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Biographical Note

Jeanne Delahanty was born on March 22, 1916 indtewj Maine. She attended Lewiston High
School and then went on to Georgian Court Collegere/she graduated in 1937. Jeanne
married Thomas Delahanty in 1942, also a residebéwiston. After their marriage, Tom

briefly worked for the FBI in New York City beforeturning to Lewiston where he was
appointed to the Maine Superior Court. Jeanne bas btrongly connected to both Maine and
national judicial politics for most of her life. 8lis the daughter of a United States District Court
Judge, and the mother of a Maine Superior Couttcdus hroughout her life, Delahanty stayed
active in the community of Lewiston serving on mé@woards and committees.
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Transcript

Don Nicoll: It is Wednesday, the 22nd of March, the yeat0200/e are at 108 Central Avenue
in Lewiston. This is Don Nicoll and | am interviewg Jeanne Delahanty. Jeanne, would you
give your full name and spell it, and your date plate of birth.

Jeannne Delahanty: | certainly will. Jeanne Delahanty, D-E-L-A-HI&-T as is Thomas - Y.
DN: And is your first name Gene, G-E-N-?

JD: J-E-A-N-N-E.

DN: N-N-E. And when were you born?

JD: (Uninteligible phrase), March 22nd, 1916.



DN: Oh, today’s your birthday?

JD: Today’s my birthday.

DN: Well, happy birthday.

JD: Thank you.

DN: And where were you born?

JD: Lewiston.

DN: And what were your parents’ names?

JD: My father was John David, Jr., and my mothes Wacille Eugene Smith from Shallot,
Michigan.

DN: Where did your father and mother meet?

JD: Again, this is rather interesting. Her fathexsan Congress, and | had an Uncle Dan
McGillicuddy in Congress, and they became quitaselfsiends, the two of them. And my father
was in law school at Georgetown and he was inuiegb to a dance at the White House. So
needless to say, Dad went. And when he went, wfsep all formal and so forth, his hand was
done up. He got into an argument, God knows what gotten into, and so he was there formal
with his hand all done up. And my mother was capdown, | think the Red Room, some
room, | don’t remember the name, coming down theway and her skirt was split up to the
knee | guess. It was pink satin with all sortstaffon it. And my father looked up and he
poked his uncle and he said, “Who’s that lady?” Aedsaid, “That’'s Mr. Smith’s daughter.”
“Oh, suppose | could get a date with her?” Thiglst my mother told us. Sure. So each half
was introduced and she said, “Well you stood oatibse your hand was done up,” she said, “I
noticed you.” “What do you think | did it for?” dee made some quick remark. And anyway
they had, the next day they had lunch in the ceartdrsaw one another for a short time. He
actually, and he had to, oh she had to go backithilygn with her father. They corresponded
and they had had six or seven dates and were mhavitlein the year. And they were married in
Michigan.

DN: And she came to Lewiston.

JD: She came to Lewiston, terrified.

DN: Had your father grown up in Lewiston?
JD: Yes, he did. Gramp made him work hard.

DN: What was -?



JD: He was a contractor, my grandfather. He lmitit hall, here, and they were building dams
a lot around the state. And at the age of fifty,grandma at the time was the secretary with
Clifford and fame) Construction Company, and she made him retire.s&id, “I can’'t.” “Oh

yes, you can, you don’t know what you have in taeky” And they were able to build a house
on Main Street, and he retired and had a great Hfe died, | think he was eighty-three or four,
I’m not sure.

DN: Did you know your grandfather and grandmother?

JD: Ohdid I, oh did I, | used to live over themagtically, they used to all give me birthday
parties, at the big housein{ntelligible word) large house, it faces, | don’t know if you kndw i
or not but it faces the Frye Street, Main Strdedra’s a big brick house and you can look right
down the street. And it was a wonderful houskeaee a party in. And my grandfather loved
kids, so he did all sorts of Halloween parties @mintelligible phrase) when we were younger
always the circus when it came. Whatever clasad w. No wonder | was popular, he used to
take kids to music hall, any good show, he justdikids. It was wonderful for me. | was the
oldest grandchild, that was good.

DN: How many grandchildren, or how many childrenevéirere in your father’s family?

JD: There were four boys, four children, two galsd two boys, and Dad was the oldest, and
then my Uncle Bill, and then there was two girlsuise and Kathy. And they were very, I'd go
down and see Kath, well | did because she’s, tleepassed away, and I'm very close with the
(unintelligible word) children.

DN: Soit's been a real extended family.

JD: It has.

DN: Where did your father go to college?

JD: Bowdoin. Everybody went to Bowdoin but my gitaan, he did not want to go, he’s at
Boston College. That's what he picked. And herthdeven (nintelligible phrase), the kid
knew, his parents knew he was rather interestinigh@sent out his resume, he sent the down
payment and whatever they needed for it, and tHenwe got acceptedinintelligible word)
acceptance, they didn’'t know a thing about it. yivere, Jack, poor Jack, my son Johnny was
horrified, (unintelligible phrase) but he preferred, and he’s very happy.

DN: Good. Your father went to Bowdoin and thentofeorgetown.

JD: Right.

DN: And came back to Lewiston to practice law.

JD: Right, he went in with my Uncle Bill, to -



DN: Clifford & Clifford.

JD: Clifford & Clifford. See, Bill had eight chilén, one girl she died unfortunately, she was
only thirty-four or five, beautiful girl. She aldw@d kids. But the boys of thieafne) family,
they’re all (nintelligible phrase), | think three lawyers, they had four lawyerghat, in

Portland ¢nintelligible phrase). What was his name, oh, is Andrews in Portlasdur
congressman -?

DN: There was a congressman, Tom Andrews.

JD: Yeah, he just ran recently.

DN: Yeah.

JD: Yeah, well, one of my Uncle Bill's children migd with the Andrews last December, |
wasn't here.

DN: Oh, Deborah.

JD: Is that the one, | can't...

DN: 1think so, yeah.

JD: She’s very cute.

DN: Yes, she is, and she’s very delightful, very -

JD: (Unintelligible phrase).

DN: And so you had mostly lawyers in the family.

JD: Ohyes.

DN: No one followed grandpa into the constructiosibess.

