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Transcript

Nick Christie: This is an interview with Dominic Gacetta on divth, 2001 at the Muskie
Archives. The interviewer is Nick Christie. MraGetta, would you please state and spell your
full name?

Dominic Gacetta: Dominic Gacetta, D-O-M-I-N-I-C, G-A-C-E-T-T-A.

NC: And where and when were you born?

DG: In Rumford, Maine on November 2nd, 1928.

NC: How long did you live in Rumford?

DG: Through graduation from high school in '46.

NC: And from there youwent ... ?

DG: | was inthe Marine Corps for two years, anchite MCI [Maine Central Institute] for



one year, and was a student at Bates and gradnd&i
NC: Now, going back to Rumford, what were your pésenames?

DG: My father's name was Dominic; my mother's navas Clorinda, C-L-O-R-I-N-D-A.
Both came from Italy.

NC: First generation?
DG: Yes.
NC: And where did they work?

DG: My father worked in the mill, and my mother wed at home, and eventually they
bought a combination store and restaurant in Runfor

NC: When you say the mill, which mill are you -?

DG: There was only one mill in Rumford.

NC: Oxford Paper?

DG: Oxford Paper, yeah.

NC: Did you ever end up working in that mill?

DG: |sure did. Worked there in high school, dgrihe war years. They needed help and
guite a few of us getting out of high school abwd-thirty would go to the mill to work the
three to eleven, three to eleven shift.

NC: And you worked there pretty much all througgthschool, or?

DG: |think it was after | turned fifteen, which wid have been my, maybe my junior year.
NC: What did you do at the mill?

DG: A good part of the time | worked on the woodpiWe would, they had the four foot
length logs that had to be thrown on a conveyedrdyghrown into the pool to be processed
through the chippers, and then eventually comesuytaper.

NC: So it was heavy manual labor?

DG: Yeah, it was.

NC: Now what was high school, you went to whatp8&n's High School?



DG: Stephen's High, yeah.

NC: What was that like?

DG: Well, actually there were two schools | went ithe neighborhood school was
MacDonald School, | went there from kindergartenotigh seventh grade, and the high school,
it included eighth grade right through the senighh

NC: So that was a Catholic, that's public -

DG: That was the public high school.

NC: That's public high school. Now, you went,46 ‘you said you went to the Marine Corps.
DG: Yes.

NC: What made you, what -?

DG: | was seventeen and | knew eventually | wowaldento serve, so | enlisted for two years.
NC: And where did you go with them?

DG: Not too far.
NC: No?

DG: | wanted to go further. | went to, basic traghwas Parris Island, South Carolina, and
then from there to Camp Lejeune, North Carolina.

NC: And that's where you spent out the rest of ywauvice?

DG: Yes.

NC: Now how did you end up at Bates?

DG: When | got out of MCI, a friend of mine hadeaitied there. Are you familiar with MCI?
NC: No.

DG: Maine Central Institute in Pittsfield, Main#'s, it was originally set up along the lines of
being a prep school for Bates. And when | was @l Me dean of students and his wife, the

dean of the faculty and his wife were both Bateslgrand the dean of students was a Bates grad.
And Milt Lindholm was the director of admissionsevpart-time coached and taught at MCI,

and they were in constant communication with thaiadions office here. And there were

several of us that left MCI to attend Bates. AlmbaDean Harry Rowe was chairman of the
trustees at Bates while | was there.



NC: He was also a dean at MCI?

DG: He was chairman of the trustees. He was tha déthe faculty here at Bates.
NC: Did you come here with a specific major in nind

DG: No, | didn't.

NC: And what did you end up majoring in?

DG: | majored in economics.

NC: Economics. Do any particular professors stautdn your memory of your education at
Bates?

DG: Yeah, some of them particularly, John Willissime of the top teachers, and another one
was Ray Kendall, psychology. Dr. Willis, by theywégaught Cultural Heritage. You're not
familiar with that.

NC: No.

DG: That's what made, separated Bates from the otitleges, | think. That was one of the
top programs of any college in the country. It wagen by all juniors and seniors for four
semesters, and there were three profs that taughtal heritage. Now, the other professor was
John Donovan, who was a government professorink tie later worked in Washington with
the, in one of the federal offices down there.

NC: Can you tell me a little bit about what Johmbwan was like personally?

DG: John was a teacher and he was a person. [f&tine was the first one that, | was taking
government in his class and he was the first oaegbinted out that one of the strongest
Democrats in the state of Maine was a lawyer inaNélte named Muskie. And soon after that
Muskie came on the scene as one of the top Densocrat

NC: So that must have been in '52 or '53 he wagsgdlyat.

DG: Fifty-one or two, yeah.

