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Biographical Note

Kenneth M. Curtis was born in Curtis Corner (Leed&ine on February 8, 1931 to Harriet
[Turner] and Archie Curtis. His father was theHifieneration to run the family farm at Curtis
Corner. He was educated at the area schools,raddaged from Cony High School in Augusta,
Maine in 1949. He attended Maine Maritime Acadegraduating in 1952. He then enlisted in
the Navy, leaving in 1955 to attend law school@tlBnd University, known currently as the
University of Maine School of Law, and was admittedhe Maine Bar in 1958. He became
active in Jim Oliver’'s campaigns for Congress iB@d@and 1958, becoming campaign manager
in 1958, and congressional staff from 1958 to 19@@.then was appointed by President
Kennedy as coordinator of the Area Redevelopmerbéiation (ARA), charged with providing
development to depressed areas. In 1964, he r&ofayress against Stan Tupper, loosing by a
narrow margin. He was then appointed SecretaBtate in 1965, serving until 1966 when he
ran for Governor of Maine. He was elected, andesktwo terms. His major legislation
included the income tax and environmental legisfatiHe served as Chairman of the
Democratic National Committee from 1977 to 1978 ambassador to Canada from 1979 to
1981. At the time of interview, he practiced lawHortland, Maine.



Scope and Content Note

The interview discusses a number of topics, inclgdjrowing up in rural Maine; Cony High
School; the politics of rural Maine; Maine Maritildeademy; Curtis’s naval career; enrolling in
law school; getting involved in politics; workingrfJim Oliver; Jim Oliver’s change in political
parties; volunteering for the Maine Democratic antorking in Washington; his appointment
to the Area Redevelopment Administration (ARA) dnslwork there; Republican power in
Maine; the bias toward Democrats from the Repubscattempting to buy a house without a
down payment in the 1950s; the success of the AfSAwork with Muskie concerning

economic development; golf in Kennebunk; disagregmbetween Oliver and Muskie over
campaign funds; running for Congress in 1964; VilgPitts; Stan Tupper as an opponent;
becoming Secretary of State; role as Secretaryaté SGovernor’'s Council and Governor Reed;
creation of the Maine State Archives; success®fttthives; Democratic leadership; his
relationship with John Reed; running for Governgaiast John Reed; problems with Maine
state government when Curtis won the electiongssi the first campaign; Maine Action Plan;
his first term as Governor; work with the Repulticaajority; allies and enemies in Augusta;
conservation; the need for income tax; runningéselection after passing the unfavorable
income tax; Jim Erwin as an opponent; not wantindrag down Muskie in 1970; winning by a
narrow margin in 1970; debating issues with MusHlisagreements with Muskie; Muskie’s
chances of winning the Presidency in 1972; becoroihair of the Democratic National
Committee (DNC); problems at the DNC; serving aS.lAmbassador to Canada; and Muskie’s
impact on Maine and the nation.
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Transcript

TOB: Tuck O’Brien, Rob Chavira and Don Nicoll interviewi Ken Curtis at Curtis, Thaxter
Law Offices in downtown Portland, on the 21st diyl1998. Mr. Curtis, if you could, would
you please state and spell your full name?

Ken Curtis: Yes, Kenneth M. Curtis, K-E-N-N-E-T-H, M, C-U-R4-S.

TOB: Where were you born and when?

KC: 1was born in Curtis Corner, in the dining roomwaswere in those days, in 1931,
February 8, 1931.
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KC:
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KC:

TOB:

KC:

TOB:

KC:
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KC:

TOB:

KC:

TOB:

KC:

TOB:

KC:

TOB:

KC:

TOB:

Did you grow up there?
Yes, | did.

Was it named after your family?
Yes.

It was. There were Curtises there for how manyegaions would you say?
Oh, four, five generations, | think, 16-, mid-siktehundreds.

How many members were there in your family?
My family were two sisters.
Two sisters, and how old are your sisters?
Let's see, one is seventy-one, and the other isrggyive.
Did you go to school in the same school distriainwhole life?
Grade school. But they were one room schoolsaedldays.
Where’d you go to high school?
Cony High School in Augusta.
What were your parents’ names?
Harriet Turner Curtis and Archie Curtis.
What were their political affiliations?
I’'m not sure about my mother, my father was a r&ouadsevelt Democrat.

How was the community you grew up in composed liiusly, economically,

farmers, or ...?

KC:

Mostly farmers. And ninety nine point five perc&rbtestant, for those who went to

church.

TOB:

up?

Growing up, did you have any ambitions about wiwat wanted to be when you grew



KC: Well, growing up in a little town like that, my aitibn was to get out. And then the next
problem came, what to do when | do get out.

TOB: Did your father try to guide you, in growing up,thre ways of Roosevelt Democrats?

KC: No, he didn’t do it with any motive, he did it aoftconviction. He didn’t need any
encouragement to express himself frequently.

DN: What was your dad’s occupation, Ken?
KC: He was a farmer.
TOB: What kind of student were you in high school?

KC: | was a lousy student my freshman year and a gkt for the last three years. |
found it a little overwhelming going to a large higchool from a one room grammar school.

TOB: Did you do any extra curricular activities or angthlike that?

KC: Oh, yes, yeah, | played football and, played vaisibtball, varsity track, | played, believe
it or not, band and several organizations.

RC: Did you have any political ideals at that pointware you still pretty green?

KC: No, I think I did, I think | had political idealsWe had a high school wide campaign to be
the president of an annual event. | ran for thaihy senior year, | just thought it would be
interesting to run for something. And, yeah, hihl did notice it by that time.

RC: Would you characterize yourself then as a Democrat?

KC: Ohyes.

TOB: Did your parents have any goals for you? Did tayt you to take over the farm, or ...?
KC: No, my one, one of the contributions my father mads that | not even consider taking
over the farm. You know, this was a family farmaatme family farms were dying. Beyond
that he simply let me pretty much make my own densas to what | wanted to do.

TOB: What were you most interested in in high schodbhagss studies go? Anything?

KC: Sports and girls. Guess | was a typical high ststalent.

TOB: Was there anything you would say that occurredngdiiivhen you were growing up and
through your high school years that inclined yaedsposed you towards politics in any way?



KC: | think, you know, there are a lot of things thator when you’re growing up that make
an impression on you that at the time you don’essarily realize it, but | think these
impressions build and manifest themselves at atiae. | did not like the town that | was
growing up in. 1 did not like the conservatisnaidin’t like the attitudes, which made me think |
wanted a different kind of life, another kind deli And I think that kind of internal almost
turmoil growing up sort of leads you down the ptilsome political action. There’s different
ways you can go, but I think if you're unhappy withat you see surrounding you that it's not a
big leap to think that politics or some kind of palposition leads you towards being able to
answer or at least combat some of those early ssjmes.

TOB: Now, the area you were from, was it mainly Repuniiz
KC: Oh, overwhelmingly Republican.

TOB: So your dad was kind of the exception.

KC: Yes, pretty much the exception.

RC: You say you felt a lot of disdain towards the comagvism. What specifically about it
did you not like?

KC: Well, you know, the whole rationalization that tigsall you can expect from life. That, as
a young kid, high school maybe, and if you wertigh school, you went to one or two of the
little tiny surrounding high schools, one in Turaerd one in Monmouth Center, which were,
didn’t have a very wide offering. And that, youdkmn basically what you should strive for is to
find a job, you know, graduate from grammar schowybe go to high school, find a job, get a
little piece of land and get married. And slugut the rest of your life in a less than challeggin
way.

DN: Why did you decide to go to Cony?

KC: Because it was a bigger high school.

DN: Was that your choice?

KC: Yes, it was absolutely my choice. We had a, thertdidn’t have a high school so, they
had a junior high school, so they had to pay twaryenyway to any high school you wished to
attend. So | took a vocational course for two gdmcause the little high school in our town
didn’t have vocational education, so that forceshttto pay my tuition when | switched after
two years. The only thing in those days you had ealege and vocational, or home ed, those
were the two courses you took. So | switched tiege the last two years.

TOB: How did you get to Cony every morning?

KC: Took a bus, rode a bus. It was not a public, & pavate transportation.



RC: Do you remember any teachers’ names that werecpkatly influential?

KC: Well, | can remember the principal very well, felitoy the name of Bill Macomber, and,
you know it's, the names of the teachers afteth@lée years have slipped away.

DN: Bill later was in the state department of ediocatwasn’t he?

KC: 1think he was later. He was an interesting perdda was a rock ribbed Republican, and
| saw him later years after | got elected govearat he told me one day, he said, “We’'re really
proud of you but I didn’t vote for you.” And | ghto him, “Well, how can you say you're proud
of me, you didn’t vote for me?” He said, “I| newated anything but Republican in my life.”
And so | said to him, “Well, | always thought yoachan open mind.” And he said, “See how we
fooled all you kids?” But he was very helpful arety encouraging about going on to college
and those kinds of things. | don’t remember afdhe other teachers.

TOB: So where did you apply to college?

KC: Maine Maritime Academy, for a couple of reasonsie@®, in those days Uncle Sam had
career planning in mind for all able bodied peogtevas a chance to go to college free, the
federal government paid, they paid the entire @sd, so you came out with a degree, a B.S.
degree, Naval Reserve Commission and a Merchanh®lacense, so, you know, for a free
education, and it was a fully accredited college y®u know, for a free education you solved a
lot of problems. | don’t think any of us had to\mry smart to know if you, when you did your
military services, but it was better to do it asodiicer than an enlisted man. So that left, that
opened up all those opportunities.

TOB: What was your main course of study?

KC: Nautical science.

TOB: Did you, did they have a football team?

KC: Yes.

