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Transcript

Greg Beam: The date is August 25th, 2000, it's just aft€01PM. And this is Greg Beam, and
I’'m here interviewing Josephine Gaccetta. Did Iqmnence that right?

Josephine Gaccetta: Yeah, you did indeed.
GB: Allright, at her home on Plymouth Road in Rord.
JG: South Portland.

GB: South Portland, South Portland, thank you.b&gin, could you please state your full
name and spell it for the record?

JG: Josephine M. Gaccetta, J-O-S-E-P-H-I-N-E, Nhadlary, Gaccetta, G-A-C-C-E-T-T-A,



but they call me Jo.

GB: And there are two Cs in Gaccetta, did | hawa tight?

JG: Right, yeah.

GB: Two Cs, all right. And what were, where andewlwvere you born?

JG: 1was born in Rumford, Maine, August 26th, 1931

GB: And you grew up in Rumford, right?

JG: Grew up in Rumford.

GB: And what were your parents’ names?

JG: My parents’ names were Dominic and Clorindace#ta, and they both came from Italy.
They came in the nineteen, early nineteen hundeed®rk in the paper mill up in Rumford.
That's how they got up there.

GB: Were there a lot of first generation immigrantRumford?

JG: Yes, yes. They had different communities. Thag a little Italian community that they
used to call Little Italy, and then they have &r&s a big French population, and they came
from P.l. in Canada, and some Lithuanian peopledame so, and there was a lot of Irish. So
there was, there were two Catholic churches, ot French church and one was the Irish
church. And Ed Muskie went to the Irish church] dg&l. It was called St. Athanasius, but since
then St. Athanasius and the French, which wasrifle ¢hurch, and St. John’s, which was the

French church, have combined. And so now it's dnech, and it's St. John-St. A.

GB: So back then pretty much everyone who was®hémn went to the Irish church. Is that
how it was?

JG: That's right, the Ital-, right, everyone elag the French went to the Irish church.

GB: So were, now, you said that there were kinlitttd communities. Was the city really
divided along ethnic lines, or did you all interact

JG: It was interacting, but we kind of, | know thalians had a section that we lived in, but
there were other Italians that were scatteredenybu know, in the rest of the town, as was the
French the same way. They were pretty much scdtsaind, but they had their own little area,
too, that they kind of migrated to. So it was, etlemugh we had our little sections there was also
people that were scattered, you know, throughautdtvn. So we weren't totally integrated in
that regards.

GB: Isee. Now, you said that your parents wotkettie mills there?



JG: Yeah, my father was a janitor in the mill. Apaick in the forties they bought an Italian
Restaurant called the Boston Market, so they hdthéian restaurant and an Italian grocery
store. So he quit the mill. And he and my mothed God, there was ten of us children, so we
all worked in the store and the restaurant. Amuhttback in 49, my twin and | graduated. And
so 1950 we came down to Portland, went to Westbdoolkor, and that's when they sold the
store. They couldn’t get good help, or they coiilthast people or something, so, -

Mary Agnes “Aggie” Cornely: And don’t forget what a beautiful gardener heswa

JG: Oh, my father, right, right. My father had ealtiful garden, both vegetable and flowers.
In fact, the florist up there used to call him arse his flowers for sale, they were paying for his
flowers. And he also had a tomato that he, | dentw, he put two or three together, | guess,
and had this really great tomato that he also, leemgiled the Gaccetta tomato up there. So, he
was, yeah, he was quite a gardener, you're righjiéy thank you. Of course, if you go over to
Italy you can see that they had, you know, allghedens there are all, what do you call it,
spaced up and down. What's that word | want, Aggie?

AC: What's this?
JG: Gardens that are -
AC: Oh, terraced.

JG: Terraced, right, thank you, terraced gardérsat’'s what he had. It was just a beautiful
sight.

GB: Oh wow, it must have been something. So hagwizs Rumford when you were
growing up, do you recall?

JG: Oh boy, I really can’t tell you that. | dontink it was, it was probably, if | were
guessing, I'd probably say fifteen thousand. Betwidteen, | don’t think there was twenty
thousand people in Rumford. And, of course, tigething and big come on there was the mill,
that's where everybody came to work. That was tgeywu know, anyone lived in Rumford,
you had to work in the mill, you know. So that vkasd of, either that or get out, so, so we got
out. And Ed Muskie did, too, | guess. He probakbrked there summers going to school, |
don’'t know. But everybody did that. They went avt@yschool, and then they came home
summers and worked in the mill. Get some more moémgo back to school.

GB: Did you know him at all from Rumford, or | gelse was quite a bit older than you?

JG: No, he was a lot older. And he had left, taetty much when | was, he graduated about
1932, | think, or something around that time, st the was. . . . And | graduated in '49, so | was
way gone. But | did know a sister of his, he haisster, | can’t even think of her name now.

But he had several sisters. And of course, you vknbw everybody going and coming to
church, but there was one that | knew in partigidad | can’t remember what her name was



now, it's been so many years ago.

GB: Could you tell me about her though, what do ggmember of her?

JG: Ican't remember that. | just remember she avasry pretty girl, and | think she liked to
have a good time, she raised heck a lot. Outditleab| can’'t even remember, listen, | can’t
even remember her name, so that’s not very goad, |Bhink her name was Betty, | think it
was. ...

AC: Did you mention Lucia, was it Lucia Cormier?

JG: Lucia, yeah, Lucia Cormier.

AC: | met her the year she was in charge of theu®and became a census enumerator. And
she was, | forget what her job was then.

JG: Probably headed it up for Maine.

AC: Shewasthe....

JG: She was a French teacher in Rumford High Sclood lot of years, this Lucia Cormier
was. And then she got interested in politics, dr&ran for, she was in the legislature for a lot of
years, state legislature. And then she ran agklasgaret Chase Smith. Boy, | can’t give you
dates, it was back in the fifties | would think.

GB: Yeah, | think so.

JG: And of course, she lost that race. Then shéogioe head of, you probably know all this
anyway, she got to be head of the, what'’s the baties, what are the boun -?