NC: But what was the cultural heritage program &bou

DG: Cultural heritage started from the beginningiroe with all the arts and sciences, and it
moved right up through to the present day. | waprsse that they discontinued that here,
because that to me was one of the great coursewdlsaoffered. And it wasn't, it was, it had to

be taken by all students regardless of their major.

NC: You said it dealt with the arts quite a bit?



DG: With arts and sciences.

NC: Now, you graduated in '53. Where did you ganth

DG: For a couple of years | taught school, and thgt into sales.

NC: Where?

DG: |taught in Readfield, a little town outsideAuigusta. And while | was there, (I taught
seventh and eighth grades, and it was maybe tifteen minutes from Augusta) and while |
was there | took a group of seventh and eighthegsatb the State House in Augusta to sit in on
one of their sessions. And while we were therecteas a strong Democratic lady named Lucia
Cormier. Lucia was an English teacher at Steplvemésn | was there, and she retired the year
that | graduated and she got into politics. And Blard the announcement that | was there with
a class of students, and she approached me andlia#ike kids would enjoy meeting the,
Governor Muskie at the time, so she arranged te loav class go through his office and he
shook hands with all the students, and I'm surewia the highlight of their day.

NC: Wow. Lucia Cormier?

DG: Cormier, C-O-R-M-I-E-R.

NC: Did you maintain contact with her ever again?

DG: No, I never had her as a teacher, but | knawdoening from a small town you know all
the teachers in the school.

NC: Right. What was your initial reaction on magtMuskie?

DG: Actually, I, in Rumford | got to know his fathavho was one of the top tailors, had a
good tailor business on the island in Rumford. IWé=pected and a dignified man in the
community. Everyone loved his father.

NC: Who was also first generation.

DG: |think he was, | think so.

NC: From Poland. Your parents, you said, moveth bbthem moved here from Italy.
DG: Yes, they did.

NC: Do you know why they moved to Rumford?

DG: |think the paper mill was a big attractioneyhwere looking for means of employment
and between the paper mill and the railroad | tmdst of the people that came from Europe,



that's where they ended up working.

NC: Did your dad work at the woodpile as well, or?

DG: No, but he worked, he had other jobs insidentiie I'm not sure what he did. The
woodpile served two purposes: we wanted to getitiondd for football, and we needed the
extra money to, we could get by working there.

NC: You mean, conditioned by the heavy work youergwing.

DG: My senior year we won, we were state chamgsatball my senior year. And everyone
either worked on the woodpile or had some jobs elieey were working, either cutting wood
or working in that department somewhere.

NC: | bet everyone got strong quick.

DG: That's right, yeah.

NC: Now, the area that you grew up in, was thatd_italy in Rumford, or?

DG: Yes, they were all Italians. And all of theran@, came over from Italy. They all owned
their own home, there were never any disciplindfenms; discipline was always handled within
the home. Never was concerned about seeing amepars around and sheriff's cars because it
was very peaceful and well disciplined.

NC: Was ltalian spoken?

DG: Yes, and one family in particular, they, thdswere never allowed to speak English in
the home. Which in a way was good, because thaiMfeéoday speaks very fluent Italian.

NC: | bet.

DG: And | wish I did.

NC: Do you speak any. or?

DG: lunderstand. | speak very little; | understangood part of it.
NC: Now, Rumford's sort of split up along ethnioels.

DG: Yup.

NC: With Virginia, and Stickytown and so on. Casuyexplain how that all breaks down for
me?

DG: Well, | grew up in what's called Smith Crossirgs on the way into Rumford from here,



and there's one area where every family up there Wtaians. Stickytown, well we had many
different nationalities, and most people went ® @atholic Church, St. Athanasius. There was
also a French church there at the time, there twayechurches which have now been combined
into one, was, St. Athanasius was for the Irishthiedtalians and the Polish, and then the St.
John's is a French church, it still exists.

NC: Now St. John's and St. Athanasius, it's theesam

DG: |It'sjust one, yeah. They come, actually tlusy, one's around the corner from the other.
NC: Would you say that it was predominantly a Fretaavn, Rumford, or?

DG: Probably a little more leaning towards the Erethan the others, but there were a lot of
Irish, there were a lot of Polish, there were aofdtalians and a lot of the French came down
from Canada.

NC: How was the relations would you say between, the Irish and the Italians?

DG: Never seemed to be any conflict that | knewE¥eryone seemed to meld into a good
relationship with all of them.

NC: Including the French?

DG: Yeah.

NC: Would you say that your, was your family paidily active, or?

DG: No, they weren't.

NC: Butthey were, were they Democrats, or?

DG: Back then | don't think the political partieattered to much to any of them. They all
worked, they earned their own way, and they weteaking for any handouts. And everyone
owned their own home. And, so we lived more os lesmfortably. Not, no problem, you
know, not with the amount of wealth and all, butndortably and they weren't looking for the

government for anything.

NC: So you don't remember Rumford as having a healitical atmosphere really at all,
when you were growing up?

