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' SENATOR EIMIND S. MISKIB
TRANSCRIPT OF REMARKS
CONGRESSIONAL INTBRN MEETING
JULY 21, 1971

You have already made it worthwhile to come. And I am glad to be here this
afternoon, First, I do want to take this opportunityto say "Hello" to the intems
in my own office. It gets to be rather a problem to get together.

I'm sure that the u:{amngress works, or doesn't work is strange to all-of
you, in spite of the fact that you've been here for several weeks. As I think of
the way we do things around here, I'm often reminded of something that happened. in
a Maine town meeting ysars ago. ‘

The town needed a new jail. So the toun fathers adopted a resolution. Tt
went something 1ike this: Resplved that the town build 8 new jail. Thet the new jail
be built out of the materials of tho old jail. And that the old jall be used until
the new jail is finished. ' |

As I considered what I might say this morning.or noon -- this is in that uncerts
period when I'm not sure which it is -~ I was persuaded that, first of ell, I not
say too much at the outset but ss{nmgh for you to got ready to ask me questions.
Secandly, -as I t1y to put myself in the frame of mind of young pedple your age, I
try to take myself back ta the time I was the same age. And, let me hasten to add
that I'm not goin to‘zﬁend' a lot of time reminiscing. It's of no interest to you,
But as I look back to the time.when I developed a political awareness of my own,
(this was in high school), moved through the 30's, and the 40's, and the 50's, and
the 60's, to the present time, in the begimning of that peried 1 had no political
objectives or ambitions of my own, it scemed to me that the politics, by and large,
has been the politics of insecurity -- insecurity arising from economic end soclal
conditions;; insecurity arising from tensions between nations which produce war or

~threat of war; and the insecurity or frustration of those who see no prospect
T self-fulfiliment in thelr lives or their circumstances. All of the great issues
which confront us now sre related to our insecurity.

These insecurities were the basis of the politics of the 1930's when I was
& collepe student. They were the basis of the politics of the 1960's. And they
will be the basis of the politics of 1972.

And our fallure to deal effectively with them, I think, is the basls for the
generation gap which exlists now, and which has always existed between the young and
those who are-older. And the young now -- I think with greater intensity ~-- and
greater sensitivity and gwareness than earlier generations -- seek to improve gur

verformance in dealing with the basis of those underlying insecurities.

And I think your frustration was expressed about as well a5 I've seen it
expressed in something Walt Whitman said%t after the Civil Wap when he said:

"lhhere 1s what I started for so long ago. And why 1s it yet umfcund?"

I think that is what young people your ege are saying to people my age who.
were also once young. How do we deal more effectively with the 'insewritig%?

The mmber of issues with which th'J Congress has dealt and will be forced to
deal before we adjourn toward the end of the year are all related to them. The war
resolution, the draft, amms control, unemployment, health cave, the cities, crime
control, equality of treatment for the disadvantaged, and so many more. All of
these are attempts, so better than others, to bring justice -+ and stability -~ and
peace -+ to our suciatx;lnd ta the world by dealing with these insecurities.And I
auiect that you will have to live with them for as long as we have had to 1ive
with them. I ‘that out of the experience of failures and shortcomings you will
find a greater wisdom with which to deal with them.

From time to time, there are developments which bring hope -- I can remember
ong when I was & student in high school,when the }eading nations of the world signed
& pact , a treaty, agreeing to qutlaw war. Well, you all know what happened to the
results of that one.

One of the recent developments, of course, is the amnouncement of the President’
intention to visit Peking. A dramatic anmouncement, I think en importent diplematic
initiative.-- and some to take some copfort from. But increasingly, as we look
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at it, we're going to see its other sides and its other dimensions, the questions
which it raises, and the doubts will be increasinely expressed in response to it--
somo of which we are dlready beginning to read fromtho rightcand some from the left

That does it moan? What can it mean? What may it mean? No one knows. I think
that with respect to the war, it means that the President has generated increasing
pressures upon himself to end the war more quickly. That may not have been his inteng
cne doesn't know, but I think that inevi¢ably it umleashes such pressures so that,
hopefully, it may mean. that. It's inconceivable to me, for example, that all Anericans
would lightly contemplate a visit by the President to Peking to talk to the Premier
of mainland China while American boys ave stfll fighting and dying in Southeast Asia.
In the same way I find it difficult to coﬂteg}ate the possibility of Chou En Lal
agreeing to anything substantive so long as sir- American presehce means that in
Southeast Asia. And I take it that the objective of the mesting is to achieve some
constructive improvement and healthier velations between mainland China and the
United States. The war and its status at thet time will inevitasbly:hdve a.great desl
to do with whether or not the meeting produces such sgubstantive advances.