JD: No. Kevin and I thinkunintelligible phrase) you know, talents or something if you
would say that. But no, didn’t want anything towlith that. He just wanted to be, do what he
wanted to do, that was his problem. Many timesdys, | said, “Why didn’t you go to law
school?” “I didn’t want to be like anybody elsel.'think he’s sorry he didn’t, because he can
argue like a son of a gunynintelligible phrase).

DN: Now, your father was active in Democratic potin Lewiston.

JD: And the one that surprised us all, Tom, didetleyou about Patrick, his son Patrick?



DN: No.

JD: When he was studyingyrintelligible phrase) in high school, in the history class, he
volunteered to work for the Democrats around héfe.never had thatiintelligible phrase).

The next thing we knew he had signed up, he wauteh@ until practically midnight down there
at the office, going around, calling people up drding the, doing all kinds of things. Decided
he liked it. But of course it ended there. Heisaking computer, that’s what | call him, and
(unintelligible phrase). And Michael, | don’t know, we’ll have to see atthappens with
Michael when he comes out, if he’s going to maleerhillions and buy my cottage, I'll have to
see.

DN: But was your father elected to office in Lewrstar was he -?

JD: Atone time, one term. He didn't like that hudOf course, when Ed came along he liked
that. He, of course my father liked trying cased bthink he missed his calling on the stage
because, who was it, John Ford who came from Par2lawell, he knew Dad, but he came up,
he wanted him to go to Hollywood to play with, whais the other guy’s name, ah.
(Unintelligible phrase), | can’t remember. It'll come sometime. Waltsome -

DN: Walter Brennan?

JD: No, it'll come, whatever, but my grandfatheidsaon’t you go there, he says, | don’t
want you going there, you'll be ruined, blah-bldatband went on andifintelligible phrase).
But he could do it.

DN: Was this after he was in practice?

JD: Yeah, yeah, because he’d been trying casepeoqle would come up from New York
and he was very famous supposedly another cassy, at ghe dime store, at the Woolworth’s, a
woman had stolen, an elderly old womamiftelligible phrase), and they were going to go after
her and arrest her, and they did. And finallyphd know who, and Dad got hold of the case
some way, but they settled. | don’t knownifitelligible phrase) or whatever, from New York.
And Dad took him over the coals from what | undenstand it hit headlines and everything.
Tom'’s sister, Kathy, did you ever know Kathy, Kathe?

DN: No. Oh, yes, Katherine | knew.

JD: Yeah, Kathy, and she sent us an article frandear, oh the, it was some article that
appeared in a Maine magazine.

DN: Downeast?
JD: It probably could have be®vowneast that she found, and they’d written that case up

(unintelligible phrase), and | don’t know what Tom did with it, but | nevfound again. But,
you know, how the small town lawyer sort of hung tig guy, they really did a good job on it.



DN: In your family, did, were you very much awareyofir father’'s work as a lawyer?

JD: Oh, he wouldn't tell me too much, but you'dtjpgck it up. | don’t think I would have
known (nintelligible word) a doctor or anything else, he didn’t talk abdut i

DN: Did he and your mother talk much about poliitfiome?

JD: My mother was a Republican. But she never saidh, but she went along with the
Democrats. She said, | suppose if | eat it mighkt grow. But she said, whatever Dad wanted
she (nintelligible phrase). So that was good. And my grandmother camean Michigan. |
can remember that my father and my grandmothemggoinregularly arguing about politics.
And she loved to argue, and of course Dad didcsuld just hear them yelling. | don’t know
much about it, they were playing bridge and shegteder they were doing, there was this
yelling at one another.Ufintelligible phrase).

DN: Did you get taken to political rallies?

JD: Not particularly, no, | really wasn’t excepteav here and that was after we were married.
Actually, you know my father loved boxing and thay thing | can remember is Gene Tunney
came to town one day and Dad picked him up in &adtko bring him up to his place in Maine,
up the coast, and half the kids knew | was goingrdwith my father while he picked him up,
before school, and took me down to Portland anagbnim up. Well, | asked him, well Dad
asked him, he said, “These kids want to speak yath” And he said, “Okay,” so he got out of
the car and went over and shook hands with theikitlee school yard, even before he had his
breakfast. But he was, they all thought it was eeyful and gnintelligible phrase). And |
remember, nintelligible word), when | was growing up | just remember they hagbtimgs and
so forth, @nintelligible phrase).

DN: Did your father get involved in the Louis Braceimpaign?

JD: He just knew Louis, | didn’t, he was very frity, he was everywhere but he didn't, |
suppose he did to a certain extent, | neusimtelligible phrase).

DN: How about Lewiston politics, did you have mudaense of what was going on in the
city?

JD: Ohyes, Louis Jalbert. | surely did. One tiimey had, Eleanor Roosevelt School had
Eleanor Roosevelt come up to speak to the teacledsof course Dr. Phillips, the president of
Bates, and at that time | don’t know who handledulght her here or anything else, but they,
she was able to spend the night with Dr. Phillipg,there was no place for them to have dinner
because all the teachers in town, everything had beken up. So, I'll never forget, it was five
minutes past twelve at night and Tom is poking Ingesays, “Can we have Eleanor Roosevelt
for dinner tomorrow night?” And | said, “What ayeu talking about, go back to sleep,” |
thought he was crazy. He says, “I mean it.” tsah sure, what's the difference, | know | was
just nonplused about the whole thing. And | camaliout four, oh my Goduiintelligible

phrase) of who do | invite, ¢nintelligible phrase). He was president of the chamber at the time,



Tom was, and | said the only people that are comrmogpolitics, | want the members of the
chamber, the wives and just the members of thedoaiathe chamber to come, otherwise than
that | won’t do it. And so | had, | didn’t want fock this one and that one, it wasn't right to do
it, | didn’t think.

So the wives came through beautifully. There Wéex,ge Touhey’s father ran the bakery and
another gal’s father was in, at the hotel, well keat at the DeWitt, | don’t know what he was
doing there. So he was able to get cold cuts &ketur We had, well, what else would you have,
a turkey and a ham or something like that. Butgihis all came through and we had it. And
two women who were very, very sick, said they wRepublicans, so they came, they weren’t
that sick, they were very happy, thewifptelligible phrase). So my mother and father, we had
my mother and father, my uncle and my aunt, anc&ybut the rest were, oh, | can’t get in
there, I've got a picture of Eleanor. We'd onlyebdan the house about a year, so the den wasn’t
really quite finished, but sherfintelligible phrase). We’d sent the kids over to Karema(ne)

and she said, | want to see your childrenijritelligible phrase), they’re sitting around in
dungarees then, you know, and the old shoes and-

DN: This was up on Delcliff.

