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Statement of Senator Edmund 8. Muskie
announcing

Hearings of the Arms Control Subcommittee
of the
Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

The American people want to spend less on nuclear forces which
can only be used to destroy civilization. The SALT negotiationa, if they ,
are succesasful, will be a step in that direction. But in the meantime, the .
#rma race goes on. Ve and the Soviets continue to plan and to build ,
dditional strategic forces which may reduce the security of both nations,
hich waste billions of dollara, and which increase the difficulties of
negotiating arms limitation agreements.

We cannot afford to go on this way. We must examine our
military budget decisions today to sse if we can slow down the arms race
of tomorrow, The discussions at SALT make it clear that it will be very
difficult to agree to dismantle existing systems. The bsst we can hope
for, apparently, i3 to freeze the situation.

This means that we must carefully examine our military deployment
deoisions before they are made. We must know, before we agree to build
a weapon, that it is needed to protect our security and that it will not fuel
the arms race or preclude the chances of meaningful erms agreements in the
future, We cannot wait until a system is tested or deployed before beginning
to ask ourselves what its implications are.

We need to approach this task with a fundamental understanding
of the fact that buying more arme does not necessarily lead to more security,
and that the control of arms can provide us with a more stable psace and
mare security than the best weapons that money can buy.

In order to explore thess questions as they affect our present
choices abaut the strategic weapons systems of tomorrow, the Poreign Rela-
tions SBubcommittes on Arms Control will open on June 16 the set of hearings
which I discussed before the Senate on May 6. The initial two days of hear-
ings will focus on the nuclear triad. We will be exploring the questions
raised by our decision to maintain three separate strategic systems each
capable of destroying the S8cviet Unian., I approach the hearings with an
open mind about what we should do, but with questions about whether our
systemse should not be altered to emphasize the types of weapons that do
not speed up an sndless arms race.

Vie will have testifying before the Bubcommittes, in addition to
Admiral Thomas H, Moorer, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and Dr.
John 8. Foster, Jr., Director of Defense Research and Engineering, a group
of distinguished Americans who have thouglt long and hard about these
questions, The witnesses were selected because of their expertise and
their concern with these issues; they represent a wide range of views on
the questions we plan to explore.

These witnesses will include Dr. Herbert York, first Director of

Defense Resparch and Engineering under President Eissnhower, and Dr, Carl

gyse:. formerly Dopyty Aseistant for National S8ecurity Affairs to President
nnedy,

On Juns 17, testimony will be heard on the various components
of the nuclear “triad”: Dr, Charles M, Herzfeld, former Director of the
Advanced Ressearch Projects Agency, Department of Defense (ARPA), will
analyge overall military requiroments. He will be followed by Dr. John
P, Craven, formerly Chief Scientist
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of the Polaris project, who will testify on sea=-based weapons systems.
Dr. Marvin Goldberger, Cheirman of the Pederation of American Scientlsts,
will discuss bombers., Mr. Fred Hoffman, a foarmer Deputy Assiatant
Becratary of Defonse for Systems Analysis,will analyze the land-based
ICBM deterrent. Testimony for the two days of hearings will be concluded
by Senator Joseph Clark.

I am deeply disappointed that the Secretary of Defense, Melvin Laird,
and the Deputy Secrotary of Defense, David Packard, could not appesr
before the SBubcommittee. These hearings wiil explore decisions that will
determine whethor the arms race will accelerate during the next decade,
wasting billions of dollars end perhaps undermining our security. For this
reason, I had hoped the Secretary of Defense could appear to discuss the
impact of his Department’s budget on the prospect of a continued upwards
spiral of weapons spending.

We axpect the various witnesses to disagree with each other and
with members of the Subcommittee. Out of this give and take, I hope will
emerge clearer answars to soma difficult quasttons:

-~ What 1s the effect of having these three systems, in their
present and planned configurations, on the possibilities for
arms control agreements ?

Does our desire to have a triple deterrent add greatly to the
difficulties of negotiating an agreement with the 8oviet Union
now and in the long run?

Vhat, from an arms control point of view, should be the
priority given to each of the three systems?

-- How did we get the three systems in the first place, and
for what reasons?

«= [3 the present mix in the Triad still the best?

How fast should the preseni: system be modernized?
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