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Transcript

Andrea L'Hommedieu: This is an interview on September 20th, the P€@0, at the Muskie
Archives at Bates College in Lewiston, Maine. We iaterviewing Don Hansen today and this
is Andrea L'Hommedieu. | guess to start off, iluyoould say and spell your full name?

Donald Hansen: Donald Hansen, and D-O-N-A-L-D, H-A-N-S-E-NsiDanish and uh-.

AL:  And where and when were you born?

DH: 1 was born July 14th, 1935 in Presque Isle, Main

AL:  And is that where you grew up?

DH: Yes, yes, | went to Presque Isle High Schodlgmnaduated there. | have no family left

there now.

AL:  Were both your parents from that area?



DH: No, they were both from New Brunswick, they eveaturalized citizens so I'm a first
generation American as a result of that, and tlaeyecto Presque Isle. My father worked in the
grange store in Presque Isle and my mother wasrataey.

AL:  And what were their names?

DH: Daniel Hansen and Blanche Hansen.

AL:  And what was your mother’s maiden name?

DH: Stevenson.

AL:  Stevenson. Now they came from -

DH: New Brunswick.

AL:  New Brunswick, Canada. Did you have siblings?

DH: No.

AL:  You were an only child?

DH: Yeah.

AL:  So what was the Presque Isle community likbaittime?

DH: Well, it was obviously a small town and one msireet, you know, and that was it. A
farming community, one hotel, had been an air base during WWII, but a very small rural
town.

AL:  What do you think growing up in a small comntyiike that gave you as far as the
formation of yourself? Well maybe I'm not askingthight. Let me ask a different question.
What do you think some of the values were that yaurents instilled in you growing up?
DH: | think probably to work hard, study, Christiaalues.

AL:  Where did you go to college?

DH: | went to Boston University. | majored in joafism there. When | was, oh, I'd say
probably ten years old, | got a little rubber prigtpress and you put in pieces of rubber type
and you could make a little newspaper. And | was fascinated by it and began to make

newspapers. And that's when | decided that | wétdeget involved in journalism, so | never
had any questions or doubts or thoughts of anyteisg from then on.



AL:  Yeah. So that was a very young age to spatk ano interest. What was it like going
from Presque Isle, Maine to Boston?

DH: It was a radical change. I'd never really hddrad been to Washington and New York,
you know, once on trips, but | never, never liviedre. And I, Presque Isle was so rural that the
first pizza | ever had in my life was in, was indon. It was the first time I'd ever seen
television, I'd never seen television until | gotdollege in 1953. It was a very broadening
experience.

Boston was a marvelous place and in those dayshidea lot of legitimate theater. And a friend
of mine was, my roommate my freshman year, was nimgan, going to major in theater and we
used to go to the theaters. Well actually, we’ty omsually only, we’d wait outside and go in at
intermission and see if we could find a seat, yoovk just mingle with the crowd and go in.
And | saw the last two acts, or the last acts cdaful lot of shows.

AL:  So how did, once you had that experience ist@g what made you want to come back
to Maine?

DH: I'd always, | always liked Maine and even imee during college in the summer time |
worked up in Rangeley, for the chamber of commegcéhere in the summer time. And when |
graduated | went to Boothbay Harbor and editeti@wteekly newspaper there for a year. And
then | moved to the Portland, Portland newspapgesaalater.

AL:  And what year was that? Was that '57?

DH: This was in 1959, very late in ‘59, and workkdre all my career until | retired nine
years ago. And I've got, I've got sons, both adrthheld more jobs in their young lives than |
ever did. The society’s changed in the way yolpk®aeving these days. My older boy says if
he doesn’t interview for a job once a year, hesdwing right.

AL:  Yeah. So you were in Maine in the fif-, irB'§ou went away to college in Boston. Did
you, had you ever heard of Ed Muskie or not urdil game back?

DH: Oh @nintelligible word), hard to miss, no, I'd heard of him. He uh,ihththe first year |
was eligible to vote was in 1958 and he was running

AL:  Running for the senate.