JD: On Delcliff. And we had, of course there wpddice protection there all around the
place, and Louis Jalbert and, | don’t know whobusgldy was at the time, he was driving a pink
Cadillac, that’s all | can remember.

DN: That would have been Roger Dube.

JD: It could have been, because | don't, | wond&the come from the lower part of Lisbon
Street?

DN: Yeah.
JD: He lived down there, but that's probably whwis then.
DN: And he had the pink Cadillac.

JD: Pink Cadillac, that was it. And so when thayne up to the door to come in, they said,
no, you’re not on the list. But of course they wnme and then finally, you know, the, Dube or
somebody had handed the cop a picture of his, laken with Roosevelt, | don’t know whether
it was or not but he wanted it signed lbmi@telligible phrase). So we’d just had the lawn come
in, it was mucky, it was in the spring, and he &grthat Cadillac around and goes right over the
lawn. Unintelligible phrase). But it was one of those things, he was just.m@bhintelligible
phrase).

DN: You grew up in Lewiston and you graduated frogmviston High?

JD: | graduated from Lewiston High. Then | went3eorgian Courts in Lakewood, New
Jersey.



DN: And when did you meet Tom?

JD: Oh, I'd known him for years. He played footlaid he was in the group that we were in.
I never went out with him then, but | went outlwitiends of his. And he went to Washington
and | was in Jersey, so one time he asked mepifildoccome down for a dance, so | went of
course. Then I'd see him on, when I'd come hom@hatstmas time or something, we used to
go the Kiwanis dance togetheunintelligible word), so he didn’t know many people here
(unintelligible phrase). They just go away, their own ways, once youtlgeiugh high school
everything breaks up, which is too bad, but. Amat’s where it all started.

DN: What was Tom doing in Washington at the time?

JD: Law school, he went to George Washington. odked at the NRA, not the NRA, not
the National Rifle Association. He hated guns hedvas a terrific shot. But he had to have one
(unintelligible phrase).

DN: But why was -?

JD: Hewenton, into the FBI.

DN: Now, had he gone to college?

JD: Yes, well he went to George Washington and,thdrch, into the law school, which you
could do at that time, two years and you couldaai school. And then he worked
(unintelligible phrase) well, it would have been about that time, atdffece of, what was

Muskie @nintelligible word)?

DN: Oh, the Office of Price Stabil-, well, the fimie was the OPA, the Office of Price
Administration.

JD: That's what broughufintelligible word). Then he came back. And, you know, he was
working for something in Washington.

DN: And then he went to work for the FBI there?

JD: No, he worked after he came back and ganitelligible phrase) law enforcement and

so forth and decided to try it. That's where, atljuhe was with the FBI when he decided to

quit and signed up for the Marines. But he wasmgsa tooth, out back, and he, but we had it
put in, went back, you know, and they found he &adilcer. Of course he had that for years and
years (nintelligible phrase). Any of the services today, they would probatdyried him on, |

don’t care whether you got ulcers or not, get er¢h but -

DN: What year was that, by the way?

JD: When was the start of the, the start of theo8eé&Norld War?



DN: Oh, December of ‘41 was the attack on Pearl étaidnd -
JD: Well, it was right after that, he was with the
DN: In early ‘42 (nintelligible word) -

JD: Well, it was before that because he wasn’h@) tve were married in ‘42 Uqintelligible
phrase) because he was with the FBI when we married, .yeah

DN: Now, | seem to recall that Tom worked at onenpwmi the Pepperill Mill?
JD: Oh, when he was in high school.
DN: When he was in high school.

JD: And his mother worked there. His father didtew he was four, and there were five
children, and she was, she was somethinintelligible phrase). Maybe he joined everybody
else at the mill, from what | can figure out.

DN: Now, you were married in ‘42 and Tom workedttee FBI for how long?

JD: Well he was in it while we were married, oh,rhest have been there about a year before
we got married | would say. Because he, the issignment was in Kentucky, we weren't
married at the time. And then he transferred tavNerk and that's when | started seeing him.

| was buying, Grant Knowles, which is long gonelathing store, and | had gone twine)

Fashion School at the time, and then | hurt my larekcame home and then | had an offer to go
to work there so | did, and then | left when | waarried, back to New York.

DN: Did you live here when you were first married)ige in New York?

JD: We were in New York, out in Garden City. ItsvMan, we enjoyedufintelligible phrase).

I wasn't far from the airfield, which was Mitche#io the trains would go by our apartment
though, and you could just tell what was going ereh Unintelligible phrase) well of course,
you could tell, gnintelligible phrase) when they did the invasion. The traimifitelligible
phrase). | did drive an ambulance to a certain extemiaoge | could change a tire and | could
use, drive a shift, | was brought up driving a shilVe were few and far between back then.
(Unintelligible phrase) and he decided to go and of course they woutdk& him, and he went
back and then started in practicing with Al Less#ndt work started.

DN: Tom decided not to go into the Clifford & Cliffi firm.

JD: Well he didn’t want it, he wanted to be, yowtn oh no, he said, Bill's got too many kids
at home. This is-.

DN: By this time your father was a judge.



JD: Right.
DN: And how did Tom get to know Al Lessard?

JD: | guess he’d known him for years. | don’t gp&how quite how he did know him, you
know, he knew him when we were mar-, after we vmeageried, but | didn't.

DN: You hadn’'t known Al. But Al was from Lewistortdke it.
JD: Rumford I think.
DN: Oh, he came down from Rumford.

JD: | think he came from Rumford, ammintelligible phrase), now maybe Al, @nintelligible
phrase). His wife came from Washington, Al.

DN: Had he studied in Washington also?

JD: Tom?

DN: No, Al?

JD: | don’t know, I really don’t know.

DN: But they formed a partnership and -

JD: And then when Tom went on the bench, well, whatAl do, yeah, he became a judge.
DN: Yeah, they both became judges.

JD: 1think he was upset when Tom wemi(telligible phrase), but that’s okay.

