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Biographical Note

Robert “Bob” Dubord was born in Waterville, Maine November 19, 1925. His father was an
attorney and active in the Democratic Party. Hathar was a housewife and pianist. His
parents were Roman Catholics and attended St. iSraRobert Dubord attended St. Francis
School and then public school in Waterville. Aftegh school, he attended Holy Cross for one
year, then attended Ohio University and UniversitiNew Hampshire. Dubord joined the
service during World War II. He then went to deéstzhool. He practiced as a dentist for 48
years.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: F. Harold Dubsrrelationship with Ed Muskie; his parents’
political backgrounds; Knights of Columbus; playsaxophone to save money in high school
and college; China Lake; parental influences om&id and Robert Dubord; the 1954 campaign;
Waterville political and ethnic make-up in the 183CQolby’s move from downtown to up on the
hill; election between Joe Jabar and Spike Carglyinig with Don Nicoll; qualities of Ed

Muskie; Frank Coffin; Maine’s progression from atiremely Republican state to more
Democrat with Muskie and Coffin; and playing goltlvMuskie.
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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: . ... an interview with Robert Dubord on May 41999 at his home
in Waterville, Maine.

Robert Dubord: There’s nothing wrong with saying with saying ‘@urd” (Du ‘bord) but we
don’t say that around here. Sorry, I, let’s gett straight in the beginning: Dubord( bord).
“Dubord” (French pronunciatiopnwould be the correct way but nobody says thatddere
and we’ve been here all our lives and it's: “RobPr bord”. And | get upset if somebody puts
a capital “B” on the, in there, so | just want tuare that away at the beginning, anyway.

AL: Okay, go ahead, and if you could state and gpeit full name.

RD: Okay: Robert Paul Dubord, D-U-B-O-R-D. And IsMaorn here in Waterville, 1925,
November 19th.

AL: And what are the names of your parents?
RD: F. Harold Dubord and Blanche Letourneau Dubord.
AL: And how many children did they have, what arérthemes and . . . .?

RD: Three: my brother Richard, my sister Elisabethowias very proud to spell her name
with an ‘s’ instead of a ‘z’ and there’s a reasbhere’s a political reason for that, too.

AL: What's that?

RD: Well, she was named after a, my father was on #madzratic National Committee for
years and Miss Marbury from New York state, she avagalthy socialite and that was the only,
the way she spelled her name. And about thatltimg sister’s eight years younger than | am,
so she’s twelve years younger than my brother. Auoaintelligible word, that was a good deal



for, beside the point | guess, but, (unintelligiblerd) somebody gave me a book about
Elizabeth Arden and the name of the book was Editabnd Elisabettwith a ‘'z’ and an ‘s’.

And she used to own property out here in Belgr&tieabeth Arden, and she called it Maine
Chance Farm. And then she had her horses dowernituikky and she had a so-called fat farm
out here. And Miss Marbury used to come up thals®s. But in the book it said that this Miss
Marbury was well -known in New York State as thader of the lesbian community. So |
immediately called my sister and said, “You werenad after a lesbian and | thought you'd like
to know that right now before you go any fartheghe says, “Thanks a lot.” So anyway, that’s
beside the point. And, anyway.

AL: So you were the middle child.

RD: | was the middle child, yes. | give my sister Hetlmaking me the middle child, but what
are you going to do?

AL: Well, tell me a little bit more about your pargriccupations.

RD: My father was an attorney and he was the fissy& that Governor Muskie put on the
bench. As soon as a vacancy occurred he, | dani there was any question in his mind that he
wanted, he always used to refer to my father asobhes chief mentors and he put him on the
Superior Court bench., Then he only kept him omnettier about a year, promoted him to
Supreme Court as soon as a vacancy occurred asehexd on there in the, until he died. In fact
he was active retired when he, he served on thdoa't know how many years, but quite a few
years.

And my mother was a housewife but she was a graabplayer and she helped support my
father during his college, University of Maine alsad a law school and that's where, and the, |
guess, he went to B.U. after. But anyway, sheqadie piano for the silent movies and we all
used to make her do that all the time, there wagog music and Indian music, “Here come the
Indians”. You know, they had a, a thing that wosdy what kind of music they wanted; they’'d
send a score with a lot of these things. She vwgasat piano player, and she enjoyed playing that
and we enjoyed listening to it, too.

AL: What were your parents’ religious beliefs?

RD: They were Roman Catholics. And they did pradiner religion in, we were in a, at that
time there was three or four parishes here in tamghwe were in one of the Franco ones, St.
Francis De Sales. And that’s, anyway that's wat'shwhere | went to school, St. Francis
School and then | went to public school after that, nothing.

AL: When you grew up, going to school in Watervitlel you speak French in school or at
home?

RD: Occasionally. | can still speak French but ootwell, but | really have no problem with,
I’'m fluent in French. But, you know, if you gettonf the habit of any language you just, certain
words you know you don’t, don't fit in there too lve



AL: What were your parents’ political and socialtattes?

RD: My father was very liberal and it seems thatvas always funny the way my father could
never understand how my brother could be so frienath Bob Marden. | mean, not that he
was against him, but my father’s generation was, krow, if you were a Democrat you didn’t
socialize with the Republicans either. At the ehthe day, any activities you kind of cliqued up
and stayed with the Democrats.

And he was very much for the underdogs. But heytthe only time that anything religious
came up was the school bus issue for transporaingcpial school students. Never had any
trouble in Waterville because they just, “Well, getthe bus, we’ll take you home.” Buses were
running around the same areas and the paroch&inodld get on and get off the bus, until
somebody in Augusta decided that they didn't ltk@tt And there’s a group of people that, (I
still have that, | still have that somewhere in floeise here), the guy’s name was Squires | think
and he had a, it wasn’t the Squire from Waterviltayas somebody who appeared(unintelligible
phrase), brought some kind of a suit against Wakerfer transporting the students. And it went
to the Supreme Court and they resolved somethirey; got some kind of a compromise there.
But he was quite proud of that, | guess. He was&e@'tdidn’'t wear his religion on his sleeve or
anything like that but he wasn’t about to let thass, because he felt that the issue of safety of
the children was more important than what churely thent to, as far as them getting to school.

But there’s still people who don’t, who [do] getsap if they take a bit of public money and give
it to a private school, whether it be a parochilo®l or a Montessori school or something like
that, you know. And that was about the only, he waery busy attorney and he had an office
right downtown here. And at one time he had, nandfather was an old-time lawyer that had
studied for the bar and in those days they couwd,know, apprentice. And, he’s up on the wall
right there, on the right hand side. That's mymeots family; and you asked about Gene
Letourneau, that’s him in the front. He just diadtlyear; he was eighty years old, or ninety,
(unintelligible word, so. But my grandfather had an office in, sméite off my father’s office

in down town Waterville.

And then when my brother and Bob Marden formedr thaitnership, | think that was 1964 if

I’'m not wrong, and he, he had an office over thmrehe was just “of counsel”, he wasn't active
then; he was still on, he was on the bench, jkstBiob Marden’s father was on the bench, too.
But they had quite a powerhouse law firm becausg ktad Catholics and Protestants and
Republicans and Democrats in their firm there ttiegt leading, the two leading banks in town as
clients, so. And they, it made a power house firm.

