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Transcript

Don Nicoll: It is Wednesday the 11th of April, the year 200¥e are at 5006 7th Place
Northwest, Washington, D.C. at the home of LuciBdnis, and Don Nicoll is interviewing
Lucinda. Lucinda, would you state your full nanmel @pell it and give us your date and place of

birth?

Lucinda Dennis. Sure, my name is Lucinda Timmons Dennis, L-U-N-D-A, T-I-M-M-O-
N-S, D-E-N-N-I-S.

DN:

LD:

DN:

LD:

DN:

LD:

DN:

LD:

DN:

LD:

And where were you born?

In Florence, South Carolina.

And what was the date?

June 24th, 1928.

And how did you come to Washington?

Well, actually | came here to go to collegendAafter that | just didn’t go back home.
Where did you go to college?

Cortez Peters Business College.

And after you finished college, where did yourkid

Well, after | finished college | decided thatésn’t going to go back home. And I just

decided that | would stay here and look for sonmgthihat | wanted to do, and that's what | did.
| didn’t, | didn’t want to go back home becausegothere were no jobs down there that |
wanted.



DN: What kind of a community was it?

LD: It's a small town, Florence is a small towndohn’t even know the population, but it's a
small town and everybody knows everyone, it's ohiose communities. Everybody knows
everybody, so.

DN: Did you have sisters and brothers?

LD: I have two sisters that lived, and only onkvisig now, and | had two brothers that lived
for a time being but both of them are gone nowd Aatually I'm my mother’s only child that’s
living.

DN: Now what was your father’s occupation?

LD: Papa was a farmer for a while. He loved fagnmama could not get him off the farm.
She couldn’t get him to go out, she wanted to caméhis way so badly because most of her
people are over in Baltimore.

DN: Oh, is that right? Well how did they meet?

LD: Well, I guess they met because the family waxaliche down every so often to see the rest
of the family that's down in South Carolina. Ané were always glad to see them, and they
were always glad to come because it was alwayg aedbebration, yeah, it was always a big, so.

DN: They enjoyed coming from the city to the counémyd you wanted to come to the city.

LD: Yeah, they enjoyed coming from Baltimore, thegd in Baltimore, that's where most of
the family lives right now, they’re in Baltimore.

DN: And did your father’s family live in Baltimoresavell?

LD: No, my father’s family lived a little bit furér down in the country. And so he came up to
town | suppose and met mama and he married hirasaty girl. But he was a, | loved, oh, he
was one of the nicest guys you would ever wantéetm

DN: Was he, did he own his own farm or was he shapging?

LD: No, we had our own land. He didn’t, he didrméve, his family was a little bit from across
the tracks, but he was a very fine person, a geligious person, and he made an excellent
father.

DN: And he stuck with farming for his whole life?

LD: For his whole life, for his whole life. And kst would not give it up. | think toward the

end, though, just before he got sick and went ar,dwe was thinking about stopping, giving up
the farm and coming into town to live with mama.



DN: Oh, mama lived in town?

LD: Mama lived, mama wasn’t goingnintelligible phrase).
DN: Did she always live in town?

LD: Always.

DN: So you had two homes.

LD: Two homes, one in, one down in Eppingham, SQattolina, and one in Florence. They
were about fifteen miles apart.

DN: Did you spend much time in Eppingham?

LD: No.

DN: Did you ever work on the farm?

LD: No. Papa wouldn't, didn’t want his girls to tkan the farm.

DN: What kind of crops did he raise?

LD: He raised tobacco and, let’s see, there wasctmbthat he raised and cotton. They're
seasonal types of farming. And | think that’s abaluthat he could make money out of, because
he wasn’t much of a person to raise vegetablestuifllike that and come up to town and sell
them. But he always had enough so that they lasieéntire year, enough vegetables. And he
was always so proud of what he did. | just, yoawnif, is Gruber’s picture back there?

DN: Yes, you showed it to me.

LD: Okay, I'll have to show it to you again. Hesnast one of the kindest people you ever
wanted to meet. He'd do anything for you, anythfimg you know, if you needed him he was
there. He wasn'’t, well he stopped school in thé firade so he wasn’t a highly educated man.
Mama finished high school.

