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Biographical Note

John N. Cole was born on February 26, 1923 in Newk,YNew York to Helen (Dodd) and John
N. Cole, Sr. His mother was a homemaker and deyeattstore window dresser. His father was
a venture capital broker. He grew up and attersgdédols in New York City, but his family had
strong ties to East Hampton. His father was a @dng preservationist of the East Hamptons in
the 1940s and 1950s, preserving two propertiesgskar development. Following school, Cole
was a fisherman in New York for seven years. Hmthegan to write, getting published in
Esquire. He moved to Maine to become an editor atdaanebunk Star in 1958. After making
that paper profitable, he moved to Brunswick, Mam&960 to be editor foFhe Brunswick

Times Record. In 1968, he and Peter Cox founded Mene Times, which became a profitable
and popular statewide weekly paper in Maine. At\taine Times, Cole became friendly with

Ed Muskie. He briefly left Maine to edit tWgorld Paper in Boston. Upon his return to Maine,
he continued to write editorials for thMaine Times, but as a freelance writer. In 1999, the
Maine Times ceased publication. Publishing resumed after antwoth hiatus, but the paper
once again ceased publication early in 2002.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: early histoniegervation of the Hamptons; writing an article



for Esquire; beginning th&kennebunk Star newspaperiimes Record newspaper in Brunswick,
Maine; John Reed, Ed Muskie; Muskie’s efforts teati the environment; leadership within the
Maine Democratic Party through the 1960s; credtiedviaine Times newspaper; refinery and
terminal issues in Maine; Muskie’s primary lossMassachusetts; writing about Muskie in his
later years; Democratic clambake; importance ofrenmental legislation on the nation; Bill
Hathaway; Republican Party passing progressiveslign in the 1960s; Jim Longley; Maine
politicians and politics since Muskie; and joursaiiin Maine.
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Transcript
Jeremy Robitaille:  The date is June 19th, 2001, and we are hehedaiin Cole at his
residence on River Road in Brunswick, Maine, andrinewing is Jeremy Robitaille. Mr. Cole,

to start out, could you please state your namespetl it for the record.

John Cole: Yeah, but you should call me John, Jeremy. agchame is John, J-O-H-N,
Nelson, N-E-L-S-O-N, Cole, C-O-L-E.

JR: Thank you very much. And what is your date plagte of birth?

JC: 2/26/23, New York City.

(Telephone interruption.)

JR: Allright, and again, your date, New York and-?

JC: Oh, 2/26/23, 969 Park Avenue in New York. Diodding is still there, by the way.
JR: Really?

JC: Yeah.

JR: Great. Okay, and-.

JC: I'm thinking of putting up a plaque.

JR: Cool. And what were your parents' names?

JC: I'majunior, John N. Cole, and my mother wasdrd Dodd Cole.



JR: Okay, and where- were they both originally frblew York?

JC: No, my father was from North Carolina, Winst®alem. My mother was from New
York.

JR: And what were their occupations?

JC: Well, my mother was a homemaker for quite aeyhut then she ended up doing
windows for major department stores in New Yorke 8id Macy's windows and she did Bonwit
Teller's windows, both those stores, well Macyilsatound. But that was pretty late, we were
almost grown up then.

My father was a stockbroker and a promoter, tharéiferent name for what he did, though.
He got people together with venture capital, h@éelraise venture capital for businesses, and
then he became involved with one of the businesggish was alcohol and water injection
device for internal combustion engines, gasolimgirees, to save fuel and give better
performance. And it was used on airplanes dutiegntar when they needed that, but after the
war the fuel companies, the gasoline companieg,ditn't want devices that saved gasoline,
you know, so it didn't really, it never really cduign. But, he was his own boss, he worked as
a, it wasn't really a job, job, he just brought pledogether, he knew different people with
different interests. Anyway, not much to do witth Huskie.

JR: That's all right, we'll get to him. We stillant to know a whole lot about you. Were your
parents at all involved in the community, like wasir dad specifically ever politically
involved?

JC: Well, we had a summer place in the East Hampttich is now, I'm glad my father's not
still alive because he would consider it ruinedt Beiwas very active there in the preservation
and the restorations of the old historical buildimg East Hampton. There was Home Sweet
Home, which was, | guess it's authenticated, wtieag whoever wrote that song wrote it. But it
was an old building, built sometime in the seventeendreds. And he helped raise money to
restore it and protect it, and to make sure thabig never bought privately, that it always
remained a kind of a public building, open to tlblg. And he also did the same kind of thing
with another old homestead called the Mulford Hamead, which | think was about to be bought
by some developer. He raised the money and, Ipetiehise the money, got the Mulford
Homestead protected. So he was a little bit ab&ads time when it came to protection of
landmark buildings. That was back in the latetiggs;, early forties, on into the fifties. He died,
he died in the early sixties, '61, pretty suret tBose buildings are still there. But my fathér,

he hadn't died then he would certainly be deaddwy, hecause what's happened to East
Hampton would have given him a heart attack foesute didn't ever want it to become a place
for celebrities, which it is.

My mother was primarily interested in, she was iatea and she also was interested in home
decorating. She spent most of her energies makinpomes pretty, as my father used to say.
But she wasn't that involved with the communitye stas pretty shy. She did work with the
Ladies Village Improvement Society, but primarily, shey had an annual fashion show she



worked on. She was more creative, and shy.

JR: Okay. What do you remember about New York gngwip as far as, perhaps like the
Great Depression, do you remember like how thacégtl how you lived and how the
community operated?

JC:. Well, in those days, in today's terms, you wiady my father and mother were upper
middle class, in the sense that, you know, we niadra lot of money but we had enough
money and- to lead, | think, a pretty privilegd@.li We had servants, which you don't see these
days. Butin those days having servants was itavagddle class thing to do. There were
immigrants, Irish and Germans and, I'm trying toklof all the nationalities we had working,
people that came, so anxious to get to this couhtithey would take jobs, you know, for very
little money that would allow them to stay hereda@mough to get a citizenship.

So, but what | remember mostly about New York @tyhe you know park and, mostly how

glad we were to get out of there because it's n@aee for, it's not the place for-, here's a pietu
of my father and me and my brother and sister amather brother in front of the house we
lived in on the corner of 65th Street. So we warg brother and |, we liked the outdoors and the
only place you could go in New York was CentrallPavy grandfather was great guy. He took
us to movies all the time, and he also took ushersibway, which we loved. | mean, when he
did it. He had some badge that the mayor of NevkYwad given him, and he'd flash that at the
guy sitting in the booth so we got to ride the sapvor free.

And, but mostly what we did in the city was to gasthool, when we were little boys, and look
forward to leaving, to getting out to the countdmnd my grandfather and grandmother felt the
same way about getting to the country, so they @etdrt going-, our house didn't have any heat
out there, but it had a kitchen stove and a caafestheat the hot water-, but they would take us
out there as early as they could, you know, Easteefore Easter we'd go out there for
weekends and fire up the stoves. And that waseylyeu know, that was where | really decided
that | was never going to live in the city, becaa¢he best times of my boyhood were out there
in the country. And East Hampton, | mean, youtadescribe to people now what a small,
modest place East Hampton was in those days benaus#'s like East coast L.A., or some of
those other resorts around Los Angeles. But,asdtdays it was innocent place and we could
go anywhere. And we had an old rowboat we tookoouhe water. We dragged that boat over
the dunes and took it out in the ocean. | meandidia lot of things we probably shouldn't have
done, but we sure had fun.

