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Biographical Note

Edgar Atherton Comee was born on April 2, 1917 iarBwick, Maine. His parents were from
the Saugus, Massachusetts area. His father wahigfeengineer and later the general manager
of Pejepscot Paper Company. His mother was a hakemEdgar was the oldest of three. His
father was a Universalist and both of his parersevgtaunch Republicans. He attended Bath
Street School and Brunswick High School where laelgated in 1934. He then attended Tufts
University. After graduating he taught for one ygaWarren, Maine and for one year in
Brunswick, Maine. He was in the Naval Reserve fiday 26, 1941 until 1945. He worked for
the Portland Press Herald. He was then a CaptdhreiNaval Reserve from 1950-1953 when he
served in Korea. In 1959 he received a fellowsbiperve under Charles de Gaulle in the new
government in France. He was an editorial writemf 1960-1961. In 1961, he worked in the
State Department in Washington. He worked in tHe®©of News, the Bureau of Public

Affairs, and as press liaison for visiting headstate.

Scope and Content Note
Interview includes discussions of: Maine LegislattiP46-1949; meeting Muskie; 1954 Maine
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Transcript
Jeremy Robitaille:  The date is May 30th, 2001. We’'re at the hofmedgar Comee at 161
Merepoint Road in Brunswick, Maine. Interviewirsgderemy Robitaille. And Ed, if you could

start out, would you please state your full name spell it?

Edgar Comee: First name is Edgar, E-D-G-A-R, middle initialfér Atherton, which is A-T-
H-E-R-T-O-N, Comee, C-O-M-E-E. M as in Mary, twsE

JR: Thanks, and what was your date and place diDirt

EC: Brunswick, Maine, April 2nd, 1917. But | think nmyother and father fudged the date.
My mother and the doctor fudged the date so thatuldn’t be a April fool, which has nothing
to do with the case, but.

JR: And what were your parents’ names?

EC: My father was Edgar Randolph Comee, and my matiasrConstance Atherton Comee.

JR: And where was your father from originally?

EC: Originally from Massachusetts, Somerville, Cliftiahe, which | think was an area of
Saugus.

JR: And how about your mother?



EC:. Same thing, Saugus, Massachusetts.

JR: So how did they end up coming up to Brunswick?

EC: He had just graduated from Tufts as a civil enginand interviewed for a job at the
Pejepscot Paper Company and very short-, and wed immediately in a very short period as
chief engineer. And when he retired in his sixtiesvas general manager of Pejepscot Paper
Company, which is now occupied by a restaurantadficks, other things.

JR: And how about your mother, what did she do?

EC: What did she do?

JR: Yeah.

EC: She was a homemaker, as they say.

JR: And how many children were you?

EC: Two, three, I'm sorry, | have two sisters.

JR: And where were you, were you the youngest dthénmiddle?

EC: | am the oldest.

JR: Okay, great. And what can you tell me aboutryfamily’s, like, religious beliefs?

EC: What's my family’s beliefs?

JR: Like your parents belief?

EC: Church was, my father attended the Universalisir€in which is about as liberal as you
can get and still be a Protestant. And somermiibed off on me but not much. You might call
me, I'm fishing for a word, but | essentially haery little religious upbringing. I'm a little
curious about these questions, but | don’t mindvansig them. But | don’t know about their
relevance.

JR: We’'re building up, we’re building up.

EC: Go ahead.

JR: How about politically, how were your parents?

EC: They were Republicans. One hundred percent. dthef considered, somewhat jesting,
that Franklin Roosevelt was not much better thaalfditler, and my mother would say,



“Randolph, don’t be ridiculous.” But wasn’t thaadh He did not approve when he found out
that | had voted for Roosevelt.

JR: Okay -

EC: So |l was a child of the Depression, and the Dajadurned me into a Democrat very
quickly.

JR: Really, how so?

EC: Here was a president who was willing to act, tsee steps rather than assume that the
system was going to correct itself. Presidentuéoopretty good man but not ready for the
times, speaking of Hoover that is.

JR: And were your parents very active in the commtyutike politically speaking?

EC: My father was active in a lot of public servicadhobs, worked around Brunswick, he
was on the school board one time, he was chairrhte @lanning board. He served for many
years on the sewer district, and was a chairmamwdseinto that, he was once, | guess the
Brunswick Chamber of Commerce had a “Man of the'yaaard which was given to him, yes.
My mother took no part in this. As | said, she wadsomemaker.

JR: What can you -?
EC: She was a very amusing woman, but she didn'trget(unintelligible word).

JR: You mentioned that you grew up in the Deprassi?/hat recollections do you have of
Brunswick growing up, like during the Depressionatso just like -?

EC: Well, my father was chairman, treasurer rathed,\@arked with (inintelligible word) the
Brunswick Emergency Relief Association, and | siggpthat’'s a forerunner of United Way. But,
| can remember people coming to the house, poaresd the poor people in Brunswick, to
receive donations, to get money from him | presume.

Other than that I, as a school child | was conscibat many of my school buddies were in
poverty or next to it, but we got along very wélhere was no class distinctions among the kids,
which is common in children I think, just as it wiagn with us. The so-called landing, or what
is now Water Street, was then Water Street, dovan the river was considered the poor area of
town. And now and then you heard the phrase ‘lapptums’ from people, from kids who
should have known better than to use it.