DN: They were different personalities.

JD: And how. But they did really well together.

DN: Now, Tom was practicing law, and in 1954 he wapgroached to run for congress. And
were you enthusiastic about that?

JD: No, not at all. And the kids were going to@ah “Don’t vote for my father, we don’t
want to leave here, don’t vote for my father.” yteund out we, they happened to like this
(unintelligible phrase). Well the teachers told me, “Did you know yointskare going around
telling them not to vote for your husband?” He diell on Lewiston but up north, actually it
was just gnintelligible phrase).



DN: What was it like in that campaign?

JD: It was a bitter one, I felt, in a way. | me#mey, oh what was his name, was it Brewster?
No, would Brewster have been involved?

DN: Well, Brewster was involved some, on behalfh&f Republicans. The-

JD: | know he didn’t want my father to get the jedghip, | know that.

DN: I'm trying to remember, | guess Charlie Nelsaasvstill there.

JD: Right, he was.

DN: And ran and won. Was it bitter in terms of Tand Charlie Nelson, or just bitter?

JD: | think bitter, | mean, he did very well herethis area, but, | don’t know, | mean, | didn’t
feel all that badly really because he wasn't, hiht would have been exciting for Tom and Tom
would have liked it, but he didn’t seem, you knawyn in the dumps when he didn't get. |
mean, it's amazing, the people, the letters | fouvitkre they are now because everything’s
downstairs in boxes, if | ever move | don’t knowatlthey’ll do with them, but people always
said, well we thought he could win if we give hionge money. And that’s kind of a bad way to
go at it, but that's what happened. And, oh I khie’d have won if he’d gotten half the vote
from up north.

DN: Did he run into prejudice?

JD: Oh, yes, up that wayUfintelligible phrase), ‘be you Catholic’. Yes | am.

DN: What was the response?

JD: (Unintelligible phrase). Knowing Tom he wouldn’t have said much.

DN: What did the fellow say to Tom?

JD: Oh, he saidufintelligible word), “Be you a Catholic?” nintelligible phrase) and what
Tom said | don’t know, he said, “Yes | am, sir,”smmething like that. And he says, “l was very
nice to him, I had him fill my gas tank and | paidh.”

DN: Do you remember when you first met Ed Muskie?

JD: | sure do. He brought him home one night, whenvorked in Portland, and he said to
me, “I told him he could stay here overnight.” As@ I'm, | says, | just, | looked at the height
of him and | says, “You know we only have a cotampthe third floor.” It was warm, it was a
bedroom, but | didn’t have another, just a, it wafiding, it was a cot cot, and I, and if he

wanted to let his feet hang out | would make the ine. And then the next morning when he
came down for breakfast, this is what | made. B $ix eggs, a pound of bacon, and | don’t



know how many toast, and, but | remember the orgunge, he had a tall glass of orange juice.
But that | can remember because | never, my fatlasra good eater, but | never saw him eat
more than three eggs.

DN: Now this is when Ed was with the OPS?

JD: At OPS, yeah.Unintelligible phrase). But it was very, it struck me very funny. Ahd
was so thin, poor guy, | don’t think they’d eatenidg the campaign. Well, you were at the
house (nintelligible phrase) what he can remember. When they'd arrive, théyriintelligible
phrase) and he’d have this house to eat, so of coursaslat the beach so they’d just have full
range, but nobody wanted to buy his food and bitig But it was fine.

DN: Had you known Frank Coffin before the campaign?

JD: Yes, | did and, because Frank’s son and my dade very close friends at school, and
that’'s when I, and we were both friends about #reestime, Ruth and I, and John, my son, was
due in, oh, about the first or second week of Aald Doug was due around the end of March.
Well, she came in, Johnny arrived early, the 26tkMarch, and | don’'t know, | know Doug was
longer, and he was overdue and she was barelyablalk, so that's the way that friendship
started off. Funny talking about it.

DN: Did you, so you and Tom and Frank and Ruth hsaicéal friendship in that period.

JD: Oh, yes,ynintelligibleword). | know when he was sent over to France, was it
ambassador?

DN: He was the, he was the U.S. representativest®dvelopment Assistance Committee.

JD: Oh, is that what it was. Well anyway, | knoe lorrowed some skis, my son John, he had
a couple, so he went over with his skis and broies so he had a, he came back carrying the
ski. | thought, oh my God, all the way back witle tone ski, so it sort of, he said, I've got to
hang that up someplace in my bedroamiritelligible phrase). But (unintelligible phrase). But

he was a great guy. He lived right across, adtusstreet, a very good friend of mine, Margaret
March and when Margaret's mother died he was venddo her father, takingigintelligible
phrase) back and forth, food, watching out for him. Theythe kindestnintelligible word).

DN: Well you had a family connection with Frank’sridy dating way back.

JD: Oh yeah, beforeauintelligible phrase), | didn’t, it was Johnny that really knew him bes
DN: Yes, but your uncle Dan McGillicuddy was lawtpar with Frank’s grandfather.

JD: That's right. | didn’t, to me, I didn’t reallknow him but Uncle Dan we used to call
Humpty Dumpty, he was built like Humpty Dumpty, teally was. He was great, but they never

had children. His wife was Aunt Minnie and sherdigvant any, and he was upset. But,
whatever, whatever she wanted. He was great witheiused to take a group of kids down to



Old Orchard every summer. It's funny, isn't itvia¢hings are.
DN: Oh, yes.

JD: Ididn’t think much about the relationship, yknow, | really didn’t, until you mentioned
it.

DN: Now, in 1954, did you go campaigning with Tom?

JD: Not much, | couldn’t leave the kids, | had #hef them. | think two or three times we
went to some dinner somewheugifitelligible phrase).

DN: Did, during this period, you used to entertailk$ and you did so right up through the
early sixties. What was it like having, you mengd some of it, but what was it like having
folks coming wandering in?