AL: Now, was your mother politically involved at all?

RD: Yeah, she had a, | remember one thing she did dod’'t know exactly how it was but,

she had a project of a “Mile of Dimes”, or somethiike that. She had people sending in,
President Roosevelt’s third term | think, campammd she headed up this thing and raised quite
a bit of money for President Roosevelt’s reelectidmd she enjoyed going to all the
conventions with him. We had the Democratic Nati@@@mmittee, there was no, no one



making any money but you get, I'm sure they musehgotten travel money and stuff like that.
But she went to most of the conventions with him.

AL: Were politics ever discussed at the dinner taflen you were growing up?

RD: Not particularly. My father was, as | said hesvga, such a staunch Democrat that he had,
he’d, he’'d say stuff like, you know, if we ever hal election where the Republicans won an
overwhelming victory or something, he’'d say, “Wdllserves them right, there’ll be a lot of
bankruptcies and and that will all be money foryiave,” you know, how, he had a lot of
bankruptcy cases. He got more mellow as he getrohiit basically he was a, you know, always
saw the Democratic side of it.

And he was fun to talk to when he, you know, adish people would come upto . ... Inthose
days political rallies were, there wasn’t any t&den so they'd have a rally. And they'd try to
get a celebrity, like they had Gene Tunney cameam8mithfield at the grange hall or whatever
it was. And they had a field day out there, anavhas just through being heavyweight champion
and it was, we got some great pictures of GoveBrann and Gene Tunney and Jim Farley.
And he had that, my father had this copy of a teitethe wall, a framed letter from Jim Farley
predicting that Roosevelt would win all but Maineda/ermont. He had it, it was dated and had
the, he was correct, those were the only two sthtgqAlfred M.] Landon carried. But we
didn’t get in any big political discussions at thble, or anything like that(unintelligible phrase)
But, no, there’s no question to where his heartyay know.

AL: What were your parents’ relationships with diéfier groups in the community, ethnic and
economic and family?

RD: Well, nothing unusual there | don't think. MytHiar was in the, a number of civic
organizations. And I think he was in Knights ofl@abus, although | don’t think he ever went,
but, and you know, they used to usually get intohase things. As | said, you know, | can’t
think of anything specific there.

AL: Well how do you feel that your family affectedwas you grew up?

RD: Well, | knew that, | got pretty liberal myselfoy know, and as you get older they say,
“You get less liberal and more ugly,” | guess, amgthing, | don’t know. But I'm still liberal
and there was lots of good family influences. bwaa renegade, | didn’t do anything; | just
stayed with the closely straight and narrow asfakr know.

AL: What were some of the other influences on yowgrg up, other than your parents? Did
the schools you went to, or your friends or otlaarlts in the community that you connected
with influence you at all, do you feel?

RD: Well in some ways. Like when it came to go tdexgé my father had been to Colby, had
graduated from Colby. But | had, just because youriryour home town, you know, you just
don’t feel like going to, you've got to go somewh&ise, you know? My brother had been to
Holy Cross and | got a chance to go so | went. IBuly went there for a year because | got into



these Army programs and | transferred to otherashadBut | can’t think of any, you know, in
college it was war time, and so everything was|,wel didn’t have much time for socializing.

| mean, | got, this almost probably sounds like,llim not bragging but the time that |
(unintelligible phrasg | graduated from high school in June of ‘43 baditalready left. They let
us go to college in February to try to get moreetiefore you got drafted., If you were in good
standing and it wasn't hardyr{intelligible word that if your folks could afford to send you to
college in those days, you went. You didn't havéake SATs and all this stuff and I, as | said, |
got five semesters of college, and I'll explaintftzand from February of ‘43 to October ‘44 | had
five semesters of college and no vacation essbntial

And | went into the service then, then | came duhe service and went to dental school, and |
was, for a few days there, in dental school, | eighteen years old. Then | became nineteen in
about a month, then | graduated from the in thelacated program also. | did three and a half
years instead of four, so | graduated in Febru&f&from dental school. And, but | wasn’t the
youngest one in my class; there were probably amgpunger than I, so that was not unusual.
Some of the semesters that the Army sent you te wely twelve weeks. | went to a Holy
Cross semester; that was normal at the time, thatteen-week semesters. | went to Ohio
University and University of New Hampshire and thignwn to dental school. But | got enough
credits to get in; | made it somehow.

AL: And you became a dentist and that was your psafe®

BD: Yeah, yeah, practiced for forty-eight years, arabuple years in the Air Force. I'd been in
the Army in, during WWII; was just there for a shbme.

AL: Now, your brother Dick chose law as a careeryandchose dentistry. What led you to
different career directions?

BD: Ireally don't know. | do remember that, you kno. .. Nowadays there’s so many . . ..
Every kid’s got a mouth full of braces on them.t Bwas unusual in those days. It would've
been the orthodontist to begin with. And my brottielin’t have his teeth straightened, my
mother was a fanatic about teeth, and she hadnhaoto the orthodontist. | never did get
finished because | went off to college and the ok my braces off and they weren’t done yet.
But I, | mean | was better than | was. But thatme interested in dentistry.

But when | got to, into dentistry, being an orthotist didn’'t appeal to me at all. But that’s
where the bread is, where the, you know, I'm satisfo be in general practice. No, | had, my
brother and | both graduated from professional gchbout the same time. | was out before; of
course he got, he was in the service for a long,tinas over in the China-Burma-India theater.
And he, he already, yeah, that’s right, he gradluatel then | graduated from dental school
about the same time he graduated from law school.

AL: Could you give me some recollections of your tgfhi

BD: Yeah, I'm thinking now, you were talking abouduwant to hear about, did we have any



family problems growing up, or? | don't really km@bout that, but we used to say, you know,
we, see we lived right down here not too far, actbe river from about this same direction right
here. And we always used to joke, I've always ma#les about us, | said we were “the first
Frenchmen to live north of Remington Street”. Regton Street’s about where the police
academy is, it's in that area and mostly, you knibnve,Franco-Americans end up living, so-
called, “down on the plains”. And it was alwaysdsdisparagingly, you know: “Oh my God,
that girl comes from down on the plains”, and, ¥oow, “trash”.

And some of the Francos lived up at on the north gning towards Fairfield but most of them
concentrated down on the plains. They calledat because the terrain was flat, after you get
out, go by the downtown and you go down that ol éverything’s flat down, going all the way
down to the city sewage district down there. Amehtthe, it's a lot of houses close together and
some of it so-called “company houses” put up by yle&: know, industries.

| have to say something. One of my own sons wap’attorney now, | said, he says to me, one
day he comes home from school he says, “Some duertzkman from down on the plains . . . .
“ And | said “Hey,” | said, “we came from so faown the plains,” | said. And | told him where
we came from and he knew that but he just forgsays, “Don’t call somebody a dumb
Frenchman from down on the plains because we begdnd Grove Street.” Which is down by
the cemetery, you know where the cemetery is h&eH, it's just beyond that and the old
Dubord house, it’s still there. My uncle sold iteav years ago but, and he’s since died, but
that's where most of us lived.