TOB: Did you play football?

KC: Yes.

TOB: Were you involved in student government at all wiea were there?

KC: Not there, no.

RC: Any other extra curricular activities?

KC: Well, when I first went in they found out that Ichplayed in the band in high school, with
no talent, but they didn’t care because they neédddes. And so | was in the band and the nice



thing about that was that you used to, in those dayas strictly a military school. So it was, |
didn’t, | never had to carry a rifle, which wasaido all that drilling. Nobody cared what the
band did.

RC: What did you play?

KC: 1didn't play any instrument, | carried the trumpédthat was kind of a sock to my mother
who wanted me to take music lessons. So | toak tivben | was a kid because that gave me a
chance to go to Lewiston, take music lessons, lagidgave me an opportunity to go to the
movies once a week. No real interest in music.

RC: During your time at school you knew you were gdimdpe commissioned as an officer, so
you were going to be in the military. But moredaerm, in college, what were your
aspirations?

KC: 1think I was very interested in politics in thahe, and of course in those times you didn’t
have any choice anyway about the military, buttamji was still something that was very
important to political aspirations. Because insthdays most everybody was a veteran of one
war or another and it was important to be a veteran

DN: Dropping back to 1948, | think you were a seimanigh school then?
KC: In ‘49.

DN: You graduated in ‘49?

KC: Yes.

DN: So in the fall of ‘48, the Harry Truman electiao you remember that?

KC: Oh, yes, yes. Remember it well. One of the istimg things about the time frames that
we grew up in is, you know, | wasn't quite old egbuo serve in WWII, but old enough to be
totally aware of the war. And, you know, the thartbat, you know, we had the sugar ration and
gas ration and all of the, you know, Rooseveltsdide chats and all the news coming out of the
war and all of that. So it was really, to be otebegh to understand and appreciate all of that.
Of course Harry Truman, we were certainly old edotgyunderstand the ending of the war, the
dropping of the atomic bomb and a lot of thingd,tlkau know, the homespun kind of
philosophy that Harry Truman had. Like | say, weravold enough so we could understand and
appreciate that, because it was in front of us.

RC: How did your political ideas change by the time yeent into the military? You were
obviously a Democrat, but were you more right oftee, or did you become more left.

KC: 1think I was always more left of center. | thirilanything, | moderated over the years. |
think | started out very left of center. But agtie military, thinking back on it, again serving a
an officer also gave you a chance to quote, unggetdeadership training. At least that's what



they told us we were getting. And | guess to aomdggree we were because, still, there was a
certain amount of behavioral science involved eughe military. You can’t get the best out of
your people by threatening them, you get the baisbbyour people by understanding what
motivates them. So it's sort of a behavioral,dtijook at it that way.

TOB: How did they give you this leadership training?d Pou run a boat, or did you ...?

KC: No you, well, you ran a division or divisions, sauyhad a certain number of people ...
TOB: Of underclassmen, or?

KC: Oh, you mean at the college?

TOB: Yeah.

KC: To some degree, to some degree. But you had sldeséership classes, all that kind of
stuff. And you did have officers, you know, regimed officers. | was never interested in that
part of it. Even in those days a lot of the thingditary training, | thought it was pretty silgnd

| wasn’t too interested in enforcing that.

RC: Were there a lot of after class ROTC exercisesdaitid and so forth?

KC: Yeah, marching. Marching mostly, which I neverlddiigure out either, but that trains
your thoughts. If you're an officer, you never wtar If you're not an officer you don’t march
either, so | could never figure out why we spentaech time marching. If you can’t learn how
to march in one afternoon, you're pretty stupid andoordinated.

TOB: So you graduated from Castine in what?

KC: Nineteen fifty two.

TOB: And then you went to sea?

KC: Went to sea for awhile on troop ships run by ailcrews, they were Navy ships run by
civilian crews, and | did that for probably six ntbs or so and then applied for active duty in the
Navy.

TOB: Now, where were you, where were the ships runmogn? From the United States?
KC: Well, we were running mostly to Europe. We wergyag rotation occupation troops
and families back and forth. We’'d take one grougprdo Germany and bring the other group
who was, you know, whose time had been fulfilled back and forth mostly. And sometimes

to Panama, but we were always just carrying ratdtioops and families back and forth.

TOB: So then you joined active duty?



KC: Yes, yes.
TOB: And where were you stationed?

KC: Allover. | started out if Charleston, South Caral picked up a mine sweeper there, and
then we did time in Norfolk, which all Navy peopléend up doing. And then | went to the West
coast where a new ship was being built, up in TagdMashington. We commissioned it up
there in Seattle and then down to the other platlee United States where all Navy people go,
San Diego. And then we wound up in Long Beaclokopurse, never did go overseas. The war
was over by the time the new ship that we werertftpliuilt was completed. There wasn't, the
Navy in it's great wisdom built fifty ships befotieey built a prototype because they wanted to
get them over to Korea quickly and none of thenr exe. The war was over before they could
get two of them to run.

DN: What type ships were they?

KC: Mine sweepers. They made these, it was kind ahinesting experiment because the
only thing magnetic in the whole ship was the loted the crankshaft. The engines were
aluminum and this was a technology that had justerly advanced to the completion stage.
So there were all sorts of things would go wrong.

TOB: Did you enjoy life at sea?
KC: Yeah, | did basically. It can be boring.
RC: Lonely, | imagine.

KC: If there’s nothing going on, if the weather’s, ykow, you’'d think you’d enjoy it the

most when the weather is good and there’s nothamgggon, but time drags, particularly at
night. But if you're in where there’s a lot of fia, running coastwise, then you have, then your
four hours would go very fast because you havendunldot to do.

TOB: When and why did you decide to leave the Merchaatingé?

KC: Well, you know, | guess, again it was, when | t# Navy | went back to sea for a little
while and that's when | really started seriousiyking about doing something politically. And
so | decided the next step would be law schoadl,lsfh the Merchant Marine to go to law school.
Which is just, this is another kind of interestihgng about how times have changed. | came
back in October, | got off the ship and went to teedean of the law school in October and told
him | wanted to apply, so he says ...

DN: October of when?
KC: Fifty five I think, ‘55, yes, and | told him | waedl to go to law school, he says, oh, you've

got plenty of time to apply. | said, you don't @mstand, | want to go now. And he let me in, |
talked him into letting me start now, but he saysll, you, you know, starting this late, you'll



have a serious problem. | said, seems like timay problem, isn’t it. And | sold him on the idea
of letting me in.

TOB: Now, you said you developed, you decided that yaaoted to go towards politics in the
Merchant Marine. What made that, what happenem tehat was the catalyst?

KC: Well, | think | had thought about it even, you knomhen | went in the Navy | was
thinking about the fact | needed to do this anywalyit was kind of a career track that would be
necessary, too, as well. And then | figured lalhost was also, or further education was also
something that | needed to do to further develoa pstential.

TOB: And you see law school as a necessary step to lieg@npolitician?

KC: Some kind of, I felt, you know, just a Merchant ha&rcollege is not quite enough. And |
thought about taking, | thought about getting aterasdegree in business administration, and
then for one more year you could get a law degrgielwprovided more flexibility, so | opted for
the law degree.

TOB: So it didn't really have anything to do with occtipa, it wasn’t you were inspired
necessarily to be a lawyer?

KC: Well, I kind of, | always wanted to, | always, wdllwouldn’t have minded being a
lawyer, let’s put it that way. But every decisiomade was sort of directed, | didn’t want to
make a decision that would take me out of a patlatds holding public office. And there were
certain jobs that would be, wouldn't direct youaimy way or help you in any way, so law school
was, not only did | feel a need for more educatiart,it was also the type of education that
would direct you towards, and if you didn’t makedlitically, it still wasn’'t a bad career.

TOB: There weren’'t as many lawyers back then, were there

KC: No, no.

TOB: When did you meet your wife?

KC: Oh, | met her thanks to Don Nicoll, I think, whotgoe involved in politics. South
Portland level. And so | started working for coeggmen who | met at the very first meeting
that Don invited me to and then | met my wife sorhere and ...

TOB: So it was after law school?

KC: | met her during, no, no, | met her during law sahores. We were working together in
fact and so, then she started volunteering fahake political activities and we later got married

TOB: What law school are you talking about?



KC: University of Maine, it was Portland Universitytae time and it later merged with the
University of Maine.

RC: Did you have a specific interest in the curriculuike intellectual property...?

KC: No, it was, but in those days, you can understimegs very general. | mean, you took
all the basic courses, you know, contracts andeenid and torts and, you know, nothing
advanced much beyond the basic facets of law.

TOB: So you began classes in October of ‘55, and yatestaolunteering or working for ...?
KC: For Jim Oliver, was running for Congress.
TOB: In?

KC: In ‘56, and he lost by something like nine votésfact they never, nobody really knew
when he ran again in, what, ‘60, no ‘58, he didmow if he was running for re-election or as a
challenger. And the House of Representativesnktbecided the election about three weeks
before the next election, the last election threeks before the next one, and then he won, he
won that particular one.

TOB: Is that, do you view that as a very positive exgrere, your first introduction to politics?

KC: Oh definitely, definitely. He was a very, Jim Gliwvas a cantankerous, very bright, Phi
Beta Kappa out of Bowdoin. Never wanted anybodyrtow that he was that bright, and very
cantankerous, argumentative and opinionated, edgagelot of demagoguery, but he was

really a good politician. He was a good cam-, las & hard campaigner and, you know, you talk
about on the job training, there couldn’t have baey person that could, you would learn more
from. He was very inclusive, | mean, every higielaneeting, whether he was arguing with
Muskie about campaign contributions or, | was alvagluded in every meeting he attended.
Whether he was going to Washington, meeting withppethere, | was always included so | was
able to observe all the good things that he didadhithe things that | didn’t agree with.

