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Transcript

MikeRichard: The date is August 11th, 1999 and we’re hereatiéb, Maine in the home of
Pauline Dawson. Interviewing is Mike Richard. Awds. Dawson, could you please state your
full name and spell it?

Pauline Dawson: Pauline K. Dawson, that's P-A-U-L-I-N-E, K, D-A-\8-O-N.

MR: Okay, and when was your date of birth?

PD: Twelve — twenty-six — seventeen [12/26/17].

MR: And what town were you born in?

PD: In Rumford, Maine.

MR: And have you lived in the Rumford and Mexico ateaughout your life?

PD: Yes, | have. Mexico really, I've never livedRumford. | was born . . .., the hospital was
in Rumford.

MR: Oh, okay. And let’s talk a little bit about yoiamily background. First of all, what were
your parents’ names?

PD: My father’'s name was John Knauer, my mother'senaras Christine Cyr, she was from
Canada; he was born in New York City.

MR: And, could you actually spell those names forttpe?
PD: J-O-H-N, K-N-A-U-E-R, and C-H-R-I-S-T-I-N-E, C-R.
MR: Okay, thank you. And what were their occupations

PD: My father had a s---, worked in the mill a shwhtile, and then he and another fellow



started a little country store, and finally he blouthe other fellow out. The other fellow wanted
to go into farming. And he managed to have twoestoand that's about it, that's what he did.
He worked hard, long hours. He died fairly youfgd my mother worked in the mill. She was
a counter and inspector in the paper mill.

MR: And this was the Oxford Paper Mill?

PD: Oxford Paper at the time, yes.

MR: And how many siblings did you have?

PD: 1 have two children, a boy and a girl.

MR: And did you have any brothers or sisters growipg

PD: | had five sisters, and that’s it.

MR: And what was your place among them?

PD: 1 was second, | was born second of the six girls.

MR: And actually, what were your sisters’ names, fuist names?

PD: There was Myrtle, you want the last name too?

MR: Sure, yeah.

PD: Well she, Myrtle Milledge, and there was GeraddBurns, Janet Fish, Frances Gronin,
Barbara Kelly, that’s, that five? | think so.

MR: And have any of them been interested in policswolved with politics in some way?
PD: My sister Myrt and | kind of went together, a feithese meetings and, Democratic
meetings, but | was more, | was there more oftan ghe was. And right now | have a niece
that’s active in town, only she’s in the Republicaine’s working for the Republicans.

MR: And what were your parents’ political views?

PD: They were both Democrats. They were both Dentecra

MR: Was that the, the families that they came fromevadso generally Democrats, or?

PD: I'm not sure of that.

(Tape paused.)



PD: My father was German and my mother was French.

MR: And did they talk about politics much with youldren at home?

PD: A little, not overly. They did talk politics s@m

MR: And was there, would this stimulate a lot of @mation among you and your sisters?

PD: 1think so, yeah. Most of us were Democrathattime. | have one now that’s kind of
leaning towards the Republicans, out of the sike ®thers were, | don’t think would stray from
the Democrats but | don’t know that.

MR: And what were your parents’ religious beliefs?
PD: They were both Catholic.
MR: And also, what was the economic situation of ylauamily when you were growing up?

PD: Well, with the six girls, my father had a hansh& making a living. He worked hard, long
hours, and it really was what killed him. My mathised to take in laundry to help, and then she
finally went into the mill and worked as a, asidsas a counter and an inspector of the paper.
And that’s pretty much it.

MR: And just in general, how do you think your pastattitudes and beliefs affected you
while you were growing up?

PD: 1 don’'t know. They wanted us to be honest chkitdrand respect other people and beliefs,
and to be fair with everyone. Pretty much that tisesr teaching.

MR: Okay, I'd like to talk to you about the town, Meg, the community that you grew up in.
And first of all, what was it like socially and padally at the time you were growing up?

PD: Let me think. | don’t know, | think we had thedt of times then, even though we had
nothing. Everybody was the same, there were atlatnhad more than we did. But pretty
much, most people had tried to work a garden saoething to make ends meet, like my
mother did taking laundry, do ironing, along witly father working long hours. But our
neighbors, we always got along with our neighbangl they were a mixture of nationalities.
Everybody seemed to love one another and thatwe&ve happy.

