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Transcript

Marisa Burnham-Bestor: It is the 29th of March, 1999. We are in Aubatrihe Auburn
County Courthouse. Present are Justice Robertliftor@ and Marisa Burnham-Bestor. Could
you state your name and spell it for the record?

Robert Clifford: Robert W. Clifford, R-O-B-E-R-T, C-L-I-F-F-O-R-D.

MB: Thanks. Where and when were you born?

RC: 1 was born in Lewiston in May of, May 2nd, 193&nd my father's name was William H.
Clifford, and my mother’'s name was Alice Sughruéf@id, S-U-G-H-R-U-E. And | had six



brothers and one sister. My oldest brother was, JeE-R-E, William, my second was
Constance, who is now deceased, William H., Juieter Clifford, Paul Clifford, who is now
deceased, Richard, myself, and my youngest bratt2avid Clifford. And we all had to work
when we were young and had responsibilities ofréteathe house and doing the dishes and all
that kind of thing. My father was a great dishwexséind my mother, of course, had a lot of
children so we all pitched in and helped out.

My father was an attorney; he was very involvethim community and he had a practice, a law
practice. But he was also very active in the Rothospital board, and in the United Way, or the
predecessor to the United Way, and he was alseefcinvolved in his church, which was one
of the Catholic parishes in Lewiston, St. Josepfspa And his brother John Clifford, who was
his partner, became a, was active, more activerthafather actually in politics and Democratic
politics, and became a United States attorney tiporelection of Franklin Roosevelt. And then
in 1946 or ‘47 became a United States District €Cudge, the only United States district court
judge at that time in Maine. And he died in thel+ifties.

My father continued to practice and two of hisg#hof his sons, Jere and William, Jr. and
myself practiced with him along with a cousin ofguwohn Clifford, the third. And we were,
we were Irish-Catholic and we were Democrats aeccimmunity we lived in is very heavily
Franco-American, but Catholic. And the, | thinlattthe Franco-American people, the values
that they value are hard work and | think thataisva good community to be raised in.

MB: What do you feel that, how do you feel that yflamily and their beliefs, how do you feel
that they’ve impacted you as you’'ve grown?

RC: Well the religious faith was a very strong infhee on me and the role of family was very
important. | also had a very large extended famiMy mother came from a family of ten or
eleven children and so | have a lot of first cossuino | remain fairly close to. They’re mostly
from Massachusetts or away, but nevertheless, yaanill religious faith were very important to
me. And my father's emphasis on community, onrgi\domething back to the community as
well.

MB: Tell me a bit again about how your family caméhie United States and settled here in
Lewiston.

RC: My family was Irish immigrants. My great-grantlfar came at the time of potato famine
either in the late 1840’s or around 1850 and sktikre after a short time, | think, in the
Midwest. And he was a farmer and he had severlreh, the only one of which, of whom
married was my grandfather. And my grandfatheabezquite a successful contractor: built the
Lewiston City Hall, the Bangor City Hall, and refir in his fifties | believe. And he lived in
Lewiston. And the other siblings in that familpnse of them were also quite successful: two of
them were dentists, two of the women. The sisten® telephone operators in Massachusetts
and retired in Maine. And one was a, uncle, mylejgreat uncle Jeremiah was a, he was a
miner and | guess became quite successful andae@ttButte, Montana and he died in the ‘30s.
But the last one of those, my grandfather dietl9sl and those two great aunts died | think in
the '50s. So there’s only, they tended to martg &nd live long so that there’s not, there’s only



four generations.

MB: Throughout the years that your family has bedrewiston, they’ve been very prominent
in the field of law. Who was the first person iouy family to become a lawyer?

RC: That was my uncle John; the one who became ajutig and my father became lawyers |
think within a year of each other and practicecetbgr for a long time. And then my uncle
became the United States attorney, which at thra was a part-time position, and then became
a full-time judge. And my father practiced law ahén the judge’s son came in and practiced
with him and then two of my brothers and then me.

MB: How do you think that your family first got inested, | mean your father first got, and
your uncle first became interested in the law?

RC: Well, because I think they were from Irish backgrd and they, their father had not been
educated. And they attended Bowdoin College ardabthem attended, my father attended
Harvard Law School and my uncle Georgetown Law $thAnd they, their professional life
was, there weren’'t many Irish-Americans at thaetiwho were able to have a professional life.
But because my grandfather was, had had some suteesgas able to give them that education.
And they were very, the whole family, was veryymaf the fact that they became professional
people.

MB: And then how did it become a legacy in the fafilWwhat kept the interest?
RC: Well it's just the, my maternal grandfather wésoaan attorney in Boston. And it just, the
interest was there for three of us, but there \wasdf us, five in my family who did not become

lawyers.

MB: Who, as far as your father’s political life wewtio were his, who were the people he was
affiliated with politically?

RC: He really wasn't that active. He was so busging a family and practicing law that he,

his involvement was, | think, much less direct thanuncle’s. One of his heroes though, was
William Pettengill, who was a famous Maine poliginiwho wrote several books. And my father
used to talk about Pettengill all the time.

MB: I've heard the expression used before, the “@iiffclique.”

RC: The “clique™?

MB: The “clique™?

RC: It was more fancy than fact, | think it was mofea myth than. . .. Some of the people
that ran for local politics would use it in a deragiz way, | think.

MB: Oh, really?



RC: Atleast | think. When | was a child | remembsat people would accuse our family as
being behind certain politicians. And | think iagmore, it really was, | think a lot of it was
myth.

MB: So, but your family had that power within the ¢oomity?

RC: Well | really don’t, | mean I think it was, pe@pthought there was more active
involvement and power than there was. Althoughfalyer was very active in the community,
but less in the political part of the communityrtha the community.

MB: What were some differences and similarities betwgour social outlook and your
political involvement compared to your parents gadr family?

RC: I'm not sure what. . . .

MB: Just, as far as your father’s involvement and ymgele’s involvement politically, did,
were you similar to them in your interest in being.?

RC: Well I, yeah, my brother Jere, the oldest, rarafderman when | was in high school; he
was a young lawyer. He was elected and served thréour terms | think, three or four years,
in the city council. I'd majored in political sciee at Bowdoin College. | went to law school,
and when | came back | ran for the city councila@wiston. And then | ran for mayor, and then
for the State Senate, and served on the Lewistamt€@hCommission, and then | was appointed
as a judge. So | was fairly active in politicsutBhe local politics was, at least the city pobti
was non-partisan politics; it was not, there’s aatyp affiliation. And | did run for the State
Senate as a Democrat and served two terms.

MB: How did you get interested in the Senate andetipaditical affiliations versus just being a
lawyer?

RC: Well my brother had, my brother William, Jr. waghe Senate for one term before | ran.
And, when | was the mayor he was in the Senated nenjoyed the experience and wasn’t
going to run again. So I, being prevented frormrag again for mayor by the term limits, (at
that time the term limits was two one year terrhat tvas it, that was the max). ... And so | ran
for the Senate and served two two-year terms. tAad | found it very difficult to practice law
and serve in the legislature and so | did not fter &vo terms.

MB: Just too much of a workload?

RC: Well it was, yeah, you had to be in Augusta dmdais difficult to earn a living as a lawyer
when you were up there.

MB: When and where did you meet your wife?

RC: | met my wife, who is from California, in Européwas in the Army and she was working



for the government. And she did help me a loshe loved to campaign and she likes people
and she really did throw herself into campaignimgme. And so she was a great person to have
when you were running for office because she waoldbe afraid to go down and knock on
doors and go to all different parts of the city aadhpaign for you.

MB: Was she politically involved at all?

RC: Directly, no, she really wasn’t. | mean she waslved as my wife, but she didn’t run for
any office or anything herself.

MB: How did you end up meeting overseas, where wasatf?

RC: Yeah, well | was from the Army and she was wogkior the government and | think we
met in the officer’s club.

MB: Oh really? Where were you stationed?
RC: | was stationed in Ludwigsburg in Germany, Selvekxrimy.

MB: Tell me a bit about your experiences growing ng your education, the schools that you
attended.