And my jokes about living on Bailey Street, you Wndhat was a so-called ritzy neighborhood
and the Laverdieres moved there, too; Laverdiddelgy Store. And | always used to say we
were the first ones to live north of Remington 8trelosely followed by the Laverdieres. And it
was a good street to live on, to grow up. My beotfpoing away, he went away to college and
when | was in, | was four years younger so | wals lite in ninth grade or whatever, eighth
grade when he went off. And so | didn’t spendrmach time with him in that age span because
he was . ... Oh, we both played in dance baralsd here. He was a good musician and he’s
kept up his music. He played with Bob Marden drabé guys, they had a little Dixieland band.

AL: Oh, did they?

BD: Yeah, and they were called “The Elders”, andeheas a, they were a lot of fun to listen to
and they played a lot of benefit stuff for . . Bob’s had a stroke too and he can'’t, | had a strok
last year but, he can’t use his trombone any naré,he was really good at it. And Bob was
just a couple years behind me in high school, wells almost as old as | am, but.

I, (unintelligible phrasghaving an older brother in the, in show busindssan remember one
night when my, | was in dental school. We drovdha way from Smithsfield to South China
and this guy, the guy that ran the band, he wasnitisician himself but he was a conniving guy.
He was all right, but, Danny Danforth, and he ganeea dollar, you know, and that was a lot of
money then. He’d say “Did a good job tonight kigt'll let you sit in some more with us.” But

it got so pretty soon | was doing my share and areecback from, we’'d gone to a USO dance in
Bath and my brother was a senior in college thehvegire driving back and he says, “Did he



pay you tonight?” And | says, “Yeah, he gave nuolar.” He says, “You dumb shit.” He'd
spoke to him and said, “Start paying my brotheresaeverybody else or I'm quitting.” And

he needed him because he was the lead tenor seex.pland so that was an advantage of having
a brother that could watch over you. Becausepitly piddling money now but it was really
good money then.

They’d play these dances out in South China, tke, igou know, and downtown here at the
Union Hall and, it was, it was fun. And when | gotcollege | got in a dance band down there
because | was still, the people there they knevbrother and they took me in there. | was just
a, played fourth sax, third alto or fourth tenohatever, but it was, you know, it was good.
Make a little money.

AL: Did you, | know a lot of people in this area ltaanps on the lake. Did your family have a
camp?

BD: Yeah, Smithfield.

AL: In Smithfield?

BD: North Pond.

AL: Did you continue as you were older to go have.. .

BD: |did up to a point. Then they went out to Chlia&ke which is easier to get to. It's only
eight miles up to China, or ten, as opposed tedift not that that's a big difference. Most
everybody in town here owns or goes to a summerhsmmewhere. And it's not, you don’t
have to be a professional to own a summer homeaubeaalot of people, you know, get up there.
And my son lives year round on Three Mile Pondat®hout towards Route 3 going towards
Augusta.

AL: Ed Muskie had a camp on China Lake as well.

BD: Yeah, yeah, that was a good lake, still is. Aisdstill got fish in it too. We had, it was
just like everything else that, a lot of lakeanéan, my folks, as part of this “keeping it in the
neighborhood”, they lived down on Gray Street hierfé/aterville, which is just an ordinary
street down on the plains. And my grandfatherlnatl a house there | guess, my mother’s
parents. And out to Smithfield the same peoplezhadmp next door that lived next door on
Gray Street, the Poulins. Judge Poulin was a npalicourt judge here in Waterville, and he’s
dead now also. And they played poker every, tiwed times a week. | grew up learning how
to play poker and learning how to say, “Mix me mkr But we played poker and everybody in
the family has got, but within the families theygdt mad at each other you know. “I'm behind;
I’'m fifteen dollars behind”, you know.

AL: Could you tell me a little bit more about youthiar Harold’s role in the Democratic Party?

BD: Well he’s an elder statesman. He ran for eveargtand we’d think he was going to win



because, you know, he’d just talk to people anglge@would come up and say, he’d be standing
with someone and they’d say, “Look real good, Ha&folAnd you know, go up to the Albert
Hotel here in town which has been torn down yegos and . . . ., He was running for governor
and everybody, all these people, well wishers wealgl “You're going to win.” And, he made
some inroads but, election night people were coroireg, and the people would come up to me
and say, “Oh, you're going to be in the Blaine Hatisnd “You'll be going to school down
there” and all that stuff. Well, about ten o’clatiose first returns would come in and they’d just
stand there with blackboards and everything . First returns, they, “Dubord ten thousand,
Barrows twenty thousand.” You know it was justifitelligible phrasgand then somebody’d
say, “You're going home now, it’s time for you to ¢tp bed, you've got to go to school in the
morning.”

And, oh | got used to that, the, there were aflohe had a lot of political power for helping
other people but not for himself. And it was, tddkskie to get him on the bench. And one
time he thought he was going to get a District Cpudgeship but he didn’t get it. And Severin
Beliveau explained that to me not too long ago. Rdchever met Severin as a matter of fact,
but he was at Ruth Joseph’s house. And he hasya kthdn’t argue with him but I, why his
father got named, and my father didn’t and all 8taff. But anyway, they both ended up on the
Supreme Court so they both got their wishes , agyat not at the same time.

AL: Severin’s father was Albert Beliveau, right?

BD: Yeah, right, yeah. | saw a picture of, uh, hmthie sports section during the basketball
season shortly after I'd met Severin, and it wasisketball picture from the KJ [Kennebec
Journal] showing this guy getting a rebound. Argdface really was, Connor Beliveau, and I'm
pretty sure it had to be his son because he lopistdike him and, he’s tall, and his first name
was Connor, Connor Beliveau. And | think Severinife is Irish, I'm not sure so, but he plays
for one of those schools there, you know, betweartewille, Augusta, and Winthrop, | forget,
you know, whatever those towns are.

His other son goes to Colby, | think, or one of$uss, Beliveau’s sons. | didn’'t go to Colby; |
was, that I, you asked me about growing up aroumd,lsometimes | used to think, “Well it
would have been nice to have gone to Colbytontelligible phrasg” | never got, and I'm not
bitter about this but | never got, practically neget any clients or patients come down from
Colby or sent to me from Colby. They were sent&rtown alumni which is, hmmm, alright.
Did you go to Farmington, or?

AL: To college?

BD: Yes.

AL: University of Maine Orono, and then graduate stioKentucky.

BD: Where?

AL: University of Kentucky, Lexington.



BD: Yeah, | went to, what the hell’s the name ofdtables there, the, they’re junior league and
they’re, anyway. And there, there’s that horse shiy daughter went to the University of
Kentucky for one semester. She’s a dental hydgie@miBoston, or in New Hampshire. But she
thought she might want to go on to dental schéald she went to one semester; after getting
out of dental hygiene school she went to Lexingtbdrove her down there. Beautiful place.
What the hell’'s the name of that . . . .?

AL: The Kentucky Derby?
BD: No the other, the Green, | don’t know, it doesndtter. But it was fun, it was a nice place.
AL: What do you feel that your, was your father'sgaigt influence on you and Dick?

BD: Well, he set a good example. He wasn’t a greatfor giving lectures to us or anything
like that. And I think my brother was more apget in trouble than | was. Makes me sound
like a goody two-shoes, but | didn’t get into amyutble. Got thrown out of the band once, my
senior year. But that was only a sus-, | was snpended for one week; that was just some
foolishness. | was president of the band and Id Vet a football game and | didn’t want to
march back. | said, “Let’s get out of here.” Athén the band director, he got us on Monday in
Hyde’s High School and suspended all of us. Bolbdda was one of them, | was, and we felt
like, we felt like delinquents, you know. Whateslsave you got here?

