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Biographical Note

James D. Ewing was born January 14, 1917 in Stisl.8Missouri to Helen (Dennis) and Oscar
Ross Ewing. His father was a prominent New Yorkyer and was head of the Federal Security
Administration and vice-chair of the Democratic iaal Committee. James grew up in the New
York City suburb Fieldston/Riverdale, New York. Higended prep school at Hotchkiss, college
at Princeton class of 1938, and one year of lawdadt Harvard. He then taught Latin and
Greek for two years. During WWII, he worked for thational War Labor Board, and in the
Navy doing labor relations work. Around 1946, heigiat and ran the newspagangor
Commercial, along with his wife and a business partner, RuBsters. They ceased publication
early in 1954. During the 1952 Republican primanyd.S. Senate in Maine, tiBangor
Commercial, headed by Jim Ewing, was the only newspaper posg Ralph Owen Brewster,
which Brewster later claimed was a significant ealas his defeat. After closing his Bangor
paper, he moved on to Keene, New Hampshire to ewroperate th&eene Sentinel. He

operated that paper until 1993. Mr. Ewing diedlanuary 21, 2002 at the age of 85. See the
University of Maine, Orono library for papers orttbdames Ewing and Ralph O. Brewster.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: family backgrduBangor Commercial newspaper;



economics of post-war newspaper business; Oscargewiscussions with Oscar Ewing about
the Truman administration; progressive Republicanse-Democrat Maine; Ralph Owen
Brewster; opposing Brewster in tBangor Commercial; Howard Hughes scandal; John Lindsay
as aBangor Commercial reporter; other Newspapermen in Maine pre-1954¢lkbging
Democratic Party; Bill Loeb’s political power in WeHampshire; Manchester Union Leader;
Bill Loeb’s personality; development and historygw Hampshire party politics; election of
Democrats as a turning point in Maine politics; pamson with Vermont; and discussion of
moderate Maine politicians.
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Transcript

MikeRichard: The date is August 16th, 1999, and we're heiteahe, New Hampshire in the
KeeneSentinel Office with James Ewing. Interviewing is Mike Rard. And, Mr. Ewing,

could you please state your full name and spell it?

James Ewing: My full name is James Dennis Ewing, E-W-I-N-GndAthe middle name is D-
E-N-N-I-S.

MR: And your date of birth please?

JE: January 14th, 1917.

MR: And where were you born?

JE: I'was born in St. Louis, but moved. My parentsved when | was | think about six months
old to New Jersey because my father went into ditamvthere in New York City and commuted
to New Jersey. And then we moved to a suburb @f Merk after that. And that’s pretty, the
suburb called Fieldston or Riverdale, they're twipaning communities, was basically where |
grew up until I went off to boarding school.

MR: And what were your parents’ names?

JE: My father was Oscar Ross Ewing, and my motherkelsn Dennis Ewing.

MR: Okay, and did you have any siblings?

JE: I have one brother five years younger than | am.

MR: And his name?

JE: George.

MR: Has he been interested in politics at all?

JE: Oh, we both are interested. He’s also in thespawer business. So, so if you're in the
newspaper business you're interested in politics.

MR: Which newspapers has he been involved with?

JE: He worked originally for a paper out in Califoaina small paper actually in Silic-, what's
now Silicon Valley. It wasn't then. And then heught a paper outside of Rochester, a small



daily; which is now, it's roughly the same sizetlasSentinel. And he also owns a group of
weeklies that surround Rochester. So, and thetjiey;, either are or will be published out of one
plant. He’s like | am, he’s pretty much retiredrfr day to day work. And his son, George, Jr. is
the publisher and the operating head of this ld@tieerprise. And his other son, my nephew, is
the one who bought tHgentinel and is now the publisher. And we're sitting i bifice.

MR: And is that Rochester, New Hampshire or New York?
JE: No, Rochester, New York.

MR: Yeah, okay. All right, so you said you were isuburb of New York until boarding
school, and then after that you went to. . . .?

JE: Oh, | went to Princeton, is that what you meaiiere | went to college?

MR: Yeah, and then also if you moved, if your res@eohanged through there. I'm just trying
to trace your residence through until we get todgain 1945 or ‘46.

JE: Oh, okay, so | went to prep school in Connectielgtchkiss, and then to Princeton, and
then a year at Harvard Law School, which | succéed@assing but hated. And I left and

taught school for two years and then the war cdomgga And | was, for a long time | couldn’t

get into the service because of very, my, verysightedness, great nearsightedness. But | went
to Washington and worked for a while down there enadtly for the National War Labor Board,
on the staff there. And then into the Navy whehad a, what do you call them, an exemption

for my eyes, because they wanted me to do spesiidiork in the general field of labor

relations. And while | was in the Navy | lived\WMashington, Detroit and Cleveland. And when
the war ended | worked briefly back in Washingt@md then went to Bangor.