DN: She had finished high school, and she wantedygo on to school?

LD: Yes, yes, she did.

DN: Did your sisters and brothers go on to schoal, after high school?

LD: Yeah, they did. Except my older brother, lendtiwant to go to school, he didn’'t want to

learn anything. And I think he hid every day henwi® school. Mama would get us up to get us
ready to go to school and she would say, “Now $on,go to school today.” We called him



Son. “Son, you go to school today, now | don’'t manhave come out there and find you.” Oh,
but we had a good life growing up. It's so mudl, ybu come up in a big family, do you have
any sisters and brothers?

DN: No, | haven't, | have no sisters and brotherst gousins.

LD: Isthat right?

DN: It was an extended family though.

LD: Oh, okay, okay, well, that’s just as good somes. Because we had, some of the times
we had all my uncle’s children in that house, ahdourse there were about six or, six of them.
And mama wouldn’t take all of them at one time, &lu¢é knew that they wanted to come up to
town and she would let maybe about three comdiateg then send those back and then.

DN: Now was she a homemaker for her -?

LD: My mother?

DN: Yes.

LD: Yes, she was a homemaker of sorts. My motlasrspoiled, she never did anything.
They had servants, and Grandpa Webster had thas lgigehouse up on the hill, so she was just
really spoiled, she didn’t do anything.

DN: She didn’'t work outside the home either.

LD: No, she didn’'t work outside the home and didiwtmuch in the home.

DN: So you grew up with servants in the house.

LD: Yeah, yeah, for a time, for a time. | thougletwere supposed to have them, you know.
But the people who were the servants were, likaungte’s children, because they always

wanted to make a little bit of money so they woedane up to, let’s go up to visit Aunt Rose.

DN: Now, you were able to, your family was able taimtain those two houses through the
Depression | take it.

LD: Oh yeah, Grandpa Webster had lots of monesg.faiher was chief Indian what-was-his-
name. His father was an Indian, and | understaatigrandfather Webster was very, very tight
with his money. So, and | can see where he waswgh his money, except for his girl, his girl
had his heart. And, | don’t know, | always hopkdtthe had lived long enough so that we could
see him in person. But we, he didn’t, and | gukassupposed to be.

DN: So you came to Washington, you went to schoul,\eu stayed, and what was your first
job?



LD: My first job was at the Veteran’s AdministratioAnd | worked there for, | think three
years, and then | decided | was going to find aojibb.

DN: Was this immediately after the war or towardehd of the war? I’'m guessing, when did
you graduate from the business school?

LD: Cortez Peters. |think it was, was it 194¢elieve it was 1948, | think it was 1948. You
don’t get to remember everything.

DN: You graduated from high school I'm guessing46."

LD: Forty-six, right, forty-six and | came to D.@mediately after that and registered for
college and then | was ready to go when the doeneg@. The door opened, | was there. But |
enjoyed it, | really did, | enjoyed it.

DN: So you were at the Veteran’s Administrationtfoee years.
LD: | was there for three years.
DN: And then you went where?

LD: Well, when I left the Veteran’s Administratibment to, excuse me, | really got upset at
them. Would you like something to drink, a glabgi@e or something?

DN: No, but if you would like to get yourself songm, ahead.
(Pause in taping.)
DN: You were saying that you were upset with thee¥at’'s Administration.

LD: Uh-huh, because that, it was still, the govennwas still very segregated, and so | was
in the stenographic pool. Now | knew, | was thé/@ame that was a graduate, college graduate.

DN: Stenographer.

LD: Yeah, and so | thought that | would be giveargwpportunity that, the first opportunity
that came along when they wanted someone who ickinsdw what they were doing. But that
didn’t happen and it, | decided | wouldn’t get ujpakfirst, but | just sat around there and |
watched what was happening and | just, | reallyugpstet. And | just went up to the front of the
room and told the lady, it was as though we wer liong barn, you know, the room was longer
than this house by another room. And so | justtwerto the front and | told her that | would
like to apply for one of the jobs that is availabt®v. And it was just a GS3, because | went in
as a GS2. And she was really, | felt so sornhen. Her name was Mildred something, I, see
I've forgotten her name. And so she said, “Ohar’'tdo that, | don’t have anything to do with
that.” | said, “You're sitting up here, you're sugged to be giving us instructions on what to



do,” and | said, “you are, you're the one, wellrttearry my message to the person who'’s in
charge,” that's what | said. | remember that sadly.

