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Reporter: Senator, there's been a certain-amount of uproar over a
statement about what'you said about the acceptability of a black Vice
e | .

President, Could you explain what your feelings are on that subject

and what was said at the meeiing yesteyday with the local black leaders?

- Muskie: Well you'll have to excuse the fact that I don't have a .

transcript of the meetlng because 1t was a prlvate meeting designed to
promoge a frank, dlrect discussion with black leaders about guestions

and problems that were‘on the minds of black people in this community,
and we got'inte'a discussion of hew do we dealleffectively with <these
problems: How do they relate to the next election? And I was there to
make my commltment to deal effect1vely with these problems if I should
seek the Presidency-and if I should be elected = s0 it was in the contexnt

of this the questlon was asked - could you consider a black runnlng nate

N,

- if you were to be a candidate for ‘President, And . X saxd it was not

possibly’in my Judgment to con51der such a possibility at this time

because he nouldn't be elected and to put together a tlcket that wouldn’'t

be elected‘would not serve the purposes that we were discussing. 1low

when the question was raised, of EOurse, I understood it was a private

*

meeting but I also understood that when such qpesfipns are raised behind

closed doors « So I had to deeide very cquickly how frank and

‘honest I should be.- And it seems to me that one of the great questions



that troﬁbles the Amerigan'peoplé in public life today is the lack of
confioence and the‘c;pdibility of public o{;icials in government, It
seems to me that for my‘obligatioh was above all others was to be
perfectly frank and honest 1n my critical evaluatlon of the problem
raised by the question. So éhls is the answer I gave, Now this isn't
the way it should be and I said so. Blacks should be on the ticket for

*

this office and any other office in the land. One of the objectives,

of course, that thé meéting was to discuss ways to move in the direction

of complete equality for the blacks and other minority groups in Americse,
So’oe're talking about how fast we move, what'stepsgwe tate, in order

to achievo that objective. So it was in the context of that discussisn
and that ph11050phy - the questlon was raised and that I gave the answer,
My 1mpre351on from reactlons I got later including last evening {rom
some of the black 1eaders is that they apprec;ated ny frankness
and my honesty and I really left the meetlng feeling that we had the

kind of discussion that I wanted = the basis for build;ng communication

and understand;ng and cooperation for the future.

Reporter: Are you concerned about a misinterpretation of your position?

Muskie: Oh, you can be misinterpreted on any controversial issue, You
know Harry Truman once said about the Presidency that the buck stops here.

You Kknow, if you could run for President answering only the easy questions

~ everybody would be rﬁnning.- sometimes I think everybody is in this electi¢
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not only in our attitudes but in our policies and our prograns and: in guw

*2

Buffit's tpe tough controversial issues that_yéu!ve got to discuss. You'w
got to discuss the fr%nkly énd honestly. Schooi busing, for instance,

is another one that I discussed yesterday-f.sevéral times‘in San Francisco
and here. There are many many others. It's the-tOp enotional questions
about which pedple_get aroused and_aboﬁt which they want enlightene&

and answers'to which tﬁff'want direction éndfguidapce gnd,leaﬁership.

Y

. Reporter: Why can't a black man be'elected.Vice President? You say you

don't believe that he can in the present climate of today -~ that he would
not be elect;ble.-‘Let‘s talk about why ﬁot. |

Muskie: Because the tradiéion-pf discrimination -that the black is
oriented in America today - still persists, . This discfimination, this
tendency to discrimination, the tendency to'regard'blacks as unecual,
unfortunately persists in too many people at the pfesent;time. My plan
is different from many Americéhs becéuSe of the color of skin - ihat
isn't the-ﬁay it ought to be. I.happen to believe there are blacks

who are qualified to be Vice presidential candidates and those blacks
ought to be éligiblg‘but the fact‘is that blacks héﬁe been regarded,
ypu-know, sﬁbconséiously if not éonsciously,_as holding positions of.
inferiofity éo long that it's difficult fo: peoplé.toiéomé to believe -
that he isn't inferior. 1It's a point of view that's ié fading and disf

appearing, I think. There's another guestion that's involved., In order

(W
n

to give blacks equality as we must the;e'afe'gOinq‘to have to.be changs
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inStitutions. "And allot of people aren't comfortable with change. You

kﬁON, the whole quesu&on of school busing, for instance, is an issue
because pe0p1e are uncomfortable about change that involves their cuildren
and which they feel you know, brlngs danger to their chlldren. And yet
such change in the establlshment of schoo¢s in which chlldren of ail
races and.colors can freely mix, must come and the people may think that

a black in the Vlce Pi@Sldency would bring changes too quickly and they

' would not be comfortable with 1t. That: might be the background. I nean

I can't possibly anticipate all of the reasons it would be difficult to,
in my judgmgﬁt-noi poséible; to elect a national figure of black origin

at the. present time but I suggest that ’?ndlso wve must use this

election din gregt'part to bfgak down.the resistence to ideas of this kind,
tb break down the'resistenée'to integration, to break down Fhe resistencs
to equality. And pegple,'aIl Americans find i£ very easy to be for equall
and pxinciple‘in generalrit'sAWhen.the:establishment.of that equality
could mean some change in ﬁheit ownR péttern_of life that they begin to

rasiét. That's what wé nust break down.