JD: You'd be amazed. It got so it was naturakept canned stuff on hand. But he’d call up,
Tom would call up from the court. He didn’t comanie to lunch very often, and he didn’t eat
lunch, he should have but he didnibintelligible phrase). And so he says, “Oh, I've got a
couple of law clerks here, can we have lunch?”eVEh thirty,” he says, “I'll be up in about
twenty minutes, half an hour.” So I'd, soup anddsaich, no problem. It worked out very
easily, and | did have a good sized refrigeratenth(Unintelligible phrase), the refrigerator was
like that. But, you know, I'd make up things aheddime and freeze themUfintelligible
phrase), | didn’t mind it. | never minded entertaininggknow some people go berserk, some of
my friends, how do you do it? You just do, | thimky feeling is if they want to come and eat at
my house they’ll eat what | have. If they donkdiit, well, don’t eat it. nintelligible phrase).

DN: Was that a pattern in your family’s home, yowther and father’s house?

JD: Well, it was a different type ofigintelligible word) it seems to me, when | was, oh
Mother and Dad always had big groups or clubs, wthey were, and they would dress
formally for dinner, in the house. And then thesed to call, then they, nobody wanted to
entertain any more so they used to go down to DeAd then come back to somebody’s house
and play cards. There were three tables, andkyow, there were. And then there were these
big card parties for the women, my grandmother tsddnintelligible phrase) entertain them
together because the house was bigniritelligible phrase) and I'd be a filler-inner. It's so
different today. The formality that we had themwl aat least in my house. My mother would
never let us come to the table in bathing suitsdaly, they're lucky if they even dress for
anything, let aloneufintelligible phrase). They had, she had a woman working for her datvn
the beach, Mother wasn’t too welinjntelligible word), and the first time she had my
grandmother and grandfather down at the beachioed one Sunday, this girl, Wendy was her
name, she wasugintelligible phrase), she comes serving at the table with her batking of
course with an apron over it, and my mother hitdéiding. She was gone the next day. Now
what a difference. I'm lucky to get anybody torfgrianything to the table today today. No, we
worked out fine, never thought anything about it.



DN: When did Tom go on the bench?

JD: You'd think I'd remember the date, I'm trying think. Ed appointed him New Year’s
day. He took, what is the first year that Ed waémivn to congress?

DN: Nineteen sixy-nine [1959] he went.

JD: Allright then, that, just before he left hetjpim on, had him go on the bench, because |
have a picture in there | think, or somewhere, thatalized you wanted, | had some pretty good
pictures, you can tell. But anyway, this is aietof my boys and myself and Ed where he was
swearing in or something there, and | know thathbee | couldn’t get the boys’ ties tied right
and | had to go over to Louis Griffith’s have himnge over to tie the boys’, because Tom called,
| want you here now, and get the boys dressed Wpow (unintelligible phrase).

DN: So it would have been late ‘68 then.
JD: It would have been in ‘6&ifintelligible phrase).
DN: And nine.

JD: | know, oh that’s right, it was like New Yeaday we had him go upU(intelligible
word) I'm glad you mentioned that. That | know. | ddknow much of these dates, but that |
do know.

DN: And he served on the superior court and thestipeeme judicial court.
JD: Right.
DN: Did he enjoy being on the bench?

JD: Very much so, | know he liked the superior ¢outle says, you know, “You can do what
you want on the,” but he, we had some wonderfehfils on that bench, on that court thing.
There are only seven of them, but | didn’t, theyahing | didn’t like, he was away so much.

DN: In those days there was a lot of travel forjtistices.

JD: They always made it back for a football gamthéf kids were in it. The only one he
missed was Kevin was playing for Bowdoin, and he Waving lunch at a McDonald’s or
something. He’'d been in Portland on the court, staded up to the game and, oh, somebody’s
been injured, they’re taking him off, and the whgyt described the play, they knew it was
center, it was Kevin’'s, which he hated his positiah anyway he played it, he was a good one,
too, and they carried him off the field. And | wagre with my brother and sister-in-law, and
the people next door to us at the beach and aKitise they had five kidsugintelligible word),
except well the girls didn’t go but there were thimys and two girls. And they came, brought
the boys up so they could see Kevin play footlaad] there he was carried off the field. Oh they
were very disappointed. But Tom, you know, turaealind, found out he was all right and went



back, so he stayed a couple of days in the infiynqamintelligible phrase). They had him do it
because he was just sort of knocked out, and wargdaround. (nintelligible phrase) “I'll go
down, don’t you dare go near him on that fieldyii(telligible phrase), which is true.
(Unintelligible phrase), if he was the only one that’s knocked out, Iggiewas pretty lucky with
three of them playing, because he liked football.

DN: Kevin did?

JD: Always did.

DN: Did your other boys play?

JD: Ohyeah. And John’s boy, see he went to Cdigalieth and they don’t have, didn’t have
football, this year they put it in, and Ben wasyeéisappointed they didn’t have football at Cape
Elizabeth, but anyway, you know what he’s playimgvnhe’s down in Boston? What's that
called, rugby.

DN: Oh.

JD: | was furious. | says, that'arnintelligible phrase), | said, “Football | can take, but rugby,
no.” (Unintelligible phrase). They tape back their ears with electric tapeearly died. And he
had lovely blonde hairugintelligible phrase). And his mother “You’re not going to play this
year are you?” “l certainly am.” | think it's aulf | can’t believe it. John said, “Now leave him
alone, he loves it.” | says, “I'm not going to ddhing.” And he says he’s not heavy enough to
play on a college team, well he’s a pretty gooe,dmit he isn’t that heavy, he’s tall and slender,
but, probably, oh I think he’s 6'1" anywaun{ntelligible phrase). | don’t know what he is,

every time | look at him he grows up, so he’s aigrfeet. He’s following the tradition, having
big feet like all of them.

DN: Now, John is practicing law and Tom practiced #ren went on the bench. Did either of
them show much interest in politics in Maine?

JD: Well, they're interested but nothing, Johnnyie one, more so. Of course, there he is up
there, he’s traveling back and fortbni(ntelligible phrase).

DN: He does a lot of lobbying.

JD: Yeah, he does, yeah, he’s up there now.
DN: You've never been terribly drawn to politics.
JD: Not particularly.

DN: In spite of your father’s involvements?

JD: | mean, | would do if I did what | could, watetdo, but | never got out politically. 1



probably would have if I, | wasn’t that interestéavasn’t . . . . Georgette Berube, but | met
Georgette, we were on the library board, we wergheribrary board here at one time together,
and so, | was surprised to find out she was gargptback. What is it, four years | guess.

DN: It's a four term limit, yeah.