AL: How was your mother an influence on you and Dick?
BD: Well, she just made sure we stayed on the straigth narrow | guess, | don’t know.

AL: Can you talk to me a little bit more about yousther Dick’s relationship with his law
partner Robert Marden?

BD: They, when they formed that new partnershipcofrse | was, it was a little confusing for
me, but | never got too worried about it and iterised out well. They put all kinds of stuff into
that building; my father and brother and | boudjtet building. And I, | had a little office
downtown and they didn’t. And they had a chandeuy this building and it needed a lot of
work. And we never put anything on paper, you kn@&we about three or four years ago they
finally, we got it together. It took me a long tirteeget it straightened out; had a value put on it
and then they paid me off. I've got a couple mgars to be paid off; you have monthly
payments which is, it's a good deal. But they,othbin my, they didn’t put any money in my
office yet, (nintelligible phrasg It's going to be a national shrine.

It was a good place but they, he and Bob, | domivk how often they saw each other but they
had real good relations. And Al Bernier wantingyéd, Al Bernier started in with my father and
my brother back at the old office on Main Streetvdtown. And Al is retired now; he was a
former mayor here. You almost had to be a maygouf wanted to work fomame because

Don Marden’s been mayor and Bruce Chandler was,lbag since gone but; my brother and Al
Bernier. David Bernier had been mayor and Don Mardas been; Don Marden has been



mayor. I'm the only black sheep down there. But know, | used to tell people, when they’'d
say, “Are you in that building with them lawyers?Yes”, | said, “I'm the only one earning an
honest living in there.” | enjoyed being there.

AL: Were you friends with Bob and Scoop Marden too?
BD: Oh yeah, yeah.
AL: You mentioned you were in the band with themcimosl.

BD: Well, you know, high school, two years differensea lot, but yes | knew them well. And
we used to, we had a little band and we’d praaii@r at . . . . Mrs. Marden was awfully good
to us; we must have driven her crazy at timegjdetehearse in her house.

AL: Can you tell me a little bit about your brothguersonality, kind of give me a description?

BD: Yeah, he’s, of course he really was outgoing winemanted to be. But we’'d go
somewhere and if he didn’t feel like socializingitght, he’d pick a corner and walk over with a
magazine and sit on that chair. And, having aryady’s carousing or having a good time and
if he didn’t feel like talking, he didn’t talk. Bwve got Fred Petra, | don’t know if you know
who Fred is.

AL: How do, what's the last name?

BD: P-E-T-R-A. He didn’t particularly know Muskie, yknow, but he was a real good
musician here in town, but, an insurance execuatnethe’s retired from music, but) he could
have gone off and been a professional musiciari.hButhey were having a cocktail party out in
the country club and we got this invitation, yowotn to attend. It was pretty fancy. We got a
printed invitation that says, “Floor showyir(intelligible phrasg And | said, “I wonder what
that's all about?” Well he called me up and, G&illiams said, “What don’t you and your
brother do a bit?” | said, “What do you mean, albit'?” | says, “We’re not stand up comics.”
“You'll come up with something,” he says. And weldwe had a good time.

| couldn’t get together with him. Even though haswight on top of my office, downstairs

under me, | couldn’t. ... I dreamed up a, twohoee set jokes and | had a theme, it was
interviews with well-known people of our time. Aitdvas, it was the, | decided he was going to
be a, | forget the first namarfintelligible word but, Stalin, Ralph Stalirufintelligible phrasg
interviewed him @nintelligible phrasg But I didn’t get to see him until that veryeftoon of

the cocktail party. | went out to his camp andias down working on the boat or something. |

said, “Jeez you were supposed to . . ..,” | sdlithaven’t had time to,” he says. “What are we
going to do? And | said, oh, we're going to dstand that and that. | just said, “We’re going to
interview you and . . . . ,“ okay. He was greatvatging it, you know? | mean, I, that night they

had a big crowd out there and we didn’t have a oplcone. But, it was going good when |

could see that | forgot some of the very importairigs. And he was doing this pseudo Russian
accent; he says, “What about Bob Marden and théeEgputs?” | thought, “Ooh, God.” That
was one of myunintelligible phrasg there were so many set gags and, but he remenhiier



and | didn’t, you know. But if he could, | coul@tghim goin’, | could just sit back.

But I, he needed me because |, for ideas, | coaglecup with stuff. And we’ve done that more
than once and, maybe about, most of the time just aThat was the only time that we were, it
was planned. Other times someone would say, we'at la cocktail party New Year’'s Eve or
something and it would dwindle down to just a fesugles left and they would say to these
other people, “You shouldn’t have left when you detause the Dubord boys really started
acting out.” And then, you know, you had to getrthgoing, you know. He was a pretty good
singer too, | mean they were mostly to be a clubntelligible word singer you know, in the
great . . . ., He did great Louis Armstrong imidas. And, so, oh yeah, that's something | was
going to tell you about. Unintelligible phrasg.

Far as Ed and Jane and their family, | didn’t gealum around with them too much. But he,
like he’d go over at night when the, gave him, hatde home from the Lion’s Club one night.
And he was running for governor then, and he commume and he asked me, “Would you just
ride down the street?” He asked me about fluoridedind | gave him a real good rundown on it.
He wanted to know about it because he was afraidstgoing to be coming up inthe . ... He'd
already been, had some, oh, he’d already beeredlgotn and it was between the election and
the inauguration. And we just sat in my car owdsigy apartment down there and | bent his ear
about it. | felt that | was doing a good job expiag it to him, where he was going to be the
governor and all that stuff. And then he wanteddbhis ear bent by Gus Garcelon who was a
Republican dentist, a very good dentist from Augudut, used to drive me up, he used to,
whichever way the wind was blowing he’d go for it.

| get mad even now, thinking of Gus Garcelon amdNhational Rifle Association. He was a vice
president of the National organization; subseqyédrglbecame president of the National Rifle
Association. And I've never forgotten that, theras another guy there with me, another dentist
from Bangor, he says, “I saw that too.” When JEK @ssassinated — this flashback: We were
staying at the Jefferson Hotel, which is Martin’amér amg and he was bemoaning. He says,
“The only way we’re going to get rid of that son-afbitch is for somebody to shoot him.” And
I've never forgotten that. But you can't just comé and say something like that because,
somebody would say, “You're besmirching his menofgut, he was a good guy, and a very
excellent dentist, but he would, which ever way ldauit him he would go, he’d go along with
that.

And, Waterville politics was always fun. | hopeyhdon’t change any- . . . . They had a meeting
the other day, | didn’t go to it, but, about, regdgathe city charter. But you know, you could go to
these caucuses. One morning my brother called mieeupays, “Get down to Ward seven in a
hurry.” | was living in ward seven at that tim@weh in south end. He says, “They’re having
trouble with . . . . “, And | said, “Who?” He say%Vell, | see Uncle Carl down there.”, (Carl
Dubord),. And | says, “Well, who'’s on the, whattian?” It's a Demaocratic fight, you know.