Reporter: Recognizing this political reality - do you £ind that a dis-

tasteful task in the political sense?

Muskie: Oh, of course not. I'm not a child in politics. 1I've been in

.

politics for a quarter of a century and I've had to deal with controversia

questions throughout that period and I've begn involved mostly in worliing
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Zor thae kinds of changes that wesire talking about and I've fourd it zozzit
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. to do so within the political system. I've seen great changes in hy state

of .course my state isfa;relatively stable state compared to the nation
as a whole but relative to Maine standards and traditions I!'ve seen the
great changes there - I've seen great changes take place, So I know that

the secret of success of our political system is it's dynamism., It isn't

- through change. It is the possibility for change that I believe

exists within it and-ifia pglitical candidate isn't willing to stand up

as 5 candidaté and’stand-for a change anditd figﬁt for it tﬁen he shouldn'i
be a candidate. I mean the Presidency of the United States isn't social
security. It's a.placé to shape, ,or help shape the future of this country
and the future of this country musi be one in which every Amaican is
free_and-eligib;e_yithout gﬁy limitations that don't apply to others to
seek the éresidency, the Vicé\Presideney, election to the Senate, the [ousc

the vaérnorship, or state legislature. This is the kind of countxry we

must have if it's to be a free plage for everyone .

.,

Reporter: . One final question - as a political realist is there not a

concern on your part that the fact that a black Vice President can't

be - elected, the fact that it comes'from‘yoq, the fact that you need
those black votes tp'win the primary, to be elected, to be nominated,
isn't that a concern, a realistic concern that this will be taken badly

by some black voters? . ' g " wied
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Muskie: There is that political risk, yes, and T fully understood it

_from the questlons asyed and -answered and the same risk exists for

everyone else who expects or hopes to seek th;s office. I will be
surprised if th;s questlon 1sn't asked in the next few days of every

Presidential hopeful and_each one of them is going to have to take the

critical risk of answering yes, no, or haybe. -

3
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Reporter: Do you think ' 'there will be any who will say yes?
S ek L ‘ i ‘ IRt [
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Muskie: I have no way of anticipating. T a

" Reporter: 'What's the ideal Vice President?

Muskie: The man who is qualified to be President.

Reporter: I'd like to get on to enother subjec;. Senator, this early
it's almost obscene to be talking about primaries and what's going to be
Bappening‘and'so forth, but perhaps we could talk a little about some oI

the theories that are ‘going around., The main one is that if you stumble

'in the primaries then there is perhaps a chance for Sen. Edward Kemnedy.

What do you think of thet theory and how welI do you think you have to

' do in the primaries?

‘Muskie: Well, I think it's a very valid theory. .I happen to %think

Sen, Xennedy means i< when he savs he!s not a cardidate and he €oasn'<
g . " *



T

want to be a candidate in 1972. ‘But he ¢comes from a family that is

pu?lic service oriented and if events would devélop in such a way as to,
well, in'such a way there that weie not clear cut chq}ce among the rest
of those who appear to'aspire to the office and that the convention

should turn to him, I think it's ve?y conceivable that he might be under

that impression. I'm not making an announcment for him because I don't

really believe that's what he wants but I'm not poking into his private

thoughts and I'ﬁ'noi making predictions. As to how well one must do
in the primaries, the first question of course is how many primaries
one can enter. There are 23 of them involving tremendous cost as well

as conflicts in time and dates - on one day there are five primaries.

So it's inconceivable that a candidate could do judtice to all five

. L2 R
primaries-in five states in that case. S0 it's going to have to be a

selective process. So the seiection'of primaries in which one makes
an effogt, a cdncent£éted'effort, is going to be impprtant. Secondly
how well, how godd the record is in those primaries ;hat one selects

is iﬁport§nt. It isn't necessarily impoftant Ehag a candidate win all -

I mean one of us may nat be as acceptable in all parts of the couatry

‘as in some parts of thé,country. So I think it's going to be a mixed

bag I woulé guess,
Reporter: Which ones have you decided'you musqfenfer - California, obviou:

Muskie: -Well I don't - we haven't taken any irrevoceble decisions becauvse

[ ] ) * . & - A . - - ¥
we Goa‘t have to at this point and the f1nal C2CLSion GePanLE upsSn nowv
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much money we think we can raise as well 'as the political currently

in the light of thé sjtuation which ones ocught to be selected. But the
important ones are very clear, easy to identify. You know, New Hampshire
is a very_important one - Florida is likely to be a very important one,

Wisconsin is always an important one. Oregon is an important one.

