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The pieaant Administration's official policy makes it
appear that the United States has become blind and indifferent
to the vast social revolution enﬁulfing Latin America. This
attitude disregards presént facts and future possibilities.
Latin America is not a distant place inhebited by unknown
strangers, It is a region of neighbors, with a large periphery
of‘borders that blend into our own. MNore than ten million of
durrpe0p1e Ehnre its hciedity. It is linked to us by history
sinée before the'fhe dawn of our independence, ané by a long
tradition of friendship and alliance through the most agonizing
years of world crisﬁe. We are vitally linked by trade and
canmerce; indeed, if Latin America can succeed in its economic

development--and of all the developing regions of the world it

can be the first to succeed a=we would

derive increased strength to our own economy., Yet at the wary

time that virtuvally every nation in this region needs our most
sensitive understanding, stirred as they are by a powerful and

assertive nationalism to discard archaic institutions and to

discover new pathways to Human needs , the Nixon Administra-

tion has retreated to what it calls a “low profile“--a code

word for low interest, low imagination, low leadership, and

low periormance.




[F'¥

-2-

We have discarded the Alliance for Progress with no good
substitute in sight., The first steps toward the Alliance; the-
establ ishment of the Inter-American Pevelopment Bank, the Act
of Bogota, and the establishme;t of the Social Progress Trust
Pund, were taken during the last years of the Eisenhower administra-
tion. The Kennedy and Johnson administrations gave continuity to |
those beginnings and developed the U.B. Bid Program and the other
institutions that constituted the Alliance., Yet, with the opportu~
nity /to give further continuity to a policy designed to meet Latin
mmerica‘s overriding problems of economic and social aevelopment,‘

the Rixon adminigtration has uwnaccomntably substituted a rhetorical

barrage suggesting “action for progress," action on trade prefercnces,

proposals for "upgrading” the head of the State Department's Latin
American Bureauw to the level of Un@ersecretary, the traensfer of
technology, and the pursuit of a “"special relationship«~all of
ﬁhioh have remained, however, pure rhetoric--the promises,
explicitly made, have remained explicitly unfulfilled., They are

hidden somewhere under the low profile.
We peed a new policy for Latin America, reconstructed from
the shanbles the Nixon Adnministration has made of the Alliance.
8imply to sell ayms to the region, to train their police to suppress
dissent, to withhbld support for loans in the multilateral institu-

7
tions to impose pressure against nationalization of resourcea(%pﬁ'
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; annoyances-pthese dtributes of the "low profile” policy scarcely'
befit the most powerful nation of the Western Bemisphere in its

dealings with its closest neighbors.
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We should be carnestly engaged in developing with the
Latin American nations a new set of institutions to facilitate
their effortst:g;iegional integration, & basic program initiated
under the Alliance but which is now virtually stagnant, Ve
shouwld be together giving impulse to the Organization of American

States whose structure was modernized under the Alliance, but

which 18 Bow inert.” The Inter-Amecican Developmant Bank neaeds a

major overhaul of its programs to meet the urgent needs of the
region. We need imaginative new institutions that can help to
conciliate national intercets/ with those of private investment
andwcpnvert these conflicts into cooperative ventures. We need

\ ; * i
to revise owr trade relations with the region. with which we .
have & favorable trade balance, as we revise them with the rest
A N /
of the world, but faking account of the region's special problems.

We need 3 couragéous exercise of exeoutive leadership in order

that a skeptical Congress will be willing Lo support a new and

creative direction of oux Latin American policy.

1 regret our recent neglect of Latin America; not only

pecause it is & region of friends and allies, but because of
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larger reasons of our own national intercst. The era of patroniz-

ing and unilateral invocation of the MDan? doctrine is dead, asi
: T |
Latin Amarica seeks a new relationship e the world. A wise,

patient and friendly pelicy could induce Latin America, seeking to
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% 1mp;emaﬂt its new found independence, to rejoin our country in ‘
A making this Hemisphere a region of freedom and social justice. |
i
g Continuved neglect, on the other hand, will lead to our own isolaqion--
) |

y ‘to’the unhappy and dangerovs paradox of a powerful United Statos |

“*\iithout ' Friends of allies in Its own geographic region of the |
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