DG: Not that | recall.

NC: Now, by the time you made it to Bates, did yawe a political, any sort of political
leaning?

DG: Notreally, I wasn't too strong into any party.



NC: Did you feel like at Bates there was a polltieay political tension or movement?
DG: No, I didn't, I didn't feel any while | was leer

NC: Now, after you, you said you taught for a cewptars in Readfield?
DG: Readfield.

NC: Just outside of Augusta.

DG: Yeah, it's maybe thirty, forty minutes from éer

NC: And you were teaching the students probabldiéikrent subjects?
DG: Yeah.

NC: Okay, now you taught there for a few years theth where did you go?
DG: Then | accepted a job in sales with GeneralsMil

NC: Was that a management position, or?

DG: No, | was selling the grocery products, | cegeparts of Maine and parts of New
Hampshire.

NC: And your, like where was your home base, widgte/ou -?

DG: We worked out of Lewiston and Auburn. And euaitly | was transferred to Barre,
Vermont.

NC: That central Vermont, or?

DG: Barre's in the central part of the state, yeah.

NC: How long were you in Lewiston for?

DG: |think it was '56 that | started with themgddrieft in '63.

NC: So you were in Lewiston for seven years.

DG: Sixty-three or four, then | went to Vermont four years.
NC: What part, did you, was your home in Lewistonin Auburn?

DG: Lived in Auburn, then we built a home in Lewist



NC: You built a home in Lewiston.
DG: Yes.

NC: Around Bates, or -?

DG: Maybe a mile from here is, behind Pettengith@au there were two dead end streets, and
they put in a new street to connect them, and Ithadirst home there. Called Richmond
Avenue; | don't know if you're familiar with it.

NC: | know the area though. What was, what dongsaember of Lewiston while you were
living here?

DG: | remember the downtown being vibrant, | remenmnthe, it seemed to have much more
life than it has. And all the stores were filleahd people congregated in town, they did all their
shopping. But with the malls over in Auburn, evbigg's changed.

NC: I'm trying to remember my history, Lewistontie late fifties, early sixties, in terms of
the mills, there were still a few, some of them evstill -

DG: Most of them were still here. The Bates Miiswstrong, a lot of your shoe factories were
still here.

NC: So you feel it was more, more the malls in Auldlhan the closing of the mills that's
really put Lewiston nintelligible word).

DG: Well, a combination.
NC: A combination.

DG: 1 would like to see Lewiston adopt some of plodicies that they had in Burlington,
Vermont. Are you familiar [with] up there? Burjton's the largest city in Vermont, and on the
main street, | think it's called Church Streetytbtocked off the last one or two blocks in the
city and they put in an underground mall and thlegy stopped all traffic for those last two, one
or two blocks. And to supply the stores, all ttadfic had to go around to the back of the stores,
but the cobblestone streets up there attractaf jotople. They have, during the summer they
have the sidewalk restaurants and the sidewalkagisf clothing and things. And, it's
something that Lewiston could very much use.

NC: It's almost hard to know where to start in Lsiam.

DG: Well, itis hard to know. But I've told mangaple, | think there's one thing that could
happen that would revitalize downtown LewistorL..if. Bean were to put in a store on the main
floor where Peck's is, they're using the top fldoosn other business, but if they put in a retalil
store | think you'd see all the stores up and dbiwhon Street get filled in a hurry. L.L. Bean
has a way of attracting customers from everywhere.



NC: Yup. So you lived here for seven years doalgswith General Mills. Before | move on
to when you went to Vermont, politically, in Lewast, did you get a feeling for what the general
feelings of the citizens were here?

DG: John Donovan ran for Congress, | believe, andd disappointed to see him lose,
because knowing him as | did, | thought he wouldehzeen a great man to represent us down
there.

NC: He would have been a strong Democrat.

DG: Yes, yeah. Other than that, | really didntttge involved with the other candidates.

NC: Now, then you want to Barre, Vermont.

DG: Yeah.

NC: And you continued to do sales work there.

DG: Yes, | did.

NC: And how long did you live there?

DG: | was there four years, and then | left andtvaenvn the coast. | ran the poverty
programs for Knox County, out of Rockland, Main&/e had the Head Start Program,
Neighborhood Youth Corps, we had the Home Healtlgam, and | started a surplus foods
program on a countywide basis, and -

NC: This is all non-profit work.

DG: Right. Thisis, these are the poverty progragtaip by the government, for the
government down there.

NC: And what years are we talking about?

DG: | believe that was '67 and '68.

NC: Of those four you just mentioned, you were nuissely related to the surplus, or?

DG: Iran, | had a manager for each of the programd | ran the over all department.

NC: You directed the managers, okay. Can yourelabout Head Start?

