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Biographical Note

John R. Hanson was born in Newark, New Jersey AptiP41 to Norma Virginia (Rice) and
John W. Hanson. He grew up in Springfield, Masaaelts. He attended the Technical High
School in Springfield, the American Internationallége of Springfield for one semester, and
then enlisted in the Air Force. He did some eleatwork after the service and became
involved in politics and organized labor. He camélaine to convince labor to back Curtis for
governor in 1966. In 1968 he was offered a jolBby Dorsky on Maine State Federated Labor
Council as editor of theabor News and as education director. He eventually becaorsky’s
assistant. In 1972 he took a position as Directdrabor Education at the University of Maine,
Orono. At the time of the interview in 2000, hidl steld that position.

Scope and Content Note

Interview includes discussions of: 1968 vice prestthl campaign; 1969-1972 presidential
campaign; Republican party in Maine; Democratidyar Maine; community history of
Springfield, Massachusetts; escalation of involvenne Vietnam in the early 1960s; Ben
Dorsky; Maine AFL-CIO; John Reed vs. Ken Curtis gutatorial race; Jimmy Hoffa visit and
meeting with Ben Dorsky; campaign contributionsdoefrestrictions; COPE, the Committee on
Political Education; labor education; process f&iLACIO endorsement; condition of workers’



rights in Maine vs. nation; Muskie knowing his ngried Muskie as an impressive figure;
Muskie being very comfortable at labor gatheringtationship between Ben Dorsky and Ed
Muskie; AFL-CIO membership over the years; produttis. service economy; Muskie in labor
archives; Higher Education Act; Muskie sponsorddrgovernmental Personnel Act; George
Mitchell also being liked by labor; two Muskie s&s; Dickey-Lincoln Dam; and the
Passamaquoddy Tidal Project.
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Transcript

GregBeam: This is Greg Beam, and | am here at Chadbouatkedd the campus of the
University of Maine in Orono. It's about 11:00 A.Mn Junedic] the 6th, 2000 and | am here
with John Hanson. To begin, could you please state full name and spell it?

John Hanson: My name is John R., middle initial is R, Hansand it's spelled H-A-N-S-O-N.
GB: When and where were you born?

JH: Newark, New Jersey on April 5th, 1941.

GB: Did you grow up there?

JH: No, I moved out at a very young age. I'm natregure how old | was to tell you the truth,
but | was pretty young. | don’t have any recoli@as of being in Newark. We moved, my dad
took a position in Springfield, Massachusetts, lap@nd large that’s pretty much where | did
my growing up.

GB: And what were your parents’ names?

JH: My mother’s name was Norma Virginia Rice, was imaiden name, and my dad’s name
was John W. Hanson.

GB: And what was the position that he took in Sivat brought you to Springfield,
Massachusetts?

JH: Well, he was a self taught mechanical engireai,he went to work- | was born in ‘41
and right after that he took a position, | thinkveis associated with the Springfield armory
because of the war effort. | know it had somethimdo with the war effort, and there was a
major armory located in Springfield, and my undemsling is that's why he went there. In fact
he may have already had some connections withghadsield armory before we moved
because my mother was actually from Springfieldtisey lived for a while in Newark after they
were married. They were married in 1938, | do ltebat because they talked about a storm
during their honeymoon, the famous hurricane o81@3something like that, and so | did
remember that. And they settled in New Jersey &/hgy dad was from and then in, sometime
shortly after | was born and I'm not sure when thas but they moved to the Springfield area.

GB: What are your memories from your childhoodhe& Springfield community? How was
your family involved in the community?

JH: You know, | don'’t really have any real firstltBknowledge of that except for the fact that
both my parents have since passed away. My motédrin'84, and my dad passed away in
‘87, and in, | was the executor of my dad’s wildan doing all of that it meant, you know,



taking care of a lot of personal property and rds@nd all that stuff. So | did come across a lot
of stuff, and | know that the first place that tHexed in the Springfield area was a place called
Long Meadow. It’s really a bedroom community. kisd of a ritzy area now, but back then it
was just a nice bedroom community to Springfieltioh, you know. And it’s just south of
Springfield; it’s right on the border of Springfiel And that’s, | remember going to school there,
Congress Street School.