Also there was a, sort of a dichotomy between tlea¢h Canadian population of Brunswick
which was centered on the Cabot Textile Mill. Ahdre were some to a lesser extent on the
paper mill, and the Anglo end of the town, of whibk college would be the tip of the iceberg
sort of people there. But again, with my acquaioés, some of my best playmates, buddies,
were French Canadian kidsUr(intelligible word) | learned to swear in French before I learned



in English. But there was some, because Mainerto$ regarded as less high than the rest of
the country during prosperous times, it therefas less distance to fall when the bad times
come. But, go ahead, ask me another question.

JR: You were talking about like ethnic tension®ltketween Franco Americans and Anglos.

EC: Well, they would speak of Frenchtown, which wasaeer fairly close to the river, and |
lived, my home was on the edge of it, which is wigpt to know so many French kids. My best
friend was a guy named Jacquean(e), or (hame) as they call it, as some call it. But | don’t
know that | would call it tension. We never fougitever did any gang stuff. It was pretty
democratic, liberally democratic way of gettingrado Modus vivendi, in Latin, it worked.

JR: Were the Franco Americans predominantly thesavieo worked in the mills?

EC: Yes, there was, rather late in the game a Dr. il@arame to Brunswick. | don’t know
whether he came from Canada or not, but he bedaendoictor for the French Canadian element.
At that time there weren’t more than three or fdoctors in the whole community. | forget

what your question was that led me to make that -

JR: Oh, I was just asking if the Franco Americargevpredominantly the ones who worked
in the mills.

EC: Yeah, yes, or it was LaBelle’s candy store anccieam parlor; Louis LeClair and
Gervais, which was a clothing store. There wereesspecial people that did this, but not many.
And of course there was a level of French Canaaianagement, the foremen and whatnot who
lived better than the people in the tenements.rdhwere tenements owned by the mill, which
survive as historical artifacts of the mill.

JR: Okay, what recollections do you have of Brurtkwgommunity politics and like
prominent figures, like people you remember?

EC: (Unintelligible phrase).
JR: Like local politics.

EC: Brunswick was run by selectmen at that time, wh&as growing up. The town meeting
was what you’'d expect, very well attended. | doaihember to what extent the Franco element
participated, but they were certainly free to. haligh the town was run by | guess a
(unintelligible word) Anglo element again. | don’t want to make toocimof that, but that can

be a pejorative word, and that's not the way | mieéan

But the agenda for the annual town meeting wasaigtun fact established by the so-called
committee of eight, which was presumably a repriesgime body, | don’t remember how they
were appointed or by whom. But they would setahiles for the town meeting and the town
would be presided, the meeting would be presided by one Ed Weir, the attorney for the
Maine Central Railroad, one time candidate for gowg so it was pretty much an establishment



operation. But Brunswick was always Democratitabdy would vote Democratic in any
election. Of course, the selectmen were not vatede not elected in that manner, they were
elected independently.

JR: Great. What can you tell me about Louis Labbe?

EC: Louis Labbe?

JR: Yeah.

EC: Nothing, because | don't identify -

JR: No? Okay, because | was told he was a pdlifigare in the 1950s here in Brunswick.

EC: That could be. | was not here. There are plehtyabbes around now, the big
construction, heavy construction, Ray Labbe & Samatever, | know them well.

JR: Okay. Do you recall Harry Schulman?
EC: I certainly do.

JR: What can you tell me about him?

EC: He came out of Lewiston, | think.

JR: Really?

EC: He was Jewish, he was a cripple and he alwaysedalkth a heavy limp, and a very
jovial, outgoing guy. And he was Brunswick corresgent for thePortland Press Herald, and
later selectman, and a big wheel in the Brunswieké& District. A very public-spirited guy.
Married a French Canadian woman. The works oBtlumswick Water District are named after
Harry Schulman. He was a photographer, a corresgunvery fond of my father | might say.
And everybody liked Harry, and everybody knew he i@wish but there was no, there wasn’t
whatever on that score. He was a, | don’t know haveh education he had, but he was one of
Brunswick’s finest citizens, to sum it up. Andréw him very well, both as a Brunswick boy
and as a colleague and a, | worked onRitess Herald (unintelligible phrase).

JR: How about Henry Benoit?

EC: Henry, well, you can get into an argument abowt tmpronounce it, he called it Henry
Benoit, | knew him slightly, never well enough talcdim Henry. He wasn’'t a Brunswick man,
he came out of Biddeford but I'm not certain abitnatt, he was the founder of the Benoit
clothing, not really a chain although he had thee®our stores around Maine. And he was
certainly affluent. 1 know his daughter, Maria H&n whose husband just died. But | have no
sense of him as a man, or what contribution he naag made. | knew he was a fine,
upstanding guy, very successful, progressive matchBhat’s what | know about Henry Benoit.



JR: Okay. How about Charles Lowery?
EC: In Brunswick?
JR: Yeah, | was told he was an active Democragrtehis wife. Perhaps not.

EC: Ithink, | don’'t remember that name. Again, lezffively left town after WWII and | was
living in Portland and I lost touch with who’s wioBrunswick.

JR: Okay, well now let’s backtrack a little. Wetdlk a little bit more about you. What can
you tell me about your experience in the school?

EC: Say itagain?

JR: What can you tell me about your experience insttteool, like where did you go to
elementary school?

EC: | began my education at the Bath Street Scimaol, occupied by Bowdoin College, at the
age of five. Graduated from Brunswick High Schiodhe class of 1934. Went to Tufts, |
wanted to get out of town, | might have gone to Boim, but | wanted to leave town. My father
was a Tufts graduate. What can | say about myagohun®? It seems to have worked. Yes, but
then | was also a teacher briefly for two yearsveen, after | got out of college | taught for a
year in Warren. Three student, three teachers yiar they had indoor plumbing, nine hundred
dollar salary. Second year | taught in Brunswimkthe munificent sum of, could it have been
twenty-five hundred, | don’t think it was that higlonly one year. In Warren | taught, having
majored in English, | taught American history, vebhiistory, civics, problems of democracy,
biology and free-hand drawing. | don’t know whzatttells you about me.