TOB: What was your role in that campaign?

KC: 1 was pretty much his driver in ‘56, his gopherdrbve him everywhere and passed out
brochures and sat in the meetings, and in ‘58 Ineally basically his campaign manager.

RC: Stepping back for a second, did you follow Muskiggsnpaign in ‘54?
KC: A little bit.
RC: Were you a Muskie supporter?

KC: Oh sure, yes.



TOB: Iread in an interview that you said when you ware school you developed a
consuming interest in the early Muskie era Demacrasurgence. Tell us about....

KC: Well, Muskie was, he was a great speaker for yqueuple. He could explain the political
process in a way that | think was very inspiringeast to me and to young people. He was
almost like a teacher, wasn't he? His speeches veally teaching, and | learned an awful lot
listening to him and | think got inspired even hat by those early speeches.

TOB: You might have already answered this, but how didryaspirations going into law
school and coming out of law school differ?

KC: They didn't.
TOB: They didn't.
KC: No, | spent more time in the political field thaditl in law school.

RC: Because nowadays a lot of folks go into law schati the idea of doing public interest
work and they come out and they end up in a cotpaflice, a lot of times just because of debt.
That didn’t happen to you at all, you went ...?

KC: No, actually, I had, the other nice thing abouwtats, | had an accelerated undergraduate
degree, which was four years done in three by gpe&ag round. And then when | came out of
the Navy after the Korean War | had the Gl Bill,is@d the Gl Bill and then | worked in a law
firm locally doing, settling damage claims for ingance companies and that kind of stuff, on
ships. And so between the job and the Gl Bill, koaw, | lived quite well. And then | lost a
semester because my bank account was slowly detienigp and |, so | took a summer job, which
was supposed to be a summer job, on a merchanivsip paid big money to go over to
Karachi in India and back. It was a tramp freiglsie | missed, that’s how | missed a semester
because | never did get back, but | didn’'t haveraoyey problems when | did because they
paid big money for officers in the Merchant Maringhose days.

TOB: How did you get the job with Oliver in ‘56?7

KC: | volunteered.

TOB: You volunteered. And then you got moved up toid pasition?
KC: 1didn’'t get paid until he got elected, and themeint on staff.
TOB: So, you're wife and yourself were volunteers atsame time?
KC: Yes.

DN: It might be of interest if you talk a little biKen, about how you got involved and what
that volunteering meant.



KC: Yeah, well, | decided that I, when | got into lagheol and | was home for a period of
time, that | wanted to start getting involved. ADdn Nicoll was the executive secretary of the
Maine Democratic Party, so | went to see him, toid that | wanted to volunteer, | wanted to
get involved. And he, Don put me in touch with 8®uth Portland Democratic Men’s Club, and
| went to the first meeting and | met Jim Oliveravivas running for Congress on the
Democratic ticket and listened to him talk and wgmiand said, I'd like to help you. Next thing
| know I'm driving him everywhere he went. So tedtow that all got going. Very simply, you
know, one telephone call, one meeting, one inatatdo a meeting. One thing that a lot of
people should understand, that, if you really arésis about volunteering, it's no problem
getting, being allowed to do that.

RC: Did you just approach Jim Oliver and say I'd like.t?

KC: Yeah, next thing I know I'm his driver.
RC: Fantastic. And you did this until ‘59, worked wiim...?

KC: Well, | worked off and on, he lost of course, thghuhe ‘56 campaign and then | spent
more time, | was trying to make a living, and i8 e ran again and | went basically full time
for him, at no pay. And then after he got eledtedffered me, and I'd finished law school by
then, he offered me a position as his districtesentative, which was perfect for future political
things. | mean, not only running around for twt éampaigns with a congressional candidate,
you get to meet a tremendous number of peopletremby being a district representative you
meet even more. You have an opportunity to reptdbe congressman at various political
events and do constituents work and go to all f tepresent him at all the county meetings and
the, all of the county committee meetings and fathat. So pretty soon in a small area it's
pretty easy to get to know everybody pretty well émalso form your, form an opinion in your
own mind who the real leaders are, who the reakersrare, so that when you do run, you
know, you have a, you really have a good idea aj ate the best supporters that would do the
most work.

RC: When you became district representative, were yoent with, | mean at the time, were
you, like, this is where | want to be? Or did ys&e yourself in the future as a...?

KC: Oh, no, this is nothing, | didn’'t want to be a caeggional staffer all my life, because Jim
was not an easy guy to work for. | mean, he wag geod, he was like a father and there’s
nothing that he wouldn’t do for you, but he was easy. He’d get very frustrated and take his
frustration out on you occasionally, but it wasreag experience.

TOB: Now, you were living and working in Portland at tirae?

KC: Yes.

TOB: And he had obviously offices in Washington....



KC: And here. His district office was the, there wimneee congressional districts in those days
and his was, his was not that big.

TOB: Did you go to Washington a lot?

KC: Periodically he would call me down, but my basic yeas here.

TOB: You left Oliver in ‘59, went and took the bar exam?

KC: No, | took the bar exam ‘58.

TOB: Fifty eight. And so you stayed with Oliver untihen?

KC: Unitil he lost the election. He lost in 1960.

TOB: 1960. And then what did you do?

KC: Well, he found a job for me, supposedly, which wibloé as an attorney for a recount that
the House of Representatives was supervising ilamag and | was supposed to be the attorney
for the House at that recount. And so, they ditiaite any money so they stuck me in the
Library of Congress, on the Library of Congressrpliydoing legal research and, but | never
did get called to go to the recount in Indianal spent a year ...

TOB: Was it a contested election?

KC: Yeah, so | spent a year, | don’'t even remembehalbetails of it, so | spent a year doing
legal research for members of Congress in the tybshCongress.

TOB: How was that job?

KC: It was very interesting. | mean, it was reallyrertely interesting because there was so
much information available, it made a researchrgadly interesting and challenging because
you could do what you felt was a pretty credible jast because of all the information you had
at your command.

TOB: Did you enjoy living in Washington?

KC: It was all right, yeah. But | knew, it was hardréally enjoy it because | didn’t know
how, I didn’t expect to be there very long. | esfael to be there a month or two and then gone.

TOB: You must have made a lot of good connections, thpdging that researcher job.

KC: Yeah, in fact, | did get to meet quite a few peapighe Hill. And of course John

Donovan was Senator Muskie’s administrative assistad John and | had become good friends
through a previous campaign with him. So | useskt® him a lot and through him I'd get up on
the Hill and see a lot of people, visit a lot obpke. And then it was really John who helped me



on to my next job which was the, Congress credtedAtea Redevelopment Administration,
which was the forerunner of Economic Developmentidstration and every state had what
they called a coordinator for that program. Andofirse politically what better job can you
have than running around the state offering mon8g2ohn helped me through all the political
maze of being selected to come up here and bedteecoordinator of Area Redevelopment
Administration.

TOB: Now that was an appointed position, right?

KC: Yes.

TOB: So you had to be appointed by the Kennedy admétistr.

KC: Yes, it's kind of a round about way. It wasn'tr@gidential appointment.

TOB: How did you become acquainted with Ed Muskie? Muaste beemround at that time?

KC: Well it started with campaigning in ‘56 and ‘58,dawe were all campaigning together in
those days, the congressman and the senatoriabeses] you know. So I'm walking around
with Oliver brochures in one hand and Muskie braebun the other and I'm at every dinner and
every fund raiser, and so | got to know Senator kusery well.

RC: Do you recall your initial impressions of Muskie?

KC: Oh, | was, I'd formed my initial impression way laa ‘54. | greatly admired him for
what he stood for and for his ability to articul&ie positions and, you know, like | say, in
almost a teaching way which was particularly gaardnfie.

RC: Did you think he’d win in ‘547

KC: Ididn'treally, | can't say in ‘54 that | was inlk@d enough. | was just coming out of the
Navy and back in the Merchant Marine, so | knew twiras going on in Maine but not on a
constant basis. So | guess | didn't really formuéss in those days everybody expected that the
only people that would win would be Republicansit Bom that time on there was never any
doubt in my mind that he would win in ‘56, ‘58. @ile was no question that he would win.

TOB: It must have been really exciting, just out of lsehool, finishing up law school, and
experiencing this Democratic revival firsthand. IIM/ou tell us a little bit more about your
experiences?

KC: Well, you know, it was like, you first thought, tieeis hope. | mean, because you know
you had, basically most of the time you had ovelminggly Republican legislatures and the
Republican leadership was very, very strong ang, waary evident in Maine. The institutions,
you know, the utility commissions, the paper comesbanks, all of the structure were still
heavily influenced by Republicans and the Republarty, but you could see some hope that
you could maybe break, maybe the stranglehold teeisrg) to weaken and give way. And you



know, like years and years of one party rule, tsgavfully tired. There’s very few new

initiatives that ever come forward and anotherghimat’'s very disgusting.... And I think back to
when | was going to law school, one of the thirgd,tthere were two Demo-, two of us were
Democrats in law school and some of my colleagses to, we used to argue politics and
(unintelligible word) with some of my classmates, and they used toadaycould be a

Democrat, but if you want to succeed in Maine yeuyot to be a Republican and a Mason. And
| used to say, who the hell wants to succeed thet That was sort of my position. But that was
sort of an attitude.