GB: [ actually don’t know much about Lucia Cormikjust knew that she had, she had run
against Margaret Chase Smith.

JG: Yeah, what do you call it Aggie, when you'rethg, when you have boundaries? She was
head of the, oh, customs, the customs wharf, d@yy about that. She was head of customs for
the state of Maine, so that was a big job, so she -

GB: Was that customs -?

JG: U.S. Customs, here in Portland.

GB: Oh, okay, okay.

JG: U.S. Customs House here in Portland, she hehdédp for a number of years. And she

went to Florida. She had a condo down there, wghthe beach, at, we went to visit her one
time in, not Delray but, oh, not too far from Delra



GB: And so, did, how much, how old was she, and dmlywou know her originally? And was
she around your age, or was she -?

JG: No, she was alot -
GB: Ithought she was older.

JG: Yeah, she’s a lot, she was a lot older thaad,wut she was such a prominent figure in
town that everybody knew her, you see. And of seuwhen | got to be in the governor’s office
then, in fact, | think she was out of the State $#othen. She was, she probably was customs
director at that time. But she knew me becauserked, | was pretty prominent in the
governor’s office, so she knew me from there. Ahdourse, we'd see each other at all the
functions. And, when she ran, | think we were ragnat the same time, I’'m not sure, but, yeah.

GB: Isee, all right. So let’'s back up. Let’s talkittle bit more about Rumford. Besides you
mentioned your parents’ restaurant, and storeftadhurch, were your parents involved in the
community in any other ways?

JG: Not really, they were, you know, they were pmoemigrants. They were just trying to eke
out an existence, and they had ten children, sokpow, everything was geared to the family.
And it was, you know, “Let’s go up and cut somerbpales up in the woods to, you know, to
put in the garden,” and that kind of stuff. Saeeytmeally didn't, they really didn’t get involved i
community activities.

They did, | can remember my mother did go into highool to learn English. All of the kids
spoke broken, broken Italian you'd call it todayuiess. | went over to Italy with three other
gals, and my assignment was Italian, of course. Khohked it beautifully because | was
putting the words in all the wrong syllables, smuldn’t figure out where | was. So, | was not
much help to them. But then we went into a place, one of the gals had French, and she was
speaking her beautiful French, and the waitresearesl in English. So that wasn't, that wasn’t
much -

GB: I see, do you recall, did your parents havéipal beliefs that you knew of?

JG: Oh, my father was a strong Democrat, he alMiatened to Gabriel Heatter on the radio.
GB: Who was that, Gabriel Heatter?

JG: Gabriel Heatter was -

GB: I'm not familiar with him.

JG: Oh, he was a, who was Gabriel Heatter, Aggie?

AC: Who?



JG: Gabriel.

AC: Oh, he was a big -

JG: Big radio ann-

AC: Broadcaster, before television.

JG: Yeah, he was a big radio -

AC: He was like an anchor person, that is, nowt guwas a political analyst, really.

GB: So would he give kind of editorials, his takepmwlitics?

JG: Yeah, right. And also, of course, he was afatlyer was a big FDR man, too, you know,
with the, with all of the social things that hertgéd. So, we were Democrats from, you know,
from the get go.

GB: Isee. And that rubbed off on you, did it?

JG: Oh absolutely, yeah. But I really didn’t getalved, as | say, until | came to Portland and
did some telephoning for Ed Muskie.

GB: Okay, so you, now, so let’s go ahead and movi® dhat. You say you came to Portland
in 19507

JG: Yeah.

GB: Why did you come here, again, | think | mistieat?

JG: | went to Westbrook Junior College.

GB: Oh, okay, okay.

JB: And I lived with my brother here in South Partl, and next-door was this fellow by the
name of Wally Campbell, who was an attorney. Ariccaurse, all these attorneys stuck together
here, and they were a big, big clan of Democrat&l o they were all into getting Ed Muskie
elected governor. And so he would give me a listasnes, and we would call for Muskie, you
know, getting them to the polls, and whatever ywolinl those days. So, that was my first
encounter into really, you know, being active ia bemocratic Party.

GB: Isee. Did you meet Ed Muskie at that poiftewyou were campaigning for him?

JG: ldon'tthink so. | probably, yeah, | thinkeyphad a party at Wally’s house, and he was
there. So, but I, you know, | was pretty much obaice, and | didn’t really, you know, | was



just excited about being there, so | didn’t. And being one of your lowly workers, you know,
you don’t really get too far with these attorneybo always have to be in the limelight when the
big cheese is around, so. But, | think | did nfeet at that point.

GB: Tell me, what were your impressions of him wilgen first saw him in person, and when
you first met him?

JG: Oh of course we were, oh, | was probably inied, you know, he was, and in awe. He
was, you know, some, this big statue of a man {fwat,know, was going to be our governor. It
was really exciting times. And then of course, witecame to fruition, it was really exciting.

GB: Did you really think that you had a chance ettigg him elected when you were
campaigning? What was the feeling within the cagpa

JG: Yeah, see, | wasn't really into that too muasbcause | was in sch-, you know, | was
going to school. And so, | really didn't get inteetpolitics of, at that time when he was running
for governor. Except, you know, | followed it, ahknew we were all excited about what was
happening. But I, as far as getting involved, llyedidn’t get that much involved with it, as |
remember.

GB: |Isee, | see. And so, you were calling peopl¢he phone, campaigning for Muskie?
JG: Right, yeah.

GB: Now tell me, what kind of reactions did you,gehat would you be pitching to these
people, and what would they say in return?

JG: Ican', I really can't re-, listen, this idtff years ago. But I'm sure it was the same old
pitch about, you know, “getting out the vote” anybtir vote counts”, kind of thing. And,
“We’ve got someone that, you know, is exciting,tldim sure that was the pitch. But | couldn’t
give you, |, I'm sure, it was something that wasten down that everybody said, but | can’t
really give you what it was.

GB: Sure, sure, sure. Did people seem to resparaddbly to the phone calls?

JG: ldon'tremember. | would have to say becawesgon, so I'd be inclined to say, sure,
they were very excited.