JR: Kind of a jack of all trades.
EC: Exactly.
JR: So what did you do after your teaching?

EC: I left Brunswick High School three or four weelkeftre school closed in order to go to
the Navy school for Budding Hawks and | got me mussion as an ensign in the Naval
Reserve, but strictly on my education. | had aming as a military officer, and that’s what that
summer school in the Boston Navy Yard was aboutd & 1941 | went to join that school on
the twenty-, | entered the service on the 26th afyMvhich was an anniversary just last
Saturday, and never went back actually, or neveke&bas a civilian. They told us if we come
to this summer school you can to back, get a jabthey changed their minds. They said, “Yes,
you can go back, but we’ll call you right back heand so effectively | was on active duty in
the Navy six months before Pearl Harbor.

JR: How long did you serve in the military?



EC: I served from the 26th of May 1941 to November stinimg-or-other 1945.
JR: Oh, wow.

EC: I, mostly | was a captain of a mine-sweeper, adid some other stuff but that's
effectively what | did, was operate a mine-sweeper.

JR: And what is that exactly, I'm not sure, can yell me about what it was?
EC: Well, a mine is an explosive device.
JR: Yeah, yeah, right, | know what a mine is, yeah.

EC: And a mine-sweeper is designed to either destroyeliminate it or neutralize it before it
can damage other shipping. So, actually | wasatapif three, one after the other, but that's
what | did during WWII.

JR: Okay, and where did you do this, where were?you

EC: Well |, actually the first ship | was on was builtMaine, a little ninety-seven foot

wooden ship built in South Bristol. And | was orfdtee captains at the time that we took it to
Jacksonville, Florida. And the only mines that €éeencountered were laid by the Germans in
the approaches to Jacksonville, Florida, the podaoksonville, and we found those mines the
following day, on August 21st, 1942, blew them ufpcan be nerve-wracking, | can tell you

that. And that's the only active experience | ath mines. The second ship, | was part of a
fleet that swept the approaches to the port of Mevk. And the third ship, well | mostly did
escort. | was the defense ship of the sea- goiipg ssteel ships, escort, enemy submarine patrol
in the Atlantic, and ended up in 1945 transferitrtg the Soviet Union navy. That was that.
That's more than you want to know of the military.

JR: No, no, this was all great. So after the ssrwvhere did you go from there?

EC: |Ijoined thePress Herald as a reporter for the great sum of twenty-fivdaidsla week.

And if you can believe it, the G.I. Bill of Rightmiled me out to some extent so that | got my,
my real wage was forty dollars a week. And s@yest with the, | think of myself as a journalist
still, so | stayed with th€ress Herald until 1950 when | was called back into the Navytloy
Korean. | was in the Reserve, captain in the Resémas called back into the Navy, sent to
Buffalo, New York, so there was an interruptiomof journalistic career. | had about three
years of that. | came back, continued reporting, lzecame an editorial writer. In 1960 | left, |
was chief editorial writer at that time. Editorgge director, whatever that means. So | left the
newspaper business and went to work in Washingtong State Department, with a good deal
of help from Senator Muskie’s office, which reatheant Don Nicoll.

JR: Right, yeah, tell me about that, like what éyawhat were you going to be doing down in
Washington?



EC: Iwas sent to the office of news, which is, wad p&the Bureau of Public Affairs, and it
was the office that had daily contact with the Wiagton press covering the State Department
and foreign affairs. And every noon there wasiefing and a spokesman, a State Department
spokesman at the time, or the assembled multitidad! and others like me were helping in
that respect. Answering the phone, and see whpevatever came over the transom in the way
of a query we answered as best we could. | alsoglthat, as part of that, got to be the press
liaison. | worked as press liaison for visiting tea&f state that would come to see President
Kennedy. Then they’d take off on a trip arounddbantry and | or others like me would go

with them and sort of fending for them with the Amman press wherever they went.

JR: What heads of state do you remember -?
EC: Say itagain?
JR: What heads of state, what people in partiaddayou remember interacting with?

EC: Well, the president [Prime Minister] of Sudan [@ead Ibrahim Abboud], I traveled all
over the country with him. | had some dealingsragath, we weren’'t handshake buddies, but |
was one of the troops keeping the thing movinge president of Peru [Manuel Prado
Ugarteche, Ricardo Pio Perez Godoy, Fernando Be&atierry or Nicolas Lindley Lopez], the
president of Senegal [Leopold Sedan Senghor]. ntweeone of the, helped with one of
(unintelligible phrase) the head of Indonesia [President Sukarno] whoecemwWashington, but
not on a state visit, but. And we wennintelligible phrase) Andrews Air Force Base when he
came to see Kennedy about something.

JR: Great, and so you said that you had a lot f fiem Muskie’s office to get the job?

EC: 1had a lot of help from Muskie’s office, and irtk it was Don Nicoll, | guess it was
through their efforts that my application was, aqee at the Department of State and was
pressed by Muskie’s office. Actually, when | filyateported for duty the personnel officer let
me know that he thought she’d been pressured biklgsoffice. | just shrugged my shoulders.
I guess Don was on the phone now and then tottte Bepartment to see how it was coming.
For which I'm grateful. And | must say, | lateratiked Senator Muskie in person for his help,
and he said it was a pleasure to support someooemvah qualified. Apparently at that time he
was seeing, had been seeing, at that time youdhgelt tCongressional, the custom was that
Congressional approval for the appointment of drpaster. So every time a postmaster of
some little rinky-dink community, a postmasterst@me up, it would end up on Muskie’s desk,
whether they’re qualified or not. And | judgedttias why he said what he did to me. | took it
as a compliment but I think -

JR: Great. What impressions or recollections do lyave of Washington and the people there
during your time with information?

