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Biographical Note

Frank Coffin

Frank Morey Coffin was born in Lewiston, Maine arlyJ11, 1919. His parents were Ruth
[Morey] and Herbert Coffin, who divorced when Framés twelve. Ruth raised Frank alone on
Wood St. in Lewiston. She came from an active Deatacfamily, her father was Mayor of
Lewiston from 1907 to 1912, and eventually she breca Democratic State Committeewoman.

Frank graduated from the Lewiston public schoatsl #ten went on to Bates College,
graduating in 1940. While at Bates he debated uBdsoks Quimby, and majored in
economics. He then went off to Harvard to contihiseeducation. He started in the Harvard
Business School while waiting to be drafted. Heaseéiin the Navy Supply Corps, and after
discharge returned to Harvard to get a law dedi#eegraduated in 1947. He then clerked for
U.S. District Court Judge John Clifford Jr. befbis admittance to the Maine Bar.

His law career began in a Lewiston office, and kyigrew. From 1951 to 1954 he served as



Corporation Counsel to the City of Lewiston, and 853 he joined the law firm of Verrill Dana
in Portland, Maine. At that time, he became intex@$n the Maine Democratic Party. Along
with Lewiston area Democratic activists, he workedeestablish the two-party system in
Maine. He became Chairman of the Maine Democratity®n 1954, and worked to field
Democratic candidates for every major office far 1954 ballot. He also created the first
permanent staff position within the Maine Demoa &arty.

His party building included writing a party platforusing public input and surveys. These

efforts led to the election of Edmund Muskie as &awer of Maine. In 1956, Coffin stepped

down from the chairmanship to run for United Sta@esigress. He was elected, and served from
1957 to 1960, when he stepped down to run for Gmresf Maine. He was defeated in that race.
After his elected service, Frank was to be appdidtmbassador to Panama by President John
Kennedy. When Kennedy was assassinated, Lyndorsdnhefused to make the appointment
because of disagreements he had with Frank dursn@dngressional career. He was appointed
to the Organization for Economic Cooperation angddgment in Paris in 1964. In 1965,
President Johnson appointed Frank to the UnitetdSfizst District Court of Appeals. He became
chief judge in 1972, serving in that capacity flaven years. He became senior member in 1989.

Frank Coffin has received numerous awards and ades| and is a highly regarded figure in
Maine law and political circles. In 1942 he marre8ates graduate, Ruth Ulrich. They had four
children.

Shep Lee

Shepard (Lifshitz) “Shep” Lee was born in Lewistdgine on November 13, 1926 to Ethel and
Joe Lifshitz. His parents were both Russian imemdg, his mother a housewife, and his father
an automobile dealer after the Depression. Haagt the Lewiston Public Schools, graduating
from Lewiston High School in 1943. He then wenttorBowdoin College, taking a break from
college between 1945 and 1946 to enlist in the Navg returned to Bowdoin after his service,
and graduated in 1947 with a degree in governmaheaonomics. At that time, he and his
brother also changed their names to Lee to avaittidiination against Jews in education and in
careers. Lee returned to Lewiston after graduatiod went to work at his father’'s automobile
dealership. Soon after, he became active in Lewigtuburn Democratic politics. In 1956, he
was campaign manager to Frank Coffin’'s Congressimarapaign. In 1963, he bought out his
father’s partner in the automobile dealership, enehtually took over the entire business. Lee
was an active Democrat during and after Ed Musldaiger. He was a key fundraiser for the
Maine Democrats, and loaned many vehicles to caynpaj candidates over the course of his
career. He retired from his automobile dealerghije late 1990s.

Don Nicoll

Donald Eugene "Don" Nicoll was born in Boston, Medsusetts, on August 4, 1927, and grew
up in the West Roxbury section of the city. Héhis son of George and Mary Nicoll. He
attended Robert Gould Shaw Junior High School ap&tdh English High School and graduated
from Colby College in Waterville, Maine in 1949, jjiang in History with a minor in
Government. Don met his future wife, Hilda Farnaisp a Colby student, when they worked in
the resort town of Ocean Park, Maine, in the sunoh&®44. Nicoll began his graduate work at
Pennsylvania State College in 1949, where he redeateaching fellowship in the Department



of History. His graduate studies concentrated oreAran history, specifically the period from
the Revolutionary War to the Civil War .. His M.f1952) thesis was on the Alien and Sedition
Acts.

Starting in 1951, Nicoll and his family settledBuckfield, Maine where he picked apples and
taught part time at Stephen’'s High School, locatdRumford. Nicoll began working as an
announcer for WLAM radio in Lewiston, Maine. He bete a reporter and then news editor for
WLAM and WLAM-TV. In June 1954, Nicoll left WLAM tdbecome Executive Secretary of the
Democratic State Committee at the request of FMnKoffin, who has just become chairman.
Mr. Coffin was elected to the U.S. House of Repnésieves from Maine's Second Congressional
District in 1956 and Nicoll went to Washington, D&3, his administrative assistant, continuing
in that post until December 1960, the end of Cosgrean Coffin's second term. Mr. Coffin ran
for governor in 1960 and was defeated. After tieetedn Senator Edmund S. Muskie asked
Nicoll to join his staff as legislative assistandanews secretary. Nicoll served in that position
until 1962, when he became administrative assiskdgtcontinued in that post until 1971, when
he became personal advisor to Senator Muskie. fitith&esenate office in mid-1972.

From 1972 until his retirement in 2005 Nicoll wodkas a program and policy planner, first as a
consultant (1972-73), then as chairman and chie¢@xve officer of the New England Land
Grant Universities Joint Operations Committee (22935), then as coordinator of planning and
vice president for planning and public affairs fiee Maine Medical Center (1975-1986), then as
a consultant (1986-2005). His clients were prinyanlthe non-profit sector and included,
universities, libraries, education associationgjthecare organizations and social service
agencies. He also worked as a volunteer, headwagiety of public policy projects, including

the Maine Task Force on Government ReorganizatieniMaine State Compensation
Commission, the Maine (Mental Health) Systems Assesnt Commission, the Maine
Consortium for Health Professions Education, thetlsern Maine Community Television
Consortium, the Maine Special Commission on GovemtrReorganization (co-chair), the
Board of Visitors of the University of Southern Mals Edmund S. Muskie School of Public
Service, the Maine-Aomori Sister-State Advisory @atand the Governor's Allagash
Wilderness Waterway Working Group.

From 1998-2005, Don Nicoll was the Director of tgmund S. Muskie Oral History Project at
Bates College.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: Muskie, Nicdlée and Coffin’s first encounters and
relationships with one another; challenges for@kenocrats in the 1950s; sending
guestionnaires prior to the 1954 election; Muski46 campaign for state legislature;
Waterville politics; Muskie’s legal practice; 19®&mocratic convention in Lewiston; problems
for some Democrats in the 1954 election; Muski®&S4lcampaign; television’s role in the 1954
election; Muskie’s strategies in the 1954 campaMuskie as a Catholic; cost and contributors
of the 1954 campaign; Muskie’s fundraising effoN&jskie’s support from newspapers; and
Muskie’s staff in 1954,
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Transcript

BEAM:

LEE:

Okay. This is an interview with Senatdmund S. Muskie, Frank M. Coffin, Don
Nicoll and Shepard Lee. It takes place on Tueslagust 6, 1991, starting about 1
p.m., at Senator Muskie's home in Kennebunk, MdimeChris Beam, Director of

The Edmund S. Muskie Archives at Bates College. Mivant to do today is cover

the period of Muskie's career and Maine politicsrfrl946, when Edmund Muskie
was first elected to the Maine legislature as aesgntative from Waterville, to

1954, when he was elected governor—or to 1956 whank Coffin was elected to
Congress from the 2nd Congressional District.

Before | begin, I'd like to ask each one of yowarihg with Shep Lee, going around
the circle here, how you got to know each otherwHwou got to know Senator
Muskie. How you got to know other members of thigiview. Shep?

Well, | came back from Bowdoin College, ancrik Coffin was a bright young
lawyer from Lewiston who was corporation counseid ave ended up on a
Community Chest committee together with Father Drofind our job was to see if
Lewiston and Auburn needegbaychiatrist. | remember that was it, and thaits h
got acquainted with Frank. And then in 1950 Fraakegthe keynote address at the
DeWitt Hotel to--was it the Democratic Conventidm@member being so impressed
| wrote him a letter and said | would like to dovswork for the Democratic Party.
And everybody in Lewiston-Auburn knew Frank, knew by reputation. He was
summa cum laude from Bates. Bright young lawyeradhaf that. So | knew who he
was and got involved in that way. And through himti®on who was, of course,
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LEE:
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LEE:

MUSKIE:

NICOLL:

MUSKIE:

LEE:

MUSKIE:

BEAM:

MUSKIE:

executive secretary. And then through them mettSeNauskie. Actually, | first met
Senator Muskie as a businessman and a car deaderlwfent to a meeting where
he was the OPS Director. And | remember all theseness people--most of them
Republicans--were very impressed with this tallygpguy who seemed so fair and
what all. So as much for his content.

Now you say when you came back--that was wh&ack from what--military
service after the war?

Yeah. I'd been to Bowdoin and I'd been in Nay. Went back to Bowdoin and
came back to Lewiston. | grew up in Lewiston.

Right, right. And this was-- You met Muskie &PS Director when--about 19527
'Fifty? 'Fifty-one?

Well, | was appointed in-- Let's see, | vedscted to my third term in the legislature,
it would have been '49. No, the election years vesen, so | was elected in '50.
Well, | was first elected to the legislature in,'’46cond term in '48, third term in '50.
And | barely--I won by one vote in that third eliect By one vote. There was a
Republican landslide. [Chuckling] But it was thesfiinterim year, and our candidate
was Earl Grant. Or was it Jim Oliver?

This was '48?

'Fifty.

That was Earl Grant, wasn't it? Because thmin '52.

That vote was given to us, but.... Jim @liwas in '52, that's right. Remembering
that Rockland incident where the total crowd, idahg candidates, were six. Yeah,
so in '50 | was elected for a third term to thadkgure. Then | was--

Then you went to--

Then | was elected--reelected--floor leadénd then | was--I don't know who
pushed the buttons to get me appointed OPS Dirdmbthat happened then when
the Korean War started. When? About June of 19507

Mmmm hmmm. Yeah.

And so it wasn't until January--the follavg January--that it occurred to somebody
that it might be a good job for me, a good way neayd build a political base,
although that wasn't in mgnind at that time. And so within a week after Iswa

reelected Democratic floor leader in January of1t9%e we in '51 now?--that
Truman appointed me OPS Director.
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Now | knew who Senator Muskie was becauseas wterested in politics, and |
would read in the paper that he-- You were thedeadthe minority party leaders
now. So | knew who he was, but I'd never really hiet, | don't think, until that
point--until he was OPS Director.

Okay. Don?

| don't remember if | had met Don by thiaé. Had 1?
No, | don't think so.

Don, when did you meet?

All right. | first was aware of Frank whdre was a corporation counsel for the City
of Lewiston. And my vivid memory of that was thefaus election that was snowed
out and as corporation counsel having been appbloyt®layor Malenfant, you said
that the election would be canceled.

This was '52, February of '52.

'Fifty-two. And after that election that wagostponed. Now by law it's going to be
held, and Frank thereafter was the dirty doublss®a [Laughter] And then it was
in the spring of '53 Frank made a Jefferson-Jackperch in Westbrook and called
on the party to mount the ramparts and changddte af Maine. | was then reporter
for WLAM in Lewiston.

That was a radio station?

It was radio in '53 until the summer, eafidyl of '53 when it started a small television
station--UHF television station.

Now, were you a TV reporter as well?

Radio and TV, reporter and news editor. Aduting that period from 1952 on, |
covered the state house as well as city hall. Irmagtly Republicans because I'd go
up for the governor's news conference and covéiteablit with department heads;
did not cover the legislature much. We relied anlire services for most of that
coverage. And | really didn't get to know Ed untilell, | think it was the fall of '53.
But going back to Frank, Frank had delivered thisexh, and our station manager
happened to see a piece about the speech. And [&nutg, who was then the
station manager, and he suggested--

Excuse me, Don. How do you spell that nane-1ast name?

S-H-U-T-E. His first name was Elden, E-L4BN. And he was called Denny. Denny
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had seen the piece, thought it was interestingkaad Frank. So he suggested that |
interview him for our news program. And | did sodan those days equipment was
so heavy that you didn't go out and do intervieuesid do it in the studio. And | can
remember the studio, and after we were througwertdirned the microphones off, |
asked him when he was going to stop making speeaislo something for the
party. And | had come to the conclusion on the da$imy reporting that the
Republican Party was riddled with dry rot--as hthi put it at the time--and was
ready for being turned over. It definitely was popular in '53. The congressman
from the 2nd District seemed much more vulneradkewas an alcoholic. And in
those days you didn't report those things in thvespapers or on radio, but reporters
talked about it constantly. And we were pretty she¢ Charlie Nelson, who was the
congressman, sooner or later was going to stutneipublicly and be ready to be
knocked off. And | thought Frank should run for Qogss at that time. But he said
he wouldn't, but | kept after him over the nextesaymonths. Then | think it was in
the fall that Louis Jalbert engineered the presderence in reverse in Augusta at
the Augusta House. And you and Luaad Louis and a couple of other people were
there. And the reporters who covered the statedie{isorin] “Doc” Arnold, Pete
Damborg, Floyd Nute, Bob Crocker, and I. And we evasked questions. And |
think that's where | met you first.

| don't remember that specifically. Thatsae fall of '53?

I think it was the fall of '53. It was befe the campaign got underway. It was the
summer or fall of '53. And | think you would prothgtChris, find in the newspapers
from that period--probably just going through the--

I'm not sure if that's right, Don, becaud®woke my back in the spring of '53.
Well, then it would have been before that.

See, if it was the spring of '53, the ldgiare was in session, and | was then a
lobbyist in the legislature. And it was in that fllat | met Frank. Because after my
hospitalization | went down to our camp on Chinké.and spent several months
there just recuperating--swimming and that sothwig. And that's when | began to
have different ideas about what | ought to be imedlin in politics. I invited Frank
and Ruth to come over, and that was the first timet Ruth.

Well, there was one other-- | think thatswhe first time we met. Of course, | had--
Muskie was a very familiar name to me becauseddiin Lewiston. And even
though we did not overlap in college, | used toehBill the Barber cut my hair. And
| was acquainted with who was who in college. Aadipularly who was debating,
which Ed was. So | had always known who he was. thed, | don't know whether
you remember, but at one point you called me aioldrgauld | be interested in being

!Lucia Cormier
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your counsel on the OPS. And | felt that my practead just started in Lewiston,
and | didn't feel | should leave, which | would kédwad to have done. But anyhow, |
always valued that early and completely unreseargbie of confidence.