GB: Something must have worked, right?
JG: Right, right.
GB: All right. So now, Westbrook Junior Collegeedahat still exist?

JG: Yes, it does, it's now a four-year school. i¥&stbrook College, and it's part of
University of New England, down there where theg tiee, what is it they have at New



England, Aggie?
AC: Isthat a med school?

JG: No, it's, it's, | don’'t know whether it's, it'aot an M.D. school, but it's some kind of a
medical school.

AC: I'm not certain what kind.

JG: Yeah, but they, and the two schools got togatbetoo long ago, I'd say within the last
five years. And Westbrook College, it's now Westik&ollege. When | was there it was
Westbrook Junior College, which is only a two ysehnool, but it's since, it has since enlarged
itself.

GB: I see. And what were you studying to do?

JG: | was just a medical secretary. | got out amodked for a orthopedic surgeon by the name
of Dr. Asherman back in 1952. The schools pretigimplaced you and, you know, gave you a
lot of leads as to where to go. Back in those diayss easy, you know, to do that.

GB: And how long did you work for him?

JG: 1 worked for him from ‘52 to '56, | think it wva My brother had lost his wife, and he had
two children, and they went back up to Rumfordve Wwith my mother. So | figured that | ought
to get up there and give her, she had raised tberadwn, so | thought it was time for her to
have a, you know, some help. So | went up thedestayed with her. | stayed up there until,
until I went to Washington. Yeah, that was ‘5698, | was in Rumford, worked in the mill up
there, in the office. And then, in 58, my brotliemarried and took his girls back, so I. . . . 'b8,
think, was the election of Jim Oliver, and Ed Mesland was it Clint Clauson? Clint Clauson
was already down there | think. Gosh, this goesnlk Coffin, are you familiar with these
names, Frank Coffin?

GB: Yeah, yeah.

JG: Frank Coffin, there was, anyway, the three Demaits down there was Coffin, Oliver, and
Muskie, and another gal from Rumford was Ed Muskiadfice. Her name was Jean, it was
Watson at the time and | think she married a Plalso she’s still in Rumford, Jean Pialock.
She was, she would be another one for you to coptabably, that worked right for, you know,
right in his office.

GB: And do you know how to spell her last name?

JG: P-I-A-L-O-C-K. I think she works in the bankthink she used to work in the bank up
there. Whether or not she’s retired now, | domow. She was a very pretty girl and got to, |
think she was the, what'’s that flower down thehercy blossom princess for the state of Maine.
So we got to go to a lot of things down there bseeaof her.



GB: Oh, that's interesting. All right, so, okap, when you came back to Rumford, this is
while Ed Muskie is governor, this hometown boy. ré/people in the town excited about that?

JG: Yes, | think they were. Of course, | wasn’tweluch in tune, you know. | knew what
was going on but | really, as far as being poliljcadept as to what, you know, was going on, |
don’t think so. The townspeople are a little lpsat because they feel that he used, he always
kind of, | guess, | don't really know how true tlss but he claims, you know, Waterville as his
home town. But I'm sure that, you know, they'vd gdig plague up there now, | don’t know.
You probably saw that in the papers recently, witieeg had a big plague, and his wife and son
were up there. | don’t think | have tRemford Times, but if you go back a couple weeks in the
Times, Rumford Times, you'll see that they dedicated a big plague @petior Muskie.

GB: It was just this past Saturday.
JG: Wasit? Were you guys all up there?

GB: No, I didn’t go up, but I talked to some peopleo did go up. And then | read about it,
they had a big article on George Mitchell's speiectie Lewiston paper.

JG: Right, that's right, Mitchell was the speaktbigt’s right.

GB: And actually, Don Nicoll did a little write ugn Muskie; that was in the paper for that as
well.

JG: Where is Don Nicoll now? Is he, he has somethondo with the hospital here in
Portland, | believe.

GB: Well, he heads this project.
JG: Oh, he is heading this project, okay.
GB: Yes, yes, yes.

JG: Yeah, because that letter | got, right, wamfidon. That's very good. Yeah, he was his
AA back when he first started, so yeah, Don wagabn way back.

GB: All right, so you went to Washington, D.C. B87?

JG: Right, with Jim Oliver, he won a congressios@ht. He wasn't all that popular because
they called him a turncoat. He had been down timet®37 as a Republican, and then he went
down in 1958 as a Democrat, so he wasn't receilléda well down there. Although he was,
he did some great things, and I, you know, he eékhts staff extremely well and, you know. |
came home both summers. It was hot in Washingtad, &b | was able to come home and work
in the district office here in Portland, so thatsvkénd of a treat for me. And whenever anything
was going on down there we were the first oneswieaé invited, you know. He was, he was



very good to us. So | have, you know, nothingtagh regard for him. And his wife was super,
his wife was just as sweet as he was. So my, pyowkmy tenure down there, which was
altogether too short. . . . But it has some vendfmemories of, you know, what was going on.

GB: Now, what were you doing on his staff?

JG: | was his personal secretary, | guess you woealldne, but | was in charge of
appointments to the military academies. And petpde came down from Maine, | would show
them, take them around, put their cars in the gaeagl drive them around in my convertible, so
that, give them a little better treatment than wauwld ordinarily get. And made sure they got
all the right passes and that kind of stuff.

GB: Did you meet anyone particularly interestingndahat, did you drive anyone that sticks
out in your mind?

JG: From Maine, no. There was some, there wad@nfeéh Rumford that | took around.
What's his name? He’s still around up there, asddamily still remembers what. . . . | can't, |
can't think of his, | see his face but | can't thiof his name. He’s just lost his wife, and he’s
still around in Rumford. And he has a daughterhgre, and a couple daughters that live out of
town, | think. Oh, | know what it is, it's Stan Masky was his name, Stan Masalsky.

GB: How’s Masalsky spelled?

JG: M-A-S-A-L-S-K-Y. He was also Lithuanian, | heve.

GB: I see, all right, now -

JG: Probably knew Muskie well, better than | didipably, he’s more his age.

GB: Oh, really, I'll remember that name. Tell méo else did you work with on Jim Oliver’s
staff?