Then there was other attitudes in the state thianw went to buy my first house, for instance,
even though we had the G.I. Bill whereby the mayggensurance was a hundred percent
guaranteed by the federal government, | went toablitgle house for my family, only to have
the bank tell me, well, we don’t make loans to adgpunless they can put thirty percent down.
And so | had a hell of a fight with the bank abater the federal law, and it was that kind of
attitude. And education in Maine was in those déysas a caste system. If you were in
Lewiston working in the Bates Mill, you were notlege material. You were a future mill
worker, that’s what you should aspire to. Howevfeypu were managers family or families of
the establishment so to speak, you were collegermait And that used to really, really upset
me. To think that we in this state had placed, ktoow, we were minorities really, and you can
understand sometimes how minorities feel becals&sttihe way we were looked upon. And,
you know, little things like buying a house. | hheé income to pay my mortgage, insurance,
everything like that, and for somebody in the dgthiment to tell you, no, we don’t care if it's a
hundred percent guaranteed, we just don’t thinksfmuld have it, because unless your father
could give you the thirty percent, you had no rigghbwn a house. And | remember
another thing that’s kind of interesting, too, batkegistration. | went to register in Portlarsl a
a Democrat when | was in law school and | was redrmone child, paying all my way, renting,
paying rent for my apartment, my telephone, evémngth And | was told | couldn’t register
because | had to register at the place where mgnpalived because | was a student. And you
know, here | am, twenty five, twenty six years @dd like | say, with a family, and the attitude
i, no, you can’t, you're still, you're a studeotyou’'re a ward of your parents. | mean, these are
just examples of the attitudes that existed eveeye/tthroughout all the institutions. Enough to
really upset you.

DN: That was 1955, ‘56.

KC: Yeah, right around there, yes, ‘55, ‘56. And yaulho read from a newspaper. | mean,
here | am, I'm going to law school and they handamewspaper and ask me to read from it,
you know, | said you gotta be kidding me. Thenhad a poll tax, too.

RC: You talk about the caste system that existed andcajgo talked about the Democratic
minority, that brings something to mind. Do yoinththat, you used the Bates Mill as an
example, do you think there was, it had anythinddavith the fact that it was a French
contingency ...?



KC: Oh, it had something, to be sure. It was, had toldo with it. But I'm talking about in
rural Maine, the fact that if you didn’t come frdhre right families you couldn’t, you shouldn’t
aspire for college. And | mean, the right familesre middle class at best, | mean, they were ...

TOB: Republican.

KC: Republican based, Republicans, yes. Anybody wiicahjab above the mill worker was
probably a Republican, wouldn’t you say, Don?

TOB: When was your first child born?
KC: Nineteen fifty six.
TOB: Nineteen fifty six. You had a lot going on in ‘567, ‘58.

TOB: This is jumping back ahead to your role in the AR®@an you tell us a little bit about
exactly what your day to day affairs were, what yare trying to accomplish?

KC: Well, you basically traveled to the areas charatdras chronically depressed areas,
which at that time was Aroostook county or Washangtounty, Biddeford, Biddeford - Saco,
Boothbay Harbor. And you went to various meetiofyjshambers of commerce and business
groups to explain the program. And then when imldigls were interested in making an
application, then you met with them and worked tigto the application process with them, and
then the applications were submitted to Washingtdnd at that particular point it was pretty
much taken over by the Small Business Administratuno was the processor for Area
Redevelopment Administration.

RC: Was it a successful innovation to improve the cies

KC: Marginally successful. | can name I think, fromyweack in those days, | can name one
business that’s still, two businesses that arkistiusiness that started then. And there were
grants, you know, that were made to the commuriitiasactually were successful.

TOB: How would you describe the political scene in Wagton in the very early ‘60s, |
mean, when you were appointed to this positiond yoa...?

KC: Oh, it was quite accessible. | think, you knovegffor instance after you got an
application for a good project, you really haditgyou really wanted to see it happen you had to
go through the back door and apply some politicesgure to get approval. So | wouldn'’t say
that it was, from a public policy standpoint, itswahat | would say is a system that should be
modeled, but probably continues but only with geeamounts of money involved today. But,
you know, it’s still, today it’s still true. | m@acongressional pressure to get things out of the
federal government is still alive and well as itsvihen.

TOB: Now, do you, how closely did you work with Senatuskie’s office at that time?



KC: In that particular role, or?
TOB: (Unintelligible phrase.)

KC: Because he was very interested in economic devaopand very interested obviously in
what was happening in Maine. And obviously beirgpad Democrat myself, | was always, if
we had a success, | was always very interestecking sure that his office was in line to
announce it. | think I would tell John or somebaer there when the announcement was
coming out so they could just grab it.

TOB: How would you describe him as a person? What was selationship like with him?

KC: My relationship was okay. | didn’t see a lot offhéxcept during campaigns and political
meetings and between field days and conventionshatd | dealt mostly with his staff
obviously because | was not a very high level yobagaucrat.

RC: So it was purely political, there was no golf ptay?

KC: Not then, no, we didn’t play golf until KennebunWhen he bought, because he didn’t
take up golf until quite late. We always usedatiogh because Muskie had a routine every
summer. He had his home on the golf course ang evenmer he would summons, we used to
say summons, he would say to three or four ofiesds, this is your day to play golf. And
we’'d go down and we’d have a good time, delightifue, and Jane would make lobster stew
and we’d, all of his supporters and friends woudltat once a summer, and delightfully as
well. That's not being too flip, is it Don? BecmuMuskie was not the most fun to play golf
with.

RC: Did his temper come through?

KC: Oh, yes, he, you know he was a reasonably gooérmatiid, you know, not a great golfer,
but he would get terribly upset when he misseda. shike even Tiger Woods misses some, but
Muskie couldn’t understand why he missed shottilliremember one hole, it happened every
year, | can’t remember which it was, but there wé®le that sloped and if you hit the ball on
the green, it would roll off down the hill. And Mkie for some reason or other was almost
always able to hit the green and he would get @fisrhen they rolled down off. You know,
instead of hitting the ball up here and lettingpit down on, he would ...

TOB: Who was the best golfer of the group?

KC: Oh, I don't know. There was no great golfers ia ¢fioup. You know, people like Al
Lessard and, | can't think, a whole crowd of theingan’t, the only good golfer was Ned, his
son. Everybody else was in the ninety categorgpuld say.

DN: Can you recall what it was like ...

End of Sde One, Tape One



Sde Two, Tape One

(Sde Two begins with Ken Curtis responding to a question about Jim Oliver)

KC: Most of the disagreement was not over issuesvaastover money because Oliver used to
think that Muskie should share contributions withnhthat he was sopping up all the
contributions and that therefore he should shameseith the other candidates. That was pretty
much the argument. And | think Muskie thought thiat was a little bit too far left and too

much of a demagogue for, to advance the Demogratty in Maine.

DN: You might describe Jim and how he came to bemadzrat.

KC: Yeah, really interesting because Jim Oliver waskba ‘41, was an isolationist and a
supporter, a Republican, an isolationist and suppoif the Townsend Plan which was kind of at
odds with the Republican party. The Townsend Rlas the forerunner of social security. And
Jim was elected Republican congressman and sdregl terms | believe, three terms, and
basically the Townsend Plan was what did him irelnge the Republican party, no way that they
could go along with anything as socialistic as,thatsomething like social security. In fact, |
think they thought Jim was a socialist. In facine Democrats thought he was a socialist. And
SO eighteen years later, | mean, he got mad anthekahis registration to the, as a Democrat
and eighteen years later he came back and defRatsstt Hale, who was the one who defeated
him in the Republic primary eighteen years befbe.t

TOB: Now had Hale been holding the office since then?

KC: No.

TOB: No, he just came ...

KC: He was doing real estate development.

TOB: He came out of the woodwork.

KC: Yeah, making speeches and agitating, all thosdesmghyears | guess.

TOB: So you worked for the ARA for three years?

KC: Yes.

TOB: And then in 1964 you left the ARA and decided to for Congress.

KC: Correct, because we redistricted and, we redisttisbomebody out and ...

DN: 1In 1962 it was redistricted ...

KC: Into two districts.



DN: ... two, as a result of the ‘60 year census.

KC: Yes, and in ‘60, that’s right, in ‘64 the, Ronaléllkam, Judge Kellam now, got clobbered
by Stan Tupper in ‘62. So along came ‘64 and nghiedlly wanted to get clobbered except me.

RC: How'd you get clobbered then?
TOB: That was extremely close race.
TOB: Yeah, we talked to Stan yesterday.

KC: Yeah, so Stan was really pretty much at odds vaghRepublican party. In fact he’'s a
really nice guy and he was pretty moderate, tooarate for the Republicans in those days. So
again looking ahead to future office, you knowy#s just an opportunity to get established as a
candidate with no expectations of winning, so Ifi@nCongress. | think | had eighty five
hundred dollars or something like that to spend\édnginia Pitts was loaned to me from
Muskie’s office.

TOB: That's funny because yesterday when we ...

KC: Off the record | should probably say, Virginia ratittle bit of a drinking problem and
made for an interesting person to be a backrooi@be used to tell me, she’'d drink and get
depressed and tell me how badly | was going to. I&aé she was a good help. She was a big
help to me. Of course what really happened is fltat know, we can all have great egos and
say that outcomes of elections are based on oat ghdlities, but two things happened in ‘64.
Johnson’s coattails were very long in ‘64 and tlep@iblicans were disenchanted with Stan
Tupper and, which made it possible for me almostito And | didn’t want to go to Congress
so | almost screwed up, | really wanted to rungmvernor, so | almost screwed up my plans by
winning that seat.

RC: Needless to say, losing didn’t turn you away fraotities at all?

KC: Ohno, no, no, | didn’t expect to win. | did itdaise | felt that was a way to get
established as a candidate. | knew | couldn’t lisbad as Ron Kellam had; | knew | could lose
bad, but not that bad, and if | didn’'t lose as badhe did, people would think | had potential as a
candidate.