It's clear that the snnouncement has brought some benefits. for mainland China
ah::ﬂ in advance of the meeting because such an announcement of intent-- an agreefier.
to such a ‘meeting indicates that the President of the United States is looking down
the road towayd recognition of mainland China. How'we got to recognition, how long
it tekes and by what means end through what process of negotiations end what -agreements
has yet tao be settled. But that the Chinsse would read this initlative on the part
of the President in the light of ultimate recognition must be ¢lear; Admission-to
the United Nations, another real gain for the Chinese. Becpuse,whatever happens &t
the meeting and before 1t 1s held, the annolmcagﬁ:t of the meeting has added impetus --
and how do we persuade other nations who have othexwise heen almost persuaded to vote
for admission of mainland China to the lUhited Nations to withhold emy expression of
that view? So, it seems to me, that the announcement of the meeting has added great
imetus to the prospect that mainland China will be admitted to the United Natjons
at the next assembly this fall.

~ 'This has been a significant and important development. Its: repercussions,
if the meating materielizes:as favorably as all of us pray that it will, then, of
course, it will penerate waves with respect to our internal affairs,our relations
with each other, and the whole shape of foreign policy for years to come. So it is
an important development. And it can be one of the hopeful signs that all too often,
even in my lifetime have petered out without really dealing effectively with the
international insecurities which have had. such an impact on the rest of the world
upon our ability to deal with cur own problems here at home.

 Well, having said that, I hope that I've talked long emough to give you time.
to think of whatevar it is that you want tq say to ma or ask of me. T koow that I
could have tried to enticipate a whole host of issues to discuss, but I think that
would have been a disservice to you and that I would rather respond to thoge issues
vhich you would suggest,
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Note: In most cases, the mﬂomminmdible. However, the
Senator generally the question for the audience.

QUESTION:
MISKIB: Population contyel? Yes, I do-think we need to advance our contepts
aiid our policies with respect to fumily planning PI{ position on the abortion
question is @ personal decision and, of course, the aws dealing with gbortion
are stote matters and state issues and that the.statesmlmkaﬂxeirm
decisions. But since I am and have been asked from time to time dhat my
versongl view dbout it 13, 1've indicated my concern that what's involved.is a possible
dilution of ouxr of the mtegriw of tumpn 1ife in a frea society.md it
troubles me, I'don't £ind any a&fﬂcum' with coming, to grips ﬂxe qgncP.pt
-ofthempeuticahnrtion--Iﬂziﬂt jpread. B .
useitasawidespﬂadmﬂxndof tioncontml , ﬁiimly ang o
to do it. But there ars other things we can do, - Making availdble the infomatic
the techniques, and the advice, and tle services which win -enable families
to plan their own family sizes. More than that, 1 think we have to do much
better than we've done in opening the options that are availsble to Americms -
expecially those at the lower level of the income scale, those who are poo
disadvantaged and lacking in opportumity. Because, . our own histm.{ damnstrat
that if we dedl with that effectively, as we inprove the standard of forpeor
their  capdeity for understanding their options, snd their capacity
taking advantage of their opmmmities, not only economic but social and
\oﬂxenﬂse. that then they, themselves, will exercise the restraintson family
growth-that have gn effect on population control. In other words impmvamnt
of the 1ife of our people as well as a role for government in making fanily
planning the result of an intelligent process ave the two, I think, semsible
approaches that I could suppo¥t, and support enthusiastically.

QUESTION:
MISKIB: mlfﬂamgortsmonnuﬁutMMdsnonaﬁepmmttmm
conngction with my present efﬁrts with the élerk of the houve?

