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Oectober 11, 1960 Portland Press Hereld

Court-Appointed Monitor Keeps
Androscoggin Pollution In Check

BOSTON--The Androscoggin River in Maine, apparently the only
river in the United States which has a court-appointed moniter to
control its pollution from humen and industrial westes, was put
under scrutiny at the convention of the imerican Soclety of Civil
Engineers here Monday.

Ho stream in the United States, according to E. Sherman Chase,
a consulting engineer of Boston, hes had so long a record of obser-
vations and analyses under privete auspices for pollution as the
Androscoggin. Chase is a consultant with the firm of lietcalf &
Eddy, Boston.

Neither, he sald, has there been any other stream, in his
knowlodge, where the pollution has been controlled by a court-
appointed momnitor, who was retained by the contributors of the
ma jor sources of the pellution.

Chase presented a gup-r giving a review of 20 years experience
with the river, the pollution of which is from the untreated sewsge
of about 100,000 people, discharged along its 200 mines to tide-
water at Brunswick, Meine, and its tridbutaries, along with the dis-
charges from cotton textile plants and pulp and paper manufecturing.

The largest contribution of pollution, he said, comes from
the pulp and {upcr mills in the area.

Back in 1947, Chase reported, the rotten egg" odor of hydrogen
sulfite from the paper mills had become so objectionable that
Dr. Welter A. Lawrance, professor of chemistry at Bates College,
was appointed sdministretor to regulate those activities of the
mills which eaused the undue pollution of the river. The legal
sction had been started by the state attorney genersl.

Also, there wes another equally unpleasaent smell, desoribed
as the "pig-pen" for lack of a definite appelletion. The con-
centration of hydrogen sulfite in the atmosphere was sufficient
to discolor paint on houses end to tarnish exposed metals.

Chase said that the experience with the Androscoggin River
over the 20-year period had demonstrated, among other things:

-1, The relatively long time it has taken to effeot corrective
measures of industrisl pollution, irrespective of the legal
measures involved.

2. The practicebility of the unique method of monitoring the
sanitary condition of the streem by a court-appointed administretor
retained by the offending mills.

November 15, 1960 Lewiston kvening Journal
Pollution Nationwide

While Maine's water poliution problem has been the subject
of much discussion the past two decades, we can be thankful our
problem is not as serious as that in & number of states. This
reason to be thenkful should not lessen efforts to make progress



in ecleening up major waterways such as the indroscoggin, the
Kennebec, the Saco and the Penobscot, and a number of smaller
but highly polluted rivers and streams. At the same time it
serves as & reminder thst iaine has not been more remiss then
many other states in attending to pollution problems.

Monday's Wall Street Journal included an article by Jonathen
Spivek which should be read by all who are interested in seeing
cleaner waters. The erticle points out the federal Public Health
Service is engaged in & struggle currently to bring ebout a clean-
up along the kississippi River., 8t. Joseph, Mo., has refused to
build & $9% million sewage treatment system ordered by the federal
government end the government now has sued the city in order to
force such action,

This court action will have much influence upon future pollu-
tion elean-up. If the city wins the legel battle the Congress may
be expected to enact stronger legislation., If the federal govern-
ment is the victor, then additional action by Washington may be
expected ageinst communities deemed guilty of dumping an unwerranted
amount of weste and sewage into waterways whieh flow interstate.

Of course the problem of pollution is not confined to munici-
palities alone, Industries throughout the nation represent a
significent contributing factor to our hundreds of seriously pol-
luted rivers and streams, In sddition to this there is the prob-
lem of various new chemicel discoveries such es fertilizers, syn-
thetic detergents and the like. OSome of these defy existing
techniques for treating weter so it will be comparatively pollution
free.

Pollution definitely will be & long~-term problem. This fact
actually stresses the need for advancement ageinst it in all parts
of the nation. Unless there is constant effort there will be no
net gain mede in efforts to promote cleaner waters.

Lewiston Evening Journal December 13, 1960
Local League Of VWomen Voters To Attend Hearing

Representetives of both the Auburn and Lewiston Lesgue of
Women Voters will attend the hearing being held tomorrow at the
Lewiston City Hall concerning the Androscoggin River.

. Representatives of both groups will be present each hour
throughout the hearing being conducted by a corps of Army engineers
concerning pollution in the river.

Mrs. iLuwrence Ward of Lewiston, president of the state league,
will meke =2 statement end the local leagues will also have prepared
statements.

They are also interested in the conference on water pollution
being held December 12 to 14 in Weshington, D.C. This first feder-
ally conducted conference has been called by Dr. Leroy E. Burney,
surgeon general of the U.S. Public Health Service at the request
of President Eisenhower and the Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare,
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Lewiston Daily Sun December 14, 1960
PLAIN TALK URCED BY POLLUTION FOES
"Stink" Called Impact Word with Effectiveness

WASBHINGTON (AP)-- The word "stink" was suggested Tuesday as
a rallying ery to get more help from the pudblic in the bettle
against pollution of the nation's lakes, rivers and streams.

The suggestion was made at & national conference on water
pollution problems celled by the Publie Health Service, whose
heed, Surgeon General Leroy E. Burney has described the problems
"a national disgrece,”

The impect of the word "stink"™ in describing water pollution
was put forth by R,.G.Lyneh, a columhaist for the lilwaukee Journal,
and an suthority on conservation water and wildlife resources.

Then Mrs. arthur E, Whittewmore of Hingham, Mass., director
of the lLeague of ¥Women Voters of the United States suggested that
the word be used by community groups to rally public support in
the pollution contreol fight. &he was commenting on Lynch's speech.

Lyneh said a public sense of urgeney 1ls needed to intensify
the fight ageinst water pollution, edding:

"Some people thimk it (stink) is not a nice word. To me it
is a working word; it hes impact. Nice words, like nice guys, as
Leo Durocher once said, don't win.”

But Lynebh cautioned that "ea lot of modern pollution dcesn't
stink and people can't see it, so they must be warned, becsuse it
is damned well a flceod."”

Mrs. Whittmore, teking up the ball, told the conference:

"..another tribute to the word 'stink'., The League of Women
Voters of Besumont Texas, found it effective some yeers ago when
they were unable to get the community aroused sbout a particularly
bad sewage disposal problem. In desperation they adopted the
slogen ‘'Beaumont is beautiful but it stinks.' This shock treat-
ment worked!"™

Lewiston Daily Sun (Editorial) December 14, 1960
The Androscoggin River Hearings

- By & coinecidence, the Army Corps of Engineers is holding
hearings in the Andreoscoggin river dasin on its flood and pollu-
tion problems at the same time a thousand persons or more are
gathered in Washington for the first Netional Conference on Water
Pollution.

The capitel was aptly chosen for the nationwide meeting,
since the Potomae is now one of the most heavily-polluted of
#wmericen rivers. Yet from the viewpoint of local pride--or loecal
disgust--we csn point to our own Androscoggin and insist that it
doesn’'t have to take a back seat to any of the riparien sewers
that now oriss-eross the United States.

There are all kinds of reasons why we should force the abate-
ment of water pollution, wherever found, and today's Lewiston
hearing by the Army Engineers will hear them catalogued by represen-
tatives of the kaine State League of Women Voters. PFPollution,
industrial and municipal, reduces the amount of our usable water
supply, it discoursges arrival of new industries, it injures all



&

types of recreation, which in this State is a big income-producer,

That aspect will be stressed at Washington, and we note that
the list of speskers is heavily dominated by health and medical
officials, e nation is now using 250 billion gallons of water
daily; in 20 years this is expected to inocrease to 600 billion
gellons, Viater can be re-used, and thus stretch available supplies.
But it cennot be reused if it is polluted, and the current dis-
charge of vast amounts of refuse into our streams and lakes and
other watercourses--even the ocean~-is tremendously wasteful.

The problem in this State ls already so serious that we are
not going to be allowed to go on polluting while other parts of
the country--as they must--glean up thelr rivers. Today's hearing
mey help impress this upon larger numbers of kaine voters and
civic leaders, and especially upon the Legislature.

Lewiston Evening Journal December 14, 1960

Jacques 3lams 'Vested Interests'
That Use Androscoggin As Sewer

Wants Progrem To Restore River To Proper Use
Speeks at Army Hearing on Andrescoggin Conmtrol

Lewiston Mayor Emile Jacques today, speaking before the U.S.
Army hearing on the Androscoggin River ﬁaain Flood Control, teed
off on vested interests who use the Androscoggin River as a private
sewer. IHe called upon those present to "abandon the outmoded
token operations of the present and to embark upon & program teo
ro-tgro"tho Androscoggin to a2 point where it will be the servant
of all.

The meeting held by the U.S., Army Engineering Department
took place in the Lewiston Muniecipal Courtroom with Brig. Gen.
Seymore A. Potter Jr., presiding. He was accompanied by engineers
William Slagle and Alexander C., Stewart. All are from the USED
headquarters at Waltham, Mass.

Pollution

About 50 persons attended the session at which flood contreol
measures and recommendations were discussed, Although the meeting
at times turned into more of a discussion of river pollution, it
was brought back to the issue at hand by General Fotter.

He pointed out on a couple of occasions that the Engineering
Department is interested in hearing of pollution mesasures in-so-
far as they can be accomplished as an integral part of a flood
eontrol program. He pointed out that this is as far s the Congress
has euthorized the Corps to go.

In his statement--handed to Gen. Potter to read--the mayor
of Lewiston said:

"For a long time now, we have been annoyed by & filthy and
foul river running bdetween our cities of Lewiston and Aubura,

Every time thet positive steps have been proposed to correct
this bad situstion, opposition in the form of scare propagands and
exaggerated eppraisal has beaten-off those steps which must accomp-
any common-sense progress in our day.

The existence of such conditions as are found in this river
has traglc consequences on the social and economic life of the
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entire area, FPollution, dlight and their by-preducts are barriers
to the growth of any community, and the notoriety of the Androscog-
gin River has damaged the reputation of our city.

While we welcome and co-operate with surveys and further
studies, in all fairness it should be noted that the history of
this riithy river makes any apprehensive citizen arrive at the
eonclusion that too mueh study and no positive action on actual
glong-?p means that all we have is stall, delays and 'study to

eath,

The history of the fight to rid the Androscoggin of pollution
will show that the present Water-perfuming" operation, as ordered
by the court, at best is nothinilbut a dishonest attempt to appease
the general publie, but after all these years has not increased
the quality of the water.