MR: And what were some of the, we were talking altloista little bit off the tape, but what
were some of the dominant ethnic groups, sort @fament ethnic groups in the area?

PD: 1think, as far as working in the mill, it seentedoe the Scottish people. | think they must
have come from the old country and knew how toayaper mill. They seemed to have the
higher jobs in the mill, managing and supervisord things because they knew their craft. But,
what was your question again?



MR: Oh, just about what some of the ethnic grougswn were?

PD: Well, everybody worked hard, and nobody reallyrzh at that time, | mean until, of
course in ‘29 when the crash came up everybodyhweting from that. And we didn’t eat a lot;
we didn’t get, throw our money around very much.

MR: And what were some of the nationalities that wsag in the area? You mentioned
before there was Irish and Scottish?

PD: There was French, a lot of French, Lithuaniand,the Scotch and Irish, Italians, they had
their section of town. It seemed like different@s had clumps of either Italian families or
French families, or Lithuanian families. They seento like to be together, yet everybody
mixed well. And we all played with one another, yisu know, it didn’t matter what our
nationality was, we just played and had fun.

MR: And you also mentioned off the tape there waseskmKlux Klan activity (nintelligible
phrase)?

PD: Yes, at one time. | didn’t see it all. Welldve a little bit of it because of the excitement
the boys had when they knew that these Klans warsf a meeting. They sensed that, the fact
that there was secret, that it was secret, andihdtof intrigued them | guess. And they’d

come back and relay the message to the girls.giflsewouldn’t go anywhere near the building.
They’'d go down and try to look in the windows ongething. And finally they burned a cross
up in the ledge up in back of the town and mospjeesaw it, but | didn’t happen to see it, but |
heard about it.

But it, the Klan built a foundation and put a capit and they had their meetings there first.
But finally they built quite a good size buildingdathat building was used for many things after
| think they dissolved, the Klan dissolved. Anéylplayed basketball there. Matter of fact, my
father ran a roller-skating rink in that one hall.

And earlier, | must tell you about schools heravligr | went to school up over a bakery on the
main street. The schools were so crowded theydihadve a classroom up over a bakery, and
after the classes they would take all the seatamdijppush them in the what was called a
cloakroom, push all the seats out, they were atisskiush them all out in the back and then have
basketball games in that one, where we had ousrdas. So that's how bad things were in
those days. Schools especially were hit hard.

MR: And you went to Mexico public schools throughthgghool?
PD: Yes, and this was in sixth grade | think. It veagh grade that | went down to, it was
upstairs over a bakery. And we’d smell the doughiand really get hungry, we were ready to

eat any time.

MR: And, so what were some of the interests thathamiin school, through the high school



days, including your earlier elementary period?

PD: Well, | was never very athletic in that I'm shartd, | tried basketball, | tried hockey, but |
never made it really. | had the interest but | waser, | don’t know whether it was. | think |
was coordinated enough but there were so manytgatsvere taller and better than | was that |,
| just got left behind.

But classroom, | guess | was average. | enjoybddgcenjoyed the teachers. Some of them |
really liked, you know, better than others, butythere all good teachers, dedicated. And most
of them even after they got through in the classremuld have extra jobs like coaching or, in
those days | don't think they got paid extra faydé jobs, or if they did it was very little. Today
they do pretty well | think, if they take on a cbaty job or collect tickets to ball games. They
used to collect tickets at ball games and haver gbihs to do besides teaching a class.

MR: And were there any particular classes or coutsgsyou got really interested in,
especially later on in high school?

PD: 1 liked history, ancient history. | liked mathdidn’t care for literature for some reason.
Shakespeare didn’t interest me. | don’t knowkédi most of it.

MR: Were you involved in, talking about high schoehys, were you involved in any clubs or
extracurricular activities in high school?

PD: No, but I got busy, | was in a dance class asg tised to have plays, and between the acts
of plays a few girls and myself would be the emt@rent during the half, or not the half but
the, what is it, what do you call it, during the...

MR: The halftime?

PD: Halftimes of the plays.
MR: Oh, the intermission.
PD: Yeah, what'’s the word?
MR: The intermission?