RC: | went to the local public schools here in Learsaind Lewiston High School. And then |
went to Bowdoin College, which many people in myilg had attended. And then | went to
Boston College Law School and then the militaryl rhean | just went; | think | had a pretty
normal experience as a child in school and, asageih college. | think | was probably
influenced by my family’s having attended, to gdBmwdoin College. And | sometimes thought
that maybe | would have been better off at anatbbool, since | was, it wasn’t kind of my own,
| mean | was kind of just, | was kind of, it wasgdo go to because my family had been there,
etc. It wasn't a very adventurous choice.

MB: Growing up did you feel as though because yomilfawas so in the public view that that
affected your childhood at all and your experiersmsally?

RC: Well | suppose that, all the people knew you,vkinge more than maybe knew my friends
when I'd see older people. They knew me. Not sehrbecause they knew me personally, but
because my father was a pretty prominent guy andmaie was pretty prominent. And it kind
of was embarrassing sometimes, you know, to bé péple would know you when you were
probably behaving not as well as you should.

MB: How close-knit was your family as far as your lerend your immediate family?

RC: It was a close family although | think that myyas probably closer to cousins on my
mother’s side than my father’s side. And the redso that is that my father married a lot later
than my uncle so that his children were a lot otlan we were. Whereas on my mother’s side
there were members, cousins who were a lot closaege than they were, to us.



MB: When did you become interested in going to lalost?

RC: 1kind of wanted to go to law school all the titheough college. | majored in political
science and kind of knew | was going to law school.

MB: Did you want to be a mayor and senator, or wetergally just. . . .?

RC: No, I didn't, | really didn’t have any i-, | just didn’t decide to run for city council until
the year | did it and | didn’t decide to run for yoa until the year | did it. | did, after servirg
couple years on the city, on the, as a, then kthiwas called the Board of Aldermen, | thought
| could do a good job as mayor and | wanted tcheettayor. But | didn’t really, | didn’t really
have these aspirations as a child. It was onlywilaetually began living in the community.

MB: How did your family respond to you and your beath wanting to become lawyers?

RC: Lawyers? Oh I think they were, | think my fatlegrcouraged us to become lawyers. It's a
noble profession so | think that my family was ameging and proud of the fact that three of us
became practicing lawyers.

MB: What shaped your. . . .?

RC: Although not as proud as my mother was of onaybrothers who became a priest. That
was, that was the, she was more proud of him kttian anyone.

MB: What shaped your political affiliations as fa@@mocrat, Republican, in that sense?

RC: Well in Lewiston there wasn’'t much of a choicéou, | mean, it was a very heavily
Democratic city and in order to be elected to aimgthat least that was partisan, you really had
to be a Democrat. And the enroliment was justitigasand that’s because of the history of,
Maine was such a heavily Republican state. Andtig, the people in the cities, especially the
Franco-Americans and the Irish-Catholics felt ankan the Democratic Party in those days, so
that the registration was just, | mean it was kirstl of a natural home. My parents were, my
family was enrolled as Democrats and | became airaf us became Democrats at least then.
Although I'm not sure all of us remained Demociaiterwards, but certainly in those days it
was.

MB: Explain to me what was partisan and what was aigan in Lewiston.

RC: Well the election; they don’t run under a paglél. They just, if you get enough
signatures you can run; you don’t run as a Dempgoat don’t run as a Republican so there’s no
primary, there’s no. . .. The political partynigt involved at all in city politics.

MB: And so those were for positions like mayor amteahan?

RC: Yes, yeah.



MB: But for the state politics it was?

RC: State Senate is, they have a primary, you run@smocrat or a Republican, they have a
primary, you don’t. You can run as an independeut,most people are elected with a party
label. And the same with positions like Unitedt&saSenator and Congressman, although of
course now we have an independent governor, whittei second one we’ve had in twenty
years.

MB: Is that better, do you think, the nonpartisan?
RC: 1think it is at the municipal level, oh, | thintks much better.
MB: Why?

RC: Because it, because | don't think the party @ufthy has a whole lot to do with what goes
on at the local level, number one. And number iw@, place like Lewiston you’'d freeze our
anyone who was not a Democrat and so | just dbmiktthat’s, | think it's much better to have,
to have party [sic] affiliation, the two citiesaf) to have no party affiliation. The two citiést
do, I'm not sure that-, Waterville has party a#itlon, | just don’t think, | think our local polds

is kind of, you know they just had a recall electad the mayor and the people in these very
small caucuses select who the party candidateigygoi be. | just don't, | just think it's much
better to allow people to run if they want to runheut any party affiliation because | don’t
think party means much at the local level.

MB: Were the people who were being elected in Lewisicere they reflective of the very
Democratic population; were they very liberal, or?

RC: No, because the population is, | think socialéss very conservative. And they’re
Democrats, but | think they were very fiscally cenative in Lewiston and generally very
socially conservative. And | think Lewiston wasokm for being, for having conservative
Democrats and | think generally the politiciangrirbewiston, at least historically, have
reflected that. It may have changed recently, but.

MB: Has Lewiston’s politics changed significantlys@rnyou’ve been involved?

RC: Yeah, | don't, you know since I've been a judie hot sure | follow it as closely as |
should. But the charter has changed. | was tharoln of the charter commission that drafted
the new charter. So it's a very different formgolvernment now; it's a city manager essentially
form of government. And before it was a very R@mdberg-kind of unique form of
government that had a, the power lay with the weriooards and commissions: You had a Fire
Commissioner and a fire department, a Police Cosiomngr ran the police department, a Public
Works Commissioner that ran the public works departt and the power was very diffused.
And you had a Finance Board that probably had moveer than everybody. But now you have
a more traditional city council-mayor form of gomerent. And the city council appoints the
city administrator who really has the responsipildr the day-to-day operation of the city,



which is a much more traditional, it's kind of marermal traditional form of government.
MB: What year did that go through?

RC: The charter commission was elected in 1978 anthetethe whole year and it was, the
new charter was drafted, we drafted a new chattevas voted on in June of 1979 and became
effective in January of 1980. So that the new maye election of 1979 elected the new city
council and the mayor under the new system.

MB: What were the problems with the original systlat ted you to changing it?

RC: It, there was no one in the system who kind okéxl beyond the next few years. You
didn’t have anybody who was, had responsibilitytfeg administration of the entire city who
could kind of. . . . And the old charter was thsuleof some unfortunate incidents that happened
during the 1930s where there was corruption, @galiions of corruption, and | guess some
corruption did occur, job selling, etc. And so tegislature which in those days drafted
charters, (there was no home rule), the legisladtetied a charter for the city which took,
essentially took, the power away from the elecegesentatives and put in the appointed.
These people were appointed by the mayor, thesentssion and board members, and they
were required to be of certain party affiliationBhey were, on a five-person board, for example,
there had to be three Democrats and two Republaadshat was in the charter. So
independents couldn’t serve on these boards amadone than three Republicans, two
Republicans could serve on the board, or no mane tiree Democrats could serve on the
board.

MB: Despite the fact that it was a nonpartisan h#flde?
RC: The elected people were nonpartisan. Those boambers were by party affiliation.
MB: Hubh, interesting.

RC: We tried to, | tried to, before in the, when Isnaayor | proposed some changes in the
charter. By then we had home rule. | didn’t pregoa full change but | proposed some changes.
We changed the election date, we changed the rsagom of office from one to two years,
those were both successful. And | proposed elitimgdhe requirement on the boards and that
was, the city council defeated that and so that’tigb to the people. 1 think it would have
probably been successful had it gone to the pedplg, so those two changes occurred in 1971
or ‘2, and then the full charter changed in 19T@at was really one of the mo-, my, what | feel
is one of my major accomplishments in life was hgwerved on that charter commission,
because | think Lewiston has a very fine charter.

MB: Is it still true now that you have to have thB®mocrats and two Republicans?

RC: No, we don’t even have the, we generally donitehtne boards any more. The city
council has the, pretty much has the power. Itaasjor change.



MB: Wow. Who were some of the other people involvethat charter commission?

RC: Oh, there was a, there was a member electeddemtm ward and then | think there were
three people that were appointed. | think it wias & ten-, there was, | know there was an
elected representative from each ward and thee tlere three people who were appointed |
think by maybe the mayor and the city council. itSeas a fairly large charter commission.
Don’t embarrass me by asking to name them tholigln get that for you if you want but | just
don’t remember many of the names. | mean, Rogélifein and Mrs. [Rose Marie] Butler and
Mrs. Mekowski. 1 just don'’t, | can get you the nesnbut | can’t remember all of the names
because | don’'t want to leave anybody off.