The fellow | finally got as counsel diecstayear, so you see you were-- [Laughter]
This is Milt Semer who was--Milt Semer?

No, he didn't take it. No, the fellow whoak it was at Colby College--a professor.
And he passed the bar. Don Allen, | think was laise.

Oh, yes, | remember.
Awfully nice guy.

But getting back to the first real meetimg had in the late summer or early fall of
'53 when Ed invited Ruth and me up to the campattSChina. We had--he cooked
a steak outdoors and at that time he was-- You ws#tenational committeeman,
weren't you?

Oh, yeah. Yeah.

Yeah. And | had done some speaking, as lRamsaid, and we had a common
interest. And then we talked about what we couldathal at the moment there was
no obvious channel. | was nothing and held no rsiAnd Ed held a position, but
it was not at all clear what a national committeeroauld do. So we thought we
would bide our time and just remain in contact seelwhat would happen. And then
the next thing that | think that stood out in mymmey--and | don't know how it
happened; maybe you do--but Jim Sawyer, staterohairannounced in the papers
that he was appointing me chairman of the pre-cotwe platform committee. |
never knew him, and he never knew me, and | dowwivkwhat put that bee in his
bonnet. Do you, Ed?

Well, 1 think I might have been one, certigi, who thought of it as a result of our
discussion at China Lake. | simply viewed it asagywo begin the--

Then at that point, at that point, | cgllmy reporter friend, Nicoll--
"Early," objected his daughter. [Laughter]

And we decided to-- We had two other meralmdrthe platform committee: Jim
Oliver and Roland Guite of Ellsworth. And Don wagdging me, and we decided to
follow an example set by a young political leadeKiansas--fellow named Mike
Harder--who was state chairman out there. And wisdd a questionnaire--a big
guestionnaire--and centered it on issues. Serit dvar the state. And then the
answers came in, and we held a number of confesenchfferent parts of the state.
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And this sort of built up interest in this pre-cemiion.

How did you hear about Harder's efforts?otisds like you had some contact with
people--Democrats in other states--who were fatiagame situation as Democrats
in Maine. You know, a distinct minority party trgrto establish itself on a firm
footing.

Well, I think I'd met him, but | don't-- Dgou have any--?

This was something, | think, that you hadted here in reporting and political
activity nationwide--or some Democratic literature.

| don't think I'd met him by that time besa | had no occasion to travel. But it
probably was reading something that he'd donettsitvas taking the platform out
of the back room on the night of the convention goithg public. And that's sort of
persisted even to this day. And in fact, we map\werdoing it somewhat.

Yeah, yeah. No, | think that it's clear thiaat pre-convention platform idea was a
wise one, looking from several points of view. Thgathat first of all it gave us a
helluva lot of coverage in the press. The pressghbit quite unique, that here the
Democrats didn't have a candidate for a goddanimeg &t that point, and they had
appointed a non-French person from Lewiston tor¢haiplatform committee. And
they couldn't conceive of how Frank could posshigome a member of the state
committee because he was not French. And in thage tthere had to be a French
candidate. But then the idea, you know, that weaheg talk about ideas before we
got candidates, that they thought was novel, anwdag. So | think that was a--
Whether it was true or not, | doubt that it came @ulim Sawyer's mind except
possibly in the middle of a nightmare. [Laughterjiny case, I'll give him historic
credit for it if he's the one who-- Established temn is right.

__turning him down because he hadn't consulted ith
My first reaction would be indignant _ the way to do things. [Laughter]

But anyway, | thought it was a helluva gadda when | heard of it because it was a
way to get Frank up front. And in the process mdy @dvance, you know, Frank's
political prospects--whatever they might turn aube--but also put a damned good
face on the Democratic Party as, you know, produemaving--credibility which
was well recognized by that time. His name was lateavn--and although his name
was Coffin--it really had nothing to do with theatle of a party [Laughter] but the
expected life of a party.

Puns for which he is so famous. [Laughter]

In any case, as far as | was concernedad & good idea from the start, and it did
give Frank that lift politically that he was abtedash in on very soon and the party,
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too, as | think this discussion will demonstratatggoceeds. We ought to finish
Don. | don't know when we established a personatioaship.

It was really the spring of '54, Ed. | haden badgering Frank. Then Jim Sawyer
came through with that pre-convention platform cottee, and | worked with Frank
on the questionnaire--preparing it, mailing it amdlyzing it.

This includes the important function ofkileg envelopes. [Laughter]

It's the only way you can lick your enemifilsaughter] What do they do now with
envelopes?

Well, | think the envelopes--whoever gib#sh to the envelopes--they all have the
mucilage on it. You just press it.

They all kind of like___ the machine.
It's probably highly automated. [Laughter]

Then in the spring-- One amusing sidelightthis: While | was busy doing this for
Frank, on the side | was also editor and repoaeetife radio and television station.
And at the time of one of the early programs--pulaffairs programs on the
television station--we interviewed Governor Crosd his Commissioner of Health
and Welfare, Doc Stevens. No, not Stevens. [Deart] BEisher [M.D.]. And they
came bustling in having just gotten the questiomand Doc in particular, who
was a very profane man, was waving the documennarand asking reporters and
saying: "Have you seen what these silly Democregsdaing now?" [Laughter]
"Sending out questionnaires even to the governar state commissioners."
[Laughter] And they thought this was a great jdkea way it was the beginning of
the downfall of that administration.

Now, the purpose of the questionnaire wast®hast to sound out what people's
attitudes were?

On differences, on issues. Not on the gartut on the issues.

Building the platform.

Yeah.

As Frank mentioned briefly a few momentoathe Democratic platforms were
produced between the late afternoon when the cdioveassembled and the next
morning___ platform. [Laughter] | chaired one of those. Buutell you, that was

something! But this was--

This was specific questions on: What donsed? and see the right people on the
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coast. What do our sea and shore fisheries progn@®d? What do we need in
conservation or transportation? Industrial develeptmwhich proved to be a big
issue when Ed became governor.

Yeah. Now did you design these questionnaymgselves? | mean, you thought up
all the questions?

It was Frank, not me. | wasn't involvedthmat part.
No, our committee did.

Yeah, the committee did. There was a pravemtion platform committedt wasn't
just Frank. | don't know who did the . . ..

Jim Oliver and Roland Guite were the otlway members.

And how did you select the respondents? [id firave some kind of mailing list of
people to send this to?

We made it up. | mean, we just pulled tbgetll the names that we could think of
who were acquainted with educational issues, whe aea and shore fisheries. And
this, of course, as Don has indicated, would inelsdme people who were in
government but a lot of people who were not in goreent. Universities.

Legaland.. ..

Also the media. You circulated it to the dme | don't know if they produced
anything, but--

They wrote some articles about it. And inth some people wrote in and asked to
respond to the questionnaire. | forget the numbews but it was a fairly substantial
mailing.

We really did colossal on the coveraggdt an awful lot of attention, more than any
other single thing, | think, before the conventiortall attention to the fact that we
were having a convention and that this was a diffekind of Democratic approach
to that election campaign. And incidentally, we drvvyet mentioned this especially,
the liquor scandal, which had erupted--what, twargethree years before? and
which had still tarnished the Republican image ethemugh there had been an
election succeeding that scandal and the Republigan as usual. But nevertheless,
in the context of that, which produced some of lhiskie-for-governor talk, it was
in the context of that, that this refreshing nefema within the Democratic Party got
attention. And it paid off.

Frank, at the meeting of the pre-convenftaitform committee at the convention the
night before it was adopted, there was a publiaihgaand proceeding by the
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committee. And there was a lot of attention théred the press, the media, the day
after the convention--actually on the day of theamtion--all of it was very
favorable. And it was then that Frank decided tofar state chairman--

No, I think I've--
--oh, member of the state committee.

Just of the state committee. As Ed hastpdiut, this was the-- Androscoggin
County was solidly Franco-American, and yet, ésfipened, there were a number
of people like Paul Couture and Albert Cote whoeneng in standing in line. They
were entitled to the position of state committeemBnt | think through a
combination of Irving Isaacson going to Eddie Bdwup--and | don't know
whether Dick McMahon was involved at this pointt perhaps not at this point--but
through Eddie Beauchamp these other people saikryaw, if Coffin wants to go
on the state committee, we'll let him. And thisyisu know, an act of, | thought,
tremendous restraint and generosity. And then #ifédy then, it was McMahon's fine
Italian hand who said, Well, at this point, you natate chairman is clearly open.

By the way, Frank, wasn't Al Cote a classenaf yours in high school?
Right. He was in my class of 1936. We were-

And as | recall, when they went to Al, Adisl he was willing to step aside for you.
He was the one who was lined up to be a membdreastate committee.

| see. | had forgotten that.
And Fat Albert. [Laughter]

He was known as "Fat" Cote. He was a vergréol politician. And really, to get the
coloration of the kinds of Democrats that we haheeially from the Lewiston-
Auburn area, Frank was totally different.

Well, I think even they were, you know, inggsed by the work that Frank had done
on the pre-election campaign platform committeewahdt good that had generated
in the class of public attention and all that. Tkegw quality when they saw it.

| think so. And I've felt all through my ltecal career in Lewiston that the French
leaders were-- You know, the senator, Jean ChBdeasher.

Well, | remember the genius of Ernest Mdiem. You know, he finally became
legislator, as you know, and produced a platfoegidlative agenda, which came up
with the question of How do we fund this? And tigehup, you know--that instinct,
that spark of genius--he said: "Well, Mr. Muskibé¢'said, "l understand we have a
deficit. Why don't we spend that?" [Laughter] Stshiee Father of Deficit Spending
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in Maine. And you've heard the latest chapter iat tim the last few months.
[Chuckling]

Well, there are a number of ethnic enclavédse-in Waterville and Lewiston and

other places, mostly, you know, Franco-Americanlares--that had long been
Democratic. Had these groups sort of been coradrg,tyou know, sort of in ghettos
and then all of a sudden, | mean, in the fifti@sted to want to branch out? Do you
think that might account for your entre into Lewistpolitics?

My own feeling is that no. That they hagamd organization in Biddeford and in
Lewiston and, | guess, Waterville and Augusta. &y could elect mayors and city
council people and county sheriffs. But | didnibththat while they didn't object to
having wider power, | don't think they had thatweartd-going move or momentum
or motivation. And | think when we began to movewe made a deliberate attempt
to interest people in the rural parts of the dimt@me aboard without rejecting what
we relied very definitely on, the big organizatianghe cities. But we did try to
broaden our base.

That was one of the great liberating eventglaine Democratic politics, the election
in '52 when Eisenhower was elected. And at thahtptiie leadership of the
Democratic Party in Maine--up to that point througle 'forties--no longer had
patronage. They lost interest. And this left thg wpen for Ed and Frank and others
to come along. | mean, the young men that had comsaturity during the war to
come along and fill that vacuum and change theyphttiink that was-- To me that
was the real watershed.

Well, it was little noted at the time, ahtlle noted since, wasn't that true?
Franco-Americans, | think, always--

| think what Ed said about recognizing dya

Wasn't__in one primary?

Yes.

There was a Franco-American candidate whoseasdly defeated by Frank in a
primary in a heavily French population.

They did recognize quality. And | think yhevould tolerate as a mayor somebody
who's never elected .

.. .. but you know one of the thingsttkaae all make kind of . . . in politics . . . . But
one thing | noted in covering city hall and coveritme legislature and covering
Auburn City Hall, everybody looked down their n@déewiston. But if you looked

at effective government [Chuckling] and respongieernment in those days, it was
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Lewiston--much, much better than Auburn. You gddeaad look at what happened
in Auburn.

Well, now wait a minute. If you look at chars--1 wrote my major thesis in college
on the Lewiston-Auburn city charters and the maulgl charter. And Lewiston's
commission form of government was designed to keepower away from Auburn.

That's right.

That's why the finance was . ___jail, didn't he in the--? Didn't he ever go td7ai
| don't think so.

There were great scandals. Lewiston was mob@el city.

No, but in terms of results, Lewiston wasich more yeasty and much more
productive. And as Ernest Malenfant said to théslature one day when they were
having a hearing on changing the city charter: Ylieegoing to tell you that before
the city charter they were selling the city jobkaTs true. [Laughter] They're going
to tell you that before the city charter they wpuoting the money in their pockets.
That's true. But then they went to county jail;apdhey go to the state prison. That's
farther." [Laughter] And he returned as one of kialients.

But that's another issue. [Laughter]

I'm glad you said what you did about Lewistpalitics. My wife got elected to
represent Ward 4 of the School Committee, so anywdlyaughter] | want to back
track and actually start from the beginning, wHighll say is 1946 and ask Senator
Muskie what your initial motive was for running fstate legislature.

Well, | think for just a few minutes you'got to go to a period before 1946 because
until I moved to Waterville, | had never entertairtbe idea of running for public
office. But the first development, of course, whattl finished law school and
shortly became a member of the Maine Bar, the Mdssaetts Bar--even took the
New York Bar, or contemplated that. But | finallgaded although I'd been invited
to join a law firm in New York, | finally decidedjnder the persuasion of the
department who offered me that job, to come baddame to practice law. My
home was Rumford, as we all know. And | took thardaBar, | think, in March of
that year of 1940. And the Superior Court was @di session in Rumford at that
time. And Rupert Aldrich was the clerk of courtd.hever met him before. He had
only one leg. He'd lost the leg in--

Clerk of courts in Norway or--?

Oxford.
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Oh, Oxford County. Yeah. Right.

Oxford County. They held a session in Rurdfd think, once a year and one or two
in Norway. But anyway, Rumford had one sessiorhefdourt. | even remember
some of the cases that were tried at that timerellvas one case where this fellow
had committed the crime of murdering a moose. Amavas on trial before Albert
Beliveau. [Laughter] . . . . that one. Another cas¢hat time: A fellow bought a
bottle of Royal Crown Cola, opened it and drankadut only to find a mouse in the
cola. [Laughter] That was another case that wasd @it that time. So | had a lot of
amusement watching this thing and watching Albexliv@au preside. That was
something else to watch because Albert was alwiayktg see a young Democrat.
But in any case, that's when | learned to know Rup#o became a life-long friend
until tragically he died two or three years agodAdidn't know when he died at the
time.

| didn't know.