And | walked in there andufiintelligible word there was, | stood withufintelligible word this

guy and he, turned out he was a turncoat. | dihm it, you know, but, | come out all right

but.

Because you could in those days, if you got enquggiple to go to a caucus you could change



the whole thing around; still can do that. Thal's trouble with this ward three that we live in
here now, goes up to Colby. If they wanted to cdmen here and bring enough people down
and register them, they . . . . laws on regigiraéire too liberal as far as I'm concerned. My
wife, my wife is, for many years was chairman & thoard of voter registration here. And they
used to tick her off when they’d come down fromI§oand say they wanted to vote. And she’'d
say, “Well, didn’t you think of registering back Marblehead?” Or whatever. They said, “No.”
And they would be all arrogant, and she’d comeniad say, “I'm so goddamn mad at those
Colby kids.” And they were basically liberal buethwanted people to wait out on them you
know?

| can’t think of anything else. You asked aboutumgle Gene [Letourneau]; well, he’s had a,
he had enough honors the last year, last two yedose he died. He lived to be ninety years old
and in pretty good health until the last few montAsid he was a, he was the youngest in that
family and my mother was the oldest. And he, huiied he fished, (they’re the world’s greatest
occupations, fishing and hunting), and wrote altout

AL: I'm going to stop right there so | can turn thpe over.

End of Side One
Side Two

AL: We are now on side B of the interview with Bobdotd on May 4th, 1999 at his home in
Waterville, Maine. You were just talking about yauncle, Gene Letourneau. Could you tell me
a little more about his career?

BD: Yeah, he was a favorite of Mr. Gannett who sthtte Gannett newspapers up here and he
told him he could write about hunting and fishingnd he said, he used to say he had the easiest
job in the world because people would write hinteliet or call him up and give him in five
minutes, give him enough material for two or thceumns. And, but he was also the night
editor.

Oh, he was a real news man. | remember the ritghnight that, the best story about him that |
know of, as far as being a news man, was when @ovélauson died suddenly. And Gene
came back from one of his . . .. Incidentallys tiised to get my sister-in-law upset because my
brother and | would call our uncles by their fingime, it was the family tradition. And Gene
came back from ‘coon hunting or something whiclyttie in the middle of the night, and he
came into th&entineloffice and somebody said, “You know, Gene, Govefllauson has

died.” And he says, “What?” They showed him #letype of it. They said, “What are we

going to do?” It was, the paper was already, sofiiehad already been printed. And Gene
says, “Well we've got to make the paper over.” Awmdwas just the night editor. Matter of fact
he wasn't even night editor then, he was just $patial sports writer. And the guy says, one of
the guys says, “We can't do that,” he says, “ttdst too much money.” And Gene says, “If
you're worried about it,” he says, “you put it oty iill.” And they were the only newspaper in
Maine that had the story of Governor Clauson dyiffe other papers got it the next day and he
had enough, they had enough material in their metguyou know, make up a . ... But he,
that's a, he just took over the thing.



And he always had his camera with him; took a pectaf a fire coming back from another ‘coon
hunting deal, up in Solon. He found a farmhoudazand he got a great picture of that, and in
fact he got some kind of an award for that. Higeviucille worked for my father as a legal
secretary for quite a few years. And Russ’s, bisisred, named after my grandfather Alfred, is,
just retired last month after a long career askdgym, and much beloved. He hated to retire but
they told him he should and he did, he has retitdd.lives out in Sydney; he’s a great piano
player. So there’s plenty of piano players inftaily.

AL: The musical talent continues.

BD: Yeah, yeah. They had another sister Jean Annt Aulie, Julie Dupont, she lives here in
town. She’s alright, but there’s nothing specrdtaining to this.

AL: Do you remember the ‘54 campaign at all?
BD: Oh yes.

AL: Could you tell me about it? What was it like,at/klid people do, what were the little
things that people did around town to kind of oigarand support Ed Muskie’s campaign?

BD: | don't know but television came in at that timénd that, I'm glad you said that because |
told this to Ed, oh years ago. He was on telewisiod apparently they had run out of, they had
used up all the time, no, they still, they usedliphe material but they had time left. And
somebody just told him the “wing it” sign and hars¢d talking about his philosophy of
government and that people should come out toaadieso forth. And he was down at a studio
in Poland Spring and | told him, “You know Ed, tméght you talked? If you would have asked
me, asked us, get your shoes off and walk barédoBbland Springs, | would have.” He really
was a great communicator and the only ones | elethiat way about were Adlai Stevenson and
Mario Cuomo and Ed Muskie. They really, those geays really, television was, they were
made for television those guys. Unreal.

AL: So you think he had a great advantage that siavivas there when he came on the
scene?

BD: Oh yeah, absolutely.
AL: What were your father’'s and your brother’s rotethat campaign?

BD: My father was dead; nothing to do with it. Heswhy that time, my father, let's see, ‘64,
my father died in ‘64 so he did get to see theriphis but he didn’t, he wasn’t around that long.
And, but my brother went around with Ed and to ¢hesd he showed me one time that, on the .
... That was when he was running for Vice Pradidbat was interesting. They’'d get on a plane
and then somebody would pass him this thing thew baread. They have an hour; they're
going to land in Cincinnati or something like thdthey’'d say, “Now when you get off the

plane®, It was all spelled out, it was a, “you Wik greeted by Fred Smith, Charlie Brown and



Mabel Newman; now you can greet Mabel and Frekéep away from the other guy. Just give
him, because he’s under indictment right now.” Araad all that stuff so they wouldn’t suck
up to the wrong person. It was fascinating how thed that all organized. Especially
nowadays, they dig up so much dirt on anybody besdnecause they'd probably say, “Oh,
Muskie embraces Charlie Brown,” you know, or whatgewomeone that’'s not well-liked. And,
but he did that. | can’t think of anything specidither than that.

AL: What do you see the trend in politics going ta¥garom that time period to this one?

BD: Well, | sort of think they have to rely on TV sauch. But of course you can’t get people to
turn out for a rally outdoors in the deep-friedai@n or whatever. I'm not, | think we miss that
part. If you just have to snap on TV because yguing to get somebody that can really, really
is a good huckster can, you know, like an evangetisomething like that. So I really don’t
know, but that trend is getting impersonal.

| like to s-, I don’t, haven’t made up my mind bum not that thrilled about Vice President Gore.
But I'd, | would support him but I'd like to seersebody like Bradley get the nomination.
Chances are he won't get it but there’s two yeaxgotalmost and there’s all kinds of stuff can
happen. And, | think Mrs. Dole is too, she looKgtee she knows it all but | mean, that’s; I'm
prejudiced on some of these things and | know th#itink, | like McCain for the Republicans,
but he’s almost like a Democrat; that’'s why | lkien | guess. And | always liked Cuomo but he
didn’t seem to have the fire in his belly thatgtwafter these things.

AL: Maybe we could switch gears and you could tellantigtle bit about the Waterville
community when you were growing up, in terms of twvare the major industries, what was the
ethnic make -up?

BD: Well it was about the same as it is now but tren€os were working in the mills and the;
working in the paper mill or pulp mills they useddall it, and the Wyandotte, which is defunct
now and Lockwood which is down by the bridge gdimdVinslow, that employed quite a few
people. And that went out about the time when nogher had been mayor only about six
months and they dropped the bomb and moved out., tiBey all moved to South Carolina or
someplace like that.