As meyor of lLewiston, 1 call for action based on the past
end studies--imnediate and positive sction--to assure in a few
yeers a river fit to be used for multi-purposes in whieh both
industry and the public's welfare ere served, as is the duty of
any responsible leadership.

No one expects the river to be restored to its pristine
clarity of pure, salmon-filled weters, but it is imperative for
our future growth thet the Androscoggin River be useful for bus~
iness, industry and the recreational advantages that accompany
boating, bathing and fishing for the rough or lesser -gooios.

There is a leck of water for the use of industry in our com-
munity. This imperils the operation of our present industries
and hampers the expansion we must plan if we are to meet the
demands of the future.

It is time to abandon the outmoded token operations of the
present and to embark upon a program to restore the Androscoggin
to a point where it will be the servant of all--not the slave
and private sewer of a vested few.”

All It Cen

Several persons present at the session took issue with the
Mayor's statement in that they felt it appliéd to their own opera-
tions.

A representative of the Brown Paper Co. at Berlin, N. H,.,
John W, Jordan, vice president and counsel, sald he took issue
with the meyor's statement and pointed out that the company is .
doing all it can %o abate pollution of the Androscoggin. He said
the Brown Co., is putting into the river only a small percentage
of the pollution now entering the river. He said the mayor's
statement was "irresponsible, at this time."

Dr. Walter Lawrance, head of the Bates College chemistry de-
partment, and Androscoggin River laster, said, "To say nothing
has been done is false." He pointed out that by next summer the
peper companies on the river will have spent about $20-millien
to abate the problem of pollution.

Science

He sald, "There has been & great deal of progress mede through
scientific-proéedure. The progress made on the Androscoggin River
is greater than upon any other river its size of which I know."

Mayor Jacques interjected the comment, "Let those companies
take cars of thoeir waste and Lewiston will take care of its own,"
He made this statement in response to a comment made by Lawrance
thet the amount of weste from the companies would be just about
equal to thet of the municipalities by next summer.
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At this point General Potter again reminded the group that
the discussion was held to consider means of effective flood
eontrol in the Androscoggin River Basin.

Mayor Jacques then pointed out that flood control might be
hampered the amount of solid waste being dumped into the river.
He said, "The polluting material is filling the river from the
bottom-up, raising the level of the water year by year." He
pointed out that sooner or later there won't be any river bank--
the water will spreead everywhere.

General Potter said that if the pollutant is a solid it
might affect works on flood control. However, Dr. Lawrance pointed
out that altho both solid and soluable forms of pollution are
present, there isn't enough of the solid material to materially
affect the flood control work.,

Congressional representative-elect Peter A. Garland, present
in the sudience, was asked if he wanted to address the group.

His comment: "I'm just listening.”
11 Floods

Roscoe L. Clifford, Auburn planner, submitted to the Corps
a copy of Auburn's floed control plan which is a part of the re-
cently esdopted zon ordinance. He pointed out that the ordinance
containe a flood plain zZone and urged that the Corps study the
ordinance for adequacy and pess it on to other communities if it
is found adequate.

General Potter, in opening the meeting, spoke on the history
of the river basin and pointed out that over the past 68 years
there have been 1l general flood s in the basin--the last of which
came in 1958, He said that the damage done in the one before
that, in 1936, emounted to $4,4-million.

"According to today's prices,™ he said, "thet same flood
would do $11.6 million demage.” He said that within the basin
there are two causes which combined to ereate flooding. They are
heavy rainfell end melting snow. He pointed out thet a combina-
tion of the two caused 10 of the eleven floods in the past 68
years. He reported that zronontly there are no federal flood con-
trol projects being worked uponm in the basin,

According to Gen. Potter, the time required for study of the
matter, inecluding recommendations which have to go up the ladder
to Congress and then back down to the engineers, can well be ex-
pected to be two or three years.

The League of Women Voters, represented by lrs. Robert Mac-
Pherson of Auburn, submitted a statement, a part of whiech follows:

"As a result of its study, the League of Women Voters supports
those policies and procedures which promote comprehension, long-
range planning for conservation and development of water resources.
We stress the need for coordinated administration, for regional
and river basin glaanine. and for equitable financing.

In the development of any river besin, the projects to be
eonsidered must be tailored to all the needs of the region., Bas-
ing our opinion on our study of the Androscoggin River Basin, the
League feels obliged to point out that while flood eontrol should
be considered in proposed multi-purpose i:ojootl. it is g:llntien
which presents the most serious problem the river basin.

An aggressive abatement program can attract the new industries
which the state so dcag:;atoly needs. It can provide for the ex-
pension of our second gost industry, recreation. It will
assure desirable residentliael, industrial, and recreational property
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sites and increese land values along presently polluted waterways.

The many decisions thet must be made in the water resources
field come more and more to involve choices among various pur-
poses, In conoclusion, may we ask that citizens be given an early
egportunity to discuss and consider alternative possibilities for
the development of this river, May we hope that flood plain zoms=:
ing as an elternative to flood control structures be investigated,

May we:.ask that the Corps develop plans to maximize the use
of resources in this river besin to provide power development AND
flood control AND inereased water supply AND irrigation AND re-
creation uses AND stream regulation. And lastly, may we ask that
all the various agencies--federal, state, and local--whose policies
affect the iAndroscoggin, be coordinated to sliminate duplication
of effort and funds.

General Potter read into the record statements from the Wayne
selectmen and from the Brunswick-Topsham Water District. Speaking
on behalf of his community was Rumford Town Manager Leo lorency
who said that the problems of flood damsge in Rumford are of great
eoncern,

A representative of the Maine Central Railroad, James O, Bourne
asked that the railroad be given any informstion concerning changes
which might affect his company and was assured that the Corps would
pass on all information it can as soon as possibdble,

Edward von Wild, Shelbourne, N.H,, a Brown Paper Co. loyee
attended the meeting and spoke briefly suggesting a river patro
which wauld prosecute people who d waste into the river, He
also asked that the UEED dredge portions of the river to get e
greater flow,

Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) December 15, 1960
Flood Control and Pollution

The publie hearing Wednesday on the Anﬁrcsooggin River valley
flood control program proposed by the U.S.Corps of Engineers pro-
duced, as eny discussion of the Androscoggin River is bound to
cause, conversation about the pollution problem. Army representa-
tives reportedly were not happy over the temporary shift to this
subjeet, but discussed it was at any rete, with Lewiston Mayor
Emile Jacques stressing the issue.

The League of Women Voters also cngyasizoa pellution in a
statement submitted by lirs., Robert MacPherson of Auburn. The
League's statement seld this in part: "Basing our opinion on our
study of the Androscoggin River Basin, the League feels obliged
to point out that while flood control should be considered in
proposed multipurpose projects, it is pollution whieh presents
the most serious probdlem in the river basin.”

We must egree with those who argue that pollution is the
greatest single problem involving the Androscoggin River besin,

At the seme time one cannot ignore the impressive figures given
by Gen. Seymour A, Potter Jr. of the Army Engineers., He pointed
out that during the last 68 years there have been 1l general
floods in the basin, or an average of approximately e general
flood every six years,

The damage done flood waters has been enormous. GCeneral
Potter noted that the loss resulting from the 1936 flood totaled
around §4.4 million and would have resulted in §11.6 million dem-
age on the basis of current day prices. The frequenocy of general
flooding along the course of the Androscoggin and the damage
ceaused by these floods should be sufficient reason for Androscoggin
velley communities to be interested in flood conirecl.



While introducing the subjeet of pollution at yesterday's
hearing may have seemed out of order, ¢ities and towns along the
river ought to be planning in terms of the varied uses to which
the river is being put end may be put in the future. Planning
by these communities definitely must include participation in
more aggressive anti-pollution action,

Muech stress has been placed--and properly so, we might add--
upon the necessity of pulp and paper compenies located on the
Androscoggin abating their pollution of the river., These concerns
have done a great deal in this direction, although 1t must be ad-
mitted the ideal situation of no further pollution has not been
attained.

But if residents of the Androscoggin vellpy are insisting
that pollution abatement be practiced by industry, they also must
recognize the time is coming, and not far distant, when communities
will be required to install their own sewage treatment plents.
Realization of this faoct is one reason why any discussion involv-
ing the Androscoggin invariadbly brings about discussion of
pollution.

Gov. Reed's Ineugural eaddress-Lewiston Daily Sun-January 6, 1961
Also lLewiston Evening Journal January 5 & January 6, 1961

Water Improvement

All of us who live and work in the State of Maine are grate-
ful for the rich endowment nature has given us in the form of lakes
streams and coastal waters., We are unanimous in our desire to pre-’
vent their contamination and, in those instances where pollution
hes developed, to correct it.

The basic fact here is that our problem of water pollution
is one that has been bullding up over many years. It is not the
kind of problem that is going to be eliminated quickly or at small
cost.

To meet this situation previous Legislatures established en
orderly, fair, and ocertain program of pollution abatement through
classification of waters under the administration of the Water
Improvement Commission. With this plan we are moving toward clean
waters without imposing en unjustified finencial durden upon any
manicipality or privete enterprise.

Lewiston Evening Journsal February 8, 1961

D Clessification Sought‘!br
Kennebec River Section From Fairfield to Richmond

AUGUSTA (AP) -- A D classification--primarily for the trans-
portation of waste--was proposed today for the Kennebee River
from Fairfield to Richmond,

All other sections between Anson and the sea would be oclassi-
fied ¢ or higher under a bill filed for the Water Improvement Com-
mission by Rep. Harry R, Williams, R-Hodgdon.

Class C water is suitable for recreation other then bathing
and will support aguatic life, The olassification proposal was
the first for any of Maine's major waterways, although on the
basis of mileage the classifying of the stete's waterways is near-
ly 95 per cent completed.

Tgo proposed classifications would require major upgrading
for some sections.
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The WIC reported last isugust, after & two year study, that
the Kennebec had reasched a nuisance condition between Waterville
and Augusta--too polluted for even the D classification.

At least primary treatment of both domestic sewage and indus-
trial weste would be required to raise the river even to D quality
in that aree, the engineers said,

The river already has been classified B-1l suitable for bath-
ing and for drinking after minimum trestment from Moosehead Lake
to Wyman Dem in Bingham, From there to the Anson-Madison line it
is classified C.

