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Biographical Note

Lucien B. Gosselin was born on November 13, 19404l Hamel Gosselin and Arthur J.
Gosselin. His mother was a homemaker and hisrfatheked full time at the Pepperill Mill of
Lewiston. He was the second youngest of nine a@mléh his family. They lived on Blake
Street in Lewiston in a working class, French-spegakeighborhood. His father passed away
when he was ten. He attended the parochial sclstoReter's Elementary and St. Dominic’s
High School. During high school and after graduathe worked for the Lewiston newspapers,
at first as a delivery boy, and then in the cirtolaand proofing departments. He then worked
at Victor News from 1961 to 1963 before taking &ipon in the Lewiston city government as
an assistant to the City Controller. He eventuadtyked his way to being the City
Administrator under the new Lewiston City Charted®80. He served in this capacity until
1989. Gosselin was instrumental in lobbying fa& tbunding of Lewiston-Auburn College. He
graduated from Lewiston-Auburn College in 1991. |&ter received a masters degree from the
Muskie School of Public Policy, and is pursuingRlsD. He worked for the Maine
Development Foundation in the early 1990s, and®Bvlbecame president of the Lewiston
Auburn Economic Growth Council (LAEGC), which istposition he held at the time of the
interview.
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Transcript

Andrea L’'Hommedieu: . . . . conducted by Andrea L’Hommedieu with Lurc{dosselin on
March 29th, 1999 at the Fleet Bank Building in Lston, Maine. Mr. Gosselin, would you
please state your full name and spell it?

Lucien Gosselin: My full name is Lucien B. Gosselin. It's L-U-GH-N, B, like Bertrand,
Gosselin, G-O-S-S-E-L-I-N.

AL:

LG:

AL:

LG:

And when and where were you born?
| was born in Lewiston at 235 Blake Street in 1,94ovember 13, 1941.
And what were the names of your parents and twsiupations?

My dad’s name was Arthur J. Gosselin. And irsthdays he was employed full time at

the West Point Pepperill Mill, it was a bleacheagd worked part time at a retail shoe outlet
called Boston Shoe on Lisbon Street. And my mora a&Zhomemaker. Her name was Delia
Hamel Gosselin.

AL:

LG:

AL:

LG:

AL:

Now, | understand you had six brothers and t\stess?

Correct, we were a family of eleven with nineid

And where was your place in the family, were younger or older?

| was next to the youngest. My younger brothaukice was born in 1948.

Now, | understand that your father died when ywewe ten. How did your mother manage

raising the family after he died?

LG:

Well, that was a very difficult period in our &8, obviously, not that | was really sensitive

to that being just ten years old. But | do knoatttundamentally Social Security was the
mainstay and, having so many dependents, it wa®d gum of money in those days still. But



my older brothers went to work and helped supgatfamily.

AL: And did your sisters take roles within the howddtas well?

LG: Oh, sure, with a family of nine kids everybodypeel, everybody had some chores to do.
AL: What were your responsibilities in the familyjrigeonly ten?

LG: Well, mine was to fill the wood box. Believeott not, back in those days we still had a
wood stove, and so my job was to fill the wood boxl that kind of stuff.

AL: What were your parents’ religious beliefs?
LG: They were both Roman Catholics.
AL: And, were they active in the community, religily®@s

LG: Obviously my mom had her hands full with the fgmbut my dad was very active with St.
Peter’'s Church, as were my older brothers. Armhattime at least three of them were in the St.
Peter’s choir. My dad was a well-known singeryas my brother Bob, and were very, very
active with the choir in St. Peter’s parish. Myddaas also involved with a group called
L’Orphéon, which is a very well-known musical grougre in the Lewiston-Auburn area.
Certainly in those days they were quite famous.

AL: What were their political and social attitudes?

LG: Ten years old, it's pretty hard to assess. Butspect that in terms of political they were
certainly pro-Democratic. And in terms of socadgain, it's hard to tell. It's just a brief
reflection on my part.

AL: Were politics ever discussed at the dinner table?
LG: I'd say very rarely. | mean, it wasn’t a biguss

AL: How did your family affect you as you grew upttwyour, most of the siblings being
older? Did they guide you, or?

LG: Well, certainly being one of the youngest, | e youngest for the better part of seven
years and my very brief recollection of that isdsaobviously the favored child. The older
brothers and sisters always cared for me and loaked me, so from that point of view | was
certainly favored. You know, after my dad diedyiolisly it was a similar relationship where
the older members of the family sort of looked aftier you. There was a fundamental belief
within the family that all of us would completelaast elementary school, and high school if at
all possible, and most of us did.

AL: What were some of the other influences besides fganily on you when you were



growing up?

LG: The neighborhood. Clearly we lived in a typiEenco-American neighborhood where,
when | grew up, everybody fundamentally spoke Hnenk lot of large families in my
neighborhood; families of six, eight, ten were gubmmon on Blake Street back in the 1940s
and ‘50s. Fundamentally most of them were of thenBn Catholic faith. Most of us went to
parochial schools, particularly St. Peter's Schd@ur aspiration was to continue and go to St.
Dom’s. And the neighborhood was relatively a vigopd neighborhood; people who were hard
workers, people who fundamentally were mill workePeople would walk to work every day
and they gave a good day’s work. If they didn’trkvim the mill, they worked in a shoe shop in
the twin cities. It was just a good, honest neagghbod.

AL: When you were a boy, what did you think your fatwould be?

LG: Frankly, I think, with my neighborhood friends vas we walked to either St. Peter’s
School and subsequently St. Dom’s almost on a dai$ys. Aspirations were that following
high school graduation we’d probably enlist in thiéitary and maybe make a career of the
military. If not, go from the military to some fedhl agency such as, you know, it was either
CIA or FBI. | mean, those were my, my fundamebtllefs, and some of my colleagues’,
where we were headed.

AL: Now, you said you did your elementary educatio8taPeter’'s and you did go on to St.
Dom’s as well. What were your experiences likeghool?

LG: They were very good. | was a good student, cytalways within the ten top in the

class. In high school | was always probably thetfoor fifth in terms of grades and scoring. It
was, | had good friends, good colleagues. It wgsa experience for me. I-, school was not a
problem at all; | sort of liked school. But agaive grew in a family where college aspiration
was pretty much non-existent; there weren’t too yriads on Blake Street that aspired to go to
college. It just wasn't part of the ritual, in paecause most of the families there did not have
the resources to send their kids to college. Aedi¢w that did probably did so on their own,
either following military service where they useditary G.l. assistance or things of that nature,
to pursue a college education. Other than thaiplpevere pretty much self-made individuals.
They graduated from high school, went to work, patitheir heart and soul in it and aspired to
make out.

AL: Were you allowed to speak French in school?