And the reason | went to Bangor was that while $ wethe service, one of my bosses, we had a
very small office. It was- my immediate boss wdeatenant commander who had had a very
distinguished career in journalism. He was a mangagditor of one of the big west coast
papers. And | got fascinated with the idea of jalism so we said, well after the war we’d see
if we could find a paper that we could afford toybuiAnd we would work together and | would
sort of learn on the job and he would do the nepwspahe newsroom stuff primarily. And we
found theBangor Commercial, which was about one step away from a sheriff's,ss0 it fitted

in on the price criterion, and we stayed therstayed there for eight years and he left after a
period, | can’t remember how many years, we’ll Bag, five or six. And, his name was Russell
Peters and he went on to become the assistarg fréisident of the Bangor and Aroostook
Railroad.

And we eventually had to fold the paper up becaweseouldn’t make a success of it financially.
We were up against tligangor Daily News. And we thought we could revive this old paper
and make it viable, make Bangor a two-paper toat the post-war economics of
newspapering made that, as we learned, impossisid.then from Bangor | came here.

MR: And why did you decide to come to here in Keene?



JE: There was a paper for sale and a community teahaught was a nice community. And

by then | had formed a partnership with a man leyrthme of Walter Paine who had worked for
theBaltimore Sun, and he had access to some capital, so we bdugigaper together. And
subsequently he, we bought taley News up in the Dartmouth-Hanover area, and he went up
there to run that. | was running this one. Th&t fyear we owned this paper, he was in Maine
trying to do some creative writing. He wanted tateva book, and then he decided he wanted to
get back into the newspaper business. So we fthe¥hlley News for sale and that was a
partnership that lasted a great many years.

MR: Okay, well getting back to your family backgroumehat were your parents’ political
beliefs?

JE: My mother was a very apolitical person. So i $lense of anything that you might be
interested in, | would say her attitudes and alleniasignificant. She was a wonderful person
but she was never really interested in politicsy father was a very political person, had been
since he was a very young man. So | had a hegwysexe to politics through him. And then, as
you know, he eventually ended up as head of theraé&ecurity Administration which was
subsequently the Department of Health and Wel-s wvBlealth and Welfare, and is now Health
and Human Services. It was the biggest civiliaanay in the government. And he was vice
chairman of the Democratic National Committee.h8avas very much interested in politics.
But he was also an absolutely first class lawyer lzad a very successful legal career in New
York. He had a partner, Charles Evans HughesaBd.then went off and started a firm with
Charles Evans Hughes, Jr. and some other mercéiniie one of the, | think I'm quite accurate
in saying it was one of the best smaller law fiimslew York and still is.

MR: And what field of law did he pursue?

JE: General business law. He did, he did a littleobprosecutorial work. He prosecuted two
men during WWII for treason | guess. They wereadigasters from Europe to our troops. And
he was appointed as special prosecutor by thenatageneral. And he established a, broke a,
created a legal precedent. In that, prior to tina, in order to convict somebody of treason you
had to have an overt act. And my father estahbdishe fact that in the conditions that existed in
the WWII period, broadcasting Nazi propaganda,roaticast, was an act within the meaning of
the appropriate statutes and precedents for treaSorn effect, broadcasting became a basis for
treason where hitherto it had never been. Bubafse broadcasting, | don’t know whether there
was any in WWI. But anyway, that’s sort of a side] but it's interesting.

MR: And would your father talk about his work wittetBemocratic National Committee and
the Truman administration with you?

JE: Oh yeah, sure.
MR: What types of things would he discuss with you?

JE: Gosh, I, you know, you're talking about a longéi ago. Lots of things as they came up,



but | don'’t particularly recall any one thing. Y&noow, we were a close family and even though
we were living apart, when Dad was in public offidenew pretty much what was going on. But
we didn’t have, sort of highly focused conversagion politics. But | knew pretty well what his
political philosophy was. | knew pretty well whaas going on. It was a father and son type of
thing.

MR: How would you characterize his political philobggpn general?

JE: Well, he was a political. In certain ways he \@asonservative. What | really, what I really
ought to do is let you read this monograph thaas weferring to before you had the mike on.
That'll tell you a lot about Dad and it's goinggave a lot of talk.

MR: And how would you assess your own political delend, that were mainly affected by
him or affected by your own experience?