The proposed classifications would start there and continue
the C classification to Creat Eddy in Skowhegan, which is now
rated in class D.

Below that point:

Oreet Eddy to Fairfield reilrosd bdridge, B-2; now C or lower.

Fairfield railroad dridge to Fairfield-Waterville line, C;
now probably C,

Fairfield-Waterville line to Swan Islend Richmond, D; now
unclassifiable,

Swan Island to Abagadasset Foint at the head of lMerrymeeting
Bay, C; now D,

Absgadasset Point to Bluff Head, iroowsic B-2,

Bluff Head to Popham Beach, Phippsburg, B-l.

The present condition of the last two streteches has not been
reported, !

Water quality mey be higher downstream than upstream because
of the purifying asction of naturel addition of oxygen below a
source of pollution,

Lewiston Daily Sun Mareh 31, 1961
ANTI-POLLUTION PLAN SEEN NEEDED ON MAINE STREAMS

Program Gets Strong Backing at Hearing;

Industry Spokesman Approves in Prineiple;

Main Opposition from City Officials Who
Fear Heavy Expense for Compliance

AUGUSTA (AP)--The time has come to take the first step in
pollution abatement on a major Maine waterway--classification of
the Kennebec River, the legislative Natural Resources Committee
was told Thursday.

The classification bill was supported by the League of Women
Voters, townspeople along the river, sportsmen's elubs and many

individuals.
Industry Backs Principle

And although its initiel cost is estimated et nearly $9 million
over a lB8-yeer period, and some sey more, the bill also drew sup-
ort--in principal--from industry. Industrialists over the years
have fought tooth and mail against more drastie methods of pollu-
tion abatement but heve acquiesced to the more deliberate classi-
ficetion and upgrading method.

Industrial spokesmen argued against some detells of the bill
and some of the egaaaifioation levels that would be imposed.
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But one of them, Edward W, Atwood, counsel for the Keyes Fibre Co.,
said his oompany "would nuoh rather see this bill passed than no

bill at eall.”
City Officlals Cite Cost

Most of the outright opposition came from mnnioipal and
sewwe district officiels of the larger cities slong the river--
Weterville, Auguste and Bath. They seid the cost estimates given
the committee for treatments plants do not inelude the much larger
expense of rebuilding municipel sewer systems to feed the plants
and scparato storm drsinage.

g Harry Williems, R-lodgdon, a committee member and sponsor
of the bill, said that after the legislature upgraded a number of
waters in 1957, in spite of dire predictions not a single industry
closed.

Must Act or Die
"Industry does its share and expects to do its share,”™ he
said., "Now it 1s squarely up to the cities and towns, Each town
must act or expect to end its days on the banks of an open sewer."

"Very Serious Pollution"
Engineer Rasburn MacDonald of the Water Improvement Commis-
sion ssid thomzropelud 15-year upgrading would set minimum stand-
ards for 100 les of the river, from inson to the sea, The
survey wae 3% years in pre{aration, he said, and proved the exis-
tence of "very serious pollution conditions®™ in some ereas, 1In
Augusta, he said, nuisance conditions have existed and will egain
unless there is esbatement,
What Classifications Mean

Basically, he said, the proposed classifications meen only
that removal of solids from the waste will be required, plus
disinfection of the effluent in some ocases.

With the exception of the Weterville-Richmond seetion, which
would be raised to the "D" glassification--primarily for transporte-
tion of waste, the water quality would be rsised to classifications
suitaedle at least for bdoating and fishing recreation and in some
places for swimming,

drs, Dane W, Childs

Mrs., Dana W, Childs of Portland mede the main speech for the
League of Women Votor-. which has been studying pollution four
years,

Up to now, she said, classification has been easy beomuse
larger population centers were not affected,

"Will Peay for Itself"
"We feel thet pollution contrel will in time pay for itself,
eand that lack of pollution control will, on the other hand, exact
e heavy price,” she seid,

First Big Step

Arthur Bucknell of Denmark, who spoke for the Cumberlend
County Fish & Ceme Clubs, told the committee thet except for
"naming water good, bed or indifferent, the Water Improvemert Com-
mission has tried but hasn't accomplished much toward abatement.”

"Here 1s the first big step forward that this might come to
pass,™ he sald.

Backed by Ex-Gov. Sewall

Former Gov, Surmmer Sewell of Bath supported the bill, seying,

"The best argument for it is just plain decency.”



12

Hutohins, Bath, Opposed

The first of the opposition came from Bath also.

Arthur Hutohins of the Bath eity ocouncil said he recognizes
the need for abatement but thinks the state is proposing to class-
ify the Kennebee without full realization of the gost. The state
should be committed to pay a larger share, he said, not only to
dis{ributo the burden but also to per=it the fixing of higher
goals,

Cost Estimate Questioned
- Several spokesmen for industry questioned the cost estimate
gures,

James L. Reid, speaking for Hudson Pulp & Paper Co. of Augusta
sald avallable figures conflict., He and Thomas Weeks, represent-
ing Scott Paper Co.,, asked for safeguards in the law to fix the
15-year time limit suggested by MacDonald.

The industrial spokesmen sald their companies ere willing teo
pay the amounts now estimated, dbut fear the estimates are too low,
Officials of the Auguste end Waterville Sewer Districts said they
favor abatement but thet the cost in their cities would be much
higher than the estimeates, because of the need for the revision
of existing systems,

Augusta Cost Put at lilliom
The figures estemated for the two distriets were $260,000 for
Waterville and {1 million for Augusta, Sherman Smith of Waterville
sald that includes only a part of the construction cost and that
interest would be at least egqual to the eoat of the facilities,

Outhouse and Internal Problem

', Edward DeRory of Phippsburg, president of the Maine Water
Improvement Ccuncil replied:

"These people who odbject to the large cost of improving en-
tiquated sewer systems within & town remind me of a man who objeects
to hooking up to a sewer line past his lot because of the high cost
of installing a bathroom to replace a privy. How to handle inter-
nal problems shouldn't be of concern to the rest of the state.”

Lewigston Evening Journal (Bditorial) March 31, 1961
Kennebee River Bill

A boginning must be made in e¢leaning up pollution along the
Kennebec Hiver, one of Maine's major waterways. This position
was mede definite by Engineer Reeburn MacDonald of the Water
Improvement Commission at Thursday's hearing before the legisla-
tive Natursl Resources Committee,

The classification measure ursod the commission was the
result of a 34-year study of the 100-mile lontth of the Kennebeo
from snson to the sea, It is aimed at achieving certain specifio
results over & l5-year period. It received considerable dacking,
including that of the kaine Lonxuo of Women Voters, an organiza-
tion whiech has devoted great study to the state's overall water
pollution problem.

There are sections of the Kennebee River whiech mare in terrible
condition., This 1s one of the basic reasons behind the call for
an upgrading of the river betwéen Waterville and kichmond to only
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a Cless D status., The river is so polluted in this sector that
& proposal to establish a higher classification would be meaning-
less at this time,

It should be reslized that once the mejor communities along
the Kennebee have underteken treatment of sewage there will be an
almost immediete drop in the harmful coliform bacteria whiech have
polluted valuable e¢lam flats at the lower end of the river. Ve
could not help but be disappointed to find opposition to the Water
Improvement Commission's proposals regarding sewage treatment plants
emerging from some municipel officials.

Admittedly the cost for municipalities will be high, but the
elimination of harmful and potentially dangerous bacteria from the
Kennebec certainly should be viewed as worth the cost, We sre ocon-
vinced that c¢lean waters will pay off economiecally for Maine.

Many desirabdble industries requ a resonable olean water supply,
and if our state is to attract these industries it must improve
water conditions along major inland waterways.

This newspaper is convinced that what the proposed bill de-
mands of communities along the Kennebec represents the requirements
which will have to be met by many cities and towns on the Penobseot,
the Androscoggin, the Saco and other comparatively thickly settled
river valleys.

Lewiston Evening Journal April 6, 1961

MeaecDonald Urges Change In Pollution Law
to Curd Wastes That Cause Stench

AUGUSTA (AP)--The chief engineer of the Water Improvement
Commission urged revision of the state's pollution control laws
today to curb the discharge of odor-producing wastes that collect
along the banks of rivers and streens.

Raeburn MacDonald told the Natural Resources Committee that
the revision groyoaoa in e bill sponsored by Rep. John L. Baxter
Jr., R-Pittsfield, would permit his commission to take steps
against compenies that dump matter into streams that create a
stench without necessarily violating water clessifications.

MacDonald said the proposal is primerily aimed at controling
wastes that collect aleong river banks when waters recede and
ferment, creating a nuisance.

Edward W, Atwood of Portland, representing the Associated
industries of Maine and several paper companies said the paper
industry is in favor of the prineciple but objects to the bill's
language for not being more specifiec.

He submitted an amendment to strengthen the proposed revision.
The amendment would trim such deposits nulsances as defined by
present statues.

Mrs. Dana W, Childs, representing the Maine League of Women
Voters, also endorsed the bill.

There was no opgelision to a bill des d to clean up the
tidel waters around Phippsburg, West Bath, Georgetown and Arrowsiec
in conjunetion with the proposed upgreding of the classification
of the Kennebee river. In response to a question, Rep. T. Tarpy
Schulten, R-Woolwigh, the sponsor, sald that altho it is a
companion measure to the Kennebec eclassification bill, it would
still be "partially workable" if the Kennebeec propoaai is defeated,
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The measure was supported by MacDonald, Mrs. Childs, Seleoct-
man Shirley E. Pratt of Phippsburg and Selectmen Roland Patterson
of West Bath.

MacDonald said the seweresge treatment fecilities that would
be required would not be on a municipal level unless a group of
individuels formed a sewerage district instead of installing
separate septic tanks.

Lewiston Evening Journal (Baitorial) April 6, 1961
Pollution Control Bills

There is no question but what Maine communities located along
mejor waterways will have to do mueh more during the next decade
with respect to pollution ebatement than they have done in their
entire history. The same holds true for e number of industries,
although meny of the larger industries already have taken progres-
sive action in the direction of r-duoinglpollution.