EC: Very favorable one. | thought it was a good toaumq | found the bureaucracy was
capable of making mistakes, but | was also awaktktie corporate world was capable of



making mistakes. | never have bought this nothat the government was any more inefficient
than a lot, if not most, corporations. They aNé#hings they want to hide, you know, that they
(unintelligible phrase) or just plain mistakes they make. That is wiiydught it was, in fact it
was a privilege to work with the quality of peopiat | encountered. Not that they were perfect
or ready for the celestial choir all of them, buas | said, | thought | was privileged to work hwit
people of that caliber for a good cause. | wasrnthe State Department per se all the time, |
worked at the AID, the Agency for International R&pment, which is a State Department
branch if you will, foreign economic assistanced #mat’s where I've done most of my work in
Washington. And they were under continuous asggutertain members of Congress, but it
wasn’t deserved. For a minute I'd forgotten, Iy@ adrift from the whatever your question
was.

JR: Well, I was just asking about your recolleci@f Washington, and further, like, what
specific people do you remember interacting with?

EC: Well, actually my career in Washington was beinglee staff of the Secretary of the
Treasury. When | was at AID | started to work ifeenry Fowler who was then President
Johnson’s treasury secretary. | was recommendetidgob so | went to work directly for a
Cabinet officer. | saw the secretary of the treagwery day, | mean we didn’t engage in
colloquia all the time, but | sat in on the sta#etings so |, working at a Cabinet level is very
instructive. And then when Nixon won in 1968 arfthtl to get scramble back into the Civil
Service, I'd been a so-called Schedule C, a paliappointment with the Secretary of the
Treasury. And so | went back into AID, protectsd bwould assume the service rule would be
vulnerable to political administration changes auijob. But then working in the State
Department, | saw quite a bit of Secretary of Sksan Rusk. Nothing intimate, but | was
present in the days when he was active. But measign you worked down in the mines with
the other peons, handling whatever came alongn’t #aow if that answers your question.

JR: Oh yeah, that was a pretty good job. So didfyrst meet Muskie while down in
Washington?

EC: Oh, no, I first met him, and | should say thattadf my knowledge of Ed Muskie is not
secondhand, but indirect. | first shook his hanthe early fifties §ic] [forties] when he was
Democratic floor leader in the Maine House. I'mesbie didn’t know who the hell | was, a face
in the crowd if you will, but that was my first gipse of him. And | must say | was most
impressed to see this guy who stood out, not ilgllighted way, but in a, | could say a home-
made way, a common touch way. He had the commarhi@nd it showed that he was very,
what'’s the word, he was a good speaker even thee s voice, while low key and a little
gravelly, would have told you that behind it alkisightly coiled spring, which he could activate
if he felt like it. So, and | must say the prestha time realized that the state was onto
something with this guy. He was not your usual inenof the legislature, not the usual
politician. They knew he was a comer, the preds tisuspect some of that praise, some of that
favorable view of him may have slopped over intaive wrote. That was my first brush, if
you will, with the man.

JR: And then, but you did have direct contact vitim while in Washington.



EC: Not often.
JR: No, okay.

EC: Not often. Actually almost none. | hate to brihgut because, but | will. The principal
contact | had with him in Washington was sociahiat if it's a hot Washington summer. And
Frank Hussey, Aroostook County potato expert whe thian in the Department of Agriculture,
Maury Williams, Maurice Williams who had been Muslki finance officer when he was
governor, and the senator and | formed a boatingy.p&aury Williams had a nice power boat
which he kept on thaufintelligible word) River and, | don’t know who put it together bugw
there was a custom then of orchestra concertsptecca on the Potomac River and all of these
Watergate events, the Watergate apartments and§stgeevents took their name. And right on
the riverbank they’'d be playing, on the steps ahdtever. And we would, took Maury

Williams’ boat to go and anchor off the Watergatd¢ar the concert.

But there was some liquor on board, courtesy ohltdussey who was very heavy handed with
drink, and | must say that Ed Muskie certainly heglshare. And on the way up to the concert,
he took his, more interest than he should havkerctutch that operated the boat engine, and
was duly reprimanded. He actually took out a gedriacould have ruined the engine, yet he
didn’t. Maury sort of remonstrated with him. B further than when, we got to the
Watergate, we cooked our steak, we had some mioesgdsome more than others, and then
Muskie announced that he was going to drive the kack to where it belonged. But it was
generally deemed he shouldn’t do that, but he Sé¥é]l I'm going to do it,” and grabbed the
key out of the ignition of the boat, put it in lpecket, said, well | don’t remember what he said.

But to make a long story short, the three of usstled the junior senator from Maine to the deck
and sat on him while we took the key away from hi#émd I, much the soberest of the lot, |

took, 1 did a lot of, | was a marine type, | tolduy | took this boat back to where it belonged.
And seeing the junior senator from Maine retir@ tworner of the cockpit, and pouted, didn’t say
a word, all the way back to the marina and walkstbee without a word to anybody. That's the
end of it. That shows, | never held that agaimst, but it shows his humanity. He had his holes
in his armor like all the rest of us. And whenelvsaw him later, you know, which wasn't often,
it never came up. | certainly never mentionedéither did he. And so that wasntelligible
word) | worked one end of town, he worked at the othad my station wasn’t such that | would
normally have been in contact with him.