He died at the time. | learned about ieayor so later. | can't understand that. But in
any case, he got around the state; and he wayg eegprected Republican politician,
if you remember. And he heard about Carl Blackingtataff in Waterville. Carl
Blackington was a lawyer in Waterville who died abthe age of 50. And he had a
very active little practice. He did a lot of coltems. He had small probate court
cases and small criminal cases, but he did verl; ®at he died leaving a young
family. And Rupert heard about this, and he knew @ad the kind of practice he
had, and he suggested to me that | go over to Whe¢erou know, to find out what
was going to be done with that practice. And olavdg Eaton was the lawyer for
Mrs. Blackington. Harvey was a Republican lawyeaeds credibility. Oh, he's--You
could devote a chapter to him in this thing. Buainy case, | went over to see him.
He was her lawyer. We finally worked out a dedlought the practice. There were
quite a few assets in it. There was a library west really worth--by those standards
even--$2500, easily. And because of his collectiprectice he had a lot of--
hundreds of--pre-stamped envelopes. [Chuckling] Maaw, for sending notices and
all that business. Christ! There were boxes ofdhieisgs. | never did add them up to
find out what they were worth. [Background Laughter

Are there any left? [Laughter]

There was office furniture and of course ttollections practice which doesn't walk
away from an office. You know, as long as | sergitlee collections, | had ready-
made clients. And | managed to keep his secreteing, was a great collections
secretary. She was a tough old biddy. [Laughteg]f8ade me promise never to run
for public office before she'd sign on with meohtt know as I've ever revealed that
secret before. [Laughter] In any case, the assets flly worth it. And | bought

them for $4,000. Then before we finally signedghpers, | asked Mrs. Blackington,
| said, "Well, if | could fully pay for this, if tould in three payments, you know, in
six months, what would you give me for a price?é Shid, "Full payment in six
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months?" | can have it for $3,000. So | got thattem into the contract. And so |
made sure that | made a deposit in the right b&tlugkling], get my deposit
through it, get it going. So five months plus attenoved into the office, | went to
the bank and borrowed the $2,000 and saved mysetfiusand bucks. [Laughter]
The only money I've ever saved since I've beensegbto politics. [Laughter] And
the law practice went well for me. It really dich@Blackington family was a lovely
family. It was really a way to come into the comrtyn

But what does this have to do with politics? Wéinever been involved in politics
before. | was a Democrat by conviction, | guesseAdll, Roosevelt was elected to
office my freshman year. And if it hadn't been loose New Deal programs, you
know, assistance to students and all the rest, dfptobably would have had a
helluva hard time in graduating from college. Anwdds, of course, impressed by his
philosophy--the New Deal philosophy. So | was asliactual, | guess, Democrat.
And | knew enough about the history of the Demacraarty to know that Harold
Dubord, who once ran for governor in this stateediin Waterville, practiced law
and ran for United States Senate. He lost bothasfd races but came close. And he
practiced law in Waterville. So | knew about Watkeis political significance in the
state, you know, through people like that. Not thatill had any ambitions for
becoming national.

You were privy to a lot of interesting dédsin your father's home in Rumford.

Oh, yeah, yeah. My father--that's still #mer story. [Chuckling] We'd get to sit
down and-- He was a closet Democrat. He was alweyyistered as a Republican
‘cause that's the only election that amounted yharg for a Democrat in those
days, the Republican Primary in June. So he alwaiedd Republican in June and
never voted at all in November. [Chuckling] Andrdagvas no secret about what his
politics were. All of the mill managers in town-ighs a typical Muskie diversion
here for Coffin--but all the mill managers in towgu know, the Oxford Paper
Company and the other paper companies, they afjtiidbeir suits from my father
because he was the only custom tailor in town. Bypdod! They had to sit and
listen to his political views [Laughter] when thegme to have their try-ons and all
the rest of it. They respected him that much, ®o.l learned a lot of politics
through, you know, from just listen to his lecturBecause he had me learning his
trade in Rumford to be a tailor. But in any casseht to Waterville, knowing that
there was this Democratic tradition. And | lookedward to it. In 1940 it was an
election year, so | spent my first election yeacpising law in the town where | . . . .

Were you active in the '40 campaign?

Well, | went to-- | can remember vaguelyimg to some Democratic meetings--
caucuses--of that kind. But | was simply a citizem interested. And of course |
made it a point when | moved to Waterville to inlnoce myself to all of the lawyers,
and particularly the Democratic lawyers, so thékiaéw | was Democratic in my

political views.
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You're talking about how large a circle ofgpde in Waterville at that time?
Well... How many lawyers? You don't meae tieneral population?
No, no. | mean, I'm talking about the legahamunity.

About 30 | would say. Maybe 30 lawyers ira¥#rville. A minority of them would
have been Democrats. Jim Boyle, Harold Dubord ell \ulian, Paul Julian, is not a
lawyer, but he might just as well have been. [ChingkHalf a dozen maybe. And
then, of course, they gave birth to a lot of DeraterYou know, Dick Dubord
became mayor--won a seat that | lost when | trhed Dick and | became good
friends. Unfortunately, he died very prematurelyt,Bno, so that Democratic
position meant a lot to me, and every one of thyagerville lawyers. | remember
Jim Boyle and Harold Dubord patrticularly. They indraely took an interest in me,
and, you know, they were friendly and congenialj koow. They made me feel very
much at home, which was important. So Watervillene like a glove, | thought. |
was a bachelor for several years before | marAed.| got involved in a veterans'
organization, the AMVETS, which was a new vetergngup after World War II.
They formed a post in Waterville and asked me ito. jand | did, even though in
Waterville the American Legion was a very, very ortant veterans' organization,
one of the biggest in the state.

Wasn't Jim Boyle very active in the Legion?

Jim was very active in the Legion. And hasia national committee member .
No, that was the , but there was one post in veterans' organizatlatswere--

Was he a state commander or--?
He wasn't ever state commander, but--
Oh, the adjutant, wasn't it?

Yeah. He was a fellow that American Legiaimes anywhere in the country turn to
when they see the name. And Jim Boyle was a veriiégionnaire. He was one of
the founders of the American Legion in this coun#ghy | knew of his connection
was the Democrats talked to me Danvers. Danvers never amounted to much, you
know. But anyway, that's how | began to fill up aommunity life because | thought
that was important. | wasn't born in Watervilleaoywhere near it. | was taking over
the office of a man who--I guess he was well likédd he just __ that connection
was not open entre to the rest of the city.

So the person you took over from was a Rejpahl?

I don't really know what he was. | assuratthe probably was if he was anything. |



COFFIN:

MUSKIE:

NICOLL:

MUSKIE:

BEAM:

MUSKIE:

NICOLL:

never knew whether or not he was active politicdlssume that he was not. And if
he had the same--well, he had the same secredaty-irst thing she exacted from
me was that commitment not to run for public offigeu know. [Laughter] The only
damned thing that saved me from her was that wievar came on and | had to--
you know--I had to go into the service, well, shaswt interested in holding my
office open___ going through however many years the war lastecsHg left me,
and | was able to pick up somebody else. | domwnkinat we want to get into that at
this point.

Did you know--? When did you meet Dick Mciwen? Was it after you were on the
state scene in Augusta? Or did you become friead®g?

Well, Dick, of course was a big Americandiennaire. His father was. And he was a
typical veteran, typical type for the Legion or argterans' organization. Terrific
guy. So | got to know him as one of the active yodnger Legionnaires. And he
was a Democrat. But he developed his political eotinons and his political life with
Dick Dubord. Really, that was the connection.

Is that how he became city treasurer?

| would assume so. That was the best goadahpolitical job in the city. | think it
paid $6,000 in those days. Hell! Even a SupremetGostice didn't do any better
than that in those days. [Laughter] To make thadl kif comparison. But anyway,
when | came back--and then I'll break off so yomget up to your line of question--
when | came back from the service, | had to sthovar again. My law practice had
shrunk to practically nothing although Marjdriead done very well in servicing the
collection accounts and the other cases that | Batthey'd about run dry by that
time, and | knew | had to build a new political basnd so then | began to think
about politics, and both parties were looking fandidates from among the young
men coming back from the war. Harold Dubord wa®lbw suggested by one
committee--

Excuse me, Senator Muskie, | want to flip ove

You know, both Jim Boyle and Dubord werawstch Democrats. | mean, both
originally . And in addition to that we had--there was anotymung
Democratic lawyer--Roland Poole, who had been wiagtlaw somewhat longer
than |I. But he was interested in running for thgidature. And we had two
Republican incumbents. Waterville had two seaii-@bes, doesn't it, in the
legislature?

Yeah, but | think they're--

2Marjorie Hutchinson
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Are they distributed differently?

They're distributed differently. Some peeplvere representing Waterville and
outlying communities.

Well, in those days Waterville had two, ahey were both Republicans. And the
Republicans held the two seats for ten yearsrexsall. And | knew Roland Poulin,
whom | later appointed as a municipal court judggea matter of fact. But he was
interested in running. He served one term, andathat- | think he had served-- No,
| guess he hadn't. In any case, he was a goodryinmate. And so we both decided
to run on aticket. And we won. And the issue tiatran on was the soldiers’ bonus.
| mean, after the war there was a lot of talk appoti know, soldiers' bonuses all
over the country. | mean, we have to reward thesag fellows who'd gone off to
war. And so the governor, who was a Republican-thaino was it? What was his
name?

Barrows was it?

No, it wasn't Barrows.

What year are we doing?

He ran for the governorship against--

Maigret?

No, later, after | was well known.

Hildreth?

Hildreth! That's who it was.

Horace Hildreth, yeah.

Hildreth was governor. And the Republicdresl been looking for a way to add a
major tax to the state's revenues. He thoughtithssthe perfect way to get a sales
tax. So in the summer of 19--what was it?--'46?hyé#6. So he called a special
session. And his proposition to the legislature thasthis was a vote for a bonus for
the soldiers--that would pick up one set of voimsd-that they fund it with a general
sales tax. Well, that was a package that was jdstight to a tad. [Laughter] You
couldn't lose it. We soldiers that fought for tharwby God, we're not going to be

blamed for a sales tax! [Laughter]

Now before the war, had anybody approachadatmout running for office? | mean,
as you were establishing your practice?
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No.
Nobody had. Anybody approach you about getiinto the Republican Party?

No. They didn't recognize that hidden genijlLaughter] No, and it never occurred to
me--really. | mean, | took a great interest in gwection. | can't remember ever
working in one before 1946. But | certainly wasemasted, and | used to attend
caucuses, and | enjoyed my contacts with Harolddbdiland others. But it never
occurred to me to run for anything. Here it was om@nt because it was a way of
getting better known in the community and buildengplitical base and hopefully an
economic base as well. So it was an important thingo. And hell! | was still
single, and there wasn't all that much to do inaialie. [Chuckling]

Did you have a room somewhere?

Yeah, | had a room. Well, when | came bftokn the service-- Well, in my first stint
in Waterville, I had a room. It was a nice roonainice family, but that disappeared
with the war. And when | came back, Mrs. Blackingtdfered me a room until |
could find something that | really wanted. And eiverly | got a room just around
the corner from the post office as | remember. Awas there very briefly while |
got still another one. Yeah, | guess | had singtams. Let's see, when did | get
married? In '48. So for a couple of years thereeld in maybe two or three rooms.
But anyway, | was looking for, you know, some waye active in the community.
Get known and make friends. And then added politicd! of that, and there was a
way to make a whole life for me. | didn't have dfgend at that time. | met Jane
after | came back from the war. So life openedngplaecame very full quite quickly.

| was very happy. And it never occurred to me, ¥oww, that | would stop
practising law at some point down the line. | hachy mind maybe two terms in the
legislature. | thought that might be a good waygéb started.

As far as I'm concerned, | don't know hoavlired as a lawyer because when he
became governor, he handed me some of his casésigalients, they practically
bankrupted me. [Laughter] No, they were an intamgsgroup. One was Captain
Giles, the "Victory Chimes."

He was__, you've to admit he was. He was a symbol, too.

Yes, yes he was.

He was captain of a sailing ship called tki&ctory Chimes."

Oh, yeah, he made that, the. Yeah.

The "Victory Chimes." And on Election Dag lwas adrift in a hurricane at that time

off the coast of New Jersey in the "Victory Chiniesnd we wondered about the
symbolism. [Laughter] Victory chimes in all night.
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So mostly the legal practice was what? Mosthlections and--?

| had collections, | had criminal cases$dd probate cases. Nothing very big. I'm
trying to think.... | remember the last case | tiaat | tried before the campaign was
a statutory rape case. Little town of-- Oh, whdtat little town? Not Freedom.
Liberty? Remember those towns Liberty, Freedom....?

Appleton? Monroe?
| think it was Liberty. Anyway--
Harmony.

Yeah, there's Harmony there, too. Yeahrdlsea number of those towns with that
kind of name. Liberty, | think, is the town whergadt this client. And | got her--or
him-- This was the husband, young husband, of avwaker family. The wife
worked nights, and he worked days. And they hathige a baby-sitter since they
had a child. And it was the baby-sitter, who waswl3 or 14, whose fate got
caught up in mine. [Chuckling] In any case, thealominister, who came from
Texas--l forget what denomination he was--but anywee took an interest in
everybody's business except his own, | guess. Apylafinally decided that that
young husband had been sleeping with this 13- geb4-old baby-sitter. They lived
in a little house outside the town. And | think J®lover--you remember Jim
Glover?

Yes.

You know, he was city treasurer once wheat tvas a Republican. But in any case,
he thought he'd like to practice law, but he nevanted to spend any time at it. So
he picked up this client that was the young hustkanmtiasked me to come in and
take it over. Which | did. He'd come down to cantl sit and listen, but he wouldn't
do a helluva lot besides that. But in any casegutethis guy. And | could never
persuade him to admit that he was guilty. | didadaynnedest, you know, ‘cause it
looked like the inevitable. Not that the girl waat attractive, but she was quiet and
sort of shy, and it looked like this is the sorgof, you know, who could be seduced
by this kind of a rapscallion. So finally, | saWldell, I'll scare the son of a bitch off. |
said, "My fee's going to be $500." "No problem," baid, "I'll raise that."
[Chuckling] So he raised the money, and we wemttiad Sullivan was the judge.

Francis Sullivan.

Francis Sullivan was the judge, and we hddll week's trial. | met the girl's father
and her mother's husband. He lived in a concretsdiait was built out of solid
concrete. And in the middle of the week there &lipnwent to see him. And | was
curious about this whole goddamned set-up. Andrtimeite | mentioned his wife,
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you know-- | was trying to cover all the-- God! did jump out of his chair and lash
out at her. Oh, boy! Jeez, wouldn't it be nicegblgm on that witness stand? His
testimony won't be admissible, you know, but bytthme the judge gets to ruling on
it, the jury will have heard it. [Laughter] Well hat he had to say about that woman,
you know, wasn't fit to print! It was a good tratyway.