And so she got really upset at me, she just tuatiexhades, you know, went one shade to
another and back again. And I said, “Now if youmndevant to do it, I'm going to do it and I'm
going to get this job.” So she said, she said, IfWé just go up and talk to mister . .. .” And
don’t remember his name, all | remember about kithat he was Jewish, and he was a very
nice guy. He wasn’t the kind to be, to make yal feelittled in any way, he would listen to
what you had to say. But | got the job. My mothad taught us how to present ourselves.
Mama was really something. | just wish she haediin this time. But she taught us how to
conduct ourselves under any kind of a circumstance.

DN: Did you run into problems as a child and a yopagson growing up?

LD: People used to tease me about my voice betaige't have a southern accent, | had no
southern accent, so they would tease me about mg.v8ut it didn’t bother me, | thought
everybody talked like me until | got to high schdtdughter] Oh dear.

DN: So you got the GS3 job at -

LD: Igotthe GS3 job, and then | stayed in thatdm years, two years. And | decided that |
could do better than that, you know, because gtiesrwere becoming available all around me.
They weren’t in the stenographic pool, becaused wwahe stenographic pool. And so | just said
to Mildred one day, | said, “I'm going to, | hopelydon’t mind but I'm going to check to see if

| can find some place that has a job that’s opethabl can apply for it, because | know I'm
much better than anybody else.” 1 did, | said g\®t at that time, | said it all, but | didn’t saty

in a mean way. | didn’t, mama didn’t teach useaiean. But, and so she said, “Oh you can’t
get a job, they won't give you a job.” | said, “lJou want to bet?” | was haughty, you know, it
didn’t, | was just haughty. You know, | knew whaés and what | could do.

And so for that reason, and then she’s tellingané, | finished college, she hadn’'t been any
higher than the sixth grade in school, if she werihe sixth grade. |told her that, too. That's
terrible, but | did. So, but anyway, she was & erson, she had a good heart. She was just
doing what those folk wanted her to do because werg not able to do it, you know. And, but
she wasn’t going to do it to me, and | told hett.thand | said, “I know what you're doing, |
know what you’re supposed to do,” but | said, “pati won’t do it to me.” So | left out of there
and went up to the front office where the man,ehgas a man in charge of all of us, Milton [P.]
Semer, Milton Semer was his name. And | said, “8&rmer, can | have an audience with you?
| don’t need but about five or ten minutes.” Soshél, “Sure, come on in, have a seat.” So |
said, “All right,” and | told him what had been hgming.

And by that time | had been in the stenographid fmawo years. Nobody had, the young
white girls would come in and they were, they’dystathere for about, they didn’t stay any
longer than someone needed another secretaryn@waéd these girls moving out of the
stenographic pool, and they were going to workoimsbody else’s office. And Mildred would
say to them, “Don’t tell any of the Negroes wheoe wll are going.” So | guess they, she put



fear in them, you know. She could not have doaétthhme. | sure wish | had time to tell you
all about my mother, because mama made some wouateri ber girls, and some good boys out
of her young men, you know. But that's about thele story.

DN: Well you went to see Milton Semer.
LD: Yeah, when she said she wasn’t, Milton Semeriwaharge of all of us.
DN: And what did he do?

LD: He told me, he came back there to her and st have said something to her about she’s
eligible for a job if you have one available. Aswlshe turned all kinds of shades, | just watched
her, she turned all shades. And then she, shdmwbglo home, because she couldn’t have
gotten a better job, unless she was going to geedand of two jobs she could handle in one
day. But | felt real sorry for her then, but | ditifeel sorry enough to say | was sorry, because |
wasn’t going to subservient to anybody that didaive as much to offer as | did, you know.

DN: And did you get another job at that point?