And as |, you know, as | got into my teens, | jusinew that | was, | wasn't going to be a city
guy, | wasn't going to start looking for jobs inW&ork City. | ended up working in the city for
a year, year and a half maybe. And then | justaui became, went out to East Hampton and
became a commercial fisherman, because | figurtdnths, | didn't know any other way to
make a living. | certainly couldn't make it, | mevdid make a living commercial fishing, but |
stayed at it for seven years. I'm glad | did. tEhsome of the people | knew when | was fishing
out there, that's me in that dory there. | meawasn't big time commercial fishing, it was like,
you know, very small scale. But, the East endaigd.Island's a good place to do that because
it's kind of a migratory crossroads so that différésh, different shellfish, you could work at



pretty much all through the year. There's not bke big season. So it was subsistence living,
but it sure was fun.

And then when East Hampton, | started, you know, gauld tell even then, | just knew | was
never going to make enough money to live in Eashptan so | started looking around for a
place on the coast. And it was a conscious decigind that's when | decided that Maine, the
coast of Maine would be the place. Because it hagen, what Huckleberry Finn called, hadn't
been civilized yet. So when | came up here in 19%&s really the beginning of, you know, a
life that I'd always looked forward to. But insteafdcoming as a fisherman | came as a
newspaperman, just barely. | mean, | hadn't hatintuch experience but | had sold articles to
the newspaper down in East Hampton.

JR: Yeah, okay. So when you came to the newspapb8j did you start writing right away?
Had you -?

JC: Oh, yeah.
JR: Had you been, like what got you started iniwgitin journalism?

JC: Well, one thing, another catalytic thing thatde the difference was when | was in, when
| was commercial fishing, | lived in a communitylled The Springs, which was where a lot of
artists and writers lived. Jackson Pollack, he mgseighbor.

JR: Okay, | remember reading that.

JC: And | saw a lot of Jackson's art, sometimesmioch. But another friend just down the
road was a writer named Joe Liebling who wroteTtae New Yorker and wrote books. He was a
superb journalist, reporter, very, very good writ&nd he liked to write about sports. | took
him out fishing a few times, and we were friendadAvery now and then he'd give me a
research job to do, you know, for some article beatvas writing, I'd go to the library and do
some research for Joe. And that was his way @iigime, you know. But, and I, he told me,
he said, “You know, you should write more.” Andlidold him this idea | had for an article
about these commercial fishermen going out to eeptalled the Gully, which in those days was
a pretty rugged duty for small boats, about a heddniles offshore in the winter. And, so |
wrote that article and Joe sent it to his agegtjyanamed Mark Hannah who was a pretty
famous agent in New York, and he sold iEsguire magazine. And they sent John Gross, who
was also a well recognized artist in those dayey; #ent him down to meet me and do the
illustrations for the articleEsgquire was a different magazine then, too. They pubtishéot of
good writers, | mean Dos Passos and HemingwaykReaul Arnold Genrick, the then editor,
who was a famous trout fisherman among other thimgshe was a literary man, notEsquire
wasn't kind of an upscaklayboy, Esquire was a literary publication. And it had some drays
by Petty, which in today's terms wouldn't classjfgy know, as erotic in any way. But, it was a
masculine publication.

Anyway, the article appeared lsquire with John Gross drawings. They gave it a goog,pla
and they sent me a check for eight hundred buckihaoday would be like sending me a



check for, you know, four thousand. And I'm thimgi “Jesus Christ, | can write,” you know,
and that was some sort of verification that | cadddwvhat | wanted to do. And about a week
after the article appeared, an old guy knockedwrdoor down in the The Springs, and he says,
“Hi, I'm Dick Simon from Simon & Schuster.” He ddi | read your article ifesquire, he said,
how would you like to write a book about commerdisihing? We'd be happy to give you an
advance.” And | was just floored by that, butltthim, | said, “Look, | don't really know
enough about it yet to write a book about it.” Bugaid, “You know, I'm very flattered.” And,
you know, he, how many times does a publisher donyeu, knocking on your door, literally.

So that verified again, you know, that | was coased a writer by people who ought to know, a)
the editor ofEsquire, b) Simon of Simon & Schuster, so I'm thinkingagkl'm going to be a
writer. So, | told my father | was giving up thenemercial fishing business to be a writer and he
said, “John, you can't even spell.” He gave metomary, | still got it.

But, so then, | was a friend of Alex Brooke who v&sdy Brooke's father. Alex was a painter.
| knew a lot of artists and writers, almost all fmgnds in East Hampton, except for my fishing
friends, commercial fishing friends, were creatpemple of some kind. And Alex Brooke's son,
Sandy, whom | didn't know that well, but | knewt Ibis father was really my friend because he
liked different kinds of fresh fish, little delices, skate wings and shad roe. | used to take him
things, when we'd haul the nets I'd save the fesh lbecause those were trash fish anyway and
I'd take them, they were in those days. And Alexgave me a couple of paintings. Jackson
gave me a painting. Anyway, Sandy Brooke was therking on Wall Street but he wanted to
get out of the city. He had a little money, sdittke, not much, but he bought tieennebunk

Sar and then he called me and said, “You know, | reeedditor.” He also called me | think
because he knew | was so anxious to get to Mainedtk for nothing, which | did. | mean, not
a hell of a lot, | think it was a hundred bucks eel or something. Anyway, that's how | got to
Maine. And-

JR: Okay. What were your first responsibilitie&eliyou said you were the editor, but what did
you actually, did you just do anything for tdennebunk Sar, or what did you do?

JC: | wrote the editorials, and | edited the cogyd | did a lot of reporting.
JR: What did you report on?

JC: There were only two of us.

JR:  Oh, okay. Yeah.

JC: Sandy, he also, we had kind of divided it up ircaiation areas, Sandy did mostly Wells
and Ogunquit, and | did Kennebunk and Kennebunkgat which was like the home base of
that paper. | worked with the correspondents, veadly, you know, the only people you had
were the so-called “personal correspondents.” Tyt do it any more, but weekly papers

used to have what they called personals, whichandge tiny, one paragraph, two sentence
items about who was visiting whom, and who werRdotland on a shopping trip. And, | mean,
you know, just the minutiae of their lives. Butatls what made those papers community papers,
you know, people liked to read about what theighbbrs were doing. And every now and then



you'd get an item like Mr. Jones and Mrs. Smitms$peweekend at Carrabassett, and we'd
wonder, “Well, should we print this? But . . . .”

Anyway, so yeah, there were, and we did everytkisg, | mean it was just incredible that we
survived that. We didn't know how to run the présg we had to run it, and it was a job
printing shop, we didn't know how to do job priginJesus, | don't know how many pieces of
type | broke trying to learn, on the job training/e worked there, | mean, you can't do it now, |
mean people, we worked seven days a week andanaihts | slept at th&ar. It was

amazing what we did. But we got the paper shapedithin a year. But then we had a
successful publication that really didn't need tgpegos running it, so that's, you know, and
Sandy was the guy that had the money in the p&aerdy was the guy that took the big risk. So
that's when | started looking around.

| came to Brunswick 1960. | got to Maine in, dditafter St. Patrick's Day in '58, so | worked
the rest of '58 and then '59 at iar, and then came to Brunswick, where we are nowhen
sixties to be the editor of th&unswick Record. And Paul fame) who was publisher, he said,
this is an auspicious day for both of us. Weltuned out his father-in-law had died. Paul had
been waiting for his father-in-law to die for | doknow, so he could take over. But | also found
out from the guys in the shop that Brinswick Record had had something like nine editors in
four years, and they had a pool out there on howg lovas going to last. The guy that got six
months was very discouraged because he, nobodghhdd last for six months. But different
things happened, so | turned out to be the onlytgaiyhadn't been fired there. And so | stayed
on at theBrunswick Record, and so we startddaine Times.