And this whole area here was all the field out htris is called Mayflowerqame Hill area.

And matter of fact over about one street there avaeetty good -sized hill | used to go and slide
in when | was a kid, Pray’si@me Hill, and | guess my nephew Bill lives right albalirectly
across the river, he lives on Burleigh Street. Asudthere was no houses out here; there were
farms. And | always said, | always used to sayl,riever live on Mayflower Hill,” and | ended
up doing that. But I, well at least | got on astrthat has some trees. It was all fields ou,her
and they used to have circuses out here, too, gowkthe circus used to come right down there.
And Waterville High School just down at the endlwe# street here, about over there (pointing),
but that's not where it was then. It was downtdyack in here where the junior high is, or
where it was. And | can’t think of any great drashanges. Colby, of course Colby moved
from downtown out to here and that's about . . . .



AL: What year was that, when Colby moved?

BD: Well, the chapel and the library were out thereen | graduated from high school in ‘43,
they already had those two main buildings out théyed they started moving, and it took a few
years before they moved out from downtown. Anirik that, | don’t know if my father got full
credit for that, but he had always said that thepted, he got wind they were trying, thinking of
moving to Augusta; somebody was moving to give tiseme land down there. And he got on
the ball and they deeded this land over to Colbpt IColby here which is certainly is a great
thing.

But he was, he got, he was prejudiced in some whysmmember when they built the 1-95
around the, that loop right there; he used tontellabout, of course | didn’t go to Colby
(unintelligible phrasg. . . ., “Well”, he says, “they’re going to, igrthat awful,” he says,
“They’re going to run that road right by Colby."said, “What’s wrong with that?” And well he
couldn’t understand why | didn’t jump on right offiou know, but he got over it. And it didn’t
hurt the campus any.

But, he used to . . .. But you was talking almartain of the political experiencasintelligible
word). One other time not too many years ago he sandet, wanted to know if | had voted for
the Beale’s Island Bridge, put a bridge acrossdal&s Island. | said, “No | didn’t.” He says,
“Why not?” | said, “Well, if they want to live oan island, let them live on an island, screw
‘them,” you know? And he said, “Well they’re alebhocrats over there.” Sodr{intelligible
phrasg | didn’t know that. He was, thought they shob&le a bridge if they wanted. They did
build it anyway, but he based his decisions on tiey voted.

AL: And ethnically speaking, what was the make uy/aterville? | know that there was a
small Lebanese community.

BD: Well there’s still a good -sized Lebanese comityuni
AL: Has it grown over the years?

BD: | don't think so. They have their own church,mglsite Catholic church, but they've
dwindled I think. They, well, just like, you knowhey’re used to just marry their own, in their
own community and now they've been dwindling ddittit at a time. And they had, they have
this (unintelligible word community, one community, one a Republican Pany a Democratic
Party; they spread themselves around.

And | think that you knowunintelligible phrasg one name you had down there was Spike
Carey. Spike was a hell of a politician, you knowhen he ran for the state senate about, first,
four years ago | guess, there was a primary andalo& ran against him. And most everybody
that | hang around with thought that Joe Jabargeasy to beat him easily, | mean, in the
primary. Then | went to a wedding up to Colby thab days before the election. And this guy
next to me he says, “Have you heard of anybodystigaing to vote for Spike Carey?” He says,
“Because | haven’t heard of anybody.” | says, “Moting for Spike Carey and he’s going to
win.” He says, “What do you mean?” | says, “I'alling you, he’s going to win.” | says, “He’s



got more 10Us out there. And he never failedftgou called him up down in Augusta and you
wanted something, he took care of you.” Anywagoaple days later he wiped out Joe Jabar.

Joe was quite crushed by this, although he sinsed@up-, he’s got a good future too. But he

needed to be knocked down a little bit.

AL: Now he’s Democrat as well, yeah.

BD: Yeah. That was a great primary fight. Oh, EfNadeau, you had another name down
there. Erlon was an old time politician, had #elibarber shop down off of Water Street. , Water
Street goes along the river down there, way dowthbytowards the cemetery. And Erlon was
a, well, somewhat uncouth but smart, you know dadly knew his stuff. He could run an
election and really produce, you know; you needppebike that. And I think you’re going to

see less and less people like that.

Al Ouellette died last week, he’s, or two weeks,dgowas a chairman of Ward five, | think, and
he was a great politician, too. And he had aliilace out there on the way to the country club,
out near the entrance to the interstate. And he tlvase guys would turn out, you know.

Matter of fact it's, | think, when my brother raorfgovernor he lost in the primaries because he,
| think he concentrated . . . . | mean, | didn'v@anything to say about it. He concentrated too
much on other places; he didn’t concentrate enaugWaterville. There’s a lot of Democrats
enrolled in Waterville; he didn’t do all that wélére in Waterville. He won, but he didn't get
enough votes to overcome the other places. HeHegtrimary by about five hundred votes. |
don’t know what the total vote was, but.

AL: So Erlon Nadeau was someone who helped with cgmgz

BD: Yeah.

AL: He never ran for office himself?

BD: No, he was a, overseer of the poor here in Widleeand he never really was (grabbing?)
for an office, or anything. He was a, | mean defay if you talk to Erlon you'd say, “Well, he’s
kind of crude,” but he was very smart.

AL: What was your brother’s relationship with Fransfh?

BD: Oh, Frank, he always said the same thing | dééd a. . . Of course I, | said that’s, | think,
“I think Frank Coffin’s the smartest man | ever fhgbu know, to know on a personal level. |
think that he is responsible for renewing this Deratic Party in Maine. People give credit to
Muskie and I'm glad they do, but Frank Coffin rgalirned the thing around.

AL: The combination of the two of them was very sgdn

BD: Yeah.



AL: What about Dick McMahon? Do you have any mens@rie

BD: | haven't got any, too many recollections of Dide was very smart and he knew the
mathematics of that . .. .(unintelligible phrag&)en Muskie got reelected governor, that’s the
only time | went to the Blaine House. | went doamd, it was obvious that Muskie was going to
win by a big amount early in the evening and, bdidn’t look that good for Frank Coffin. And
Dick McMahon was sitting near the telephone inBlene House; he had his pencil and was
taking in certain returns and he didn't, | coulde'i by, he had an inscrutable face. And | said,
“Doesn’t look too good for Frank Coffin.” He say#re you kidding? He’s going to win by . . .
" whatever he said, fifteen thousand, which he dig¢ah, | mean, he did, whatever he said was
right on the nose. | said, “Well,” | said, “he’stlind.” He says, “That don’t mean a thing
(unintelligible phrase),” he says, “you wait uBiddeford comes in.” So the third ward came in
with Biddeford; it was some ungodly number like,atlvas the other guy’s name, Reed, he was
running against Reed | guess, James Reed, the. jUBged,” he says, “seventeen.”, He says,
“Coffin, three thousand and forty-two.” It was anbelievable difference, you know. He says,
and that just, that's the night Bette Davis, | nagpicture taken with Bette Davis that night, big
deal. It came out ib).S. News and World ReportVe're standing, somebody says, “Step over,
come over here, stand in front of the fireplace liis.” And he took our picture because she
was, she got interested in the campaign.