DG: Yeah, well it was fairly new at that, we hadysnof our teachers were regular classroom

teachers in public schools, and I think they weedtp well organized. And at the time, | don't
know if you're familiar with it, but we had to go the different schools and get them to allow us



to use the classrooms, and that would be counteartts the amount of money they were getting
from the federal government. It was a pretty gpamgram, well run, and eventually, there was
no program in Lincoln County, | was in Knox Countlyat's Rockland, plus | had, Lincoln was
the next county up where Boothbay Harbor is, amds asked to see if they could use a Head
Start there. So we had people who surveyed tleeaare we did come up with two classrooms
of students for Head Start in Boothbay Harbor ak we

NC: What was the main objective of the Head Stagam?

DG: The main objective then was to take preschealdro came from the lower income
groups, and provide them with learning the basnckgetting along with people. Not so much
learning their ABCs or that, but getting along wpiople and teaching them how to work, and |
think more or less trying to get them on a regatdredule so that when they did get into the
public schools they'd have an idea of what to etxpec

NC: More of a social program than an educationadjam.
DG: Yeah.
NC: Now, what about the Neighborhood Youth?

DG: Thatwas a good program. There was a fell@ad,dagood man running that department
and he, they provided jobs for some of the low medkids. And we also used them eventually,
when | started the Surplus Foods program, they weeod, it helped us, the Surplus Foods
program was on a countywide basis, and what thauated to is we'd get these supplies
through the federal government and then we'd néglige them to the thirteen, | think there were
thirteen towns in the area. And we had a, we medpdace where, in each town, where the
people would go and pick up their surplus foodsid Ahen we tied in the University of Maine
Extension Service, they would show some of the |eelpw to use some of the surplus foods
that were provided for them.

NC: And this wasn't connected to food stamps.

DG: Food stamps, no, we had nothing to do with fe@einps. But to set this program up | had
to get, | went to each of the town or city managerd got their signed approval so that were
given authority to distribute food in the townsnddusually there was a centrally located church
that was looking for, to help out the program. Wéat out well.

NC: You'd use the church as the distributing point?

DG: Yeah, the distribution center. When that pangmwas going well, | got a call one winter,
a winter | was there, from the island about an lafiiIRockland, Vinalhaven. The
superintendent of schools called and he wondere@ ifould bring the program over there.
During the winter, he said, a lot of the fisherna@an't working and their kids aren't eating as
well as they should, and he thought that would di@dgso we managed to get free passes
through the Maine Ferry Association and went up setcup a program in Vinalhaven, which



worked out well.

NC: It was needed there.

DG: Yes,itwas.

NC: Generally speaking, you found that the FoogBisrprogram was successful?

DG: Yeah. Everyone had to be certified to collgoty know, to collect the surplus foods; it

was for the low income families. | should tell yovhile | was there [I had] my first experience
with George Mitchell. He called me one day, he Wadsgone around to the drug stores and, the
low income people, in the winter time, it's toughtbem. They, some of them are fishermen and
they had no income, so | arranged with severai@fdrug stores in the area to provide drugs at a
discounted price. And George Mitchell called fraviaterville. This was before he gotinto.. . ..
And he said, “I'm calling from Waterville,” and La¥iere's, who owned a chain of drug stores,

| don't know if you're familiar with them, they oed a chain of drug stores, very successful in
Waterville and they were close to the, Senator MuskVell they talked to him about it, and

they felt that they would be losing business beeaisome of these . . . . So George Mitchell
asked what | was doing. And I told him, | saideV®ral of the drug stores have offered to give a
ten percent discount for any low income familieaid | said, “LaVerdiere's certainly entitled

to do the same.” And that was the end that | h&ard them.

NC: Yeah, | would think almost equally as importastfood is drugs.

DG: That's right, yeah.

NC: Pretty expensive, especially now. | don't kriawv, | know you get disability in Maine
now within two years, you start good health canedbi¢s, but other than that it's just pretty hard.
So you worked with these programs for -?

DG: | was only there a year and a half.

NC: Avyear and a half. How did you jump into thad,this non-profit work?

DG: Well, this was new, they were just setting lupste countywide community action
program directors, and | thought it would be ingtirey so | gave it a try. But after a year and a
half | was convinced that | should be back in satesasn't my preference. And | was getting
calls from Vermont so eventually | went back, andrsafter that | was called by Scott Paper
and | worked for them in Vermont until | retired.

NC: What was your specific job at Scott Paper Campa

DG: |traveled the state of Vermont, New Hampstare] for a while, parts of upstate New

York in sales. | sold the grocery wholesalers emwkered some of the stores up there, the
biggest stores.



NC: So Scott Paper Company, it's the distributiomgany? Or it's a -?

DG: They were a paper manufacturer at the timey, Weze probably the biggest towel
manufacturer in the country.

NC: Where were their factories?