LG: Oh, absolutely, St. Dom’s and St. Peter’s. Asadter of fact, St. Peter’s School was the
first, my recollection is when you started elementchool, from kindergarten on through the
fifth grade were taught by the Dominican nuns. Aiidhe courses were in French, with the
exception of an English course, so it was trad#ion those days. And when you went to sixth
grade, the teaching was done by the Brothers ak8ddeart, and then there was a significant
reversal. Everything was in English except forryBrench period. And for some of us it was a
struggle because your daily language both in tighberhood at home and in school up through
ten, eleven years old was fundamentally Frenchd, &au know, you did your best you could in



English, but that came much later.
AL: What did you do after high school?

LG: Well, during high school to start with in termfswork, | worked from my freshman year
on at the_ewiston Sun-Journal in the circulation department in the afternoomdAo right after
high school was going down to tBan-Journal on Park Street and go to work. And usually
right after work around three-thirty or thereaboutken all the papers were gone for the day,
used to walk to the corner of Walnut and Bartléte& and wait for myun-Journal route bag

to come around. And then | would deliver the neapsrs from the Walnut Street - Court Street
area down to Birch Street. | had about ninety-fmustomers. It was pretty much standard. And
| did that through, throughout high school. My iseryear of high school, th&un-Journal

asked if I would also fill in on th8un crew; in those days the paper really had twoipatbns,
the Sun in the morning and thdournal in the afternoon. So | started working in thegiation
department in the morning from one to roughly fdaur-thirty in the morning and then went to
school.

And right after graduation they offered me a fidhé position. [I] continued to work in the
circulation department and became a proof readert, iender. In those days we used to get,
when | first started it was the original wire phetervice where you actually had a machine with
a positive and negative film and you actually reediit electronically and had to develop the
film. Then there was a big innovation to go iratd believe they call it a telefax machine. It
was a chemical paper that received the messadadk &dnd white and it was a print. And it was
a big innovation for the paper and they could ditusse that to make graphic plates for the
newspaper. And I, when | wasn't doing that, | wiagg proofreading for th8un. That’'s what

| did immediately after high school.

And then | was asked to go work at @, at Victor News, which was in those days right
across the street from the post office on Ash 8tregreally right across the street from here.
And that was really the hub of activity. That vieore the 7-Elevens and the Christys and
those twenty-four-hour-a-day operations. The ubtdf News was, in those days, and | was
reminded recently when | went to Victor News onkPaireet that it still is the hub of activities.
We used to open up around five-thirty in the mogniWwe had customers waiting at the door to
come in and grab their newspaper and their smakéhéoday. And | believe we closed around
ten o’clock at night and oftentimes had to ask@w&trs to leave. And being right across from
the post office was a very convenient stopoveheliwould] pick up their mail at the post
office, do whatever they had to do there, and tivess the street, come get their smokes and
newspapers or the reverse process. But, thera stmady stream of customers all day long and
we were very, very busy.

AL: Did you ever consider working in the mills, orneehe mill jobs disappearing when you
graduated from high school?

LG: No, they were still quite active. But there veafsindamental issue in this community.
Being at least part of the second generation sxdcbmmunity it was pretty much a given in the
neighborhood, in the family, that the last place y@anted to go work was in the mill or in a



shoe shop. That they had been historically knosvemeeatshops, and that after a life-long of
service, you had little to show for it.

In my particular family, all four grandparents wetkin excess of fifty years apiece in the
Edwards Division up in Augusta, which was ownedayes Manufacturing in those days. |
think between all the four grandparents they wors@ahething like two hundred and eight, or
two hundred and nine years in, at the Edwards @inisAnd of course my dad worked in the
mill. My older brother worked in the mill, in facetired after forty-seven years.

And the fact of the matter is that in those dagy ttetired fundamentally under Social Security.
There was no pension system and no reward systemh.if they had been there fifty years they
got a gold watch. And that was a lifetime aspimnatias you well know, in those years. And
when you go back forty, fifty years ago, those wdifcult jobs. | mean, they were not
comfortable jobs, it was, uh, always very, very, vatry dusty. It was hard work. And these
people were expected to give their all in theihéigour shift. And the mills in those days still
operated three shifts a day, in some cases seysradaeek, or at least six days a week.

So, no, within the family circles, within the nelgdrhood, that was pretty much the last place
you’'d want to work. | mean, therintelligible word) was, you know, go to high school, get
your high school diploma and go find a good jolndA good job was not defined as the mill or
the shoe shops, though many obviously wound ug thecause back in the sixties and in the
seventies, in some cases, they were the only o=al pbs left, in a relative sense. Mine was
always, my aspiration was always in some fashidretm a civil service-type environment.

AL: Going back to your work at Victor News, who wemme of the people you met while
working there?

LG: Everybody. It was the hub of activity. | megrall your city officials, city hall being right
around the corner, would drop by, and the postakers, the medical profession, the lawyers;
and your blue collar workers who, particularly ttagho smoked a lot. | mean, it was a daily
trek to Victor News to do that, to go buy their &@® and magazines and newspapers. And
obviously we had a significant display of cardshose days. And in those days it was pretty
much a franchise operation so if you wanted, | terthember the name of the line now, but the
card line we had was exclusive at Victor News. Akewise with the candy line. My
recollection of Russell Stover, in those days dheg made a commitment to a store in a given
neighborhood, you were the exclusive. | mean,yadkthat’'s changed. | mean, you can get
Hallmark cards and Russell Stover candy in jusuabay outlet in the twin cities, including
Shaws and the Shop ‘n Save, so that the charddieose stores have changed significantly.

AL: Phil St. Pierre was the owner of Victor Newshiat correct?

LG: When | went to work at Victor News, Phil St. PerSenior, which is, there’s a Phil St.
Pierre that currently runs the store, he was jostkhigh, he was just a toddler in those days.
Senior was his grandfather, and he was workingenstore along with his son, Phil St. Pierre,
Junior, who is Phil St. Pierre’s dad, that curngnilvns the store. So | worked with basically I'm
going to say three generations of St. Pierre atovidews the brief period | was there. The



grandfather, the dad, at least one of his sonseaubirk the store while | was there.

AL: I'm probably asking about the grandfather. Wias his influence on you and in the city,
being the hub of activity?

LG: When | worked there, Phil St. Pierre Senior washe best of my knowledge, not very
active in the community. At least | don’t recdlat he was. He was, | believe he may have
involved with People’s Bank in those days, not PelsfHeritage, but the original People’s
Bank. But outside of that | don’t know that he wasy active in the community. He was
working at the store in those days | believe it wag-time, he was along in age. He was just a
very nice gentleman, very well-respected and a dusihessman.

AL: Was it his son who ran the business?
LG: His son pretty much ran the business, Phil &tre;j Jr.
AL: Was he involved in the community affairs?