TOB: What were some of the major issues in that camfaign

KC: I'mtrying to think. Of course jobs and econoare always an issue in every campaign
in Maine and of course | played up my experiendé wie Area Redevelopment a great deal. |
think | kind of chided Stan Tupper because | wgitr to, actually it was kind of a dumb
philosophy but | was painting him as a Democrag wés very good to labor and so | was sort
of in a way trying to spell out his support for datwithout losing my own, you know. Sort of
saying labor will ultimately go with Democrats argyvand therefore if | can paint him very



friendly to labor, this will turn off more and moRepublicans. As I recall, those were, | don’t
remember any other basically strong issues.

TOB: Labor backed, the union backed Tupper in that ielectBut being a Democrat you had
most of the ...?

KC: Well, the rank and file would usually vote for arbecrat given a chance, but you had,
what they had is the executive council, executivartl of the AFL-CIO who made, they were a
narrow group who made the decisions on who to esedand they would tell the rank and file
that this is who they were endorsing. But the randt file frequently didn’t follow the executive
council. And the executive council was Republieagway Ben Dorsky was a Republican, so
they were not really what you’d call a liberal gppand they were pragmatic. BecauseThey
figured if they had a Republican who was reasonabpportive and flexible that they should
support them because the Democrats weren’'t goimgrnt@anyway.

TOB: That election went to recount, didn’t it?
KC: Yes, it did.
TOB: And that went on for awhile.

KC: Yeah, it went on until, which was really very heipfo me because it, the media picked up
the day to day, it was, you know, it was almoset ldnother election.

TOB: And for awhile, there’s an article ...
KC: Went on until New Year's Eve, | conceded New Ye&ve.

TOB: There was a, was it Reed, | guess, that gave,Tsgiger had won, although prematurely,
before the recount had come in and ...

KC: Oh, I think so, yeah, | think so because | wadisgto jab at him already. He was the
next target. He was an easy one to jab at. Aquge he and | are very friendly these days, but
he was a fun person to run against. You coulddihat of holes there.

TOB: So you then became secretary of state almost ttialag, after you conceded the
election?

KC: Yeah, because, you know, the Johnson coattailghtan a Democratic legislature and,
which wasn’t anticipated. And the leadership, lnseaof what had happened, the Democratic
leadership sort of approached me as to whetheuldilike to be attorney general. And |
thought, | don’t think so, | think. So I told thelid rather be secretary of state, because | was
thinking about running for governor. You had nathbut controversy as attorney general.
Secretary of state, who can get upset about yaumgrall over the state talking about highway
safety? | remember way back, you know, this ikhacyou know, the impressions you get.
Massachusetts had a registrar of motor vehicleseddRudolph King and his name was all over



the state of Mainesjc Massachusettes]. And | got thinking, the numbgreiple that have an
automobile, and of course secretary of statesteggisotor vehicles, so | got thinking, jeez,
Rudolph King had a good thing going there. Soshahat made me think a little bit about
getting more name recognition from the secretargtate’s office, positive recognition, than you
would ever get as attorney general. And plus there heavy lifting as secretary of state.
Keeper of the great seal.

TOB: Now that position was appointed by the legislatare] what, so you were in charge of
vehicle registration, highway safety, what was@adsl day like as secretary of state? Very
demanding job, was it full time?

KC: Well, when the legislature was in session | alwaygs on the floor below the legislative
chambers. So | used to always keep coffee on larays made it a point that any legislator,
when they needed to get their car registered, @e’d for them down there so they wouldn’t
have to run down and stand in line. And they’d eaown and talk and we’d do anything that
we could to help them. And then, you know, theezenendless opportunities to make speeches
all over the state. Rotary Clubs, Kiwanis Clubka@bers of Commerce, and, you know, you
couldn’t handle all the invitations that, for thgsmople always hunting for a speaker. So it was
usually two or three speeches and then, you knomesnitiatives that you good hand out to the
press, you know, initiatives for highway safety amdhicle registration and problems of OUls
and all that kind of stuff. So there was, it wasaavful lot of things. And at the same time we
were putting together, secretary of state hadrdsdonsibility, we were starting to put together
the archives, the state archives. The buildingldessh approved and so there was a lot to talk
about doing that.

TOB: So that building where the state library, the musethe archives was built in ‘66, ‘65?

KC: It was started, it was authorized by the Democtaticslature in ‘65 and | think the bond
issue passed right around that time, and then raistn, it opened when | was governor, ‘67 or
‘68 it was opened.

TOB: Was that a pet project of yours?

KC: Oh, sure, because as secretary of state we ha&ngoy we really needed, record
management was becoming, the need for record maramevas becoming very evident, and
that was one of the responsibilities. And thenhaee things like the original Constitution of the
state stuck in an elevator shaft, and we had istimcuments spread all over the place. And
nobody really knew where the hell they were andfthat. And then, you know, the, moving
the state library, the whole cultural building veast was a nice project. And so it was
something that, you know, as secretary of stateildcget involved in from the archive side and
then as governor get involved in obviously apprajpwns and other matters for the whole thing.

TOB: So you’d say that being secretary of state reallyysu up well for running for
governor?

KC: Very well.



TOB: Can you tell us about the relationship betweerDimocratic executive council at this
time and the Republican governor?

KC: It was not as strained as the reverse, as the Repulexecutive council was with me, but,
see, as secretary of state, that’s the other thing, | was secretary to the executive councll so
had to be present at all meetings of the goverexsgutive council. So | learned an awful lot
over a two year period about how, you know, how tinéeract and where the soft underbelly
was with the council and the governor and it, alechandled pardons so | got to know the
whole pardon process. So when | became goverrtbranew executive council | can say
modestly that | knew more about the operation theamew executive council members. It's
always good to be one step ahead.

TOB: That switch from Democratic executive council, Relpran governor to the flip side,
when you were elected, was that based mainly omtheiduals running for the offices or was
there a general trend that allowed that to happen?

KC: You mean the legislature in electing?

TOB: Yeah, well, when it got switched around, when youejected governor as a Democrat
instead of Republican and the council switchedhéodpposite, why did that happen?

KC: Well, like | say, ‘64 was an aberration. It wasidson’s coattails. And then we went
back more to business as usual in Maine.

DN: The executive council was a constitutional @fedected by the legislature, the majority of
the legislature.

KC: It had nothing to do with one man, one vote. Iswandred percent or zero.

RC: Who would you say the ultimate power lay with, Bepublicans or the Democrats when
you were [Maine] Secretary of State?

KC: Democrats. They did a, they had some real googressive leadership. The Democrats
had been waiting a long, long time and they hamt aflissues and they were popular with the
public and John Reed, the Republican governor,neaia strong governor. In fact it's probably
good that he wasn’t because he went along ratherftght a lot of good initiatives that the
Democrats initiated in those two years that theyewe power.

TOB: Did you have a good relationship with John Reednwweai were secretary of state?
KC: Sure, yes.

TOB: As secretary of state, did you have a lot of irdBoa with Muskie, or was that kind of
dwindled then?



KC: Only from the standpoint of political conventionsdgolitical meetings where we would
basically wind up in the same place. Until | beeaarcandidate, you know, | was, | was a
person that just got introduced, you know, | didndke any speeches or anything but every
convention they would introduce the constitutiooidicers.

RC: What was your relationship to Governor Reed?

KC: Oh, I got along fine with him. | mean, | had nasen to fight with him as, until | became
a candidate. No, as secretary of state | did royajad ...

TOB: You were involved with the Southern Maine Chapfeihe National Cystic Fibrosis
Research Foundation and the March of Dimes. |h tiwse groups you started as the chief
administrator, how did you become involved in thesganizations?

KC: Well, just invited to. And of course, with cysfibrosis | had, let’'s see, one daughter or
two daughters at the time with cystic fibrosis andyou know, the, | was on their national, | got
involved in the national research foundation and@tsequently | got involved a little bit state
wide, but | didn’t do much state wide. | had decidhat my children had enough to handle
without reading about themselves and me so | $ditake off my relationships with the state
and said I'll do anything | can nationally but I'mot going to become involved where I'm being
guoted or anything like that.

TOB: In your announcement of gubernatorial candidacy, yaote Joshua Chamberlain and
state that you felt that government should takeoeemactive role in shaping the state. How did
you feel that the state government needed to cfrange

KC: Oh, it was in terrible disarray. It had, there wasaccountability, you had over two
hundred agencies and boards and terms were natircentwith the governor. And you

couldn’t fire anybody or appoint anyone without exteve council approval. So, you know, you
had, the loyalty of all of your primary departméeiads were more to the executive council than
they were to you as a governor. And you had soyroéthem there was no real way to bring
them together. And then we had biennial sessibtisedegislature which were impossible to
keep up with the changes that were taking placaaueally, so, and we still had the executive
council. There was almost no accountability whewso for the governor, which was, or
anybody, which is not a good way for the publibézome engaged in governing.

TOB: Tell us a little bit about your first campaign. ¥lwere the major issues, did you think
you had a strong chance of winning when you staoted

KC: 1thought | had a chance because | took a poll ay khat showed me winning by two
points. Even in the polls, to show me winning Wy points as the Democrat was pretty
encouraging, even that early. Issues were shi pnd the economy, too much one party rule,
that Governor Reed had been in too long. He wad &f a lackluster guy and so he was kind of
easy to, and so we developed this slogan, throrgghknow, through a trick of the Constitution
and events he would have been the governor foeelggars and so we concocted this little



thing that said, seven but not eleven. And it lohditted because they thought, he’s a nice guy
but we don’t want him for four more years. Andtthas kind of the underlying issue.