JE: Well | think, | really consider myself an indememt, but on the liberal side. When we
were in Maine for example, | don’t think the newseaever supported a Democrat. And | don’t
think | ever voted for a Democrat for any officecept maybe President of the United States,
because all of the people whose general politicaébpophy were closest to mine were
Republicans at that time. Bear in mind we wereg timére eight years, so as far as there were
some people that | maybe didn’t vote for at alut Blargaret Chase Smith for example was a
very close, not very close, but she was a very gmvdonal friend. And most of the progressive
forward look-, what I'd call liberal thinking suds it was, was in the Republican Party and not
in the Democratic Party at that time. The Demacvatre mostly, mostly to be found, or the
control of the Democratic Party. If my memory'ght, was largely in the hands of Democrats
from Lewiston and maybe some from Biddeford. Thktaditional centers of Democrats in
Maine, but they were, when they were in the miryorit

MR: Okay, and also talking about your father, you tieered off the tape that he was a Harvard
Law School classmate of Ralph Owen Brewster, andl yacle was also, actually. How did
their relationship with Brewster develop, and atsear uncle was a member of Brewster’'s
gubernatorial administration so how did thaii(telligible word)?

JE: Well, in that administration my uncle and Brewstere classmates at Bowdoin and were
close personal friends. And when Brewster wag@tegovernor he appointed my uncle as, |
don’t know, military aide or, you know, some sofan honorary position. It was no
administrative duties at all. By then my uncle \peacticing law, private practice, in
Washington. So | had that connection through ngteuwith the Brewsters. And Dad had a
connection with Ralph Owen Brewster through lanosthand then because the Brewsters and
my aunt and uncle were close friends my motherfatigbr naturally would see them
occasionally. They were certainly not close amgré and there,” | guess, is the best way to put
it. There was no, Dad and Brewster | don’t thimkrehad much to do with each other after, that
| know of, after law school.

MR: Did you get to know about Brewster either perdigra professionally through your
work, or through your father and uncle and aunt?



JE: | can remember meeting Brewster when | was akalhe was governor. | think my aunt
and uncle, or my uncle, took me into the governo¥¢hat do they call it? The governor’'s home
or mansion, or, what's it called where the govermfaviaine lives?

MR: The governor’'s mansion, the Blaine House?

JE: Blaine House, yeah, when | was quite young. vehao particular recollection of it except
the idea of being taken into the governor’s officés sort of a big deal for a kid. I've forgett
your, what was your question again?

MR: Well it was just if you had gotten to know Brewseither personally or professionally
through your uncle or father.

JE: Well | had that experience. Then later when veatwto Maine, through, because of that
connection primarily through my aunt and uncle, kadBrewster would come to Bangor to
make a talk or something in the Rotary Club or wbgtl’d see him. But we never spent much
time talking together. And Brewster, of courseswary close to thBangor Daily News. But,

so | saw him from time to time but we never had sont of a close relationship.

MR: Okay, and also did the, | have some informatieretihat th&angor Commercial covered
the 1952 Republican Senate primary in which Paya Brewster, were you still involved in
that at that time?

JE: Oh certainly, that was, very much so. Bamgor Commercial was the only daily paper in
the state that opposed Brewster. And Brewsteresplently told | guess May Craig in Portland
(she was the political correspondent for the Podtlpapers) that we’d played a significant role
in his defeat. All my papers on that score arthéUniversity of Maine library in Orono, and
they’ve got some sort of a collection of papersuttigBrewster. And we ran a very vigorous anti-
Brewster campaign, and all of that stuff is there.

MR: And, just a brief synopsis, what were some ofrd@sons that your, you and your paper
were anti-Brewster in that nomination?

JE: Well, we came to feel. First of all, all of adsien somewhat out of the blue because we’d
had a couple of critical editorials about posititimst he’'d taken on, | don’t remember whether
they were domestic or international politics ortdite got very upset. And one in particular
came out | guess not too long before that campaggan. At any rate, he had a newsletter and
he sent it out and it had a very nasty attack em#mgor Commercial and | think maybe on me
personally. Here again, all this stuff is in tirdry and | don’t, | can’t remember it in any
detail. But we decided that, first of all it wasogally unjustified attack, and secondly that
Brewster was a very poor senator. He was all muygedith the China lobby. He was all mixed
up with Howard Hughes and the investigation of HalMdughes, I've forgotten the details. He
didn’t like Hughes and Hughes didn’t like him. Ahdon’t remember now exactly what the
issue was, it was something to do | guess withadrike committees that Brewster was on. At
any rate, we decided that we were going to oppose And having decided we were going to



oppose him we went after him hammer and tongs. iRyl ever look at the file you'll see that
we did. And then, so a lot of our stuff was pickgdby the campaign and reprinted. And it was
a, it, I'm sure we were a factor in his defeat.dAnhink he said so. That was good enough for
now.

MR: Were you a personal supporter of [Frederick GeloPgyne? Or was it more anti-
Brewster than pro-Payne? Was there a reasondbstand during that time?

JE: No, I'd gotten to know Payne when he was goverriag was governor wasn't he?
MR: Yeah.

