | was farming at the
time and | had a gentleman call me one morningveantted to know if he could come down and
talk to me. And this was a Sunday morning and | iwdke barn at the time, my wife come over
and told me. And | said, “If he wants to come daafter | get out of the barn at night time,” |
says, “I'll be very happy to talk to him.” BecauSanday morning is, | went to church on
Sunday mornings, which I still do, and | liked fmesd the afternoon on the children because like
| said, | was driving a school bus, milking cowsdalelivering chickens. And | didn’t have
much chance to stay with my children, and so Idik@ stay and have a picnic with my kids on
Sunday afternoon. So he came down that Sundayadfte, that evening, and he wanted to
know if I'd be interested in buying some stock inity Telephone Co. And my answer was, hell
no, | don’t want nothing to do with the telephomenpany because it didn’'t have a very good
name. And it had ten people on the line, nobodyccose a telephone, nobody could use a line,
nobody could get the telephone if they wantedntl bdidn’t think it was a very good
opportunity. But to make a long story short, rt&td the day after Labor Day that year buying
stock in Unity Telephone Co., and on the 21st dadquil 1963, | acquired fifty one percent of
the stock of Unity Telephone Co. So, from goirgnira person that hated to talk on the
telephone, | all of a sudden owned the telephongpemy, okay? And so | got into the
telephone business.

And while | was in the telephone business, whilak working in the telephone business | got
another call from a man named Larry Chattow frorar@r, Maine. And he was the executive
director from, of the ASCS committee in the stdt®aine, and he wanted to know if he could
come down and talk to me and | said, “Sure, comdaywm.” So he came down and his proposal
was that the Democratic Party had chosen me théstate chairman of the ASCS committee.
And, this was under Secretary of Agriculture Albdertemontgic Orville Freeman] okay? And
this was when John F. Kennedy was the presideat;DkAnd of course | was a very staunch
admirer of John F. Kennedy, | thought he was just of the finest young men that | had known
for a long time. And so | accepted the nominatiod it was an honor, and | served almost five
years as the state chairman, okay? It was aifum tbkay, and Larry Chattow taught me a lot,
and | traveled quite a little bit with the company.



And at the same time the position for postmasterecap in my hometown. And | took the exam
and | come out on top of the exam and, but theyahading at that time that they could take any
one of the top three, okay, if they wanted, ok@y®l at the time the political party that was in
power at the present had the right to choose. Glai(ennedy was president, and | was still
chairman of the ASCS committee, and | liked theyjeby much. And so | contacted Ed Muskie
and | said, “Ed,” | said, “gee, | don’t know whatvant to do, I'd like to stay with the ASCS.”
But | still, | had served as an RFD catrrier for, nobw I'd had almost seventeen, eighteen years
in, okay, as aunintelligible word) carrier towards my retirement, and | needed tvooenyears

to retire. So | said, “I need that post office jolretire,” okay? He says, “Well,” he said, “just
stay on the ASCS and appoint your wife as a temmpgastmaster.” And being chairman of the
Democratic Party in the whole town | took the adage of the privilege, and | appointed my
wife as the assistant postmaster, okay? So shiedsewo and a half years, and finally one day |
got a call one afternoon from Senator Muskie. Addskid that, “Bert,” he says, “we played the
game long enough,” he says, “the Republican peaq@egiving me a hard time now,” he says,
“you either got to accept the post mastership we giup, okay, one or the other.” So | said,
“Well,” | said, “at this time now there’s not chei¢ | said, “I'll take the post office and let go.”
We let my wife go and | took over as postmastédavember of 1965. And | served postmaster
until March of ‘77 and | retired with twenty-six ges in the postal service and four years in the
Navy for thirty years, okay, so. So I've had quiteew contacts with Ed Muskie, and he’s
helped me a lot in life. And | was so sorry whemnwas running for president that the situation
happened in New Hampshire that did, okay, and, usscathink he would have made a fine
president, | really do.