JG: Well, they're right here. This guy is dead n&eon Wallace. Ken Curtis ran our district
office here in Portland. That was me the day weei the office in Portland. And over here we
have, who's this?

GB: Oh, that was written by Roy Whitcomb.

JG: Did you know Roy Whitcomb?

GB: Ididn’'t know him, but he’s been interviewed fbe project.

JG: Ohyeah. Here’s Chip Stockford, he just dietivery long ago, just within the last six
months. He comes from South Portland, Maine, anads down in Washington at the time. So

those were when we were complete, all of the cora@ff. | have lots of pictures of, but |
can’t seem to put my fingers on them, of, there ar@swith me and another worker from



Lewiston, and Ted, was it Ted Kennedy. | think &sned Kennedy. And then there’s another
picture of Bill Hathaway with, | think she was Fagederick from up north, she was national
committeewoman.

And then there was another, there were two or thigeres, and | can’t seem to put my fingers
on them. And | took them to this party for Al Pealse had a 75th birthday party and a 50th
wedding anniversary all at the same time, so | mlbkhese pic--, all our old political pictures
and brought them up there. There was Mark Gartley was secretary of state at the time,
Linwood Ross was secretary of state at one tirnanit even remember all the pictures, a lot
with. . . . Who do we have here, we have Polly Suthat's Mrs. Oliver. This was Ronnie
Wallace’s wife, and she was an intern at Curtig,nane was Curtis, no relation. She came
down as an intern from the University of Maine,l$&lurtis. But isn’t that funny, those are all
that | could dredge up. I've got tons of pictures.

GB: Tell me, do you have, did anything particulanieresting happen when you were
working for Jim Oliver, do you have any little s&s that stand out in your mind from that time?

JG: Ireally can’t think of anything offhand.

GB: Or do you recall, well, tell me, what was tm¥ieonment working for Jim Oliver in
Washington, D.C.?

JG: Itwas, it was a busy place. We had lots ofj kpow, we had lots of letters to answer and
lots of constituent work that we did. He alwaysean with a, it was a pleasant place to work.
He always was friendly and had a great sense obhwo he found a lot of humor in stuff that
we, you know, we really. . . . It was a pleasuradpelown there. But | can remember working a
lot of weekends, too, for some reason or otheforn’'t remember what the, it must have been
either some bill or something that needed a la@ttantion, but | can’t remember what they were,
you know, from this day. But | remember workintea weekends. But by and large it was a
fun time to be down there. It was during the [JyhiHoffa days, too, so that | got to see the
Kennedys firsthand. So it was exciting being tHereause here history was being made, and
there you are, you know, right in the middle ofi, it’s really an exciting place to be at. So we
had some good times, lots of parties.

GB: What were those like, the parties?

JG: Oh, they were fun. Of course, they used tedas Maine people because we never wore
shoes, or something. They thought we, you know,Huaide and buggy up here. 1 think it was
just a joke, though. We used to go to, I'm trytoghink of what that bar was right around the
corner from the Capitol. And it was a Maine conéing they always played the Maine Stein
song whenever we went in there, which was like ewneght.

GB: What song is that?

JG: The Maine song, the Maine Stein song. You neaeard of the Maine Stein song?



GB: 1don’t think | have, no.
JG: How's that go, Aggie.
AC: It goes, $ings), “da-da-da, drink to the raftersnfntelligible phrase).”

JG: (Sings) “Drink to Maine, our alma mater, the college of dats always.” Oh, the Maine
Stein song is very popular, it’s -

AC: (Continuesto sing in background.)

JG: That's like New York, you know, the New Yorkrgpthat they sing. Well, we have the
Maine Stein song.

GB: Oh, wow, that’s interesting.

JG: You never heard of the Maine Stein song, yondtfrom Maine, | can tell you that.
GB: 1, no, | am from Maine, | am from Maine, I'nofn Lewiston.

JG: You're too young.

GB: I must be too young, it must be a generatitima, yeah. Oh, that’s interesting. All
right, so, how long did you work for Jim Oliver?

JG: A short two years. We thought, we were jokisaying come November, whatever that
date was, we’'d be on the outside looking in, amad dlate came and we were on the outside
looking in. And this is a party where right aftee election she greeted all of us at her house
with a crying towel, so that was kind of funny, tlxaas her way of saying, “It's okay, folks.”
GB: And who beat him in that election?

JG: It was a guy by the name of Peter Garland.rRegeland beat him.

GB: Okay, okay, and where did you go from therghat point?

JG: Itwasin 1960, | stayed down there and workedboy | can’t, was it Senator [Claiborne
de Borda] Pell? 1 think | was, | think | workedrf8enator Pell for about six months, | think,
there was, | can’t remember now who it was, buink it was Senator Pell. He was a silk
stocking senator from -

AC: Connecticut?

JG: No, he was from Rhode Island, Newport. Is thatguy?

AC: I'm not sure.



JG: Okay, and it just was different, not, you knawst having a Maine constituency. So I,
after six months | left and | came back to Maine.

GB: Now, I'm going to be showing my ignorance hagain: What's a silk stocking senator?
JG: Well, they were born with a silver spoon.

GB: Oh, okay, I've never heard that term either.

JG: Aha, okay, well.

GB: Allright, | see, | understand, so you camekitacMaine and did what?

JG: | came back to Maine in 1961, let me see,rikhiworked here in Portland. There was a
place called Prosperity, | went to, | think | whe secretary to the chief honcho there. | went in
and | told him, | said, you know, “If you don’t leime it's your loss.” So | was pretty bra-, |
can’t imagine me doing that today, but | did ithse days, | guess. So anyway, and then Ken
Curtis ran for sec-, did he run for governor? WihdtKen Curtis run for? He ran for something
and lost.

GB: Well, he was governor. Oh, when he lost, yeah.

JG: Yeah, he ran for something and lost, and tleegdt to be secretary of state so | went with
him as secretary of state for two years. And wéyrean for governor after that, from the
secretary of state’s office. So then | was ingbeernor’s office for eight years, that was from, |
don’t know, when was it from? Sixty, ‘66 to ‘74uess.