MB: So was it an ald-, part of your alderman positlaat got you on to the charter
commission?

RC: No. I mean, | had to run for it, | had to ruraagst, you know it was the only election that
I, when | ran, in my life, where | felt that maybeould lose and maybe | was not as qualified as
my opponent because my opponent was Professor [@gjudodgkin.

MB: And how did that campaign end up going?

RC: Oh I won, because | was, my name was, | had lssgned as the mayor and | had served
in the Senate. So | had a big advantage in tlatiete | didn’t really campaign very hard, but |
was, | mean, he really would have been an excetleatter commission member too and we
both lived in the same ward. So, but that wasyae the fellow | ran against. He's a
government professor who, he’s still, isn’'t he atds?

MB: Tell me about how come you decided to run foeattan instead of going into private
practice?

RC: Oh, I didn’t; alderman was part-time. | practddaw when | was an alderman. Otherwise
| wouldn’t have been able to do it. | mean, | bagractice law and support a family.

MB: You practiced with your father and your uncle?

RC: Yes. No, my uncle was dead then. | practicat wiy father and two brothers and a
cousin. [ 1] practiced in Lewiston and we hadredkof a general practice of law.

MB: And what was involved in the alderman positioat interested you in it?

RC: It was, you know, you were a representativegsslator representing your ward in city
government. And | just ran against an incumbedtvaas elected and | served three one year
terms, | served one year as, second year | thivkslthe president of the city council, and I. . . .
So those were one-year terms; | had to run thneesti

MB: What were some of the issues going on in towthetime that you had to deal with as
alderman?



RC: Fluoridation was an issue. The location of thdde up there that is now kind of in the
news again; | voted against that location. That w@e of the major issues that we had. The
budget was always a big issue as to, that's alwaybiggest issue in a city.

MB: What was it like to work on it within the old dlter, within the ratifications of the old
charter?

RC: We had a couple of strikes that were, we hadileesta Public Works strike. Judge [John]
Beliveau, who was a district court judge, was tteyon during two of my years on the city
council. He was my immediate predecessor as tly@maind we had a Public Works strike; it
was quite controversial. And we finally brougheinto court and got an injunction and the
strike ended because it was an illegal strike.

MB: What were they striking for?

RC: Wages.

MB: Was that the. . ..

RC: That was in 1969 or, 1970 | think.

MB: What workers?

RC: Public Works.

MB: Oh, okay. Wow.

RC: And when | was the mayor there was a police stukhich was, you know, kind of more
serious. Again it was an illegal strike and theees a sick in, | mean they called it “blue flu”,
and that only lasted one day. We got an injuncéigainst them and then they came back to
work.

MB: Why were they striking?

RC: Money.

MB: What were some of your political standings oidiglthat you used when you were
campaigning?

RC: Well, I don't. ... | mean these campaigns weanel of not as issue oriented as you might
think. | mean, it's, you met people, you askedrhe vote for you, you told them that you were
going to be fiscally conservative and you were gamprotect their interests and they were, you
didn’t. . .. The great issues usually were neepminent in these campaigns. It's sort of,
knocked on doors and went to the social clubs &ndlsa lot of hands.



MB: What were some of the reasons that you foundythabecame a Democrat since it seems
as though. . . . Or what were some of the reag@iso many of the people in the area were
Democrats and some of their beliefs are so consee?a

RC: Because there was, the Republicans kind of file@e out historically. | mean, they were,
there was a lot of anti-Catholic, in Maine. Thes&s a, the Klan was active in Maine in the
twenties and it had nothing to do with blacks atitélto do with Jews; it had mostly to do with
Catholics.

MB: | didn’t realize that that even existed.

RC: The Klan was, oh yeah, the Klan has a historgrif Catholic bigotry and it was fairly
prominent in Maine. And one of Maine’s more proemntpoliticians [Ralph Owen Brewster], a
man who served as governor and then | think a septative and then a senator, refused to
disavow the Klan in the twenties.

MB: Really, is that still . . .?

RC: So that that part of, historically the Francod #re Irish-Catholics became Democrats
because the Republicans kind of wouldn'’t let therthie door.

MB: Is that still true as far as Klan activity in tsi@ate?
RC: No, | don’t think there’s Klan activity up herayamore.

MB: When, | remember reading that you were interestggtting women involved in politics;
it was a newspaper article on you that spoke athait What was your, where did that come
from; where did that interest come from?

RC: Well, | mean it was probably general. There washen | was the mayor, a woman
named Lillian Caron became, was elected to theastgn alderman and she later became the
mayor. She was a pretty controversial outspokemavo She’s now dead. And | guess my
view is, you know, everyone who is interested digitde should be free to run and to hold
office.

MB: What were some of the things that you did to enage women to get involved?
RC: 1just maybe encouraged individual people.

MB: Can you remember anyone who, man or woman, whepoouraged to become
politically active who you thought would be. . . .?

RC: Oh alot, you know, a lot of people you try taeuarage to run for city council. And, John
[E.] Kivus who's now deceased, | encouraged tofaurtity alderman. Charles Lanie who
succeeded me | think as an alderman in Ward ougt. aJlot of people that you felt would be a
good, I, a lot of people | unsuccessfully, wouldwih and | tried to select a lot of good people to



appoint to the boards and commissions. That wall/rihe mayor, | mean you really had, that
was where you really had an impact. Because, uhédesld charter, is that the people that ran
the boards and commissions were really importacéalse they ran the city, and selecting good
people was very important. You had to make suaettie party affiliation was right and, that is,
you know, that they had to fit in to the charted aéimat they would be good people. | think |
encouraged a lot of people. | had a lot of suppben | ran for mayor and | got a lot of good
people involved on the various boards and commissicho had not been involved in politics
before.

MB: Who were some of the people that you appointedasor?

RC: Oh, Louis [C.] L'Heureux and Richard Bellaire aifidd have to see the list), Laurier
Raymond in the Finance Board, Aurele Bosse in thari€e Board. | appointed Dr. [Pauline
Vachon] Beale, a woman, to the Library Committéelieve. It's I'd have to get a list of them
because it's been thirty years ago. But that wesaj the things that | thought | did,
accomplished well was appointing a lot of good pedp the boards and commissions. | had a
s-, | should have brought my sc-, my secretary,kaghe mayor’s office, kept a scrapbook of, |
should have brought it, it would have helped, itWiohave been, because | could have recalled a
lot more names for you.

MB: Why did you decide to run for mayor?

RC: Well, it's because | felt | could do a good jaidahere was no, the prior mayor, Judge
John Beliveau, was prevented by term limits andt felt | was ready. | was glad; | almost ran
before | ran for the Board of Aldermen and | wasdgihat | did not because | think | probably
was not as ready as | was after serving three yaatise Board of Aldermen.

MB: And then how did you get interested in the Sehate

RC: Well it was a seat that was open and my brothdrheld the seat. And | couldn’t run for
mayor and | was interested in politics. And | fallid a good job as mayor and | was in a
position where | could have been elected, runnifigou do a fairly good job as mayor, you, the
mayor is fairly prominent because you're invitedattot of social functions. They have the
“snowshoe clubs” and you know in Quebec, the hysiothe mayor is a very elevated position
so they invite the mayor to a lot of their sociahétions, and you get a lot of exposure. And so |
was elected pretty easily to the Senate.

MB: How were your political beliefs and your brotlsepolitical beliefs different as far as what
you did and how you, what you wanted to accomphdime Senate?

RC: 1think they were probably pretty much the sarAad again, most of the, | sponsored a lot
of bills. The city clerk in Lewiston had me sponadot of the bills for the Maine Municipal
Clerk’s Association. So | sponsored a lot of billgot a lot of them enacted. And | got, in
sponsoring bills that are kind of not controversiatl in making a good appearance you really,
you do, you get to know a lot of legislators and yy@come pretty effective doing that. Is this,
does the tape have to be changed?



MB: No, not for another five minutes. | was justakiag it. What were some of your
impressions of Maine politics and the functionirigh® State House when you were working
there?