DG: It's headquarters are in Philadelphia. Theofées, they had one in the Hudson, Fort
Edward, New York, the main factory that suppliedsinaf the east coast was in Chester,
Pennsylvania just south of Philly, had one in MepAlabama, they had one in Evans,
Washington, and smaller ones throughout the country

NC: And you started working for them in what yegaia?

DG: Probably about 1970, '71.

NC: Nineteen seventy-one. So, around '70, justratdhat exact time, Senator Muskie and
some of, and much of the national legislature wea&ing new rules about how companies, such
as paper mills, could run their business.

DG: That's right.

NC: Did you see that effect take place in any way?

DG: Yeah, yes|did. Atthe time they, | didniinththey spelled out the requirements as
clearly as they should have, and | think some ef ttaturally all the paper companies had their
representatives down in Washington trying to fimdl fvow do we comply with what they're
looking for. And they did the best they couldhink, to comply with the regulations.

NC: So you felt that the paper companies wantedieian up?

DG: Sure they did, yeah. One thing | don't thirskny people realize, at the time when | was
with Scott; they used to plant more trees every {fg&n they cut down.

NC: Really? So environmentally conscious.

DG: That's right.

NC: Do you feel that might have been unique to tSeaper Company, or generally speaking?
DG: | have a feeling they all did that.

NC: Do you have any idea of how that cleaning pssagorked out in Rumford?

DG: No, ldon't, I.... Likelsaid, | left Rdord at seventeen, and I'd go back to visit the
family but really never lived there after that. tBm sure that it has cleaned up quite a bit. |



don't know if you're familiar with the, there wasideo made, it was a doctor that passed away
two weeks ago up there, Dr. Eddie Martin, did yapgen to see that in the paper?

NC: |don't think so.

DG: Dr. Martin, he was a year ahead of me in higtosl, he went touhintelligible word)

and | went to Stephen's, and he went to Colby, kieewent to University of Vermont, and he
was concerned about the amount of cancer in ttee aad | wasn't living there, so | don't know
all the details, but | did see a video that wasenaad | think it was called something like
"Cancer Valley" and it showed some of the cancéepts as they were being treated during the
bad parts of their lives, and | think he was, Darlh was, felt that a lot of the patients he
treated, that this could have been part of thelprob

NC: (Unintelligible phrase) a lot of it was connected in Rumford to the noli?

DG: Idon't know, I'm just quoting what he saide passed away two weeks ago; very popular
man up there.

NC: Awful to think that.

DG: | remember seeing the video. I'm sure someprthere would have a copy of it.

NC: Probably a good chance Don Nicoll may havedeéit as well, he's -

DG: Probably, yeah.

NC: Now we touched on this briefly, but going backhe Scott Paper Company, specifically
with pulp and paper waste, now the company as dewkiou said generally people felt that it
was a good direction to go in in cleaning that 8wt did you get a feeling for just, say, your
colleagues in general, their attitude towards tiileb@ing employment versus environment?
DG: Actually, I was on the road, | was in Vermondd wasn't connected with any of the
mills or the, you know, the mill employees. I'eesbem at meetings on occasion, but | was
alone and | covered two or three states, and vee/d maybe meetings several times a year
down in Philly, but other than that | never got feel for what goes on inside the mill.

NC: You were on the road so much?

DG: Yeah.

NC: Do you feel that your, when you were at Bayesir economics major played a big part
in...?

DG: Yes, | do.

NC: What would be the direct connection?



DG: Well, we had some good profs at the time.rd¢éb all the names, but | had no idea what
goes on in the business world until | started tgldame of those courses. | also took, did a
minor in education, which | thought we had a geshication department then as well.

NC: Socially, what was Bates like while you weredte

DG: When | was here we only had seven hundredifigcsfudents. We had to attend chapel
three days a week. Today you couldn't get theestuithvolvement in that. But | thought, and
everyone seemed to be very compatible, everyonalgog well and | could see no problems
with anything going on here at that time. You kndley were quite a bit more restricted than
they are today, but | think that was true throudtiba country.

NC: Right. And you said Dean Lindholm -?

DG: Milt Lindholm?

NC: Yeah, Lindholm, he worked, he was here, or he W

DG: He was the one that accepted us, he was direicmimissions for years.

NC: Do you remember him personally?

DG: Yes, I do.

NC: Can you tell me a little bit more about him? or

DG: Well, the best way to tell you is last montsus of the MCI alumni magazine, there was
a big, did you happen to see it? There was a bigwp, two-page article on him. | don't have
it, someone borrowed it, but when | get it badkofing it in; very interesting, and a very
professional person. Well loved by the whole sttd@dy. | think he turns ninety this summer.
NC: I've heard a lot of positive things about hioof -

DG: You don't know Mr. Lindholm?

NC: Not personally.