GB: Okay, so that was quite a while. So what welsme about Ken Curtis, as a person and
as a boss.

JG: He was great. | was his personal secretamasl also in charge of having, | quit, oh yeah,
| quit secretary of state’s office and went and meEncampaign out of a hotel right around the
corner from the office. And so | got to, | did #ike thank you notes and all the stuff that you do
in a campaign office. He would go out speaking tresh he’d come back with all these notes
for you to do, so there was a lot of thank you sot&nd he was out all the time, you know,
every night he seemed to be out somewhere. Andh@eron, and then we went into the
governor’s office. And having worked in the campgigknew who all the players were, so that
| knew, and | was pretty much in with the appointilseo commissions. And, of course, once
you're in there people, you know, hound you forthéise different positions that they want, and
so. Severin Beliveau, who was a great, big derggaal Democrat, you're probably going to
interview him at some point.

GB: Yeah, I'm pretty sure he’s been interviewedobef yeah.

JG: Anyway, he tells, at a, we were at Vi Peaséypavout a year ago in York county, and he



tells a story that, he was talking about Vi attihee. And he told the story about when Ken
Curtis was governor, that | had this list in mylkdespeople that did what they did. You know,
whether they helped or didn’t help, or who wasloateam prior to, | think it was Wisconsin,
because that’s, you know, that was like the donemdliat was where you won. And so, he
said, you know, we would pull out a name, and themould say, “Uh-uh, he can’t do that.”
You know, here’s a guy that didn't, wasn’t withhesck in ‘62 or whatever it was, you know, so.
So | had more of a clout, | guess, than | realibad | had.

AC: Ken Curtis told me that you were responsibteiis being, getting to be governor.
JG: Well, he’s probably being kind.

AC: No, he wasn’t. You had people in every towMigine @nintelligible word) on file. And
of course, they were so rumpled anditelligible phrase).

JG: lcanyou, | could tell you in every single town the state of Maine of a person that |
could call and say, “Ken Curtis is coming to towday. Can you get something set up for us?”
And nine times out of ten, you know, he’d have @agreception.

AC: He wasn't kidding, heugintelligible word) it.
GB: Oh, that’s great.

AC: She’d gnintelligible word) stay in the office until midnight seeing that sumody got
thanked and stuff like that.

JG: Yup, it was a fun time, it was a fun. . . .d't)ad a good reign, you know, I've enjoyed
what I've done, and where I've been.

GB: So was it much different working for a govertiwain for a -
JG: A congressman.
GB: For a congressman?

JG: Well, I don’t know, because you're working ttve federal government, and then you've
got the state. | think the state is a little mioi@alized, you know, you don’t, you're more in tune
and in touch with people. | would have these matiseme in to me, you know, in the secretary
of state’s, when | was in secretary of state’sceffiAnd they’d come in because we had charge
of Motor Vehicles. And they’d come in and say, @ty son is a great guy,” you know. He’d
get picked up for OUI or for, you know, speedingrt usually speeding, it was usually for
drinking. And she’d say, “Oh, my son,” you knowhéy’re really taking advantage of him.
What can you do?” And I'd look up his record atisl probably three miles long, so there was
really nothing you could do, you know. We nevere ¢tining Ken Curtis never did was fixed any
tickets or did anything, you know, out of the wigelthat. He was really a square shooter. So he
never would, never would do anything that would) ¥oow, be out of line.



So we had a fun time, you know. Alan Pease was#end he had a great sense of humor, and
it was just, it was just fun to go to work in thadsys. And we weren't as, | think today you
really are, you're really more, what's the worddamt? What's the word | want, Aggie?

AC: What?

JG: Intoday’'s world you're really more -

AC: Well, you're very restricted.

JG: Well, not only restricted but you -

AC: Scrutinized?

JG: Not scrutinized, but today you're really, | d¢athink of the word | want. But anyway,
you're more -

AC: Under the gun?

JG: No, not under the gun, well, in a way you'relenthe gun. But it's not important
anyways, | was just going to make a point.

GB: Is it about the way that politics is run ortjksd of -?

JG: Yeah, the way politics is run. They were, yeere more, you had to, you weren't as, you
weren’t as, | can’t think of the darn word | want.

GB: You're thinking that today you have to be moaeeful about what you say, looking out
for, strategizing and so forth?

JG: Right, right. In those days you were much nuaeefree, | think, and you didn’t have to
worry as much about how you said it or what youl.sdn today’s world, you know, you get
picked up for just about anything you do or say.

GB: And so you think things ran better under treeveay?

JG: Yeah, | think so, right, yup.

GB: |see, so -

AC: There wasn’'t as much bickering.

GB: Wasn't as much bickering?

AC: Idon't think so. Putting other people down.



GB: Huh. Okay, so -

AC: Civilized, (nintelligible phrase), civilized. | think it's horrible today.
GB: So you worked for Ken Curtis until, did you s@g?

JG: Nineteen seventy-four, | think, he got outhtig

GB: And where did you go from there?

JG: Then -

AC: (Unintelligible phrase).

JG: Jim Longley got to be president. He was thé tgde governor, he was the first
independent governor, | guess, in the country. #mdlstayed on with Jim Longley, and he
asked me where | wanted to go. He says, “You canlggever you want to go in state
government.” And | said, “Well, 1 just, I'll go tetate planning office.” They were planning a
Maine, it was some program that was going on tanft even think of the name of it now,
Maine, having to do with resources in Maine, yoownand preserving Maine’s future, | guess,
or something. Some title like that, something Marteuture. Anyway, | went over there, and |
stayed at state planning until they had anothegesozation, and they called it the. . . . | went
over to the Department of Economic Development &&ghartment of something Economic
Development, and | stayed there until | retirecbt @y twenty-five years in ten years ago, and
got out, 1990. So, | had twenty-five years and,s@gle-bye,” and never regr-, just walked out
and had a great time ever since. | said all | e@nd do in my retirement was play golf, and
play tennis, and play bridge, and play poker, dad'$ pretty much what I've been doing since
I've been out. But it's been a good run.

