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Sengtor Edmund S,

MUSKIE

- Maine

FOR RELEASE

(202) 225.5344

From the SUBCOMMITTEE ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS

Committee on Government Operations FOR RELEASE:
Room 357, 01d Senate Office Bullding Noon
Washington, D. C. 20510 July 2, 1971

Contact: Richard Stewart -- (202) 833-3850

VIASHINGTON ~-- Senator Edmund S. Muskie (D-Me.) announced today
that his Subcommittee on Intergovernmental Relations will begin joint
hearings July 7 with the Subcommittee on Executive Reorganization on
legislation to create a White Houee office to co-ordinate the Federal
anti-drug abuse effort.

Senator Muskie said that the two Subcommittees will hear testi-
mony on $.1945, a bill he introduced May 26, and 8.2097, the Administra-
tion's drug bill.

Witneeses on July T will be Attorney General John Mitchell;
Secretary of I'ealth, Education and Welfare, Elliott Richardson; and
Deputy Secretary of Defense David Packard, appearing as & panel.

"The purpose of these hearings will be to determine the best
approach the Federal Government cen take for solving the drug problem,"
Senator Muskle sald.

"We are well aware of the frightening realities of the drug
problem:

~-=- The 1,000 bablee born each year in New York City as addicts,
helpless helrs to the terrible pein of thelr mothere'! habit.

-- Thousands of veterans exposed to heroin in Vietnam who
are now carrying a horrible curse home to their families in our towns.

-- More than 100,000 despondent and dissolutioned people whose
health and will and hope have been shattered beyond repair.

"We are also aware that the Government's response to this drug
plague has teen totally inadequate, that Federal programs and Federally
asgisted programs have reached less than two percent of the addicts in

America," Muskie continued.
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"It is my hope that out vf these hearings will come legis}étion
that will create the mechanism-for-shering yp the. national efrdrﬁ'.-.
againet drug abuse.. -Tha Congress-has no higher priority." et

Muskie said the-hearings will continve July 7, 8,9, 12, 14
and 15. Other_witnesses during the.Subcommitbees' hearimgs. will include
Doctor Jerome ,Jaffa;,«‘m;rector of -the Preaident's new emergeney office
to combat drug.abuse; Representative James-H. Scheuer” (D-N.Y.), o
introduced :i.:.gus in-the House; .and.offlclale concerned with the-~drug
problem at the-Federsdl, State and Ioceal lavels.
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