PD: Intermission, yeah, of the, and I, you know, edito have fairs to make money, you
know, for the clubs. Like the M Club, they had MeClub and the M R Club for the boys and
girls that were athletic, and of course they’d hauetin Club and that stuff. | never took Latin,
| didn’t seem to be interested in Latin. But theejpave a fair once a year and, you know, I'd
work hard on that, putting in booths and thinge likat. And mostly | worked during my high
school years for my father, helping him in the stoBefore | could do much helping I'd just be
there so that, keep my eye on the customers saditiait walk off with the store. That was
after school. I loved being with my father, | didsee him at home, he was always working, so
I’d go down there and sit and visit with him dovirete, at the store. I'm glad I did that now



because he died early.

MR: And you also mentioned that during high school ynentioned off the tape that during
high school you began to get more interested iitig@l And, how did that come about?

PD: 1don’t know what happened that made me takentamast. You know, | love my country
and somebody had to run it. And | decided thatrydo figure out who would best run it, and |
figured it's like a family: you have to have adea, and in order to have a good leader, you had
to know who were choosing, and I just took an ieséfor some reason. Why, | don’t know.

MR: You were also talking about, off the tape, Al 8nmand his (nintelligible word)?

PD: Uh-hunh, Al Smith came along and, at that tini@ink because there’d never, they would
mention there’d never been a Catholic presidemtd Awas Catholic and naturally you're
interested in your own, and | thought why not trigtfellow, see if he will do some good. And
so | fin-, that’'s when | really got a little idedworking or thinking about politics. | wore his
little button, you know, they had little buttonscouldn’t vote, but I, wasn’t he running against
Hoover? I'm quite sure it was Hoover. Whoevemias running against. But | had that little
button that, somebody gave me the button and | Wt and | couldn’t vote but | was wearing
a button. And when Muskie was running, | had, nother lived on the main street and it was a
nice spot for a sign because it was close to thieg@lace but far enough away so it was loud,
close to the church. And he had a nice big sigrettand somebody tore it down. Well that got
under my skin so | went down and | patched the tleing up again. And I'm patching it up and
somebody’s driving down the road and said, “Whatyou doing?” | said, “Well I'm putting
this sign together again.” He said, “What are going that for?” | said, “Well, Muskie is a
good man. That's why I'm doing it.” But, you knpwou ran into things like that. | suppose he
didn’t think | should be doing that for Muskie, drft know, but there was a lot of that, for the
Democrats, signs being torn and destroyed at ome ti don'’t see it now, but it was being done.

MR: Speaking of that, what was the main, or if theas a dominant political affiliation, what
was the dominant political affiliation of the towwrhen you were growing up? Were most
people Republicans or most of them Democrats?

PD: Most, | think this was mostly a Democratic toweachuse there was a lot of French
speaking and they seemed to lean that way atrttee tl don’t know that it’s that way now, |
don’t think it is. | don’t know how we stand nowally, because I'm not into it like | was, you
know. | was a clerk at the booth, the voting hat ¢lections. I'm still on the list but they don’t
call me any more because they have others thaoargger than | am that probably need to
work, you know, the money. They do pay a littlermw, where earlier they paid very little.

MR: And what did you do after you graduated high stho

PD: 1 worked for a few years and then got marriedewhwas twenty-one. Worked as a
waitress for three years, four years, and theitl hgirked after | was married a little bit,
waitress work. Then | went into the mill. No; thiewent working for First National Stores, and
while | was working there somebody asked me if hied a job in the mill and | said I'd like



one, yes; so | got a job in the mill. They told tagyo and apply and | went and applied and got
a job in the mill. And | worked there in the payepartment and tech specialties department,
which is a lab. And finally when | was in the Idiere was a fellow that the mill had sponsored,
four years of college, and he was coming backheg were going to give me another job,
replace me with this young man. And | thought,lwal two children, one of my, my son went
through three years of college and he wanted tongetied, so he got married. And my
daughter didn’t want college or nursing, so | tHoughat am | working for? I'm taking
somebody’s job, somebody that might need it. Anés tired of learning new jobs. | worked a
little while when the computers first come in irethnill, but somebody else, they chose
somebody else to go in the computer job. So Ighgu’'m learning all these jobs and being
bounced around and I just got tired of it, didrévk to work really, so | got done. And while |
was working, | did quit my job, | was weighing papthat was a man’s job, during the war. |
wanted to go out, my husband was in California, lanénted to be with him while he was out
there, so | had, | quit my job then, went out witim for five and a half months, thought he was
going to be shipped out so | came home. Then I Wwack in the mill again.