Since many Maine munieipalities will have to consider in-
stallation of sewage treatment facilities, it will be advisable
for a special study of state and mnnieipai sewage problems to be
made, e Appropriations committee of the 100th Maine Legisla~
ture heard a measure calling for a legislative research committee
to meke such a study Wednesdey, and it weas pleasing to learn that
the bill won strong support.

Actually we would not be hostile to the suggestion of Rep.
Louis Jalbert, Lewiston Demoorat, that the Water rovement
Commission be charged with meking the study. What is ortant
is grovision of adequate funds to assure that a survey of the
problem is made. The bill calling for study by e lngiulativo
research sommittee included a 286,000 appropriation figure.

It eppears a study will be made as we cannot visualize the
Legislature deferring such a seriously needed appraissl. Community
sewage treatment faclilities are inevitable for centers of popula-
tion situated on the state's key rivers and streems, and it makes
sense to undertake s study now so our municipalities and the state
government will have a better idea of probable costs, the best
system for handling the problem insofar as finances are conecerned,
the possible need for some kind of state sewerage authority and
80 on,

It also was good news to learn that a proposal to inorease
the state's share of costs for pollution abatement programs by
municipelities won strong dack before the Appropriations Com-
mittee, The bill heard would reise the state's share to 30 per
cent from the current 20 per cent, and would reduce the cost to
communities from the existing 50 per cent to 40 per cent. The
federal government assumes 30 per cent of the cost of munieipsl
sewage trsatment programs,

The major reason the state's share for such profrans should
be generous is the faoct that all Maine communities will benefit
from pollution abatement. Clean weters represent a tremendous
selling point in interesting outside industry to establish plants
in Maine, end similarly are important in the attraction of tourists,
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Lewiston Daily Sun April 19, 196l
BOUSE UNIT VOTES POLLUTION BILL

Aims at Cleaning Up Netion's Rivers end Streams

WASHINGTON (AP) -~ The House Public Works Committee Tuesday
approved a stepped-up federal progrem designed to c¢lear up the
nation's rivers and streams,

It would exectly double the amount of federal money pres-
ently authorized for construction of sewage trestment plants and
other antipollution measures, ,

President Kennedy never fixed a price teag for his antipollu~
tion program although he recommended esdoption of a bill along the
lines of one introduced by RQ{. John A, Blatnik D-Minn., calling
for a boost to §1.25 billion in the §8500 million anti-pollution
fund established in 1956,

Committee aldes said the bill agizovud Tuesday~--which would
:ti:o the fund to §1 dvillion--is in e with Kennedy's recommen-

ation,

Lewlston Daily Sun April 28, 1961
Federal Pollution Action

People who live by the shores of some of Kaine's rivers know
that spring and the approach of warm weather bdrings with them
daffodils and lilacs, baseball and golf and many other pleasant
things. They also know--we had our own experience on the Andros~
coggin years ago-~that summer's airs also carry odors that bear
little resemblance to Chanel Neo,., 5.

One of the newest offenders is the huge paper mill of 8.,D,
Warren at Westbrook, on the Presumpscot. After some early reluc~
tence, it is good to see the big compeny, so important to our
economy, initlate measures that will curb air and water pollution
between Westbrook and the sea, We think this is good business,
whatever it costs.

Pollution 1s a problem in many other parts of the State, and
progress toward its abatement, voluntarily and by State legislative
action is slow., One of the handicaps is the expense, and ‘those
interested’ in clean weters will be watching oongrolnionnl action
at.Washington on a bill strengthening the present Federal Law.

My, He Moore of the Boston Herald sports department des-
eribed the bill briefly a few days ago. Noting that the annual
Federal authorization for ald in bduilding waste treatment plants
hsd bheen doudbled to $£100 millions, with Washington paying 30% of
the first million dollars in costs, he sald this:

"Federal pollution abatement enforcement is provided on all
navigable and coastal waters where requested by a state or a
municeipality with state consent, regardless of interstate status.
But states retain their primery rights end responsibility for
pollution control."

This is a step toward the compulsory abatement that is cer-
tein to come, as the nation lnereases its need for clean water.
That makes our own water resources ineressingly more valuable
and puts an obligation upon some legislature, 1f not this one,
to take constructive action.
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Lewiston Evening Journal May 4, 1961

Committee Unanimously Favors
Minimum Standards For
Kennebec Eiver Waters

AUGUSTA (AP)--A bill to fix minimum quality standards for
the water of the Kennebec River wes favored unanimously today by
the legislative Natural Resources Committee,

The House tabled the measure until Tuesday.

The committee reported a redraft which mede only minor changes
in boundaries from the original recommendeations of the Water Improve-
ment Commission.

Although more than 95 per cent of Maine's waters have been
classified, this is the first action to classify a major waterway
passing through heavily populated areas.

The redraft adds a l5-year timetable for complience with the
standards, The bill would take effect Oct. 1, 1961, But no
municipality, industry or person required by the terms of the bill
to abate water pollution would be in violation if:

l. Preliminery plans and estimates were filed with the WIC
by Oect. 1, 1984;

2, Arrengements for financing and administration were com-
pleted Oet., 1, 1968;

3., Detailed final engineering plans were completed by Cect,.

1, 1969;

4, Review of the plans with the WIC wes completed and con-
struction started by Ooct. 1, 1970; and

5. Construction was completed by Oet. 1, 1976.

Classification of the Kennebec downstream to & point above
Madison village already has been enacted,

Under the new bill, the classification from that point to
Just below Great Eddy in Skowhegan would be C--suitable for recrea-
tion other than bathing;

From Great Eddy to the power company dam in Fairfield, B-2--
suitable for all recreation and for drinking if suitably treated;

From that point to half a mile above the southerly bdboundary
of Fairfield and Benton, C;

From there to a line between Green Foint and Swen Island,
Richmond, D-~-primerily for transportation of waste;

From Swan Island to a line east from Abagadasset FPoint,
Bowdoinbam, C;

' From Abagadasset Point to a line west from Bluff Head, Ar-
rowsic, B-2;
And from Bluff Head to the sea, B-l.

Lewiston Daily Sun May 12, 1961
Long~-Departed Smells

We havent had a report on how 5. D, Warren is making out
with ite pine-scented paper-mill smoke at Westbrook, but it will
be fortheoming, and the compeny's captive audience, sort of, mey
find out it zrotors the cooked-cabbage odor after all.

But up in Bangor, after the city spends two weeks in its
sgrlng clean-up, we see the public works department 1s.foing to
flush down the streets with pine-scented water, whioch sill probably
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surprise the pigeons if 1t doesn't startle the bar flies, who may
;ando; out into the night and still think they're up on the Hast
ranch.

This brings to mind the somewhat disturding faet that modern

living is determined to eliminste the odors that were once as
commonplace as sleigh bells and passenger trains.
Back some years ago, if you welked into a livery asteble there was
never any doubt where you were., Genersl stores gave off a pleas-
ently blended aroma that would be impossible to synthesize and put
in a bottle.

Nearly every home had a stable, and it was odd that no two
stables smelled alike, GSometimes there scent crept intc the ad-
Jacent kitchen, where it was soon routed by the fragrance of bread
baking, but upon occasion it also got into the milk, which was a
different matter altogether.

laybe some zeoplo can remember what it smelled like when 30
kids trudged their way to school through a wet snowstorm and all
hung meckinews, mittens end caps on & clothesline half surrounding
the stove in tﬁe one-room school, Teschers had to have strong
constitutions in those days.

The best odors of all came from the family smokehouses in
the fall, filled with hamu‘ badon and amouldorini corncobs. Not
far behind was grandfather's apple celler, especially after the
barrel of sweet ocider had been rolled in and upended.

All that is past, and today you %o to the super-market--which
smells exaoctly like every super-market in the U.S, and A.-- and
choose lilac, Jasmine or heliotrope. Considering Bangor's rugged
history, its piney streets are likely to meke the statue of Paul
Bunyan blush. ,

Lewiston Daily Sun lay 16, 1961
Water Follution Bills

Among other bllls signed by the governor are two on water
pollution control.

One will permit the state to pay an omount egqual to the fed-
eral subsidy for mjnieipal abatement, Under present law the state
can pay &0 per cent of the total cost or two-thirds of the federal
share, whichever is less. The new bill raises the state share to
equal the 30 per cent share, leaving the municipalities paying
40 per cent.

The other will permit the stete to order abatement of odor
causing pollution, whether or not the discharge lowers the quallsy:
of the water below the minimum standerd. '

Lewiston Evening Journal May 16, 1961
Discuss Purchase Of River Shoreage

GpEvey obasd.Lana on the 4uburn. shore of Guit [sfant Fonky oy
¢} urn "
was diaznssodu ast’'n ~ t‘by°€ﬁ.’2&68:%‘8{85‘&833%19?"%&8“52€t.r

was referred to the Auburn Planning Board for study and recommen-
dation.
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The power company has offered the land for sale by sealed
bids to be opened at 10 a.m. May 31. The land has & frontage of
more than a mile on Gulf Island Pond and City Planner Roscoe L.
Clifford informed ecouncilmen last night that the reesl potential
of the land probably would not be reslized for some 20 years
when finally the river is cleared of pollution.

Purchese of the land, if it ever became available, had been
recommended by John T. Blackwell, the professional planner who
made the Auburn comprehensive eity plen,

cit{‘plannor Clifford had recommended that the city enter a
bid omn the land, with the funds to be teken from sale of other city
owned property.

Part of the area is open land and the other half timbered,
Clifford seid it would have recreational value once the pollution
problem is solved., Clifford said 186 scres, owned by the power
company mince the dam was bullt, are part of the farms purchased
by the power when the dam waes constructed, le reported there is
a right-of-way to the property from East Audburn,

He also told the council that Harry Coulter, iuburn recrea-
tion director, had viewed the property last week,

Councilmen hed to take action last night or call a special
meeting to empower City Manager Brackett to enter a bid on the
property. The couneil decided to have the Planning Board look
further into the matter and then if the board deems it advisable
to bid on the property the council will meet in special session.