The biggest issue, though, was myself because yaarsg, thirty five at the time, and people
just thought | lacked the substance to be takdonwsgy and, some people did. | found that out,
too, in the early poll, so we started doing a lathings, you know, all the buzz words that made
you sound older and more mature. And then we deeel a plan that actually was a very good
plan, we had different people write, small groupste a chapter of what we called The Maine
Action Plan which we distributed and, you know,dyapter and white papers. And that was
designed to show, add substance to what some pedcas a handshaking campaign. Actually
the plan turned out to be so good that, you knomad able to, when | got elected | was able to
introduce every piece of the plan in the legislatand eventually over eight years a great deal of
it was enacted, which was ...

TOB: Whose idea was that, the Maine Action Plan?

KC: 1used to have a regular interaction with my, vifit small campaign staff and | can’t
remember, but | think, you know, when we analyzezfoll in great depth that somehow or
other that idea grew out of it among advisory gsyiitchen cabinet group. And | don’t
remember exactly when but it was done, again, t&pome meat on the campaign, some
substance to the campaign.

TOB: Did you cover a lot of the state during the elatti®@

KC: Oh, sure, yes. All of it. Some places more oftean others, though. I tell you, | learned
a technique, though, that worked very well in Mdireen a media market standpoint. The old
style, which again, having been involved in follagiiMuskie’s campaign and Oliver’s campaign
you observe all these things, and kind of the adgt wf doing things is you'd go to one part of
the state and stay there for a couple of days.|,\M&brked out a technique of spending, of
doing my campaign stops on half days so that Iccbelin two media markets on the same day,
and then double the time that | spent in an aBscause if you went in, you know, went and
spent all day, they knew you were there once,fiydu were to spend half days there, you were
there twice and it worked very well.

TOB: Just double the amount of newspaper articles,.and .

KC: Yeah, and amount of visits and of course a loteafgbe, you know, a lot of supporters
really, one of their gripes is they never see yod this is a way of, this was a way of allevia-,
you know, sort of eliminating that, some of thapgrbecause they’d see you more often.

TOB: Campaigns are obviously getting bigger and biggedrthey continue to get larger today.
What kind of entourage did you do this campaigmuritt?

KC: Well, in those days, you'd never get away withatwy but you had, a telephone company
gave you an advisor, communications advisor. Amdgould pick a Democrat who travelled
with you constantly, and had a driver, you hadite a driver, and then you pick up volunteers,



you know, who would travel with you. But then whatid is | had read Jerry Bruno’s book
about the advance man during the 1960s so | créateddvance people. One who went two or
three days before and one who went the day befdieecsame day so that, one that was always
just ahead of you so that when you went somewlwespaak. Well, first of all there was work
done to organize the event, to get the peoplemaisa on, and then the one who went just
before you would go into the hall and put your postll over the place and give somebody a
bag of pins to hand out. And so your opponentsladvoame in and they’d see all of your, and
they’d think that the whole town, the whole cityssar you, the whole area was for you and
they didn't realize it was one of your own peopéeling them up on the wall. And it was
demoralizing to the opposition and it did to soregrée influence the people who came in. But
that was all, you know, | got a lot of those, yawoWw one of the best campaign, and it’s still
pretty true today, was Jerry Bruno’s book on adeaman and Theodore White’s book on
making the president of 1960. There were sometess there that are still good. You know,
things like, you know, you would always have anrfieev crowd and you would change the
locale if it was going to be empty and, you knogghniques like that that left a stronger
impression than otherwise. And other candidateemseem to take the initiative to do those
simple things.

TOB: Now was Reed campaigning as actively as you weneas he, did you kind of
overwhelm his campaign?

KC: | think John Reed felt that | wouldn’t beat him aswhe continued to be governor and
continued to do the things he always did and | titnihk that he had an extraordinarily active
campaign. | know he wasn't getting around halfrah as | was.

RC: Come election day, did you feel that you were theeudog still....?

KC: Just thought | had a chance. As a Democrat, ttta’snost you could hope for in those
days. That you had a fighting chance. And of sewfter, you know, come election day there’s
nothing more you can do except wait and see. Anddlill a great believer in, | only took one
poll that first year and that was in May, to fingt (iow people felt about issues, how people felt
about me, what they thought were strengths and messles, and then you develop a game plan
and stick to it. | don’t think you panic near #ed or anything else like that because, I think
politicians make a big mistake in thinking that gNmdy in the public is as engaged as you are
and, you know, if you want to create an imagegkes, | mean, there are things you can do that
can destroy one quickly. But if you want to builde, it's a long process and that’s why | think
you start early on, and what you do is to buildioat image and you don’t try to change it two
weeks before the election. If it isn’'t workingethit's not gonna work, in my opinion.

RC: You mentioned one of the issues involved with ythat you were very young, did the
press make a big issue out of that?

KC: Yeah, | think there were negative stories. Butlanother hand you've got to remember
the times, though. This was a time for young petgcause Jack Kennedy was president and
politics and government were at a high plane anthggeople were in, so I, any other time
probably maybe | wouldn’t have had as much of axchas a young person.



TOB: You were the youngest governor in the United States

KC: At that time. But we’'ve had people like Bill Clort that have come along and shattered
that record.

TOB: When you started your administration after youugaration, what were the top
priorities, what was your, what were the plankgonr platform, what were the things you
wanted to really push?

KC: Well, we put the Maine Action Plan at the forefromhich was education, government
reform, | think those were the two earliest. Ahdr of course later on the environment
developed, and those issues, but economic develtpgw/ernment reform and reorganization,
government reorganization and education were pigliab three top topics. But of course then
you get into transportation, building airports andds and all those things that, all the
infrastructure that goes to economic development.

TOB: Now did the national political scene at that tinaeé a large influence on your early
administration and, or even your election?

KC: Sure, because when Johnson came in you had thesgméety and there was barrels of
federal money kicking around which you could pugtmd use.

RC: Was there any dissidence within the Democraticyfart

KC: Oh, sure. Yeah, there were some who thought Ifara®o liberal, and there was Louis
Jalbert, who unless you conformed to everythingnstied everything he wanted, he’d be your
enemy for awhile. But basically we had such a bo@dre of Democrats that they were pretty
loyal. So what we had to do with, | had veto poiwetwo votes in the House and none in the
Senate, so what we had to do was form coalitigkred one of the parts of government
reorganization was to build a stronger staff foihtibe executive and legislature, so we were
able to remove a lot of the polarization and eftetidt of the compromises at the staff level. So
that by the time we got the bill to the floor oétlegislature, that a lot of the compromises had
already been made, and a lot of the suspicionslisagppeared. And then obviously, if you
count votes and you want to get a piece of legsigtassed, and the legislative body is
overwhelmingly of the opposite political party, ybave to have a sponsor from the other
political party. So | had different people who weort of champions. They felt they were
champions of education, environment and other mgtse if | really wanted a piece of
legislation passed, one of those people would ésplonsor and then in caucus we’d get the
Democrats lined up to vote with a coalition. Se Republican sponsor and the Republican
leadership were able to peel off enough Repubhcdes to join the Democratic votes and we
were able to get a great deal of legislation embittat way.

TOB: Who were your main and most important allies inldggslature, and in the Maine
government in general at that time?



KC: Well, you know, it was a love-hate relationshipt bwould say some of my, one of my
greatest allies in getting legislation done wasridan Richardson who attacked me the most.
But on anything to do with the economy or environmée was a real champion of it and his,
my staff and himself and some of his volunteersld/@ut together the legislation. And Bennett
Katz always thought he was the czar of educatidmesw fight like hell for any education bill
that had his hands, his fingerprints on it. Thasee two highly supportive ...

TOB: Were they Democrats or Republicans?

KC: All Republicans. The Demaocratic leadership wasdgeee had people like ElImer Violette
and we had Floyd Harding and Kathy Goodwin. Sofrte@se people were very good in their
own right, but here again, when you're outnumbéhed badly, you can’t pass anything without
the opposition votes. So you had to compromise th@ Democrats understood that.

TOB: How important was conservation in your early adstiation, what kind of priority was
it given?

KC: Well it was all part of the reorganization effastdreate a department of conservation to
place more attention on, because here again ivergsfragmented. Fish and Game, Forestry, it
was very hard to have a cohesive policy. In fang of the worst department heads | had was
the commissioner of Fish and Game, and he’'d jusand out go out of his way to do anything
he could to cause me difficulty. And on the othand, a guy like Ronny Green, who was
commissioner of Sea and Shore Fisheries, and Awétkins, you know, as long as what you
were talking about was reasonable, they were higiapportive.

TOB: Ron Green was still Sea and Shore commissioner?
KC: Yes, from Owl's Head.

TOB: Wow, he was there for awhile.

KC: Well, he’s been gone a long time.

TOB: No, | know, but ...

KC: Yeah, at that time. He’'d been, he stayed on, peldg@ Dave Stevens stayed on, they
were very supportive. In fact Dave Stevens wasafiiee most interesting department heads
there when | got elected. Came into my office gade me an undated letter of resignation, said,
I've heard you were somewhat critical of my programa you can use this letter of resignation
any time you like. And then as he turned out therdhe said I'm really not that sure | want to
work for you so | reserve the right to leave whamdvfeel like it. And we became, we
developed mutual respect. But there were onlyrafuhthat really did everything they possibly
could to undermine me.

TOB: Dave Stevens was, what was his role?



KC: Highway commissioner.

TOB: Highway commissioner.

KC: With reorganization became transportation commmsiocommissioner of transportation.
TOB: And this reorganization, was this put through dgiyour tenure as governor?