MR: And what are some of your experiences workingpémill, and maybe with a focus on
your observations of how the workers were treatetivahat the management was like, and
maybe their political affiliations, things like ttta

PD: During the war | think the people had the upparch There was a shortage of help, and
they pretty much, you know, were treated well. Bty always pooh-poohed the, of course the.
| never belonged to a union because | always vebike salary job, and so | don't really know
a lot about how they were treated. Apparently tveyen’t treated too badly, except a few times
when they had strikes. Of course my husband wakimgin the mill when they were on strike,

but he never talked too much about any of the problwith the mill.

MR: And actually, while we’re on the subject of ydwsband, what's your husband’s name?
PD: Everett, Everett C. Dawson.
MR: And what have his occupations been, or what h&e . .?

PD: Well he was working on a pa-, he was managindneMhe first started he managed a A&P
grocery store, and then he had his own little spgrgoods store, he and his brother. And during
the winter things were a little slow so he decittedet a job in the mill and, to carry him

through the winter and put some stock on the shhtid he, he and his brother, he was going to
work one winter and have his brother work the sdagimter, just because it was slow and they
could put more stock on the shelf. Well, come tforethe brother to work in the mill, he didn’t
want to go in, so my husband stayed with it anevbeked there for about thirty years | guess.
Ended up retiring from the mill.

MR: And how would you describe his political inteseand attitudes?

PD: Well he is, he doesn’t speak much about it. HEEsnocrat. But he’s kind of low keyed.
I’'m the one that gets a little involved.



MR: Okay, and getting back to your time in the milé were talking about, off the tape, some
of, | think it was the time that Muskie came in whge was campaigningyriintelligible word)
your office.

PD: Well, | can see that they wouldn’t, or | coule sad also was told that they wouldn’t allow
him into the time office, you know, and then laterl, this other fellow, | don’t know, can’t
remember who was running, this was governorshikt And | can’t remember, | don’t think

it was Reed. Do you remember who he was runniagnaty

MR: | remember in ‘54 he was running against BurtsSraut | forget who he ran against in
‘56, it was not Cross [Willis A. “Bill” Trafton].

PD: One of his opponents, and I'm sorry | can’t thofkhis name, but anyway he was allowed
to come in and be, have somebody escort him thrthegmill. And | thought, gee, they didn’t
allow Muskie to do that, | didn’t think that waghi.

MR: Well, actually, was this, I'm sorry, was this &dBullivan you had said before?

PD: I'm quite sure it was John Sullivan that showed through the mill. 1 may be wrong on
that, but, because it was a lot of years ago, thitk it was John Sullivan who showed him
through the mill.

MR: Oh, John Sullivan was a member of managemeheantll; he wasn’t the candidate.

PD: Well, he probably was a supervisor or a bos®ofeskind. And, you know, he was
allowed to go through the mill and shake hands whithworkers and, you know, this I kind of
felt was wrong. | know it was wrong. Muskie wak@netown boy, he should have been
allowed to do that.

MR: Okay. Actually, let’s talk a little bit about yoown political involvement in the
Democratic Party and how that started as, how yaunyolved in the Democratic Party itself,
because you mentioned you were county committaetseyg at one point?

PD: 1 don’t know, it's just that | was that interegtm politics and my own party, and figured if,
you know, the party’s going to work you've got taMe somebody there to do, to listen and to
show that you're interested. And | used to shoviaugll the meetings that they had. And at one
time they were quite active, but right now | dokriow that there’s any action. | went to a
meeting not long ago where they acted like theyevgging to do something. And they're
supposed to have a table at the Dixfield sidewailkdr something, and | haven't heard anything
about it; don’t even know if they’re going to hate You don’t see anything in the paper on it,
and it's supposed to be this month some time. atfen of fact | had a card out here, | was going
to call Bruce Bryant who's a, right now a represénmg, to see what's cooking with it, you

know, instead of informing us. They wanted usaweesanything that we could for a sale down,
to put on that table, and I've got things linedhgoe and | don’'t even know if they’re going to
have it. My sister and | each gave five dollarstsxy could pay for the table, and, because |



guess it costs ten dollars a table, and we habeatd anything. | was going to call Bruce’s
house, | did but I couldn’t get an answer at oneetiso I'm going to call again. But that’s, you
know, you don’t get any, you go to the meetings yamaldon't get any feedback on it, as to
what’s going on. And just recently, well maybe tdlk about this after this taping.