The woman was the mother of the girl?
The mother of the girl. She was the one wiarked nights.
Oh, | see.

She was the one that-- Why | didn't gudsst,tyou know, guess that, you know,
guess there was something funny going on earlyaway. | played it very carefully,
and | put the father on the stand finally. And wenivthrough the family life and the
girl and all that. But finally | asked him a keyasgtion which | had carefully phrased.
Jesus! did he jump. [Laughter] | watched the coattiyrney. He sat there frozen. He
couldn't believe this fury. But he woke up enoughsay: "Object! | object!”
[Laughter] And the judge, of course, upheld theeotipn, but I'd got the one |
wanted. And so | got an acquittal. It was more clicaped than that, but that's the
dramatic__. But then | hung around the courthouse; | had sotimer things to do.
When I finally left, | walked out of the courthoysend there by the outside door was
the whole jury, waiting for me. And the chairmarttod jury came up to me, he said:
"Mr. Muskie, we just want you to know that whereyeu come from, we're coming
to__ ." [Laughter] So when | won that goddamned electitimought to myself:
Think of your legal career. [Laughter] And thenhuit a week | got a phone call
from a prisoner up in Skowhegan jail. I'd say heswabhis fifties, and he'd been
picked up on the same thing. [Laughter] Althougthihk in his case it was his
granddaughter.

You had some good clients. [Laughter]

He said that he had read about this caddtaught | was the lawyer for him. Well,

he was a helluva lot more candid than the other-goyquestion about his guilt. He

said she liked it. [Laughter] He never heard fromangain. So | agree, some of my
clients.... But that's the way you build up a dibase. None of this, | assume, will
appear....

Well, it's all being recorded.

Well, you've got to get a little sex, | qugse, in there. But it was a lot of fun. | got a
lot of drunken driving cases in those days. Evewyng lawyer did, | think. | had
pretty good luck with those, too. | guess | jusd laa honest face. [Chuckling]

Good luck in what? Getting them to admit guait getting them off? [Laughter]
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Getting them all acquitted. | remember atient | had who'd been picked up for
drunken driving. He had a bad leg and a cane. Anddt picked up--his car had
gone off the road and ended up quite a few fedhefroad in the deep snow. And
when the officer testified to get a convictionaids "You weren't there when my
client went off the road?" "No." "Well, how did yémow that he'd been in the car?"
"Well, there were these round holes where the badegone into the snow." | said,
"How deep was the snow?" "About two feet." | séithere were clear round holes?"
[Chuckling] He got off the road in two feet of sn®{Laughter] | mean, he gave me
pot shots_.

Now these were cases you had while you wetke legislature? While you were--?
| mean--

Oh, sure. | was practising law. You dohltik | could-- Well, | hadn't told you, but |
was paid $800 a year. Of course you had to have sther income.

Now how much time did you spend on legislatactivities as opposed to your legal
practice?

Not as much as they do now because we yeaalkkt once every two years.
Occasionally there was a special session, but et eften. | had three special
sessions my last year. And | think the three &l tbnsumed six days. Because we
had ways for cutting it short. But otherwise thhattit was less than six months
every other year. | think the first one--the fitsserved--we got through about
Memorial Day. That was the longest legislative gasgp to that point in the history
of the state. So that it didn't take an awful [btime. It was a lot of fun, it was
interesting. And | was lucky in becoming a lea&sr | counted that-- Well, | served
four years and then became OPS Director the lastAmd it gave me a chance to
get acquainted all over the state. If you readahniatle by Lorin Arnold you'll find
that, you know, Republicans--Republican legislatprsictically quit filching my
best supporters. Because | wasn't a mean and gagtthe way | became later.
[Laughter]

Well, what were your committee assignmentewlyou were in there?

Let's see, which ones did I--? Either Leg#hirs or Judiciary. | think we only had
one. One of the big issues, which you'll find itijwwant to read that story, was that in
fact the Democrats were left off committees. Biember the statistics, 80% of the
bills that were introduced in the legislature wsseat to committees where there were
no Democrats. It was one way they had of keepinguist. There weren't many
Democrats anyway at that time. How many? Fourtedifteen in the House.

| think that was it.

Out of how many?
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Two or three in the Senate. So we didniteha large group.

About 10% or less in both the House and $emate.

Yeah.

And they never organized to produce a paogior anything of that kind.
You mean you didn't have a caucus of anyXort

Oh, we met occasionally, but a caucus imteof an effective group preparing an
agenda and a legislative program and all of that?Well, we did soon after | got

there, but that was not the environment, that veashe practice. They just ignored
us. And that's what | used as the first issuefabethat they ignored us.

An issue where? In the legislature--
In the legislature.
--or when you ran for office?

Oh, they didn't ignore me when | ran fofioé. No. No, I'm talking about the
legislature.

Yeah. And how did you make this an issue? yid make it an issue in the press or?

I made it an issue on the floor. As soomheey announced a committee assignment, |
added up the number. And | knew that we were gtmrige ignored. We didn't have
any--as | remember--we didn't have anybody on Jaigi€ommittee, for example. |
don't think we had anybody on Legal Affairs Comeegttor on Appropriations
Committee. | mean, there's the bulk of your conemitivork in any legislature. And
they just took it for granted. They were very opbout it. And when | made a point
of it, they just brushed it off. So | wrote to eyatate in the country to find out how
minority legislators would feel. Unfortunately, tied didn't get as good evidence as
| would have liked because in the Southern stéesiinorities were Republicans;
[Laughter] Democrats weren't the casualties as W& up here. But | used the
right states, you know, to make my point. And, emgLorin Arnold used to make a
lot of that issue in his column. And I'd make ieewydamned legislature. The next
time | came, same damned thing. They didn't impramg. And I'd corner the
Republican floor leaders, you know, in the hallwagshe press gathered around us
to listen to what | was saying. Same damned tHingean, you can make a lot of
issue out of one-party government.

Who were the key leaders in the House orRiigublican side in those days?

Silsby. I think Silsby was one. He laterchene a judge. Bob Haskell was president
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of the Senate. The speaker of the House then wasyaattractive young--well,
middle-aged--guy from-- I'm trying to think of thame. Yes, | can see his face now,
but I can't think of his name. He really shouldd@&een a Democrat, | think, but he
came from one of the small counties that were appiblican. Very nice guy, but
they all played the same game. You know, one ofrtiportant appointments was
the--what was the committee that was created betsessions of the legislature?

Oh.___ . They don't have it anymore.

It was supposedly charged to watch thediegive scene in between sessions and
come to the legislature with recommendations fangfes and restructuring and that
sort of thing. And even substantive legislatiowals told, you know, quietly that |
was going to be appointed to that committee. WélNeaked their nose a little too
much the last days of the session, so | didnttgeedppointment. They'd do that sort
of petty thing that didn't do them any good. Bumidan, the weakness is a one-party
government. You know, once you get to play that gaas we did for how many
years now? Six years--you know, you can get tHdipattention. | think we've
gone through a lot of the implications of that kisfdQyjovernment. You don't have
accountability; you don't have opportunity. You lnoyou have conservatism;
there's no room for liberalism or progressive kimthinking. All you had to use is
your imagination a little bit, and they gave yoarly of time to use that [Chuckling]
because they wouldn't give you any work to do. tSesed to be fun. It wasn't a
chore. If they'd given us work, | wouldn't haveamgd it as much probably.

[Chuckle] Did you find yourself becoming immiiately the spokesman of the
Democrats in the legislature? | mean, were othendeats in the legislature at the
time making that kind of point?

Well, I'd say there was one--Louis Jalbavtio very much wanted to be the leader
but never did succeed in becoming the leader. HeaMaemocrat from Lewiston
whose integrity was constantly subject to challelmg@eople in both parties. You
know, under-the-table stuff. How much there wathéa, | don't know. There might
have been. | never got interested in that. He becasstrange sort of supporter of
mine, but he also wanted to be a leader. He was@stoo. But it's funny because--
he's dead now--but over the last six or seven yaslire he died whenever there
was a clipping in the Lewiston papers, he'd sendartitle note and enclose the
clipping. He was very, you know--

Was this after he was defeated, after heidorr-?

But he did some of that before, too. He @ referred to me as "the big guy." Not
always--at the beginning, no. | wasn't a big guthatbeginning. [Chuckling]

You became....

| remember on the steps of the LewistonyQiall in 1954 at the end of the
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convention, Louis poking his finger at you [meaniigskie] and saying: "You're all
through, Muskie. [Chuckling] You're all through."was standing there with a
reporter, and Louis was furious at you over sonnethi

In '547?

This was '54. After the convention was qvamnd we were coming down. And | for
some reason was there. And Louis was very angry . .

What was he angry about?
| don't remember, and I'm not sure | knewviree time. Just seeing him there--
| hadn't decided to run yet.

That's right. And he said, "You're all thugh Muskie.” Poking his finger the way he
did. [Chuckling]

Well, he was a strange, strange guy. | neaelld give . . .. wasn't a friend of
mine, but | could never really dislike him. Therasssomething about him.... He was
certainly persistent. And when he died he had #pwutation of being "Mr.
Democrat,” not me. | mean, the newspaper pundis kypow, referred to Louis as
"Mr. Democrat.” That was his cherished title. Yetlpaps that was enough for him.
And how he got to be elected in Lewiston year ajtar when he made all the
enemies that he did there is strange. And thelgaalla part in the story for many
years. _all need them. [Chuckling] They were loyal, yowln they really were. |
mean, we all went to dwell in Lewiston.

[garbled sounding] he and | used to have--
I never really disliked him. He had drama.

| was saying at lunch with Shep and Don #tahis early stage when we--you--
started to build the party, this was a very unigme. We owed nothing to anybody.
There were, at least at the start, there was Vit prospect of anybody getting
elected that year. We were setting out to buildd A were talking about issues.
And it was about as pure a time for politics, asi$pect as existed. Just then the
people that we found and who joined up were jusideoful people. It was a great--

It might be well, Frank, if you and Ed calialk about the search for candidates for
that '54 election. That's a-- [Laughter]

Yes, I'll start.

This is Frank's, | guess. I've told thisrstso many times, I'd like to hear a different
version. [Chuckling]
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Memory is not always reliable, but we cam#ée convention and the platform had,
as Ed said, received a great amount of publicibyd then we had Averell Harriman
come and address us.

Now this was when? The convention, the Deraticrconvention?

'Fifty-four, yes.

And when did that take place in '54?

| think--

March.

--March.

March '547?

And Averell Harriman came and spoke toArd it wasn't that he was such a great
speaker, but he was a distinguished statesman.

Let's see.... Who else did we have? WeDbabthy Vredenburgh.
Dorothy Vredenburgh was a handsome woman.

She still does her same job.

Really?

Calling off the delegates' names.

She's Dorothy Vredenburgh Bush.

Yeah, that's right. She married a fellownea Bush. Her last name was-- Yeah, she's
still there; | heard her. She was there in Atlanta.

I'll be blazes!

And then there was Mike Kerwin from Ohio.
Yup. Youngstown.

Yup, Youngstown, Ohio.

I'd forgotten that. But then the papers eamt saying that we got into, you know,
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first gear and then second gear and now we weleibaeverse because we didn't
have any candidates. [Chuckling]

____Jim Oliver.

Oh, he would be what? First District? Yeah.

And he'd been a recent convert to the DeatiocParty.

He had run for governor in the previousogien.

And he had been a Republican congressmali, &/that point, after | became state
chairman shortly after the convention, and withkdi.ccMahon and Don and Tom
Delahanty and others, we were trying to put togedhicket.

Colbath.

And Ken Colbath.

“The Colossus of the North”.

And you were willing to run for Congresshink.

| wasn't too enthusiastic.

You weren't enthusiastic, but we were @finig to get an older person to run for
governor. And we tried to get [Edward Carleton]I@4oran [Jr.] in Rockland who
had been the sitting congressman under Roosevbé garly 'thirties. That's twenty
years or more ago. And then we tried to get Habaltord.

We tried to get Dubord. We tried to getr@lClauson.

And Clint Clauson.

And Edgar Corliss.

Edgar Corliss. That's right. From Bridgt¢@huckling]

Now there's a name you never heard in chi¢keming. [Laughter]

| would never have thought of it on my owhaughter]

Now excuse me, Frank. Didn't the--? The cariian didn't select candidates?

No.
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It didn't.

No.

Well, who would select the candidates? Thewemtion came up with the platform?
We'd had the primary elections in June, smgdeople would hopefully--if we got a
good ticket and they'd put their nomination papershey'd be nominated and we'd
hope there wouldn't be any primary fight. But weldo't guarantee that.

So the purpose of the convention was to comevith a platform. Is that correct?

Yes, that's right. And to elect the memladéithe county committees and this and that
sort of thing.

Mmmm hmmm. Okay.

Well, I don't know at what point-- Perhama should say now at what point you
agreed to become candidate for governor.

Not at the convention.

No. It wasn't until sometime after that.

We left the convention having in mind centaf electing one of these people that
you've mentioned and then-- Well, Perry Furbush avather one. Perry Furbush.

There were five or six that we thought would bedjoandidates.

I know we were thinking of Henry Benoit f8ongress, and maybe we asked him for
the Senate, too.

There was a lot of _ for the Senate.
Yup.

It was important to get the governorshigdese there was no chance of getting good
people for the other spots and things--the UnitedeS Senate and Congress and
even the legislature. We didn't have enough catesdar the legislature to elect a
majority if they had all won. So it all dependedonpgetting a candidate for
governor. And | was not one of the first names ttaahe to mind. And | wasn't
interested, really.

And you were still recovering.

| was still recovering from a broken badnd at the convention Mike Kerwin, |
think, was the fellow who thought | ought to rum €@ongress. That's right; he's the
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one. He knew Charlie Nelson. | think they were pugime and assumed when they
left, that if | ran for anything it would be for @gress. But anyway, our objective
was to find a candidate for governor. And | thinkrbld was the first we tried.
Harold Dubord?

Yeah.

Yeah.

| don't know if he ever seriously considetbat at all.

My impression is that none of these-- Na@mstimes we'd go together to talk to
these people--or more than. And they really woutd tis down out of hand. | mean,
they didn't sleep on it even overnight, | think.

Even Clauson who became a very eager categlitlaughter] a few years later.

Is that because the Democrats were in suchnarity? Because, | mean, today |
would think any number of people would be interéstebeing asked.

Yes, that's it exactly. | think that's--

Oh, there's no question. No question.

Hadn't won an election in 20 years. Runniagainst an incumbent governor.
Margaret Chase Smith was at the top of the tidkesenhower had just won two

years ago.

