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Senator ‘Edmond-S. -Migkie- (D-Maipe) has-yrged President .Nixan to reverse:
propesed regulationg by the:l),8+-Depavtment. .of Agriculture which could megn. .
that. an-estimated: 1030004 aine scheol: childrenmould-no tonger: bevedisible for
free or Yetucad-ratei luhchesoby: the endof ghiB yearu:, o7 o . s om0 o7

In a bi-partisan letter to the President, signed by 58 of his Senate.
colledgues; Senator:Muskie salds '"The-Department of ;Agvigultute, hy-arbitrarily
limiting the elipibility.of-children foy:ther Schoel-tamch Brogram ds.viqlating
both the spirig endsistter-of the Nationsi Schoal :Lungh;Act." & _

The National School lunch Actallows states and localities. mdemmine
eligibility standards based on guidelines supgested by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

In Maine, close to 40,000 school children are enrolled in the program,
according to the Maine Department of:Bducation. Under existing fedloral guidelines,
Maine officials allow children free lumches if the annual income for a family of
four is $3,720 or less. If the anmual income for a family of four is $3,721 -
$4, 530, the school children are allowed a reduced-rate lunch in Maine.

Barlier this month, the Administration announced that it was revising its
suggested guidelines for implementing the school lunch program in the states
downward to exclude any assistance to children from families having incomes
above the federal poverty level -- an income of $3,940 for a family of four.

""The consequence of this action,' Senator Muskie said, '"will be to cut out
an estimated 10,000 school children in Maine who are now enrolled in the
lunch program."

Across the nation, as many as 1.5 million school children may be affected
by this action.

-MORE -




‘nCirtainly thére Wist be other ways to save money in our national
budget than to tdke food away from hungry children,'’the Senator said.

The Senator. further stated, Jﬁhe?ﬁ?m}ff gf;lJchgress Jn providing 2
minimum eligibzlity Standard was to ensure that all children under this
level shall receive free or reduced-rate lunches, but that children from
famitles dBove™€Hid mintnim, ‘a5 deteyminedskyC the sedfe -dnll-Togdliey=dn’
whith-they-r@side, ‘sHeuld e Bovered by ths programeas weldas - iuusy horol oo
T ™he’ sehool 1unieh Progiefi has” bentFitted: thousandd 6f Malne:children.-
This action by the Department ofdgriculture is.not.dnly!ill-~timedbut - -
is. umwarrantéd, - <o v Lomsis
VIET43 01 Rave ubded Prestdent NIXon €o-¥aRe Immbdiate. steps tosprévent:the. “
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