DG: You should get to know him because he's, hewads a trustee at MCI for about thirty-, |
think he said thirty-eight years, something likatthlf you want, when | get that article back I'll
bring it in.

NC: That would be great.

DG: Give you a good idea of a little of his backgrd and why he was so well liked.



NC: Now you have a sister, Jo?

DG: Jo, yes.

NC: She's gotten, she took a political bent inlifeyright?
DG: Yes, she's always been a strong Democrat.

NC: Can you tell me a little bit more about her?

DG: She, Jo was in Washington when Senator Muskgdown there. She was with the
congressman, Jim Oliver, at the time. And she exmith, Jo was Jim Oliver's secretary and
she roomed with Muskie's secretary, | forget nowo\whe was but | think she was a girl from
Rumford as well; a very strong and dedicated Deatocghe, I'm sure she may have told you,
she worked for Ken Curtis when he was secretastaié, and when he was governor for eight
years, she was his secretary.

NC: Now, she got involved politically originally hyst making phone calls. | read the
interview we had with her, and it said that sheé ebjust happened to get involved with it all.
But, do you remember seeing her progression oingettore deeply and deeply involved in it,
or?

DG: No, actually she was living in Rumford and Iswd living at home at the time, so. |
know she worked hard in Augusta, and she was vepylar and she loved the work. And when
it came election time, | think she did a good jeldfar as getting the word out of the people she
was interested in seeing get into office.

NC: What are your impressions of Muskie as a jiditi?

DG: |Ireally never had many dealings with him. Qinee when they were setting up that
Surplus Foods program on the coast, he was atemyay down in Camden, Maine and we got
to talking, he and I, and | was concerned then ath@ufuture of the poverty programs, because
this was something that was on an annual basishamdplained the workings of government,
how you take care of some of your senator friemdkthey'll take care of you. You vote with
them and in turn they'll vote with you on thingattlyou need. And, | didn't feel that there was a
direction | wanted to go to; | wanted to get intorething a little more secure than things like
that. But he, we had a Stephen's High super radrmack, maybe five or six years ago, seven
years ago, and he was invited to that. | was hlppeid return. It was a reunion of all graduates
from Stephen's. They closed Stephen’s; the lastugition was in '69.

NC: Okay.

DG: And starting in 1970 there was no more Stephidigh, it was Rumford High and then
Mountain Valley. But he was invited to the supsumion and we had, | believe it was, nine
hundred and sixty-two [962] people back for thatdrabout thirty-two states, three Canadian
provinces, and two foreign countries. But he didhbw up for that, and we were a little



disappointed that he didn't. I'm sure that besgusy as he was that he had other things to do.
And a lot of people were hoping that he would shupwbut, you know, he was so popular that
they wanted to see their favorite senator. Acyudlsaw much more of his father than I did him.
His father was always on the island. You're faanilvith Rumford?

NC: A little bit.

DG: The downtown is the island part, and that'sreline had his tailor shop, and just the
greatest gentleman. Well liked by everyone.

NC: I'm going to flip this tape over really quckly.

End of Sde A
SdeB

NC: Okay, we're resuming the interview with Domiacetta. We were talking about
Muskie's father and you were explaining that yod imre contact with him.

DG: He, his business was set up on the island mf&ul, and quite often you'd see him
walking down Congress Street going to work or cgmip on a break. And he, his personality
was one of the greatest; everyone loved him.

NC: He was a very colorful guy?

DG: Yeah. Well, he wasn't flamboyant or anythiitkg that, just a neat individual to talk to;
good character.

NC: Was he physically as imposing as Senator M@skie
DG: Idon't think he was as tall as his son.

NC: Right. Now, you are involved with an alumnogp from Bates. s it the Jim Moody
group?

DG: Yeah, Jimwas, Jim and | were classmates.
NC: Can you tell me about that?

DG: Well, Jim and | go back, he was an economigemnas well, and we took most of our
courses together. | can talk further about Jing bee of the greatest guys.

NC: Go right ahead.
DG: When | was in Vermont, | was with General Milt®, | was with Scott Paper, and Jim

had stores in Vermont, Hannaford Brothers had stofsd quite often Jim would come up to
check the stores, and he and | would get togetietga to a hockey game or a baseball game in



Montreal. And one time this friend of mine who @) he had season tickets to the Montreal
hockey games, and he said, “Any time you want tothbem let me know.” So | approached him
one time and | asked if we could use the ticketd, lee wanted to know who was going up with
me. When | mentioned Jim Moody's nhame, he gabalited, he said, “I've been, always wanted
to meet Jim. Do you mind if | go with you?” Anlid guy was an important person in Jim's life
because Hannaford Brothers owned the Shop 'n $awehise in Maine, New Hampshire, New
York, and Massachusetts. And this friend of mimmed a Shop 'n Save franchise in Vermont.
So Jim wanted to meet him as well. So from thealmwut any time Jim came to town to go to
Montreal, this fellow, George McQuade was his naneg,| think he had his own six Shop 'n
Save stores in Vermont, but he would go to Montvati us, and eventually they got to be
pretty good friends. But Jim is a person that radten where you go, no matter who you see, no
one has ever had a bad word to say about him. yTleelappears to be no different than he was
as a freshman here at Bates.