JR: But what were your impressions of his influenc®/ashington?

EC: Well, very considerable. | can’t, | mean his netim Congress was very strong. And his
environmental legislation remains monumental. Heildl have made a good president, | think.

| have another anecdote. Nothing to do with herabter or anything else. But he had the
summer place, either Ogunqustd Kennebunk], | think it was Ogunquit or down thatyyor
York, whatever. And lo and behold, somebody cowgthe press camera TV had a picture of
him going swimming in the ocean, which well dis@dywhat had become an ample stomach.



And somebody, | don’t know who, | can’t rememberowtvondered if the United States was
ready for a pear shaped president. Nothing toitlotlve senator, that’s just some smart guy in
the pressunintelligible phrase).

JR: If you could wait just a second, I'm going tpfthe tape over.
EC: Are you getting what you want?

JR: Oh yeah, oh yeah, definitely, this is exactlyatvwe want, this is very much what we
want.

End of Sde A
SdeB

JR: This is side two of the interview with Edgarr@ee, and Ed, we were just talking about
Muskie and you had a personal recollection of hibe. you have any more to add as far as
anecdotes or impressions?

EC: He was very punster. The only example | rememizerin a news conference in his
office when he was governor and something cameboptavhat a certain boat owner, a yacht
owner, should do. I've lost contact, the contexit, Muskie said, “I think he yacht to do it.”
That was typical Muskie pun. Absolutely irrelevamterms of his politics. Of course, as | said
at the beginning, most of my recollections of Eddkie were not in direct contact with him. |
saw him again when he was running for senatorasietime and he came through Brunswick. |
was then doing a half time retirement job on therBwick, at the Brunswick paper, but that's
the last time | saw him. | can’t remember any ofiersonal contacts.

We, on the editorial pages of tRertland Press Herald we said all kinds of good things about
him. We did take him on, successfully, on an apymént of a municipal judge, which wasn’t a
very good appointment and probably was politicedi\ated to his political debts, if you will, or
political friendships. | can’t even remember tlz@ne of the man who he appointed to be a
municipal judge in Portland, but on the editoriagp we didn’t think the guy was qualified. |
didn’t write the editorial, but that's what was @onAnd he backed off and appointed instead a
man who | knew well and whose name | can’t callwpo later became a judge and a towering
figure on the Maine Supreme Court, so we were rsplelased having done that to Governor
Muskie. But by and large we approved his, whatvae doing, what he stood for.

But we never could get the publisher of the Podlpaper, who was then Jean Gannett
Williams, daughter of the founder, Guy Gannetienolorse Muskie. We tried but there was
some, not all the editors on the paper agreed, thirtk there was a consensus that Jean was not
doing, and | was not present but someone, | washipla participant who was there on a later
occasion, he said, “Jean, why won't you endorsdf® Isad said she admired him, she enjoyed
his company, ynintelligible word) and all that. “Jean, why won’'t you endorse Edskle?” And
Jean said, “Because he’s a goddamn Demaocrat, thhyS And that’s just, that's an anecdote,
too. She certainly approved of him. The paperduten, has changed. They’re now fully, they
did a lot of endorsing all up and down the scaleictv| think is a good thing to do. That's,



doesn’t tell you much about Ed Muskie.

JR: No, that's all right. I'm actually kind of iatested in that. What do you thing attributes to
that shift where like years ago they weren’t enthgrgandidates, and now they do a lot more of
it. Do you have any -?

EC: | can’'t account forit. | certainly approve obcause it helps keep people informed,
either tells them what not to think. But | jusigr@ater awareness that that's good journalism, but
| can not account for it in local terms or any sfie€ nationally. I've been away from the game
quite a while. | haven't practiced journalism ®€r©960. | left Portland in ‘60, went to
Washington in ‘61.

JR: So how long were you in Washington, until?
EC: I left Washington in ‘74, | was there thirteen yea
JR: Okay, and what did you do after that?

EC: |retired early, and | have to say | didn’t do #mniyg very constructive for the public
good. | had played the retirement game, a grestafdravel principally.

JR: Okay -
EC: Notso say | don't take an interest in politics pe, but I'm not active.

JR: If we could kind of talk a little bit about yotime with thePortland Press Herald. Just
sort of, were you principally a political writerké editorial?

EC: No, I was all over the map. All over the map.akiemy boss at the time was Dwight
Sargent, who knew Muskie better than | did, andlyélae leader in saying so much, so many
good things about what he was doing. No, | was\ar the map. And actually, when | was
editorial page director, | was responsible fortden editorial pages a week. There was not
much staff, one or two at the most staff, and mes@ases not very good staff which is why | left
the paper. | could see that they were going tthatttime management was not serious about
running a serious editorial page. Again, I've I, I've drifted off the question you asked me.

JR: Oh, just -

EC: At my age memory is furtive.

JR: Just kind of, | was, | asked if you had beengipally a political writer and you just told

me that you were kind of all over the board. Wtaat you tell me about some of these people, a

bunch of Maine newspapermen. Lal Lemieux?

EC: Well, Lal Lemieux was a writer, political writeoif the Lewiston papers. And he was also
known as Lewiston’s largest dwarfs. | don’t kndwau've -



JR: I've never heard that, no.