LD: Yeah, | went right on up to Mr. Semer, Mr. Semeffice, and applied for a job. Now he
didn’t have a job available in there, but | saigydt said to him that, | told him what | had done
and that | wanted to apply for a job somewhere wheould get a promotion, somewhere with
responsibilities, you know. So he said, “Oh sofesure. How long have you been here?” |
said. “Two years.” And so he said, “Well of coeyrsf course, let me see what | can do.”

DN: Now was this still in the VA?

LD: Itwas stillin VA, that was still in VA. Anthen after he said ‘let me see what | can do’, |
said, “Well now, | don’t have much time to give ybecause if you can't find a job for me in

this place, in two weeks, I'll be gone.” | gaverhiwell that was just me, my mother always
taught us to be honest about what we were goinlg @nd how we were going to do it, you
know. So he, | guess he thought | wasn’t goinddat. But, | just, | went over to, someone told
me that they were looking for a secretary ovehatDepartment of Interior. And | said, “Oh
great.” And so | got my form, what was it therfityfitwo?

DN: | don’t know.

LD: Well, whatever form it was that you had to wefether for a government job, | got that
together and went on over to the Department ofilmte They did have a job open, but she said
it would not be available for two weeks. And thats Miss Julie Andrew, André, she was
French background so she wanted her name pronodmwzié. And | said, “Okay, I'll be, I'll
hold out until then if I don’t find something elsethe meantime.” So | went on back to the
Veteran’s Administration, | had not even told thdy that | was going now, because there was
no need to tell her, you know. There wasn’'t angchi® tell, it was only a GS3. And it was a
GS3 over there at the Department of the Interfw.| just went in back to work, you know, just
went right on back to the Veteran’s Administratiohnd | should have taken the whole day off



but I didn't. Oh dear. But anyway, I'm glad I ckimd of ignore this sitting here [microphone].
DN: Now did you actually get the job at Interior?

LD: Yes, | went over there, of course | got the jodertainly did.

DN: How long were you there?

LD: | was at Interior for about a year and somethihgot a promotion to a GS4 when | went
in, and | was trying to think of how long it tooR.he she said that, she gave me the time limit
when, how long it would be before she could offertime GS4 and it seems to me it was
something like two or three weeks or something .

DN: And how long were you at Interior?

LD: Ididn't like Interior. So | had heard aboubilising and Home Finance Agency, Housing
and Home Finance Agency had just come into, | guedseing. It was one of those newer
agencies. It was heading all, they were bringihgfadhousing together under Housing and
Home Finance Agency, and they needed somebodytloeer who actually knew what they
were doing, you know. So I, that was, okay, | dedil would apply for the job.

And when | got there | went to the lady in persdntie young lady from Housing told me to go
to her, Marguerite Gregory. And so she was vetg nive were good friends for years, for a
number of years. She’s gone on now, though. Busitange how her presence just kind of
filled me with a little bit of sadness. But shesaagood friend, and she said to me, she says,
“I'm going to have to call the job that you justtlé | said, “Okay, that’s fine with me.” | was
never afraid of the devil himself. Well, so buyasmy, she said, “I'll have to call and let them
know that you're here and that I'm going to hiraiyo So | said, “That’s fine with me.” And so
she called the girl, the lady, before | left. Alid just to show you how foolish people are, this
woman said to her, “You do know that she’s Blaaky'tyou?” Now I'm sitting here, no, they
said Negro then, they said Negro. So she saids, V@ looking at her.” | will never forget
that. | don’t know how she could have, that cdudste come out of her mouth. But anyway, so
I've had an exciting life, | really have, I've jushjoyed it.

DN: Now | have a question in connection with the man mentioned at the VA that you
talked to, Milton Semer, did you ever encounter again?

LD: Ohyeah, he knew me. Everybody knew me. Myherotaught us never to be afraid of
anybody. She said, all you have to do is meet theryour level, you know. But, and | was a
very good secretary. They didn’t, he didn’t eveio that | was Black until he came to the
office to see who | was, you know. But | liked hililton Semer was, he was a nice guy.
DN: Well now did he go to Housing and Home Finance?

LD: No, he didn’'t. Let’'s see, now how did he ggbiHousing?



DN: Later he, if we're talking about the same persater he was at Housing and Urban
Development.