And then that's how | met, | knew Peter Cox frormHebunkport, and his father worked in
Washington but they had a nice place in Kenneburikfite Booth Tarkington House. Peter
was at Yale when he came to work during the sunmmit@rthe Kennebunk Star. He was pretty,
just a volunteer, but he was bright, and | likesl faither. His father was a very bright guy, and |
used to go there for dinner a lot when we and-,thatls when we first started talking about a
statewide publication, that's whevkine Times, the idea foMaine Times, got started.

But, so that, my position of the editor of tkennebunk Star was what got me involved with the
political people of that day, and there was a gudsarial campaign, John Reed was running for
governor.

JR: This would be what, in 1960 about?

JC: | think it was, this was early, this was at $itert, this was in the fifties, in '59. And, he
had some York County coordinator, a guy named Hesliaikes, | think, from Sanford. And |
wrote an editorial, John Reed stopped by the qgffiegote an editorial after his visit and said |
hoped people didn't vote for him because he waslass zero. And Makes came into the
office, he was, he looked like he was ready to $ntlas presses. He was really angry. He said,
“What are you doing, calling this guy a rimlessa®r | said, “Well, that's just an expression
but, I said, | don't think he's really qualifiedldie governor.”

And | think Frank Coffin was running as a Democpaid that's how | got involved with Maine



Democratic politics because Peter's father, Osoar ®Was a contributor to the party and was one
of the bright people that they used to write posifpapers and stuff. And Peter, that same
summer, was a volunteer for the Coffin campaigankrCoffin was running for governor, and
that was in addition to his so-called duties atStae, which weren't that rigorous. And, but

Peter introduced me to Frank Coffin, and | thinkttivas probably the first time | met Ed

Muskie, who was, let's see, | can't really rememidszther he was in Congress, | think he was
in Congress, | don't think he was a senator.

JR: No, right after governor | think he became s$end think in '58 he became senator.

JC:. Okay, maybe he was just a new senator. ORanl then, so that little period of time at
the Sar is interesting and seminal in the sense that,usecaf the gubernatorial campaign,
because of Peter's father's involvement with thexdzatic Party and Peter's volunteer work for
Frank Coffin, it was kind of a fast education foe ngou know, in Maine politics.

And, when | came to edit what was then Branswick Record, which was a weekly paper, the
League of Women Voters in Brunswick was very actwell that was one of their projects or
whatever they called it for the year, it was to kvon Maine's water, river pollution problem.
And of course the Kennebec and the Androscoggire Wes two major rivers that were also, you
know, terribly polluted. They were like zero oxygeontent. And so | started writing editorials
in the Brunswick Record about the need to start cleaning up these rivdrigh, if it hadn't been
for circumstances, either PK wouldn't have let ¢heditorials appear or | would have been fired
for writing them. But his son Cam had startedalketover the paper then, and PK wasn't that
well. And the circulation of th®ecord was going up, because there had been a feistyredit

And | went up to Augusta with some of the Leagukda and heard these guys from the paper
company argue against the water classification litause they were going to close down all
the paper mills in Maine if they started tryingclean up the rivers, which was bullshit. But
anyway, that interest, the picking of that projstsort of a, well the editorial stance that the
Brunswick Record was making, you know, led me to Ed Muskie, who & just beginning to
become Mr. Clean in the Senate.

And I never, you know, I'm not aware of the circtamges that led him, | think he, he was on a
committee, one of the committees, that he was asdigecause they thought it was like a
nothing committee and he was a freshman senatdif #mey put him over here they weren't
going to hear much from him for a while. But ireedeyou know, he picked up on the issue and
began to really fight for federal involvement intelacleanup efforts, air and water. And so, |
started then, | think, talking on the phone to peap Muskie's office about different, well,
different aspects of the federal, you know, whaheywas available from the federal system
under the different water classification acts tMatkie was championing, you know, in the
Senate, and in the headlines. And, because thedber and the Androscoggin were from his
home state, but they were right up there in thedoppolluted rivers in the whole country. So,
you know, circumstances led to my involvement vidithMuskie's office.

And then, I'm not sure of the sequence but, setivas that back and forth, and I think, you
know, | hadn't really seen, | didn't see him thach but | was in touch with his office because



of the information that we needed to know abouttvibderal aid was available, and what the
federal laws were. And the water classificationve&s pretty clever really, in the sense that it
operated in stages. They weren't going to justecdown, they classified A, B, C, and D, and
then there were built in phases of stepping frorwvBich was what the Kennebec, up to C, and
that's how the state got involved because thel&gre had to decide, you know, on the time
frame for that improvement.

Anyway, it was, the federal government was involvéaehd, | can't remember the sequence of
events, but | think Ed Muskie had to run for regtatagain, no, oh | know one of the things that
happened. Somewhere in there, back in the eatigsi at the same time the water thing was
going on, there was a Democratic convention in Maand there was a rivalry between two
candidates, either for Congress or for governoant remember. But | know that there was a
lot of, it was contested and there were factiorth@tconvention supporting candidate A and
candidate B. And Ed Muskie, who was then, by timae¢t was sort of the head of the Maine
Democratic Party, | mean he wasn't, he didn't laolg specific office but he was definitely
running things. And, so | was up there in Lewisteporting on that convention, I'm pretty sure
it was Lewiston, and | found out that Ed Muskie waseting with different people who, from
the delegates, to set things up so that the catediawanted, | wish | could remember who it
was but that was forty years ago. But anyway, Ecbofse got what he wanted, and the vote,
you know, in the end the convention supported aigd@ate.

So | wrote an article for thBrunswick Record about how Ed Muskie had, you know, made sure
that his candidate was the guy that got nominated that ran in thBrunswick Record. That

was in late summer, they had their conventions taen. But anyway, that winter, sometime
after the election in November, somewhere in tiieeeAssociated Press sent me an award, |
hadn't even known the article was being consideheyy, sent. | won the award for the best
political reporting in New England for that yearpas something like a hundred bucks, but from
the Associated Press. So the next morning | gothe office, there's a telegram from Ed
Muskie on my desk, and he said, “John, congratuiaton your award,” he said, “I'm glad you
never let the truth get in the way of telling aarstory.”

JR: That's great.
JC: Or words to that effect.