MR: Was Democratic County Committee secretary, wasttte only official position that
you've held in the Democratic Party?

PD: Uh-huh.
MR: And, do you remember what period that was, ropgtiat period?

PD: That's when, when Mitchell was running. He usedome up, he came up and spoke at
one of our meetings. Oh gosh, | don’t know, thei®en so many years pass since, | don’t
remember what year.

MR: That's fine.

PD: I'm not one that remembers dates, even thougtd &ncient history. |, don’'t ask me about
a date, but I'm interested in all these old buidgin | went to Rome and | couldn’t get over it,
how mind boggling it was, you know, ancient stuff.

MR: Yeah, I'm interested in that myself actually.
PD: Catacombs and all that, just fascinated me.

MR: Okay, who were some of the people in the Demmc@iunty Committee that you were
involved with? You mentioned a couple off the tape

PD: Yeah, Emile Frasier and Don O’Leary, MacDonald, what's his name, Leo MacDonald,
Ida Luther, who else, got to be some more theret nhany women, sorry to say. One while
there they were pushing women, they wanted womeuarto That was a. They stressed that at
some of our meetings, to get the women out to ouroffice. And there were a few that, | can’t
remember their names even, that were quite intteand | think they probably did get into
politics, that came to our meetings, they were foarhof town, political women. But as far as
the town went, | don’t know.

MR: Okay. And what were, what specifically were yoesponsibilities as secretary in the
county committee?

PD: Well, just to, you know, record the meetings aeere they'd be held and the time and
place, and if there’s any speakers. Pretty mudht &hy recording secretary would take care of.

MR: Did you have much contact with the state legiskbr legislators through this
connection?



PD: No, no.
MR: Did you have any contact with. . . .?

PD: Well, you know, my own, yeah. Like Don O’Learasvin the senate, you know, people
from town. But as far as anybody from out of tovagusta, period, no. At one time we went
down to visit the State House and had our pictaken with Ken Curtis, my sister and I. | forget
what we went to Augusta for at that time, but gptaure of ourselves with Ken Curtis.

MR: Did you ever have any contact with Muskie throyghr work in the Democratic county
committee?

PD: No, and I'm sorry | didn’t. | don’t know, he seed to be in my mind a, he seemed such a
giant to me. What would he have in common with hielt, you know, except that he worked
for me. But | thought he should be spending méygau know, his time with somebody more
important than | was in government. | mean, | wager in government anyway, but he was
always. | was in awe of him and | don’t know, laVve to, you know, gotten closer to him, but
he was at a distance. But I, but | guess | putdmna pedestal, | really did.

MR: Did you ever meet him or talk with him at anydénf?

PD: No, he’s just somebody that | admired and woaldehworked for had he asked me to. In
my own way, | sent a little bit of money to him whiee was campaigning. | got a card from him
thanking me and just written Ed on it. And, jusaalistance, but | admired him.

MR: Okay, well | guess before we get off the subggdhe Democratic Party committee, you
were talking also about, on the tape, the demisat lzast the decline of that committee in the
county, and some of your reasons that you thougtititappened. Would you like to talk about
that a little bit?

PD: Well, at a meeting they’'d have plans to do aaterthing. And next thing you know, that
was canceled, nobody told me about it, nobody wootalled to tell me there was a
cancellation of anything. And it sort of got mixed. And I didn’t know what was going on and
why they didn’t involve me, you know. It was mybjand things that were brought up at the
meeting were not followed through, and it just gobe mixed up.

MR: Okay, well let’s talk a little bit about your egionship with Lucia Cormier, who was in the
state house of representatives the same time thskiblwas in the forties. How did you get to
know her, first of all?

PD: | knew her as a businesswoman. | went into hepsshe had gift shop and a bookstore.
And I, | knew she was a teacher of course, and &fteching she did go into this. And | used to
shop there and got acquainted with her, and ofssosine was, she and my brother-in-law were
good friends in that my brother-in-law’s father wiaghe house of representatives and knew we
were both Democrats and working for the party imfard. So through my brother-in-law | got
a little more acquainted with her, and she usedvite us down to her Cape Elizabeth place.