JE: Yeah, and | think that | developed a, we ceryaméren’t close but | think | developed a
feeling that he would be a highly desirable improeat over Brewster. And as time went along
and the campaign went along | did get to know Paywehis wife really quite well because we
were his principal supporters in the press. Sa,krow, they would keep in, would be in touch
with us and we’d be in touch with them. Meaning Bayne people, not always the Paynes
themselves.

MR: A few minutes ago you touched upon one of thdérowersies, the Howard Hughes
scandal. Can you, do you have some impressiongtonk there were a couple of major
Republican scandals at that time, do you have someessions of those scandals, what it was
like to cover them and the situation that the Réipab Party was in, in those times,
(unintelligible word)?

JE: If you'd asked me these questions twenty yeaos lagould have, | could have talked for
two hours on it. | don’t even remember now theadebf, of the Howard Hughes business and
the. | think there was wire tapping involved, thearere all kinds of really screwy things. All |
can do is tell you to go back into those filesatiyreally want any detail. | don’t, | must say |
don’t quite know why you would, but there’s plemtiyit there, and it goes into that in some
detail. There were some other problems that, thvarea, there was some kind of a liquor
commission. | don’'t know whether you'd call itveell | don’t know what you call it, but it was
a, not a scandal. Maybe it was an alleged scandallving the fellow who was the governor,
whose name I've forgotten. Brewster was very thiith Stiles Bridges who was the, one of the
two senators from New Hampshire at the time. Anohy opinion he was another somewhat
unsavory character. But all the detailed stuff) yust got to go to somebody else for, | just
don’t remember it.

MR: What about some of the reporters that you hadkiwgifor you, especially on, to start out
with, John Lindsay was one of your most importams®

JE: John Lindsay, yeah, John Lindsay did, was outipal reporter and he was one of the best
reporters that ever worked for me, and | had aflgtood ones. Well, what about him?

MR: Just, what could you say about him personalthemway he worked? Anything that, any
stories about him that stand out?



JE: John was a guy who had grown up in a rather faooily somewhere in the suburbs of
Boston. And he and his brother, to make some mamad to go out in the, they were probably
Saturday night wrestling matches. And they’d gthise clubs and | guess guys would sit
around and drink beer and smoke cigars. And thags, these two brothers would wrestle with
each other and get paid for it. And then he wetat the service and had a very honorable
military career and came back, and got a job think in Aroostook County as a claims,
insurance claims adjuster, which he hated. Andesdmere along the line he got the idea that he
would like to be a newspaperman. And he, | caritember what he. | guess he knew
somebody who was working for us, but somehow oerofie came in and we gave him a job.
He had absolutely no prior experience. And heddrout to be a fantastic reporter, and went to
the Washington Post and had a very, and th&lawsweek and had a very distinguished career.
He was a, he handled a lot of the reporting oRagne-Brewster campaign. And he had a
column that was once a week, Sundays I think, & syavhere he had a lot of stuff about the
campaign.

MR: And who were some of the other reporters and lpaaghe office of th&Commercial that
were significant while you were there, that you keaf closely with?

JE: I guess the most, Kenneth Zwicker, who was theeditor and a wonderful

newspaperman, came out of the University of Maimgew, went there under the Gl Bill of
Rights. And started as a reporter and then becaveatually became the managing editor. And
then after we closed the paper down he went to worén a paper in New Jersey for a few
months. And when we bought the paper here he cgme work for me again. And for many
years he was the assistant publisher or assotisdorgotten whether he was assistant or s-, |
guess he was assistant publisher here. But anywayas the number two guy here when he
came. A terrific newspaperman and a very diregt been a gunnery sergeant in the Marine
Corps, fought in practically every battle in thec#la. Very outspoken. The phrase, swears like
a Marine, would apply quite accurately to him.

MR: What were your impressions, you've mentioned &histle bit already. But what were
your general impressions of some of the other [zaged the press corps in Maine in that time,
especially with the focus maybe on the Guy Ganmattspapers?

JE: Well, they were the, thBangor Daily News was the largest paper in circulation in the state.
But the Gannett papers were collectively the nmaportant influence in the state. They had
Waterville, Augusta, Portland, maybe that’s allndthey had a big radio station, eventually a
television station, so, and they had the Portlaumtlay Telegram which was the only Sunday
paper in the state. And they had this Elizabetly Meaig, known as May Craig, as their
Washington correspondent and she was, got to lbe guiational character. They had some
good people working for them.

MR: Did you have any dealings maybe directly or iadity with Guy Gannett himself?

JE: I met him. Not really, no. Just, | don’t, I,glmably, oh, at press gatherings. But not, no, |
didn’t know him very well. | knew his son-in-lahuck Williams, much better. And | knew



some of the other people on the, that worked irotiganization pretty well. But he himself, he
was pretty elderly when | was there.