I do not for: t is not required and ) know of no c¢andidate
who. do. Iﬁdfﬂel&stmr,bmselmtyentmimmuammﬁgn
fortheSmtamﬂImtedtoavoidanysu tionﬁmttherewasmtﬂm
-discolsure so I disclosed everything, incl uﬁg expenditures and contribui
whichtﬁlatedmthengrmmdom nnttechnicall withthecanpai

on in Maine. ,Itlﬁukthatthereneedstobemblicpoliqyinﬂﬂs
eld to cover this period as well as. the conventional campalgn perivds.
We don't have 1€ as yet. And I think we should.

QUESTION: (el )(ﬁs’ksESMtosetenemlemthia way)
MISKIE: ﬂeu,latmteuywuhathapmw when you &. Last year, for
I did disclose and T found that I, rather than othersﬁ:o did not. disclose,
was the subject of widespread criticism. (clan) May T say that I think we stay
Gn the Dempcratic side of the aisle among the potential candidates an effort
‘to agree on certain commn aporoaches to the. pichlems of cmpaigning uhich I
hope might be expanded and éevelo;:ed. Wehave forﬂ
limitation on. emupai spending for media, telewision mdio, at»»Sst ;Ier
vegistered voter.: think that's a significant agreement, a significant
limitation. We are also going to undertske to diseuss vhether or not and
to vhat extent we will use spot advertising. Now there, again; thé question
of unilatersl action to bmplement an dbjective. There is 8 resistance to
eumimtiggaipot advaxtismg on the part of candidates who have not had as
e and vgléa%% !g&émﬁtm, Scﬁ%%tm
] . i ! & & diven tﬁi&m #ﬁﬁs
f*w:, ms:te. “ﬁ mn’% i“ke Sns hﬁlﬁﬁlwu . “W"*'s 9.*"-'3 m. wFS'(ammg ;J Iz

%"% El*m xtom ﬁ?uﬁf ﬁhg{a mﬁm mﬁi_
ﬂzgzaumds tied I, in a state like Californi exposure I got af ,@
fight well have faded by 1072, énd if my amaoaition in the "L'alifﬂmia primary
used i€, tien, in Self-defense 1 feel i.t ocught to be gvailahle to me ev &
though I don't 1ike it. So, I think we need to- dmlz;;fpolﬁﬁes that amply’
toevelybodyalikeormtendto get this one-sided
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We{res also goina to discuss the question of agreelng ta debates in
the primaries , Now, this would be my preferance to the spot advertising
but again, unless you get agreement from amona el those fhat ere neriicl-
pating,, then you ggt ‘this one slded effect, hut 1+s egreements of this
kind that 1 think we ought to develop amona. those who are candldates or
potential’ candldates, and | think that can comtribute to the bullding of
pubilc policy. Today for example, wa're teking up In the Senste, unfess
1+'e set aslde for another matter, the campslgn-cest blil. The agreement
by the potentlel Democratic candidatea wiil, | hope, fehd support and
create support for that Bli1 which wll} cover some of these polnts, that
are of Intereat to you thls merning. MNotponlytimmediate costs, but aiso
limltations on spending and dlsclosyre of spending; all of that Is Ingcorpor-
ated In this 'blil, and wa have a chence to bulld on 1+.

| don't know how | can gat a finger sfipe} enough to ldentify , .
ell right, goahead . . . {laughter)

‘QUEST ION:

MUSKIE: Welt, the question §as, the statement flrgt - that my record on the
war has been subject to criticism lately, | don't think I+'s only been
lately, but that's your phrasing of the question; and how do t respond?
Weif, t can't rewrids the record, but | +hink | might say one or two
things about 1+ . . . One, thet agreeing to-our pollclas aeny glven year
In the. past sixty-five, doesn't mean a commitiment to @ hundred-year's
war; so | .might be for a policy one year, end against I+ two or three
years later. That's the fir$s$ polnt. The secand, | detect very [Ittie
consistancy among those who have had eny pert to play In shaping that
pollcy, over the five or six years that Is usuelly the sublect of
discussion. Flnally putting aslde the view of what my past seys about
my view of the war, I'm clear sbout whet my present view fs,” As |
undarstood myr Inttlel objective, I+ was to help the South Vietnamese
buy the +ime +to settle thelr own future In thelr own way. We bonght
them considerable +ime, at conslderable cost, to ourseives and ‘to them;
whether you measure I+ In tives, or treasure, or disruption In thelr
natlonal |1fe and ocurs - d¥¥isivness between our peoples = ‘however you
measure I+, 1+ hes-been at tremendous cost. Qver that perlod of four
or five years, they've had an apportunity to bulld up thelr political
viebiilty, which | don't think they've used, as effectively as they
shou!d have, and fo bulld up thelr mttit+éry viabltity which they may
or may not have used. We won't know whetber or not they've done that
effedtively untl! they've had an opportuntty +o test I+ on thelr own,
But In eny case, we've bought them +ime to bui{d up these two elements
of natlanal gtrenath, whetber or not they've ‘done so ''s somgthing they've
got to decide for themselves et some point. ! think we've gona beyond
the point where we can continue to buy them +ime and | have daubts now
with the beneflt of hindglight, which | did not have at the time, as to
the wiadom and morality of our fnvolvement in the #irst plage. MNow &
public offictal whose goes on the record on. 1ssues over @ perlod over
a quarter of a century, aiways faces the ques¥tdn of canslistency; 1Bve
never ‘thought of consistency as & Inflexible rule, | thought | siways
should be w!ilVing and ready to admit mistakes or to channe my mind, when
! am convinced that there are raasons to do so.

I +hink that Winsten Church!il! put i+ once In a very good way:
when ha was accused of Inconsistency he sald, "Wall, .t've made Fhougands
of meais &l my {iferime ocut of wordas that |'ve eeten, and on the whole,
I've found 1+ a pretty healthy dlet." ®laughter)

QUESTION:

MUSKIE: Wall, how do you prova the negative? I[f somebody called you wishy-
washy, how would you disprove 1+? | don'+t think | am . . .laughter .. . .
you know heginning In 1946, | begen as a Democrat carving ocut 8 polfitlical
career, in a very one-s!ded Republican state, and as | look whera | am
from where | came, I+ doasn't seem | could have done thatrbywbelngwedahy-~
washy or unwililng to come to grips with declisions. (¥ that record dosgn't
speak for ltself In’ characterizing ma onthose pointg, thera’s nothing |
can say hare today that would convince you otherwlge.



QUESTION:
= dm'l‘&ld zb?m':ve £ exe:mﬂgns mm:f.ﬁez‘ £mn
t ective o I t ense
mﬂmnts%meatmvham tal values., As a matter of fact, I am
the author of the legislation that is now an the books that :vequires
all federal decisions and actions which have a potential environmental
acttobascmtmizedbythaﬂnvimmnental FmtecﬂnnAcenqrmd
gﬁs agencies in the. 1ight of their evahuation. In
I was one of the fathers and coauthors of the ;
mpact stqtenmt so my objective is clear -- I just don't recall the -
pmiwl‘&r issue that was involved in that amendmentbut, 1f yoo'll give:
me your name and address, later I will try to dig it out so I can recaill
why 4t is T had ona dbout that particular way of lemenﬂ.ng
the objective. But my mmrd on the objective is clear, I

QUESTION: (question - laugh - clepping)
MUSKIE: uxllf: ‘audience clap
Well, 1 suspect that any enswer I gave to 8 question 1like that would
not be re a3 objective. (Lmuph) And it is the question that from
tims to -1 em asked to answer and I'vedeclded that the only way to
treat it 1snottnmswertt.but rather to say what T think the next
Pregident. g:ﬁhtto represent if he is to get or deserve the support of
his party the country.
In a sense, the reasanllmven'tmmmcadwmthlspomuﬂmt
I am-still evaluatingmysel€. If-I say ghgubuclg then ¥ would be
accused by some. of be:lng wislvdmslw (leu veally think it
takes some time and exposuve for a man to reach the point when e belleves
that he, ‘and only ha, or predminately he among the possibilities (lauth--
“ you Leam ell these qualifying words after you've been around as long
- 1 have ~<but I ‘think ‘the next Peésident needs, above: nu,tow!:ave 'ﬂm capacity
m rern-this country -- .and by that I mean €l capacity to estdblish his
11ity with alt of .the different groups ‘of ‘Ameripens whc. ave Jooking trw
ﬂir national 1eadersh1&‘nat:tom goals, and:a. . national vision of what
this So le's to. lmveﬂxem:ityf to:stinglate the
-cmﬁdencanf al*L xtmsps of Aneﬂc@sﬂmﬂs igood will, in his-intentions,
ir his.canac hismderstmd:lng, 4n his detemination to do-what he
has sadd’ a"lﬁ'pes to-do. - I'would mot seek the Presidency, and will-not,
unless Ifeel on the hasis of ithe exposure-¥'ve had, the remcticn Tve had
£rom peonle ‘around the country ‘that I have some-ability to meet. this test.
Arnd when: T o, I'11"make that declsion notr by cbmparing elfaritlroﬂiérs