AL: Tell me a little bit about George Mitchell. Yawst have had contact with him over the
years.

BD: Not much.
AL: No?

BD: Let'sputit.... I'm seventy-three years alow so I, I'm one of those old stories. | think
he’s great, | think George Mitchell is another gre@mmunicator. I'm sorry that he got out of
office, but we haven’t heard the end of him. Baah't, of course a lot of his relatives are still
here in town. | saw his sister up the golf couBag&urday, Barbara [Mitchell Atkins].

AL: There’s one person I’'m having a hard time getsome information on. Do you remember
Don Nicoll back in that time? Or since? Have geen him develop over the years?

BD: Well, I went fishing with him one time, went diot— @sidg here comes my wife. She’s
got her Jasper farmer hat, her hat brim; she’sgilylbgoing to tell you she’s quitting golf now.
Usually when she starts in like that. She’s froont Kent, she was doing, she wasn't politically
act-) Yeah, he, he said, they’d meet us at .He.wasn’t that, particularly a fisherman at that
time. My brother called me up and says, “You wargo to,” (it was Memorial Day weekend),
he says, “youwantto ....” You know, he saeln& going to use Gordon (Gordon Wood is a
friend of ours, he’s dead now, but he had a nigechiiser up there in Moosehead, he kept
there). And he says, “Well Don Nicoll wants to comé fishing with us,” and he says, so we
went up.

It was a beautiful day for May, it was like yestaydit was eighty degrees and flat calm. We



never caught, we only got one bite the whole daysorg all the way the hell up to Northeast
Carry and back. And, but | had never met Don at time. When |, he, he, he knew people that
went to Colby as | do, but, local people here. IBjthe said, “I'm going to the filling station in
Greenville right there by the line.” And he sa¥%pu got to go to the bathroom?” And | said,
“No,” | says, “the 8:15 has already come in.” Sothought that was funny, because he also, he
says, “I'm very regular that way myself.” He wrote a letter from Washington saying how
much he enjoyed being here, and, “I've spoken éoAtomic Energy Commission about a clean
bomb for the 8:15.” And | thought it was a funimnty for him to say. | mean, he, we fished all
day and then we just, basically mostly just talked.

And he had, we ended up making clichés of, he w#ting ready to help a congressman with a
Memorial Day speech, it was either Gardiner or Répid | forget what it was. But, we had all
these clichés, itwas . . . . “Then and only théhyweu know the true meaning of Memorial

Day.” We had all these, we just kept fracturingreather. And | said, “Don’t forget to
compliment the band.” And he, so he got going said, “This is a great band you people have
here, the people of Gardiner have every right tproeid of this wonderful group of musicians.”
And then he said, “What's that? Oh, I've just beenised that the band is from Randolph.” We
had a few laughs.

And | saw him, (¢iren9 there goes Rescue), saw him a few days lateoag few days later, |
saw him the day we went down to that Dartmouth etk game. And we saw him at that
restaurant in there, just before the Portland Qgudlub. He was there for the Sunday brunch.
And we, | hadn’t seen him for, | hadn’t seen hinthahis beard; has he got it, still got it?

AL: Yeah.

BD: And he came over to my table, he says, “You pobbdon’t recognize me,” he says, “I'm
Don Nicoll.” 1 said, “Well, of course | can seatmow but | wouldn’t have recognized you.”
So |, that’s the last time | saw him, that was dlioo, three years ago.

Mrs. Dubord: It's been quite a while.

BD: So give him my best when you see him.

AL: | sure will. He’s in Washington this week. Whiat you think Senator Muskie’s major
qualities were?

BD: Sincerity. And he had that Lincolnesque lookwthiom, you know?

Mrs. Dubord: If you didn't know him he was a little scary. ideuld be a little scary.

AL: A little scary. Imposing?

Mrs. Dubord: Yeah, | mean he came on, hard to explain, frignubt scary to the point of

being, think he’s going to abuse you. But you'dtheson your best behavior. And you'd better
act smart because he is smart and he can sed¢migbgh you if you . . .. That, | always



thought of Ed that way. And then you got to knamhyou know, he was just a big pussy cat.

BD: She entered a, he came down after the . . htRifter he’d been elected he came to the
American Legion in Waterville, and my father wasicimnan of the parade committee or
something like that, or the judging committee., Atiebn afterwards, after the dinner at the
Legion my father invited him, him and the governbNew Brunswick to come down and play
cribbage down at my father’s house on Silver Stréetd so, how did it go, one of the,
somebody said . . ..

Mrs. D: Your father said, you're talking about Muskie dvidskatiuis? Your father said
something about, “How about a drink?” And they wtlu know, they’ll have a drink and his
father said, “I'll have a . ...”

BD: Brandy, probably.
Mrs. D: Well, whatever, or mart-, and | guess Ed saichatim, something like that and so . . . .
BD: She was only in her twenties, you know.

Mrs. D: | wasn't very (nintelligible word at that stage of the game. Not in, | wasn't a
bartender. So | went out and Bob’s father hadyeweaginable bottle of booze out there. So Ed
said he wanted a martini so |, instead of takimgldook vodka and | put ice and vermouth in it
and gave it to him. And he took one sip of that,d&kVell what’s in it? What am | drinking?”

So we, | called it a “Muskitini”, or something dififent. So vodka and vermouth, we call that a
Muskitini. | threw it away, needless to say, anal@ him a martini with the gin, but we had
more laughs out of that . . . .unintelligible word “It's a Muskitini, special for you Ed.”

BD: Andrea’s from Mt. Blue, Farmington, anyway. Ithee only guy ever to get lost in
Chesterville.

AL: Lost in Chesterville?

BD: Yeah. It's not easy. Dr. Macklin is a medicattbr, he just retired last week. He called
me up one day, he says, “You want to go to,” it wesbeginning of the basketball season, he
says, “You want to go up Waterville-Mt. Blue game&hd | said, “Not really,” | said. “But
come on,” he says, “we . ...” And | says, “afiiri.” So we took off and he was driving and we
got into New Sharon and he says, “You know the he&¥ in to, through Chesterville?” And |
says, “Yeah” | said, and he drove. We got loste $t6pped at the fire station, it was a night
game anduynintelligible word gave us the directions. We forgot to take, thengt took a

wrong turn, we ended up right behindhintelligible word back to the fire station. We finally,
we got there; we missed the whole first period.

Mrs. D: The next time, we went with you coming out of Btue you said, “We know how to
get, take the shortcut.” There again we drovedinge and drove and we finally came back to
Mt. Blue . . ..



BD: We came back on the road to Rumford.

Mrs. D: (Unintelligible phrase both speaking at ony&ve were still on the road to Mt. Blue;
we’d been half an hour on the road and we were tiabkt. Blue. And that, that, we missed
Chesterville then too.

BD: I'm not going to do that again.

Mrs. D: Now we take the regular road. Oh, well we knawtlio do it now.

BD: I'm just a country boy.

AL: And you said your first name was?

Mrs. D: Bea, Beatrice.

AL: Beatrice?

Mrs. D: Yeah. Oh, we had some good times with Ed. & @seciting when we went, out to the
governor’'s mansion, and when he ran for Vice Peagid. . .