MR: And how would you say the political slant of teqegpers’ editorials, if there was such a
slant, compared to your own papers’ stance?

JE: Well, they were more conservative. TBangor Daily News was, from my perspective, for
the most part sort of pretty far out conservatiVée Portland papers were conser-, the Gannett
papers were conservative but nowheres near asifail smean they were definitely Republican
papers, | would call them anyway. And | don't ththey’d make any bones about it. But there
was a, there was a moderation then. And they lwadiple of political reporters that | knew
pretty well that | thought were good reporters.eifislant didn’t always coincide with mine but,
you know, that happens all the time. Doesn’t ntbay weren’'t good journalists.

MR: Who were a couple of those reporters?

JE: | can't tell you their names. One was Peter shimg-or-other | think who, I think he was
their principal political guy, but | don’t know,don’t remember his name.

MR: In what ways would you say more specifically ttreBangor Daily News was kind of a
far out conservative paper? Like how was it maically conservative would you say?

JE: | can't cite chapter and verse, it's too long .a¢fs just that. . . .

MR: Just in general, was it more fiscally conservatiwsocially conservative?
JE: Both.

MR: Okay, did you, did you cover much of the DemacrBfrty politics. . . .?
JE: No.

MR: ....atthattime? Okay. Did you get to knowrch about the Democratic Party situation
or any specific Democratic Party leaders or letist?

JE: Yeah, | probably, again, yeah, I'm sure | knewnsmf them. The names are gone. But. ..

MR: Maybe Frank Coffin might have been. .. .?

JE: Yeah, but you see he was part of that whole gafywung Democrats that really took over
the Democratic Party coincidentally with Muskiemergence. If | met Coffin, it was only
briefly. 1 don’t remember in particular. Seeeft| we closed the paper in Bangor down in the
early part of 1954. And then for a while | was cemed with trying to wind that thing up. And
then Walter Paine and | started looking for anottewspaper or newspapers, and | was on the
road a lot. So all of that development, or most,ahe people who were involved in what was a



new generation of Democrats, at least from my atsge, were not people | knew particularly
well, ever. But | did know Ed Pretty well. Butén't tell you how or why | knew him well.

But, I'll cite one story which has stuck with medawhich | reminded him of when he was here
after he was running for president. Somewhere éetwit was probably the early fall of 1954,
he was not a candidate at that time and he caleedprone night where | happened to be home.
As | said I'd been, | was on the road a lot, andifikie] said “Jim, I'm calling some friends
around the state to ask them what they think atheutdea of my running for governor.” And |
said, “l would-" he was being urged to, and | s&Wllell | would do it only if you succeeded in
getting two commitments. The first was you coudain@ your own state chairman, and the
second was they would give you enough money.” Amsed a figure but | don't, | can’t
remember now what it was. Because, you know, wthe sense of running for an office if
you’'re going to be so underfunded you can’t rumuagaign? And the campaigns then weren’t
like they are now where they're, you know, zillidallar affairs. And so we talked a little bit
more and ended the conversation, you know, wisiradutk and so on. And the next thing |
knew, he had run for office and neither of the dgisithat | suggested to him as conditions
applied. Somebody else stepped, he didn’t geatoenthe state chairman, although | can’t
remember who it was. You probably know. And then’t make any particular financial
commitment to him. And I've always cited that asexample of my political acumen in giving
him totally inadequate advice.

MR: How did you, did you cover the, his election aseynor or. . . .?
JE: No, no.

MR: You had left by that time?

JE: Yeah.

MR: Okay. How did your relationship with him develoger time, did you follow his political
career @nintelligible phrase)?

JE: Oh yeah, but we never, | never saw him. ButtElotler, who was on his staff, was the son
of our closest friends in Bangor, and so, and we ketouch with the Cutlers. Dr. Cutler,
Lawrence Cutler was subsequently the chairmaneobtard of the University of Maine. And

we kept in very close touch with them and we siillwith Mrs. [Kay] Cutler and their sons, one
of whom is Eliot. And so through the Cutlers, lvla> and just news stories in general, | would
keep track of Ed’s time in office in the state @nen in Congress, in the Senate, but not in- ever
in any detail.

And the only time | saw him in person after | I[Bfaine was when he came here to Keene when
he was running for office, for president, and halena speech to the Chamber of Commerce
annual dinner. | may have had something to do getiting him invited, | think | did. And he
was in a motel room here, | had let him know sometiat I'd like to just say hello, and he was
getting ready for this talk. And, was George Mélthdid George Mitchell run his campaign?



MR: Yeah, George Mitchell | believe was involvedtatttime, for the ‘69 and ‘72 presidential
nomination.

