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FUSKIE COMEMTS ON THE E'ERGENCY E'PLOY! ENT ACT

Senator Fimumnd S. tuskie today described the Pmercency Pmployment Act, which
President Nixon sicned into law Monday (vesterday), as a "useful and ruch needed
sten to combat the nroblem of continued hich unemployrment in !faine and in the country
To the more than 33,000 nersons who are currently out of work in “alne, the Act
will nroviie ~romnt ossistance through public service jobs snonsored by the state,
county, and municinal sovements.

To the governments of ‘laine, the Act offers an opportunity to provide a variety
of essential public services for up to two years. Under the Act, the Department
of Labor may fund up to 30% of salaries in areas of hich umemployment for such jobs
as nolice and fire vrotection, economic develcpment, health and recreational services
and environmental countrol.

"1f Congress, which originated this program, now anpropriates the full amount
of monev authorized by the Act, *aine could receive un to $15 million over the next
two years based upon recent state-wide wmemmloyment figures.' The unemnloyment rate
in ‘aine for tav stood at 8.1% with 6 counties over 19%,

I ur~e mmnicinel officials throuchout “aine to fully explore the benefits which
the Act nrovidss,

“These jobs will not be *make work' jobs. They will be jobs which need to be dong
and which will »rovide an omnortunity for future advancement. The *'aine Fnvirommenta
Improvement Commission, for examplé, states it could employ 30 additional persons
to carry out its exmanded resmonsibilities. The Pmereency Emloyment Act could ensbl
the Commission to fill these positions. '

“The task of revitilizine our nation's economv is one of t.e most nressing rroble
now facine the Consress. The Pmergency Frmloyment Act renrcsents one of several
initiatives vhich the Congress has taken in this reparcd, and I em please’ that the

President this year has reversed his nrevious veto of this measuve."
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