So, but I think after that piece came out that &éeslne, he became we became more easygoing
about exchanges back and forth and about. Andnltdidve any trouble ever getting through to
him about this or that, and we were becoming moeads than just a reporter and a senator.
And after that, oh, but then, then the war startéetnam. But then the other thing that
happened as the back and forth kept going witloffise then, in terms of cleaning up the
Androscoggin and the Kennebec, which are both kymw, in Brunswick, so | mean it was a
local story. But it was also a national story.t Bayway, then th&imes Record, well it was

then theBrunswick Record and theBath Times, they merged and became a daily, and that's when
| hired Peter Cox from the old days back in Kenméhine was then, he had a paper in Saranac
Lake, a small daily, which was owned by a Demowattad was a friend of Ed Muskie's. So there
were, there were connections maintained. And Beter and I, of course, quit tiiames Record



to startMaine Times. And-
JR: Yeah, tell me about that.

JC: That was October 10, the first issuévtzfine Times came out October 10, 1968 and Ed
Muskie was on the cover.

JR: That's right, yeah, he was compareditortelligible phrase), right?
JC: Because he was running for president, | thifk. sure of it.
JR: Vice president in '68.

JC: Vice president, right, vice president. Andtlsere was more communication back and
forth. And Don, | think Don Nicoll, he was theteen, I'm not sure, but anyway we, | didn't have
any trouble getting, oh, | know one other thing thappened while | was still at tBeunswick
Record, or theTimes Record. | wrote an edi-, | don't know why they did thisjt anyway, |

wrote an editorial, you know, there's like ten thand of these editorials, but about, because
there'd been a series of bad auto dealer trucki@ats, so | wrote, you know, about the need for
better regulation and truck driver's who were baugrworked and needed more rest. It was a
standard, you know, drive safely and better, yoamkrbehaved, etcetera, etcetera, higher
standards, more police work, blah-blah-blah to en¢ypeople from getting killed. So, lo and
behold, John Reed, the very same guy that | callechless zero, he was then in Washington
working as a lobbyist for the American Trucking Asmtion. So they picked up on that
editorial, and | got a letter from John inviting rmued my wife down to Washington to get the
award from the truckers for, you know, this edabtrying to co-opt me into, anyway, so I'm
thinking, “Hey, | don't care, I'll take a trip to&8hington any day.” So then we stayed in one of
those great old hotels, theafne) or someplace, it was pretty well organized, that

But Ed Muskie found out we were coming down thared | must say he did a great job. He
kind of co-opted the ATA. | went to that dinneutlhe next day Ed arranged a reception in one
of the Senate rooms, like what you would call aktait party, before dinner reception. And,
man, he pulled out all the stops. Strom Thurmogd there, the guy [Robert] Byrd from West
Virginia, he was there, and Ed was just shovinganeeind, me and Jean around the room,
introducing us to all these high powered senatérsd it was just a charming moment.

So, you know, | remember saying to Jean when itavas, | said, “Man, he's got a lot of clout
for, you know, a senator from Maine, he got alsthéeavy weights down there just to meet
some little dinky newspaper editor.” And Repubfisatoo, | mean Strom, so funny, Strom
Thurmond even in those days seemed old to me hadisvas almost incandescent, he was using
some shitty dye. But, | thought that was veryywvareet of Ed Muskie to do that, and he did it
well. | mean, it wasn't any half-assed receptiowas a time that, you know, Jean and | would
hardly ever have that kind of a chance to medhalie people at the same time. And, | mean,
there was nobody else there, it was just for usyway -

JR:  Wow. Yeah, let me switch the tape over reatkjui



End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

JC: ...another sort of seminal moment in theseghat, you know, it cemented our
friendship.
JR: Right.

JC: And thenMaine Times came, and at the same time that he ran for, héoeiag considered
as Vice President. A whole other set of circumstarstarted up in Eastern Maine and we're
trying to, these things just, they- like bonfird®y just spread all of a sudden. They decided that
Maine's deep water ports should be used as tersrimiadil refineries that would be built along
the coast in small places, like Machias was one;Hisport really was where the -

JR: That's right, the trade zone.

JC: -refinery and the terminal was going to bendAhere was another one at Eastport, and
there was another one in Portland Harbor, and tlvassanother one somewhere else. And so
they started, antlaine Times, you know, we were looking for issues. | was,dan | was the
editor ofMaine Times and |, you know, | didn't have to clear anythinghwanybody. And so we
just went, | decided that one of the things we #&hdo was to try and stop these olil refineries.
And Ed Muskie got involved, and | don't understémel mechanics of it, but he, he set up a
series of hearings, congressional hearings up awa the coast, maybe three or four, in these
communities where the oil refineries proposalsyn‘tknow, you know, I'm not sure of the
procedures that just allow a guy to say, okay,evgding to have a set of congressional hearings.
But he engineered that, and of couviane Times, which had got so much invested in opposing
these refineries, so much energy, not money, lowtkpow, | felt | had to go to those hearings,
even though they were miles and miles up the coastl | put a lot of miles on the car then,
driving to places like Machiasport.

Anyway, Ed showed up at a couple of those hearigd we talked, and of course he was
prominently mentioned in the editorials and colurtireg | wrote about, you know, the need to
stop these things. None of them ever came thraumhe, not one. The closest was Pittston up
in Eastport, that went on and on and on. And sawehcan't remember the specifics, but
Campobello got mentioned, and so | got a call fEshiMuskie, or maybe it was a telegram or, |
think it was a phone call. He wanted, he was enctmmission with Canada and Campobello
Preservation Commission or something. He asked haelike to come up to Campobello
because the commission was going to meet then emdld sit in on a couple of their meetings,
and of course | said yeah. That was another lopgliut at that meeting, you know, we saw a
lot of each other because that's kind of an isdlptace, | mean, there weren't that many people
around. So we talked, you know, we did quite abtalking about non-governmental things,
you know, Maine in general, and I, you know, | vdasighted to be able to be involved with
Campobello. I'd never seen it, it's a beautifultsp

JR: I've never been.



JC: So that was another meeting. And then, yowkitlois was the best time we had, was out
of the blue, somewhere back in the late sixtielsndw, because Jean and I, we were living at the
place in Pownalborough, and we lived there un&ls@ it was in the sixties, it's somewhere in
there. | got a phone call, Ed Muskie's office dadwvas going to be landing at the Brunswick
Naval Air Station and he had two or three diffenglaices he had to be in Maine, and would |
meet him at the airport and drive him around fer dlay to these places. So of course | said
yeah. But we didn't have much of a car, you knmwt, it was a Ford station wagon, | think it
was a Falcon. Anyway, so | drive out to the NadialStation and I, he was all alone, he got off
the plane and got in the car, in the front settvals pretty chilly, it was some, you know, it was
in the fall. Anyway, we drove around. | can't ember exactly where we went, | know we
went to Lewiston for one meeting, but then thereensecouple more places. Anyway, and we
had lunch together and then towards the end odidlge4:30 or five, | took him back to the

Naval Air Station, he got on the plane and flewkoimcWashington. But, so then | put a big sign
on the front seat of that car, it said, “Ed MusReg Here.” Nobody is going to use this seat for
at least a week.

So that was a nice day together. And | didn'tssemuch of him after that, although then, when
he ran for president | drove over to Worcester, $dalusetts because one of our daughters was
working for George McGovern, who was also in théamary. And she was coordinating get out
the vote, you know, in the McGovern campaign in ¥éster, and that was the night of the
Massachusetts, or the day of the Massachusettapesn so | drove over there to be at the
Worcester headquarters, the Democratic Party heatiys, to see who was going to win.
Because that primary, the Massachusetts primargrferreason or another was critical to Ed
Muskie, and he lost. So | came back and | wratelamn for theMaine Times about "The

Night They Drove Old Muskie Down", there was a,id@aez had a song, "The Night They
Drove Old Dixie Down".