Well, anyhow, at some point Ed-- We hatiawe our decision made on candidates
by, I think, mid-April-- somewhere around that.

It had to be 60 days before the primaryjalhwvas in mid-June. So that would be
mid-April we had to have candidates. And they lwaldave X number of signatures
on their papers to be on the ticket.

As | remember it, Ed at last accepted and that he would be governor. Then we
got-- Jim Oliver, of course, was already in the--

We got Paul Fullam.
For Senate.
Yeah. It was important to get him second.

Mmmm hmmm. Well, you got him, but then ytost him. And so this is the story |
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want to tell because we had Jim Oliver for thetHistrict and Tom Delahanty, a
fine candidate, for the Second District. And themtColbath-- Well, we had trouble
filling that spot. But we finally felt well, at lshhe's honest and a good businessman.
And he proved to be a great guy.

A helluva campaigner!

But before that Ed is right that the secepdt was very important, and it was the
splendid history professor in Colby, Paul FullamdAe spoke--could speak--very
well. A handsome man. But then it developed thdtddea heart problem. And so he
withdrew. And | can remember being down in Lewistonsay, the Thursday before
the Monday when papers had to be filed. And | washe phone calling people--
Calling a grocer in Gorham and calling various peofp/Vould you please run for
the Senate." This is against Senator Margaret Smitlo was, of course, at the
height of her popularity. And so | spent all afeon trying to call people. And our
only criterion was at this point just somebody w¥as honest. [Laughter] But then
Ed called me late in the afternoon and sent worgstd?aul has agreed to run. And
we just let the word out, and the papers were\al the state. And he got more
signatures than he needed in just a couple of days.

| think it was about the Thursday before tlonday on which the papers had to be
in

But then Paul Fullam later told the stofyuhat changed his mind because he did
have a heart problem and within a year he had di#dy putting on a terrific
campaign. But he was walking near his home in Sigkaine, with his little son,
Conway. And Conway looked up at the sky to seaitjiet plane to Boston and said:
"Is that the plane that's carrying the bomb?" AadIFFullam, you know, was really
shaken by his son's attitude of hopelessness. Amgtided then come hell or high
water he was going to run. And he did a beautibl He didn't win, but he cut
down--

He added a lot to the tone of the campaign.was rather an-- His oratory was
reminiscent of Stevenson's.

He was the only person | ever heard whold@ome in and talk to rank-and-file
Democrats about Aristotle and get them excitedufllaer]

And he would also talk about campaigningg'dHspeak a great deal about
Afghanistan.

Afghanistan in 19527
Yeah. And we slower types would say: "Wiratarth is he talking about--that?" Of

course, in retrospect, he had put his finger oarg important part of the world and
things that were being done even then. Fateful.
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Yeah, he died that autumn, | think, aftbe telection, didn't he? No, no! | was
governor. | had become governor. So it was abgeia after the election.

It was late in the winter because it wastjabout time for the decision about the
1956 campaign. And Paul had been talking aboutlplggsinning for Congress in
'56. And he died. | think it was in November, Detem .

That was a real loss. But he certainly plda role in '54. And Ken Colbath was
great. Well, the whole ticket, you know. Ken Colbatouldn't have won unless we
took that whole ticket together. Fullam wouldn¥@aDelahanty wouldn't have. Jim
Oliver, of course, was already a candidate. Bunhthe got enough write-in
candidates for the legislature in the primary #xeh majority if they'd all won. So
that that was a significant-- And the campaigntsththen. | mean, the Republicans--
| guess we ought to get this in the record--the uRipans, the pro-McCarthy
Republicans, had to take up a candidate to runnagdilargaret Smith in the
Republican primary.

Right.

His name was Bob Jones.

That's right.

Bob Jones.

You went to Bates with him.

Yes, he was a fellow Bates man.

Young, good-looking guy who'd been smitlsrthe McCarthy charisma, whatever it
was. Which hasn't improved in the years since. flbaéer] The media, of course,
looked on that race as the race of the year, yaawkrwWhich suddenly just
disappeared in June when Margaret overwhelmedtlyisAnd then the focus was
on us. | mean, we had these months from April toeJto establish our own
campaign approach, and we'd been going from tithen to little town and making
use of that time without any contest in the pawviithin the party, to start the
momentum for the fall. And it worked very well.

__ the Republican Party to vote .

Oh, is that right?

Well, what do you--? Now, in '54, of courg®u won the governorship. But none of
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the other four candidates won for either Senata@three Congressional districts.
How do you account for that? | mean, why were®@tDlemocrats able to pick up at
least one Congressional seat?

Well, of course you've got a-- You just &dagnck this up in this conversation, but the
fact is that the obvious target was the governat écause he's been proven in
court but because he had a certain ineptness abownd__ .

Well, | suppose so, but | mean you werartyethe, you know, the best campaigner.
Thatis, you were the one on whom the lightning-hd appropriately so--and a lot
of it was personal. That is, it was not a partyghso much as it later became. That
is, as the party began to get credibility, that mase and more important. But at that
point, | think it was Ed Muskie and people who wbtlA lot of Republicans-- We
had to have a lot of Republicans. And we had peopteing out of the closet and
saying: "We're Republicans for Muskie!" And at atam point--1 don't know when

it happened--but long before | felt-- | guess | erexeally felt we had a chance to
win, and that was a surprise to me when we diditBuasn't a surprise to you. You
had gotten some feel as you went around the state But Paul Fullam did well.
He cut Margaret's majority of 90,000 to about 50ess.

Well, this was true across the board. Oecgbn eve, when we were getting the
returns--1 don't know what the practice now is luseathe reporting, | guess, is a
little different--but in those days the first towtise first precincts, to report were the
tiny little towns that were mostly Republican, authe boondocks, you know, and
way up north in Aroostook County and elsewhere alVkenew what they were, and
so we would all get up to watch what came in froose towns. And immediately, in
those little towns, you know, where there weremt@emocratic votes the previous
times, there were four or five. Up where, you kntive,number of Democratic votes
doubled. So by ten o'clock, even though the statevatal didn't indicate victory, we
knew the damned thing was coming. And | don't kndvierget how many counties
we carried. | think we carried all but Hancock atidldo?

| don't know.

And Lincoln.

And Lincoln. I think three out of sixteeWell, that was quite an achievement. So it
was personal. And well, also | was the most visibdedone-- You saw that column
from two years earlier. And | had been OPS Directonducted a program there that

made my name rise up.

Well, as OPS I think it's true that youkig did one thing for you that nothing else
had done and that got you all over the state.

Yeah, it really did. There were so many #rhasinessmen that appreciated the fact
that we were not enforcement minded. We were canpé minded. So we sent
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teams of people around the state to help them theetporting requirements and
the record-keeping requirements. And we handled eFicthose cases as an
individual case. It did an awful lot of good. Thevere people in, you know, across
the river up in Aroostook County and in--

Saint John's.

Saint John's Valley where it was like aitriphant parade when | walked along Main
Street in those towns up there because they remrethimee from OPS. They
appreciated it. And | always liked the county anywa | always liked going up
there. So | knew an awful lot of people from thed&ad that helped because they
spread the word, those people, you know. That's.dauantage of running for office
in Maine anyway. It's a state where word-of-mouwthatising is terribly important.
And if you've gotten to know people and they likeuy | tell you, it's really
something when you've got them. And for some readfell, | had never run for
public office, really. | mean, running for the lslgiture was not nearly the same.

When did you--? Can you remember when ysiifelt that things were going well
in the campaign in '547?
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All right, this is Tape No. 2. We were talrabout the 1954 campaign, and--

When did it take off?

Well, of course, there were a number ofetaff points. One was--we've already
discussed--and that is putting the ticket togetAed overcoming the problem of
Paul Fullam. I mean, that was a helluva lift to because | think I'd already
announced for governor on the assumption that FrulNas going to be on the ticket
and the others. When he called me--1 think he datte to tell me he'd decided he
really shouldn't do it--that was quite a blow. Se ewercame that, and you know,
everything seemed to be going right. The conventiad gone well. The pre-
convention activity had gone well. We'd gottendhiention of the media. There was
good spirit, good feeling in the party; you coutthse it all over the state. We'd even-
-Frank had--managed to bring out of their hibeorata lot of the old-time
Democratic leaders of the party who had given upa long time ago. There was
the president of Bowdoin College--President SKlerineth C.M.]--who had been a
candidate once himself, I think.

Yes. Wasn't it the Senate in 19--?
Yes, President Sills was a candidate intdens.

| remember when Frank managed to get--Itdarow--maybe a couple of dozen of
these people together, and we had a big pictutreipress on the front page of these
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old--
Leonard Pierce, Helen Donahue, Walter Damwlip Clifford.

Henry Benoit. | mean, the names had, yoovkrborought respect from Republicans.
And so we had become respectable, you see. Andditi@n to that we'd gotten
some light. And it was just fun to be part of imd\then we had our own private
campaign going because of the Smith-Jones cordexsj gn in the other party. And
the Governor had helped us very much when he wasladout his opposition and
he said: "Well, Muskie isn't the strongest candidaey might have picked, but you
know...." [Chuckling] That helped me. It was thesfiof the ineptitudes of which he
was so-- [Laughter] A lot of things were going rigReally, when | really began to
feel that | might become the stump speaker, itupgais Rangeley. | don't know what
the hell I was doing up in Rangeley, but we wermganto as many rural areas as
we could. And | was interested, of course, in thieservation issues and the fishing.
And Rangeley was a place where my father useck&ortee when | was a boy, so |
knew the Rangeley area. So we went up, and thepenad to be a couple of active
Democrats. What was his name? One was the ownéreojrocery store there.
Anyway, there was a handful of them.

| know, Bob Something.

But anyway, they put together a rally. tdet where it was held. It was in Rangeley
Village as | remember--maybe one of the hotels. Pgaknt the afternoon talking to
some of these old-timers about conservation, aBauigeley, about fishing and
about the problems in these areas. And Rangeleytade a helluva summer resort
for out-of-staters. So we went and did a lot ofiresting about that. So that night
when | got up to speak, | really didn't know wha tell | was talking about, and |
don't remember now what | talked about. But afiéw is that | caught fire for some
goddamned reason. And, you know, | forgot aboudl speeches and all that . |
had something | wanted to talk about, and it jlesvéd. And it had apparently an
igniting effect, you know. The crowd got very ergiastic. And | began to like it and
enjoy it.

And so | acquired, | think, the beginnings of a paign style that night and that |
embellished as the campaign went along. And it avaazing the crowds that we
drew from then on. The spark began to spread, angdle got excited, and we got
these editorials in these small-town papers. Aod,know, from that time on-- And
then you ran into it on the street, you know. Arrdrhember one very astonishing
development. We haven't mentioned television,davision, in my judgment, was a
much bigger factor in the results in '54 than tleglia had ever credited to television.
| think it may well have been the thing that tippkd scale. Because it came at the
right time, and we'd never had television of amydkin this state--

That was the first election in the statetwielevision. And immediately after the
primaries, we put on a half-hour show. It all hadbé live in those days.
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Oh, really!

They didn't have videotapes. You could dm$, but that was very difficult and not
very good quality. So we set up a program--a hatfrlprogram--and had all of the
candidates on. And we repeated it in Bangor.

Now who set this up, Don? Was this set ughey WLAM or network or--?

It was set up by the state committee wHmdight the time. And we designed the
program and scripted it. And we had Ed and PaubaRubnd Jim Oliver and Tom
Delahanty and Ken Colbath on. And Frank moderatedotogram. And then we
had-- The wives were there. And we interviewecctiredidates. | think we could tell
a story about that. | don't know whether I'll iebr-- [Laughter] Well, listen, this is
pertinent. We went out to [Henry] Henri Benoit'sete mentioned Henri Benoit.
He was the son of the founder of Benoits. He live@ape Elizabeth. And we went
out there to prepare for the program. And everybgaihered and decided on the
format. This was on the afternoon of the programd e approximate time each
candidate would have.

These were all ad lib speeches.

All ad lib speeches. And Frank and | wefftto prepare the opening and the other
parts of it. And then Frank was typing away whathad to say. And Henry was
always the impeccable host and was pouring driokpéople. And Frank did not
note that his glass of whiskey sitting there kegitigg refilled. [Laughter] He would
take a sip, and he'd come back and . Frank thought he was just consuming the
one glass.

Getting more and more brilliant as they.gagughter]

By the time we got to the television studirank’'s speech was a mite thick. And |
can remember being in the control room and watcthiisgand seeing Frank come on
and saying [slurred]: "Good evening, ladies andtllgaren. My name is Frank--"
[Laughter]

Oh, now, now! No! No! He's exaggeratingtie bit. [Laughter]

I don't think anybody was aware of it extepe.

And anyhow, we had a good program. And tlaenl remember it, wasn't it right
after that that our Republican opposition showethwihe governor and Fred

Scribner and--

This must have occurred what time duringybkar? The election was in September,
right? So this was when?



COFFIN:

BEAM:

COFFIN:

NICOLL:

COFFIN:

BEAM:

LEE:

BEAM:

COFFIN:

MUSKIE:

NICOLL:

MUSKIE:

Well, 1 would think it would be in June.
Was it in June?
Was it really that early?

Oh, yes. | think it was the Sunday afterndollowing the primary. We had arranged
before the primary that we would put it on.

Anyhow, it's the visual contrast | thougbds important because our people all, |
think, spoke very well and were eager. And our oygms just looked sort of dead
and passive and not very lively. | think-- In otlmards, television aided our people.
You also have to bear in mind that this was so/eathe days of television that our
TV budget was about $2,000. But we could buy 15uteis of prime time for $100
and a $15 newspaper ad on top of it. So we prolsdapt more than $2,000 but not
much.

And this was which--? This particular showssaired when?
Seven o'clock.
Seven o'clock?

Early evening. That's another thing. Palitns today would never think of trying--
even if they could afford it--of buying time fronegen to seven-fifteen or a little
longer, seven-thirty. But it was so new in thosgsdhat people were interested and
they would listen.

Well, the stations won't sell that kindtohe to you today. You can't buy 15 minutes
like that because-- You can buy 30-second spotktleat's about it. But | remember,
talking about the impact of the camera, first tiwewent on television in Bangor.

And | think that station's on the top of a mountain

Yes, it's outside of town.