LD: He was at, yes, later he was at Housing andeHeimance. | was wondering, he was
already there when | got there because it was asidg where | went for the interview, so
Milton Semer was already there. And we just kifid qust fell into whatever it was they were
doing, because | knew what | was doing. That'shk.

DN: Now what year was it that you went to Housindg &lome Finance?

LD: This was 19-, it couldn’t have, 194- somethint2ouldn’t have been that. It had to have
been -

DN: No, it would have been in 1950s.

LD: Nineteen fifties, yeah, it was something likatt | think it was 1952 | believe. | get lost.
DN: Now you were at Housing and -

LD: |was at Housing for -

DN: - and Home Finance, and then Housing and Urkareldpment for how long?

LD: Until | decided that | wanted a promotion aheyt were, I'd already had two promotions,
but you know, promotions didn’t give you very munloney then. And we were trying to buy
this house, and Dennis was never, he never hda stjong enough to do but so much.

DN: Tell us about your husband.

LD: Did you ever meet him?

DN: Yes.

LD: Oh, he was a grand guy, he was just a grand Baymet Jerome Dennis, is his name, and
[\heeai:vr;?/s wanted me to use his middle name, Emenem& Dennis. | used his middle name all

DN: Was his nickname Jay?

LD: Jay, Jay was his professional name, Jay Demfgswas an excellent musician. Did you
ever hear him play?

DN: Um-hmm.

LD: Oh, okay, then | don't have to tell him.



DN: No, no, but people listening to this tape wdmbw about that.

LD: Oh, he was just, he was just really, he wasdedul. And he was always so proud of
me. He would be out there waiting for me whentl@fdevery day, he’'d just be out there. |
think by that time we were able to get a little oasomething.

DN: What was his instrument?
LD: Saxophone, baritone saxophone. That's whatdse bless his heart.

DN: Now you were telling me that at Housing and WrbBevelopment you had a couple of
promotions, but it wasn’t where you wanted it to be

LD: I have to tell you, no it wasn’t. | have tdl i®u how | gotthe promotion that | wanted. |
finally went up to Mr. Semer again, you know, arndld, because I told these folks, | said, “You
all don't really know who you're talking to.” Yoknow, they talk down to you like you're
somebody they’d never, didn’t want to talk withuyknow. | imagine you’'ve heard them do
that before. But anyway, my mama taught me, nletemybody talk down to you, never, she
says, “Never.” And | knew she meant it, you kntw&cause her father was an Indian, you know,
and they mean everything they say. Mama was songe¢fse. A great mother though, she was
a great mother, her name was Rosa. | don’t know nvama was named for, | don’t know
whether we ever talked about that or not. But aywshe was a good mother. So when my
father died in 1952 | think it was, and mama jskg just put on her pants and took off. And
every place that she had to go, | mean when shéisidess to attend to, she certainly did get
out there and do it. So -

DN: You were going to tell me about your, f®motion.

LD: The promotion, oh, and | got theomotion. | just went on down to Mr. Semer, idsa

“Mr. Semer, could | see you for a few minutes, p&&l | didn’t want but a few minutes, you
know. He said, “Oh sure Lucinda, come on in.” tbhil Semer is his name, he was a good
Jewish person. So | said, “There’s a job thatimgdo become available, or should have
become available by this time, in congressionadia” Well, | knew about congressional
liaison because | had already been there, thattsevhwas, but | knew that they needed a clerk,
you know, a chief clerk is what it was. So he sd®lthat so? Have you applied?” | said, “No,
| was going to come down here and tell you thaahtgd the job, | didn’t know | had to fill out
an application.” | remember our whole conversati®o he said, “Well, let me see what they’re
going to do down there,” he said, “you could géetter job than that.” And so he sent, in the
meantime he sent me up to Mr. Weaver’s office, thiatls where | was working until he came
along and told me that | would have the job. Awe forgotten what date he told me that, |
can’t remember, but he says, “I've talked with ge®ple up there and you can go on down
whenever you want to.”

DN: And who was in charge of the congressionaldiaisffice then?

LD: Charlie Smith?



DN: That’'s when you first met Charlie.

LD: Um-hmm, that was Charles Smith, and he wa®atdeader, he was just a great leader, he
really was. Those were the years.