EC: He was a short, little guy. As far as | knewtbek that kindly. 1 only knew him well
enough to call him by his first name and vice vevgadidn’t. But I, in 1959 | was, | won a
fellowship to go to France and serve the new gawernt with Charles De Gaulle and took a
leave of absence to do it. And the press boysuguata gave me a farewell dinner, and | think
Lal was probably there. And Governor Clauson cawes to shake my hand, great old guy.
That was @nintelligible word) contact with Lal, and that gag about him. Deahsomething
beeping?

JR: Yeah, it's making some noise. | think we'resat. Let me make sure, I'll stop it and play
back. Pause). Okay, so, and do you have any sense of, omanesssion of Lal's work as far as
like his politics?

EC: No, I never -

JR: Okay. How about Faunce Pendexter?

EC: Faunce Pendexter | barely knew. | can’t even yoivhat the association was.

JR: He also worked for the Lewiston -

EC: Was he?

JR: Yeah. I'm going to give you some -

EC: The principal guy I knew in Lewiston was Ed Penley

JR: Penley, okay, yeah.

EC: Who got my, who took my job in Portland when ItJeind bought my house. Yeah, he
was a dry humored, sarcastic man. Is he on yst# li

JR: Yeah, he was actually the next one | was gtorask.

EC: And a very adroit, | always thought, observerh& political scene, very. | thought
frankly he was, that he was better than the Lewigtaper, with all due respect, deserved.
(Unintelligible phrase) Ed Penley, pretty good analyst, just a littlejypdeced one way or
another, but a good man.

JR: How about Louis-Philippe Gagne?

EC: Don’t remember him.

JR: He, I think he was the founder or publisheled¥lessager.



EC: LeMessager, ah-hah, no, | didn’t know him. | remember th@@a I've been in his
office. Do you speak French?

JR:  Alittle bit.

EC: Yeah, you have a French name.

JR: Yeah, like most of my family does, but -
EC: France is my favorite country. That's a diversiet's get on with the thing.
JR: How about Faust Couture?

EC: Didn’'t know him.

JR: He was in radio with WCOU.

EC: No.

JR: How about F. Parker Hoy with WLAM?
EC: Ican'treally put him in perspective.

JR: No, okay. Don Hansen?

EC: Well Don Hansen | knew well, and he came in di@mPenley and for many years ran the
editorial pages. And whenever | would come to Mdimvould take a look at his page and |
always thought he did a very good job at it. lghtiget a dissent from other people, but my
impression, he was a good work-a-day, that thigkgdzoss.

JR: How about Peter Damborg?

EC: Ah, Pete Damborg | knew very well. He was ouiitpra! reporter in Augusta for a long
time. And |, what do | want to say, well he sdididn’t think he, Peter for all | know about him
he came from the league with Ed Penley when it dcantenchant, to political comment. And |
rather remember Pete, although he was a good freend, well, | don’t know quite what to say.
Going for the, these spectacular surface manifestabf what was going on rather than for meat
which lay below. That's a mixed metaphor | thigkit no, Pete and I, | knew his wife well, both
his first and second wife, he put me in touch wvaithnan who sold their boat in Friendship, good
man, | went to his funeral. He was an asset, y@akyas, it seems to me, my memory may be
playing me tricks on this one, he was very muchaaagement, he played up to management.
He would have nothing to do with the newspaperdytile newspaper union, which | was a
member of until | went on the editorial pages. Bdon't want to reprise on Pete Damborg, he
was a credit to the business.



JR: Do you know why he wouldn't join the guild, di¢ have -?

EC: I'm sorry?

JR: Do you know why Peter Damborg wouldn't join tlod, yeah, Peter Damborg, right.
EC: Why he wouldn’t join the guild?

JR: Yeah, yeah.

EC: Ithink he may have thought it was in his own $eférest not to, that’s the best | can, |
don’t want to be unkind to the dear departed.

JR: Of course, okay. What about Len Cohen?

EC: Len Cohen was one of my best friends on the pamel remained so after we both left.
First class reporterNew York Times, a kind of straightforward writer. He covered fard City
Hall as it's never been covered since, in my opinible knew more about, or as much about,
what was going forward in Portland politics as plediticians did. And sometimes they didn’t
know what they’d said until they read it the neaydvhat Len Cohen wrote. And covering the
legislature he was equally thorough. And | rememibb@articular, he wrote long, his stories
were, had long runovers for the inside pages, wisi¢ime. And Ernie Chard, who was then the
managing editor, tried to get Len to shorten ard didn’t work, and according to my
recollection Ernie would try to chop, to edit Lenl&n’s copy so that it was shorter than it had
been written. And he failed because the minute €bagan to edit the whole thing, no fault of
Chard’s, it came apart. Cohen was, his writing Wadt they used to say, all good writing
should have unity, coherence, and I've forgotten #nd emphasis, unity, coherence, and
emphasis we were taught. And Len Cohen had indGoean. He’s now deceased.

JR: Heis?

EC: [Iknew his, | knew both his wives. Good fellowttlé man, tiny little guy. Came from
upstate of Maine, graduated from Bowdoin, was RdtaB<appa and | never knew it, he never
told it, | read it in his obit.

JR: How about Bob Crocker, do you have any inforarét

EC: Yes, Bob Crocker was AP.

JR: Yeah.

EC: Have | got that right?

JR: Yes.

EC: And | knew Bob Crocker after he went to Washingaou took a job with the newspaper



bureau. First class, straightforward journeymaorker nothing flashy. You didn’t have time
on the AP to be flashy, because they have a deaeiary, well everybody does now but back
then the paper could have a deadline without betegped by television. No more, but he was
writing on deadline all the time because he hadvery good man. | can’t give a rounded
picture of many of these people, but it was pleagawork with him, very business like, down
to earth.