In another metter, the councill went against the Flanning
Board recommendation and authorized Manager Brackett to issue---

Lewiston Daily Sun May 25, 1961

House Approves Plan To
Cleen Up Kennebeo River

Now Goes to Senate - First Move in Deceade
to Set Standards for Major Waterway-
15-Year Frogrem Entails Considerabdle

Expense-Re jeot Sunday Business Bill

AUGUSTA (AP) -~ Minimum quality standards for 100 miles of
the Kennebec River were approved in a bill enacted Wednesday by
the House and sent to the Senate.. ‘

The bill had been on the table but was taken off and passed
without debate, dissent or s record vote,

It is the first attempt in a decade of an anti-pcllution pro-
gram to set standards for a mejor waterway through heavily popula-
ted aress., More than 95 per cent of Maine's waters ere olassified
now, but these are largely lakes, smaller rivers and stresms and
coastal waters.,

Expensive Projeot

The Kennebee bill will require considerable expense oi in-
stallation of waste treatment plants by municipalities ndus-

tries. At least settling of solids will be required in most com-
munities on the river.
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15-Year FProgram

But the bill includes a 1l5-yeer timetable for progress toward
pollution abatement. At the end of that time the water quality
will have to be suitable at least for boating and fishing--and in
some areas for dathing--between Madison and the sea with the excep-
tion of the Waterville-Richmond streteh,

In that area a D classification will be set-~-primarily for
transportation of waste but without objectionable solids or scum
or the creation of a nuisance. The Weter luprovement Commission
reported that the water between Waterville and Hichmond is below
even the D classification now, with a nuisance ereated from time
to time in the area just above Augusta.

Onece treatment is operating, natural recovery will produce
a relatively high quality from Bath to the sea.

Lewiston Evening Journal (Editorial) Mey 25, 1961
Kennebee¢ River Bill

The Maine House took a constructive stand on the problem
of pollution by its vote Wednesday approving a measure setting
minimum standards for around 100 miles of the Kennebec River. :
The Kennebec River bill will eall for installation of waste trest-~
ment plants by municipelities and industries in line with minimum
standard requirements recommended by the Water Improvement
Commission,

It 1s expeocted that the l5-yeer timetable set up under the
bill will mske the river suitable for fishing and bathing above
Waterville and below Riohmond., Similarly, carrying out provisions
of the measure would convert the highly industrial Waterville-
Richmond seoction of the Kennebec to a U classificetion. The Class
D condition meens a waterwey is used principelly for transporta-
tion of waste, but without objectionable solids or scum or the
creation of & nulsance such as unpleasant odor. Currently this
100-mile stretch of the Kennebec is below a D classifiocation at
some points,

Raising the Veterville-Richmond stretech of river to a D rat-
ing is expected to result in s comparatively high standard water
from Bath to the sea, which in turn would assure the return of
healthy elam flat aress around the mouth of the Kennebeec.

Presuming the bill is passed by the State Senate, the first
effort in Malie's ten-year anti-pollution g:osran to establish
basiec standards for a major waterway will have been voted as a
law, OSince the liouse voted the Kennebec bill without debate or
dissent, it would seem likely the measure will be approved by
the Senate.

It is logical to anticipate that the messure aimed at clesn-
ing up serious gollution of the Kennebec Hiver will be followed
in future legislative sessions by similer legislation designed,

to improve conditions on a number of other major state rivers and
streams.

Lewiston Daily Sun ‘ May 27, 1961
Legislating On FPollution
Another illustration of the confusing thinking at the 100th
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Logislnturo is shown in its policies toward abetement of water
pollution.

It is wonderful news, and the 3tate is entitled to boast
about it, to see the Legislature enact, and dispateh to Gov. John
Reed for his signature, a comprehensive bill "ogaasirying' the
Hennebeo river.

The Legislature has now decreed thet over a lO5-year period,
the river must be made suitable, im all but one section, for
drinking, bathing, boating and fishing. The Waterville-iichmond
section, whieh inelydes sugusta, has been set aside for waste dis-
posal, Even in this area there will be rising pressure for treat-
ment plants and beds that ultimately will upgrade the river's
purity, while incother sections the law will compel construetion
of these facilities. This is & step ahead, of the right sort,
and we appjleud i*,

But the lawmakers did not do so well in disposing of & bill
that, as originally written, would have given the little 3%,
George river, near Thomaston, a "D" waste-disposal classification.

After the bill came out of committee with a divided report,
with four members insisting on a B-l, or high quality classifica~
tion, the House rsjected both minority and msjority reports. This
action, if adhered to, would have left this stream in its present
pure "A" cless.

But the lobbyists heve been busy, regardless of the fact that
no Maine water hes so far been down-graded, and the result is
House-Senate mection giving the St, George a "C" rating which means
it can be opened to pollution. This wes a mistake; we hope there
is still time to rectify it and show other States and our sumer
peocple that we are determined to oleen up Maine's waters.

Lewiston Daily Sun May 27, 1961

ANTI-POLLUTION BILL I8
SIGNED BY GOV, REED

Fixes Standards for EKennebee fronm
Sea Up to ladison

AUGUSTA (AP)--Gov. Reed signed Friday en act fixing minimum
standards of weter quality in the lower 100 minel of the Kennebeeo
River, from Madison to the sea.

ih. governor alse approved an emergency bill to limit bill-
board advertising on the Interstate highway and qualify for federal-
ald construction bonuses.

The Kennebee classification act is the first set of standards
to govern water quality in & mejor kaine river gnaalne through heav-
ily populated industrial ereas. It includes a l3-year timetable
for achieving the standards.

The first step is to complete preliminary plans and engineers
ectimates of weste treatment requirements and submit them to the

Water Improvement Commission by Oet. 1, 1964.
The act will require considerable upgrading in some seetions,

although the standards are not high.
At least primery treatment of wastes will be required of all
municipalities and industries on the river.
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The WIC reported after a two-year study that the section from
Waterville to Richmond was below even the minimum class D -- pri-
merily for waste transportation.

Eventual Goeal

Once the standards are in full foree, the weter in the iater-
ville~-Richmond stretch must meet the D classification--removing
existing nuisance conditions., 1In all other stretches the water
will have to be at least class C-- suitable for boating and fish-
ing--and in some ceses B-1l end B-2 which is suitable for bathing
and for drinking after proper treatment. '

' Reed alsc signed 2 bill exempting industrial weste disposal
systems from the property tax.

Lewiston Evening Journal (Front Page) June 6, 1961

$22 Milllion Private Funds
Spent On River Clean-Up

Twenty~-two million dollars has been poured into the indros-
coggin River, figuratively speaking, in the past 18 years, in the
successful effort to rid it of offensive odors, and not one cent
has come from public funds, the sndroscoggin Rivar Teehniocal Com~
mittee was told today at a luncheon meeting at the DeWitt Hotel,
Lewiston.

The huge investment has been that of three large Maine paper-
meking concerns--Brown Co., Oxford Paper Co., and Internstional
Paper Co.--and it has brought about an 85% reduetion in the "sul-
phite pollution load on the river," the meeting was informed by
Dr. Walter A. Lawrance of the Bates College faculty, river master.

Lawrance, addressing a group of industrieslists, state and
local officials, and newspaper editors, pointed to four major
accomplishments of the drive on river nuisances.

‘ ~-Elimination of the severe odor nuisance slong the river
and especially in the Lewiston-iudburn area.

8--Reduction of the sulphite pollution load to the river for
the summer of 1961 to an estimated five per cent of that discharged
280 years ago. ,

S--Reduction of the biochemicel oxygen demand to such an ex-
tent that anaerobic conditions due to sulphite weste liguor will
not occur in the future. '

4--Increase of the dissolved oxygen content to the river water
to "much safer levels.,"

In review, Dr., Lawrence said the sulphite pulp process
was invented in 1867 and first was put into commercial use in 1885.
During the next two deesdes, sulphite pulp mills were bduilt on the
Androscoggin &t Berlin, Rumford and Chisholm. Growth of this in-
dustry was rapid and by 1941 mills on this river were producing
ebout 5,800 tons of sulphite pulp per week, said Dr. Lawrance. ;

hAttention to the polluted condition of the androscoggin River

ew through the years until in 1930, the results of a survey of
he river revealed "that while the .ndroscoggin River was heavily



polluted, the situation was not serious at that time,"

In the summer of 1941, the Twin Citles of Lewiston and Aubura
and the surrounding area experienced an especially serious and
prolonged nuisance caused by hydrogen sulphide and other odors
emanating from the river.

The combination, in 1941, of very low river flow, hot weather
and heavy discharges of snlphitc weste liquor gave rise to an in-
tolerable situstion which very properly aroused public indignation
to the point where remedial sction was sought, the chalrman point-
ed out.

This is the year when the river stench caused discoloration
of some houses in the Twin City area, dut its degree wss not con-
sidered enough to pose a threat to public health.

It was seen at that time that the key to evoidance of odor
wes the meintenance of at least some dissolved oxygen in all parts
of the river,

Dr. Lewrance then outlined the steps which were taken in
subsequent years to a point where today the river steneh has been
eliminated.

Caption under the Front Page Picture--

At River Follution Control Meeting--These members of the
Androscoggin River Technicel Committee, water pollution experts
and Twin City officiels, took part today in the 20-year anniver-
sary meeting. The committee noted a successful pollution wer in
the river's waters. Left to right arc Mayor Peul P, Brogan of
Auburn; Joseph Knox, of the New England Interstete Water Follution
Cenz;::; Dr. Walter 4, Lawrance, court sppointed river master and
cha of the coumittee; Ohariu L., Ferguson, mill meanager of
the Oxford Faper Company of Rumford; Hasburn MacDonald, chief
engineer of the laine Water Improvement Commission an& Lewiston
Mayor Emile Jacques. /

Lewiston Daily Sun June 7, 1961
NUISANCE FROM RIVER IS ZERO

Dr. Walter Lawrance Expects No liore Bad Odors

Reports on 18 Years of Control
Work; Mills Spent $22,000,000

Dr. Walter A. Lawrance of Bates College, indroscoggin River
master and court-appointed administrator of the Androscoggiln
River Technical Committee, reported Tuesday at e meeting of the
committee that treatment of the river water and technical develop-
ments over the last 18 years in which the paper induat:g have re-
duced the pollution to the extent that it never agein should be
e source of any nulsance,

The nuisance level of the river was reported by Dr. Lawrance
to have dropped to a zerc level for the past three years. This
represents a drop in the pollution factors resulting from sulphite
liquor from 5.0 points in 1941 to 0,49 points in 1960, or a de-
crease of 85% in the sulphite pollution load.