DN: What can you tell me about Charles Smith and hewame to be congressional liaison?

LD: Well, they didn’t have anybody else that kneanauch as he did, or knew how to get
along with people. He had a great way, you knais b great personality. You did meet him.

DN: He was from the south.

LD: Yes, yes.

DN: Was he from Virginia?

LD: No, I don't think he was born in Virginia butHink, I don’t know why | always, he never
told me what part of the south he was from, thatvhe born in, and so | didn’t pursue it. And |
didn’t have his form 57 anyway.

DN: Now I take it that Charles Smith did not talkadgoto you.

LD: Oh no, if anybody talked down to me they weredi He never talked down to me, he
didn’t. Actually | was about the smartest persothiat congressional liaison office. When | say
smart | don’t mean, | meant | knew what | was doywu know, he didn’t have to tell me what

to do. | could even draft my own letters.

DN: Now this would have been, when you went intodbegressional liaison office with
Charles Smith, that must have been in the earl94.96

LD: Early 1960s.

DN: Because Housing and Urban Development was edtadlin the Kennedy-Johnson years.
LD: Okay, but when | went there it was Housing Biathe Finance Agency.

DN: Yeah, you went there first.

LD: Itwas just for a short time.

DN: And then it was converted and Secretary Weaa@recin.

LD: Came on board. Mr. Weaver and | had some ¢satiens. |goundslike: grew) my
roots.



DN: Now, you were there in congressional liaisor dial you, during those years, have any
dealings with Senator Muskie or his staff?

LD: Senator Muskie knew who | was. He certainlgwrwho | was. And | said to him that
when a job becomes available in your office thabuld like to move over. He said, “I certainly
will keep that in mind.” Well, he didn’t do his owhiring anyway, you know. So | just said to
him, “I'll remind you.” He was such a, he was allg, really nice guy. So tolerant of people
and their mistakes, you know. It seems to medhaine occasion, | don’t think we ever talked
about race, but I told him that there was a jobigoffice that | wanted when it became
available, and he said, “Which one?” So | told hirsaid, “Your chief clerk,” you know. So he
said, “Okay, we’ll look into that when the time ces1” Oh dear, but he was really quite, he was
just as, he was as easy to get along with as Mawafe

DN: Now, you never did come to work for him and &&nate office staff, but you did come to
work for him on the subcommittee on intergovernrakrglations.

LD: |sure did, I sure did, yeah.
DN: And you came with Charlie Smith as | recall.
LD: Yes, Il did.

DN: What, but prior to that time, had you workeday on any of the legislation, the housing
legislation in which Senator Muskie was involved?

LD: [I'msureldid. I'm sure | did. That was suzhong time ago.

DN: Yeah. What, when you came to the subcommittesgt was your job then?

LD: My title? |was just, | ran the office, Charlsmith’s office, congressional liaison,
congressional liaison. And | just came over tHewye congressional liaison, which he was part
of.

DN: Charlie was the director of statinjntelligible word).

LD: He was the director, and he had already toldhmeavalked around there one day and said,
“I want you to come on over and work for me.” Weldidn’t get over there quick enough. So
he said, “Lucinda, I'm going to give you until,” [gave me an ultimatum, | think it was a week
or something like that to get over there. | satlell, if you wait a minute I'll walk down there
with you.” We had a good relationship, we realig.d

DN: What do you remember about the work on that cuinaittee?

LD: Iremember, | knew we were in contact with SenMuskie. Whenever he wanted to get
something done, | remember that you all were vetpfhl to us.



DN: And what, do you remember how Senator MuskieG@inarlie Smith interacted, and how
you interacted with him and can you connect itrtg specific legislation?

LD: Housing, the housing legislation. Becauseglalkthat | can recall that we were working
on. That's all that | can recall that we workedvamen we were, when he was in contact with
your office.

DN: And going back to the time at Housing and UrbDawelopment, did you, do you recall
working on model cities?

LD: | remember that.

DN: And interacting with, Milt Semer was involvedtimat, and so was Bob Wood who was
undersecretary and later secretary. And wastiteaénd of the Johnson administration that you
came to the Hill? Or did Charlie leave HUD early?