JR: Well that's one of the, you know, just a reeotion of these people is great. What about
Dave Eic Bill] Langzettel?

EC: Who?

JR: Dave [BIill] Langzettel?

EC: Dave? His name wasn’t Dave. He worked with, las an the AP. What was his first
name? Well | have only the highest praise for agwell. | wouldn’t say that about everybody
on the AP. But what the devil was is first naméwdsn't Dave.

JR: Itwasn’t Dave? Okay, that's what | have here.

EC: He had a brother who was, ran the Portland pliiqt, gilot boat. | can’t remember his
name either.

JR: What about Lorin Arnold?

EC: Ah, Doc Arnold.

JR: Doc, yeah.

EC: Bangor Daily News political reporter, very fine gentleman. He wesguently referred to

in the press as the dean of Maine political repsyt@hich a dean he was, he’d been at it longer
than anybody else. And toward the end what weyld wa’d say, “Good morning Dean,” and
he’d bow; a very low key, kind of a country genteem | had the highest opinion of him as well.
JR: How about Phil Johnson?

EC: |think he was television.

JR: Yeah, heunintelligible phrase).

EC: I knew him but not well.

JR: Jim Brunelle?

EC: Jim Brunelle I only knew when | came back to Maamel began to see his, he’d done,
he’d already done his editorial writing and wad pising his column. I've gotten to know him



since, and | think he’s much the best, the colutrmisst worth reading on the op-ed page of the
Press Herald as we speak. Yeah, good man, and a great, verguh researcher. Nothing but
praise for Jim Brunelle.

JR: Did you have any run-ins with John Gould?

EC: Oh, yes, on John Gould forever. Graduate of Bamdte got his start in journalism on
the local paper in Brunswick, in which he wrotesides playing reporter, he wrote the column
every week called “Jimlings in the Wave” which canfieom Lewis Carroll. All over the map,

but a very humorous writer, and | think humor, huous writing was his strong point. He was a
journalist somewhere in the middle, but | think h&ane and fame are linked with humor. My
first father-in-law and he were associated in ragrwith a daily, a weekly paper in Lisbon Falls
after the original owner died. My father-in-lawiame was Goud, G-O-U-D. That didn’t really
work. They fell out and that ended. But, no, J&would was one of the first class humorists.

JR: How about [ Edward D.] Rabbit Talberth?

EC: Rab Talberth was, covered the legislature and @&y earlier for the paper. And his
favorite ploy would be to go to one member of thg council, get him to say something
outrageous, and then he’d run to another membireatity council and say, Harry Libby says
so and so. He, because he built a story where gi@ve before that way, and | never thought it
was particular enlightening. And then he wenti® legislature and | have no memory of his
coverage, but | kind of suspect that it was ofgame order, more superficial than not, flashy
things that catch the eye but not so good on teEda Yeah, I'm really insulting the man at this
distance. He did get tangled up with some, invg\something about distribution of liquor in
Maine where he | think tried to tape a conversaiiotine back seat of a car without the
knowledge of the person he was talking to. And wt&enator, then Senator Fred Payne, came
in with a picture | don’'t remember. But Rab Tatbdrremember, my recollection is he came
out so tarnished from that, but that, listen, I'tlbave the details, | don’t want to slander the
man. He was a good colleague, very helpful inth&other staff of whom | was one young
reporter. Very helpful, tips about where to look §omething.

JR: Great. What about Floyd Nute?
EC: Floyd Nute | knew, but not well. | have no wayjudge his rating. Was he AP?
JR: UPI it says.

EC: UPI, yeah, okay. | used to have a boat and wad but this gang sailing, Len Cohen,
Floyd Nute, Bobrtame), (unintelligible phrase). Got any others there?

JR: Ohyeah, |-
EC: Idon’t know what this has got to do with the lagnator.

JR: Oh, we try to, we want to know about the sendiot we also want to know about like the



Maine landscape, too, at the time. Like, you knseweral, like newspapermen.
EC: Well, television has changed the whole thing. rdalism has changed.
JR: Tell me about that, what are your impressidns?o

EC: My impression of it is that television has fedca bottom line mentality. There’s forced
journalism in the format of entertainment and liess keeping people informed. | don't think,
with certain limited exceptions, notably tNew York Times, | do not see the/all Street Journal

or theWashington Post, | used to see theost. But not many papers these days in my opinion
that are giving the readers what they ought to laandebeing well, my definition of the
obligation of a newspaper is that readers shouldddeinformed. And I, thé&’ortland Press
Herald today plays a lot of the summaries called thel ‘f@@d stuff’, a little mawkish if you

will, all this recent business with Pearl Harbbtake nothing from the people who were at Pearl
Harbor and other veterans, but it was over-plagi@de pictures, layouts. And plenty of days
when thePress Herald has nothing on page one that adds to the basse&ilknowledge. But |
find theNew York Times rates high in that respect, although it, too, draswful lot of mush in it.
The news play and the news announcers on therielgale still take it very seriously. | think
even theNew York Times is over-written in some respects these days. tigutelevision put an
end to the evening papers, television put an emi@&adllines in the middle of the afternoon. We
used to be able to get a story in the evening papéate as three o’clock, but no more.
Television, that visual medium, does not, in mynog, give people what they need to know in
the, citizens of a repubilic.

JR: Great. Since like, probably since your dayghePortland Press Herald and, you know,
that compared with like your time after Washingtahat sense do you have of how politics has
changed in Maine? Like, what can you say to th&it®d of a broad question, but wherever you
want to take that.