JR: Okay, The Band did it. Right.

JC: Yeah. So | took those verses and just paraptirdeem a little bit, and wrote about the

high cost of the famous scene in New Hampshire wigelost it a little bit, | think mostly from
fatigue. But anyway, so that was, you know, | baltly about that, not about the column, but |
felt badly about the fact that he lost becauseuigiiit he would have been a good president.
Objectively, not, you know, just because | knew hidust because | thought he was a good man.

And then after that | started drifting away fréfaine Times and | got involved with a

publication calledVorld Paper which was started by a friend of mine, and | werBBoston to

be the editor ofMorld Paper and kind of pulled away from Maine a little bior a little while,

not long. Then | came back to Maine, but by tiraetPeter had pretty much taken oMaine
Times, and then he pWaine Times up for sale so, in effect, | really didn't haveyan
responsibilities there, although | contributed luom, | still do. But, | can't remember, I've
written so many pieces. But somebody called measkedd me to do an article about Ed Muskie
in his sunset years, or some shit like that, buvde down in Kennebunk, Kennebunk Beach
really, near the golf course there. He liked @mygjolf. And so I called him up and | asked him
if I could interview him for a while for this arfie. It was primarily about his reflections, you



know, looking back.

So | went down to Kennebunk Beach, and | think gt course isynintelligible phrase),
anyway, he lived pretty close to it, he and Jang tlvare. He was very mellow, sitting out on
the porch and just a sweater and a, you know, méoymal. And we just talked a lot about the
old days. It was a, you know, it was not a handsharticle, it was just more of a reflection of
his days in Washington and as Secretary of Statdvaw he looked back on all of these things.
| don't think that article had any real insightstjrit was just a kind of a general piece. But it
was, of course, friendly. | liked it. And | thinke only talked maybe half an hour about the
piece, and the rest of the afternoon we just tatit®alit this and that. Had a nice time.

Then, | didn't see him again for quite a while. ignd Gary Merrill, who's since died, he lived
in Falmouth, he and I, we were always doing this trat politic-, you know, he was a very
active guy politically in the sense that he gowived in the issues, and | loved his energies. So
he called me up, Gary, he called me all the timd,\@e talked almost every day. | ended up
writing a book about his life. But anyway, he sdldey, you know, Ed Muskie's going to be in
Brunswick at a Democratic clambake,” he said, “Wloy't we go over and pick on him?” And
Gary was, he was a true radical, | mean neitheay gaer went as far as he wanted them to go.
He was outraged by the war, and he used to pidkdolkluskie about why he didn't oppose the
war more strenuously. But he liked Ed. And soveay| said, “Sure, I'll meet you out there.”
Thomas Point Beach, not far from here. So | wentleere and, | got this picture where, this
was taken at that clambake. And that's Gary andmdeEd. And that turned out to be the last
time | saw him.

JR: Really?

JC:. Yeah, and | was glad | got that picture. Thénourse we didn't talk about anything
except jokes and stuff, but -

JR: Do you remember about when that was?

JC: Well, I was trying to think, it had to be somnet in the mid eighties. When did Ed
Muskie die?

JR: Oh, he died in '96.

JC: Yeah, so that was the mid to late eightiesjalt. And he came not for any other reason
except as, you know, Maine Democratic Party royaklig was there just as a presence to, you
know, to help the party in the best sort of oldespyoliticking. But, he was very friendly, you
could tell, I mean we were glad to see each othad by that time, you know, | really, | didn't
have any connection then wikhaine Times except my column, but | was working pretty much
just as a freelance writer. And | ended up alsoesshere along the line, God, it's just so, if you
write a couple of thousand pieces, you know, titsyhard to file them all away in your mind.
But I did another article about Rumford, and abdustfather as a tailor in Rumford, and about
young Ed Muskie as an attorney in Rumford, andtlaglittle note from him about the article,
just saying, you know, good job or something. Bedin't remember why or who | did that



article for. 1 just know that, | also knew Hughi€iolm whose father started that, the company
that made Rumford, you know, what it was. Goddamhijitst- | got to know Rumford pretty
well in the process of writing that piece, and afsare about Ed Muskie's parents than | had
known. And | think that was a, that was my lagitect.

But the really, the really supercharged days wexklthere when we first started with the rivers,
and then moved on to the oil refineries. | mehat's when things were really happening, and
differences were being made, you know. Differengese being made primarily because of Ed
Muskie and because of the way he took advantagebbpportunity when he was assigned to a
nothing committee, and was bright enough to makegger than anybody ever thought it could
be. And became the key guy in Washington and Mtneok to when you needed federal
intervention to, you know, to clean up the riverstmp the oil refineries. And, those were heady
days.

| was on, NBC had a program, kind of a counterfmat60 Minutes", had a guy named Frank
McGee, they came up to Maine. God, everybody Wwasgf up to Maine from the New York
City networks. And | was on television up at Mashwith McGee and, talking about Muskie
and about how to stop the refineries. Things werg active in those days. And Maine, the
Maine coast was red-hot copy for a lot of natignablications. Time Magazne, Maine Times
was inTime Magazine two or three times, and of course Ed Muskie wheadr the place. And
that was when he and I, you know, we both kindrei we were, we were making things
happen, so that was fun.

So he never wavered, and he never, you know, herhetvme down, he never said he was going
to do something and didn't do it. He was very, koaw, trust-, he was one of, he was a good,
for a guy, for a so-called politician, he was dlyegood guy. He was great. Yeah, | don't know,
he did, he did a couple of other things for me,llm&n't really remember the details. | mean he
asked me down there, and then Bill Hathaway, ofsmuwgot elected. And he thinks he got
elected because of what | wrote about hirviaine Times, but | never disabused him of that,

but.

JR: What did you write about him?

JC: Oh, I said that | thought Hathaway was goingdat Margaret Chase Smith. | mean, it
wasn't a big deal, but | said, you know, Margasdieatable. Everybody thinks she isn't, but she
is, because she's getting old, she's senile. gm#iathaway won that election and he came
charging intoMaine Times, he said, “John, you know, you're the guy thatrgetelected.” So

then | had two senators in Washington yanking merdihere from time to time. So we, you
know, it was friendly. I like Bill Hathaway. BilHathaway still calls me once in a while.
Anyway, those were good times, very heady timesfgou know, a newspaper guy who didn't
know shit from Shinola really. But | learned; fautyway.

JR: With your work at thé/aine Times, you covered the State House, right?

JC: Yeah.



JR: Tell me about that, like who, like what were thajor, did you incorporate -?