JE: Yeah, | think he did. Anyway, he was, I'm pretiyre he was the one who was in the room
with Ed. And Ed was sort of getting dressed aretiinded him of this episode of, where | gave
him what | thought was very profound advice, whighignored, wisely. And then, you, this
would have to be checked but it's, because it'smeynory of it. Eliot Cutler came and spent the
night with us when Muskie was in, campaigning iis s$tate either the day before or a couple of
days before the famous episode atNtachester Union Leader. And Eliot asked me whether |
thought it was a smart thing to do for Muskie toagl sort of challenge Loeb and do as he did,
you know, (nintelligible phrase) you know, and made the speech in front ofiiineon Leader
building. And | told Eliot that | absolutely tholigso, that the only way to handle Loeb was to
go right after him. He’d run all over you if yoidd’'t. So they did. | don’'t mean necessarily,
I’m sure there are people on his staff who thodghshould, and I'm sure there were some who
probably thought he shouldn’t. But I, whether Epassed that along or whether it was
influential in any way, | have no idea. But thed ito the, what turned out to be the disaster of
his alleged crying episode, which of course Loebjust grabbed it and got all over it right
away.

MR: While we’re on the subject, what's your, what yoer impressions of thielanchester
Union Leader and William Loeb at that time?

JE: Thatis a very broad question.

MR: What was, then what was William Loeb like asdaryou could tell? You probably only
knew him from a professional. . . .

JE: I only met him once and that was, | had someespondence with him and some telephone
calls, and that was in court. And we, when | sayel him, I, we actually didn’t speak. Loeb in
my opinion was a man who in many respects was uyea desire for power, and he had it. He
was a very powerful political influence in thiststa And, you know, what led him to try to
exercise the power that he had in such a frequemtlysually, cruel and vicious way had
something to do with his personality. You knowduldn’'t attempt to psychoanalyze the guy,
but he was nasty to a lot of people and so onudhiel a guy who was a friend of mine who was
a former governor. And he put this guy’s daugihtex mental hospital; he was so nasty about an
episode. But, you know, this goes on forever ii get me going on that. But Loeb was a very
powerful influence in the state politically and kreew it. And to some extent the state is still
suffering from, | use the word suffering, from sooféhe policies that Loeb more or less forced
people to adopt because they needed his suppemto

The only exception that | can remember, and thexg Ipe others, was Tom Mclintyre who was a
United States Senator, a Democrat, and Mcintyremkenwuckled under to Loeb at all. He, Loeb
would swing at him and he’d swing right back. Ardink it had a lot to do with Mcintyre’s
success. But Mcintyre got complacent and didrdtlyecampaign and got defeated. He spent
too much time in Florida instead of coming backepe and campaigning.



MR: And what was, that's the other part that | watsigg at is what was Loeb’s political
stands, also the. . ..?

JE: Oh, very, very conservative in every, in all resis. The story about William Loeb, you, |
mean, you know, you could spend a career gettisgars to some of those questions. He, you
know, one example, he ran short of money and lefongw exactly why. But anyway, and he
borrowed money from the Teamster’s Union pensionl fdown in, | guess the one, one of the
ones in the middle west. And Jimmy Hoffa was tttenhead of the Teamster’s Union and was
in jail. Well, because, | mean | say because Ho#d been influential in arranging this loan. He
had an airplane with a, one of those streamersitiatiflew it over the penitentiary where

Hoffa was, it said “free Jimmy Hoffa.” He was aftsight. Anyway, let’s not get off on that,
we’d be here all night.

MR: While we're on the subject of the New Hampshioétizal scene, what were some of the
other, actually first of all what were some of tither papers and chains of papers that were
influential while you’ve been in New Hampshire, aagpecially during that ‘69 to ‘72 period?

JE: What's the ‘69 to ‘727
MR: Oh, that was, I'm sorry, that was Muskie’s presitial nomination bid.

JE: Well, the New Hampshire scene, newspaper sceameand is a peculiar one. You have
only one big city, or for years you had only ong bity in the state and that was Manchester.
Only one city that could support a morning papene next largest city was Nashua, which is
significantly smaller. And then there, you hactattering of smaller afternoon dailies like, like
ours, that, whose circulation was in a certaimirftelligible word) market. So the power if you
want to use that word was concentrated in Manchasi in the hands of William Loeb. And
the rest of us could, and many of us did, take detaly contrary positions and frequently with
some success in our own markets, but there wags,rteeee was never, you know, the kind of a
contrary voice in the state.

MR: Actually, I'm going to flip the tape.

End of Sde A
SdeB

MR: This is the second side of the first tape ofititerview with James Ewing on August 16th,
1999. And we were talking about the situationh&f hewspapers in New Hampshire. Also in
general, how would you say the political situatieither in Keene or in New Hampshire, has
developed in the past forty or so years?