And | do know that my, both my parents were préattyolved in community activities and a lot
of church activities. And back in those days Ispithere were a lot of things, community plays
and shows and, you know, these events that elteectturch or the community would sponsor,
and my folks were involved in that. In fact | hav@rogram somewhere at home now, but it's
the program for like a musical theatrical productinot a play but more like a musical variety
show that ran several years, and the program | isgust for one year. But my dad was like
master of ceremonies, and my mom was in the cHomei®r something like that, you know. So,
yeah, | think they were reasonably involved. Bubgthat, you know, | was pretty young then,
| was probably like three or four years old, if e\that.

GB: And you mentioned they were involved in therchgwhat church was that? What
religion were you?

JH: It was Old First Church in, Old First ChurchSpringfield and | think it's a
Congregational church.

GB: Are you still religious, or did you -?

JH: Well, not very, but | did convert. When | wiaghe service | met a Catholic priest and the
circumstances of my military career. | didn’t haveery strong religious upbringing. | think my
parents were active but more in the social aspdte church rather than the religious aspects,
so | wouldn’t characterize my parents as being veligious either, so. But | did meet this
priest, and | sort of got interested intellectuatithe Catholic Church. And while | was in the
service, | was, | underwent conversion and becafatholic, so that still is my official religion,
Catholic.

GB: Do you remember your parents being particulpditically minded? Do you remember
any of their political beliefs?

JH: They, to the best of my knowledge they alwagistered as independents. | know that
they, they always voted. | can’t say that theyewmerally involved in like political parties. What

| know of my parents from a lot of the discussitimst occurred around the dinner table was that
they were Democrats; | mean their thinking was ni@eeDemocrats. My father had this thing
about not letting people know what party you werd mean he just, he was, you know, he was
just very concerned with that. And | think the commity of Long Meadow, being a bedroom
community, was probably more Republican, and Ikhirat he saw wearing labels like being a
Democrat or being, you know, being a Democrat &t garticular town was just, you know, not.
He used to say it was just no one’s business whatds, and he would always vote for the man.
But | do know just from the conversations thatmym was probably more liberal than my



father, but | think they were both by and largeedoDemocrat. | think they both voted for
Eisenhower, however. My mother used to speak thgjregly about Tom Dewey. And so that’s
just my sense of it, you know, and | do know tlmatytweren’t all that active. But voting for
them was very important, and | know that they alsvagted.

GB: What sort of values would you say that yourepés tried to instill in you? Social,
religious, political or just personal values?

JH: That's a very good question actually, and | timered the religious connection already. I,
they were not regular church goers, and if theyevaative in the church, it was, you know, like
we would go to church from time to time on certaotidays, you know, Easter, Christmas and
that kind of thing. But | don’t recall that thepdhthese, you know, deeply held strong religious
beliefs. | think they just felt that it was appr@te to have some kind of connection with a
church, and it was their church. My mother wag, wlas a very tolerant person, maybe a bit
maternalistic. | should say paternalistic, butiy mother’'s case maybe maternalistic because
she would always talk just very supportive aboatklpeople, and | think discrimination
bothered her. She grew up in a neighborhood im§feld that was predominantly Italian and,
you know, like back in the thirties and, the twestand the thirties and the forties. Most cities
in the country were settled by immigrants. | meanst of us are, unless you're a Native
American, you know, your heritage came from sonfeioplace, so.

Springfield had neighborhoods that were like premhamtly Greek, predominantly Irish,
predominantly Italian, and the south end of Sprgidfwas predominantly Italian. And for
reasons beyond my knowledge my grandparents on otlyaris side settled on the south end of
Springfield. They were surrounded by Italians, #rel were by and large Irish. My grand-, my
dad was, or my grandfather was Irish, and my grasider was part Irish and part Navaho
Indian, and that's another whole story. But, s@as kind of an odd situation being there. |
mean, she didn’t necessarily look like a Native Agan. She wasn’t dark-complected. She did
have jet black eyes, and she was a very beautdoiam, and when | remember her, she had
white hair. And so as she got older | think sheéton certain characteristics that we would think
of as being Native American. She was a very stgkioman, however, and very intense. So
how my, how my mother came to just have this irsgrse that somehow discrimination was
wrong | think was because she grew up in a neididmat that was predominantly Italian but
saw enough about discrimination against Italianthat you know, somehow or another it just
didn’t seem quite right to her, so.