And then when she retired and went to Daytona, igieed her down there. She had a party for,
| can’t remember, it was somebody in her apartrdemin there in Daytona, and she invited
anybody in Daytona that was from Maine that shenkteethis party. And socially | knew her
after she went into politics.

MR: And she talked about Ed, you said, when she masved in the state house of
representatives. What were some of the storied sleyou about, well, her work in general in
the State House? And also her work with Ed Muskie?

PD: Well, she didn't discuss Muskie a lot except, koow, that story | told you about with the
pressing his suit so he’d look nice for the nexiesgyance, wherever it was. She sort of, | don’t
know that you'd say she mothered him or not, betsdrt of looked out for him in that way.

MR: And would she talk with you much about her omerasts and political goals while she
was working in the state house of representatives?

PD: Oh, she, | knew that she was, you know, strib#gynocrat, as | was, and, but she didn’t
dwell on it. But she, you know, she of course kiduskie and followed Muskie all the way
and thought he was a wonderful man.

MR: Okay, | guess a general question about the contyntime Mexico-Rumford community.
How do you think it's changed? | mean economicatynically, politically, over the years that
you've been living here?

PD: 1 really don’t, hadn’t thought too much aboubitt it sure has changed. I'd like to know
what caused the change. 1 think, you know, théyitlused to be strictly a Democratic town.
And they divided the town of Rumford, half of theme voting in one district and half in another
part of it. | don’t know that | would say stricthalf but part of Rumford is in one voting, what
do you call it?

MR: Is it a ward @nintelligible phrase)?

PD: Ward, yeah. So, you know, it split Rumford, gbihk the Dem-, the Republicans are
benefiting because they seem to be winning nowyevheised to be strictly Democrat. But | do
think that the Republicans stick together, theylkatogether, and they get things done, where the
Democrats are kind of laying back.

MR: Okay, actually I'm going to flip the tape here.

End of Sde A
SdeB

MR: This is the second side of the interview with IReuDawson on August 11th, 1999, the
time is quarter of twelve. And we were just abtoutalk about how you think Rumford has
changed, or the Rumford-Mexico community has chdregmnomically.



PD: The way | feel about is the mill is downsizinge ttown is smaller. | know Mexico, there’s
many retired people carrying the load, paying thes. In, the mill seems, if they hired, seems
like if they hire somebody from out of town thatist living here, they’re not spending their
money here. They're taking their money out of tama spending it elsewhere, so the town is
being hurt from it. You'll notice that the storame closing, and it really, and there’s a lot of
older people. Young people have to go elsewheveota. Mostly elderly. And it makes you
sad because you don’t have your family with yowrnyffamily is elsewhere, especially as you get
older. Used to be that families were, stayed togretintil they died. But today the elderly are
left alone, their children are away. It's kindabfad situation for the elderly. And I think foet
young people, too, because a lot of them wouldtlikstay here in this area, but there’s, the job
market isn’t what it should be. | don’t know wiedse has changed, that, but | think that’s the
big change.

MR: Well is there anything that we haven't talked atttbat you'd like to add, maybe about
your own political interests or things that youiveticed about the community, or politics in
Maine?

PD: No, I'm not too well acquainted with the schoaftsymore, | know they’re important and |
hope they’re working well in this town. | thinkete’s nothing more important than the schools,
provided you have the right teachers. And beidgry, you're kind of in a cocoon; you're not
out there with the mainstream. 1 like to thinkn,d get, you know, involved once in a while
with the town things, but, historical society anfiéa other things, but | don’t know. | don’t
know if all of us elderly feel the same as | daot. | still think it could get better, hopefully.

MR: Okay, well just a general question: what do yaaok Muskie’s effects and legacy for
Maine and Maine politics have been?

PD: 1think he’s one of the, probably the only onatth affected this town in any big way. |
can't think of anything more important than thead the water and the land, and he worked
hard for all of us so we’d have a better life. Heope that, you know, it's not easy, | know the
river is cleaner, and | hope that, you know, thestill checking on it to make sure it stays that
way.

MR: Okay, well I don’t think I've got any more quests, actually, so if you're all set then,
thanks a lot for your time, | appreciate it.

PD: Oh, you're welcome.

End of Interview
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