DH: Yeah, yeah. And | can remember | cast an dbsdyallot because | was going to basic
training, | was in the National Guard and | washgoaway for six months on active duty. And |
can remember | had just cast my absentee balloh wie came along but, down the main
street, but Fred Payne. And | shook hands withdmihsaid hello and it occurred to me, gee,
this is the first time | voted and | voted for Ediskie and who do | see? The first thing.



AL: Neat. So you had a sense of who he was th&858.

DH: Oh sure.

AL:  You had, you had been away but did you sed¢ wha happening with the elections?
DH: Oh yeah, oh sure, yeah.

AL:  What was your impression from sort of, in tbieEEd Muskie?

DH: 1didn’t have any personal feelings about hinfelt strongly that Maine ought to have a
two party system and they didn’t, and, for yeard years. And | was pleased to finally see
somebody who could galvanize the party and soyinathad a little competition. Because, you
know, if there’s only one party there isn’'t anystieof ideas and there isn’'t any spark for
innovation, change. So | was happy about thatsasdl

AL:  What -?

DH: But I've never joined a political party.

AL:  No?

DH: No, never have.

AL:  Was that in part for your professional career?

DH: Yeah, yeah, | thought it was better if |, ahe Ivoted all over the lot. | voted for Richard
Nixon, | voted against Richard Nixon. You know,d’wever cast a, what, they used to have a
straight ballot in Maine, the big box. | never cadeallot for all the candidates in one party, even
today | can usually find, pick and choose.

AL:  Now when did you first meet Ed Muskie?

DH: Oh, it must have been probably about 19-,1880 because | had just become the State
House reporter, the political reporter, and sodtild have been about that time. And | saw very
little of him because he was in Washington andngally didn’t see much of him. | wouldn’t
see much of him until 1964 when he was back campagygso | -

AL: Do you have recollections of your first megthim?

DH: No, I don’t, I don't. And I don’t think we werreally ever close at all, not at all. |

enjoyed, | thought he was a terrific politician bluion’t know, we just didn’t, didn’t uh ever get
close the way | was closer personally to someipiits than him.



AL:  Which ones did you get close to?

DH: Oh, a variety of them. Stan Tupper, the cosgran; John Reed, he’s the godfather of
my oldest child; and Ken Curtis; Bill Hathaway. &svalways more comfortable with them than
with Ed Muskie.

AL:  What sort of, | have a, | have a question aldwen you're a reporter and they'’re a
politician how do you sort of have the relationsai how do you still keep, you know, how do
you, you know, there’s always a line between.

DH: Yeah, I think, you don’'t want to get too cldeeany politician and for that reason you're,
you have to be as impartial as you can, it's arossfble job. Obviously you tend to like
somebody more than somebody else. But it's a, peaking of a personal basis now, some
people have ideas that | consider odd but I, yalyhys tried to just report the facts as much as
| could.

AL:  Now in ‘64 when Ed Muskie was in the staté&téelmore, running for reelection for the
senate, what were your, did you follow him and répa his campaign, or -?

DH: Yeah, yeah, and, let's see, he was runninghag@iliff Mcintyre at that time and CIiff
was from Aroostook County as you may know. I'mrgpt lost the question.

AL:  Just sort of what, what did covering that caigp entail, what sort of things did you
attend that he was at and what was Cliff McIntyke?

DH: CIiff was Republican, conservative, a very ywikeable person but he was, he was not
Muskie’s equal by any intellectual standpoint. Aewkn from a political standpoint, he, good
Lord, | can remember Muskie walked rings around imrdebates, and fashioned the debates in
such a way that Cliff could not obviously win. drcremember one debate, God, it's coming
back to me now. The title of the debate was, “BiiMuskie’s vote against the Peril Point
Amendment cause the closing of a mill in some Mamo®munity?” Holy crow, that's a
debate? And he, you, he was just very, very cléwarway.