BD: (Unintelligible phrasg, one time we go over there to Moosehead; dide’igw one time . .

Mrs. D: Yeah, up to Forest Park?

BD: Yeah.

Mrs. D: Yeah, he and Jane. We didn’t take that many tsipph them but we saw themn a lot
and when he was in politics. | mean, during tleetdns we saw more of them because we
were, he was around more. And we were neighbora fehile when the kids were little.

AL: So you, did you know them when they were firattetg out in Waterville?

Mrs. D: Yeah, yeah. Yeah, she’s a local girl. She waeabrother was one of our best friends
way back then.

AL: Now was her, which brother?

Mrs. D: He’s dead now. Jack, Jack Gray.

BD: Jack Gray, Jackson Gray.

Mrs. D: Yeah he, he had a tough start. But he soon avez¢hat.

AL: Do you remember any events or circumstancesliistrated his character or personality



or ability?
Mrs. D: Specific things?
AL: Maybe a, yeah, specific incident or event?

Mrs. D: Well, you know, it’s all just a big blur now bwthen the state was so Republican. And
of course his father was one of the state’s leaBi@gpocrats at the time, or he was the “Mr.
Democrat” at the time. And that’'s what we usedde, he and Governor Clauson and Ed
Muskie; they were always, they were the, reallyttiree. And Richard, your brother Richard
and. ...

BD: Clauson jumped on the bandwagon when it waswglthat is the, used to irritate my folks,
but (unintelligible phrasg You don’t want to talk about that too much, faditen he suddenly
got a chance, he rode in because of what Muskiestaaittd. And he got to be, they had to go
over and beg him to run and he wouldn’t, he wasgdtly excited tofnintelligible phrasg you
know?

Mrs. D: Everything was, at that time everything . . heTDemocrats was a losing cause, |
mean, you had to beg people to run until Ed camegal And then that sparked things and then
his father and then Governor Clauson got the tgmigg. And then, oh what’s his name, Judge,
he’s a judge now, federal judge, Coffin. What's fiist name?

AL: Frank.

BD: Frank.

Mrs. D: Frank, then Frank was involved in all that.

BD: [ thought that Frank was the smartest guy innthele gang.

Mrs. D: Yes, he was. Maybe the smartest one, not anytesnthan Ed | don’t think. , But it
became a very small group of people who reallytigetDemocrat party going again, and Ed was
at the middle of it. He was a speaker and he tesesque and he stood out and he . . . . Like
Abraham Lincoln | guess, but | mean he just, oreg@dt going, | mean, it was like a snowball. |
mean every place he went people liked him and ligewas good and that's why the Democrats
went as far as they did. So just a small nucléy®ople that did it. There weren't, they were
right here in Waterville, too. | mean they wereardbund all over the state, | mean; this is where
the nucleus of the power was. Or the workers, Ukh®t say the, they did get power eventually.
Don Nicoll, Richard, your brother, there weren‘atimany at that time.

BD: No, that's true.

Mrs. D: It was a Republican state way back, and they asbtiard. But | think basically it was
Ed who was the one that projected more; is thatitfed word to say for that?



BD: Yeah.

Mrs. D: | mean, he, he, people listened when he spdkiek,tmore than anything else. He was
bigger than anybody else and he had, commandédeinthiesh language beautifully and he just,
people had confidence in him.

AL: Was he persuasive?

Mrs. D: Yeah, but in a mild way, unless he really, | mbarhad a tenden-, if he got upset
though, | guess that wasn't all that pretty. Wafiparently he got upset in New Hampshire,
which, you know . . . .

BD: Well they say that my brother could calm him dowAnd we also helped unwind him the
day after he lost the Vice Presidential contesta$ downstairs; my brother was upstairs, he
says, “You want to go golfing?” He says, “We’ramggto try and unwind Ed this morning.”

And we went; it was Wednesday and I, he knew | 'tiork in the afternoon, so | went out and

| met them out to the country club. Ed had ther&eService, well that was an experience for us
because these guys are riding around with the B8eregice guys and, with walkie talkies and . .

Mrs. D: And beer.
BD: Yeah, they brought out some Jim Beam or whatéwess, on the fourth tee, and here they
came driving through the woods. And, with Jim Beamd glasses and ice cubes, it wasn’t paper

cups, it was glasses, and it was a pretty good day.

Mrs. D: It was different, you had a Vice Presidentialdidate on the golf course even if he had
lost.

BD: One of the Secret Service guys was keeping saditer a while, well anyway, he says,
“What'd you get senator? | says, “Oh, give himtieo par, he’s not playing that well,” but |
said, “put down another par for the senator.”

AL: How was Ed Muskie’s golf game?

Mrs. D: He never had time really.

BD: He had a temper out there, too.

Mrs. D: Yeah, he was a nice guy, super guy.

AL: Are there others in this community that maybe Imissed in doing the research that would
be good sources for this project?

BD: So many of them are dead that it's kind of, yaow. Paul Dundas, but he’s been dead for
years. He was the long time mayor here.



Mrs. D: Squire, and he’s dead. Let’s face it, theregemera-, his generation’s pretty well
gone; we’re on our way out all of us. Ed was, lwdhwas Ed? What, he was three, four years
older than you? Oh no, because Jane . ...

BD: Oh, he was older than that.

Mrs. D: Yeah, but Jane was our age, so.

AL: He’d be eighty-five now.

Mrs. D: |l was going to say . . ..

BD: Yeah, I'm seventy-three, so he was quite a loi¢iothan 1.

Mrs. D: But Jane was our age, his wife was our age. efhiaobody left around. The
Democrat Party is, not much of anything going hew.

BD: (Unintelligible phras¢, Muskie would, | mean if the, Dundas was alivel ahe was
interviewing her §ic him] he’d say, he had a . . . . He communicatelll bvg he had the worst
way of stammering or stuttering and he’d come aith the opposite word. Or, he might say, he
might say, he might say your name again was “le-e-le- Andrea”. He’d switch to the other
word quickly. But he was a good politician.

AL: Who was that?

BD: Paul Dundas, D-U-N-D-A-S. He was a six -term prdyere and he, and Dick McMahon
that you were asking about with him, protégé of @aintelligible phrasgl guess.

Mrs. D: Where’s Dick McMahon, is he dead or is he alive?

BD: Dead, he's dead, “Seriously dead,” as my brotraarld say.

Mrs. D: No, | don’'t know, of course he . ..., Ed leére after he got into politics; we never
did see much of him any more. He had his homegnr¢bunk and then Washington so . . . .
And then his sister, his brother died quite a fearg ago, Jack, | meant his sister-in-law. Doris
was around for a while but she’s in, his sistetamw; but she’s in Illinois now. | don’t think
there’s anywhere, | can’t think of anybody that wasund at that time.

BD: Did you, any other names that you've told me alothis letter?

AL: | think we’'ve spoken about those.

BD: | think so.

AL: Well is there anything else that you feel | mayé missed in asking the questions that



you'd like to add?
BD: No, I think you've covered it quite well.
AL: Okay.

Mrs. D: You're apt to get more information from the peoplho know, who knew him after he
left here. You know, that’s, in his later yearslibve.

AL: Well, thank you very much for your time.
BD: You're welcome.
End of Interview
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