GB: Did you keep up a lot of close contact with hymu know, that you would call him up
when you needed advice on something, did it hapgdetf

BC: Not alot as a lot of people do it, okay, biew | got into a situation that | needed some
good advice. | didn’t bother Ed, you know, but pken contact with him all the time. | kept his
picture around all the time. He was a good manherstate of Maine, he did an awful lot for the
state of Maine. And of course through him | mev&aor Curtis which | respect very, very
highly. And Governor Curtis and | shared a goodrfdship for all, long years and we still do,
we still do.

GB: Now | understand -

BC: I still got a dollar that I won from Governouf@is when we played golf one day, and I've
got it framed, framedugintelligible phrase).

GB: Really? Now, I understand that you campaigoed/uskie early on, back in the fifties?

BC: Ohyes, yes|did, yes | did, yeah, becaukeught he was, | thought he was the best
thing that had happened to the state of Maine fong, long time.

GB: So you were excited to hear when he, that leraraning for governor?



BC: Oh absolutely, absolutely.

GB: Now, being from a strongly Republican town isteongly Republican state, did you
really think that he stood a chance to win thatryea

BC: Truthfully? No, I didn’t think he had a chartcewin. But | was delirious when he did
win, | was, | really was. And | was very proud la¢ tvay he run the governorship and the
decisions he made, and | thought he, | thoughtwiaatthe beginning of the change in the state
of Maine, okay? | think that's when the state ddive started getting away from that so goes
Maine the rest of the nation’s going to go andtak stuff, you know. No, I think that, no, with
Muskie and Frank Coffin and Ken Curtis | think wieked some pretty good people.

GB: So you mentioned Muskie and Coffin, did you wrlot of other figures in the
Democratic Party back, way back when, you knowtjder fifties, sixties?

BC: Oh, | knew quite a few of them but the thingn@sv, that was quite a while ago, and the
names, hames don’t come to me right now.

GB: Well let me throw some out at you, see if yoew them or can tell me about them.
What about Guy Twombly?

BC: Guy Twombly? Well, the first time | run intou§ Twombly | played, he played baseball
and basketball for Brooks, Brooks High School, apthyed for Unity High School, okay? So
that's where we, that's where we met and our nvatarted, okay? And then of course he got
elected to the Public Utility Commission, you knowthe office there as an engineer. And when
| got into the telephone company of course we adact, well not to say every day but every
week we had contact. Because it, at the time Irgotthe telephone company we had a lot of
open wire and stuff like that and we was changwey drom the open wire to cable and stuff like
that and, oh, to get engineering advice | was malty in his office every week and so, for a
while. No, Guy, | have a high respect for Guy. ABdy and his wife have a cottage up here on
Lake Winnecook, in Unity, and we provided him wighephone for a long time.

GB: Could you tell me about his personality?

BC: Well, on the whole we got along pretty goodnt® of the things that | wanted to do in
the telephone company, that | thought that the,ttteacommission tried to manage our every
day affairs, you know, call the shots and try tbus what we should do, what we shouldn’t do,
okay? We disagreed there, Guy and | did, quitd,aokay. But we, on the whole we got along
real well. He was a fine gentleman and if he gifshid something to you his word was good as
gold, okay?

GB: | hear he was a real strong Democrat, did wautkat?

BC: Yeah, yeah, that’'s one thing that he and lihambmmon, that we thoroughly agreed on.

GB: What about Eben [Ebeneezer] Elwell?



BC: Eben Elwell, knew him well, knew him well. EbElwell come out of Brooks and, oh,
there was a woman down in Brooks, she was a stbemgocrat. Oh, she was a big woman, oh
my goodness, what was her name? Well, it doesakenany difference now, but no, Eben
Elwell was a good Democrat, he supported the Deat®cHe was one of the Democrats that
really, he wouldn’t be anything else but a Demactatan’t say anything but good for Eben,
okay, as far as I'm concerned he was a fine guy.

GB: What about Neil Bishop?
BC: Neil Bishop? 1didn’t know him very well, no.
GB: Oh really, what about Ed Greeley?