NC: Really.

DG: After all his successes.

NC: Business successes, or?

DG: Well, | talked to him yesterday in fact, foraait a half hour, and he still has companies
approaching him to be on their board. And | saldn, you're retired.” | call him to play golf,
and he's got a board meeting to go to, or, bubwesl that kind of work. And actually | asked
him years ago if he wasn't interested in gettinig politics because we could use some good

business minds in state government as well asdédrrt Jim's not at all interested in that.

NC: He likes the private side. Now, are you inealwvith any alumnus organizations with
Bates?

DG: Notreally.

NC: Not really.

DG: Quite often we have a group of MCI grads whbtggether.

NC: Okay, so you feel more closely related to teegbe you met there than -?

DG: Actually, most of our, most of the studentd thhare here when | was here were from out
of state. There was only a handful from this afesn the state of Maine.

NC: Okay. Were most of the other students fromabstate like Massachusetts and New
York, or all over?

DG: Allover. Mass., New York, New Jersey, Conicdt

NC: Yup, sort of the same as it is now.



DG: Yeah.

NC: So do you, have you been kept up on, been kgeyn on what's been going on at the
school for the last, since you -?

DG: Yeah, yeah.

NC: What are your impressions of the changes tha taken place?

DG: Well, | was disappointed a few years ago whegatlback from Florida to see all the bad
news that was on TV and the newspapers, and wiageiag on on campus here. When we
were here, everyone was well disciplined and emjayeActually, when Norm Ross was here it
was tough to even walk across a lawn without som@mtting after you.

NC: Really?

DG: | was surprised when they put beer in the Défhen we were here, | believe a bottle of
beer in a room would cost you your, you'd haveettve, pack your bags and go home.

NC: Really? Be expelled?
DG: That's right.

NC: That's really not the case here today. Nowemwyou said the troubles at Bates, you mean
there were the, there was this -?

DG: At the time they were having problems with impa campus. | think the blue lights and
telephones throughout the, on every building thhaug the area are all good, a good idea. That
should keep things pretty well under control.

NC: It's hard with the alcohol policy to controkrtzen things.

DG: Yeah, yeah.

NC: It's a complicated situation.

DG: And | don't know when they discontinued thatt@al Heritage program, but a lot of the
students have no idea what that's all about anaktthat, it may have been something that Dr.
Phillips brought in when he came in as the pregiden

NC: Brought in the Cultural Heritage program?

DG: Yeah, I'm not sure but | think maybe he wasahe that brought that along.

NC: You liked, you thought he was a very talented -



DG: Yeah, very. He was, to me he was one of tbatgst.

NC: Did you ever get an impression of what PrediéRgynolds was like here?

DG: Never knew him.

NC: Never knew him. And now there's President Hadwy

DG: Yeah.

NC: Did you know Larry Harp from Rumford? He wolldve been a much earlier class than
you; he would have been Muskie's class at Stephigls

DG: No, I never knew him.

NC: Or Harold McQuade?

DG: | knew Harold McQuade well, yeah.

NC: Didyou?

DG: Yeah. Knew Harold when he had an office overetat the Chase Hall.

NC: Oh, did he?

DG: Downstairs, you know, when you go downstahaj first office on the left on the way to
the Den?

NC: Yup.

DG: He had an office, what was it called, where/thet up travel, a travel agency.

NC: Itwas in Chase Hall at Bates?

DG: Yes.

NC: |didn't know that, okay.

DG: Ithink he had one at Bates, and he may hasleha at Colby as well. Do you know
where | mean, do you know the office I'm talkingat?

NC: Yup, that's | think where housing is now.

DG: Could be, yeah. Until, | think he had thatilumiaybe three or four years ago. | think

Harold's the one who organized the Muskie progmafRumford where they set up the



memorial.

NC: Yeah, he's the one that put it together witlbrGe Mitchell, and Christopher Beam who
works here as the archivist. He [Harold] must hiavewn Muskie pretty well.

DG: Yes. He may have been two or three years Hdtim in school, but I'm sure that he did
know him.

NC: So have you pretty much kept your same politeznings throughout your entire life?
DG: I'm more or less an independent, | vote forg@eson.
NC: Was it always that way?

DG: For quite a while, yeah. I'm not convinced tih& two party system is the way it should
be going. The way they're voting strictly partyes down there, it's bothersome to see what
goes on. | don't know if you ever watch Channél 51

NC: Isthat C-Span?