that's a-décision for the electorate o make. <= ibut“ , Becoude T thint
that T could. That would be tho Yasis. - § 25
QUESTION: .
MIRKIR: 1 don't really think, at the presant t:lma. the possibility of divisiveness
and frigmentation of ‘the "Pemocratic Party has reached :suic.i rtiohs. -~

it is conceivahle, of course, dn the basis of 1968-that 1€ mi.ght*., But' I sense
that thererds a glspﬁsiuon on-the part of those Who.resisech ‘the nomination
ds'wel} ‘s grass yoots: citizens across the country to ‘eléct a wimerthis
time and “there will be- vignmus debate; therewill:bea mmber of c '
and - the competition will’ emugh end tough, but we've had that in the past
without fracturing the- ‘so-4t ‘couldn’twin, So I ¢hin ‘ouglit o -make
a diatinctionfﬁemem t exerdise which is ical of the. : w:mm
and will be-this year, and the fraticidal or mal‘ﬁndnf%
wo genérated in 1968, I dm't ‘ses, in: other'wrds at this pu ai 1953.
It may como,
QUESTION: '
MUSKIB: - Wen Itddnltmmatrcmdoitannrxﬁm ac:msﬂmbﬁard
this moming, but 1ét me suggest 16 Of g5 that‘ cuuldr at least ‘give
you the. flavnr of my thinking aboutit all, For exarrg;le. with regpectito
China, T guess we'lve all made dbout o 180 degree turn- inthe lastr‘rmentyef:.va
edrs = $0°1 won't use-that new: developmens - oo s0/0f ‘ake that acadenic: . 1
o In: Butond: for examile. }- th!.‘nkwa aug!ittama amhm are; aﬂ Tesst ve |
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have two opportunities to rove in the direction of agreement with the
Soviet Unlon on somo pf those areas which we regarded as aress of in-
evitable and ynavoidsble confrontation with the Sowiet Uidon since
1946.--in Berlin, .. the boxders of eastem ne, tiade between.
east and westem Burope, trage with the Soviet Unlon itself, spreements
to limit emms, agreements to reduce our military forces in Burope on a
multi-lateral basis, many of these have been regaxied as unagcentablo:
even as abjectives. for negotiations with the Soviet Union during mich
of the last twenty-five years. I think now public attitudes have clianped--
I think it's wise that they have -~ and I think we ought to give them
immetuys, and I think we ought to be willing to take some unilateral
initiatives to stimlate it. For example, I am now chairman of the
Subcormittee of the Foreign Relations Committee: on: Arms Control emd
International Organizations. I've held some hearings already on various
aspects of it and one set of Hearings for a couple of days weve devoted |
ﬁg tﬁhis qmtgﬁ Do wei at tma; » by mmﬂaofﬂggr -ggl uni:taterég atﬁggions
~respect to the develonment of weapons and their deployment and ¢l
finding stimulatecand fucl the amms race? Should we not exercise restraint
mzmu in order to take into acmm‘.m we-..egluﬁgna?gw 23
o Tespect to a new weapons system whether, by glvine it suppo
and' funding it; we .do not, or do, stimulate a reaction-on the other side
which represents an escalation of the ams race? "y '