BC: Ed Greeley? | knew Ed Greeley very well, okayd of course all, we got along, Ed
Greeley and | got along fine. The only thing ifjed to get Ed Greeley to fix the roads here in
Unity a lot, okay, and | couldn’t get him to. Heesged to want to fix everything in the southern
part of Waldo county and not up here in the northgart of Waldo county, okay, but. And Ed
Greeley was a dairy farmer, just like | was, okayd we went to the dairy meetings and things
like that. | didn’t have very close contact witd Breeley, but | knew him very well as a dairy
farmer and as a Democrat, yeah.

GB: It sounds like the Democratic Party early od hdot of support from farmers around this
area. Did you know a lot of people who were inealvn agriculture who supported the
Democratic Party, did you find that to be true?

BC: Well | knew there was a lot of, | knew thaknlew a lot of people in the farming industry
because | was a dairy farmer for years and yeads| went to the Dairy Associations and, like
that. But the thing is that | saw the Democraaet? grow in the farmers and like that, through
people like Ed Muskie and things like that. Ortoe Democratic Party could get some good
leadership | could see it start growing all thedinBut like | said, when we first started we was
in the minority, there’s no question about that @was a hard row.

GB: How did, did you observe how Ed Muskie inteegictvith these other Democratic, kind of
Democratic leaders early on?

BC: Well Ed, Ed no question was a leader, okay?catgd get, he could talk to people, and he
could get the people to follow him, okay. And heulbexplain what he wanted to do and why
he wanted to do it, and so he was just an absglbteh leader, that's all. He was a good man.

GB: So he just kind of understood that you, so he gort of a real figurehead in the
Democratic Party?

BC: Yes, he was someone toniftelligible word) President Kennedy, okay? You could be
with him and hear him speak, you know, and all stidden you just had the urge to support
him, okay, and help him. Ed Muskie was one of ¢hpsople.



GB: During his time as governor or in the fedemalae, do you recall any legislation that he
put through, anything that he was involved in thas of particular interest to you?

BC: Well, I guess the thing that, locally that ledged us, in 1954 we had a severe storm come
through here, and it caused a lot of flooding, aedost five people here and, during the flood.
And after that | worked with a group on a commitiie&t, to see if we couldn’t, oh, it was called

a twenty five mile watershed project, okay, andwegked on that from 1955 until 197-, middle
1970s. And what it was, there was the inlet arttebto Winnecook is the same, and the thing is
that right before the inlet and the outlet there Waee very bad curves in thabintelligible

word). And through the soil conservation committee BddMuskie’s help in fact, we got
permission to build a dam in the river, straighttesmthree curves, put in, take out three bridges,
put in just one, and widen the stream. And, so exdcccontrol the flow of the water in the lake,
Lake Winnecook.

And we got it all ready and approved and we get@million dollar grant from the federal
government. And the only thing that the town of tyriad to come up with was five thousand
dollars over five years to put the cap on the nedge, that’s all it demanded, okay? And to,
but three weeks before the vote, two men in thentofwUnity, both of them staunch
Republicans, okay, went around to all the peoplaéntown of Unity. They wanted to know,
just said to people, “Do you want your taxes taig8” And of course nobody wants their taxes
to go up, okay. And they said, “Well if you vota that you're always going to be paying
higher taxes to keep the stream open, you knowhadhe water can go in and out.”

We had the meeting and we got turned down, tureechdtwo million dollars, we got turned
down for five thousand dollars over five years.eY¥ltouldn't believe it. The government
couldn’t believe it. Ed Muskie couldn’t believe e was absolutely devastated. And now, you
talk about it today and everybody said what alé&Fmmistake it was. We could have had it now,
our lake up here now, when it gets real hot andifothe summer time the rocks come up, you
know. And it's hard to maneuver power boats in¢hgou know, you clip off the shear pins and
everything else, you know. But the thing is, wa'taontrol the flow of that lake, okay? So it
got turned down just by two guys, and they werdBRegpublicans, okay? Another reason why
I’'m still a good Democrat. | haven’'t changed minking. And right now, well, I'm one of

those people that, yes, Clinton made a mistakey, dka the thing is that | feel that what he did
was no more than | would have done to protect myilja okay? And I don't think, | think they
blew it way out of proportion compared to what happened in the past, okay? And | think
right now if Clinton was, had the opportunity towrior another term right now he’d win hands
down, right today. He could have another, thirtht@ust like Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