And the next day | went through the papdfimBrewer. That's it--the paper mill in

Brewer? And | tell you | was astonished at the gattoon. That one--that was the
first one, | think, in that part of the state. Inttdknow, | think we had this one over
here earlier. But there couldn't have been mamyisbn sets in Maine. But every
one was watched by a helluva lot of people. [ChugklReally. It was the most

astonishing impact I've ever felt. Well, | gues® felt more than that in the 1970
pre-election day speech. That was a national aodidBut that was an astonishing
experience to have that many people that I'd reaem before-- And you know what
a paper mill is like. You've never been throughapgr mill? You ought to go

through it as a candidate sometime. It's quitex@eence to get people to notice
you. But to notice you in the way they did our calates that day in that mill was a
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real eye-opener for me. | would have spent the &shatiget on television after that

one experience. And that was just a helluva Iqiexfple that saw a live Democrat

for the first time in their lives, you know, in theampaign. Fortunately, the exposure
was favorable. Or at least we thought it was. Amndarked, | think.

We started with candidates who were verjura and responsive-- And people in
Maine were so used to thinking of Democrats as stungelse. Suddenly they were
seeing young people who were interested in them aodcerned. Very
straightforward. And in that opening show we dididndhe wives there. We had
arranged that the closing of the program would tiagevives come on the set and
would greet some of those. So the last scene tw@ile saw as the credits rolled
were the candidates and their wives talking vefgrmally and easily. So you
suddenly had in the living-rooms, attractive to @d many, people who were
seeking office. And Ed was superb. I've often miadvet your skill and timing.
because we never knew, when we had the joint pnograow we were going to
come out at the end--precisely? Because you had ®liver who might go on a
little too long. Or a Ken Colbath who was very rarg and might stop two minutes
short of his time. And Ed had this impeccable sesfsi@ming in television, and
would end it right on the line.

Now whose idea was this for this show? Betwadnat you and Frank and--

Hard to say who, but we sort of coordinatethe state committee did the
coordination and the fund raising. But then thedidates themselves would be-- It
wasn't as if we gave orders to them or they toNeswould-- On important things

we'd consult.

Well, the reason | asked is because telewi$ias turned out to have such a major
impact on political campaigning that-- And in 19kds such an innovation. | was
just curious to know, you know, who really perceitbe impact of this?

It was not professionally structured at. dllmean, in addition to these major
candidates that we've been talking about all aftemrhere, we tried to bring in local

candidates to anticipate and get some benefit fin@se television programs. And we
had to do this in a half hour at the most--someditass than that. But they'd all been
campaigning, and they had little messages. Anditithave to be professional. You

didn't need interpreters, you know.

| think this is television but without theces of television today. That is, it wasn't a
sound bite. It wasn't something that was highhgpaonmed and with an advertising
specialist going over the 30 seconds. It was categisaying their own words and
often-times impromptu, as Ed has said, for quiper@od of time, you know. It was
not-- Fifteen minutes even, if not longer, so youldn't fake it. And they did have a
chance to see what that candidate was like.

And probably the fact that it was new maddook better than we were. [Chuckling]
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Yeah.

You know. | mean, my friend Joe, he carkfdte that? [Laughter] And actually it
was pretty amateurish if you looked at it-- It vedifective as hell, | can tell you that.
It was effective as hell.

Now you did it in Bangor. And | presume-- Nadid you in Portland as well?
Portland and Bangor were the only placescaeld go on.

And on the night before Election Day, yoadto do them both. So what we did, we
did the Portland one about six o'clock, and wendithave a Maine Turnpike at that

point. [Chuckling] Then we had to get to Bangottat top of a mountain by eleven

o'clock.

And it was a stormy night.

And it was a stormy night. And in orderget there in time for eleven o'clock,the
eastern part of the state, it was quite an adventur

The elements favored us, too, because tbtharend of the campaign in September-
-just a few days before the election--we had pmetigh run out of things to say, and
happily a hurricane came along. So we holed uphiotel room in Portland and just
waited the storm out. And the next day the govehedped us out by going up to
Washington County and telling the people theregheas nothing that they needed
to be bothered about if they'd only get some "geand get" and resolve to work
hard and overcome the storm. It was wholly up &rth

And in the middle of it we heard about th&ctory Chimes" problem. [Laughter]

Now when you went into the '54 campaign, gl have sort of an overall strategy
as to how--I mean, what groups you were targetergaps? Or how you were going
to conduct the campaign?

Yes, | think we did. Although | don't thimke ever said this is our overall strategy.
But we had done the thinking on the platform; wewrwhat the issues were. We
knew we had to attract, of course, all of the Derats; a great many of the
independent votes, but a great many--or at leastcant number of--Republican
votes. So this was-- And we also wanted to do bettthe rural areas than we had
ever done before. The basic theme, | think: Itfsetfor a change and two-party
government. Which was not the kind of sophistica@upaign that you might have
these days. It was probably not so partisan bedhaswas the theme. So it may not
be a fair test of politics as played in a veryigari___. [Sound of an airplane right
overhead]
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The nerve! He's out in the yard. Do yownththat's him? [Laughter]
Some kind of noise, anyway.

So the combination of that--that set theetdNVe were not out to offend people or be
excessively partisan. And we would show that Derscwere real people and
attractive people that could be relied on.

Well, what sort of issues did you home in on?

Well, | would say economic issues . "Two-party government” embraces
everything. But primarily, of course, the state Wwasind the times economically;
had been for a long time. During some of my amabauwesearch | found that the
seven most Republican counties in the state hagdgailation from 1900. And the
population of each of these counties was lessithd800, and you can cover any
goddamned issue on earth under that rubric. Angl rigmally hit home in these
counties. Number 1, they're small--the populat®ismall--and old. All of these
families--a large percentage of them--are famiisse children have gone away,
and not stayed because there was no opportunityl éan remember making that--I
really honed that speech, you know. You had togtouhe , you know, where
that bridge is before you go into the middle p&toan. Every time we had a rally
like that in one of those little towns, that's gmeech | gave. Christ! You could
almost see tears coming down their cheeks as igtepéd to this. Remember up in
Houlton? Remember that? There were two towns wlileeeRepublicans had
learned--they'd gone to the Probate Court in SBatls, Maine--and had learned that
my father was an immigrant, that his name usecetMhbrciszewski. That he had
changed the name for the benefit of his kids. Tlaayned all that, didn't quite dare
to use it, didn't quite dare to use it in the wiagtttheir instincts prompted them to
use it. But in any case there were two countieg-twns--Houlton and what's the
one north of Pittsfield?

Dover-Foxcroft or--?
No, no. On the turnpike.
Oh, Newport.

Newport. Where the local minister did u$est did campaign. Two rock-bound
Republican towns, and both went Democratic in thkction. Never went
Democratic again unless they did last timparticularly good time. But this is what
made two-party government possible in this stales & why people didn't go out
and vote. In 1954 the total vote cast was 240,008 last time | ran, in 1976--1 don't
remember more recent figures--it was over halflaoni Now the population of the
state hasn't grown that much. Between those twasdhaese people had learned that
turning out to vote could make a difference. Angiytisould vote for anybody they
wanted to, and they would make a difference. Thihaw Jim Longley, the
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Independent candidate for governor, became govelBeaause people knew it was
their vote that could make a difference. So that messelgeh we began to sell in
'54, has been a growing message and had a grawpagt ever since. | think Maine
is about as independent a state politically ascgmufind in this country. Because it's
small enough so that they communicate easily, shaye information easily, share
points of view easily, and communication is easy.fot that expensive--although
by many standards damned expensive compared td @Bdckling] But in any
case, once you've got a theme that hit peoplet-t §icst up in Rangeley. There's a
nice sense-- There was a lot of emotion tied upese Maine issues. We call them
economic issues, we call them education issuess-céo call them any damned--
Anything that has to do with the kinds of serviteat people ought to expect from
their government. And they know what you're talkaigput.

| mean, this state has done a helluva job sinceas governor in improving
secondary education by changing the system toaosclistrict system. There were
high schools in Maine when | was governor whereothgulation of the high school
wasn't big enough to have a senior class graduatiagy year. There were schools
with only a single or, you know, one or two gradagin a year. And they were all
chopped up into little communities, little villagdittle towns. The idea of a regional
approach to problems hadn't been thought of, hadeh used. So since that time
there have been a lot of important reforms in theegnment of Maine communities.
The town where | was born--graduated from Stevagh Bchool. It was one of the--
what would you say? 18--largest high schools in stete when | went there
probably. Well, then they had economic difficultigsthere. And it's a town adjacent
to Mexico--Mexico and Rumford are twin towns youneall them. And they'd had
to close Mexico High School and combine Mexico Raehford High Schools into a
single high school, using the Rumford school, beeaaf the economic situation.
Largely a merging out of a paper mill strike wittthre last ten years really did
terrific damage. Now it's a single high school. Yamow what it's called, Don?

No.

Mountain Valley.

[Chuckling] Is that right!

Mountain Valley High School. There's no gmr a Stevens High School.

Isn't that something....

There's no longer a Mexico High School, thgre's a Mountain Valley High School,
and they're turning out good athletic teams. THegex up the old Stephens High

School. It was actually boarded up.

Is that right!
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It's actually boarded up.
Where's the Muskie Auditorium? In MountainIg?

It's in the Mountain Valley High School. &n kept the name of the auditorium.
Great auditorium! It holds about 2,000 people. Amely have a lot of events other
than high school events there that attract crowt@sprobably been a good thing
from that point of view. But the state has beconuff@rent state in that respect.
And people are . Well, Maine people are known to be independemtd®d and
down-to-earth and all that. But | think they've tw@ even more so than in the years
of the past.

Did anybody raise the issue of your beinghGht in that first election?

No. But that they combined, of course. Wellemember the lead paragraph in the
story the next morning. The first Democrat in 2@nge The first son of a Democrat.
The first Catholic ever. They had all the firstl ,tlhose unattractive firsts, in that
opening paragraph in one sentence. [Chuckling] $oahetold me the next day that,
you know, if the election were held tomorrow, yodo'se. [Laughter] That's right. I'd
forgotten that. Oh, we've had-- Well, we did hav@adholic governor before.

He was appointed.
Cavanaugh. Yeah. But | guess he didn't gatzsis Catholicism very much.
But nobody in the opposition tried to raig@ i

No, except in Newport and Houlton. We ha@atholic priest up in Houlton. | ran
into him recently. And he'd give us the poop on tatha opposition was saying.
[Chuckling] The night we had that big rally up teen Houlton, he walked around
the streets in the town and the front porches to find out how many people were
listening. And he came up with a count of just uraléhousand. But if you looked
out, you know--we were speaking on a lawn somewhéy@u looked out around
you, you didn't see anybody. | mean, people dmrade [Laughter] their prejudices
and biases that way in Houlton.

| remember in '60 when Kennedy was runnamgl | was running for governor.
Oh, you really got called .

| was on the street in Lisbon Falls, and ghriest came by, and of course my
background is Baptist. But the priest --everybodws thinking that | was also an
Irish Catholic. And so the priest says [mimickinigrague]: "Ah, Mr. Coffin, you're

doing a fine job. And don't let them know you'r€atholic.” [Laughter]

You know he cost me-- Kennedy in Maine ltastainly cost Frank . Well,
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although the way | guess his life turned out | gues.
Not complaining. [Chuckling]

But we were all heartbroken, of course, mat. But that's what killed Kennedy in
Maine. And it left me alone. We didn't have a casgman that you could count here
or anybody else. | think we lost control over tbgislature that year. That was the
low point after '54, | think, in terms of electioasults. Now | don't know how to
predict the future.

Now how much did the '54 campaign cost? Boikrall and for Muskie's race?

Well, we have a figure, and probably ite tow. It may be somewhat in excess of
that, but by at least our accounts, $18,000 for--

For the five races.
Is that right?! That's astonishing! | meamgumared to today, even with inflation.

Yes. | suspect that the maximum if you figwout what may have been spent by
some of the Republicans, Muskie and a few others

Even if you added for inflation in, it'séonceivable that anywhere in this country
you could elect a governor, you know, let alonedtier four.

Yeah.

But that brings up another thing about #teategy of the campaign. It was to be a
unified campaign of all five candidates. | meargitrschedules were planned
together. The radio programs, that we're goingltoabout. Three weeks before the
election, we ran three programs a day, five ming@sh, on most of the radio
stations in the state. Morning--early morning--betw 7 and 8, mid-day between 12
and 1, and evening between 5 and 7. And the catedidacorded 15 shows, five
directed at the morning audience, five at the naod, five at the evening. And we
had three candidates in each district--Congressat8eand Governor. And they
rotated who would speak. And that was always aiethitampaign for all of the
candidates.

We didn't waste any money. [Laughter] Andhiper stickers we bought a thousand
at a time, as | remember. That's all we could dff@&ut we made sure that every
goddamned one of them ended up on a car that wéiseormad a lot; the driver
committed himself to keep the bumper sticker ondhe They really made an
impact.

There was only one candidate who did bettan us in bumper stickers, and his
name was Ausable Chasm. [Laughter]
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How do you spell that, Frank? [Laughter] Weesa local candidate?
No, no, that's a place in New York.

Oh, oh! | see. Okay. All right. [Laughter]

That little joke was used a lot.

Okay. Now where did most of the money con@if Was it just small nickel-and-
dime donations? Did you have any big contributors?

Well, no. Nothing big.

The whole thing wasn't big. | mean, if oman gave $18,000 that wasn't big. No,
they were small. We got--Well, one way we raisechayowe contributed money to
the national campaign on condition they returntiomey to us. | mean, we wanted
to have a credit with the national campaign, butia't have any money to waste
or to spend on it. Isn't that the trick we pulledtbat one?

| think so. And we're talking, like, thabwuld be about a, $2,000 or something. Labor
would give us $2,000. But most of the rest of isilmm people around the state. A
hundred dollars would be a big contribution heeeBal people would give $500.
But most of it was nickel and dime.

And the money was collected throughoutthenpaign. We didn't have a lot of .
As | remember, the treasurer of the state committee.

This was before we had the full-time seegiof such geniuses as Shep Lee who's
done much better jobs since then. [Laughter in gamknd]

Were you active in the '54 campaign, Shep?

Not really. | really didn't get involved imgreal way until Frank ran for Congress in
'56. In '56 | had volunteered a little. And then watched and went to meetings and
stuff like that. But | remember the first fund-raisve had for $100. I'll never forget
arguing with you and Don, saying: Who the hell'sngao pay $100 to come to
fund-raiser___. And it was a great success! [Chuckling] when it comes to $100

This was a what--a fund-raising dinner?
Like one of these--a fund-raising dinner Eat

Well, we've certainly become a very effgetfund-raiser organization as the years
have passed. The beginnings were very modestt Bt ihe job. | think in 1940--1
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mean these figures are going to be very-- My cagmp&r governor cost about
$40,000. Wouldn't that be it, somewhere in there?

'Fifty-six.
'Fifty-six, rather.
Yeah, that's about right.