JC: Well, the thing was, when we startddine Times in '68, you know, | said to Peter, | said,
you know, “One way we're going to compete with diadies is they don't have anybody really
working at the State House.” They have a, | thinkas Phyllis Austin who we hired away, but

| said, “They have the AP bureau up there, a coapfeeople, and that's it.” You know, | mean
thePress Herald was running Associated Press coverage out of Aagasd so was tHéangor
Daily News. | said, you know, “There's a hell of a lot gomg up there.” Especially in those
days when environmental legislation was red-hat.l &id, you know, “I think we ought to

have somebody in Augusta.” And Peter was the pldisyou know, and in charge of all the
money, he said, “We can't afford it.” And | saidly&ll, I'll go up there.” So | went up there and
that was fascinating for me because | didn't knoyitang about the legislature. But there were
some bright people in the legislature in those dayhkink, ahh, | don't want to get into that, but

| mean, | think the quality of the people in theiMalegislature's really gone down in the last
forty years. But some people were up there becduesefelt it was their obligation to be there.
Guys like Joe Soule, he didn't need that job. BMady Richardson and Hoddy Hildredth, |
mean they had more money, you know, than they kmaleat to do with. But they were at the
legislature because they felt an obligation to Mathey wanted, and it was, hell Peter, that's the
closest he ever came to hitting me. He said, “§outo stop writing about these Republicans.”

| said, “Hey, they're the only guys that are daamything,” | said, “the Democrats don't have,
you know, people capable enough to do this, yowmkrioey got Louis Jalbert.” And he said,
“Yeah, but”. | said, “Peter, the Republicans apend the very things thalaine Times has been
editorializing about, they're the ones that arevitrg up the legislation to protect Maine's
harbors, they're the ones that are drawing upetijislation to clean up Maine's air and to clean
up the rivers.” They're in charge, you know, amelyt you know, they're working with Ken
Curtis, who was a Democrat, they're working withN&alskie to get the federal, whatever the
federal, you know, cooperation is. Boy, he hadikis clenched. And, but he got over that. But
guys like Joe Soule, and Hollis Wyman who was &lbdury king from Washington County, he
was a big right wing, well, not a right wing, nitd the Ku Klux Klan, but he was a conservative
Republican. | wrote a big article about him anat thissed Peter off. But I liked Hollis, | didn't
necessarily approve of some of his politics, buivas an honest man. And he, you know, he
wanted to maintain the integrity of the blueberglds in Maine. Besides, he was charming. He
asked me up, he asked me, he invited me and Jethengp Charming.

Anyway, those were the guys that were getting thishgne. Actually, the 101st legislature, or
the 99th, right around there, the 100th, all thibsee (nintelligible word), the laws that were
passed then that are still in effect have done nwpeotect Maine than any other laws passed by
any other legislature. And they, Joe Soule wasdirithaire Republican, he was this bright guy,
he was in touch with Ed Muskie's office about witat feds could do. You know, there was a
cooperation there on Maine’s, on behalf of Maime'gironmental integrity, and it was, and you
know, a lot of times Joe and Ken McCloud, who waastlaer Republican, that they would ask

me, you know, based on the articles that we'd kag&img in Maine Times, you know, “What do
you think we ought to do?” It wasn't politicalwis in Maine's best interest. And, so those laws
are still on the books, the site selection law,oclhn effect, you know, prevented sloppy oil
refineries and that, the aluminum refinery at ToeniGod, they had some wild schemes, boy.



They didn't, you know, and those guys, they wereneeally interested in a refinery, they were
interested in their, in the fees that they coultfgeraising the money for these projects, you
know. So they'd go down to Wall Street and raigenty or thirty million dollars, and they'd get
whatever their fee was, five percent of that. THen't give a shit if those refineries ever got
built, but they were up there plugging them so thgget that money. And of course none of
them ever did get built.

But anyway, so no, my time in Augusta in those dagsuldn't have timed it better because all
of those issues were coming up, you know. If | hadn up there this, there's nothing up there
this term. | mean, there's teacher fingerprinding the budget, deposits on cigarette butts. But
nothing, nothing that has Maine at stake. In thames they were building legislation that, you
know, that decided, in many ways decided Mainelsréuin terms of preventing the over-
industrialization of the coast. Also, regulati@mut land use, and the exploitation of the Maine
woods. Lot going on back then. Anyway, which ilweal Ed Muskie indirectly in the sense that
every time any of these issues came up in thel&gre one of the first questions was, you
know, “What sort of assistance can we get fromféideral government?”

Yeah, that was fun. | learned a lot about Augustaad a great time up there, too, in the sense
that all the senators, the state senators ancetby@gin the house that | talked to, they were all
very bright, good people. And they didn't, nobagbythere ever bullshit me, | mean, they told
me the truth about what was happening, or they'tdsdly anything, but they didn't lie to me.

No, we had a good relationship. And Ken Curtihought, was a good governor, and | had a
fine time with him. We were always, he was a gtiaguy. Sit in his office, he'd be smoking a
cigar.

But no, | don't know, for a kid who wanted to beeporter, | got to be one. And | always

thought that, | thought I'd made a good decisiavuékhe state legislature once | got up there. |
mean, | found it to be exciting. And after the Banpaper and the Portland paper editors started
reading theMaine Times coverage of the legislature, all of a sudden tiesd State House

people, and they put good people up there. SanénwayMaine Times was responsible for

better coverage of the legislature. Now thiaine Timesisn't doing it, thé’ress Herald, man,

the poor oldPress Herald. But anyway, they're not doing any coverage, koaw, and it's back

to the AP again. The Bangor paper, Bamgor Daily's doing the best job now covering the
legislature. So, yeah, that was fun.

JR: How about, | read that you actually had a busidinteresting editorials about Jim
Longley? Tell me, talk to me about him.

JC: Jim, ha-ha, Jim Longley. Yeah, well, | alwalysught Jim Longley was, | said, before he
was elected | wrote an editorial fiotaine Times, or a column, | forget which, they weren't that
different, but | wrote about Boris Karloff in "THeost Patrol”, which was an old movie about
these legionnaires who were lost in the desenvalt a classic. That's the trouble with you
young guys, you don't get this, Hollywood doesrdgkenxmovies like, good movies anymore, not
many. But anyway, there were ten or fifteen oSthkegionnaires out in the Sahara who had
been cut off by, well, whatever native troops tivate, those guys riding camels. And Boris
Karloff was a religious fanatic and, a legionnaisbo carried his Bible around all the time, and



he, they were running out of water, you know, tteg/\they do in movies, everybody's thirsty.
And Boris went bananas, he wandered off into tleedddecause he thought he saw palm trees
ahead of him. Then he had this really wide-eyeticdfcstare, when he was going absolutely
nuts, wandering off. He died out there, but, beeae kept thinking God had brought him
water. So | wrote this column and | described B&arloff in that movie and said, “The only
other person I've seen with that look in his egedim Longley.” | said, you know, “He's nuts.”
And that didn't endear me to him. But then he bergovernor and that was another time that
Peter and | almost came to blows. Peter thoughtdingley was going to do a good job for
Maine because Jim Longley claimed to be a businasdmt, and | kept, | kept writing, I'd go up
to Augusta when Longley was up there and | keptingiabout the fact that he was all talk and
no action, and that he'd call these press confeseatclike seven o'clock in the morning but then
never said anything, it was just bombast. Andd,sgou know, this is the most wasteful four
years in Maine history, the guy's never going t@adgthing. He would never speak to me.

But in the end, you know, | don't take any pleasnreeing right, but he never did do anything.
He didn't sponsor one serious piece of legislati@whole time he was up there. But
everybody, a lot of people, thought he was popodgmause he kept attacking the bureaucracy
and government, saying he was going to straighteati He never straightened out. And then |
kept picking on him because he said he was goimgp tteomething and then he wouldn't do it, so
| would remind people in the paper that Longleylghis on such and such a date, now it's today
and he hasn't done anything. Which really pisseddif. But, yeah, I, you know, | didn't really
dislike him, I mean | just thought he was so tgtallcompetent, and it surprised me that all,
everyone was sort of taken in by him. But in thd they weren't; he proved over the years he
couldn't do much. He was a good insurance salesman

| had to go, | was asked to speak at Holyoke, Mamssetts, | mean the college.
JR: Mount Holyoke.