EC: Well, | think Ed Muskie and Frank Coffin and otlieaders transformed Maine into a two
party state, with all the benefits thereof. | wabkere, but | mean Ken Curtis was a good
governor. | thought Jock whatever his name is.

JR: Oh, McKernan?

EC: McKernan was an adequate, | don’'t remember hisgdanything seriously bad. | didn’t
look for it, but | can tell you that. | think AnglKing has been a good governor, | know Angus
very well, he used to be, had been my lawyer attiome; sailed together. No, | think politics are
pretty, are generally a credit to the state. Aralré gets out front on some pretty progressive
stuff now and then, like lap computers or environtaklaw. | can’t think of any prime
examples, but that's my impression. And I, youwnbthink politics in Maine are far healthier
for being an active two-party system. | think tdmmits are sort of productive. | think
governmental financing of political campaigns oughbe the way of the future and probably
won’t be. It should be, it works in Europe, ino& of countries. Our political campaigns last
twenty-four months, and England does it in thiraysl That's another story. Yeah, | think
generally politics in Maine are in good shape.



JR: Great.

EC: That doesn’'t mean | have studied, that I'm pradgtinese days.

JR: Allright, do you have anything more to add afogour experiences, or about Muskie?
EC: Nothing probably that’s an absolute must. Nopm'tdguess | do.

JR: Okay, -

EC: | hope I've, | hope this has been worth, somethwvogth your while.

JR: Oh, this has definitely been worth our while.

EC: Didn’t feel constructive to me, that there ararsmy questions | would have said were
not relevant to the -

JR: Yeah, we like to get a well-rounded picturevbiat happened.

EC: Oh, | know what | was going to say, one thing hivim add about Muskie. When he was
in the legislature, when he was governor, when &g munning for the Senate, | think I'd like to
say that the question of religion never came ug Aere’s a guy who's middle name is the
name of half a dozen popes, Sixtus. The quesgwrmcame up, which is a credit to the state of
Maine, and a credit to the senator. | guess fipgd over when he got, went national and tried
to run for president and tianchester Union Leader got after him and all that. The only
remotely religious thing that | ever recall his is@y and he said that | guess when he was in the
presidential league and apropos, | guess it mu& bhaen abortion, when he said, “A woman is
God’s vessel.” Which is straight, | guess, straigitof the Vatican, which was fine with me.

So, he believed what he believed but it never camoeMaine politics. As | say, that's a credit

to the state of Maine and a credit to the senator.

JR: Great. And now I'll just ask, do you know afy@ne else that might be of use for us to
interview, like former newspaper people or oth&et {you can think of?

EC: Well, Dwight Sargent, you know who he was?
JR: Okay, he was on this list, | remember you nwered him at th&ortland Press Herald.

EC: Yeah, and he went from there to be curator oflNieenan Foundation at Harvard which,
you know about that.

JR: ldon't, actually.

EC. That's a foundation, which, well ten or a dozemrjalists, Americans and ten or a dozen
journalists from foreign countries, go to Harvaod & year and study anything they want to.



And the people who attend it are the cream of Acaerjournalism. And Dwight went from, |
don’t know which happened first, went from Portldndecome chief editorial writer for the old
New York Herald Tribune, great Republican, Whitney newspaper, whetherdhiate first or his
going to Harvard as curator of the Nieman Foundatame first, | don’t know. But he was, and
he was also the founder of the Lovejoy event, I'damow if you know about that, at Colby
College every year in the name of the larger paftshjah Parish] Lovejoy, who was a Colby
graduate and a Civil War time anti-slavery martyiose press was burned. And he was, | guess
he was killed in Alton, lllinois during the, righfter the Civil War. Anyway, in his name a
prominent journalist is brought to Colby each yeahe fall, gets an honorary degree, makes a
speech. Dwight started that. This is more thanry@ed to know about Dwight, but he knew
Muskie better than I, and he now lives in PelhaeywN ork, which isn’'t exactly convenient.

JR: Right, we never know. Anyone else that you ttemk of?
EC: No.

JR: Okay. Actually, if we could take a quick loakthat list, if any of them, | mentioned most
of these people but some at the bottom kind ofedfifrom them-

EC: Idon'tthink, well | see you got John Cole doward, Peter Cox, yeah. Red Cousins, he’s
long gone. Jeb Byrne | knew extremely well, he wad/ashington, too, working for some
department or other. No, that's a good list, I'tdmnk of anything else.

JR: Okay, so John Cole and Peter Cox, are thdyastiind?

EC: Yes, John Cole lives in Brunswick, Peter Cox isfao, Phippsburg or Georgetown
(unintelligible word).

JR: Okay, great.

EC: Oh, | know, another anecdote, | was not preserntwhen the subject of who was going
to run for governor in 1956, that’s the year he el@sted wasn't it?

JR: His first campaign would be ‘54.

EC: Fifty-four, all right. The incumbent governor wBarton M. Cross, colorless, endless
parade of Republican governors. | guess he whsistfor something in Hallowell, which in

itself is, | remember that. The scene is the Deatacconvention in Lewiston, and a conclave
with a smoke filled room if you will, at the HotBleWitt. The question, who in God’s name is
going to run against Burt Cross? And after tossirggind a few names, as | understand it, | was
not there, Ed Muskie said, “Oh hell, I'll run.” Arthe rest is history. He remade, with some
help, a political streak in the state. That sodrkshim, yeah. Okay, I'll quit.

JR: All set? Okay, great, thank you very much.

EC: Well, I hope it's helpful. I'm flattered of cowggo be asked.



JR: Aot of those anecdotes were really good, jastllike your impressions of him, too.

End of Interview
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