23

The report of Dr. Lawrance was presented at a meeting of
the oommittee yesterday at the DeWitt Hotel. It showed that the
entire expense of some §22,000,000 hed been borne by the paper
mill interests with no pubiio money being utilized in this clean-

up.
Oxygen Level Higher

Other accomplishments noted by Dr. Lawrance over the span of
years was the reduction of the blo chemical oxygen demend to such
an extent that these nuisence conditions due to sulphite waste _
liquor will not coccur in the future and the increased dissolved
gzy;;n content of the river water has been raised to much safer

evels,

All of these things, the l:rge investments by the three major

eper companies: Brown Co, of Berlin, K.H.; Oxford Paper Co. of
ord; and International Faper Co. Livermore Falls; in lagoon
construction and other technicel developments have resulted in
the elimination of the severe odor nuisance conditions in the
Lewiston and Auburn area.

During the hot weather months of 1961 the discharge of sul-
phite pellution load into the Androscoggin Hiver water will be an
estimated 5% of that discharge into the river 20 years ago.

In his report Dr, Lawrance went into great detail setting out
the problem which in the summer of 1941 reached such a high nuis-
ance level in lLewiston and Auburn that sowething had to be done.

Started In 1941

It was in the summer of 1941 that the heavy hydrogen sulphide
content of the river caused paint to turn dark. This resulted in
@ public clamor for something to be done and the hMetcalf & Eddy
firm of Boston was called in to make fisld surveys and recommenda~-
tions on what should be done to ¢orrect the condition.

The lMetealf & Eddy report was published by the Maine Seanitery
Water Board early in 1942. The engineers found that of the total
pollution load of the river, 96% was from industrial waste end
that of this 92% was from pulp and paper mills, with 71% origins-
ting as sulphite waste liquor which could be separated from other
wastes and impounded im storege lagoons, to be released under
more favoreble conditions,

The Androscoggin River Technical Committee was formed in Kay
1948 and Dr, Lawrance has been river master and administrator
since 1947. He first became a consultant in 1943,

The studies commenced by Dr, Lawreance in 1943 have been con-
tinued through the eritical period of each year, with daily odor
observations being made at Ogght stations in the Lewiston and iu-
burn area.

Control Factors

In his report to the committee, Dr, Lawrance noted the chief
elements in the control of river pollution are river flow rate,
water temperature, and raete of sulphite waste liquor discharge.

An suxiliary control was the addition of nitrate to provide oxygen
to the water in Gulf Island Pond, He said the rate at which sul-
phite waste liguor can be discharged without complete loss of dis-
solved oxygen is a function of river flow rate and water tempera-
ture., The faster a river flows and the lower the water tempera-
ture, the greater is its capacity to transport wastes without
nuisance,
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In general discharge rate is controllable only by lagooning
the strong portion of the liquor, by evaporating end burning most
of the liguor, or by reducing mill production rates.

The androscoggin River travels 53 miles from the Brown Co.
mills at Berlin, N.H., to the Oxford Paper Co., mills at Rumford,
then 27 miles to the International Peper Co. mill et Livermore
Fells. It is 13 miles then to the upper Gulf Islend Fond at North
Turner bridge, 14 miles to Gulf Dam, and then four miles to the
heart of Lewiston.

Dr. Lawrance's report covers a wealth of technical informe-
tion on the Androscoggin River and what has been done to abate
the nuisence condition.

Lewiston Evening Journal (Bditoriel) June 7, 1961
Well Done, Industry!

Industry has done its job, Now it remains for the mugiei-
palities to do theirs.

This observation 1s appropriate in light of the report made
Tuesday at the 20-year anniversary meeting of the androscoggin
River Technieal Committee by Dr. Walter i, lLawrance of Bates
College. Dr. Lawrance became a consultent member of the committee
in 1943 and was named river master in 1947 by the Maine Supreme
Court.

While residents of the Androscoggin River valley undoubtedly
have been aware of the great ilmprovement that has occurred since
the year of 1941 when conditions were intolerable, especially in
the Lewiston-Auburn area, the report covering the two decades
gtill must have surprised many people. ¥We doubt if & majority
of valley residents has been aware of Just how tremendous a vioctory
has been won over industrial pollution insofar as the Androscoggin
is concerned.

The Lawrance report spelled out the triumph, The combined
efforts and expenditures of the Brown Co,, the Oxford FPaper Co.,
and the International Pagor Co., have brought about an 85% reduc-
tion in the "sulphite pollution load on the river,"” and have el-
imineted the odor nuisance completely. This year the sulphite
load discharged into the Androscoggin is expected to be about
five per cent of the load discharged 20 years ago.

The three big pulp and paper compenies operating on the Andro-
scoggin watershed deserve hearty citizen commendation for their
effective, expensive clean-up of the river, Dr. Lawrance deserves
special credit for working out the program which has led to the
satisfactory condition of the river whiech exists todey with respect
to industrisl pollution,

But the job on the Androscoggin 1s not yet finished. The
next task faces the largor centers of population along the water-
wuz. Additional pollution control must come in the n?np.dofhznn-

We are conyinced t
%2:E‘i0‘:g.§! %32?3’% 1£r§ : Eﬁoﬁlgﬁﬁﬁéa opogitiggn n tﬁo more
populous communities of the valley.

This is the time for c¢ity and town planning boards, city
councils, boards of selectmen and the like to start planning for
what will prove an expensive, yet neocessary undertaking. It Jjust
is not within the concept of modern civilization to permit the
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Androscoggin or any octher key waterway within the state to remain
little more than a huge sewer,

Industry has done its job on_the Androaooggin. The remain-
ing challenge feces the river valley's key ocities and towns.

Daily Kennebec Journal June 7, 1961

Androscoggin Odors Temed,
Bates Frofessor Reports

By E., H, Carlson

LEWISTON -« It still has its smelly sections and seasons--
but the Androscoggin Hiver today is a tamed ereasture compared
with the stream whose noxious gases peeled paint off riverbank
dwellings 20 yeers ago. aAnd river valley paper companies called
attention Tuesday to the {32 million they have spent since 1941
to overcome the worst of the polluted Androscoggin's stench,

Facts and figures presented to members of the Androscoggin
River Technlcal Committee, by Bates College Chenmistry Prof. Walter
A, Lawrence, indicsted there had bdeen a virtual elimination of
odor from the stream at Lewiston~-Auburn and an 85% reduction in
sulphite pollution load over the past 18 years.

The Lawrance report sald the odor elimination had been ac-
complished through the combined investhent of more than $22 mil-
lion in that period by the Brown Co., Oxford Feper Co., a@d
International Paper Co.

Twenty-one dams, Dr. Walter A. lawrance of Bates College
told a Lewiston audience Tuesday, interrupt the Androscoggin
River's flow in the 138 miles of its gourse between Berlin, N.H.,
and Merrymeeting Bay. 5o many dams, is so short a course, it
seemed to the spesker, make the indroscoggin "the best dammed
river in New England,

Dr. Lewrance said river odor intensities have been reduced
from a nulsance level here in the early 1940's to a zero level
in this area for the past three years. A comparison of pollu-
tion factors resulting from sulphite liquor shows a decrsase,
the Bates chemist said, of 5.0 points in 1941 to 0,49 in 1960.

"Your committee,"” Dr. Lawrance told the group, "has solved
the major problem but others, thsgggu»lmnllor, will arise in due
course of time, - Some of these will ocenter around proposals for
eventual classificetion of varic:~ sections of the river.”

He concluded: "“Although the nature of the problems change,
the goal should remain the same: To mske as much progress as
possible within a sound economic frame of reference."

Attending the river Technical Committee meeting Tuesday were
Mayors Emile Jacques of Lewiston and Paul H. Brogan of Auburn,
officials of the three paper companies, and representatives of
the State Water Improvement Commission and the New England Weter
Pollution Compact.
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Bangor Daily News : June 7, 1961
Three Paper Firms Cut Pollution

LEWISTON (aP)--In 18 years at a cost of $22 million, three
peper companies have cut sulphite pollution of the indroscoggin
River by 85 per cent, Dr. Walter A, Lawrance said Tuesday.

Dr., Walter A, lLawrance, court-sppointed river master, noted
in his annual report to the indroscoggin River Technical Committee
that the pollution control wes accompiished without spending a
penny of public funds.

The Bates College faculty member, who is chairman of the Tech-
nical Committee, said the major acoomplishments are:

Elinination of & severe odor nuisance; reduction of the sul-
phite pollution load; increuse of the dissolved oxygen content of
the water to much safer levels, and reduction of the biocchemical
oxygen demand. :

The three firms involved are the Brown Co. of Berlin, N.H.,
the Oxford FPeper Co. of Kumford and the International Faper Co.,
whieh hes a mill at Chisholm.,

The Lewiston Dally Sun June 8, 1961
Androscoggin Abatement

Tuesday's luncheon here in lewiston, marking the start of the
20th year of pollution control along the sndroscoggin river from
Berlin, N,H. almost to the sea, was an event of more than ordinary
significance.

We hear a great deal nowadays about riperian pollution, and
methods of abating it. In most instances there is governmeant in-
volved, Here in Maine we have législative sanction for classifi-
cation of water resources by the Water Improvement Commiassion,
while the commission itself 1s & creature of the Legislature.

From Washington comes generous matehing aid for cemstruction of
sewage and waste treatment plants. The conelusion to be drewn is
thet the polluters do not aot on abatement without governmental
aoction of some kind, and it is true. ,

The Androscoggin river program, too, was "encouraged” by out-
side intervention, but in this cese it was Judiciel action and
not action by government. The distinotion is not so fine as it
m&ght appear., Twenty years ago the Maine Law Court directed the
pulp and paper companies cresting the odorous nuisence along the
river to correct it, The plan worked out with Dr. Walter Lawrance
of Bates College &s "river master" may be unique, and in any event
it has been highly successful,

During the period, with only occasional friendly intervention
by the courts, the Brown Company of Berlin, the International
Paper Company in the town of Jay, and the Oxford Paper Company at
Rumford, have accumulated a total liability of over $20 millions,
in building abatement facilities, pa ing for Ur. Lawrance's services,
purchasing sodium nitrate as & "booater"™ of the water's dissolved
oxygen content, and reducing their optimum pulp-peper production
in the critical warm-weather months,

This is no small contribution, end the firms involved, and
Dr, Lewrence, are entitled to proudly state that this endeavor
hes not involved the spending of a penny of public funds. The re-
sult is genuine abatement of what would otherwise have been an in-
tolerable nuisance.
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We thought the fact, together with our own scclamation of
this public service, deserved to be recorded.