GB: Soin those departments that you were workomgthe -

JG: Department of Economic and Community Developimiat’'s what it was.

GB: Okay, yeah, and before that was state planudiidgyou say?

JG: State planning, right.

GB: We'll start with state planning: what kind ssues did you tackle in state planning?

JG: 1think | headed up, | was doing the A-95 reviey used to ca-, | don’t even think they
have that today, | don’t know. But there was aagdates that had it either before me or after
me, and she’s the dean. | can’t think of her name. | see her name in the papers every now
and then. She’s dean of, | don't know, dean ofetbing at Bates. Anyway, A-95 was a

program that was set up by the federal governmertd.you had to scrutinize projects that came
into the state, and you had to send out a monthiyeekly bulletin to this list, and they would



comment on it. Like, if the federal government veahto build a new post office, that had to go
through A-95 and get cleared, and that kind offstuthink that's what | did there. And then,
when | went over to economic development, commuthétyelopment, they had a federal
program that HUD, Housing and Urban Developmentgegans of money to the states to
revitalize the towns and communities. You knowheitfor facades on your streets, or sewer
lines, or, you know, whatever. So, we would geséhthings in from the towns reque-, you
know, requesting, they’d submit a proposal, and there was a group of people at the planning
office, at the economic development office, thatildago over all of the plans. And they had
criterion that they would, and then they would ahvdrese, you know, these grants to towns.
And they gave out, you know, millions of dollarsstivay. And | was, | pretty much was in the
financial end of that. | kept the financial recoadghat, | pretty much -

GB: Oh, hold on a second.

End of Sde A
SdeB

GB: Allright, so let me ask you, did you have dnsther contact with Ed Muskie after you
had campaigned for him?

JG: Outside of going to, you know, different furmets that, there in Washington, | don't really
think | had very much. Of course, we knew what gledy was doing, but outside of, you
know, his staff, | guess | never had much contattt &d himself.

GB: |see. Did the congressmen and senatorssdtaiin Maine have a lot of contact with
each other? Did they kind of work together a lotWashington?

JG: Pretty much, right, yup, they did.

GB: Isee, | see. And so, what kind of encountesld you have with them? Would you have
to go over to their office and deliver messagekzencl forth, that sort of thing?

JG: 1think they had a, either a weekly or a mopthkeeting, the congressional, the Maine
congressional delegation it was called. | think/theuld probably meet, | don’t know whether

it was weekly or monthly, and go over, you know,ihabusiness. What they would do, the
strategies they would have. But | got the feetimaf they weren’t all that in tune with Jim
Oliver. He really had to work for everything. Heeother two guys, Muskie and Coffin, would
get news releases, like, for nothing. And any tiha Jim Oliver got a news release he really
had to work hard to get it, because, you know, s kind of the pariah of the day, in being, you
know, a, what do they call them, a turncoat, | guasthe time. So, but -

GB: Was he even viewed that way in Maine? Becausss just thinking, how did he get
elected? Was he a credible Democrat in, was heagearcredible Democrairintelligible
word) in Maine?

JG: Yeah, | think so, af-, yes, | think he was. d@tirse, | may be biased in that, | don’t know.



You'd have to ask somebody that wasn't that clodeim. But, and he worked so hard for
Maine. | can’'t even remember some of the stuff lieaworked to do, but he was, oh boy, |
don’'t know. You know who might be a good one onsikia, might be Allen Pease, where he
was a professor at Maine. | don’t know if anydngon’t know if Don Nicoll knew him or not.

GB: His name has come up, both Peases’ names benvewp in his life.

JG: She was very, she was the Democratic chairpestate of Maine, back when Ken Curtis
was running. | remember going to, God, about ewnaglit you’'d go to some affair, you know,
some Democratic function that was going on. Youl@go out every night, | think.

GB: Oh really, what kind of functions were those?
JG: Usually when they were running for whateveiaafithey were running for.
GB: |Isee, | see. And they would have, hold, whey tsocial functions?

JG: Yeah, they were, you'd call them a social fiortt They were more or less trying to get
the people excited, | guess, about whatever thatietewas that particular time. You’d get there
first with your buttons and put, especially if ybad competition, put buttons on people, you
know, before the next guy got there.

GB: So have you been involved in any other camzaign

JG: Notreally. Joe Brennan, we did a little bite had a party down at, Mary Bartlett was a
schoolteacher here, she just died this past FeprBat she had a party for Joe Brennan. And |
don’t think we had one for Tom Allen. But we wer@ryg to have one this year and she passed
away, so we didn’t do it. But outside of Joe Bramnl don’t think so. | think we worked for Joe
Brennan, and we did a little bit for Tom Allen aupde of years ago.

GB: | see, okay, now, | wanted to touch upon Liamier again. How well did you know
her?

JG: | knew her when she was running. When sheaandngress we used to meet up with
each other, because we were running. | don’t knbstier that was Jim Oliver’s, was that ‘587

GB: I'm not sure.

JG: It could have been ‘58, | don’'t know. Becaussed to see her, boy, some of these places
are far reaching. They're in no man’s land, anddiadivays meet somewhere. So, she was a
pretty smart cookie as | remember, but she was@der than I, so | really didn’t, you know, |
didn’t socialize or anything with her. But, | remien her as, you know, as one of the titular
heads of the Democratic Party in Maine. But, dddée her, you know, I'd see her at all these
functions, and she knew who | was, of course, ahdpurse, | knew who she was. But outside

of that, | don’t think, | can just remember seeley at different functions. And people that she
would have with her. | don’t, | don’t know, I ttknl went to a, | think she took me to a tea once



at the Blaine House. God, that's so many moond &ga’t even remember who, what it was for.
But, yeah, she was a force in those days.

GB: What was she like personally? What was hergoexgy?

JG: She was smart, she was very smart. She wastbiligemember when she was running,
she, she was going to stop because she had, sheom@one had, she was offered some money,
and the money didn’t come through. So, she wasggmirstop campaigning because, you know,
you need money to run. And so, | don’t remembe¥,rhoney must have come in, because she
continued. But she was, | think she had, you kreiwe, was, | don’t know, | really can’t speak

too too much about it, because | wasn’t really thase to her, you know. | just kind of knew her
from afar.