LG: Not very much. Running a variety store in thdags, there were very long hours. It was a
seven-day operation, the only day we closed wasstbas day for half a day. Other than that
we were open three hundred and, actually threeredrathd sixty-five days a week, three
hundred and sixty-five days a year, including ldaly on Christmas. And there were long hours,
and the owner was sort of always in the store exfceorief breaks. Phil, Jr. was also involved

| believe with People’s Bank as, on one of themoattees. I'm not quite sure if they had a
board of directors then, but | know he was veryact His son, not his son, his brother, Gene, at
one time was president of the bank as well. Hejustsa fine, hard-working gentleman, very
fair, very honest, forthright, good influence imrtes of work ethics. He put in his day’s work

like everybody else; he expected everybody elsmtikewise. Service to customers was
always a prime consideration, that you always ealtéo the customer, the customer was the
king in the store, and rightly so. | mean, it véasmall retail establishment and you needed to be
nice to all your customer base if you wanted tontaan your margins. Very nice gentleman.

AL: How long did you work there?

LG: Surprising enough, not very long. From roug1to 1963, I'm going to say about two
and a half years, maybe max three years. Andstldien | left to go work for the City of
Lewiston.

AL: How did you become involved with the municipal’gonment?

LG: That again goes back to my high school yearsongttime | aspired to be a police officer
and, but | was not a very big guy. Still by myrgtard not very big, overweight but not big.
Traditionally in those days, a police officer tedde be five ten, six foot, six-foot-two. They
were big guys who could sort of carry their owngbei Small individuals of five-foot-eight
were the small guys in the department, and | waesdix, so it's a little below standards. |
probably weighed a hundred and forty pounds soakiety Things have changed a little bit.



But during high school I got involved with the pr#ireserve program in Lewiston. And while
involved with that program, which was really manédgg the Civil Defense organization which
was still very active, as sort of as the, it wat ebdual purpose. It was really the auxiliary
police officer for LPD, but it was also a adjunctthe community civil defense program, that
provided some funding to the organization to hetpmote it. While engaged in that process, |
became familiar and quite friendly with the direobd the program. And little by little | was
asked, well, volunteered and then asked, to assdiménistrative responsibility within the Civil
Defense organization. And with the change of daeship | sort of picked up a little more
responsibility. And it eventually got to a poinhere | was doing a lot of paperwork for Civil
Defense. We had a small office in City Hall thasmsed part-time to support the organization.
And Civil Defense was a primary organization ttphget federal grants for public safety
equipment, particularly communications equipment.

I’'m outdating myself today. When you think of commnications you think of satellites and it's
hard to understand that in those days, the pokpaudment was using two-way radios. It was at
best a little bit better than CBs, citizen bandaadl mean, and they were not very sophisticated;
the wattage output was very small. So every tecbriology came around with better two-way
communications equipment, there was always an esipt@aget on board. And the Civil
Defense organization federally, at the federalllgu®vided grants to public safety

organizations to upgrade their equipment, anddttbago through a Civil Defense organization
to qualify.

So that | got involved in, with working with our eeterparts at the Androscoggin County Civil
Defense organization preparing federal application$wo-way communications, both for the,
well actually for the police department, fire dapaent, and eventually for the public works
operation. And those were pretty complicated granbgram, as you would expect, dealing
with the federal government. And it just got méaoch with a lot of municipal officials and,
uh, particularly the controller’s office was alwdyappy to see when | brought in a new check
for a payment on the radios and whatever equipmergurchased. So | got quite familiar with
the city officials and that led to a new job beargated in the controller’s office. And it was
pointed out to me, and | was encouraged to appiyl @id. And in October of 1963 | was
retained by the city as assistant, administratsgeséant to the controller.

AL: And who was the controller at that time?
LG: Inthose days the controller was Laurier T. Ragd)&r.
AL: How did the board of aldermen relate to the cilar's office?

LG: Well, under the old charter, the so-called 198@rgr, it's a very disjointed form of
government, probably unique in the country. Itimayor commission council form of
government. And it really was a by-product of &hsirong mayor-type form of government
that existed prior to 1939 that resulted in a whmlach of city officials being indicted, and some
actually going to jail for misdeeds in governmeAtcitizens’ group by the name of Des
Vigilantes, V-1-G-I-L-A-N-T-E-S | believe, maybe,igilants, no E, -T-S, organized and



prominent local people then went about to craféw charter. And their mission was to come

up with a transitional charter that would providecks and balances at every level and therefore
focused their energy on making sure that no oneabadlute control over the affairs of
government under a new charter. At least untihgime as they came up with a new form.

So that charter was adopted in 1939, again as@dnjuct of trying to do a governmental
cleansing process. And the mayor and councilirthgor was basically a, a ceremonial mayor
with no vote on the city council, part-time offiiahaired council meetings, only voted to break
a tie. By structure, by discipline, was really wie would call a very weak mayor. But that
doesn’t address the issue, the power issue. Maydmswiston tend to have a fairly strong
powerful base and therefore could “wheel and deaite effectively. The, and the council was
given basically the legislative powers only, it hreathing to do with day-to-day operations of
government. It legislated things like ordinangeges and regulations, adopted the budget upon
recommendation of the Finance Committee, but coatdleal with any personnel matters
whatsoever within the budget context, which wasmesd to the Finance Committee.

The Finance Committee wound up being the powecttre within the government. It was a
commission chaired by the mayor, the presiding magmad a five-member board in those days,
each appointed for a staggered term so thatAnd they also had a partisan issue that a
majority of the party who elected the last govermad the majority seats on the board, so with a
five-member board traditionally you had to havéeast three Democrats and two Republicans,
as arule. And the Finance Committee really woumdbeing the power structure because the
Finance Committee controlled all the finances axdepartment line. And as you would expect,
if you control the purse string, you control thgamization. And then the various boards and
commissions heading each of the departments, @lheeepartment, the fire department, Board
of Health and Welfare, library trustees, Board obl Works) fundamentally had autonomous
responsibility in running the affairs of those depeents but did not have any control over
personnel or finances, so that they were linketthéd~inance Committee. And as you can see
from the structure, the Finance Committee was tvegphouse within the government. And as a
result, the Finance Committee turned out to béle bit of a, well, the committee always had
difficulty dealing with relationships with the mayand council, because the council always
accused the Finance Committee of not giving thewes to do the work. And the Finance
Committee in return never trusted the City Couteihave a lot of money because they felt that
it would not use it wisely. So there was always ttlontention, ying-yang, going on between the
Finance Committee and the City Council, and in soases between the boards and
commissions as well for the same reason. It wasyaunique form of government, so that the
relationship between the City Council and the aalldr was strained to say the least. | know
there appeared, my early years in city governnweith, the city council in executive session to
discuss even budgetary issues and matters that voalsld not be permitted under the Right To
Know Law, and the right to go to executive sessi®he controller and the assistant, even
though we were internally involved with the finas@nd keeping all the numbers on the budget,
we were often times told not to participate in thesed-door sessions, it was none of our
business. And at times in those days, you hadiagdetween the public and the city council
and even though we were city staff, again keepiegab on all the numbers, we were told to sit
on the other side of the railing with the publitat we were not part of the City Council.