RC: | was, the, | was impressed with the legislaturadmire legislators who go up there and,
it's a pretty complicated process. And for pedpldirst of all to run for office, to put
themselves at risk of being rejected, that takesescourage | think and some commitment to
public service. And then to go up there and sgkadime up there, and to, because it's awfully
slow working and slow-moving you really have tosgea lot of time up there away from your,
you know, home. So a lot of people have to stagrmght; | commuted but a lot of people who
live a further distance than | did. And | haveajradmiration for people who serve in public,
serve in public service positions. And the ledigla is unique. You have two houses. |
sponsored a unicam-, one of my pet bills was aaiméral; | sponsored a unicameral bill to get
rid of the two houses. Needless to say it did metas not enacted; did not pass. But, so | have
a lot of admiration for. . . . |1 was a cosponsbthe criminal code, which is now in effect in
Maine, which was a complete revision of Maine’sranal laws. | served, because | was in the
legislature | got to serve on the Probate ReviSlommission which recommended a revision of
the, complete revision of Maine’s probate laws. y8o, it opens up opportunities for you to. |
sponsored quite a few pieces of legislature althaugst of which | think probably were not
kind of controversial. And | didn’t enjoy the pigen part of it much, as much as | did the just
working on bills and getting things done.

MB: You spoke a bit about the difference betweengartand nonpartisan. How else did city
politics and state politics. . . .?

RC: Differ?
MB: Yeah.

RC: City politics is, | mean the closer to home yoe the more, | think the more people
represent the views of the constituents becaugalgp@ocity government have no trouble calling
you up and telling you what they think. The furthgvay you get, if you're in the state
legislature, there’s more reluctance to call ydund | think if you're a congressman you're
almost like a celebrity and you don’t, you knowopke like to shake your hands but they’re
much less reluctant to tell you that, | think anywat you're wrong on an issue. Whereas in
city government, boy, they had no qualms abolietause they felt you were kind of one of
them; you worked in the community, you were a piane legislator. And so | think that local
politics more accurately reflect, | think, what péoare thinking.

MB: Which did you enjoy more?

RC: 1 enjoyed them both, | enjoyed them both. Bluiding mayor was a great job because it
was, you know, first of all you're, even thoughakes a lot of time to go to a lot of the social
functions they re-, the people in Lewiston treatezlvery well. And | was the first non-Franco-
American elected as mayor in | think it was liketyoyears. | think it was 1931 or something



and | was elected in 1970.
MB: What led you to the court appointments and yoonkvihere?

RC: When | was in the Senate | served with goverwdh later Governor [Joseph] Brennan.
And [1] supported him in, (I got to know him veryel), supported him when he ran for
governor in 1974. He lost, in the primary he knshow Ambassador Mitchell, he lost to George
Mitchell who in turn lost to Longley who was an egendent. And then | supported Governor
Brennan again in ‘78 when he was elected. Andd tha first Superior Cour-. ... | was
practicing law then; | was not in the Senate amas$, although | was in the char-, | was
finishing up my Charter Commission duties. Andnleeninated me to serve on the Superior
Court, | was his first Superior Court nominatiorli&y79.

MB: This was Governor Brennan, and this was 19797
RC: It was.
MB: What were some of the responsibilities of thee€Chustice?

RC: Il was, | served as a Justice of the Superior Gour984. The new position was created of
Chief Justice; they didn’t have a Chief Justicéhef Supreme Court before, | was the first. And
| was appointed to that position by Chief JustMajne’s Chief Justice [Vincent] McKusick. He
appoin-, the Maine, the Chief Justice appointdrilaécourt Chief Justice and | served in that
position from ‘84 to ‘86 when | went on the Supre@murt. You, you're responsible for the
scheduling of the other judges on the court, andrgaesponsible for the, generally, the
administration of the Superior Court.

End of Sde One, Tape One
Sde Two, Tape One

RC: ....thing that, any detail that you want me, that I'temember a name or something, I'll
be glad to get it for you. | may not have thesm@s on the tip of my tongue, but | can get what-
, anything like that that you want from me, if yaant to complete something.

MB: Yeah, no, what I'll probably do is have, I'll kalo Andrea [L’Hommedieu] and she’ll tell
me which names | needed.

RC: Okay. I'm a little embarrassed about my inapita recollect some of the people |
appointed.

MB: That's okay. You talked a little bit about sddianctions that you attended as mayor.

RC: A lot of social functions: social clubs, “snowshdubs”, dances. They’d invite you
because you were, it, in rural Quebec the mayorapMslonsieur le Maire, it was a position of
high honor and they’d be honored to have you. #Awydwvife used to love to attend those
functions.



MB: Really.

RC: Yeah. And so | attended a lot of them. Butaisvenly for two years, | mean it was, but it
was a lot of weekends that you'd go. They’'d have.a “snowshoe” convention here and you'd
go and you’d welcome the people and you’d give tlagkmy to the city and that kind of thing.

MB: What was some of the feedback that you got,Jidketalked about, from the people as to
the functioning of the city and what they wanted arhat were some of their demands?

RC: Most people want great services and they donfttw@pay a lot of money for it. But
actually, when you, when | was the mayor it wagaqal when, you know, the economy was
fairly good and we didn’t have big tax increas@ésid so most of my attendance at these things
was very, just, you know, they were love-ins. lamé& was, they didn’t come up to you at those
most of the time and then complain; they just, tiweye happy that you were there and it was a
very positive feedback.

MB: So when did you get the complaints as you said?

RC: Well, | got some as an alderman. | remembertiome when | was the mayor | was sitting
in my mayor’s office in the afternoon. And a wontailed me up and she said that her, she
lived across the street from the city councilmarthe alderman, and she said that the Public
Works truck was backed up and repairing his lava, know, which didn’t sound too good.

And she said, “What are you going to do about i2id of course | was embarrassed. | said I'd
look into it immediately and | had to tell the PigblVorks director that, you know, “We don’t
use public works trucks to repair an alderman’sna@specially when you've got someone
across the street who's going to call up the mayor.

MB: As a, in the, as a justice in the Superior Couniat were some of the important cases that
you heard that you can remember?

RC: Well the most infamous one that | can rememhbehestwo, one was the strike in
Rumford, Boise Cascade, which was near the endyduperior Court tenure. Big strike up
there and | had to deal with the request thattilileess be enjoined from interfering with people
trying to get to work. Very, very, I've never setemsion in a courtroom. And | had the
hearings right here in Auburn even though it wa®aford County case. And I've never seen
and felt that tension where you had these peopte wu know, their livelihood was, a lot was
at stake. You had all the union people on oneaidlee court room and you had the
management people on the other, and then theygthagevideo tape of what was going on up
there and it was pretty rough. You know, the peapbuld try to drive through, either suppliers
or people who were management people and the lgegua. and they’d, you know, scratch
cars and they’'d threaten them. This was back 8619 hat strike got settled. Unfortunately the
strike in another paper mill, International Papsame kind of strike a year later did not get
settled. It went on for three years and mostt afithe people lost their jobs because of it.

MB: What would be the causes of these strikes?



RC: Money and working conditions. Another case | ad a case calléflate against Nancy
Ferdette who was charged with the murder of her husbarte miurder occurred in Memorial
weekend of 1978 and the trial, | tried, | presidethe trial three times. In December of 1979, |
was quite a new judge and the trial occurred irvBlegan. The jury, Mrs. Ferdette, Mr.
Ferdette was shot in his bed at seven o’clock,rat@even o’clock in the morning. Mrs.
Ferdette said that an intruder had come in andMhoferdette, that she was locked in the
bathroom. Because the back door of the apartnpanrtenl, the intruder opened the door and she,
in the bathroom, the door couldn’t, she couldn'¢phe door because of the, and so she
couldn’t see who it was. And her gun was useduoder him. It was found in the washing
machine right outside the bedroom door. It wasitbtwo or three days later but it was, there
was a glove that was one of hers that had powd®skan it was found on the floor.

The day of the murder Mr. Ferdette had, there waapgointment at the bank and the bank was
going to show Mr. Ferdette where his, the eightfamd dollars which was missing from his
account, where it went. And it was withdrawn bysMFerdette using his signature. That was
what was going to be shown to him that afternood, o she was tried for murder. First trial
was, oh, and one month before, he woke up in tlgelleiof the night and his bed was on fire
and she said that an intruder had come in ankddibed on fire. And anyway, the first trial was
a mistrial, it was a hung jury. The second trted svas convicted. She appealed, she won her
appeal and was granted a new trial. The thirdl tnach to the surprise of everybody, she was
acquitted. And she is now, she’s since died, s of a heart attack several years ago.