GB: Now, do you recall when she passed away? Becaawe been trying to locate her
obituary, and we’re not sure exactly where to look.

JG: Oh boy, no, but there’s Cormiers up in Rumfirat could probably. . . . She still has
relatives, | think, in Rumford. So, I think if ydaoked up the Cormier family in Rumford, or,
who would know up there? That would be a goodegmtojor either the state rep. up there or
whoever the senator is, to get that informationyfaur. |1 think they could eke that out
somewhere.

GB: I see, now, the Rumford community: have youndesck up to Rumford a lot since you
lived there?

JG: Not too much, no. | really, once my parentsspdon it’s. . . . | still have a house up
there, but | don’t get up there very often.

GB: Has the community changed a lot?
JG: Oh, I think so. I think it's gone downhill at]d think -
GB: Oh really, how so?

JG: Well, the main street is like, you probably ddmow Berlin, New Hampshire, but when
Berlin, the Brown Company went out in Berlin, NewaHpshire it was a ghost town. And |
don’t know as you’d call Rumford a ghost town yaif, you know, there’s a lot of buildings that
are unoccupied. And the town, you know, downtowdisgjraceful, | think. It looks, you know,

it looks pretty cruddy.

AC: (Uninteligible phrase).

JG: Oh,is it Wal-Mart, or some, there’s a big, Bial-Mart or something coming into Mexico
that’s going to be hiring a lot of people, so timty do something to spruce it up a little bit. It
may help a little bit, | don’t know. And you knadvewiston, God, Lewiston’s store fronts are as
bad as Rumford, | think.



GB: Well, I was going to say, those Wal-Mart typages can be wolves in sheep’s clothing
sometimes.

JG: That's true.

GB: They can sometimes do more harm than good biyngumoney away from the local
economy, the “ma and pa” operations.

JG: Exactly, that's true.

GB: Il move on because I'm not here to give myrapns, so. Something just came to mind
that | wanted to ask you. You were growing up, ¢sgj early, very early in your upbringing, in
the Depression. Was that felt in Rumford? Did ges that, was that visible to you?

JG: No, we were poor, but we really didn’t knovb@cause we had plenty of food. You know,
they had big gardens in those days so that we alasyvery well, you know, the Italians always
had the pasta and, you know, the big Sunday dinaatk . . . So, as far as the economy, you
know, it didn’t, | didn’t even know it was going pyou know. So | would have to say it was
negative.

GB: Sure. Did it take a toll on the mill that ykoow of?

JG: | can’t answer that, | don’t know.

GB: Now, what was the environment like in RumfoBEtause | know there was a lot of
pollution coming from the mill; were you aware bat when you were growing up?

JG: Ohyes, indeed, my, the car. ... We livegljéss you would say, heading south, so that
the wind blew down toward our house and there Waayes a white soot on the car from the
sulphur in the mills.

GB: Oh, really?

JG: Oh, sure. And that was a big thing of Ed Ma&kiof course, is the water and air bills
that he passed when he was in the congress.

GB: Do you think that’s gotten better in Rumfordce then?

JG: Oh, yes, that plus the water, too, right, ob ineleed.

AC: Doesn't have that sulphur smell.

JG: Right, doesn’'t have the sulphur smell. Andraguelly, the, | think the soot left. Of

course, | don’'t know what’s happened today, becatseen’t been there for three years or so.
But at least it was, they were cleaning it up whess there, so that was a good thing. Mr.



Clean, you know, was what he was known as.
GB: Do you think that's, as far as you've seent’shiais major legacy?

JG: 1think so, | think that was a big part ofright. | didn’t hear George Mitchell's speech so
| don’t know, you guys probably have a copy ofnt kure. Let me think, | can’t even think

back then, but that was, | think that was a big phit. |1 don’t know whether he had anything to
do with, with reorganization of federal governmennot. | don’t know what, whether he had
anything to do with that. | can’t really rememibaick then. I'm at the senior stage now where
you, you know, you call it “senior moments” wheruyforget. So whatever happened happened,
and | can’t really recall.

GB: Well, he did work with intergovernmental retats and government operations.

JG: Yeah, | guess that was, yes, that was probhabst. And of course, he, | think he was
probably on the fisheries thing, too, at the timddl. the Maine people, | think, eventually started
on that or something. They think they’re, | dommiokv, | don’t know why, but.

GB: Now, working for all these Maine politiciansdd/ou hear them talk about Ed Muskie?
Was Ed Muskie kind of really there, did they notigen a lot, or did you get a sense of their

opinions of his work as a senator?

JG: Oh sure, I think he was the titular head ofghety for a long time, you know. Whenever
they had Democratic functions he was always, yaawmkmumber one, always there.

GB: I see, all right. One more thing about Rumfgal mentioned that your father was a
staunch Democrat. Were there a lot of Democraiuimford back then, do you know?

JG: Oh sure, sure, sure.

GB: There were, okay.

JG: There was always a Rumford, Rumford was alveaysll town and a Democratic town.
GB: So it was one of those early Democratic strotash

JG: Yup, yup, like Biddeford is, and your countpda_ewiston, as in Lewiston in the
Androscoggin County.

GB: Isee. | guess one more thing, do you, cantlyimk of anyone in Rumford who you knew
who would have known the Muskie’s fairly well ineticommunity? You gave me the name Jean
Pialock.

JG: Jean Pialock, yeah, she worked for him. Syetsger than | am, so she, | mean, she
would have that perspective of just working for hmAashington. I’'m trying to think of who,
God, they're probably half, probably all dead. ©you get talking about, of course you know



when you get to be seventy and eighty, those arérties when it’s twilight years. | don’t know
whether Stan Masalsky would, | don’t know whethemould, he was around his era I think.
He’s the only name that | can think of. But thatud be a name to contact, | think, Stan
Masalsky. And | don’t know, oh, Harold McQuade.