JE: Well, it was, it was, without trying to put dates it, it went like this: you had, in my early
experience you had the period when Styles Bridg§esator Bridges, was the kingpin of the
Republican Party. And in my opinion he, basicakyran the Democratic Party too because he
had all of these little plums that went with, thia Senator could, you know, influence an
appointment for. | don’'t know, the sheriffs andf sheriffs but federal offices that had to go to



minority parties, so he really had a very big iefige on the Democrats in the state. And they
oddly enough were pretty conservative in my opinemd so you had the period of Styles
Bridges. And of course he and Loeb were thickas/es, which perhaps is a phrase that’'s not
too far from the truth. And then he died and yad Bome other people that Loeb was sort of,
henchmen of Loeb’s, you know, people he suppomeldpat in office.

And then you had a period of Democratic resurracti@t was really headed by Bill Dunfey as,

| think he was chairman of the state committeewas a wonderful man, very successful
business man. And we had a, for a while we had Bahg as governor, as a Democrat. We had
Mclintyre as senator, and | think we had a Demdor@ongress after, I've sort of forgotten

about it. And then that period of emergence ofs@amocrats, election of some Democrats
died out and Loehufintelligible word) some more of his political candidates and Mel
Thompson was Governor, and so on.

Recently, of course, the Democrats have startethancesurgence. But over all the situation
until perhaps now,ufintelligible word) recently, it's been fundamentally a Republicaatest

But the Republicans that really ran the state &arg until well into the Bridges period actually,
Styles Bridges went to Congress pretty much asesdl, progressive Republican, and then
became very conservative. At any rate, the petipdePetersons, the Basses, there were a
number of families that, sort of the Teddy Roosetygle of Republican, they were good people.
And Walter Peterson was the last governor of ¢b&dration who's still alive, and is a good
friend of mine. We supported him and then I, vienyd of him and | have a lot of respect for
him. The Democrats for a long time after we camehwere like the Democrats we found when
we first went to Maine. | mean, you know, you h&vetruggle to say they ought to get elected
to anything. Some of them were nice people, botesof them, you know, they were off the
wall when it came to. So, it was a vacuum thatlpaxisted for historical reasons and partly
because of somebody like Bridges andUiméon Leader. Today | think that's probably
changing.

In the Keene area, for example, when we came herasi rock solid Republican. The town had
never supported a Democrat for anything. And, edertit was, 1956 maybe, along in there
someplace, the town supported the Democratic catelfdr governor, and that was the first
time that the city had ever supported a Democraamything. Today, every member of the
legislature from this area is a Democrat. Now, WHywould guess that the paper had
something to do with it, even though we were nargt time and still aren’t either Democrat or
Republican.

We were what I, whether you want to call it libevalprogressive or whatever adjective you
want to say, it's not a party, we're independeite have supported many, many Republicans
politically, uh, editorially, but whether it, younkw, to what extent the paper is involved, to
what extent immigration, to what extent a generatichange, to what extent voting habits
change as maybe educational levels changed, andegan to have, the independents. In the
state, registered independents are larger thaDeh®crats, I'm almost certain, and maybe
almost as big as the Republican registration, scettvas a trend here and in other parts of the
state as well. But some of it | think was immigvat people moving into the state from
Massachusetts, Connecticut, coming up the Conngdiver. And then you had, the Hanover



area was, of course Dartmouth was up there. Buthianged, it's changed. This area has
changed a lot in terms of political orientationut®’s very, it's tricky to, | mean your projed i
dealing with a man who was a great public figura &emocrat. Here, we at the paper and |
myself personally, don’t really think as a Demoaats a Republican, | think of myself as an
independent. | wouldn’t hesitate to vote for a ®#an, | wouldn't hesitate. That, if the paper,
which | have nothing to do with anymore, but whewals running it, we supported plenty of
Republicans, so it's not a Republican-Democratghit's more a philosophical difference.

MR: Okay, and, there’s a couple of things to pickabput your time in Bangor. How would
you say, first of all, the Bangor community waseliolitically unintelligible word)?

JE: Oh, it was conservative, definitely. There weoene people, of course there are everyplace
any time, who were more on the liberal and progvesside, whatever adjective you want to
use. But politically, the town was Republican.

MR: And also, you were involved in tlBangor Commercial while Burton Cross was governotr,
during his terms, what'’s your assessment of higgumship and him professionally?

JE: Well, he’s the guy, wasn'’t he, that had the electommission problem?
MR: He might have beenyrintelligible phrase).

JE: Ithink he was. | knew him but not well, anany recollection of him is that he wasn’t a
particularly good governor, but that's nothing ymuld hang your hat on because it's purely an
impression of forty or fifty years ago. Not fiftyet, but forty. Getting up toward fifty.