But that was a very fascinating, | presided at thak three times and it was a very, very
fascinating trial, because it was. . . . a lot afrder trials, the issue is whether it's murder or
manslaughter; it's not a question of whether thielyad not. In this case, she said she didn’t do it
and so it was kind of a “Whodunit”. And there warsthat trial there was a man who testified

for the state. About six months prior to the muydie testified that Mrs. Ferdette approached
him, gave him thirty-five hundred dollars, (thapart of the money that was missing from the
bank account), and asked him to find someone ktv&il husband.

MB: Wow, that is a very interesting case.

RC: So that was a fascinating case, yeah. Somedagase ought to write a story or a book on
that trial, on that whole case.

MB: How did being a justice change the way that yaw politics in Maine?

RC: Well, you have to be, you have to be, disassegiatirself from politics, which is really
one of the things that, judges should be disaswatfaom politics. And so you don't, unlike
some other states where judges have to run farepflind have to run as Democrats or
Republicans. . . . Itinsulates you from politstsyou don’t, you know, you can’t contribute to
campaigns, you can'’t get involved in campaigns,yamddon’t have to contribute to campaigns.

MB: Did you then stop practicing law?



RC: When you become a judge it’'s full-time. Exceptthe probate judge, yes, Superior
Court’s full-time, | stopped practicing.

MB: Do you think that was a good choice on your pae;you. . . .?

RC: Yeah, | was happy as a judge. | was happy miagtiaw, but | was happy as a judge. |
really enjoyed the Superior Court. | think it wtae happiest of my life, the seven years on the
Superior Court. | served a full term on the Supe@ourt and | enjoyed it and | think it, | did a
pretty good job at it. And then | became, GoverlB@nnan also appointed me to this court just
as he was leaving office. He, there was a vacandyhe appointed me, nominated me.

MB: How have the courts changed in the years thavgdieen on them?

RC: Well, the law has become more complex, and tearare cases. And especially there’s
more kind of. . . . They’re more complex, the saske civil cases are more complex. And the
biggest changes | think have come in the Distrmtii©which is not the court | sat on, which is
the lower court, where there’s a lot more divonce® because of the family breakdowns, and a
lot more cases where children are at risk and hiaeng to protect children, child protective cases,
termination of parental rights cases, and a lotewaises where people get injunctions and allege
they’re being harassed or abused. So the Digoatt, that's probably changed more than
anything else. But courts are becoming, unfortelgat vehicle to solve some of society’s
problems, whereas ideally it would be just a plabere you resolve disputes. But especially
the District Court is becoming a place where peapéegoing to, you know, the breakdown of
the family has really affected the District Coutbt

MB: Are they hearing more custody cases?

RC: Well, there’s more divorces; there’s many, margrerdivorces, you know one out of two
marriages practically now. And there’s a lot oboisé of children. Children growing up with no
fathers, with a lot of people who used to be instihalized are now out, they may have
children. The children get neglected; they getsablu And the Department of Human Services
steps and seeks to protect the children and hisge load on that District Court.

MB: Do you feel as though this is a problem uniquBli&ne, orisit...?

RC: No, I think it's a national problem. As the sadiabric unwinds, a lot of the problems end
up with the courts.

MB: How has that changed your job and what you do?

RC: We see a lot more of those cases in the Appealst@an we used to; it's a lot more of
our, our caseload is made up of that kind of case.

MB: | wanted to ask you for some names of local paliieaders, as many as you can think of.
And | wanted to ask you abouwinntelligible phrase).



RC: Well, you know Louis Jalbert, have you heard thene?
MB: Uh-huh.

RC: Louis was a, he was a, in Lewiston politics hs wery prominent. He did not do well in
local elections to the city government, but he viresdid well in being elected to the State
House. Although, he did well because in those dag®lections were at large. That is,
Lewiston elected six representatives; | think thas the number. They weren't elected by
district; they were elected at large. So if twghemple ran for the House of Representatives in
the city of Lewiston, the six highest total were times elected and they could have all lived on
the same street. And he did well because his neaseknown. He didn’t do, when they
changed that to districts, he finally was defeatBdt he was an, he was, he’d call you up at
seven o’'clock in the morning. He was, and he htatréble reputation for truthfulness, and he
was convicted of some kind of a graft thing in 1960s.

MB: What did you think of him? Did you know him penslly at all?

RC: Idid. You couldn’t help but know Louis JalbeMVell, you tried not to anger him because
he was a great hater. And he, he always, he virhs Sapportive of me early, or at least he
appeared to be. Although one of the first actisl lug in the legislature when | was a senator,
was | voted for somebody else for the delegatee dddegation elects a chairman and he was
frequently elected chairman of the Androscogginr@puaelegation; each county would elect a
chairman. And | supported somebody else and Iriedihis wrath.

And then when he, he was the one that was instriahiengetting the bridge approved, that runs
by Bates, runs up here. It was a referendum. '§ hatv that bridge got approved, you know; it
was a referendum that he kind of engineered. $itathe legislature didn’t enact it; it was a
public referendum. And he wanted it named afterdeif, and | did not support that and he was
very angry with. . . . 1 didn’t participate in thete, | didn’t vote because, on the naming of the
bridge. But they named it the Veterans Memoriatige. So, yeah, he was less. . .. But after |
got out of the Senate he again became fairly fiiendou know, he was a guy who tried to get
involved in everything. And he had some succesdanting, you know, supporting people and
electing people but he was awfully difficult to death because he was kind of a double-dealing
fellow.

MB: Is there anyone else that you can think of?

RC: Well Frank Coffin, you know, was a, was a, he Wwafre my time, but he was a Lewiston
boy; went to Bates and ran for governor. And,altfh when he ran for governor | think he
was, by that time | think he was practicing lawPiortland. But he engineered [Ed] Muskie’s, he
revived the Democratic Party, was instrumental@cténg Muskie as governor in 1954, and
Muskie was elected. And [he] became very promibectiuse Maine’s elections in 19-, up until
the late 50s, Maine used to elect its senatorspitgressmen and its governor and its state. . . .
The state elects the legislature in Septembernnngovember.

And so that the saying “as Maine goes, so goesdtien,” that's where that came from, because



Maine would have its election in September. AnasbO36, yeah, which was the year that
Roosevelt ran for the second term, Maine, Mainkst®n was, | don’t think they voted for
President on that day but they voted for the otifisces, and they voted Republican. And so
people thought that Maine was a bell-weather statkit meant that Roosevelt, in Maine, was
going to be defeated. And the only state in 1936 Yoted Republican besides Maine was
Vermont, and so the expression “as Maine goespss the nation,” changed to “as Maine goes,
so goes Vermont.” Have you ever heard of this?

MB: Yeah, I've heard of the “nation” one, I've neike “Vermont” one.

RC: That's why, is because the September electiaut.th® relevance, Muskie was elected in
1954 as governor and it was a big upset. And lsecthe, it was in September, he got a huge
amount of publicity. And he was a governor-elbetwasn’t going to take office until January.
He got a huge amount of publicity which helped hiot later and he became two-term
governor, which was in those, was two-year termd,then became a United States senator. But
Coffin really kind of managed his campaign, andets a very prominent. And Muskie, if
Muskie would have been elected, if [Hubert] Humphneuld have been elected in 1968,
Muskie was his running mate, Frank Coffin probabbuld have been on the Supreme Court.
Frank Coffin is now a circuit judge on the, he’suatly retired now, he’s older. . .. But he
probably would have been appointed to the Supremwgt®ecause of Muskie; he was a great
friend of Muskie.

MB: Was your father or your uncle involved politigaltith Frank Coffin?

RC: No. They were, they were, Frank Coffin was, thweye kind of a generation earlier. I'm
sure my father probably contributed to his campaiga followed him. But, he was elected in
1960. Now that was the last huge; Kennedy wasadiediehere in Maine by a big margin, John
Kennedy. And that’s because the old anti-Caththiey came out of the woodwork to vote
against him. And Coffin did better than Kennedy th Maine. Coffin came fairly close, but it
was a sl-, Kennedy got slaughtered. And that virag &f the last hurrah of the old kind of
bigotry that, that kind of had existed for sucloag time.