GB: Oh yeah, I've heard that name, J. Harold Mc@uad

JG: Right, yup, J. Harold, that’s right. In fatthink he was the one that was the instigator of
the -

GB: The memorial. Yeah, that was his project.

JG: So I'm sure Harold, and he has a big mo-, hetweB.U. with my brother, so | know he
has a big mouth, | know Harold very well. And resla daughter down here that owns Inn By
the Sea. So he’s, Harold’s, he’s a good guy.

GB: Could you tell me about him, what did he déhie Rumford community?

JG: Harold McQuade ran a, he ran an insurance bssiand a travel agency up there. He was,
you know, he was one of the prominent people irdka, good looking guy and had a big

mouth and was, you know, everybody knew him. Attdrik he went off to jail for income tax
evasion at one time.

GB: Oh really?

JG: Yeah, but he, you know, | don’t think that wasy long. And | don’t think that was any
stigma to him, | don’t know. You know, | don’t, bd’t think it bothered Harold too much. |
don’t really know that, but we all, he was a likkaguy, you know, we all liked him. And
where he, you know, knew my brother it was, youknioknew him a little bit better probably
than some people.

But | went up to Rumford, asked him for a job is msurance and real estate. | guess | was a
real estate broker at the time, | had a real ebtatese, and what he wanted to pay me was dog
wages. And | said, “I don’t think so, Harold.” Ydémow, so, so | don’t think I, that was my
encounter with him in the work thing. But alsoddim sure he’s still around there so, because
he just, you know, | haven’t been up there, butsume he’s still, | don’t know whether he goes
to Florida for winter, a lot of that crew does.

GB: Now, he must have known Muskie, I'd imaginerlyawell to have headed up all these
memorial projects for him.

JG: Sure, oh sure. George Mitchell would know nmadghe people that he would know. He
would be a good contact. | don’t know how Georg&hell and Don Nicoll, | don’t know what
their thing is there, whether there was any, | gsvlt that Don was jealous when George
Mitchell came into Muskie’s office. | don’t knowat for sure. | just, | kind of sensed that
because | don't think it was long after that, amduld be wrong with this, but | think it wasn’t



too long after that that Don Nicoll left the offie@d George kind of took over as the top man
there. But | could have, you know, that could &leé information I'm giving you, | don’t know
that. But | always felt that there was, you kntivere was a feeling there between the two of
them. And they could be the best of friends fot khow, | don’t know that, you know, it’s just
something that stuck in my craw for -

GB: Did you know George Mitchell when he was wogkior Muskie?

JG: Oh sure, sure. George Mitchell used to wriem KCurtis’ speeches just about, or at least
edit them when he was running for governor. Gewas, yeah, very close friend.

GB: Could you tell me about him?
JG: Tell you about George Mitchell?
GB: Yeah.

JG: Bright, he was a bright guy. | don’t know, wiedse do you want to know about George?
Do you want some dirt about George, you want thedgstuff?

GB: Anything you @nintelligible phrase) | put on the record, you know.

JG: No, George is a good guy. He’s done the sibkéaine proud, you know. He’s Muskie’s,
what do you call them, underneath?

GB: Successor, or?

JG: Yeah, whatever, and George is always thereytar know, he did his homework and paid
his dues, you know, and he’s a good guy. He'sharaine that's done Maine proud, you know,
he’s just been a, been an active Democrat, anddog's a lot of good for the state.

GB: Allright. Now, the Democratic Party, you'vedn involved in the Democratic Party for
several decades, so, have you seen any philosbphigeganizational changes in the party in
that time?

JG: It'sreally hard to say because I've been duhe party for a long time now. | haven't
really been active. | haven't, it's hard to sajydt, you know, what | read in the paper is about
all there is, so it's hard for me to envision wkajoing on today, in today’s world. | just, | kind
of got out of it and said, “Okay, let the, you knayo out to pasture and let the young kids
handle it now, you know, you had your turn.” Séirld of just sit in the background and watch
what’s going on.

GB: How about for the time that you were involveder that time period, did you see any
major changes?

JG: Hmmm. What do you think, Aggie?



AC: 1think the basic principles have, certainlyhat time, remained very much the same, you
know, helping the less well off, and social progsastuff like that.

JG: Can you hear her?

GB: Yeah, oh yeah, | can hear. | see.

JG: So | guess things probably hadn’t changedrthath. The only thing that changes is the
people in the, you know, that are running the oizions. But outside of that, | think, | think
the philosophy and everything remains pretty miehsame as it has throughout the ages.
GB: Isee, well -

JG: That's why I'm a Democrat, you know.

GB: All right, well, I'm done with my questions, so you have any final remarks you'd like
to make, anything you’d like to add or emphasize?

JG: What do you think, Aggie, what can we say? &agut the Democratic Party or Muskie
or anybody, anything?

AC: You said it all.

JG: Saiditall? We haven't said very much. Aggils the story, when we lived in Augusta
that -

AC: | told him about that.

JG: Oh, did you tell him?

GB: Want to say it again, though, we can put ittentape?

AC: Oh, about the cat?

GB: Sure, sure, if you'd like to put it on the tageghought that was a funny story.

AC: Let me see if | can get my thoughts togetiMuskie came to the house to wait for an
affair that was taking place very close to it.

JG: And to have a drink. I'm sure there were dsiimkvolved, always drinks involved. We
don’t talk about that.

AC: Anyway, he chose a chair that my white catdils her very own. So, when he stood up
to go, to leave the apartment, he was coveredwlite hairs. And so | rushed over and said,
“Wait just a minute.” And | went into the closetdagot the vacuum cleaner out and as he was



getting ready to go | was vacuuming his back asddgs and whatnot.

GB: That was a good story. Now, what’s your nam&am, so that | can get it on here?
AC: Aggie Cornely, C-O-R-N-E-L-Y.

GB: N-E-L-Y, all right.

AC: Nobody knows me, though.

GB: Well, that's a good story, so thank you. Andi'ye now on here and part of the Ed
Muskie history. All right, so I think that’s, yohink that's a good way to end it?

JG: Good, sure.
GB: All right, well, thank you very much.

End of Interview
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