So there was always a, again, a certain amourdrdéation and friction between the
mayor/council and the controller’s office becauseytsaw the controller’s office as an agent of
the Finance Committee and the Finance Committeenattheir favorite committee. And
therefore we were sort of excised in the proc&»ger time, | mean, you'd always work on these
relationships to try and get, you know, a betterkig relationship with mayor and City
Council. But at times it, the best efforts prodiigery little tangible result. Other times it was
okay.

AL: How do you think that unique form of governmeaténin Lewiston affected economic
development? Or did it?

LG: Well, my sense, (and again, you know, I'm trytoggo back now thirty-five years or

more), my sense is that city government was sarnwflved in economic development, that
economic development was not a very strong murliciisaipline in those days. There were a
lot of other issues that government was involvedrid economic development was a very, very
small piece of that. It wasn't until, | believedahcould be wrong, maybe the early fifties, or
mid-fifties, before the city eventually hired aroeomic development person on board. And that
was really on the onset of some of the shoe shapting) to close and the impact from foreign
imports, as well as the mills starting to close.

And this community’s prosperity as we’d seen ithe post-World War period, where Lewiston-
Auburn was still a fairly booming community duritigpse years, we started to see significant
economic change. And so the issue of economicloewesnt sort of bubbled up here as a need
to address some of the trends. But even econoeniglabment as a science in those days was a
fairly new science, and it was what we referredddhe first phase of economic development
which was “smokestack chasing”. So you generatgdhan economic development guy to
promote the twin cities, but you literally go areksand hope to find a giant out there who
would relocate to the twin cities and create |dtpbs. And that was the trend in those days.
And as you well know, you know, at best that wasty to find a needle in a haystack, you
know. So it was a dismal science. | mean, theesses were far and few in between. And even
small successes became, you know, celebrated adg@ebecause, you know, they were far and
few in between, and anything you could get wastgrea

It wasn’t until the mid-fifties where a non-profievelopment group was organized called
Lewiston Development Corporation, and they stattétking seriously about alternatives to
economic development. And they went from the “sesdéick chasing” to starting to prepare an
infrastructure for economic development. And thatught about, at least the first venture they
undertook was | believe buying land after they sadcessfully attracted Geiger Bros. to the
twin cities; that | believe was their first venturack in 1954. And then they used some of their
excess money they were able to raise through antigleefund raising program to buy land in
what is now called the Lewiston Industrial Parkut Brere was a long lull period there with very
little activities being done. The Development Gogiion didn’'t have any money. The city
government funded an Office of Economic Developntentit was basically still a ‘smokestack
chasing” type program of trying to find this bigagt from elsewhere to bring to the community.
There were some marginal successes, but it waessaimarginal. The science of economic
development has changed significantly since thags.d



AL: | was hoping you might be able to give me youspective on people | have names of, and
whether they were important business-wise alsce firet name | have is Faust Couture. Could
you tell me who he was?

LG: Yeah, Faust Couture was, very frankly | met taetggman in my early years in
government when he still owned WCOU, which is agadation in down town Lewiston. | did
not know him very well. My sense was that, onplggpurely in a peripheral, what was going on
in the political arena, that he was an influeniasiness person, his opinion was well-respected
within the business community. But | had no peasalealings with him and he was, as | said, |
think he was an important figure but | can’t reatyf you much more about him. Owning a
radio station obviously was a significant issuendan, the ability to go on the air every single
day is significant itself. He was an importanufig.

AL: Do you have the names of some people who weraipemt business leaders at the time
when you started in municipal government?

LG: Prominent business leaders, oh, yeah, plentyesht On the tail end, | mean, if you go
back historically, people at least in the fortidsowvere very instrumental in change was a
munic-, | believe he was a municipal court judgespin, D-E-S-P-I-N,dic] [Fernand] was very
instrumental in spearheading the change in theamaster and bringing back integrity in
government, a Franco-American. Then there washanatdividual who ran, who had a
program on WCOU every Sunday noon called “L’Oeilsen Auteur.” You probably
understand that quite well in French, but trandlateuld be that, “What | see is what | report.”
And his name was Jean Louis-Philippe Gagne. Hearasdividual who was quite in-tune with
what was going on in government and had the alidiinfiltrate, if you want, various groups
within the governmental structure and sort of ge¢mse of what was going on behind the
scenes. And [he] would use the program to litgradpose some of these goings-on in terms of
why certain officials acted what they did, or iEthwere proper or improper acts and so on. |
remember distinctly sort of a long-standing tramitin my family that we always had the Sunday
noon family meal which was, it was around a talBet it, if I'm correct, at twelve or twelve-
fifteen my dad would have his radio on on Jean &@Rhilippe Gagne, “L'Eil est son d’Auteur”,
and it was all in French. And we had to listethiat religiously, | mean that was like The Thing.
I mean, this is where you get the scoop, so talsp&o he was quite an influential figure in
terms of politics, predates me to some extentwas still around back in ‘63 and | don't recall
exactly when he retired.

And | don’t remember who owned the French newspaydviessager. That was still ongoing
back in ‘63, and when | started in government isWaing run by a former state senator, Romeo
Boisvert, who was then the chief editor | gueskeliessager. But theMessager also had a
significant influence within the Franco-Americamumunity in terms of reporting news, but
general political news as well. | believe JeanitaRhilippe Gagne may have also worked at the
paper in his earlier years, and even as late tieisixties. So Despin, Longchamps, Louis-
Philippe Gagne, were people that comes to mincerdtvere lots of other community people
who were active in government. Guys like Rolandddée, for example, who is still around,
retired; owned a car dealership in those days,magor, very active. Old standard guards, like



Bill Jacques was very active in government in thaegs and still around, were people who were
intimate. And in those days you had a very stidegiocratic organization in the community
with ward groups and ward bosses and it was sullrg active political process.

And, I'd have to go back to my history book, but tither people that were around the table
when | started in government back in the sixtidslieve Donat Bouviersic] [Donat J.
Levesque] not Bouvier, Donat, oh, what was histashe? Hmm, can’t remember; he was
mayor anyway. Phil Isaacson who is still aroumdt] BBaacson Raymond was on the board at
that time. People like Kit Bosse, who is retiredwbut he owned a dental lab on Lisbon Street,
who was still very much active in government ingdalays. Bob Roy was just coming on the
scene, Bob Roy, Sr. who owns Steven’s Service Cerae just coming on the scene, active in
government. And there were lots of other peopleasgbus boards and commissions. | mean,
it's fairly easy, you just take a municipal booldago through various boards and committees.
But those are the names that sort of jump out athaewere very active.