And the Kl-, the reason the Klan was fairly popufacertain pockets in Maine was, James G.
Blaine was famous as being a, (the one the Blamesklis named after, the governor’'s
mansion), is, he, you know, he was a sponsor of aflanti-Catholic legislation to ex-, you

know, put up the barriers for Catholics and thatkof thing. No money spent on education for
Catholic schools and all that stuff; was a lothafttwith James Blaine. There were, there are a
lot of good people in Lewiston-Auburn, but Lewistwas kind of rough politics so many of the
good people that didn’t want to get involved inttearved on the boards and commissions which
were appointed and they didn’t have to. . .. ¥naw, mayor’'s campaigns were pretty rough.
The mayor’'s campaign was pretty important becausertayor appointed all the boards and
commissions . . .

MB: In the old charter?

RC: Yeah, in the old charter, yeah. But John Oresdis the first mayor who served more than



two years because he was, (you know, the amendméme charter that allowed two two-year
terms), he was the first mayor to do that. Anatha#lian Caron succeeded him as mayor and
she was the first woman mayor; we now have a wamayor, too. She’s the second. Then a
guy named Paul Dionne was a mayor. | think we'ad §ood, very good mayors. A lot of the
mayors have been lawyers; at least, | was a lamygitwo predecessors were lawyers, Orestis
was a lawyer, and Paul Dionne was a lawyer. Se twere quite a few lawyers who were
mayors during the ‘70s and ‘80s. Paul Dionne i&,nworks for the Worker’'s Compensation
Commission; | think he’s the director or somethdrigt.

MB: Were there any other people that you. . . .?

RC: Bill Hathaway, William Hathaway was from AuburAnd he was congressman and then
he was the United States Sen--- he was the ondéffedted Mrs. Margaret Chase Smith, and
then was defeated by [Bill] Cohen in 1978 for Us8nator. He was from this, he was, he came
out of this area. I'm trying to think of, a mayairLewiston was Alton Lessard who, who was a
state senator and then became a Superior Cous.judg was a, | think he was a pretty
prominent guy that was involved in politics. Befdrwas elected, in the ‘40s, the ‘30s, the ‘40s
and the ‘50s you pretty much, and the ‘60s, yottyrauch had to have a French name to be
elected as a mayor. Not so much alderman if yadlin certain sections, but.

MB: Who were some of the people from your fatherymg uncle’s time?

RC: Louis Brann was, (Brann & Isaacson law firm, BARN-N, his name was Louis Brann),
was elected governor in 1932 and that was, you kitoat was very unusual in those days. And
he was, he practiced law here; he was a city saliend he was, you know, the city attorney and
he was involved in politics. But Lewiston-Auburidd't elect too many people prominent in
politics because it was a Democratic area anddigeyt have any. . .. Frank Coffin was

elected congressman from this district in 1956 reayb’58, but he was the first in many years.
And we didn’'t have a senator, a Democratic senatdrl Muskie was elected in 1958.

MB: How was your brother, | mean your father anddnggher involved with those people that
you just mentioned?

RC: Well they were, they were involved in the ‘20sldhe ‘30s but it was a, it was mostly a
losing. . .. I mean it was, the legislature waagy prominently, predominantly Republican.
And, as was, | mean, they, | don’t think we hadesridcratic United States senator or
Democratic congressman or, very rarely in thosesd&ut they, you know, they would support
local legislators and they would support people wdrofor Congress and the United States
Senate usually without much success. It was aypmaich of a one party state in those days.
And the pockets of Democratic strongholds were lséai and Biddeford and Waterville and
some up in Aroostook County. And other than thaytwere, Democrats had a tough time.

MB: Was, were the politics in those areas really different or was it just like you said, about.
L2

RC: 1think they were less ideological and more ah@uagainst them. | mean, the, especially



the Franco-Amer-, the Irish and the Franco-Amesdaift kind of left out and that, you know,
they never got any, there was never any judgesiafgaiothat were either French or Irish. And
that, | mean, there was very little of that andhsd they were, it was a, it was kind of an “in-
your-face.” Whereas | think that that kind of, yknow, | think that that’s less strong than it
used to be, that feeling that you. . . . Becahsestate is balanced now politically, more
balanced and so I think there’s less feeling tht& hever us, it's always you kind of thing.”

MB: Who are some people that are still living that ¥oow that it would be beneficial to, the
oral history project to interview in the area?

RC: Judge Delahanty who sits here; he might be. Wadnother, who’s my cousin, was Judge
Clifford’s daughter but she was a, she was matoetom Delahanty, Sr. who was a judge. But
he was a great friend of Muskie and Coffin andtadse people. He ran for Congress in 1960
and was, lost, but he, so he was a, she wouldlea@tell you a lot more than | would about

that kind of era because a lot of those peopl@ave[in their] ‘70s and ‘80s and dying off.

She’s in her eighties but she’s very sharp. Saslat be someone. She knew Muskie well and
her husband was in on that, | think on the insidihat Muskie group and he’d be much more
informative about that than | would be. | mearistead but she would be much more
informative than | would be, and maybe her son woul

MB: Who's her son?
RC: Judge Delahanty who's a Superior Court judged Ais office is down the hall here.
MB: And his father was. .. .?

RC: Thomas Delahanty. His father was a lawyer in istam, served one or two terms in the
state legislature, ran for Congress in 1960, 1@ year that, yeah, | think it was 1960 or maybe
it was another year. But he served as the Chaioh#re Public Utilities Commission; Muskie
appointed him to serve as a Public Utilities Consmois. And then he was appointed as a judge
in the ‘60s I think.

MB: And this is Tom Delahanty?

RC: Yeah, Tom senior. And he was, he had, he ocdupis seat. He didn’t have this office
but the seat that I'm on the Supreme Court wasinktit was the seat he had. | think | was; |
didn’t succeed him directly but | think there wasequdge between us that, this is the seat that
he had. He's dead, but his son who | think hasetiypgood grasp of their family history. . . .
And his mother, if you could get a chance to, shews a lot | think about that.

MB: Is there anyone else you can think of?

RC: You could talk to Bill Hathaway; he’s still aliveHe’s in Washington.

MB: Oh, really.



RC: Yeah. | don’t think he and Muskie, was, | thihlere was maybe a little tension between
them but he’d give you a lot of information. Fra@é&ffin, you people must have, doing this they
must have, you must have got a lot of input fromnkrCoffin. He’s still living and he’s still
sharp, and he was the engineer of the whole thing.

Oh Shep, Shepherd Lee also was very close to Mugkie he’s a, you know Lee, the big car
dealerships, he’s been a very successful guy astdligery active in his business and is still
very active in politics | think. 1 don’t know homuch of the project you have, but | mean, he,
these people would, I’'m sure maybe they’'ve alrdaeiyn interviewed, they've probably been,
for the Muskie thing.

MB: Some of them, yeah. | wanted to ask you a lmtiabewiston politics and how they've
evolved. Can you recall a time when there waditisghe Democratic Party here in Lewiston?
I've been told about that.

RC: Well there always was, there’s always tensionspitis. For example, | think in 1968 |
remember a lot of the Bates professors showed tieaé caucus-. . .. They used to have these
caucuses to elect delegates to go to the stateentom. And they came because they supported
Eugene McCarthy or Bobby Kennedy or something, kimmw. And a lot of the people who did
the work on the Democratic Party would resent thepte from Bates showing up ideologically-
driven, whereas these people were, you know, thedaeatic Party was kind of a social thing

for them and they worked hard all the time. Andysah, that was, the tensions were, at the
caucuses then were, because of the Vietham WarAnd a lot of people supported the war and
a lot of people opposed the war. And, you knovenhember that, that's the split that, | mean, |
think, | was a delegate then and | could, | knegreéhwas, that you could sense that.

You know, it was the Muskie people were more théitional and, because Muskie knew he

was going to, have a chance to become the vicederggl. . . . And Humphrey was a,

supported the war as Johnson’s vice president, asnand so that the dissonance, | remember
that’s split. But it was only, see the local pobtdidn’t get involved in that because it was non-

it was kind of non-partisan, it was not. . . . iB@as only every two years we had these caucuses
and people would resent the people from Bates stgowp to. . . . The professors would, you
know, and others too, would come and, especiallg8nwvhen the Vietnam thing was prominent.
But it’s ‘68 | remember in particular because ¢hesere a lot of McCarthy supporters and
probably Bobby Kennedy supporters. And the maditional people would, tended to support
Muskie and Humphrey and the war.