And in 1958 the Senate campaign may hav&100,000. | mean, what happens in
politics, | mean you spend the money that youAyedl, of course, by the time | was

a senator, running for reelection as a senatorkyow, you could raise almost as
much money as you didn't want.

The one thing we wouldn't borrow. The mibstt we'd do-- | remember with great
affection George Mitchell's brother-in-law, Edditkis, a printer. And he gave us
credit so we would run up quite a bill on printingt eventually pay it.

No, we never ended up a campaign in debfhe most expensive one that | ran was
'76; | think it was $350,000. | didn't need to spémat much.

One time after the '54 campaign when wedhdwe were through, we weren't quite
through because after the election Paul Fullambembme, | think justifiably,
aggravated by a last-minute speech by Senator $mithich she criticized some of
the things he said--unjustly--so he thought. Atidrik he was right. So he wanted to
have his time. Not equal time because the statnddn't give him that. But we
financed--we made it possible--for him to have JButes to respond.

How important was organized labor in termgotir support, both in money and in
terms of leg work?

The money was not a great deal of monew Kfww, the total might be a couple of
thousand dollars, something like that. Becauseidrétdhave that much more. It was
a sizeable contribution, but only that size. Inamigation, it was never quite so-- |
think we had the vote of labor, but not becaudeadership cracking the whip.

It was a mixed bag. The state AFL-CIO pdesit Ben Dorsky was a Republican.
And some of the building trades were Republicand Agally right through the
textile workers____ and the Teamsters. They gave some help and tegrafer-
workers. But the state AFL-CIO was not a force #mat had cozied up to the
Republicans for so long that, you know, they wese n .

That's true. The fact that Ben Dorsky wa&aublican sort of was evidence of the
extent to which this had been a one-party state.

| remember making a speech--this was dftergovernor--and I think | got myselfin
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trouble with Ed and you, Frank. | went up to Madaka . It was the first time |
met Emilien Levesque, president of the local __at the earlier speeches and
stressed the importance of labor moving from thatfmm of playing both sides of
the street and waiting for crumbs off the tablenfrihe Republicans. [Chuckling]
Dorsky was absolutely livid at the time. [Laughter]

Oh, that reminds me of--1 guess it washiat t54 campaign the cropped picture?
Oh, yes!

Tell Chris about that.

Was that in the Boston Heré&ld

Yes.

| had read it was the '56 campaign--the ragubelection campaign.

That's right. That's right.

| think it was '56. Each campaign, you kndiae Republicans found . My favorite
one really wasn't that one. My favorite one wasdhe inn which we--and | guess
this was '54 or '56--1 ran into this Republicarastgy up in Rockland. The radio
station there was--I don't know how the owner wegistered, but he was very
friendly and very favorable at the beginning of & campaign, you know, about
June or thereabouts. I'd gone up to Rockland teraapeech--I forget what it was--
but in any case, he said, "Governor," he saide'tjot something that you'd be very
interested to hear," he said. "l just got the whadenpaign ready to be taped-- (I
guess he was going to use a tape) radio tapetidoRepublican campaign, the
gubernatorial race.” He said, "l just received thamd | went through them and
refused to run them." | said, "Have you sent thacklyet?" He said, "No." | said,
"Well, could | come up and listen?" So he playeziithole goddamned outfit. You
know, what they had planned to run for the nexesaivmonths. And it was all
attacking me, tax and spend and all that amateii; $bu know. So after he got
through with them, | said, "Could | copy them?" Anel said, "Sure.” So then we
bought 15 minutes of time on television and gotaainine to play these tapes from
beginning to end, [Chuckling] one at a time. Arikan the 15 minutes by saying:
"Look, in every campaign there's a place to eduitegg@ublic about the issues and
talk about the politics and all of that. But théghe sort of thing that the other side is
going to do. And | thought you'd like to hear &b | ran the whole goddamned
thing. [Chuckling] The year's product.

How long did it take to run the 15 minutes?

__. Unless the last reel went over. [Laughter] Arjdsit sat there listening with
everybody else.
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| had forgotten that.

That was a good one. Yeah, the croppedupgcthing. This involved an instance
when | was governor. What was it, a strike ovdrewiston?

Yes.

What were they?

| guess it had to be '56 because it was--
Textile workers.

Governor with Labor standing beside himale

Well, they had done the strike, and | hatel my best to offer my services to try to
resolve the issues and end the strike. And soigfdight of that initiative on my
part was a picture--a front-page picture--in atha Maine papers which showed me
in the middle and a representative of--Denny Blagtually, Denny Blais of labor
and Louis Laun of Bates Manufacturing. And so iatttampaign it had to be the
governorship. It doesn't matter; the effect wasstnme. But in any case, when we
got to the campaign-- Was it the Boston HePald

Yes.

The Boston Heraldan this cropped picture leaving Laun out of #imsl the picture
just with me and Blais. And Blais looked awfullyigr you know, and intimidating.
[Chuckling] So they it and__the Boston Heraldan it as a front-page editorial--
headline--you know, implying that | was in labgrtscket. Well, my answer to that
was to run the original picture in a similar fashibbought the time, ran the picture,
described where it had taken place and how theg ta portray it. And | think that
had even greater effect than the other one thave fust described.

Sure.

Really, by today's mucking business, it wasinnocent, really, you look back.
[Laughter] Now it's hostages in Iran.

. [Chuckling]
Then, of course, in the Senate campaigretiaas the vicuna coats.
Yes, and Bernard Goldfine.

And Bernard Goldfine, right.
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Let me change the side here. Okay. You saoth&d Nixon played a role in the '54
campaign?

Well, he appeared.
He appeared. [Chuckling]
And was he effective or did he make--?

| don't think he was. | mean, | answeremhhand | said this is our election; it had
nothing to do with him. We don't need him to coméére. And | don't know what
words | used, but he . | said to him Maine people were their own thirkerjust
pointed it out__ the presidential campaign or the vice-presidectatpaign or the
campaign for Maine public offices. And it workedeW | don't know how much of
an impact he made. | don't think he made any at all

Now in '54 what was the attitude of the stpéper--the state newspapers--say, like
the Morning Sentinelthe Lewiston Surthe Press Heraldhe Bangor Daily News
towards--well, actually all the Democratic candefatthe Democratic campaign?

| thought that the Portland papers, begignvith the platform at the time, they gave
us a lot of space. And | think they felt that pobtwas getting more interesting. And
they were fair. This doesn't refer to whether theglorsed somebody or not. But on
the whole they covered everything we did. They woopiint our speeches, our
releases.

Mmmm hmmm. What about the other papers?

Oh, I think the Lewiston papers did the sainng. And | don't know-- Bangor, |
guess, was always a tougher nut.

It was always the worst, yeah. It has sod a bit over the years from time to time. |
think actually they're a very good paper, everoweting politics. | mean, they're not
always fair--

No. Well, their news is good. | mean, their

But they're a lot keener on the whole nowtoying to put balanced coverage than
they ever were in those days.

Did | ever tell you guys how they happenedndorse me in 19707
No.

Really? | haven't--I guess maybe | havehdred that. But we were-- It was 1970



because that's when | was running, and Neal Biglaspmy opponent at that time.
Anyway, we went up to Razor Crossman's farm eariyhe campaign. You know
where that is?

COFFIN: Corinna or--?

MUSKIE: Up there somewhere. And | went up, and, kaow, he always has a good party
when he has it. So when | got there, |, of counsiaegled and met everybody and
looked around. | didn't see a goddamned reporten fihe Bangor Newshat |
recognized. So | decided, you know, to make an-Batigor Newsspeech.
[Chuckling] I had plenty of material to draw onrin@ver the years. And | really laid
it into them, you know? And | didn't have a writtgreech, | just ad libbed--had fun.
That's the way | looked at it. So anyway, | wentkb Washington, and in a few
days | got a letter from--

COFFIN: Warren?

MUSKIE: --Warren. And he enclosed the copy of anstout of--I think--the Boothbay
Reaqister is that--? Yeah. They had a reporter covering sipgech. And in that
column they'd covered it pretty goddamned fulljeass | could see. He enclosed it,
and he said, "I'm sending this along to ask youtldreor not it was accurate.
Because if it is," he said, "it creates problemsnie.” Well, | couldn't figure out
what kind of problems it could create. But anywhyyrote to him, and | said,
"Well," | said, "I did not have a text, and so Iimat sure. But as | read it, it looks
pretty accurate. It looks pretty much like whailds" And | said, "To give you some
of my motivation," | said, "l enclose a few edits from the Bangor Daily News
that | thought needed a reply.” Well, it wasn'tgpthey endorsed me. [Laughter]

COFFIN: What were the problems that this was cng&tiWas he saying that because he was
thinking of endorsing you, your attack gave himigeons? Or what?

MUSKIE: His problem was, | guess, that he was sdapressing his decision to endorse me,

that he had planned to endorse me. Which wouldné bbeen very hard with Neal
Bishop on the other side. [Chuckling] | mean, to ghat in perspective. But in any
case, | mean, we've always gotten along well palgorso apparently he had been
giving some thought to endorsing me and maybe wadltg the opportunity. He
suddenly sees this-- [Laughter] He gets hit witis thamned fish. [Laughter] |
always enjoyed that. And they've been kinder toewer since. | don't know. Of
course I'm not running for anything anymore. Anattvasn't the last-- | don't know
what they did the last time | ran. But they doetiyrgood job. | thought they treated
Brennan a little rough this year.

COFFIN: The weeklies. How did they--? Were theyt$pt you and against you? You know,
John Gould's Enterprisgould have been against, and--

MUSKIE: You mean in '54?
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Yeah.
Well you saw that--
Yes, | saw this. They said that the weekliere split.

Let's see, how did they split? | think thEvhich ones? Well, the Brunswick area--
the Brunswick paper--is not a weekly. It's a--

It's a daily now, but wasn't it a weekly batlen?
Maybe it was a bi-weekly then.

But they used to do well by us. The PatridWhat was it? The Commerciap in
Bangor?

The Bangor Commercialas the evening paper. And the Patritin trying to think.
Was that a short-lived one in Bangor? Or was that’a

| don't remember where that-- | said thetridd when | was thinking of the
Commercialearlier.

Of course the Ft. Fairfield Review
The Ft. Fairfield Review

What about the Rockland Courier Gazette

Would have been against.
That was for__.

| think less enthusiastically so, but-- Bwe didn't get a helluva lot from the
weeklies, | don't think.

Most support we got was attention spacesl, e political columnists, who were
intrigued with the Democrats, finding them a lot rmanteresting. But it was
Damborg [Peter Damborg, Gannett Newspapers], P@atkyard Penley, Lewiston
Daily Sun] and Lal Lemieux [Lionel A. “Lal” Lemieydtewiston Evening Journal]
were all paying attention to the Democrats.

Yeah, we got a lot of coverage. And essalytifair.

Oh, yeah.
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Essentially fair. That's all we ever askedanyway. | mean, people, after all, kind of
get suspicious if the press treats you too entktisaly. [Chuckling] You don't
realize that always, but that's true.

Neal Bishop had a--1 guess it was an orgaioneof Republicans for Muskie. Was it
a-- How important was that effort?

Well, | think-- He always thought that hexdh permanent possession of 33,000
Republican votes who always voted for him or whoédwe voted for. He thought
they were in his bag because that's roughly thebeuriat he got in the campaign
_when he ran against Cross.

That was '52, wasn't it?

| think it was '52. Cross was one of thendi@ates--Republican candidates--for
Governor. And who was that third one?

Roy Hussey.

second, in Augusta. There were tive¢ of them.
Roy Hussey, yeah.
Hussey--that's who it was. But he alwaygified that that 33,000 votes were blind
followers of Neal Bishop. And so when Frank-- No,my race, he decided to
support me. So he bought some radio time. | tHiakg what he did. | don't know if
he had some advertising time or not.

| think there were some newspaper ads.

Yeah. And in addition to that--whether itag/ his group or another group of
Republicans--they had a huge billboard in Newpatien

Well, that was Ike and Norris Friend. [Pleoringing in background; pause on tape.]
Okay. I'd like to wrap this up. It's gettimgar four o'clock, isn't it?

Yeah.

I'd like to bounce back to just a couple afegtions | had to ask. | was looking
through some correspondence that you had writteenwbu were in charge of the

main fund for Stevenson-Sparkman in 1952. Exachgtwas your position in that

campaign?

| was national committeeman.
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National committeeman.

I'd resigned as director of OPS, went auhte national convention, and was elected
national committee member in that campaign. Of seutheard Stevenson's
convention speech of that year. He was not atttiveg a candidate nor was he
interested in being a candidate so far as anybodwkBut in any case, he made an
enormous impression not only on the convention theitcountry. And we had no
way of raising money. | mean, we still had the 8ayter election, didn't we?

'Fifty-two we did, sure.

Yeah, sure we did. We still had a Septenddection so, you know, traditionally
there'd be no Maine campaign effort of any consecei¢o be involved in. That
wasn't true in the 'thirties when Roosevelt wasing, of course. But by 1952 and
thereafter, | don't think anybody turned their ham&eptember, or in.

No.

Am | getting my elections right here?
Yeah, | think__.

Yeah.

So, in any case, they did establish thev&tson-Sparkman Fund. And | was
running--for all practical purposes--I was runnivbatever campaign there was
being run in September for our state candidated.s&n agreed to try to raise some
money, largely by a mail campaign, out of my offic&Vashington or Waterville to
run a radio campaign speech. As | remember it,Aagad to raise something like
$5,000.

Simply nothing short of fantastic! [Chuaidj]

Yeah, and so we were able to carry eveey&tison speech. Well, | don't know that |
want to state it that broadly. But in any caseas an effective effort and did a lot of
good. He still lost the state, but he was widelyadd by people who voted against
him. That was the case throughout the country. f&dt it was an effort that was
worth making. | did have some fun with Brad Hutchiwho was the Republican
national committeeman at that time. What the hals w? Well, if my memory was
fresher,_  I'd tell you, but | can't remember enough of iteth you. But anyway, |
did that, and | sort of felt I'd earned my job asional committeeman.

Do you think it had any impact on--any folleswrough impact on--the 1954
campaign? | mean, were there contacts made? Hadotten any extra publicity
that might have built some momentum for '54?
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| wouldn't think so. | mean, it wasn't thatissive an event, but, you know--
How much time did you spend on it?

--it was done out of my law office, andddhone secretary. | forget where we got the
mailing list as a matter of fact, it must have b#enparty people largely.

| think that list was very important for .
Later?
For fund-raising. We used that a good bit.