LD: I, you know, somewhere in there he was sickd Adon’t recall, | don’t recall the times
when he was sick. But there was somewhere alotigeie that he took sick and he had to be
away for a little bit of a time. | just don't rermer exactly what dates they were. It's too bad
that | don’t, though, I should have all that.

DN: And in your, you talked a little bit about Sesralluskie and a couple of exchanges you
had with him.

LD: Senator Muskie was just marvelous, you know, tHe strangest thing about him, he
thought | needed protection. | know he thought.thde’s never said that to me, but he thought
that | needed protection of some sort. So I, whenkesaw him | said, “Hi senator,” you know,
and I'd keep on going. “Where are you off to?"e8 his heart, he was a good guy, he really
was.

DN: Did you find it easy to work with the staffsather offices and with the senators who were
members of the subcommittee?

LD: Ididn’'t have any problems with them, none wgbater. I've never had any problems
with anyone. My mother taught us how to approaabpte, you know, and I, that has always
been a part of me. Not to approach them in bemygracle Tomish, girls were not, Black girls
weren’'t Uncle Tomish or anything, she said you yalk right in and you say, “Good morning,
and you just say who you are.” And that was whenmere growing up. | was a little girl. 1
will never forget that, my mother was really someaspecial. But she surely taught me how to
act, you know, she was just quite a, she was quigely.

She was the only girl out of all of the boys thaa@pa Webster had, because see grandpa
Webster had been married once before. And he sagramdmother somewhere and he just
wanted to get, | think by that time his first whiad died, because mama helped to raise these
other boys, and they were all older than she viZag, | wonder if she ever told me how old she
was when, | imagine she was, mama must have bé®sr goung when Grandpa Webster



married her mother. But, that's strange, becaum®@arand | used to talk all the time, but for the
life of me | don’t remember her ever saying to ime date that, | think I've got it in the Bible if |
have, if you want it I'll get it. I'll have to Idoand see.

DN: When did you leave the Senate office, the irteegnmental relations subcommittee?

LD: Theyear? |don’'t know what year | left. Ahalso, | went to Interior, didn’t 1? Did | go
back to Interior?

DN: Idon'trecall that. | knew at some point yeidt the staff. And that was at the same time
Charlie left, wasn't it?

LD: Yes, it surely was.
DN: And did you finish out your career at Interior?

LD: Idid, I actually went over there and stayeeréhfor, | finished out at Interior before |
went, before | went back to wherever | was goitim trying to think of where | went when |
finished Interior, or decided | wasn’'t going to \kat Interior any more. Well, in any event.

DN: As you look back on your experience with Sendaskie and his staff, what are your
chief impressions of him, and the way he worked, #ve way his staff operated?

LD: He was just, he always treated me like a lgdy,know. | guess | must have acted like
one so he treated me that way. But the staff easmvery happy with me because when he
would come into the, when he’d come into my offiee,would say, “Where’s Lucinda?”
Something like that. And | was never very far apayt he would just ask where was I, and I'd
say, right over here senator. My voice would cleanlgly mother’s voice would change. So he
would come on over, he wanted to know how | wasgldihis morning, you know, and that kind
of thing. He was really a fine, a very fine gentén. You don’t want me to speak about his life,
right?

DN: Yes, oh yes, anything that you -

LD: (Unintelligible phrase).

DN: What you recall.

LD: His wife, Jane, was younger than he, and |tdamw whether they got along well or not,
but you know, but it seems to me he would havéla hit of difficulty every now and then with
her. So, but, that just, if you don’t want thathere just chop it off.

DN: We’'re talking about your recollections.

LD: We're talking about my recollections.



DN: And what did Charlie Smith do after he left teenmittee? Did he retire?

LD: Ileft him there, he was still there with Milttdsemer. And | don’t know where he went
after he left Housing. We've kind of lost touctWe used to get together about every two weeks
or something like that and have lunch. But alihaft just sort of, as my mother would say,
‘petered out’.

DN: Well thank you very much, Lucinda.

LD: Well, you're welcome.

DN: Very helpful.

LD: You're welcome.

End of Interview



	Dennis, Lucinda oral history interview
	Recommended Citation

	MOH_269_Transcript