AL: Okay. Let’s pause right here for just a moment.
End of Sde One, Tape One
Sde Two, Tape One

AL: .. .[This is side two] of the interview with Lienn Gosselin on March 29th, 1999. Mr.
Gosselin, there were a few other names that, ifogadd speak about, the first one being Bill
Rocheleau?

LG: Well, Bill Rocheleau | did not know very well ulnte decided to, | believe was appointed
on a board in the Lewiston city government and sqbently decided to. . .. No, I'm sorry, it
was not a board. He was appointed city attornethby Robert Couturier, who was then mayor
of Lewiston, back in the mid-sixties. It was fallmg his tenure as city attorney under Bob
Couturier he decided to run for mayor. Bill wastja dynamic individual, probably who at, one
that | attribute in terms of making the greategjrde of progress in Lewiston during his tenure.
Bill was the kind of mayor that you'd really hawetold on to the reins and try to get him to
slow down a little bit, as opposed to some otheyormyou sort of had to push along and
stimulate to get things done. Bill was just theemse. | mean, Bill was always ahead of the
pack and contributed so much to the growth andldpugent of these twin cities, and
particularly Lewiston-Auburn, I'm sorry, particulgri_ewiston, during his tenure as mayor.
Very down-to-earth individual and had some vergrsr colleagues that he brought in
government that made him very, very effective.

AL: How about Louis Jalbert?

LG: Well, Louis Jalbert, everybody knows. Louisfrone of the first days | worked in local
government, Louis’ name popped up. He was a resdekindividual and | think he used to get
up at, he had to get up at four o’clock in the nmagrand get ready. | think he would read the
newspaper and then get on the phone and all thet thows that are happening in this
community, he would call individual and let thenoknthat he contributed to that, including



when | was officially hired by the Finance Comnuttd think the first call | got that morning at
home, at seven o’clock in the morning or thereafaata call from Louis congratulating me and
letting me know that he was instrumental in gettimgthe job. And | don’t think in those days
I'd ever met Louis, but neither here nor therewaes that kind of person.

And I've heard stories of that being repeated @ref over again. In particular, | know that my
former boss, Laurier Raymond, Sr. had a greatiosistiip with Louis in terms of his role in the
legislature. We all know Louis is, for a long tireerved as a dean, dean of the House, | think he
served almost forty years. He had a very, vergy s&rong union following in his community.
[There is] no doubt in my mind that the fire figtgend the police union and the public works
union would put Louis up on a pedestal. He celfairas very, very supportive of the labor
movement and supportive of labor unions. As alteand | do know that Louis was a great
friend of Ed Muskie, and I'm sure Ed could alwaypdnd on Louis to deliver Lewiston-

Auburn, certainly Lewiston as a Democratic stroridltturing his election.

So Louis was a very, very powerful figure in that8tHouse, vis-a-vis activities in Lewiston. If
Louis was on your side, you had the upper edgée Was against you, you knew it was an
uphill battle. And so Louis was a very, very sfgrant figure during his years in the state
legislature. Surprisingly enough, though, from39éen | started in city government, through
Louis passing away, he really never had a, at feaist my sense, never really had a stronghold
in local government. | mean, he knew a lot of lg@sople and he obviously communicated with
lots of them. But in terms of holding, he neveldrelocal position in local government, never
served, to the best of my knowledge, never served lmoard or commission, never ran for local
elected office. | mean, he was always a figursidetgovernmental structure but very much
political, very much a state perspective, had § s&ong following.

AL: Was there a sense that at some point when heemastrong politically and still active,
that there was factions within the community, trenidcratic Party, regarding, some people
strongly supporting Mr. Jalbert and then there dpeinother faction? Was there a split in the
party?

LG: | know that’s hard to believe, but | never realttively got involved in the political
element during my tenure in city government. | wage neutral on those issues. But clearly
there were people in this community who loved Lpaisd there were people in this community
who, | won’t say hated him but certainly had aeli#int opinion of Louis. But you also have to
remember, under the old elective process, you tselict a state representative based on a
block, and if Lewiston had six state representatiyaing to Augusta, the top six vote-getters in
the community held the elective office. It wasiiine on a one man-one vote process, and for
many, many, many years Louis was always at thdjrigahe pack in terms of vote-getter, on a
statewide basis. So it was a very, it's very diffi to figure out whether or not there was any
faction because he always got a very strong vBte.in those days it was a different process;
when they changed the process of one man-one lvaiés still did well, but surprisingly

enough at that point oftentimes was not the top-gatter in the community, but still got elected
in his district. And of course the biggest defefatll was when John Aliberti ran against him
and won, and, | mean, that was like, you know gauipset.



AL: I've never heard about that. Could you tell me?

LG: Well, it's very simple. | mean, | mean, whemnvéis a one man-one vote, you see, before
under the, the block vote everybody ran for the ard the six top vote-getters would get
elected. So it wasn't really one person runningiragt another, it was everybody running for the
seat. So you didn’'t have the dichotomy you haven@ man-one vote concept. When that
system changed, Louis | believe had a number gblpean against him but he would really,
you know, win by an overwhelming margin. But otiere his margin kept shrinking. And
eventually John Aliberti, who's a retired schodi@él, a school principal and been in the
school system for a good thirty-five years at leafier he retired decided that he would run
against Louis in his district and surprisingly egbieat Louis. And it was a major upset. And
John Aliberti then served several years in the ldamsl then Louis’ health started failing and,
you know, Louis eventually passed away. But, yéah]John Aliberti to win against Louis is
quite significant. And you might note that, naatlt’'s a big issue, but it wasn’t a Franco-
American, it was, John was a, | believe a, cleantalian.

AL: About what year was that?

LG: | am going to say probably ‘84. I'm guessing bessauknow Louis was still there when
we were working on establishing Lewiston-Auburnl€gé and that was around ‘81, ‘82. So
I’m going to guess Louis probably lost either id ‘8r in ‘86 to John Aliberti.

AL: Tell me about Hal Gosselin.