Right now, | think it, | think the election this ges going to be close, but | still hope and pray
that Gore can pull it out. Because I, boy, I'd hatsee, I'd hate to see Bush in there as
president, okay, because | feel the Kennedy’s Wwidlezl because of the oil, big oll, | still do
right to this day. Because they was against thathat the government allows them, you know,
to explore, you know, for oil. And I still thinkhat's why Kennedy was shot and Robert
Kennedy both, because once Kennedy was gone weygdon in there. Where was he from,
Texas, okay? Where big oil is, okay? Just liledfticle in the paper here last week, that the



GOP stands for Grand OI' Petroleum Company, okagat's just what they are, talk big oil.
Okay.

GB: Allright, well, do you have any more of thasteries, those political stories like the one
about the dam?

BC: No, no, I guess that was, that was -

GB: That was a big one?

BC: That hurt this area very, very much, becausg we, everybody you talk to now says
they wish they had the dam in there now. You knibvry should have gone for it. And now
they realize it was one of the biggest mistakesdhatown has ever made, okay?

GB: Isee. Now, did you continue to support MusMighrough his political career?

BC: Absolutely, yeah.

GB: Did you campaign for him?

BC: Campaigned for him, I contributed to his finehthing as much as | could, yeah, sure
did.

GB: And did you maintain personal contact with loaer the years?
BC: Right up until the day he died, yup.

GB: And did you see him changing personally overytbars from his involvement in politics,
did it take a toll on him at all?

BC: Well, | saw a big change after the incident thegppened in New Hampshire, | saw a big
change in him. But then when he was appointedé¢iectary of state | see another Muskie come
out, come forward, you know, that most people dideélize that he had the capabilities of. He
was just a, just a super guy, just a super guywatea born leader, that's all, no question about
it.

GB: So you think, so you think it really had a niagaimpact on him in ‘72, you think he
really wanted to win that race?

BC: Yesldo,yesldo.

GB: Tell me, was Muskie’s environmental work relet/to the environment around here? Did
that have any impact on agriculture or people’sriggt around here?

BC: Well, really I'm not in a position to comment that.



GB: Sure, sure.
BC: Probably there’s no question that it did, bdoh’'t have anything | can put my finger on.

GB: Sure, sure. Now, | understand that besidetetephone company you've been involved
with some other businesses.

BC: A few.

GB: Could you tell me about the Belfast-Mooseheadr&ad?

BC: Yes, I, as you know, right now | own Belfast-dd@head Lake Railroad a hundred
percent. | got involved with the railroad, therasiwo gentlemen that bought the railroad from
the city of Belfast and it was pretty well run dawAnd these two gentlemen, their main idea
was to salvage the track, and sell it for junk, gatlas much out of it they thought they could.
And that was their main reason to buy it in thetfplace. But once they got looking at it, you
know, and things like that and in the meantiméving in the town of Unity | was going by the
old depot up here, the old railroad station up hane the roof was leaking. The windows was
broken and everybody was dumping rubbish arouaddteverything else, and growing up trees
and bushes. And | says, you know, that’s a cryoa,know, because | could remember growing
up as a kid; | used to beg my mother and fathéike me to the railroad station so | could see
the train come in, okay, the old steam engine pgfthe old smoke. And it hauled mail in three
days, it made three trips a day from Burnham tdaB&l hauling the mail and the milk from
Unity to Boston in a car. And so | went to thend &isaid, well, | went to these two gentlemen
and | said, “Well, if you have no use for the dldt®n up there would you sell it to me,” and
they said, “sure.” So we figured a price and | dgaut.