JD: Yeah, and she had to get off and then saidssjmhg back. Of course | couldn’t get
anywhere in Lewiston anyway, | don’t speak French.

DN: Was there any pressure on you to learn Fren@nwbu were in school?

JD: Oh, I (nintelligible word) in French. The only time | really had pressunegn me, not
pressure, | went overseasnintelligible phrase) with a friend of mine in France and | said, |
went to school, night school, you know, to picklitile phrases or something like that. | just
wanted to know what | was eating, know what tofaskand how to ask directions. Well |
learned a lot more, and | never used it hardlylaéacept to read a menu over there. Nobody,
they all spoke English.

DN: When you were growing up in Lewiston, was tharapng your classmates, was there
much conversation in French?

JD: No. And the French teacher was, Mrs. CallaMiss Callahan, it was funny because the
French teacher, the one with the French name aggything fame), she always, she taught
English and here’s Callahan teaching French.

DN: Could you describe your father, physically arggersonality. He was one of the great
figures of the twenties and thirties in Maine Denadic politics.

JD: Oh, he loved it.
DN: You say he was a big man?

JD: He wasn't as big as Uncle Bill, but he was d@tuoh, I'd say 5', | don’t know, about 6'
(unintelligible word). And he was big, broad shouldered. Yeah, he hafad a very good
appetite, you can imagine all the wrong stuff. 3pdyou don’t eat so many eggs and a lot of
meat and all that. But he was very kind.

DN: Kind person?

JD: Worried a lot about his kids. Make sure evaing was right. Now, my brother never
showed much interest, he had no interest in laaek,Jevery time, well when Tom was running,
he’d do anything he could to help him. Drove chesdid this, did that. Butgintelligible
phrase).

DN: Now your Uncle was not much interested in pcditi



JD: No, no, he kept the office going, he kept . . .

End of Sde A
SdeB

DN: This is the second side of the interview witarlee Delahanty on March 22nd, year 2000,
Jeanne’s birthday, and | just asked Jeanne if netd Bill was much interested in trial practice.

JD: No.
DN: He stuck to the books as it were.

JD: Yeah, Bill did the book work andrintelligible phrase) stuff, whatever they were doing,
if -

DN: Corporate law?

JD: Yeah, corporate. No, Dad was the trial guyahe Benny Berman, two of them. I'd just
hear them talking aboutiintelligible phrase) and | never saw my father try a case. He didn’t
want my mother or me in the courtroom.

DN: s that right.

JD: | always wish | had, now Tom didn’t care mokthe time, once, a few times | could
sneak in or if he told us there’'d be a good caskifame wanted to, and once the boys had gone
and everything then | would go with Tom wherevemias going. If it was a place | didn’t know
anybody | just sat in the courtroom.

DN: Now, did, your father didn’t want you in the ¢coom when he was trying a case. What
about when he sat on the bench?

JD: Well, it depended on the case he wanted, theaes we had to go in for are these very
boring things @nintelligible phrase), | says, but | want to hear a good case. | wenhly once |
remember, and for some reason | had to see hirh@mdt, didn’t plan on going but | went, you
know, there in Portland.

DN: You talked about the first time you met Ed Meskand his good appetite.

JD: Oh, that was funny.

DN: What do you remember otherwise about Ed as didaie?

JD: Oh, I thought he was very dedicated and et quite impressed with him even at the
time. And I think his height and size made a défece. He was impressive, | thought, when he

walked in. Unintelligible phrase), | don’t know, but | enjoyed his, he used to gerto
Kennebunkport, or Kennebunk Beach, he was at thelbeNow, does he still have this place in



Kennebunk Beach?

DN: Yes, they still have Deer Trees. Jane comdsme and stays there, and the kids come
there quite a bit.

JD: Well, that's good, because they had a big htluses, too. Tom used to go and play golf
some over there and I'd go, you know, stay witheJand gnintelligible phrase).

DN: Now, you told about the time Mrs. Roosevelt caogour home and, what was she like?

JD: Charming, absolutely charming. And my mothaswhere, and she wanted to sit next to
her so they could talk about the White House. Almel was wonderful to mother. First she
wasn’t going to go, | said, Mother, of coursmi(telligible phrase). The two of them got along
as if they’d known one another. Of course she niagte easy for my mother. And I've read
more about her lifeufintelligible phrase). Dad (nintelligible phrase) because fortunately Tom
was a Democrat and interested in the political,iagdve him something to talk to.
(Unintelligible phrase), | would see him, he’d sit there, they’d sit that the table and talk and
then they’d go out maybe on the porch if it wasdmad talk all the time. Good thing | married
somebody that was politically interested, in Maamel from Maine.

DN: Did your father and mother have any questiomsiippour marrying Tom?

JD: Well, Dad said, I didn’t go with him too steldbecause it was when | was away at the
time of the wedding, and, Tom Delahanty, “Now whibiat?” | mean, my father says, “Who’s
this Tom Delahanty?” Bill knew him very well, myndle Bill, he says, “Don’t worry, Jack,
don’t worry, Jack, she’s going to be fine with HinAnd, oh, it's very interesting, but Tom’s
father was sponsored by my grandfather to come o&ed going through this stuff this woman,
this man sent to me, the only mention of the whioileg that Delahanty came from Ireland
(unintelligibleword). And my other grandfather came from the northgart of Ireland.

DN: The Cliffords.

JD: Well the Cliffords came from the southern part.

DN: The southern part, oh the Smiths?

JD: The Smiths came from the northern part.

DN: Orangemen.

JD: Oh, yes. And my father really used to givi®imy grandmother. On St. Patrick’s Day,
dear, you put on green if you're going to stayloh’t know whether this, who this Bud Abbott
is, | haven't any idea. See, Dad gave, Motherthadamily Bible, and for some reason my
father gave it to her brother, living in Washingtand there was just the two of them, my

mother and father, | mean my mother and her brotBer, and then it suddenly dawned on me
it's the only way I'd know what was happening oattkide of the family. So, | called Bill the



other day and he said he will find it and get indie. I’'m not going to worry about that thing
any more, | spent hours. The typing is so smdlgJe difficulty even with my glasses.

DN: Now what was your grandfather Smith’s first n@me
JD: John. What else could we have, we have Jaih8#ls.
DN: Now he was in the congress in the, what, 19-?