Dally Kennebec Journal June 8, 1961
Time, lioney, iAnd Rivers

#When the 100th Legislature enacted & law classifying Kennebec
River waters, Augusta and other river communities were confronted
immediately with & olean-up task that will require several years
and the expenditure of vast sums of money to complete. Riverside
industries, as well as municipalities, will be compelled to foot
this bill.

Already, ascting with commendable speed in the wake of the
clessification law's enactment, the iugusta Sewerage District has
applied for $416,000 in federal end state assistance funds to
finence the first phase of & long-range modernization program for
its sewer system.

The law gives Augusta--and other pollution sources--15 yeers
in which to bring each classified section of the river up to speeci-
fied standards. The standard set for the river from Waterville
tc Swan Island is Class D--e cerrier of waste--but, at least, an
apprecisble notch above its present nulsance status.

Over in Lewiston the other day, a report on 20 years of effort
to reduce the effects of river pollution in the Androscoggin Valley
was given to the aAndroscoggin River Techniocal Committee by Dr.
Walter A, Lawrance of Bates College. The rcport wap & reminder
of the fact that it takes a lot of sime:;énd a lot of money to make
even & beginning on eleaning up a badly polluted river,

After 20 years of work on the Ladroscoggin, and the expendi-
ture of $22 million by the Erown Company, the Oxford Paper Company
and the International Faper Company, the report showed the river
has been improved to thies extent: It no .onger gives off guses
which, in 1941, steined the paint on riverbank builldings. 4And,
in the last three years, it has ceased to cause any noticeably
objectionable odor in the Lewiston-iuburn area,

But the /indroscoggin has still to be studied for eventual
classification. In one sense, then, it can be said that the rec-
ently-classified Kennebec Vuliey is ahead of the androscoggin:

This valley has now been told by the Legislature thet a wholésale
start has go to be made toward cleaning up the river,

In snother sense, the androscoggin could be described as being
20 years ahead of the Kennebeo--tecruse the Androscoggin in 1941

ave off odors so unbearable as to stir a storm of protest in Lew-

ston end auburn. Out of thet storm wee born the Technical Com-
mittee for which Dr. Lewrance, in the years since, has done such
valuadble and effective work, with industry's cooperation.

The Brunswiek Record June 8, 1961

On_androscoggin
Paper iiills Cut River's

Sulphite Follution By 85%

As efforts toward improvement of water conditions in the
State of Maine have come into sharp foocus during the past year,
the important contributions made in this direction by three paper
mille along the Androscoggin River are most significant.
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The virtual eliminetion of odor from the Androscoggin River
and en 85% reduction in the river's sulphite pollution load have
been achieved over the past 18 yeers. This wes accomplished
through the combined investment of over $22 million by the Brown
Co., Oxford Paper Co. end International FPaper Co,

This achievement was pointed out this week by Lr. Walter A.
Lewrence, meumber of the chemistry department of Bates College and
the oommittee's river master, in his annual report to the Andros-
coggin River Technical Committee,

- These and other significant facts on pollution abatement were
contained in e 20-year summary of operations mede to the members
of the Technical Committee, executives of the three paper companies
and state and municipel officials including the mayors of Lewiston
and Auburn, Dr, Lawrance oourt—apgointod administrator of the
river is ohairmen of the Technical Committee which since 1941 has
been working to eliminaste the odor nuisance and to reduce the
pollution lcad on the indroscoggin.

According to Dr. Lawrance, river odor intensities have de-
ocreased from & nuisance level in the Lewiston-iAuburn area in the
early 40's to a zero level in the same area for the past three
years., In addition, a comparison of what Dr, Lawrance oalls
pollution factors resulting from sulphite liquor shows a decrease
from 5.0 goints in 1941 to 0.49 in 1960, This decreasse represents
an 85% reduction in the sulphite pollution load on the river.

Thess results, according to the report, stem exclusively
from the major expenditures by the paper companies for mill proe-
cessing alterations and for the bullding of lagoons which permit
the storage and scientifically regulated discharge of mill liguor
wastes during nonoritical periods on the river, :

Commenting on the early history of the Androscoggin kiver,
Dr, Lewrance pointed out that "it is doubtful if the Androscoggin
water was ever pristine pure.” This thought is based on the fact
that the river dreins s vast forest area of liaine and New Hemp-
shire and each year sweeps down thousends of tons of woodlend de-
bris end silt. ‘ '

He also noted the establishuent of the pulp and paper mills
late in the last century and traced the growth of the odor and
sulphite liguor pollution prodlem. In 1942 a court-inspired esgree-
ment was arrived at and the paper compenies involved began formel
studies and expenditures toward the sbatement of the situation.

In 18 years the sum of 22 million dollars has been spent on
this work end, most important, no public funds heve bBeen speut in
echieving these better conditlons along the androscoggin. A4ll ‘
costs have been gaid by the Brown Company, Oxford Paper Company,
end Internstional Paper Company.

Portland Sunday Telegram (BEditoriel) June 11, 1961
The Androsooggin Today

There are plenty of lessons to be drawn from the fact that
in a manner of speaking the chief industrial polluters of the
Androscoggin kiver have just "celebrated™ 20 years of upgrading
the purity of its weters from Berlin, N. H., to Lewiston-iuburn.
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The greatest of these is thet 20 years have been needed to
achieve an 85 per cent redustion in sulphite pollution load and
the concomitant elimination of river odor whioch proveked public
outory and court ettention tc the matter in the first place,

The river smells better decause it IS better, dut it has tsken 20
years and some $20 million of private business funds to bring
off the improvement,

Those who suppose pollution can be abated overnight, and there
ere still some such around, will do well to contemplate this. Aand
s0 will those who drag thelr feet at getting started on pollution
control measures on other streams. It all takes time and the
sooner a start is made the better,

Essentially what happened was that pursuant to a court dir-
eoctive the Brown Company, the International Faper Company and the
Oxford FPaper Company supported and cooperated with a river mester,
Dr, Walter Lawrance of Bates College, in concelving and carrying
out a program of controlled sulphite discharge through legoon
construction coupled with treating the river water itself with
sodium nitrate in order to incresse dissolved oxygen content crit-
ical to control of ocdor-meking conditions. Government was in the
act through the judiciary. But otherwise the expense was dorne
by those private operators whom esrlier surveys hed shown were
responsible for 96 per cent of river pollution., It is a monumen~-
tal achievement which it ls a pleasure to oredit to the industries
involved slthough it is falr to say than an even earlier beginning
would have been better.

In any event improvement of the Androscoggin is well on the
way and still moving. Dr. Lawrance, in his 20-year report to the
Androscoggin River Technical Committee presented last week, said
that by the end of 1961 the sulphite discharge percentege would
be down to about five per cent of the 1941 tonnage.

All this is something for other river polluters to shoot at,
both industrial and municipal. There is no race, of course, but
it is plain enough that the industries are more in earnest about
improvement than muniecipalities, in part to be sure because they
have a more evident money stake in clean water, But the benefits
of cleen water are in fact indivisible. They seccrue to all who
live on a stream's banks., It is time for laggard municipalities
to act as though they realized this,

The Rumford Falls Times June 15, 1981

The newspaper printed slmost verbatem the Speclal Report
made publie on June 6, 1961, therefore, it is not reproduced here.

Fortlend Sunday Telegram June 18, 1961
Cle Job P Q
Androscoggin iay Draw Fishermen

By Larry Colton
Staff Reporter

LEWISTUN--Long range effort to rid the indroscoggin kiver of
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pollution may someday restore parts of the big streem as likely
fishing areas.

That's the view of Dr. Walter i, Lawrance, heed of the Bates
College chemistry department. He's the gourt-appointed river
master of an l8-year program originally aimed at oliminati:g an
obnoxlous odor which existed along the river in the early 8,

- THE PROGRAM hes been conducted with funds provided by the
Oxford Paper Co., Brown Paper Co. and International Faper Co.
The firms elready have spent §$22,000,000 on it.

In his annual report to the Androsooggin Kiver Techniocal Com-
mittee, Ur. Lawrance notes seversl major accomplishments., Two are
of prime interest to the public, OUne is the elimination of the
ofdor nuisance. The other is the increase of the river's dissolved
oxygen content to much safer levels, This in turn could lead to
inereased habitation by fish.

Fishing along the Aindroscoggin is an eventuality, Dr. Lawrance
prediets, But it will teske time to eliminate conditions which
existed along the river for some four &ecades prior to the clean-
up program.

These included the sulphite pollution loadé, now only ebout
five per cent of the amount discharged by the mills 20 yeers ago.
The stream, below Lewiston, still scarries untreated sewage. And
it's only recently that a reduction of the biochemical oxygen de-
mand has been accomplished which will assure that aneerobie con-
ditions ceused by sulphite waste liguor will not ocour ggain.

IT'S DR, lLawrance's guess thet no worthwhile fishing has bdeen
possidble along most of the river's length since the turn of the
century when the big upstream mills were built,

It's his further guess that 1t still will be some time before
edible fish will be szble to exist in seotions conducive to good
angling. However, he notes thet some of the hardier, unedible fish
species are being spotted adbove Rumford.

Just as pollution has mede the survival of fish impossible,

80 it has destroyed or stunted the vegetation they would need as
for food, Dr. Lewrance points out.

"There's not much vegetation yet,” he seys, "but like every-
thing else connected with the purification of the river, it should
improve. A year from now we should have an idee Of how muoh annual
improvement to expect,.,”

One seénicelly attraoctive area that figures some day to be a
fishing likelihood is the so-called Gulf Islend Fond, a large pool
created by the Central Maine Power Co.'s big Gulf Iniand Lam Jjust
north of Lewiston. The pool backs up to the Turner Center bridge
some seven miles north of the dam. 4nd beyond the bridge, the
river is several times its originel width,

Dr. Lawrance offers at lesst a little encouragement to onthu-i-
asts who see the pool as a potentisl fish area.