And | can remember he had a pretty good tempet aad remember it was towards the end of
the campaign. | believe it was the Republicans matkan ad that said, a newspaper ad, “What
changed you, Ed?” And it was sort of an openiédttat, gee, you used to be a nice fellow as
governor but now you’ve got to Washington and yawy’re not one of us any more. What
changed you, Ed? And | can remember Ed Muski@nktit was at the Eastland Hotel, he was
coming down to have a press conference to dendburghorrible personal attack on him. And
he could, he could get very, very angry, | meard get so excited you could literally see the
dandruff flying out of his hair, you know. But & remember George Mitchell. When they
came in George, he smiled at me and he said, ‘@e&jere afraid they weren’t going to do
something awful like this to give him an excusgéd up and rant and rave.”



AL:  So they used it to their advantage.

DH: Yeah, yeah, well no, it was, he did have assdbtemper but there was also this, that,
this thing. He liked to get up in righteous indigoa to the horrible things that he perceived
were done against him in a campaign.

AL: Interesting. How did the, when you first be@gathe news business what was it like
from the perspective of how it’s different now?

DH: It's completely different. When | started hretnewspaper business it was axiomatic that
a piece of equipment that the newspaper had woedt wut before it became obsolete. | mean,
you had moveable type, the invention of the mowe&jige, and a rotary press, and that was
about it, and standard typewriters. And the tetdmodidn’t change. By the time I retired it
was axiomatic that if you didn’t get your money’snth out of a piece of equipment in four
year’s time, it was going, it's going to be changde technology is changing so rapidly. So it's
just a revolutionaryunintelligible word) in the way newspapers are produced today anddlye
they were produced when | began.

AL:  How many years were you the State House quoreient?
DH: Just about twelve years.
AL:  Twelve years, and then you went to the Padtlaapers?

DH: No, no, | was with the Portland papers all insame back and became the editorial
director for the Portland newspapers. And | dat timtil | retired nine years ago.

AL:  Now as the State House correspondent, whaldwimy what would a typical day entail?

DH: Well, when the legislature was in session, Whias, you know, five, six months, you
were up there Monday through Friday and coverimigpua aspects of the legislature and as well
as the politics that were involved. And when thgidlature was not in session you were
basically a political reporter and a State Hougerer. | covered news of state government.
And in, | took a year off. | got a fellowship frothe National Political Science Association, a
neat course, a mid career year off. And | wenheéoNlaxwell School at Syracuse and studied
primarily, basically intergovernmental relationse trelationship between federal government
and the state governments and the state governm@uesiscal governments. And that was
helpful to me. | enjoyed that.

And that was | think in 1967, ‘68 so | got backnork just in time for that 1968 campaign, the
vice presidential campaign. And it was on that caigp that | met Ted Lippman who was an
editorial writer for, and a reporter, for tBaltimore Sun and we got to know each other during
the campaign. And Ted said, “Look, | think therb@la book in this and would you be interested



in doing it?” And | said, “Sure.” I'd do the Mairend and he’d do the, do the Washington
because he covered Washington, congress. And stidwktook | think it was three months off
in would be 1970 | believe, yeah, because the loaoke out in early ‘70, ‘71 or mid point in
‘71, | can’t remember.

But, and Muskie had offered us ten hours of higtand we never got that much, it just didn’t
work out well. And, but the book itself, well hevag, he never mentioned to me, never
mentioned that book once, what he thought of itd Anever asked him. And then towards the
end of his life, and he never told Ted either wieathought of it. And towards the end of his life
he saw Ted in Washington and said, “Come in hedevagill talk for a minute.” And he said,
you know, “I never mentioned that book becauselhdithink it helped my campaign at all, the
presidential campaign.” And of course that watimétreason we wrote the book. | can
understand him feeling that way, but | think we atvtve set out to do was to write a, | don’t
know that you've ever read the book -

AL:  Got it right on my shelf.

DH: Oh good, yeah. Well, it, we tried to write & taook, not a ode to somebody, we tried to
be non partisan about the candidate. And so itnao is perfect and certainly he wasn’t. The,
Loring and the Prestile Stream water classificatmallow -

AL:  Oh, the sugar beet industry?

DH: The sugar beet industry. You know, here wgsyawho'’s, you know, an
environmentalist from the word go and this was ggrring change. So | can understand his
attitude, but you did the best you can, so.