JD: Oh, (nintelligible phrase). Nineteen (nintelligible word), well he had, well | imagine it
must have been around nineteen twenties or, no, no

DN: No, it would be earlier than that. Nineteer?ten

JD: Nineteen ten, 1910, because he died at sewesgventy-one from a heart attack.
DN: Was he in the house then?

JD: | think he was there for seven years, or eyglairs, seven or eight years.

DN: Over in the archives we have a collection ofjbaphies of members of Congress in which
we at least have a thumbnail sketch of your grahdfa

JD: (Unintelligible phrase).
DN: As well as your Uncle Dan.

JD: Oh, he was such a lovely man, he was so dutmk back on it now and | sort of giggle
when I think of him, he was so cute. That's albuld think of was Humpty Dumpty.

DN: That was the shape of the era.

JD: That was the shape of the era all right. Aadh&d promised, | guess he, some story about
when Uncle Dan McGillicuddy was down there he padithat he would bring it so the ships
could come up the Androscoggin to Lewiston, or seioney like that, something like that
(unintelligible phrase). Well, he got elected, so.

DN: Has, in the 1950s and before, did you pay mutem@éon to political activity in the -

JD: Oh, I didn't at all.

DN: You didn't at all, no?

JD: No, I, probably because my mother would jusg said, ¢nintelligible phrase). She used

to drive her father, she was the first woman teals car in Shallot, Michigan, while the Smiths
would take it out on the racetrack and get it ughtdy-five miles an hour. A number of the, my



grandfather never drove, but he got the car saskd to drive him around Michigan on
campaigns.

DN: But that was the extent of her involvement in -

JD: Asfaras | ever heardjintelligible phrase). He didn’t talk much about that. Of course
the men, when they, at their card parties, the wauld go out and the kids would go someplace
(unintelligible phrase), it was just typical. He does today, they allayd that way and the
women sit in hereuhintelligible phrase) after they’re married.

DN: You remember some of the other candidates i@ ‘Baul Fullam, for example?

JD: Oh, | adored Paul, | liked Paul, he was a gieg very, very nice person. And
(unintelligible word), | don't think, | don’t know how Ed ever got ttog to think of it with other
people around. | enjoyed that, you know, but lerevas really involved in it that much.

DN: Do you remember Ken Colbath?

JD: | remember him but not too well. What everpeped to him?

DN: Ken stayed in business in Presque Isle anddéter and his wife stayed right there. Do
you remember the first television program when god Tom and the others were at the
Channel 6 studio in Portland?

JD:  No.

DN: In ‘54?

JD: No, | don’t remember that, no. | remember gadn the air here and, they had a station
here at one time. And after we built the houseeht on then. Something about the house, |
don’t, can’'t even remember nowUrfintelligible phrase) nobody used redwood except Henry

Dingley.

DN: That was, that was different. You had in hepeaking of the house, you had a room
down in the basement -

JD: You'll have to put the name of it on there.
DN: Well yes, I think that's, that was a gatheringce for, what was the name of the room?

JD: Shall I put, I should have a whole sign omit] should have left it on, they changed the
house and the sign.

DN: Well that was called the Passion Pit, and why ivaalled the Passion Pit?

JD: | don't know.



DN: What color were the walls?
JD: Oh, the red?
DN: Yes.

JD: Oh, I forgot all about, leave it to you, DoBecause the other one that took care of it, that
went in there, we had a boy from Austria, you knavigreign student, and he was excellent, he
was a wonderful student, and the only one that'twdant him to come was Kevin. At the time
he was on this board, they were, the kids wermwatllved in the school and, oh, Kevin was
president of the class, John was president ofldss cTommy was president of practically
everything, he was vice president of the classtharschool paper. | don’t know, the kids have
all been involved. Now whether my grandchildreifi e, Tom’s childrenynintelligible

phrase). But | don’t know whether, | hope, yeah, thegtjut’s different for some reason. They
said they didn’t want to get in this one, this cdoslrinks, and, we never ran into anything like
that with our children. | don’t know why. | alwaysed to threaten them here.

DN: How does it feel living across the street frolmewe you went to high school?

JD: It's a funny feeling. And some of these kids,matter what | put on the porch, it gets the,
a little, like a disappearing act or something.ri€mas time the only thing, | finally got sick and
tired of having my wreaths stolen, | bought a fake with a, with the bow, never, | used the
same wreath now the past four years.

DN: That doesn’t interest them.

JD: No.

DN: They’re junior highers now.

JD: That's right, and they are, and they used tok&all the time down here on the corner and
one of the teachers was driving early in the mayhiguess, or something, so | understand
(unintelligible phrase), | haven’t seen them on the corner at all laté)yof course | don’t think
there’s so much smoking as there used tabietelligible phrase).

DN: That's being cut back now.

JD: Well it seems to be, | don't know. | don’tikj of course | don’t have anyone over here
or (unintelligible phrase).

DN: The interconnections in families is fascinatingpu’re living in a house that was once
owned by Frank Hoy, and -

JD: His grandson married my cousin, my niece.



DN: Your niece.

JD: Yeah.

DN: And who was Frank Hoy?

JD: Oh, that’s right. Now, what was he before laswith the paper?

DN: He was an accountant, and I, and he was, @sll fee was controller of thisewiston-Sun.
JD: Oh, I didn’t know what he was.

DN: And then vice president. And then he left theréound the radio station. Was he a
liberal Democrat?

JD: Not that | know of. | didn’t even realize hadhmuch to do with politics until later. And,
you see, Jack now, being into the political thimgy, brother, of courseugintelligible phrase).
Jackie, | think, was running, the older son. H#ndtiprobably get into it. | did, | mean at times
| would go to meetings when they were picking dateg to go to the convention, and | was
always on that, for another body for the Democtatssure. But, | remember seeing Betty
Davis up there, up in Bangor.

DN: What was that event like? Can you remember?

JD: Well, it seems to me it was a pretty wild obecause she was not known to drink milk.
Whatever it was, and she’d get up and she’d paaealend and, |, you know, | don’t know. And
she was going with a fellow that went to Bowdoiml &x@ used to get drunk all the time.

DN: That was her husband.

JD: Well, yeah, whatever.

DN: Cary Merrill.