LG: Well Hal's a, as you know just passed away, Hallagwl back many years. When | first
started in city government back in ‘63, Hal wasemmber of the Lewiston Police Commission
and served on a number of boards and committealso lworked, when | was assistant to the
controller, we did a major study to justify the aomics of building Lewiston High School, and

| believe Hal chaired that committee. So we wonkth Hal a number of years. In those days
Hal was a very powerful individual. He was a CE@ates Fabrics, and the mills were still
going strong in those days so Hal was a very vespected business leader. He was also very,
very active in the political process. He was aufdipan. He was very, very strong in terms of
stating his opinion on local issues and if inciegaugh or excited enough did what he had to do
to change the course of event from his point ofwie

Hal goes back to 1951 when the then-controller avessted and sent to jail for embezzlement.
Hal at that time had just, | believe, returned friti@a military where he had, during the Korean
War | believe, and was working for tan-Journal as a newspaper reporter covering the
Lewiston beat. After the dismissal of the coneglHal | guess had developed a very good
reputation in the community and was appointed @itytroller and served in that capacity |
believe for maybe six to nine months, which isshene position | held, but starting 1979, I'm
sorry, 1969. But Hal served for about six to mmenths as city controller. Then he was
recruited to go to Bates Fabrics as an assistahetpresident and eventually became the chief
operating officer, which is the executive officeBattes Fabric.

Hal always very, very, stayed very close to loaategnment. | would not, | don’t know his



involvement with Ed Muskie, only because | do krtvat he was an absolute staunch supporter
of Margaret Chase Smith, who was obviously a copteary of Ed Muskie. | am sure Hal had
the greatest respect for Ed, but again as | poiot¢d mean, he was clearly in Margaret Chase
Smith’s camp, a very loyal supporter of Margarea§€hSmith. Hal has always been a strong
influence in local government, not only during thme he worked at Bates Fabric, or Bates
Manufacturing, it's had so many names now. Andmwhe left there he went, he was a mediator
for a while, or an arbitrator, and subsequentlytwemwork full-time at Central Maine Medical
Center. And, until his retirement, Hal was alwagsy, very, very strong in local politics and
was one of the chief lieutenants to Jim Longlegerfor the governorship of Maine. Hal was
certainly on the inner circles along with a fewestcommunity people here. His son Paul is the
attorney down on Lisbon Street.

AL: How about Al Cote?

LG: Well, Al Cote is a great gentleman, a true Amerizaavery respect. | knew Al many,
many years ago when he was active in the socibkcparticularly Les Montagnards, which is a
snowshoe club. Very, very strong local politiciaary strong following. Al served a number of
years in the House and of course Al was known i®sheer size, he tipped the scale a little bit.
In his early youthful years, Al would run, wouldtgevolved in many food-eating contests and
would always come out the winner, which supporgsftt that he was not a small person. But
[he was] a great person, a very lovable kind otlgeman who was always, always a gentleman
in terms of his relationship in the House, had maeglings. And you could always go to Al and
state your case and Al would always be the kinpgep$on that would think it through and, you
know, if your position made sense would support.you

Al ran for City Council while | was city administia, and was a great gentleman, a very, very
dedicated public servant, cared for his ward, céwethe community as a whole. He also
worked | believe as a register of deeds, regidtprabate for Androscoggin county. He was
always a public figure and always had a very, wrgng following from rank and file blue
collar workers, particularly labor unions, alwaysrked very closely with Louis Jalbert, a very,
very close friend of Louis and others. And | sudgee was a very, very close friend of Ed
Muskie. | mean, he, you know, Al Cote spans twthoee, at least three decades in politics,
maybe more, and particularly during the years Egkiiserved as governor and U.S. Senator.
| suspect Al was a very close friend, on a firsheabasis, with Ed Muskie.

AL: How about John Orestis?

LG: Well, John Orestis is unique. He’s more of my eomporary, though he’s just a shade
younger than | am. John Orestis comes from a kvedivn family here, the Orestis’, of course
Orestis. And Toni Orestis owned Marois Restautaistaunt. And | know his dad was an
accountant, public accountant. John Orestis heftommunity, went to Georgetown, got his
degree in law, came back and started a practideRaul Cote. And, which is now Hammond,
Cote and Hammond, but in those days Orestis wasptrat. John immediately, he had
politics in his blood and | suspect it had to ddtke bit with the fact that he was a staff
employee on Ed Muskie’s staff in Washington whiégevias going to George Washington Law
School. And | know he had a great deal of resfedEd Muskie. John came back to Lewiston,



began his law practice. We were right in the madseceiving a federal grant under the Model
Cities program in the late ‘60s. John got involuethat capacity and was very active with the
Model Cities program. He eventually became citgraey for the city of Lewiston, and then
decided to run for office himself and got electealyor of Lewiston.

And that's where | really got to know John the destause | was then city controller, and |
traveled with John. And of course every time watite Washington we had to stop in and see
Ed Muskie and talk to the staff. So obviously elinhim on a first name basis, and | got to
know Ed a little bit more from that perspectivegugh | can’t say | really knew him well. But |
obviously had a number of opportunities to be irsgalesence over the years. And there’s a
little anecdote, which I'll share with you in a ment. But, you know, John, John was just a
great figure, developed to be a very strong palitigpe, still is, very active in fund-raising for
the Democratic Party, very much aligned with thkedi of Severin Beliveau and others, Pachios
and others who are very strong Democratic prop@efibhd John was a great mayor for
Lewiston; he was very, very active. He really nubtee city into the grantmanships age, where
federal grants, federal programs were plentifahnlimmediately got a leadership position with
the National League of Cities in Washington, onlibard of directors, so it took him there quite
a bit. And John was able to leverage folks likeMfigskie to deliver for us.

A little anecdote dealing with Ed: just before, ghoafter he had been appointed, well, while he
was serving as Secretary of State and just befiererid of his term as Secretary of State, we
were in Washington. There were two events, soaneicdotes. One is that we’d stopped in at
Ed Muskie’s office and | can’t remember if it wadlae same meeting or different meetings, but
we’d stopped at Ed Muskie’s office and John wagtoigawith Ed. And it turned out that that
very night they were holding a reception for Gedwjtchell, who was then running against Jim
Longley for governor. And, so it had to be a difiet meeting, because he was still a state
senator, United States senator. So we got intitekis reception and lo and behold, it was a
major fund-raising session for George Mitchell im$ington, friends of Ed Muskie, and so we
got to the door and obviously they were taking gbations. And so I, and I, up to that point, in
all of my public life as a public official I'd neveontributed to any political campaign. So |
obviously felt embarrassed, and John made a smtiibution and | really didn’t feel like | was
going to crash the gate, being invited by Ed Musl8e | decided, | believe, to make a twenty-
five or fifty dollar contribu-, maybe it was a twigrfive dollar contribution, it wasn’t very much
money, for George Mitchell.