So I think wo need to take -- and 1 think we ;m;‘larﬁiennggh:, styong
enough, +fe gnough, secure enough as. a coumtry-to take initlatives in
exercising enilatersl vestraints with respect to the deployment and finding
of new weapons in order to avoid an escalation of the arms yace. Xt seems
to me that when we do so, we can réalistically trigper a response on the
other side , bacause I think cbviously arms must be just as burdersome
anid expengive for-the ‘Sovlet Union'ds: for-us. Uy until this point, in the
fast-quarter of the céntury,-ws've-tended to invest-in amg as fast as
wa ‘Have’ develuped them becauss wé have folt that we couldn't possibly
ovérinsure our-insecurity on:this question. The result has.been, I think,
a-triggering of the amms fave. T Fe -

MISKIB: Can_I give-any insights into'the President's timingpf his ammmcenant
of his Peking visit, especially with-réspect-to.the SALT talkd and ther -
war in:Southeast-Asia? - -“be tempted. to: - - T .
‘1-am sure they wiil be-those who will: speculate whether His tining was
political «~-T don't. think there: is: any way  to-answer that spechlation =«
with respect to the Vietnam war, ‘whether or.not he viewstthls initiative,
or timed 1t; to.give 'himself another option:on the-Vietnamwar is-glso =
difficult "to. answer. One can-speculate-and rationalize-that kind-ofspeculatic
because 1t obviously does give him another option-on the Vietnamawar es -° <~
it-gives him apotential end run-around the Paris tulks,:for-example, if may
conceivably buy him more time here at:homé -~ more patience:heré:-at-home e-.
because of “its-apnearance &3’a'possible: answer to the Vietnamiwar «w so it
might conceivably been timed.. Oncthe-othet hand, 1¢dking at:it-with.an <~
less suspicious yerspective, -1t may be that the;;t:’:rnin%"l‘iﬂs’“iaicmtﬁﬂ” by
recent "developments in-China indfcating-that-such an initiative on his part
might be well réceived. There was: the ‘ting«pong diplomacy exchange; for:
example, the increasing move-of mewspaneymen into:China, the obvivus .and
what-séemed ‘to-be increasingly reteptivelness on the part uf: the Chinese:
to this kind-of ‘an-initiative, and that may: have’dictated the-timing.:

QUESTION: : - ‘ : e e
MUSKIB: - T.would'want di évaluation of the military situation at .closer hind. -
than T have it} But my ‘impressich-is, ‘dt-this yoint, that-we should gt least
eormit ‘ourselves toward-piving her the jets that she:needs-to-mgintain the
wer balance, That's been my ﬂew&r:tﬂﬁfmn%, and T would insure that
he-did, -of course. It:is from the point of view .of the Egyptians an
unneutral act (clapping) ‘but let me say to you that ‘from my point of view
there's only one-way that we are going to work cut am bgreement or that
the parties-involved are’going to-work-out an-azreement: in theMiddle Basty
ﬁ‘,ﬂ ‘that "i’sgafo:nﬁ;mam_fazﬁi‘tuati‘onﬁof‘fﬁ-ﬂijtai'gsfaﬁii»ityi IF werallow -
instdbility to Brise we are going to-diminish the prosnects for ay ggreement.
This is-why: T think'we mist:insure that Israel ¢an hWwld-up her:end in: the
military ‘balance ‘in“the Mjddle Bast. {clapping) .
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QUESTION:

MUSKIE:

I really think that's a question you should put to Senator Humphrey.
(laughing) My feeling is that we would be moving out of it,if not out o
it at this point, at a more rEpid pace -- but that's such a self-gserving
answer to give -8ince we do not hold office, and it can't be disnroved,
that I don't to give it. I really think our policy would be different
and closer to an end of our involvement. But I can't prove that and so
I'd rather not give you a self-serving answer. I'd rather give you my
own answer as to where I stand mow and I've tried to stay.on top of it
and to make my stand clear for the last two gears constantly. That's on
'tj;he" record. And that's a reflection of what.zy attitudes would have

een.