MB: Do you remember any splits involving, like youdshouis Jalbert or Bill Rochelle [sic]?
RC: Who? Rocheleau?

MB: Yes, that's, sorry.

RC: Well, yeah, those were, yeah, Rocheleau ran éam@ Attorney and my brother Bill, who

was the one that preceded in the Senate, Williahd was elected County Attorney in 1966 in
the Democratic primary which was a huge upset, lsxae was, again, the first non-Franco in a



long time to be elected to county office. Rocheleas his opponent. Louis Jalbert supported
my brother and then Rocheleau in the same yedreMee ‘66, was elected mayor. And he ran
against a guy named Albert Cote who weighed aliwaethundred and fifty pounds. You heard
that name?

MB: No, | haven't.

RC: Albert was kind of Louis’, he was a state repn¢égtive. He was always elected a state
representative. He was a pretty smart guy, heanecent guy, but he was, people just wouldn’t
elect him mayor. He weighed three hundred, hechaoked teeth and he weighed three hundred
and fifty pounds and people thought that Louis &dlbad too much influence over him. That
was a kind of a bitter election, the mayor’s elaati | was, supported Cote. | was going to be
Cote’s, or at least | was told that if Cote wonduhd be his city attorney. The mayor made the
city attorney appointments then. And Cote gotgidered, | mean, Rocheleau. . .. And so
Rocheleau, Rocheleau was a very decent guy akdd Rocheleau a lot.

In those days, because of my brother’s electioad wn the wrong, you know, on the opposite
side of the political thing in a couple of electonl served one, my first year as an alderman.
Rocheleau was the mayor; it was his second terut, y8ah, Jalbert was, that, the mayor’s
election in 1966 was definitely a Jalbert groupsusrRocheleau group mayor’s race and
Rocheleau won, whereas the previous spring my érdtad defeated Rocheleau as, in the
Democratic primary for County Attorney. That’s whihe County Attorney was a part-time job
and it was just for the Androscoggin County. N&w District Attorney is [made up of] three
counties.

MB: So when there was a split within the party itndido much . . .?

RC: It was less ideological than personality. Beedhgy were, they were all, | mean there
wasn’t much difference in ideology of any of them.

MB: But that wasn’t, since it was non-partisan, tleeteon to begin with, the split . . .

RC: The mayor’s one?

MB: Yeah.

RC: Yeah but it was a personality; | mean there wdsfmite split in the personality. Louis
Jalbert was definitely aligned with Cote. Louitb&at had run for mayor at least once, and, he
was defeated. People wouldn'’t elect him. Andgéeple wouldn't elect Cote; they didn’t want
him to be. . .. They didn’t mind electing him tingre in Augusta, but they didn’t want him to be
their spokesman and their poster child | guess.

MB: What sort of reputation did Lewiston have in poditical world?

RC: 1think probably a lousy one.



MB: Why?

RC: Well, because the former government was so strang unique. This elective
representatives didn’t have as much power as nitess end it was, you know, a lot of people in
those days were called. . .. The reason foraatthe corruption in the ‘30s and people
couldn’t be trusted kind of thing; the politiciaosuldn’t be trusted. So you had to, you had to
do two things: you had to take the power away ftbendumb politicians and you had to give
enough power to the Republicans to give them the @eer anything real bad. And I think in
Maine, | think the most pervasive prejudice in Mais anti-Franco prejudice.

MB: Really?

RC: Yes, I do. | don't think there’s any questioroabit. The jokes that you hear in Maine are
not Polish jokes or they're not; they're Francogek

MB: | haven't heard any. Do you know any?

RC: Well, | mean, any joke that’s like a Polish jakat you hear in some parts of the country
would be, it wouldn’t be told in the form of a Psiiijoke, it would be formed in the, told in the
form that, the butt of the joke would be a Franaoekican.

MB: Why is that?

RC: Because it's, because the, | think a lot of & teado with first of all the old prejudice, the
Catholic prejudice, | think, has carried over sorhatv And then the language difference. They
speak, a lot of the older people, first of all, lcl’t even speak English, and secondly they spoke
with an accent, you know, with an obvious accefd so | think people tended to make fun of
them. And the income, the wages were low herepaagle were generally, it was a city that
was shoe shops and textiles and low wages.

MB: What were some of the memorable events or cirtamaes from your experiences in
politics?

RC: Well in the, you know, in the mayor’s, in theycgfovernment was the changing of the
charter and | think giving the city a charter tsaeally, | think, a very good charter. And the
state politics would be, would be sponsoring a whallot of bills that were, you know, good
bills. Having participated in sponsoring the criadicode, which | work with every day. . . .
And when | became a trial judge, | hadn’t had afatriminal experience and it was very easy
to, the criminal code, because it was organizedtands well written. | didn’t have anything to
do with the writing of it, | mean, it was recommexdoy a commission, it was. But to have
sponsored it to get it through the legislature was. So that those things, you know, you affect
your, you make a state a better place to live, @tyaa better place. In doing that you can have
an impact if you. . . . And | think | had a, | tkihwas a pretty effective senator. | wasn'’t very
partisan and | sponsored a whole lot of bills atftblight most of them were good bills. 1 tried
to give us a unicameral legislature, but that didrork.



MB: What were some of your involvements with Ed Maskiirectly, or indirectly?

RC: That would have, when | was the mayor probablyrerthan any. . .. We really did very
well by him from the Dept. of Housing and Urban,atdver the department was, with Model
Cities. We did a lot with the Model Cities. Weilba school and got a lot of good programs
and we got a lot. . . . We used the money wdllawiston with Model Cities, on Model Cities
projects. [We] built a community center and sgéietmoney wisely, | think. And Muskie was
instrumental in getting us a fairly lar-, you knoawery large grant. That was a direct
involvement with him. | didn’t, | really was neveery, | campaigned for him locally and, |
didn’t, you know, go. ... | wasn’'t a prominetatewide politician or anything; there were a lot
of people. | remember going, in 1975 or ‘6 wherthmught, Senator Cohen, then representative
Cohen, was going to run against him. | remembepeagning with him in downtown Lewiston
because | was still, | had just recently been mayak | was a senator and brought him down to
some of the social clubs.

MB: So you did know him a bit on a social level, or?

RC: Well | wouldn’t call it a soc-, | mean it, social. . | remember when | was a boy in high
school he had just been elected governor and Heesgiphe spoke at some function. And he
came to my hou-, they arranged it, so he came tamgymother, he came to my house for
dinner before he spoke. And he had to go upstaidshe had to take a nap before he spoke and,
after dinner. And then they woke him up and hetespeak at some, at the function. |
remember he, you know, that’s the first time | imed. He was a, as | say, because he was
elected in September he got a lot of [publicitytfemember he was on the coverl e

Magazine because of the “as Maine goes” thing. |Bidn’t, you know, and I, | became, when |
came back here and began to practice law and getpalitics, you know, you’d see him at
functions at these dinners and things; you shakédmd. I’'m not sure he, I'm sure he didn't. . .
. I was just one of many people that he had td\dih.

MB: What do you think his major qualities were?

RC: He was smart and he was, he, | think basically avpretty, he wasn’t a very sophisticated
man | think. And I think he kind of had a visigrgu know, certain things that he was interested
in. And he was a very good legislator in enactikg things in the environment. And in Maine

he just opened the kind of the door to the twoypsystem because the people saw that he was a
Democrat and he was a good, you know, he was agwasinor and he was a good senator and
so that that helped end the kind of the one-paity. r

And | think he was a pretty, you know, | don’t tkihe, he didn’t dump his wife, you know, he
maintained; | think he was a good family man. Wbt of those people, you know, they go
down there and they end up, you know, with a youmgeman. And, | mean, you know, it’s,
look at what Mitchell and Cohen and, they, you kntveir marriages both failed. He really
was, maintained a simplicity about him that, thatyou know, he, that never was a problem
with him. | don’t think he ever chased women or. .He was always a pretty, guy, that rock-
solid guy that was a good family man and had séweéiklren, five, four, five kids and was a
good family man and paid attention. And | thinkwas not, | think in the ‘70s he was a little



afraid of Cohen because he had been, he had bessopreminent nationally that he didn’t come
home very often, and | think he was a little wadrtbat, in 1976, that the Maine people were
going to take it out on him. But other than thatdu know, that’s what | think about him, as
his-

End of Sde Two, Tape One
Sde One, Tape Two

RC: That's something | know very little, about is {xesidential campaign.
MB: Oh, really.