And we went to the reception. It was just a fuadser, cocktails and the whole get-. And there
were a few local people here who were there footeasion, Roland Landry in particular who
was then a member of the county commission. AndrRls another person you ought to really
interview; he’s still around. Roland obviously wasobviously a good friend and good
supporter of Ed Muskie, and a few other peopled Ajust tangentially happened to be the
annual meeting of the National County Commissiaassociation in Washington, D.C., so
there were county commissioners there, Roland bamegof them. So there was a few folks we
saw from Maine, obviously George Mitchell includead Bill Hathaway and others. So that,
we did our thing, and as you know, history tellghet Jim Longley got elected governor.

Well, tangentially | was at that time chairman o&ille Municipal Bond Bank and my term was



coming up. So to some extent | probably viewesia shoo-in, coming from Lewiston and
serving in the Bond Bank, that the governor wowdainly renominate me for another term on
the Bond Bank. And | had lots of support fromth# professionals in the industry, particularly
from Wall Street and others, and the governor simmuld not renominate me. And | stayed on
the Maine Municipal Bond Bank for almost nine manés unappointed, or if you want, just
continuing until a replacement is appointed. Th#te way the statute reads, you continue in
office until a replacement is appointed. Well, Hmnd council were getting a little bit edgy
about this stuff because one of the disclosurgstihge to make in the offering statement is to
clearly indicate that all commissioners of the B&ahk have been duly appointed and qualified
for the office. And, you know, how do you dealhvén issue of a chairman of the board who's
been on, you know, an extended term without reagpp@nt, even though the statutes were
correct?

So they kept pressing that, “Jeez, why don’t yaitlge governor to formally nominate you so
you can clear this hurdle?” So we started puttititfle pressure on the governor’s office to do
something. Well, the feedback | got was very semplom, as a matter of fact it came from Hal
Gosselin, who was a close friend. And Hal calledup and he says, “Look, you know, you
keep calling the governor’s office to see what lggsg to do about your appointment.” He
says, “It's very simple, the governor’s not goiogeappointment you. You can serve as long as
you want, but he’s not going to reappoint you, lyoy know, if you're uncomfortable with that,
you know, let us know and we’ll appoint someone elrit the governor won't reappoint you.”
And | said, “Well why? What'd | do to the gover?6rl mean I, | realized, you know, | mean, |
didn’t do anything to the governor. “Oh,” he saiah yeah, you did,” he says, “you know

we’ve got your name as a contributor for Georgechttl, and you went to Washington such and
such a date, and you contributed to George Mitchalcampaign. He was running against Jim
Longley. So, you know, you're either with us owuye not, and obviously you're not, and
therefore the governor will not confirm, will natrgply nominate you to another term. It's as
simple as that.” So that's one anecdote aboutlbBdwluskie got me in deep doo-doo from that
point of view.

But so be it, that’s the world of politics. I'veminded George Mitchell several times about
what that twenty-five dollars cost me. Not thawvés a big issue; it was a prestigious issue. It
was just the idea of, you know, liking the work dsvdoing at the Bond Bank. | was chair of the
bank and they certainly wanted me to stay and te¢ato stay. But the opportunity didn’t
present itself for a twenty-five dollar contributito George Mitchell.

Now, in event, the other anecdote really has tasda very positive one. Just as Ed Muskie was
stepping down as Jimmy Carter’s term was endind,daming the Iran-Contra affair, we were in
Washington again with John Orestis on another aaeasAnd John called Ed’s secretary or
AA, Gayle [Cory], and | can’t remember her last marior a tour of the State Department
because we’d never been to the State Departmemnwandinted to stop in to see Ed. Well,
unfortunately we were not able to see Ed. He Wwasyas there but he was involved in
negotiation with this Iran-Contra affair. And, lBayle gave us a complete tour of the State
Department, which | found to be very exciting, lanecompared to the White House it's superb.
And we had a chance to literally walk through Eoffice as Secretary of State, and she
explained all the doodads that were there andexcetAnd it was quite an experience, one that



I'll always remember. But unfortunately, we sawtdt morning very, very briefly as he
stepped out of the room and we said, “Hi,” butim jmoved along to some other engagement;
obviously he had a lot on his mind. But that wasther very positive engagement with Ed
Muskie as Secretary of State, so, kind of fun stuff

AL: Tell me a little about Estelle Lavoie.

LG: Well, Estelle is, again, much younger; Estelle iscal individual who went to local
schools. | know the family quite well. Her mottier years worked at the Fleet Bank here
downstairs, and now married to Dom Tardiff, herosetmarriage. Estelle was also a cousin of
a good friend of mine who was personnel directanitgtof Lewiston. Whenever we went to
Washington, after, well, after Estelle went to Wagton for Ed Muskie, whenever we went to
Washington we always called in on Muskie. And wdaar the occasion presented itself we'd
take Estelle out and she’d brief us on things. Mh@&never we needed support, particularly
endorsement for federal grants and aid, alwaystbesll Ed Muskie, well, call Estelle and with
Estelle we’d obviously have a direct input with Edreat individual, worked briefly for Ed
Muskie and then subsequently George Mitchell, thesided to go to law school while she was
in Washington, D.C. and now works for Preti, Flahend Beliveau at the Portland office.
Estelle has always been a close friend, partigulanlen she was in Washington. We could
always count on her support. She would always rsake that through the auspices of Ed
Muskie or George Mitchell that we’'d get to the tigieople for the right buttons to push and get
things done, and was very, very instrumental inipaarly some of the big grants we got here in
Lewiston. And I'm thinking Model Cities, I'm thinkg of UDAG and things of that nature.
Franco-American.

AL: Can you tell me what it meant to be a Democrahbéntwin cities when you were growing
up, and what does it mean today?

LG: That's an interesting question, never thought.ofritthose days, very frankly, when | first
enrolled as a voter, it was just a given: you dadohs a Democrat. | mean, you lived in
Lewiston. | still am; I've never changed my groupwas a, not only a philosophical issue, |
mean you certainly endorsed the philosophy of tambcratic Party, but fundamentally being in
Lewiston and being a Franco-American and beingvirere virtually everyone around you is a
Democrat. | don’'t know how many Republicans amuad, | just knew a handful of them,
because they had to pop up in boards and commsssiogity government. In those days they
had to have at least one or two on every boargpadknew a few of them. But they were the
minority by any stretch; | mean, everybody around was enrolled as a Democrat.

And so, being a Democrat was just the way of lifeday I'm not sure that’s true. Today I'm

not sure that, you know, the way you enroll neadlys@flects your political philosophy. And |
think people today, and Maine has certainly dematet that over and over again, vote their
conscience. Even though you may be labeled asr@bBat or as a Republican, or an unenrolled
voter, people vote their conscience in Maine. Aisdclear given the nature of the election
results that if only unenrolled elected, they’dlmbly never get an Angus King or never get a
Jim Longley in office. | think it's very differentbday. | don’t think being a, labeled a Democrat
or a Republican or an independent means as muthklidsn those days. And | don’t think



there’s any adverse reaction that there might baea in those days if you're not “one of us”. |
think things are, times have changed significaimtlihat regard. | would not, and | don’t think
the community as a whole would look differentlyagberson who would choose to be unenrolled
or choose to enroll as a Republican or a Demodridtink people in Maine simply accept the
fact that regardless what label you have, whengmto the polls you vote your conscience.