JD: That's the one, because they’'d go down to deeb and get lobsters and go down and eat
them on the beach. | can remember that. Bechegeniere over at Prout’s Neck one summer.

DN: Do you remember the master of ceremonies aethtt in, it was actually Brewer, in
19567

JD:  No.
DN: Herbert Ross Brown, of Bowdoin, Bowdoin professo

JD: Oh, for heaven sake, that was Ross Brown, btifeegersons that they said Mary Smith,
the last name was Brown, | am a Brown, that’s thig sention, nobody can find a record of it,



nobody found a record, maybe itia{ntelligible phrase). They couldn’t decide where she was
buried. | wondered whether they got mixed up onaiting, | don’t know. But, no, | don'’t
remember that, | remember the name, Brown, Broumnielligible phrase). I’'m not good on
remembering names, unless | know them well.

DN: As you look back on Tom'’s experience in politiead Ed Muskie, Frank Coffin and
company, what strikes you as their major contrimsito the state of Maine?

JD: Well, I don’t know, gnintelligible phrase), | don’t really know what | think. Frank has

one of the reputa-, everybody loves Frank, and sieeyned to love Ed, except the one from New
Hampshire, he put that horrible stuff, | was so m@lis is when things get mad, they do things
to people | don't like and then | can get out aigtitft | thought that was awful of that guy. And
then he came out and said, and he admitted thagke it all up. So, | really can’t say
(unintelligible phrase) things they start and pass and so forth. When Was alive | was into it,
talking to, but now | don’t know who these people.a

DN: You indicated earlier that Tom enjoyed his tiomethe superior court bench.

JD: Yes, well | think he liked both, but he and gedirchibald, very, very good friends and |
was with his wife, we used to travel with them fa 18nd she just recently passed away in, there
in Florida, she died in Florida. They’re havingeavice for her in May. But the two of them
were like blood brothers. He was great. But tthieiyn't talk talk politics very much either,
(unintelligible phrase). 1 know who the persons were here and therenbihting, (nintelligible
phrase). | didn’t pay too much attention all the timekdow that. But why they, Ed, as far as |
was concerned, did very well in every, and acrivst)e politics. The Democrats recognized the
name. This was the first time | think they evereydrom what | know. Any other Democratic
governor that did so well as Ed to get his naomenfelligible phrase).

DN: No, there haven't, well the only Democratic gowa in the twentieth century before Ed
was Bill Brann, and then subsequently Ken Curts doe Brennan.

JD: | remember Ken and Joe.

DN: But as far as Ed, there had not been a Demogatiernor since before the Civil War,
except for Brann.

JD: That long?

DN: Yeah.

JD: No wonder | didn’t know anything about it.

DN: Well, as a matter of fact, except for Johanfe) and Carl Moran in the house in the
thirties, and Dan McGillicuddy back in the earlypaf the century, and Frank Coffin’s

grandfather who was speaker of the house in 19ddislBrann, those were the only major
Democratic office holders.



JD: No wonder | didn’t know much about Democrats.
DN: And you had a mother who was not going to gethmaovolved.

JD: No, well the only thing she ever did was in Mgan, driving the car, from what |
understand. | haven’'t come across any of thdtérstuff they sent. Little things here and there,
you know, pop up. Now, oh, | just want to tell yihis, when you called, Muriel Maloney, do
you remember Jack Maloney?

DN: Yes.

JD: Well, this is his wife Muriel. And she saiddy hello to Don for me.” | says, well all
right. Now I've said hello to Don. But Jack likedlitics. And the onlyynintelligible word)
was the time when they were running we’d have &sakso forth. They don’t have those
(unintelligible word) any more, | don't think, at least around her@vém’t seen any
(unintelligible word). Silver teas.

DN: That was before the era of television.

JD: That's right. It changed everything. Now carngss are chang-, | don’t have a computer.
I’'m busy enough without getting involved because dure | would have to have somebody to
help me with it all the time.

DN: You and my wife.

JD: Right. | can get along perfectly all righinintelligible phrase). | don’t know anyone I'd
correspond with, particularly with a computer. Tiwe people | do write, one’s in Detroit, and
the other one’s now out in California, two girla/ént to college with, and they don’t have them
so why should | bother. Kathy said, “Well you a@-mail me.” | says, “Call me collect
(unintelligible phrase)”, | says, “call me, I'll pay for it, just call mé

DN: Well Jeanne, this has been a great visit.

JD: Well, I don’t know. 1 just gabbed on like atnu

DN: Well, you've given us lots of insights and worfdéstories.

JD: Tom will probably kill me. Well it is, whenlbok back of course, iuintelligible word)
talking with you, but most people | know don’'t edamow what I'm talking about. And the girls
that | knew that used to be in some, Muriel is dlibe only one alive today that had anything to
do with politics around here with, you know, withthose (nintelligible word), with this and
that, but, andriame), | mean she’s not dead but she’s not with igdlfvery sorry for her, now

she’s the only other onerfintelligible phrase). (Name), did you ever know him?

DN: Yes.



JD: (Unintelligible phrase), because he was the one Tom would go see whgm#re doing
the surgery. L(ong unintelligible segment.) It's getting scarey, | don'’t like to even opie
paper. | think I'm the oldest one that, no, n@nfe) Russo, Dr. Russo’s wifeurtintelligible
phrase). She’ll be ninety-seven or eight the end of Jang she’s not having trouble with her
eyesight or nothing, and she still loves to plagdpe. She says, “Without bridge | don’t know
what I'd do.” And she, her husband wasi(telligible phrase). (Unintelligible phrase), they
were cousins or something. And that would be #erest (nintelligible phrase). That's too
bad.

DN: Is Muriel Maloney still living here in Lewiston?

JD: Over on Main Street in an apartmeuni(telligible phrase), changing the windows and
they want to have them, took the double windowstoffk out a lot of the other stuff and she’s
having to take the curtains, and all kinds of tBingw, it's going on the third week and they
haven't been back and she says | am ready toédtdliing. She’s on the first floor, and it's
awful, the curtains are down. So | don't know |Ised’s, the two of us can get together and
that's about it.

DN: Well that happens, the circle gets smaller.

JD: And looking for a substitute is not easy anyreno

DN: We thank you very much Jeanne.

JD: Well, I should have given you some coffee ansthing.

End of Interview
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