AL:  Did you have some sess-, some, a little biilno¢ with him one on one?

DH: Oh yes, yeah, yeah, yeah, but we never gduth&n hours that we would have liked to
have had. But the book did pretty well becaus@gwteat out early. There was another book, a
biography of him, that came, had a very short lifeyas a very good book but it had a short life
because it came out just about the time of theqres. And, geez, you know, in a couple of
months he wasn’t a candidate.

AL:  Right. Do you know what book that was?

DH: I'mtrying to remember desperately. You ddréve it here.

AL: We have Journeywhich he wrote, but we also have, there’s oneedadiiuskie, the Man
From Main&

DH: There, that's it.



AL: Is that it?
DH: Ah-hah, I'm trying to remember who wrote that.

AL:  Yeah, | don’t have it right there. We havaithe collection, though. | know the book,
yeah.

DH: Okay, okay, so we had a good advantage beeaibad basically close to a year to sell
books and we sold a few.

AL:  So you were covering political news in Maineduring his vice presidential run?
DH: Yeah.

AL:  What was, do you have a sense or recollectbttzat campaign and some of the
occurrences or events that were covered? Or dimdeof Maine people about Muskie as vice
president?

DH: Well he, he, that, | can remember the ‘68 cdgmpao much better because, one, it was
longer, and two, | don’t have much of a recollectas the ‘72 campaign. Because, one, it was
relatively short and two, after New Hampshire, ¥oow, he was raving about running against
the phantom percentage and this was not how weillvhether he was going to win or not but by
how much, you know. And he was saying, look, thjsvell he won the New Hampshire
primary but not by the percentage that the presgppose and party leaders thought was
necessary. So he was, in that sense he was ruagangst a phantom percentage that he had to
get to. And it went downhill, you know, after thaAnd so it was over and that was it. He went
back to Maine and stopped campaigning.

AL:  But the Hum-, right, the Humphrey-Muskie titke ‘68, do you remember that time
period, can you tell me?

DH: Yeah, he was, yeah that was an exciting camgagause he stood a good chance of
winning, you know, and it was very strange daysar remember we were out in San Francisco.
And he went to, had to be careful where he werthercampuses in those days because of the
opposition to the Vietnam War. And Humphrey of iseuwas vice president but he couldn’t, he
couldn’t move away from the president far enoughebn Muskie had a little more latitude, but
I’'m trying to remember, we went to one, San FrazwiState College. All | remember about it,
it's where Bill Russell, the basketball player, wemschool. But it was said to be the safest
campus in all of California and it was, these kigse well behaved. Then a month later | read
in the newspaper where they’d just had huge riwset, you know. And, he was the strongest
part of that ticket. | thought Hubert Humphrey veawonderful fellow and, but there was a
feeling that Muskie was a more preferable canditteta Humphrey because he was carrying all
of Lyndon’s luggage, the war, and Muskie was rigit there was, they lost.



AL:  What, do you have recollections of what theifgy was in Maine, the people in Maine,
any specific recollections of the support for Méski that campaign?

DH: In ‘687
AL:  Yes, ‘68.

DH: In ‘68 there was all kinds of support for hirmré obviously. Butin 1972 a lot of Maine
Democrats were upset because of his poor campéanknow, it just didn’t work well. And

the crying in the snow in New Hampshire outsidelinéon Leader didn’t help. | don’t know
whether he cried or not, it was snowing and he eudside in the snow and very emotional. But,
you know, it's, politicians whether they cry or ntgtey’re not supposed to and this was seen as a
sign of weakness.

AL:  One guestion | want to be sure and ask yothat you felt Ed Muskie’s greatest
contribution was to Maine and to the nation, ifitheere the same things or different?

DH: So far as Maine is concerned, it was touchebafare, he recreated the Democratic Party
in Maine and that was a wonderful thing. The Rdipahs had controlled the state for so long
that they were fat and complacent and no ideasp¢xadeave things alone, and he created,
recreated a two party system here. And now webteagystem that, despite a couple of
independent governors, the state is basically Deatiod think. And the Democrats will do,

I’'m sure, exactly what the Republicans do, did, #vad is get fat and lackadaisical and then the
Republicans will rejuvenate themselves or someadii@wit for them. But that was his, | think,
his greatest gift to Maine was creating a party.