KC: Yes, eventually. Took, almost all of it got dopepbably seven years, six, seven years.
TOB: What were the new departments that were created?

KC: Well, see, you had transportation, conservatiomtaidnealth and human services, there
were about twelve, | don't know if | can remembsern all. It's in Allen Pease’s book anyway.

TOB: How did you reconcile man'’s thirst for developmegahs, modernization, with the
preservation of Maine’s natural resources? That, Wauskie, that was really important for
Muskie when he was governor.

KC: Yeah, we, of course thanks to Muskie, you knowrdlveas an opportunity to pass a lot
more of environmental legislation which was needBdt we took a middle of the road position,
you know, pickerels and payrolls, | think that vilsny first inaugural speech, that we have to
do both. We had a lot of pollution going on & time, but, and we created a tremendous
amount of environmental legislation. | mean, weraned the federal legislation in air quality
and water quality, we passed a lot of bond issuesnatched federal money for municipal
sewage treatment facilities. We created a typsaié wide zoning which we didn’t call zoning
but was called the Site Selection Law for indusargubdivision law for subdividing properties,
a land use regulation commission for the unorgahieeitories, coastal zone planning. All that
stuff happened during those years which was, yawkthere was a national movement and you
coupled a national movement with a neglect, it beE®quite easy to bring people together and
get it done.

RC: Did Muskie help with your campaign at all?

KC: Sure. Yeah.

RC: Did you interact a lot with him ...?

KC: We campaigned together. | was in a lot ofttteun 1970 because | just enacted an
income tax. Muskie told me | was nuts to do ildtme | should go with the sales tax, and | said,
yeah, | know, but | think the sales tax is too esgive, I'm gonna go with a positive tax. And so
we passed the income tax in the Republican legigdiy one vote. But anyway, ‘70 came
along and | was twenty eight points behind in tbkspand ...

TOB: Who were you running against?



KC: The attorney general, Jim Erwin. So Muskie, indws way, he was at the Blaine House
and we were having lunch and he, so | said, | dtw'twas running, and | said, | don’t want to
drag the ticket down. | said, | don’t need to fanthe election, I'm in terrible shape and I'm
going to be just a, I'm just going to be a dragtmmticket. And then, Muskie in his own way
said, who else is there? He didn’'t say, you otgtin, please run, no. He said, who else is
there? That was the endorsement. It was like Wwigemto be ambassador | thought... Dick
Hatfield was the premier and he called me up t@catulate me and said, at least you know
where Canada is. | always remember those two caortsnire my life. No, but | really was in
bad shape.

TOB: Well, how did you get, was it the income tax thattlyou?

KC: Yeah, oh yeah, no question. The only thing thaegae hope that | could win was that
you turn the questions around in the poll, you knblaad seventy percent of the people, an
unfavorable rating of seventy percent. Turn thestjon around by four or five categories and
ask the same people, who would you prefer to bdllmnthis and this and this and it came just
the opposite, seventy percent for me and thirtggrdrfor my opponent. So | knew there was
just a little opportunity there to win, and it wjast a little opportunity because | only won by
five hundred votes.

TOB: Five hundred, wow. How did you turn it around, Whas your technique, same as
before?

KC: Told the truth. Just said that, you know, we neesleew broad based tax, we had charts
and graphs that indicated that we sold a lot opfgedhat the income tax was far more
progressive than property tax. We had taken aflutitiatives to, had a lot of initiatives in the
campaign, ah, to relieve the property tax, so vayrenade it the income tax versus the property
tax. And this, | said, this is the right thingdo and you can vote me out of office, fine, but I
doing it not to get reelected, I'm doing it becaitsethe right thing to do, and it worked. And it
worked for Brendan Byrne in New Jersey, too. | meup campaigning for him on the same
issues, used the same technique in mine.

TOB: Now, what was the need for the income tax? Whasea that?

KC: We needed a broad base tax and, you know, wiedewe were down to what, about
thirty three and a third percent of state suppmrpiiblic education K through twelve. And we
needed to, we felt we needed to get at leastgitgent or else the property tax was just gonna
escalate out of control. Plus the fact, you kniw&,education itself, quality of education itself
was going to diminish. We just had, we had trenoeischeeds throughout the state and there’s
no way they were going to be met with the prop&aky And if you did it with the sales tax, we
had projections that would show it would have taugpto accomplish what we wanted to
accomplish, it would have to go up to like eighhea) ten, eleven percent. And the income tax
was the only stabilizing vehicle for revenue, sofeleit was the right thing to do.

TOB: Besides the income tax, what were the other issudgt campaign? Same as always,
or?



KC: Well, it was, that was the basic issue. | thinkest almost all my time just ...
TOB: What was your opponent going to do?

KC: Well, my opponent was not, again, here again, ymwk...

TOB: Jim Erwin?

KC: Yeah, Jim Erwin’s the attorney, my attorney gendrat again, | wagoing tosay.. |

loved going to political science classes and hatiegn talk about why somebody won and
never talking about how much a weak opponent hefgsl Jim Erwin was a weak opponent,
and he made one very serious mistake: he saithé¢habuld cut ten percent taxes without any
cut in state services, so we hammered him on thatl there’s, of course there was no way he
could, he kept saying he had a plan and he cowdrm@oduce a plan that showed how he was
going to do that, so, and he made some, you knewas not a... He was too much of a tweed
sports coat, button down collar type for Maine.dAhen he made one terrible mistake in
Biddeford. He said he’d been, he said, even thed2eats in Biddeford are going to vote for
me, | remember that, and somebody said, how dickpow they were from Biddeford and he
said, | could tell by their accent. Which didn’osk too good with the French Canadians down
there. So, you know, he was not a very strongidate, which helped me sneak by. | guess
telling the truth and having a weak opponent wassagcess.

TOB: Tell us about your trip to Pakistan.

KC: Well that was in 1968. There was, Averell HarrimAmbassador Harriman was on a trip
to meet with Marshall Tito, to dedicate a dam ikiB@n. To visit with the king of Afghanistan,
the shah of Iran, all that, and as part of thegiglen there were half a dozen senators that were
going with him. This was a fairly important missioAnd then there was a major vote coming
up and Johnson didn’t want to let his Democratiasars go. So President Johnson in his own
way said, they said, Averell Harriman said, welhonam | going to take with the delegation, and
Johnson says, | don’'t know, go get some governArsl so somebody down there, that was
charged with that responsibility of digging up oWdranksgiving weekend six governors, was a
friend of mine and he called me up, wanted to kifdid like to go. Otherwise | never would
have dedicated the Mangla Dam. Or visited withking of Afghanistan. We never did get to
see the shah, which probably a good thing ...

TOB: Was it Afghanistan or Pakistan?

KC: Well, we were in Pakistan, in Yugoslav-, Belgradagoslavia and Kabul, Afghanistan,
and Tehran.

TOB: Can you talk a little bit more about your relatibipswith Muskie while you were
governor?



KC: We used to argue a little bit and, | mean we wottog@ther for the good of the state.
Muskie used to point out my flaws over the teleghand | used to sort of say, well, they’re my
flaws.

DN: How would you describe the differences betweaumr yadministration as governor and
Ed’s, and also your differences in political ...?

KC: Yeah, I, well, you know, | think you’'d have to paekt that answer with the fact that
Muskie was treading some very new ground and, wregnired him to, if you want to establish
the Democratic party, to approach it in a moreiocastway. And | think when | came along |
was, approached it at least publicly in a much nlibezxal fashion. And probably a much more,
approached unpopular issues in a much more aggedsshion. But I'm not saying, if Muskie
had been governor at the same time | was, hisipositnight have been much different than
those that he had to take in ‘54. So the quaeelecsometimes in things like telling me that,
you know, sales tax would be more acceptable theone tax. And he told me, one day he
called me up and told me | was vetoing too manig kéind things like that, you know. And so,
you know, | sort of used to tell him, well, you kmol’'ve got my own agenda and | appreciate
your advice. And, you know, but we, | think we hathink we were friends and had mutual
respect throughout all of that. Campaign time veeked very closely together and, so, | always
thought | had a good relationship with Muskie.fdot | saw him two weeks, | was with him two
weeks before he died and we were reminiscing amakpow ...

RC: So it evolved from a political relationship to agenal relationship?

KC: Well, | think it was, it started like back in ‘54d, you know, | think, | think we had
political disagreements, philosophical disagreesanit mutual respect and never did we not
have friendship. But Muskie liked to lecture. Weuld lecture Don once in awhile and ...

DN: Daily!

KC: And | just felt that, | was very interested indistng to him because | can learn a lot from
him, but I felt that | had gotten elected and | kamdonduct my office. Ultimately | had to
conduct it the way | felt, which was sometimes tighd sometimes wrong, but, you know, | felt
| had to be intellectually honest with myself. Alldiskie was very helpful in many, many
things. And he didn’t disagree with me on evenythijust periodically, issues, and he was
probably right. I think he was wrong on the incotae. In fact, he called me up after, the
people took the income tax to referendum and peaptied two to one to keep it. And | had just
squeaked by by five hundred votes, and he calledprend said, how does it feel to know that
the tax is more popular than you are? So we kyawv, he used to call me up frequently and
when he was in Augusta he’d stay at the Blaine Haugh us and, you know, we would have
Campobello meetings at the Blaine House. Therepwmhscal disagreements at times, but they
were never ugly disagreements. Like | say, | tvigkalways remained friends and ...

End of Sde Two, Tape One
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TOB: Yeah, John [Bernatovic, law partner of Curtis, Tueferring to former Governor Curtis’
current schedule] was telling me, the other daylyad a busy day.

KC: Yeah, we got the three days, three days of thestimys, but | don’t need to be at the
meetings themselves. | need to be at the posemarieetings.