QUESTION:

MUSKIB:

Well, I think the President's asunouncement is e political plus.for
President Nixon. Now whether or not it will be long range, of coursa,
depends upon what now materializes from it. We've had sumnit meetings.
before and, by and larpe, the record of summit meetings hasn't been too
mductive. But, it is concelvable, this one might be -~ so he has an

tial political plus, I think. I expect we will begin to see some
reactions against t, especially from the right wing of his own party,
but 1t hasn't been very vocal except here and there in scattered voices
but it will be and that's where he can expect the criticism ~-- from the
tight wing of his own party. So far as the populace as a whole is concerned,
and I've made calls around the country to get some feeling for it, it's
been & political plus. Uhether it will remain so depends upon what happens:
now. le has raised peqple's expectations, now if they are dashed with
respect to the war in Southeast Asia or with respect to constructive improvement
with our relations with mainland China, than it gould tum out tote a '
political minus.

QUESTION: heor

MUSKIB: I didn't bewe all of it -- I think I missed tho guestion part of it --

With respect to the bambing policy in SoutheastAsla“from.the point of view

of the Nuremburg trials and the precédent set there, I think that's a
judgment to be made after more careful conslderation of what is involved,

who is responsible dor the policies, what their objectives werg, whether
there was indiscriminate bombing, and all the rest of it., I think you meed

a sesrching inquiry of the fact before ydu mike morsl judgments that carry
with them a’ enalg. Now with respect to overall justification of the
bombing, I t that I would agree with an increasing mmber of Americans
that they were not justified , that we should not have embarked upon them

in the first instance, that they have been used immorally in that sense :
now, to annihilate villages, to destroy unintentionally, perhpps, but inevidably
clvilian populations, to desolate the countryside, to destroy its fertility,
its ufe.-giv‘:lnibcapabilities which has been, I think, totally out of balance
with the invisible, almost invisible, military walues.

JUESTION:

MUSKIB:

I think that we ought to do these things with respect to the economy.
I think first, we ought to try, but that seems unlikely now, a strong
incomes policy and I think that it is essential to have such a policy
whether it is in the fomm of guidelines or controls if we are to be able to
safely do the things we ought to do to stimulate the economy for the purpose
of dealing with wnemployment. And I think with respect to that we cught
to add something like 8 - 12 billion dollars out of the federal budget in
the form of accelerated tax cuts and federal spending in order to stimilate
the economy in order to bring about some effective dealing with the unemployment
problem. I think the spending ought to take the form -- as it has--of public
sector employment, the miblic service jobs concept which has now been signed
into law by the President after he vetoed it last year, the accelerated
public works program which he has just now vetoed and which was sustained and
which will now be replaced by same other legislation, and so on. But thess
two: things need to be done. 1 think the greatest economic mistake the President
made was made his £irst week in office when he amnounced, in e€fect, that
he was keeping hands off in the wage and price decisions which colﬂ& have
an inﬂationary effect end he has refused to change that policy in any effectiv«
way sinca. :
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QUESTION:  Would you serlously consider a black running mate, and if so .(imaudible)
MISKIB: Well, I haven't seriocusly considered fgn_y_ ywming mate at this point
because I haven't yet selected the top of my ticket.(laughter, clapping)

QUESTION:

MUSKIB: It depends upon how you define cur original objective. I never
understood 1t to be the conquest ofl\hrth-‘\fiemsm,jfor exarple -- that
would be 8 win poldcy; I never understood it to be the reunification of
the two halves of Vietnam on non-commmist 1ines,-- that would be another
form of win policy, I always understood it to be and I discussed it earlier,
and on those temms it is pretty difficult to define: what a win policy
would be. How would we achleve a result that would clearly guarantee for
the indefinite future for the peonle of South Vietnam a govermment of the
form that existed at the moment that we left it? We didn't pursue maximum-
military policies is clear -- we didn't drop the muclear bemb, and I think
that was right; we didn't try the conquest of North Vietnam, I think that
was right -- I think you have to define what you have in mind.-- 2 no-win pol

before I can respond to it more specifically than that. You want to follow-t
with another question? '

MJSKIB: ©  Well, that is a step toward a wider and more intensive war -- (next
question inaudible) --- looking to what objective? -
e Dovgpitior s glven o thi pog;tmfmﬂﬁphoig 5, g o
of some of the consideratons given to the X ong proper, for example
To have embarked on that would have put us into direct g

END-OF TAPB



	Remarks of Senator Edmund S. Muskie at Meeting of Congressional Interns
	Recommended Citation

	Untitled