I’m not sure what that says in terms of primarie&now that’s an issue with the primaries in
Maine because only those who are enrolled in a/gar vote in the primaries. The, and | don’t
know, | haven’t given it much thought in terms ydu know, the need to change that. Though
my sense would be that it probably ought to chdyvegause more and more people today choose
to be unenrolled because they really are simplingayl’'m going to go vote and I'll vote my
conscience and I'll vote for the person | reallyiddee can do the best job for the community, the
state or the country.” And maybe the primary issae a little bit outdated.

AL: How much did you focus on politics at the statid aational level in the ‘60s and ‘70s?

LG: If you're looking at politics with a big “P,” nonel. was never, as | said, in all of my career
in public administration, at least twenty-sevenrgeaith the city of Lewiston, never actively got
involved in any of the political affiliations, evéhough | was enrolled as a Democrat. | never
got involved in local politics, never took posit®an city council seats with mayor seats,
members running for the House and Senate at ttee@taational level. | was always basically
trying to keep neutral ground. Since I've leftdbgovernment, I've gotten a little bit more
actively involved. You develop life-long friendsy | certainly got involved tangentially
supporting John Menario when he made his bid feegwor. John and | are contemporaries in
public administration. He was former finance dioedn Portland, | was controller in Lewiston;
he was city manager in Portland when | was chietative officer in Lewiston. We’ve known
each other for a long time. When he started tdougovernor | felt that | wanted to support
him, and did so in a very low-keyed way. When rkenl for Maine Development Foundation, |
was approached by Bob Woodbury on the same reBstm good friend when he was president
of the University of Southern Maine and chancelldnd when he decided to run for governor
we chatted, he solicited my support, and | ceryasalid | would. And | also worked for Joe
Brennan’s election as well, because Joe was insintahin helping us establish Lewiston-
Auburn College here. And | sort of felt the obtiga that he supported us when we needed him
the most as governor, | certainly could do a litiiiefor him to. . . .

AL: Which election was that?

LG: The last election when he ran against Angis$usan Collins].

AL: Ninety-six?

LG: Yeah. So after | left city government, | sort ah¢entially got involved. That was, | made
small contributions, which | never made while | vilm®ffice except for one. And to, you know,

to the extent that | was able to participate inos meetings and forums on their behalf | did.

AL: You talked a little bit about some of the issthest brought you to Washington where you



had some contact with Ed Muskie and his office. atiaere your impressions of Senator
Muskie and his influence on the state?

LG: Well, a little bit difficult for the state becausi®at was not my focus in those days. | mean
I, he, during my tenure as controller and chiefeetiwe officer, which spans a period of almost
twenty-two years, we had at least one meeting alyested by the National League of Cities
called the Congressional City Conference. And theéting generally always included a
meeting with the congressional delegation on Capiilbor their office, which was generally
organized through Maine Municipal Association asdjunct to the National League of Cities.
So that every year we, obviously we’'d go to Wastungat least for that occasion. We'd get a
briefing on what's before the new Congress, tygdsgislation coming forth, sort of get a sense
of how much of that would help local government atate government. And in some cases
they were clearly in sync. And then we’d alwayséian opportunity to meet either individually
with our congressional people if we could set upegeting, or we had a collective meeting
organized by Maine Municipal Association where fitngr congressional people were invited to
make a presentation.

My reflection on the plenary session with Maine Mupal was that whenever Ed Muskie came
in, the rest of them just sat quietly and Ed towekrahe forum. If we had a half-hour or forty-
five minutes or an hour with the congressional gialien, it would not be unusual that Ed would
come in and once he was given the floor would aityutake the floor and few minutes were left
for the rest of the delegation to add on. How do follow Ed Muskie? | mean it's always, he
was such a powerful, influential member of Congiadbose days. That, you know, the Bill
Hathaways would sit there and agree with Ed, agdnlt remember who the representatives
were but, besides Bill. But he was such an outspaidividual even in the days of, the other
side, Margaret Chase Smith.

So for years, | mean, for a number of years gtong/ashington, whenever Ed showed up, Ed
pretty much monopolized the opportunity. And wHith it was pretty much, hate to say it, but a
one-way conversation. Ed would come in, he hashgoh knowledge, he’'d just share the stuff,
and by the time he was done there was no timeuesttpning anyway. So it turned out to be a
one-way dialogue. But my experience in all my gdawas in public administration, Ed was
always, always supportive. | mean, if you needsdffice, you needed his support, Ed would
always be there for you.

AL: He was accessible?

LG: He was very accessible. And, you know, if theegig way, shape or manner that he could
give you the time of day, he would be there. I'tlerall too many occasions where we planned
it to be with Ed, and I'm not saying just a dropriow. But if you were going to Washington,

you made an appointment ahead of time to see l@mds there. He was generally available
and he may only give you fifteen minutes but heiceg/ou the time. There’s one particular
event about Ed that rings, that strikes a bell,yamdmight want to talk to a guy by the name of
Paul Dionne who is, | believe Paul was the maydr980, when he was elected mayor under the
new city charter. | believe we had a traditionhiose days that following the inaugural
ceremony for mayor, we had a mayor’s inaugural bahg/hich was held at Stekino’s, which no



longer exists.

And my recollection is that the first year that Pgat elected, 1980, Ed Muskie was the keynote
speaker. And right, wrong or indifferent, it wast about the time there were many issues,
global issues in the Middle East going on. And] ahcourse these things, by the time you sat
down at, dinner was like eight o’clock. And thag# was jam-packed, and Ed was the keynote
speaker following dinner. 1 think he spoke for tivaurs straight without stopping on
international affairs and, with very little dealimgth politics, and it went on and on and on and
on. | think we left there at like quarter of eleva something like that. It just never ended.
Now, it may not have been two hours, may just sektinat way.

But all | do know is that he just got up there @t spoke on these international affairs; | guess
he’d just come back from a foreign trip. It neeeded. It never, never ended. And usually
these affairs are jubilant kind of affairs. Yowha keynote speaker, he goes up there and
congratulates the city government and the new magdmembers of the city council that got
recently elected, and new appointees to boarde@amdnissions, and how great it is to be here.

It was at least, it was well over an hour of inegronal affairs that, you know, like, went right
over everybody’s head, including mine. But it vea® recollection of Ed Muskie that comes to
mind.

AL: I'm going to stop the tape here.
LG: Yeah.

End of Interview #1
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