MR: And also one other thing, what was your assessai¢he new, the new growth of TV and
TV advertising because, in Maine, this would hagerbjust before you left probably?

JE: Yeah, it wasn'’t, it wasn’'t, to my knowledge it svét a big factor when we were there
because it was just coming into its, into playl dlthat happened after | left there.

MR: Okay, let's see what else there is to talk ab@kay, I’'m not sure you can answer this or
not, but during the ‘69 to ‘72 period when Muskiaswrunning for the presidential nomination,
would you say that that was a period in New Hanmgsini which William Loeb was particularly
influential, or was that more of the waning of fepublican Party in New Hampshire?

JE: No, no, (nintelligible word) he was very influential.

MR: He was, yeah, okay. Well | guess I'll just askiywhat your impressions of Muskie in
general are today, his influences on Maine andaditigs and the significance that he had for
those areas.

JE: Well, it's very easy if you're not up to date anything, as | clearly am not by the way |
answer your questions. You've got to just talkthmpressions. My impression is that Ed
Muskie’s election as governor marked a signifidaming point in the political situation in



Maine. It was a one party state and from thattgoinvard it became a two-party state. Phillip
Hoff in Vermont played very much the same role wherwas elected governor, and Vermont
has been a two-party state ever since. But yoemdwer the old gag about, when Landon ran he
carried, Roosevelt carried every state except ManteVermont. So | give Ed, and the people
who were close to Ed and were working with him amieus capacities and subsequently in
office as Democrats, changed the political scereepblitical landscape radically. That sort of
thing by and large did not and has not happené&teim Hampshire, but it did there. So | give

Ed credit for that and | think he did a good jalenf an outsider’s point of view, as a senator,
and | was sorry he didn’t get nominated for preside

You know, Eliot Cutler’s the only person, well hetre are others, but he’s the only one that |
knew well who worked for Ed. And you know, he tgbtithe sun rose and set on Ed Muskie.
So | got a lot of favorable talk from that sourdut it was a, whether Ed would have made a
good president? | don’t know the answer to thatbee | didn't really follow his career that
closely. Everybody said he had a very short fasd,| don’t think that, well they say the same
thing about Clinton. As far as | know, probablydrin both cases. That's, | don’t think it a
disqualification for major office, unless it leaidsbad judgment on things. But just because you
blow your stack about something that got screwedruphatever, or were very demanding of
your staff, which | guess he was, that’s okay.

MR: And you mentioned earlier that you found thatRepublican Party in Maine, at least in
the immediately post WWII period was the more l#dend progressive party?

JE: No, no, I didn’t say that. No, | think some b&tRepublicans were the more progressive.
You had Hale who was a congressman, nobody wolilthioaa liberal but he certainly wasn't a
died in the wool old school conservative RepublicBnewster went to Congress as a liberal, as
a progressive Republican, and became very consex\adter he was elected to the Senate the
first time. But when he went to Congress in th@si3he went in there as a kind of a liberal. And
| think as a governor he was not an arch consewvati all. That frequently happens to people
apparently who go to get elected originally in sainat of a, with a sort of liberal progressive
label, and then they become more conservativeegsgb on. Norris Cotton here in New
Hampshire was another example of that. Norris weas a liberal and became more and more
conservative. So, the Democratic Party in Mainerasmnember it when we were there, pretty
much until Ed took over, was, a lot of influencetlod ethnic, the Catholic and French. Pretty
conservative, and | always had the feeling, I, koow, | didn’t really, | shouldn’t say | didn’t
trust them. But | figured that, you know, that pkoprobably could always make a deal with a
lot of those guys there. That was not necessarillye public interest, but it was in the interests
of those particular people. That may be an ufpfaigment. | know that, | can’t remember a
Democratic candidate for any major office that weresupported in Maine.

MR: Okay, so you meant earlier that, more that theuRkcan Party had more to offer on an
individual basis, more likely to offer a progresssandidate from time to time?

JE: Yeah, yeah, and the same was true here thdite isame period, in New Hampshire.

MR: Well, | guess, is there anything else that ydiked to talk about that you think we haven’t



covered or any areas we haven't gone into?

JE: No, no, I'm sure what I've given you is enoughyou want to take ten minutes more and
read this piece about my father, you can becawse’thno sense in my talking about it. It’'s all
right there and it won't take you long to readlifs maybe twenty minutes, something like that.
If you want to; if you don’t want to, it's okayl.think I've got it in there, I'm almost sure | dd.
was going to take it home today and forgot to.

MR: All right, well. . . .

JE: So anyway, and if you've got any questions yoatta follow up on, you can give me a
call. But you're asking some pretty broad question

MR: Yeah, I'm sorry. Thanks for your time.
JE: Okay.

End of Interview
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