DG: C-Spanis 27, | think, this, 51 usually hasgbrators at the senate hearings. It quite
often is kind of interesting but you see too muahtypolitics and things like that.

NC: It's frustrating to listen to.
DG: Attimesitis.

NC: And, what's your impression of the Democrafcty?, both on the state level or on the
national level now? Do you -?

DG: | feel that right now the Democratic Party @&t the party that it was years ago. Today |
think they're leaning too much towards the, thegilewing too many people to get by with not
going to work. Their welfare programs | think,haltigh they've corrected some of it, it was too
bad to see people who would say I'm doing betterdiygoing to work than | am to go out and
get a low paying job. For their own self respéetytwould have been better off to go out and
get a better paying job and try to improve thefufa. But my feelings now is that they try to
take from the rich and give to the poor, and | teal if people have worked hard all their lives
they shouldn't be expected to support those that dant to work.

NC: Taxes aren't going to solve everything.
DG: That's right.

NC: What about the Republican Party, do you fead they are a good counterpoint to the
Democratic?



DG: Well, they have their faults as well. Theyaddl. The independents, there's an
independent congressman in Vermont named Bernige8sn don't know if you ever heard of
him. When | was in Vermont, Burlington, the largeisy, was strictly Democratic. Bernie came
out of Brooklyn, I think, New York, and he would sh the steps at the University of Vermont
and talk with the student body. And eventuallysheprised the whole city of Burlington, he ran
for the mayor and he won, despite the strong ae@ @emocratic ties there. And from there he
ran for Congress, and he's been an independentessmgan for, | don't know, probably four, six
years out of the state of Vermont. And | see hinteqoften on TV, he's well spoken and he's
strictly an independent, and | don't think he favone side over the other. But he's there to
represent the general population in Vermont anddss a good job or it.

NC: More issue related than -.
DG: That's right, yeah.

NC: And then of course you have the Jeffords sanatow from Vermont, which is changing
everything quickly.

DG: Well, I think he kind of upset the apple carMermont. I think a lot of people voted for
him because he was a Republican then and, butdrstaohd that he's returned some of the
donations that were given to him by some indepengen know, by some Republican voters
up there.

NC: So now you live, where do you live? You liveRortland?

DG: No, I live down here about a mile from the sth&€hamplain Avenue.

NC: You live right here in Lewiston.

DG: That's right.

NC: Oh.

DG: Champlain is just beyond Pettengill School, knaw where that is on College Street
here?

NC: Yup, that's right next to Spare Time Recre&tion

DG: Before you get there.

NC: Before you get there, okay. You're pretty eloSo you're, |, so you have an intimate
knowledge of what's going on in Lewiston right nawth the downtown. When you were

mentioning that earlier, you -

DG: Well, I, the city’s taken over the Bates Milical don't think there's anyone there that's
knowledgeable enough to take over a businessHeeand try to run it as a business. | don't



know enough about it, but | think the sooner theyaut of that business the better off we'll all
be.

NC: You mean go back and let it privatize?
DG: That's right.

NC: It's probably not going to happen anytime toors but. Yeah, unemployment in
Lewiston right now is pretty bad.

And then what are your impressions of the Mainétip@ns that are in the Senate and Congress
right now, John Baldacci and Olympia Snowe, do ybu

DG: |think they stick pretty close to their palityes. Except for Olympia and Collins, | think
they vote a lot with the Democrats. | called Olya'goffice a couple of times and | got a
response a couple weeks ago, which wasn't, diglgtfys me. | asked her why they allowed
Mobil and Exxon to merge. When you let number ané two companies in the oil business
merge, you know that you're going to expect higiteres because your biggest competitor's
eliminated. She never answered that questioskddiwhat she's doing about the energy
crunch, that we have no subway system, we haveotieyts, and we need the car to get around
in and whatever the price of gas is, we have toippajhat was a week after the announcement
came out that Mobil and Exxon profits were the lgftof any company ever in the history of
this country. And she didn't respond to that. ghé did say was she, | think she was putting in a
bill to eliminate the federal gas tax during thensaer months. That's like a Band-Aid to our
problem.

NC: Right.
DG: Butnow I read, I think it was yesterday, whehe and Collins both voted against drilling
off the east coast for more oil. | don't care vehgicomes from, we need oil, and it's about time

that we start opening up some places of our own.

NC: So would you say that right now the environraésituation in America is going in the
right direction, or the wrong direction?

DG: Until something's done with our energy probléaipn't see where it's going anywhere.
Although in the last week they've dropped gas prtea or twelve cents in some areas.

NC: Yeah, it's much better now than it was a ygar, ar a half a year ago. So | guess I'd want
to ask if you have any more, anything else yold o talk about?

DG: |think we've covered about all of it.
NC: Okay, well this was great. The Archives gneatbpreciates it.

DG: Thank you.



NC: Thank you.

End of Interview
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