| had a picture of the railroad station, what @ked like in 1924, okay. And | took it to a friend
of mine who's a jack of all trades and | said, “Gam restore that so it looks like that picture,”
and he said, “Sure.” So he worked all summer angut all the trim back on it, and fixed the
roof, and put the glass back in the windows. Andpaimted it and everything else, put the sign
back on and put the signals, cleaned up and evegyétse and brought it right back to what it
looked like in 1924. And so then the two guys camme, and they said, “Well why don’t you
get into the railroad business with us,” okay. Amsaid, “The only reason | would ever get into
that railroad business was if | could find an adtioned steam engine, okay, the old steam
engine. Other than that | have no interest irr#lileoad at all, okay, as far as operating it and
running it.” They left, and ten days later theyraveight back in my office and they said they'd
found a steam engine. And | said, | figured wibkgy found an old junker somewhere, you
know, that’'s no good. But what they had found tigto a broker, a steam engine in Sweden, that
they had put away in caves and covered up. Andphéyhem in these caves and, figuring that
the price of oil would go so high that some daytheght have to go back to coal, you know.
And, but that didn’t happen, the oil didn’t go @gmd then they, the need of trains went from the
old steam engines, the slow ones, to the high spais$, so they had no use for them. So they
decided to take them out of the caves and sell tb&ay. And so we went over with the idea to
buy a steam engine and attendant, okay, that'S\alv we went over and we came back with
not only the steam engine and the tender but tegr @tars, too. Five passenger cars, two dining
cars, a sleeper car, you know, so the whole shpati@tch. But anyway, we brought them all



back by boat, brought them into Searsport, unloakexh there, put them on a track and brought
them back to Unity.

Shortly thereafter they run into a problem in Bsifand the city of Belfast, with the city of
Belfast, and one of the gentlemen came up to méarsaid, “We’d like to move the whole
headquarters to Unity, to hell with Belfast, we wimmove to Unity.” They don’t want us
down there, we want to move to Unity. And | saig]l, if you’re going to move to Unity, |

said, you got to sign a paper that you’ll move tatibut you won't move it back, okay? You'll
always leave it in Unity. And they wrote me adetbut and signed the whole thing, and so we
moved the whole thing to Unity, the headquarters.

It was, well it made the city of Belfast mad, unpgpbut anyway, but it went on and finally to
make a long story short | bought out both my pagnand so now | own it a hundred percent
myself. And we’re hauling freight, we’re haulingeight for Crowrow, and we’re hauling
passengers from Unity, and we’re hauling passerfgarsBelfast. And right now it's doing
very well. So | think it's one of the finest attteons that we have in the state of Maine. It's the
only regular gauge steam engine operating in e stf Maine, right here in Unity. And we
haul, we haul between twenty and twenty three thodgeople a year, and that’'s people that
wouldn’t come to Unity if it hadn’t been for theain. That's one of my other toys I'm involved
with.

GB: One second, 'mgoingto-...

End of Sde A
SdeB

GB: Allright. Now your other third business verdgul guess, is Unity College?

BC: Yes. | founded Unity College back in 19-, we# started in 1963 actually, and | had the
assistance of nine other business people in té¥wrd, but Unity College got started because of,
my wife and | had one son and he graduated frontyUHigh School in 1963. He was the first
one to be accepted to college, he always wantgd to Maine Maritime Academy in Castine,
and we were so happy for him. And he passed twasoéxams, had been measured for his
uniforms and everything else and then he had to dgassachusetts, down to the Fargo
Building to pass the Navy exam, because anybodygtiagluates from Maine Maritime can right
into the regular Navy as an officer, okay? He wdown there and to our sorrow he got tripped
up on a colorblind test. And, he was color blinckemn and white, what you and | would see as
green and white he would, it would be right the @gfe to him, so they wouldn’t accept him.