As far as federal government was concerned, | thenkrought a lot of concern. The
environment, and he was one of the first senatbis i@ally saw the environment as a political, |
mean a problem for politicians, not to be used political sense but to solve problems. I'd say
that would probably be as important a contribuasrhe made. We're lucky to have had him.

We've uh, he and George Mitchell | think are woridegents, and on the other side you've got
Bill Cohen, an exceptional senator, and it's, aad gan go back to Margaret Chase Smith. For
a small state we’ve produced a number of very tatkrvery talented people in contrast to the
smallness, the numerical standing of the state, duite often Maine has two senators that most
people know them. | mean, people from elsewhare know. And it's true today because
you've got two females. | don’t think either onetbém are up to the, intellectually up to the
standards of Muskie or Mitchell or Cohen, but tmeknown, they're known. And you can'’t

say that about a lot of states, who are the senftmn, you know, sometimes you have to think.
But, so we’ve been very fortunate that way.

AL:  I'm trying to remember the time period wheruywere fully focused on politics in the
state of Maine and how long Margaret Chase Smithstil in office. Did you get to cover her
and get a sense of her while you were reporting?



DH: Yeah, uh-hunh.
AL:  Well, how did she strike you?

DH: She was not my favorite person. She was, yamwkwe’re going back a ways now and
my brain isn’t what it used to be when it comesames. But she had, her administrative
assistant -

AL:  General Lewis, was it general or colonel?

DH: Yes, colonel, whatever, he was in effect | kher handler and mentor and they had a
very close relationship. And | never had the,whe a very, in some ways very petty person,
held grudges.

AL: Do you think that was her or Lewis?

DH: |Ithink it was a combination, | think it wasambination of both. And he was certainly,
they fit together beautifully. But I think, sheuwtd be very, very petty and almost like an
enemies list, you knowugintelligible phrase), like she had a list of people she didn't likel ain
was pretty long.

AL:  Yeah. In terms of her dealings or relationshwith the press, was she, was she sort of
standoffish and Lewis would be the person in tleessociating or would she do it herself?

DH: No, she was a good politician and, in the séimseshe didn’'t behave like a politician and
that was one of her strengths with the elector&tee was just, never spent any money, never
raised any money, she just went out with anothesqme went around, and got elected. And
once in they couldn’t get her out. Well eventuaiyerybody stays too long, if you're a
politician long enough you cast enough votes stiyps®on you've made a majority of the
people unhappy. It's just got to work out that vilecause every time you vote you're going to
make somebody unhappy and you keep doing it, takmogigh votes, and pretty soon you've
made a majority unhappy, it's got to work out thvaty. And that's when Bill Hathaway came
along and defeated her.

AL: Do you think, did you see that coming in tlkgtction, or was it a surprise that he won?

DH: I think I thought, I think | thought she’d bedden the last time, yeah, yeah. She was
getting older and testier and, you stay too long.

AL: Do you recall the, Lucia Cormier?

DH: Now that, | didn’t cover that campaign, thatswkhcame in very at the end in 1960. Yeah,
| do remember it because of its historic signifiman| never really knew Lucia, | met her a few



times afterwards but didn’t know her at all.

AL:  Are there any stories or recollections youenthat | haven’t prompted with my questions
that you feel are important to -?

DH: About Muskie?
AL:  About Muskie or your times as a news man sbt of illustrate?
DH: No, I don’t think so, honestly.

AL:  That's okay. | have a question, a littledbbut your covering some of the other
governors and what they were like. So you werga't, came in right after Ed Muskie went to
the senate so you didn'’t -

DH: Well, he want in ‘69, went to, went to congress

AL: '59.

DH: ‘59, I'm sorry, and it was a couple of yeargtahat | went up to Augusta.

AL:  So John Reed was someone you got to knowghroavering the Blaine House.

DH: Yeah, un-hunh, yeah.