Well, we did the best we can [could]. Andnust say that | remember being very
much impressed with the response that | got. It beayhat my association with it
produced some of the response, but | was primeeitiain that Stevenson had made
that kind of an impact in Maine as he had elsewhretlke country. | was thinking
about him the other day.

| was thinking of names like Molly DewsondaSumner Wells.

Yeah, that's right. Yeah, there were pediie that on the Maine coast, summer
visitors, people who had moved to Maine who hadcedreen summer visitors, that
sort of thing. It was an intellectual communitythink. But | think we got a lot of
response from, you know, the people who werelsiitl to the Democratic Party.
The people who supported us later in our own r@e$m sure it had some fall-out.
It was important in my judgment to keep the panttiv@ even in the campaigns
where we weren't more directly involved. That's wingn for Democratic national
committeeman. It wasn't a very important job then.

How much time did you spend on it as oppoegour law practice?

Oh, I'd have no way of knowing that. Welll you had to have was a man interested
in the message, and you didn't have to write thi¢ySlaurg Address every time you
wanted money. [Chuckling] All you'd have to do i¥-eu know.

Yes, because in those--you didn't havesaigent. No, we had no patronage.

We had nothing at all. And | certainly w&sgetting rich on my practice by that time.
But it was a labor of love that | found enjoyaléell, with my first, you know, after

| had quit as a bureaucrat, it was my first eféta free citizen. [Chuckling]

How much support did you get from the Demdicr&lational Committee in terms of
your effort in '52 and in '54?

Oh, you don't get support frothe Democratic National Committee; you give
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support tathe Democratic National Committee.

Oh, okay.

At least that was my story--experience.

Well, yes, | remember in the spring of Ved had Paul Butler come.

That's right. They helped in that campaign.

No, no. Steve Mitchell [Stephen Mitchell,eMocratic National Committee
ChairjJcame. We had a big reception for him at théalette Hotel. And then the
same day at the Bangor House.

Now what year was this?

'Fifty-four.

Now who's Steve Mitchell?

Steve--? The national chairman.

The national chair--

It cost us money?

Yeah, my money. And Don said, "Oh well, yaaun advance it, and we can pass the
hat later on." [Chuckling] Well, we did pass thd,Haut we didn't get much. So |
think that was the tiny sum that | bankrolled tlety on that day, you know, several
thousand | think it was.

Well, Steve Mitchell _?

Well, they were both very supportive.

Steve came in and was very supportive armbaraging, but about all he could offer
was moral support at that time. They didn't haweranoney. And then Paul Butler
and--and this is the beginning of a whole otherystbut Paul Butler was very
supportive during the ‘fifties. And they did a gredeal to build a national
organization, regional organization. Bill Dunfegr £xample, of New Hampshire,
became regional coordinator and we had very goalliagrelationships with them.
But in '54 about all we got was maybe a thousaridso

| tell you who did help us in '54, now thiathink of it. Some of the state

organizations; that is, | remember Dennis RobeftRlwode Island. They were
excited about what you were doing. And | think atee Massachusetts state
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committee. But, you know, small amounts of money,nevertheless for one state
could give money to another state is pretty unusual

There was not a lot of interest in Augudtaaughter]

Things change. Things change.

Now after the September '54 victory, you bathink about what you'd do when you
got into office. Did you have any kind of-- How dydu put together a staff and a
program from the time of the election until you e@naugurated?

Well, it doesn't take a lot to put togetl@esmall staff. [Chuckling] This is the staff.
Well, you know, all of a sudden he was thesgth the fact: My God! I've won!
Yeah, yeah.

But you did gather-- At the Blaine House weuld go up every night practically.
Tom Delahanty. You had Maurie Williams, a finan@apert, who had been in state
government. And he became a very key worker--irafakiin terms of putting dollar
figures on programs and--

He got rid of the bodies that were buriedother departments. [Chuckling]

And there was another state institutiort #asted at that time that was helpful. And
that was the hearings conducted by the-- What's cbmnmittee called? It's a
legislative committee. They conducted hearingshenbiudget.

In the fall . . ..

In the fall . . . it was a governor's conttee . ...l mean it was created by law to
assist the governor and his budget. It included what--two senators?

Not the Executive Council?
No, no. Nothing to do with the Executive @wil. Just two to three members of the
legislature. Two House members and one senatbreasember--vaguely. And of

course you had--

Weren't there two Legislative Research? | méaan remember the Legislative
Research.

___existed between the .

Maybe it was called the Budget Committe@uYknow, | don't know.
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I can remember rushing back from campaigostwith you so you could go to the
budget hearings.

Yeah. But they were very useful because tere created to assist the governor. |
wasn't the governor yet, but | was the governocteldnd so it became my first
opportunity to use the state bureaucracy to segvtarests. Because they all had
to testify before these three legislators and theeghor. The governor presided over
these hearings. So you had the whole state bueeguat your fingertips, and all you
had to do was figure out how to use it. And | fouwer the four years that | was
governor that the state bureaucracy responded/gresitively to me as governor.
Whether it was the personal feelings toward me loether it was a bureaucratic
responsibility that they accepted, they might Haked . . . ., | don't know. But they
would really dig into new ideas to the extent thaty had that inclination. So we got
a lot of benefit from that. Now, in terms of thdipoal slant we were looking for, we
had to do a lot of thinking of our own.

Tom Delahanty, Dick Dubord, Irving Isaacson
McMahon?
[Richard “Dick”] McMahon.

There was a guy from up around Newport whas interested in industrial
development. He never really produced much foruis b

Not Perry Furbush?

No, not Perry. Newport. Incidentally, we r§mt earlier to address Perry's
involvement in this very much. But we looked foe&$ wherever we could find
them. Of course during the campaign we had not loe@nposition of structure.

There's a lot of difference between a party platfand a legislative agenda.

This group would meet quite often at thaiBé House in the evening after you and
the establishment had had your hearings. And yotogether your message. And

was it then that you developed the concept of tipplemental budget and the basic
budget?

That's right. That's right.

And the basic budget was just the raw-bidrock stuff. And then the things that we
wanted to do that were extra would be in the suppléal.

Yeah, but we described it a little diffetgnthan that. Because what | was concerned
about, you know, | knew we had to have more mohmean, it didn't take long to
figure out that we couldn't continue state goveminas it was without more money,
let alone new ideas or new initiatives or anyttohthat kind. And we didn't want to
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get hit with this, you know, tax-and-spending aatiss that they always like to
throw at Democrats. So what we finally settledlets find out what it would cost to
continue doing what the state government's now gjoime called it "current
services." So we put a price tag on "current ses/icAnd we got what the hell it
would cost the budget office and Maurie, of couvg® had a background in this as
well. So we did our best. It's not easy to do,jtzan be done. Because even "current
services" change with, you know, with a changeiadfuenstances that apply in a
particular program area. But we decided that washimg to do. We had to find out
what it cost to continue government as it was tBatause that, after all, we could
do nothing about. That's what was in place whengatethere. That's what the
Republicans had done. "Current services" is wieat tad done. Inadequate in many
respects; we could point out the inadequaciesunatbn particularly. Inadequate in
many respects and insufficient--that is, new progravere needed--in other respects.
So that was "current services." Then we said ehargtelse that needs to be done
we're going to call it--put in the second budgetsgpplemental budget.” And the
interesting thing is that those two still exist.oBk two stillexist. And so the result
was that the deficit wasn't made to look like adeflt was made to look like an
opportunity to provide more service.

And | remember that experience | had with that-m@mber somebody gave me a
collie dog after the election? And | had to finglace to get him trained. | didn't
want him to ruin the Blaine House. [Chuckling] Ssrebody recommended this
farmer down on the road to the coast somewherad lttngo down the paved road
and then get off on a dirt road and then a loggoayl and finally you get to this
fellow's farmhouse, you know? The minute you saw and his environment, you
knew he had to be a Republican and an old onaat/@huckling] So anyway, we
talked about the dog--1'd brought him along--andlena deal on the dog. And when
that was all wrapped up, he said: "Governor, | wantto know," he said, "I've been
following what you've been saying to the legislatlrAnd he said, "You've been
asking them for more money, and goddamn it! Theghbuo give it to you."
[Laughter] And | knew we had it made. Yup. That wasfirst vote of confidence.

Well, but anyway, that's the way the budget wastpgether, and it helped. All
through that--I think that was the secret to thstfierm. The fact that the budget
held. They didn't pass as it was. They didn't wanprovide the money for the
building program, remember? And they wouldn't byytax-- | offered them either
an increase in the sales tax--change of history¢&lmg]--an increase in the sales
tax or an income tax. My preference was the incaxeBut their preference was the
sales tax, but their higher preference was notf8ongve didn't get any extra money,
which turned out to be a good thing. There ard aflinteresting stories about the
legislative sessions. But we got virtually evergithive asked for.

Including reorganization of the economicvédpment program.

Yup.
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There was a story about Bob Haskell and Riend.

You ought to read that book written by Hansand who was the other one?
Lipman?

Lipman and Hansen. They covered that presyl.

Sometime we should review the campaignsmwbeople like Perry Furbush and Dick
McMahon and some of the others played absolutéigalrroles.

Yeah. | suppose | ought to reread soméno$é books. Jog mypemory. Amazing
how much you forget.

I'd just like to say that Dick McMahon wasique. He looked like a fat Irishman
with a big fat cigar.

We referred to him as Friar Tuck. [Laughjter

So you looked upon him as, you know, just@adinary--able--but ordinary
politician. Yet underneath that rough exterior éheas really a very fine idealist--a
practical idealist--and a very good politician. Was really a wonderful person.
What was his role in the campaign?

Well, he was the right-hand; he drove me,traveled with me. He was bright
enough, you know, to be an intellectual supportd &A@ was a big man in the

American Legion so he knew legionnaires all overdtate.

And the Knights of the Road. [Laughter] Wiye read the Lippman book did you--
?

Yes, | did. Yeah.

He's got a wonderful story about | was gieg with Muskie's . [Laughter]
Right. | remember that.

Was he sleeping next to the wall? Or was he

Yeah, he was sleeping next to the wall. Aedkbpt complaining about having to
climb over him.

You knew how he died?

No.
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Well, he had diabetes, you know. Bad casdiabetes.
He'd lost part of his leg or--?

He lost both.

Both.

Up to the knees. And he always knew thiswaing to happen to him because it
happened to his father. But he refused to chargéféstyle. He enjoyed a drink;
when he wanted one, he had one. And | guess himwashospital--several times of
course. And finally-- He had a camp or cottageattBnow Pond, and he was there
with his-- Did he finally marry?

Married a second time.

Yeah, he married a second time, and sheevaic. But anyway, he finally decided:
By God! He'd had it. He planned it. And he just hadself an extra slug of scotch
one day that he picked; he was dead the next 'digeén him in the hospital, | think,
it was the day before or two days before. He wsisgs cheerful. He hadn't changed
a goddamned bit.

What a guy! And then Dubord was a very hrigpirit, too.

Yeah. There were a lot of them.

Yeah. And Don's right. You should really--

Yeah, you shouldn't get the impression tha, you know, is--

Yeah. The state committee people--

So many....

--out in the field trying to recruit workerfrom among the Democrats still .

_, the state treasurer,.poor Louis Labbe, the satemitteeman. And Frank was
getting money in and spending it just slightly éaghan he was getting it in. And
Louis would look at his books, and he'd stand ujp wisions of going to state prison
[Laughter] and saying: "We have receipts of $565/A% bills of $725, by which
we have a deficit of--" [Laughter] He'd not seemmagch money before, and it was
going out faster than it was coming in.

A lot of those Democrats, you know, theyreugt liberal. They were as conservative,

you know, in terms of money spent-- mean, stayuityin your resources and all
that. But they gave us support. You can't forgetrth



NICOLL: That's very true. Including Aunt Jane.
MUSKIE: Yeah.

NICOLL: [Chuckling] Aunt Jane is Jane Kilroy who s/known as Aunt Jane because she was
George Mitchell's aunt.

BEAM: Oh, | see. Okay.

MUSKIE: She's not still alive, is she?

COFFIN: No, no. She'd always sing "The Star-Spahganner."

LEE: __ .__,Madeleine Kiah, Peggy Murray, and Betty Davis.
MUSKIE: Edrie is in a nursing home. | think shets the disease from--
LEE: Alzheimer's?

MUSKIE: Alzheimer's.

COFFIN: Edrie?

MUSKIE: Davis [Mrs. Julian Davis, Machias].

COFFIN: Oh, really!

MUSKIE: Yeah. Her mind left her very quickly aftdulian died. It's amazing how fast she
went.

COFFIN: My memory of all of those people is viviech one had a very strong personality,
and many of them were difficult to deal with, blaéy were very loyal. [Laughter]

MUSKIE: Oh, yeah. Up at the Muskie Clam Bake on-ewhvas it, Sunday?
COFFIN: Sunday.

MUSKIE: We went up to North Raymond. There weretadf those old people up there. |
remember one sharp little old lady came over tolmnas eating my lobster. She
came over and said, "We always remember you. Béfiesee were over you always
got up and you gave us a quietly cheering speecb'dygive us something to go
home with at that point.” [Chuckling]

COFFIN: | was-- In what you've said this afternobthink | was least knowledgeable about
the time when you discovered yourself as a stungalsgr. Because it certainly
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wasn't true at the beginning, and it certainly was at the end and has been so ever
since.

Yeah. | sure do enjoy it. When I've got sthing to say, I'd rather make an ad lib
speech than any other kind, you know.

That | can attest to. [Chuckling]

We have a sort of an understanding amonigaighere is one written speech that Ed
has. And it serves because he never gives it. [hizup

| was wondering if we had it in our holdindsaughter]
That's the mysterious .

[Chuckling] Well, I'll have to go-- | was gog to go back and look in our speech file,
see what we have.

Well, the secret to it really is that yoe'got to-- Number 1, you've got to care about
what you're talking about. You've really got toecahnd you've got to have some
emotional feeling about it yourself. You can't patwhat you don't feel. And then
you've got to be able to look at the audience-+aoidas a mass. There are some
speakers who pick one person in the audience todbdVell, | don't quite do that.
But | feel a helluva lot more comfortable if I'mtiooking down at a piece of paper,
you know. And what you see, you know, just fillsugonind and gets your wheels
turning. And before you know it, you're saying tgenthat you didn't realize you
were going to say. That's when | really like it,emhl find something to say that |
didn't think about, but it's there. And | mearaind | feel it. And it's the product of
something, you know, that I've been thinking abmuteading about or what not. |
try to think.... What can we do for you?

Well, I think that's it. | think, why don't wrap it up. We've been going for about
three and a half hours, and we're almost neantti®tthe tape. | really appreciate
your coming here and doing this. This has realgrhé think, really fruitful. So I'll
stop it.

End of Interview
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