Well, then the, | made one of the biggest mistakeasy life, | tried to get him into the

University of Maine. | knew Mark Sibels of the Unof admissions up there and, but | couldn’t
get him in. And then | started looking around stete of Maine, and | just found out to my
surprise there was no other schools except fonkbasischool that would take my boy, okay?
And my boy wasn’t an exceptional student, he wa@s-atudent, average, okay. So we started
looking around and instead of saying, let's takear off and relax and get our bearings. | never
went to college myself, I'm not a college graduategver attended a day of regular college. We



found a college out in New Hampshire that had lseried five years, so we went out there and
he went out there for three years to school outthed, to an excellent school out there called
Belknap College. And then we decided, well, ifyttban start one out there, why can’t we start
one in Unity? So we got the idea together, andvemet back and we hired the guy that started
the college out there to come and help us stagtahe here. His name was Bert Dittus, D-I-T-T-
U-S, and he stayed with us for three years, andpesaed the doors in September of 1965 with
twenty-nine students. And today they have oves fiundred and, thirty-five years later, and it's
still going.

GB: So I imagine that helped a lot of young peaplhis rural community to get a college
education?

BC: It helps a lot of students. Right now we’ve geer, like | said we have over five hundred
students up here, attending school up here, they d®dudget of almost nine million dollars a
year. There isn't many businesses around that Adalget of nine million dollars in a small
town of two thousand people. And they employ adnad and twenty people. Quite an impact.

GB: Do I have it right that Muskie’s office helpedt financially in establishing Unity
College?

BC: No, not really, no, no.

GB: No, no, okay. | had a note that there may Heen some federal grants, may have
helped with some federal grants. That’s not right?

BC: They could have got some grants down the watywe didn’t get any grants to start it
with, no, no. | put the first money in myself.

GB: Oh, really.

BC: | putthe, of course this was back in 1963965, and | put up the first ten thousand
dollars to pay the first, the salaries, you knawppen the doors. And then we sold some twenty
year debenture bonds to help get it going.

GB: I'm going to ask you some general questionsrap up. First off, have you observed
change, besides the obvious growth, have you obdesmme changes in the Democratic Party,
in its structure or in, you know, kind of philosopdl beliefs over the past decades?

BC: Ican, oh, no question. I've seen major change¢he Democratic Party. My goodness
gracious, it started way back when Franklin DelRoosevelt become president of the United
States. As we look back in history now, Franklieldho Roosevelt was one of the finest
presidents that we had. He took us out of a Deaesgou know, and as we all know he was
elected for three terms, the only president that exeer elected for three terms. And then of
course the president that most, made the most dagsions in the time he was president was
Harry Truman. Here’s a man that never went to, nest to college, okay, he was a
haberdashery salesman and it just proves that got klave to go to college to be a good leader,



and he was a good leader, he made some majoratexishnd, no, I've seen, I've seen a lot of
changes in the Democratic Party, although theré&svathings that over the years that | haven't
agreed with them a hundred percent on their thognkin

Well, on the whole, the thing I like most about temocratic Party | guess is that they’re more
for the working person. | grew up on a farm witisalutely nothing and I struggled right

straight up through all my life to get where | asday. And I've seen, oh, most of the people that
are well to do and are well educated are, oh, Wiet call the white collar class | guess maybe,
is the Republican Party. | had an aunt that liwede a hundred and three years old and | loved
her dearly. And she was a wonderful woman, bubtilg bad feature | could find about her, she
was a staunch Republican. And if a person jusbgobf jail and run for an office she’d vote for
him if he was a Republican. You couldn’t changerhand on nothing. But anyway, no, |

firmly believe in the Democratic Party. I've sesame, a lot of changes and a lot of good
changes.

GB: And you think it’s still true today that the Decratic Party is the party of the people?
BC: Oh absolutely, absolutely, absolutely, yeah.

GB: What are some of the things that you mentioat you’'ve mentioned now and then there
have been choices that you disagreed with? Do gcaillrany Democratic leaders who you had
problems with?

BC: No, not right offhand | can’t mention any, lére have been a few things that happened,
okay?