DN: On the subject of contrast, if you will, betwgeu and Ed, were there major
disagreements on policy, or were there major degents on style and strategy tactics?

KC: Mostly style and strategy. | don’t think that,dikhe income tax, | don’t think he
philosophically disagreed with the income tax, Ihatfelt that politically the sales tax was much
more palatable and better because it was a moatapée, better for thBemocratic party. But,
you know, | was not as articulate a person as Edkiduwvas and my style probably seemed a
little impetuous, a little abrasive because | wgsrou know... Going back to my early days, |
wasn’t too interested in being patient if | coulet gomething done, and, you know, whatever.
Patience sometimes is the better route to takd. tf8ok it was more style. And of course | was
young, and | was learning on the job.

DN: Well the intriguing thing to me is the fact thetth of you came out of the tradition, family
tradition of Democratic affiliation; both of yowame from socio-economic groups that were
discriminated against, although ethnically veryeaté#nt; and the style and the approach to
politics was quite different.

KC: Muskie was more deliberate, he was more delibénaterking through his initiatives

than | was. | subscribed a lot more, | guess yadsay, to the best of the Lyndon Johnson
type philosophy. | would try to leverage humandogbr to get off to the best start possible and
to continue on the best start possible, and thbacsibed if you're two votes short that | wasn’t
above breaking an arm once in awhile to get thwsevbtes, particularly when they were
Republican arms. And Muskie was much more delibarabuilt his case slowly and
deliberately and sold it. And | was too impatientjuite take that approach, | think. And I, you
know, I'd like to say that history will record thate both achieved a certain level of success.

DN: | don't think there’s any question about that.

KC: But, you know, when you're dealing with an oppogitditical party, | mean, it's a real
challenge on how to get anything done. Like a slgasne | think, you always have to be
thinking that when you make your move, what’s tb&move going to be. You've got to be
thinking four moves down the board with a Republitagislature, the way it was in those days,
which was very conservative, reactionary. With sagood people starting to creep into the

party.
TOB: Do you think Muskie had a legitimate shot of wirgpiihe presidency in 1972?
KC: 1In‘72? Yes, | thought he had an excellent charked then contrary to history, | didn’t

think, | didn’t think, | must say before, | didrttink at the time that Hubert Humphrey had much
of a chance until Bobby Kennedy was assassinaked. therefore | didn’t think Muskie fitted



into the picture that year. And so there was sdis&greement on support. But when he ran as a
candidate himself, | thought he had an excelleanhch.

RC: How did you become Democratic party chief?

KC: Oh, well, | campaigned for Jimmy Carter. Jimmyt€aand | served together as
governors and he was, when he put his cabinettiegékind of shook out. He asked me if |
would be chairman of the Democratic National Conteitand | told him | had strong
reservations about doing that, and being countyfiton Maine... He said, | don’t, you don’t
have to do it for long, | just want to put somebadyhere | can trust. And then | heard him
make that same speech to about five other peopledneited and then | realized I'd been taken.
Which is a lousy position, particularly when youhread over heels in debt. And it's an even
lousier position today. | think the political pag have, they have really become conduits for
soft money and | wouldn’t... That's one of the wasthat | left because a lot of things that |
wouldn’t do when | was chairman.

RC: What were your responsibilities?

KC: Raising money. Getting the committee to vote tlhg some staff member wanted them
to vote, to do every-, to be at the beck and dalVhite House staffers.

RC: You left after only one year ...
KC: One year.
STU: ... was it because you were entirely disillusiore@,

KC: No, I laid down four, five conditions of which | wtd stay and the, Hamilton Jordan
wouldn’t meet those conditions and so | left. Bty know, little things like money. You
know, look at today, we were so cautious about eher took money because | figured I'd be
the one testifying, and the people who told meaadhis would be long gone. So we were
extremely cautious. And, you know, and then staffeould suggest that you do things which
was close to being illegal and | would tell them, rAnd so after awhile | became sort of, they
started, the staffers, they started underminindatause they couldn’t control me.

And Carter was a good friend, | used to meet with &very two weeks, but... That's another
thing | learned was that there’s a lot of matteys gon’t bring up to a president because you
think they’ve go bigger problems. And then | beg@ann retrospect I've learned that a lot of
people feel that way and that's how presidents imecisolated and insulated, isolated, because
there are a lot of things his staff are doing tltabught were wrong. One of them wanted me to
rig the rules at the mid term convention to helpt&@abe renominated and | said, this is silly. If
an incumbent president can’t be renominated, witsorewing up the rules, then there’s no way
he’s going to get reelected. And | got into adbtrouble over that. And | got into trouble with
George Meany. We had twenty five large appointsyantd George Meany, of course this is
when the Blacks had helped Jimmy Carter get eleatsdthe Hispanics had helped him, women
had helped him. And George Meany sent me overtywiere names of fat, old white union



leaders. And so what | did is | went into soméhef other unions, the UAW and other unions,
and | picked women and Blacks and Hispanics andiafgd them. And Meany raised all kinds
of hell over at the White House. He informed meat thwas persona non grata in the AFL-CIO.
But I, the president was, he was caught in betwéenean, all these people were looking to
President Carter to recognize what they’d dondniior, and along comes an old timer like
George Meany who wants business as usual. Sod ldidof stuff like that that led to an early
demise. The only thing that I'm, the only regréalve that | was stupid enough to take the job in
the first place, not the way | handled it.

TOB: Your ambassadorship in Canada worked out a ligteeh

KC: Oh yeah, well, he, we, you know, Jimmy, of coursemas still very friendly and loyal. In
fact when | left the DNC he invited my family ovand we had dinner with his mother and
Rosalynn, up in the presidential quarters anchall, tand, that’s where he asked me, he said,
“Anything else you’d like to do?” And | said, “latne down here to, just, to try to help you, I'm
not looking for anything in particular.” And heiga“How would you like to be an
ambassador?” and | said, “Well, maybe that’'s aa.id&nd he said, “Well, New Zealand is
open.” And | said, “No, | don't, | couldn’t see @ty age getting buried in New Zealand,” which
would have been a lovely place to go. So | sdidelt, if Canada ever comes up,” | said, “I'd be
interested because, you know, our relationshim”l @ent home and a year later thesun comes
up and says, “You still want to go to Canada?” amdl was appointed. So Jimmy was always
very good, very friendly. But | don’t know, you éw, going, | don’t want to get into all of this,
but, | don’t know how, | don’t know how the poliitparties are going to right themselves.
They're role is diminishing substantially. | meameaningful role. And it was going downhill,
starting downhill pretty fast when | was there, bidel for Don Fowler. I'm surprised that he’s
escaped as long as he has as chairman.

TOB: Is he the chairman now?

KC: Not now but he was when all this funny money wgmf back and forth. Don was an old
pol, he didn’t belong in that job at all, he wascdah pol. He was on the committee when | was
there. And Chris Dodd, the head co-chair, Chridd>was the figurehead, Don was running,
Don was supposedly running the place. In factpthlg thing that was running the place was the
guest for money. And that would make me very nesvo sit on top of all that.

STU: That's a whole other issue.

KC: Yeah, itis. And yet, how do you get elected &eaocrat if you don’t match the
Republicans?

RC: Well, Mr. Curtis, | have one final question for yoln retrospect, what is it that you think
Muskie brought to Maine politics that hadn’t beeaught before? What do you think he gave
people? What was special about Muskie politically?

KC: Well, first of all for Maine, the first, very firdhing he did for Maine is he got the hole in
the dike to break the stranglehold of a one parsyesn. And then secondly, he became a



national leader which placed him in a position einlg able to do a lot more for the
constituencies, his constituents in Maine. Andiaught a new philosophy into Maine politics
and Maine government. He brought a progressiviesphy to the forefront and he did it in a
way that was lasting because he was highly respécteis views and what he did. So Maine
has substantially changed because of what he dtart84 and what he carried out. And you
look at the two senators we have today, and it'd lmsee how Maine is going to progress
substantially under their leadership like a Muskibp was a national figure.

In fact, we, Maine’s had, Maine’s been, you knavg, guite amazing for a small state to have a,
people of national influence and internationaluefice. Like Margaret Chase Smith and Ed
Muskie and George Mitchell, you know. They rosevttere they had, they could bring to bear a
tremendous amount of influence on policy and wiagipens. And, you know, it's not, and as
Don knows from being a staffer in those days,this position, you know. You can, you know |
could go in to talk to John Donovan or | could gand talk to some of George Mitchell’s staff.
And all they had to do was bless what we were wagykin and then carry the water to a certain
point, and, in the name of the senator. And y@&tan awful lot done without ever doing,
having, the senator have to do anything more thegsbt. Say, yeah, that's a good idea, go with
it. And so, you know, | think there’s a lot of tigis people don’t realize; how much you can
accomplish by just having that type of a leadehoffice.

DN: And the great lesson was to make use of thaepouthout ever forgetting that it wasn’t
yours, it was the leader’s power.

KC: Yes, absolutely. And that’s what the White Housdfsall of them, not all of them but
great numbers of the White House staff totally &rdpat. As Andy Young said, you know, a
White House staff has never organized a block, newea business, never run for political
office, and, | forget, and what else. And theydmwn there and they have this heady
experience. And you'll get a phone call that wdly, the White House is calling, you know, and
that used to get me mad. Some third level stafb@m there, “It's the White House,” and | used
to get them mad because | used to say, “Well, youtday. ‘This is the White House.” Do you
have a name?” And they'd get all insulted.

End of Interview

MOH# 032a_072198.int



	Curtis, Kenneth oral history interview
	Recommended Citation

	MOH_032_Transcript