RC: Because his, Mus-, you know his. . .. | knowk&hields was his campaign manager,
wasn’'t he? The guy that’s on, the guy that’'s orlNiglit-Lehrer and Capitol Gang?

MB: Ohreally? I'm not sure. I'm not sure. So Sav8eliveau, though. . ..?

RC: Yeah, he knows, he first, he’s, he knows and rebegs everything about everybody and
he’s very smart and he was directly involved inEremocratic Party. John Orestis would be
another one. He no longer practices law but hrethe nursing home business; that's John
Orestis there in that. He was the mayor afterd aad he was very friendly with Severin
Beliveau and probably knows more about the Mudkiegtthan 1 would @nintelligible word).

MB: Why would you consider the qualities that you tiwred in Muskie significant to him?

RC: Well because I think they’re kind of unusualhé, really was smart. | thought he, people
thought he was, | thought he was smart and, yowka@s a good speaker. Well, he spoke too
long | thought sometimes, but I. ... And | thbtige was an extemporary, | mean, he could
speak without notes and that he was; he knew waatas talking about. One of the things that
he did was, when Paul Dionne was elected maya@z (jenust have been 1980 and Muskie was
still a senator; it was not long before Muskie bmeegSecretary of State), and he was the speaker
at the inaugural banquet for Dionne. And he spakeé, he spoke about foreign policy and it was
late at night, because in Lewiston they used t@ hlae inauguration and then they had a
banquet. So it was, and it was a weekday, andst wou know, it was late. And Muskie spoke
a little too long and he didn’t speak a whole lobat Paul Dionne. He spoke about, you know,
affairs of state and | remember a lot of people, kwow, looking at their watches and

wondering when he was going to end. And plus éloe that he, you know, it didn’t sound like
someone speaking at a, someone else’s inaugurdtiamas, so he tended to be, you know, and
he tended to, the affairs of state were importaimim and | guess you can understand that. But,
he had been elected | think in 1976 again and hédamave been up for election | suppose in
‘82 so, but he became Secretary of State.

MB: Do you remember any event or circumstances lnatrated his character or abilities that
you witnessed or heard about?

RC: Well | thought he spoke well most of the timepéan he, at, you know, at conventions and



at the Jefferson dinners or whatever they callechthAnd | thought he did a, | thought he was a
good vice presidential candidate. His, he almast wm 1968 and, [Richard] Nixon had a huge
lead and | thought he helped, | thought he helpaahphrey on the ticket. You know, he was a
pretty rock-solid guy from Maine and they usedad him “Lincolnesque” all the time. And |
think his reputation on the laws on the environnweete. . . . | mean he, he’s known for that
probably more than almost anything less as fahasational scenélnterruption)

MB: What contributions did he make, if any, to thgtice system in Maine and the functioning
of the justice system?

RC: Well in the last years of his life he became prant in the, in support of the Maine Bar
Foundation, which is an organization that raisesegydo pay for legal services for people who
can't afford it. He, I think, he became, he wass tlonorary, or the chairman of it | think. And,
but that’s af-, that was post-retirement. And santas very involved in that. Frank Coffin is
also involved in that, if you speak to Frank Caffirm sure these people probably have already.
So he was very involved in the Maine Bar Foundasibthe end of his career and | guess did a
good job. And very, was just not an honorary, amehe actually, | guess, became very
involved in it and contributed a whole lot to thethat. And that's a very active organization
that raises a lot of money for legal services fogle who can’t afford it.

MB: Do you have any vignettes about Muskie that yauldtshare with us, stories or
experiences?

RC: 1, I mean | know that he was very, very nice t®.nWhen I, during this process of, when
my direct involvement with him as the mayor, on khedel Cities he was very helpful and very
gracious and treated the people from the city vesly. And, you know, | just think he was a
decent man. | mean, | think he was a, his wifelery nice lady and he, you know, he
maintained his religious faith and he maintainedityalty to his family and | think those are
very important qualities.

MB: Is there anything else that I've missed that fgal is important from your experience, that
you want others to know about you or your times?

RC: Well, | think that I've spoken about myself mahan | have, more than other people are
interested in I'm sure already. But Muskie igystjthink there are people who are more familiar
with him than I. And some, I've given you the nana# some of them. John Orestis, Severin
Beliveau would be some. Maybe this guy, whose niarkenry Bourgeois and he’s in Augusta.
... And he’s the, (oh God, what's his title?)shitne head of the Maine, used to be, he was the
librarian in Lewiston and | appointed him as theddbCities director. He was very capable; did
a great job. And now he is the, it's the organarathat’s, a kind of an organization of
businesses that is a statewide organization thatpgetial funding from the state | think. But he
might have some stories about Muskie because héswaas more directly involved with
Muskie’s office, because he was the Model Citiesalor, than | was, | mean |, at the time |
guess. And that was my direct involvement wasrdythe. . . .

MB: Model Cities project.



RC: Yeah. Of course that was a very, that was,waatthe big federal dole in those days.
MB: So Muskie was a senator at the time that you gettng this?

RC: Yes, Muskie was a senator. [He] was elected gmven 1954 and he served two two-year
terms, which was the maximum. And then he wadetkio the Senate in 1958, he defeated a
guy named Fred Paine who was the senator, who Rapablican. And he served in the Senate
until he was appointed secretary of state in 198€lieve by Jimmy Carter. And that's how
Mitchell became a senator. Mitchell, who was aypich federal judge in, a United States
District Court judge, and Muskie had been veryrimsiental in getting Mitchell that judgeship.
Muskie became Secretary of State because CyruseMasgned because of Carter’s aborted
attempt of rescue of the hostages, did you know?nbt telling you anything that’s a secret
here. Jimmy Carter, the hostages were in Iran @neinJimmy Carter attempted a rescue. Cyrus
Vance, | guess, was involved in diplomatic thinggeét them out and the rescue failed. And
Vance was upset that the rescue was undertakenierastempt, resigned, and Muskie, who was
senator, Carter appointed as Secretary of Stamel tihen Mitch-, because of the vacancy, the
governor fills the vacancy of a United States semafnd Governor Brennan appointed George
Mitchell and that's how Mitchell became a senator.

MB: What did Lewiston do with the Public Cities Model .

RC: Model Cities?

MB: ....Model Cities that led to Muskie beingagapreciative of the effort?

RC: Of us being so appreciative of Muskie’s effort?

MB: Well, yeah, if that's how it worked.

RC: Because Muskie got us a lot of money.

MB: And what did Lewiston do with the money?

RC: Oh, I think we built a model; a community centee did. We took some of the money
and made a lot of repairs, infrastructure rep&ias tvere very badly needed and, you know,
would have really put a crimp on the, in the oldt pé the city, water, sewer, and the, under,
repairs under the streets. We got a new schoathwiias downtown. And all the new schools
had been on the outskirts so that people in thenttomn areas, who were the low-income
people, were attending, you know, older schoolswlee probably somewhat inferior. We got
a school and a community center downtown, and tivere other things that, that. . . .

So we got a substantial amount of money and | thialspent it very well. But we were very
grateful to Muskie for getting us, you know, he wasy influential and got us a substantial

amount of money. Nixon was the president andNixn was a big Model Cities advocate.
But Muskie was very instrumental in getting a gemsrgrant to the city.



MB: Just to Lewiston-Auburn or to all the cities iraie?

RC: Well I'm sure that other cities got grants. But focus at the time was on Lewiston-
Auburn and it was. Not Auburn, | mean Lewistonp@itn may have gotten some too, | can’t
recall. |1 know that Lewiston got a very generoteng and that’s because Bourgeois did a great
job at presenting the case. And we went down Nuaskie was very gracious and was very
influential in getting our grant for us.

MB: Is there anything else?

RC: No.

End of Interview
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