AL:  What was his administration like, and how lgdcompare with, say, Curtis and others?

DH: He was, I, frankly | think Curtis was a betggvernor. | can remember at one point.
Well, John was a very nice man but politically hesw't the brightest bulb on the tree from a
political standpoint. He wasn’t an innovative gowa in particular but, | mean, compared to,
say, Ken Curtis who | thought was a very good goeer But if you pressed me, you know,
right now | can’t think offhand, | couldn’t namevé things that he did, but very good governor,
very popular governor and pretty politically astute

John Reed ended up all right because, politicegause he supported the Vietnam War. And
Lyndon Johnson, he became I think in 1967 presidetite National Governor’s Conference.
And oddly enough because the Democrats voted foramd his own Republicans did not, and
this was because he supported Lyndon Johnson’sasetive war. And Lyndon Johnson always
remembered that and got him on the National HighWaysportation Board and then he
worked in Washington ever since. So the, his pmsitin the war helped him politically, and |
don’t mean to suggest that his position on thewss politically motivated then at all. But he
just, ironically it worked out very well for him.

AL:  Now the people I've talked to over these tmsiple years have sort of a universal appeal



for Ken Curtis. What is, | have not had the hoofomeeting him yet, what is it about him that’s
so likeable?

DH: That's, you just put your finger on it, heiisglable, he’s as, in a way that Ed Muskie was
not. He’s so approachable, just a genuinely filigndonderful guy. Had a lot of tragedy in his
life, overcome it, just awfully nice person. Yondw, you meet people like that and say, wow.
You may not agree with them but, boy, you like them

AL:  And Stan Tupper you said you got to know quiéd!.

DH: Yeah, yeah, Stan, oh God, very liberal Repablicampaign in 1964, the Goldwater. He
didn’t like Goldwater and, God, | can remember R#jwans would spit on him and, you know,
he’s, but a very nice guy. He was, he was, theg tis have, | don’t know if they still do, they
had a Young Republican club in Maine, Young Remans. And he was thirty-nine years old,
you could, you had to get out when you were fdmg/was thirty-nine years old, a Young
Republican, and he was a grandfather. At thirtyertie was a grandfather. He got married about
sixteen, his son got married about sixteen anctheu are.

And he went to a, he’s a bright guy, but he wera tdatchbox law school where, you know,
you used to be able to do it that way, send away hés father was a lawyer and I’'m sure it
helped. And, yeah, he was a very nice fellow.aAsatter of fact | have a summer place, well,
outside of Boothbay Harbor in Southport and halbigt there practicing law, you know. He’s
a very nice fellow

[ Aside: Wow, what are they doing up there?]

AL:  Were there any others that you, oh, | knowtwheas going to ask you, when you were
at the Portland papers who was your boss or sigzer\ar the owner of the paper?

DH: Jean Gannett Williams, Holly, she was marriexksal times and she was the majority
owner. | reported to John DiMatteo who came ithaspublisher, chief executive officer. And
when he retired | knew that the situation was gaemghange and so | decided to retire and so |
left at that time. And things did change and ewalty the papers were sold and Jeanine would
have been devastated by it. She worked very hairg to keep that as a family newspaper. At
one point it was almost sold to the Gannett orgeiim when she owned it, and it was going to
be sold and at the last minute it broke down. Atidnk the reason she thought about selling
was all the managers that she had were gettingdold | think that's what led her to believe,
gee, well maybe | ought to sell at this point. Ahdn she decided, no, I'm going to get, I'm
going to keep it, I'm going to get new people, ygenpeople there, and she did. But there
comes a time when you’re not making any money,thack was a long period. It was a cash
machine up until about into the, into, from thetigix well into the eighties, it was making a ton
of money. And then times got hard. The familyg,g&hat they were getting out it, they’d have
been better off selling the newspaper and puttietfing a better return on their money than they
were getting in those days. And then finally tismgpt better, but the kids, the family weren’t



interested in doing what she’d done which was migihe paper so it was sold.
AL:  Great, well thank you for your time, | appedei it.
DH: Okay, thank you.

End of Interview
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