GB: Finally, looking back on Ed Muskie’s career,avldo you think will be his legacy in
Maine, what were his greatest contributions?

BC: [think he'll, | guess the main thing he’s goito be known as the man that brought the
Democratic Party to the state of Maine. He waditseone that was head and shoulders above
anybody else in the Democratic Party, that, | thimdt’s the biggest thing he’s going to be
known for.

GB: Well, I'm out of questions, so do you have éingl remarks you'd like to make, anything
you'd like to add or emphasize?

BC: No, Ijust, I'm just glad and happy | was bammAmerica and given the opportunities that
America offers me. And when | see some of theiforeountries, and the way that they have to
bring up their children, | shudder. And no, I,hignow it, | have had the good fortune of being
quite successful, but right now | am dedicatinglifeyto helping people that’'s not as fortunate,
okay. Helping young people with scholarships aelgping people that, oh, that need a helping
hand for, you know, to, if they get behind the ¢igall and need a few dollars, you know, or
something like that, you know, if they’ve got adi idea of, say, they think it might go and |
agree with them | will help them, okay. And thethis, just like the Field of Dreams that my
wife and | are building, okay? This is something/ne giving back to the town of Unity, it’s



situated on twenty-seven acres up there. We haggudar baseball diamond, a little league
diamond, a little league and softball combinaticantbnd, a soccer field, a playground, a picnic
area, a walking path, basketball court, a horsepltoking area, a tennis court, and it, it's
manicured right to the umpth degree. And we hateip a trust fund so it will always have
perpetual care, after my wife and | have died. Tiwgears from now, it'll look like a picture
postcard. And it's free to everybody, okay? W& psk, everybody is welcome, and the only
thing we ask is what you bring with you, you takerte with you. Don’t throw it on the ground
because we can't pick up after you. And pleasétdanintelligible phrase). So that’s our gift
back to the town.

GB: That's fantastic. You just brought to mind sthing else | wanted to ask you, I’'m not
sure how much you told me about this before buttwhased the population of Unity to start
growing again? Was it some of the success withetbesinesses?

BC: Wellit's some of the things that we’re doingré, we're creating jobs. This is one of my
goals, too, to create jobs so people can standendwn feet and be able to buy the things that
they want. And, no, we've got a, I've got a holglitcompany that, we've got a company up over
the post office up there, we built sort of a commprthere in 1995. We built a new bank which
| thought the town of Unity needed, and we outgtieevpost office that | built back in 1965, we
built a new post office. Up over that post offige built space, we have a company up there
called Exact Communications now. They employ oifey people, the college employs over a
hundred and twenty people. Thorndike Press upibgetieey employ seventy-eight to eighty
people, and now, just last year | bought the oldeffal Trust Bank in Unity here that was vacant
for a year and a half. We are now going to renotreéand we’re going to start a health center
down there. We're going to have three doctors dthvene plus eight staff people, and we’'ve
signed a contract, a ten year contract with Intesipital. And down here on School Street we've
just had a young couple come in and buy the grostemg down there and renovate that. And we
have one of the finest grocery stores there is &eyavin the state of Maine, right here in Unity,
with plenty of parking. We have one of the finesdtaurants with home cooked food, bakeries,
right here in Unity. Unity has practically aboweeything that you could possibly want in a
town. We have a dentist here, we have doctors Aideeonly thing we don’t have right today is
a veterinarian, and we’re searching for a veteiamar

GB: Sounds like with the progress you've made Yaitaihight not be too far off.

BC: No, it's not, we're working on it. And we'veogUnity Raceway here. Now, it's not
everybody’s cup of tea, but there’s a lot of pedpbd love automobile racing. So that’'s what
we’re doing, we’re trying to bring in businesse®ate jobs, you know, so people can work and
be proud to do what they want.

GB: Well, it sounds like you've done some greandisi here.

BC: I hope so, | hope so. | hope a few peopleeapate them.

GB: Well, it sounds like a good place to stop,lsnk you very much.



BC: Entirely welcome.

End of Interview
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