HE NOTES, however,that part of its environs is e geme preserve,
eand a section directly esbove the dam is CMP property. What's more,
the water in the pool moves so slowly--three fourths of a mile e
day--that there might not be an abundance of fish even when the
river becomes purer.

Shores of the pool would have to be made more accessible, he
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goints out, while eeing that some parts of the area might well
ecome favorites with fishermen. He adds that fishing the waters
directly above the dam by boat would be hezardous.

In any event, fishermen in this region of Maine can at least
look hopefully to the Androscoggin as & future stream for their
favorite sport. As Dr, Lawrence says: "We're definitely headed
in the right direction.”

Caption Under Picture

Future Home For Fish

This large pool, formed by Androscoggin River water backed up from
the Central Maine Power Co.'s Gulf Islend Dam, lower center, unay
become en excellent fishing ares in the future, experts believe.
The river, once badly polluted by pul K waste and $ewage, has
gradually been made purer as the result of a long-time state pro-
gram. (Gannett Air Photo by Gerdner M. Roberts)
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Le Messager June 8, 1961

Le nettoyage de l'Androscoggin a
couté §22,000,000 jusqu’ 4 date.

A l'oeccasion du 20e anniversaire de 1'6tablissement du Comité
Technique de la riviére Androscoggin, les officiers des usines de
gapior de la Brown Company de Berlin, N.,H., de la Oxford Faper

ompany de Rumford, et de la International Paper Company de Liver-
more Fells, ont invite® les @diteurs des journaux de lLewiston, de
Rumford et d'autres endroits le long du parcours de la riviére,
pour entendre le rapport des succés obtenus jusqu'a date dans le
domeine d'éliminer les odeurs désagreéables de la riviére et de
diminuer la pollution de l'Androscoggin.

Ce rapport fut refdu d'une menidre artistique per le Dr.
Walter A. Lawernce membre du parsonnel enseignant du Bates College,
et le "Maitre de Riviére" nommé, il y a vingt ans, pour faire
1'6étude et trauver les moyens de diminuer les conditions désagré-
ables que causaient la riviére en 1954l.

Comme tous et ehacun le savent, les villes de lewiston et
Auburn ont et@ tout spécialement arffectées par ces odeurs qui em-
enalient des eeux de l'Androscoggin et o'est pourquei les meumbres
du Comité ont jugé bon d'organiser le diner pour les Editeurs
locaux dans cette ville méme de Lewiston, dans le but de trens-
mettre la bonne nouvelle directement.

Un grand nombre d'officiers des trois companies manufectur-
iéres de papier ®taient présents et ont du faire un tresjet de
plusieurs milles pour rendre possible cette réuniom dépteressante.

Voiei un résumé du rapport du Dr., Lawrence, tel gque rendu
pear M.Fred A, Clough,Jdr.:

L'#limination virtuelle de l'odeur emasnant de ls rividre in
droscoggin, et une rdduction de 85% du contenu de la pollution de
sulphite de la rividre ont ®té accomplies durant les 18 années
Bcouldea., Cela a 8t® fait per l'entremise du placement financier
conjoint de plus de {82 millions de dollars par la Brown Company,
la Oxford Peper Company et la International Faper Company.

Cet accomplissement a @t® mis au point mardi par le Dr. wWalter
A, Lawrence, iaitre de Riviere, dans son rapport annuel au Comité
Technique de la Riviére Androscoggin, & l'assemblée qui avait lieu
@ 1'H6tel DeWitt & Lewiston.

Ces faits et d'autres que sont trés signifients su sujet de
la diminution de pollution 8telent dans un sommaire de 20 ans
d'operations présentés aux membres du Comité Technique, aux chefs
des trois companies de pepier, aux officlers d'Etat et municipaux,
y compris les maires de Lewiston et sudburn. Le Dr. Lawrence,
administrateur de la riviére, nommé par la cour, est le chairman
du Comité Technique qui depuis 1941 est au travail d'®liminer la
mauvaise odeur et de réduire le contenu de pollution dans la riv-
iere.

Selon le Dr. Lawrence l'intensité des odeurs de la riviédre a
diminué du point de nuisence dans la région de Lewiston-auburn
durant la quarantaine, au point de disperition totale durant les
trois années écoulées, De FPlus, une comparison de ce que le Dr,
Lawrence appelle les facteurs de pollution qui surviennent des
ligueurs de sulphite, montre un d€clin de 5.0 points en 1941 &
0.49 en 1960. Cette diminution repr@sente un declin de 85% dans
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le montent de pollution causee par le sulphite dens la rivisre.
Le repport e aussi falt remarquer que le contenu d'oxygbno
dissoud qui existe dans l'eau de la rivgiro e eté augment® & un
niveau beaucoup plus eleve, ce qui a eu pour résultet de diminuer
grandement le nuisance des senteurs desagréables.
Ces résultats, selon le rapport, sont dérivés exclusivement
des dépenses majeures encourues per les companies de papier pour

des altérations de procédés d'usines, et 2ur le construetion de
lagunes qui permettent le remisage et la g charge scgontir quement
controléee des residus de liqueurs durant les périodes non critiques
& la riviére.

En feisant des commentaires sur l'histories primitive de la
rividre Andreloogfin, le Dr. Lawrence a falt remarquer que "o'est
douteux si le rivi@re Androscoggin ait Jameis @t® naturellement
pure."” Cette idée est basée sur le fait que la riviére sert d'ec-
oulement d'une vaste région de foréts du Meine et du New Hempshire,
et que chaque année elle emporte des mille tonnes de débris et de
limon des foréts. )

Il e aussi signal®é l'établissement des moulins de papier et
de pulpe a la fin du siécle dernier, et est monte 3 la source de
la croissence du probléme de l'odeur et de la pollution de lique-
urs de sulphite. En 1942 un accord inspiré per la cour e été con-
clu, et les compagnies de papier concerndes ont commencé des etud-
es et des dépenses formelles dans le but d'nllisor lea situation,
En 18 ans la somme de 22 millions de dollars a @té dépensbée & ce
trevail, et, ce qui est le plus importent, nuls fonds publiecs
n'ont @té utilises pour atteindre ces conditions eméliorées le
long de l'Androscoggin. Tous les frais ont éte fayia par la Brown
Company, la Oxford Paper Company, et la International Paper Com-
pmo : pe

Dans son sommaire du ruyport, le Dr. Lawrence & mis en evid-
ence qgatro points majeurs d'accomplissement du Comit@® Technigue
de la Rividre Androscoggin: (1) L'Elimination de le nuisance sévére
de senteur le long de fa riviére, et spécialement & Lewiston-aub-
urn; (2) La rdduction du contenu de pollution de sulphite dans la
rividre pour 1'étée de 1961 & un zzlnt estimé a 5% de ce qu'elle
contenait il y & vingt ens; (3) réduction de la demande d'oxyg-
éne biochimique a un tel point que les conditions annirqyiquoa
caises par la ligueur de sul?hito ne surviendront plus & l'evenir;
et (4), K. contenu augmenté® d'oxygene dissoud de l'esu de la riv-
iére & un niveau de beaucoup plus grande suretsd, _

N.D.L.R.--Tout ceci se somme su grend succés du contrdle de
le riviére pour que Jjemais les viiles de Lewiston-Auburn ne sojent
encore les vietimes des odeurs trés désagréables gqui existalent
autrefois., Le probléme gque tous les citoyens des Villes-Soeurs
croyelent presqu'impossible & résoudre, a &té conquis, et certsin-
ement ces résidents des rives de l'Androseoggin, sont trés recon-
nesissants des efforts de ces companies, et sur out que ces compan-
ies aient eu la vonne fortune d'engager un homme eussi capeble et
aussi devoue que l'a @té le Dr. Lewrence & ce traveill ingrate.
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Lewiston Daily Sun ' July 4, 1961
NO NITRATE NEESDED
FPOR ANDROSCUGGIN

Oxygenation is taking place in the androscoggin River at a
much better rates than usual this year, thus reducing consider-
ably the need for supplemental nitrogen to keep down any summer
stench,

Dr. Walter Lawrance, androscoggin rivermsster, said last
night that for some reason the adding of the nltrates will not
be necessary this year.

Nitrates are used to release more active oxygen in the water,
thus aiding the decomposition of the waste materials which cause
the unpleasant odor, cheracteristically present during the warmer
weather.

Lawrance said that he and his staff will still be msking the
usual analyses on the river content to determine the amount and
the nature of any changes which may be taking place in the river
water chemistry. These tests are expected to last all sumamer.
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leviston Deily sun Auvgust 12, 1961

RIVER 1o BLHWVING

WBLL THIS oUsdisk

The indroscoggin iiiver has besen on its best behavicr so
far this summer--st least us far eg the traditionel sunner
stench is concerned.

Dr. Wwalter 4. Lawrence, Rivermaster, s«id lest night that
he hssn't hed to add eny cdor-killiing nitrates to the water and
that he doesn't anticipate any need for therm, even if tue hot,
humid westher continues for sowe days longer.

Dr. Lawrance s&ld that the river is down slightly below
nornal, but uo uwore than is usual for this tlume of the year.,
He listed heat and dry conditions as the wain ressons for the
slackening flow of water,

Lewiston Evening Journal August 12, 1961
City Locals

The Androscoggin River has been on its best behavior so
far this sunmer as far as the traditionsal summer stench is con-
cerned. Dr. Walter A. Lawrence, Riverusster, said lest night
he hasn't had to add any odor-killing nitrates to the wateér and
doesn't anticipate any need for them.

Lewiston Daily Sun September 20, 1961

ANDROSCOCGIN BEHAVIOR GOOD
DURING SUMMER

Rivermaster walter 4. Lawrance saild last night that con-

ditions on the scoggin River duri the summer months have
been tﬂo best in yuagt. X .

pr. Lawrance, in making his assertion, sald that ebsolutely
no nitrates or other additives has to be put into the water.
The water level remained fairly stable, declining only slightly
toward the end of the summer when dry weather hit the area.

Lawrance, when asked about the traditional odor associated
with the river, sald that, instead of getting the usual calls
about the stench, he had been getting many calls wondering why
the odors hed been ebsent. But no calls of compleint, he added.

Lawrance said that, in view of the very dry months of
August and the early part of geptember, the river is still hold-
ing up much better than had been anticipated.
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