California is'cleafly an important one. And there are others. I'‘m not

mlnzmlzlng any of them I Just oan't list all 23 from memory. . But these

are clearly tradltlonally 1mportant primary states and any candldate nust

consider them serzously. S ) ol

Reporte&: Let's talk about you as a oampaigner 'as a candidate, It's

said of you that you're bored by details of oampalgn organlzlng. Do

you think" that's accurate?

Muskie: - Well except to the extent that those detalls impact on my own
movements, . I hate to have details get in my way vhen I'm moving through
a campaign. But that's generally true, yes., I like to leave, you lnow,

I believe in delegation of authority. It's not easy to do but I've kzen

doing it for a quarter of a century now almost especially since I was

first elected Governor. The secret to effective leadership is the ability
to delegate, not just a willingness, but an ability to delegate. If the

.candldate were to get involved in allfthe.details,'the schedule-making,

all of’ the detalls of organization he could not conceivebly devote the

-time he should be devotlng to the 1ssue problems and the more brozdly

political problens with which he must aea;. There!s a limitaticn on <ine,

-
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For example, we are now gétting 100 invitat;onsra day, all of which

usually are importanty If I éccepted, you know, 1% or 1 out of a 100,

I would be accepting more than I could carry. That's another example

‘of the pressures on_ﬁhe time of a candidate or potential .candidate. -So

you must delegate - organization of detail is one thing that's very

easy to delegate. s . #
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Réporﬁer: Your wife has‘been quoted as saying - I-hate.to see Ed so.

‘undecided as he was a greaﬁ part,ofllast year. Have you been undecided?

Muskie: Not really.. I think what she read as that was my restlessness

over the question of how do you use you: time, You see, I'm still a

A

member'of the Senate. It's two.years before '72+ And I love Senate work
énd I don*t like to avoid responsibility anélsd I have a strong urge to
devote as much time“;s I can to the Senate.,-But there is also this
ﬁeceqéity of traveling aroﬁﬁd the cpuntry.which is Eime_consuming'- the
need to se{vice mny coﬂstituent; in.Maine, who, after all have just re-elect
me - so0, you know, in the apporﬁionment of my time -among these three
presgind responsiﬁilities that I was constanly undec¢ided as to how fast I
shogld move in the total involvement in the.t72 question and so i was
restless and unhappy about that and undecided.about that. But not
undecided about the direction in which I think I héve fB move now, I

haven't made a final decision and I'm not making an announcemernt rnow

You Know, events of yesterday might very well influence my decisicn, Put

I have no doubt and I intend to Zuvlly pro»e, you ikacw, this priviley:

-
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and..opportunity and duty of service that lies ahead. It may not det to
the point of annouﬁceﬁent. "I don't believe that.. I believe that at soxz

point there will be an announcement., I don't know vhen. We like to

wnen
fly by the seat of our pants up in Malne, as ve call it. And nysinstinces

say the time is right and the events have developed you know, circumstaac

have built up, I'll choose that point. '

]
’

Reporter: Very few men have the opportunity to see themselves realistical

- as a ; to even consider this. It would seem an awesome kind of

contemplation. .How has it seemea'to you in moments when you think about i
Muskie: Well, in ail frankness as f see myself: especially through the
eyes of others, you knoﬁ, nov so much is being written about me and a lot
of it is concentrated on my weaknesses and.ehoitcomings{as well as ny
v;rtues. You know I become nmy conecious of my sﬁeftcomings and I co
examine them, you know in the llght of this re5pon51blllty. "I don't
suppose anybody can really understand how total that respons;biilty is
end how undelegatable the crucial decisions are until he occupies the
office.' But when ohe begins to have some aopreciaﬁion one tends to
measure that agalnst ones human fallablllty and s0 I think I am-looclﬁg
at myself more closely than ever before in my life, I ‘don't like every—
;hing I see. I'd like to be a better man, a stronger‘ﬁan,ea nore perfect

man., But on the whole what I see hasn't deterred me from going forward.

-



Reporter: Not'even a temper that has been described as Vesuvius-like?

I

© fuskie: I think a President ought to have a tenmper. There's a great nany

things to be angry about in this country and in this world. And if a

President doesn't have the capacity to be anerAhe doesn't have the

capacity to be comapssionate either. The:two go together, I think the

LY

President ought to feel very deeply about the responsibility, about ﬁhg
problems with which he must deal, about the people who are looking to
him for guidance and help - and anger, I think, is part of the capacity =~

is part of the emotional make-up that is essential to a good President,
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