JC: Isit Mount Holyoke? Yeah. So | drove oveera | think, It wasn't a big lecture, it was
just to talk to the students who were interestgdumnalism. There couldn't have been more
than fifty or sixty of them there. So, I'm talkiagpout the need to, you know, be perceptive and
honest about people and saying, you know, a lttejournalists in Maine never really asked
Jim Longley the right questions, they never pressed They just were swept away by the fact
that he was an Independent, | said, but you knewddesn't know how to govern. And so this
person stands up and she, in the question thimslaa said, “Why, why do you think that?”

And | said something, and then | asked her her namgtshe said, Susan Longley. So that was
kind of a rough moment there. But she's stillagti

JR: Yeah, she’s in the legislature. She’s a Senator

JC: But, well by and large Maine's had good ledaigrdout it never was better than it was
during the Muskie years, you know. | don't thihknow Bill Cohen pretty well. He's a
competent guy, but he's, he never did as much fn&las Ed Muskie did. You know, Ed
Muskie was rare in that sense, in that even thdwgglyou know, he was vice presidential
nominee and presidential hopeful at one point, 3@&ctetary of State, he never, ever forgot



Maine. And he was always operating in Maine's bestest, he was. | don't think Olympia and
Susan, they make a big deal out of paying attentidhis and that, and of course everybody in
Washington from Maine supports the Bath Iron Wolkg,they don't have the vision to generate
the legislation that benefits Maine as much as Edivé did.

And there's been a lot written about the fact soae of the reasons he did that was because he
was stuck on what was supposed to be a do-notlimgnittee. But, you know, I, that doesn't, in
my view that doesn't lessen the, you know, intggyfthis accomplishments, you know. | don't
care what the motive is. A lot of people couldéawne a lot of different things with that same
position, but he did a great deal for Maine's fetuAnd, you know, since Ed Muskie there hasn't
been any, there haven't been any public figuréssoftature operating on Maine's behalf. He
was, he's a good model for anybody who wants tdouoffice from Maine. But-

JR: Did you know, did he have many critics amongrigournalists?

JC: Oh, I don't know, well, you know, some Mainerjoalists just have to be Republicans, so
they were critics in the sense that they don't wasee federal intervention in any, they say they
don't. So, you know, their dogma was, you knowss liederal regulation. But no, | don't think
anyone, they didn't ever criticize him as an indiisl, only as a leader of a philosophy of
government that they oppose, or say they oppdsendt sure they do. You know, if the feds
come along and say, oh we're going to give alptgger companies in Maine a fifty percent tax
break, you wouldn't find those guys very criticafederal intervention. But that's always been
the Republican criticism about the Democrats i lof classic philosophical sense, is that the
Democrats spend too much public money on behdtieopublic as opposed to the Republicans
who spend public money on behalf of business.

But, | don't know any, | never read anything catiof Ed Muskie as an individual. You know,
I've read a lot of stuff. I've read a lot of caversial interpretations of a famous snowy day in
New Hampshire, about why he broke down. And | retadf here and there in different
biographies and different magazine pieces aboutehiper, but | never, ever, the whole time, all
those years, | never ever experienced that tempever saw even the slightest indication that
he might lose his temper. But | guess it had tthieee because | read about it a lot, but it never
surfaced in any of our -

End of Sde B, Tape One
SdeA, Tape Two

JR: We're on Tape two, Side A, of the interviewhndbhn Cole. And, well along that vein,
what | was asking about with his critics, I've reladt John Gould, of the Lisbon Enterprise, that
he was, he hated Muskie, | think | heard that.

JC: Well, John Gould, John, I like John, | mear, leey, John Gould didn't like any Democrats.
I mean, you know, if Joan of Arc had been a Deiaiolee would have found something snotty
to say about her. John Gould, he adopted thatipasany ways. But | mean, he felt that his
constituency readership of Hissbon Enterprise had to be conservative Republican, | mean
that's who he was writing for. And he was writihg, was satirizing all government and, | don't



think, but I'm never sure whether John was serwust. He's kind of a bright, cranky guy;

very funny man. But thEnterprise didn't last that long anyway. | don't think it desit through
the year, maybe two, but not more than two. It fuasled by, you know, by the conservative
Republicans, the business owners who, you know, ghiea couple of thousand dollars here and
there, you know, give John the money to run itwdsn't making any money as a publication, it
wasn't self-sustaining. There was never enougbkréiding. It was kind of an odd paper. But
I'm sure Johnny’s in his nineties, now | got a roden him not long ago, | reviewed his book, he
sent me a note, it said, “Thanks.” But | think dpifiyou pinned him down about Muskie as a
person, as an individual, as a man, John Goulddvoave said, “You know, he's okay.” | think
he picked on him as a Democrat.

Yeah, | mean, you know, John Gould was right ardined | mean Muskie broke the mold as far
as the Democratic Party in Maine was concerned. hddn't been for him, the you know, the
Republicans would, at least in their eyes, the Rbgans would be in charge.

JR: Okay. I guess beyond that, just to kind ofeense from you, like I've read, | see your
book Striperthere, and how it actually had an influence onaaatorium on bass fishing, with |
think Senatorrfame) McCaffey?

JC: No, not really, she's an airhead.

JR: Allright, I just wanted to get, just a generapression from you of how you think your
work as a journalist, or like just how journalismgeneral, like influences government and also
public opinion3dC: Oh well, | think it depends on how perceptivg gournalist is about the
issues affecting the future. In other words, hkhihat a good journalist has to be able to define
the issues that are about to happen, so that tiigep@ho read the publication can comprehend
what needs to be done. | don't think, | think, ¥oow, one of the aspects of journalism is to
report on the explosion at the herring factory gegdy, you know. But the important thing
about that story outside of the, you know, the dgematcetera, is why did it happen, you know,
what needs to be done to prevent it. The Kenngbetransformed from one of the richest
rivers on the planet, in terms of the marine lifattoccupied each cubic foot, to one of the worst
rivers in America, and absolute, no marine lif@ao¥ kind, it was dead. Not even the most
stubborn, primitive stuff could live there. Buttrhappened right under the noses of so-called
journalists. A newspaper's supposed to report cat'shappening. Ninety percent of them
didn't see it, ninety percent of them were so kihdwept away by the idea that the paper
companies were paying people, you know, ten doflarkour or whatever the hell it was, you
know, the high wages, that they, and cities likg®éata pouring their shit in the river, nobody, a
good journalist would have seen that and would lhwaght, would have been able to define
that issue so the readers of that publication wstded that this might not be in their long term
best interests.

A good journalist anticipates and defines the issoethe reader. You know, tiNew York
Times is a good newspaper because it perceives thesissua national and international level,
and it defines those issues so clearly that theéersaincluding guys in Congress, know what
needs to be done to correct it. They don't alvaayd, but at least they've been shown what
needs to be done that will affect the future. Athdt's what good journalism is about as far as



I'm concerned.

And that's what we tried to do sliaine Times, was to define the issues that affected the fuifire
Maine so that the people in the legislature andamuitld know what needed to be done. You
know, we covered the news, but we didn't cover nraaoyders and we didn't cover, you know,
disasters. Too much journalism is, you know, yelstg's facts as opposed to tomorrow's
necessity. And I've had a lot of arguments witbgbe about opinionated journalism. And what
I've always said was, you know, all, all reportiagubjective, and there's no such thing as a
piece of reporting that doesn't have opinion iyatl know. We have a line that defines so-
called objective journalismufqintelligible phrase) and | would say, well, you could say there are
0-0 trees in Russia, you know, just fill in thertaonce you count those trees, and that's
objective journalism. But it really doesn't tefiydody anything, you know, it's just a fact. You
need the facts to certify opinion, and that's why ave to do the reporting, you got to be in the
place, you got to listen to what people are sayog,got to do your research. But you should
also write so that you provoke people into thinkipgu give them enough information so that
they can think clearly about the issue at handremdto, how it might best be resolved.

And you don't find much reporting like that, youdkm shit, | read th€ortland Press Herald

now and I'm thinking, man, | read this newspapsitilllread a lot of newspapers cover to cover,
I'm reading this newspaper, what do | know aboutl®&ud, what do | know, what have | learned
about Maine? Not a hell of a lot most of the tinW¢hat have | learned about the issues
affecting Maine? Zip, most of the time. You kndihwey're reporting after the fact. And they
say, oh well, Angus may veto the fingerprintind.blVhat the hell does that mean, | mean
what's important about, why is the fingerprintinth dontroversial, you know, etcetera, etcetera.
That's what, good journalism should define thatiésfor the reader so that they know what, the
basic value systems involved, you know, what threy and what their choices are. And
nobody's ever interviewed Angus thoughtfully abloistpig headed support of that bill, you
know. Why? Why is Angus so locked into fingerpingt? He's one stubborn sonofabitch when
it comes to, you know, these kinds of things. 8hy not spend a couple hours with him and try
and find out, what is it in his life, what is it ns experience that makes him so stubborn about
this one issue. But, you know, they don't do thath these days. There are not many
thoughtful publications. You know, people objectheTimes because it's big and it's rich and
it's Democratic, but goddammit ti@mes is good journalism in the sense that they do ectre
issues.

So, | don't see much of that going on. | certaddyn't see any at tieress Herald now, and the
Press Herald is Maine's biggest daily paper and it shits, dral'$ primarily because Frank
Blethen has just crucified the staff there. | krfowa fact that eighteen good people have quit
there in the last year and a half. | don't knoww lilee hell they're getting the paper out now. |
look at it, I count the number of locally generastories, put them up against the wire services
or the syndicated pieces, there are very few Ipiggles. And there's nobody at the State House,
you know, so. Good journalism is journalism thdirkes the issues that affect the future of the
town, of the village, of the county, of the staiéthe country, you know, whatever scale you
want to put it on. You don't get that on the Intdr Everybody says, what you get on the
Internet is baseball scores, if you're interesyed, know, and the results of the U.S. Open. Or
the vote count on the bill to, you know, lend Rassioney. But you don't get any, you don't get



what | call information, you don't get anything dik net that allows you to define the issue in
your own mind.

But, so you know, in that sense I'm proudviEine Times. We did that, that was/aine Times

was a reflection of those concerns of mine. Wattdo define the issues. And people say that |
was opinionated and that | was a radical. You kreot of guys in the Maine legislature would
stand up and call me a Communist, as if they kiyewr,know, what a Communist is. But, but
we did get, we got people thinking about the issudsd so, right or wrong, | think that we were
successful at least in reflecting my values, mynalis-, | mean my definition of journalist, and

| didn't give a shit if people complained. Whatds concerned about was how, who was
readingMaine Times, and how they were responding. And so it turnactioat they responded,
they responded, negatively or positively, | didate about that. | didn't, you know, | didn't
mind the letters that were upset with what we wrdthat meant they were thinking about it.
That was the whole point. And it was, you knoverthwas enough interest in the paper to allow
it to sustain on its own; it made money. Not d bkh lot, but it was self-supporting and
generated its own income, it generated its own féeld that's how, you know, that's another
definition of what journalism should do. You knoygu should be provocative enough to
sustain the publication so that you don't haveotogt and keep borrowing money to keep it

going.

| read a piece iifhe New Yorker yesterday about New York journalism, written bgrte), he's

a very good reporter. Those guys, they're borrowkegfifteen, twenty, twenty-five, thirty-two
million dollars to finance a publication, you knoan the Internet that was supposed to give
people information. But it didn't work. Of counselidn't work. First of all, they weren't giving
them anything really important, they weren't hegpthem think. They were just giving them
facts about who was borrowing this amount of moarey, | don't know, so-called business
publication. Thirty-two million dollars, just goneAnd Peter and | startédaine Times for

thirty thousand dollars, and we borrowed anothietytlor forty. And we started making money
in our second year, and we made money up until Bddgrgan bought it, stupidigintelligible
word), so he started throwing money at it thinkingeeded to be improved, hired that dickhead
who'’s the editor at th&lobe now, Matt Storm, paid him a hundred and twentyfikousand
dollars a year to head iMaine Times for Christ's sake? That was our total budgetd,Amu
know, all of a sudden, for the first tinhdaine Times was losing money, and readers. | mean,
that's what happens. Dodge, he's an engineemdiess editor. He made his money off of fuzz
busters.

JR: What's that in the jargon?

JC: You know, radar in the car.

JR: Oh, okay. Oh, yeah, yeah.

JC: But that's okayMaine Times may be coming back now. I'm not sure, have td armqdl

see. But it's still going. It's a little timichdaugh. There isn't any really outspoken newspiper
Maine. The best newspaper in Maine now may bééagston Sun-Journal.



JR: You think?

JC: Yeah. |Ithink Mark Mogensen, he's a good editeey're putting some effort into their
reporting. | think, yeah. | don't really see thany good weeklies arounéalmouth

Forecaster's not too bad. Small, but still, pays a lot déation to the community, does try to
outline the issues. Does that answer that quéstion

JR: Quite well, yeah. | think I'm just about don@ne, | would say one question to ask would
be, do you know of anyone else that you think wghhwant to interview, to get like, you know,
either from the journalism world or otherwise, thatuld be able to give a perspective on Ed
Muskie and Maine in general?

JC: Oh. No, I don't know, Don Hansen, is he stille?

JR: | think we've interviewed him.

JC: Yeah. And Peter Cox?

JR: Yeah, we've interviewed him, yeah, we got him.

JC: Well those are the two guys that | know of.oT@ad Gary's not still alive; he'd be a great
interview.

JR:  Gary?
JC: Gary Marrow.
JR: Oh, yeah.

JC: He had a love-hate thing with Ed Muskie goioig, in the end he really liked him, and
they were friends. No, | can't think of anyone.

JR: That's right, Gary had calls with him about, M&iskie's position on Vietnam, right?

JC:. Yeah. But no, you know, | mean, there aremany guys, we're getting old. There are
not that many guys around.

JR: Yeah. All right, well thank you very much fooyr time.

JC: Well, yeah, hey- | wish | could be more speci#bout some of the dates, but -

JR: No, that's all right, | mean, you had plentydefail in your stories so that's what we go for.
End of interview
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