My dad on the other hand wasn’t, he was probabbrél in some things, liberal or maybe
centrist, probably more socially conservative thgnmother. In fact I, you know, | think that is
true. But he still kind of supported the Demoaratadition | think, you know. But we're

talking about the 1940s and into the early fiftig®) know, and so a lot of these things weren’t
exactly popular, you know. In this day and ageseem to have a better sense of what all that is
about, but back then neighborhoods were organitedyaethnic lines. It was not uncommon to
see, you know, whole neighborhoods being prettymalicltalian or all Irish or whatever. And |
have reason to believe that that was true in Maine.

| didn’t come to Maine until, well, | moved here1866. | had actually been here earlier. When



| graduated from high school | went to collegedshort while and realized | had no clue what |
wanted to do or where | wanted to go. So | didstnéind | went in, | enlisted so | could sort of
have my pick and not necessarily get drafted. ligi | wanted to at least learn something in
the service, so | enlisted into the Air Force, &orda while | was stationed at Loring Air Force
Base in the early, early 1960s. From about 1960nogoing to say maybe ‘63 or so, so | was
familiar with Maine. And then | left, and | did s@ other service here and there and
everywhere. Finally went back home and worked enwflestern Massachusetts area for a while,
and | ended up coming back to Maine in 1966. Ardlywrobably come back to that because
I've been here ever since.

GB: Sure, all right, back track, | have a couplgéstion to backtrack. Do you remember
what the ethnic breakdown of Springfield was when were growing up?

JH: Well, | mentioned some of the ethnic groupselan the ones that | was aware of. | went
to high school there and | knew for example, Hurlditywas predominantly Greek. | knew that
the south end was mostly Italian. | knew that tbemend was largely Hispanic. And that sort
of grew in very short order. | mean, | remembergiedalking about the Puerto Ricans coming
into the north end and expressing some concerntatdmat they might do. There was this idea
that somehow or another they’'d ruin the neighbodnoaw, but those are the kinds of things that
you, that you just grew up with. | mean you knowyas, there were a lot of changes going on.
People were coming in and moving into the areaerdfvas an Irish community; that was up by
Winchester Square. Although, African-Americans waréhis point starting to come into the
area. | went to Buckingham Junior High School, trete were some young, black, African-
American students. As a matter of fact one of mstliriends through junior high school was a
guy named Skippy Thompson who was black. And therga lot of what was called block
busting in those days. | don’t know if you knowatlhat is, but -

GB: No, I don't.

JH: Well, see, people were concerned about thetaffeblack people moving into
neighborhoods, and so there were these unwritles about how if you, if people needed to sell
their house or wanted to sell their house or wakeny a job someplace else or just moving for
whatever reason, that they sort of understoodtkiegt would not sell their home to a black
family, period. In other words, no, you know, iasvobviously against the law, but, | mean, the
idea was you can sell your home to whomever youwAnd my uncle, again on my mother’s
side, had a house, in fact | think he may havedeagral not apartment buildings but like two
family homes. Like they were two or three story lesmnand each family had, you know, so it was
kind of more like a private home than you thinkadig apartment house. They weren’t
apartment houses, these were really just two faldlyses, built that way, | mean not converted
single-family homes. And he and his wife my auwved in the Winchester Square area, and it
was my uncle who was the first person to be a floster in my neighborhood. And of course
he was Irish, and he just didn’t think it was rigét he and some other people sort of decided
that they would do that. Of course it was verkyibecause, | mean, you’'d be ostracized for
doing that, you know, and people really got vergatpwith Fred Rice, that was my uncle’s
name, for arranging or being a part of selling tack family, you know.



But see, a lot of people weren't really sure thatas him either because a lot of times in the
effort, the over all effort to get neighborhoodtegrated, the fact of the matter was there was
more, it just wasn’t an individual decision. Whiaked to happen is there were black
organizations, just for example, that would workhalike white people who were very
supportive of integration. And, you know, most ha@ge on sale and it's a realtor who handles
the deal, so somebody would be an agent for, shiack family and buy a house. Well, the
realtor wouldn't realize that the real owner wasgdo be black, see, they just knew that they
were dealing with somebody who might be an attoworayhatever and was buying a house on
behalf of somebody. So no one could really be sung uncle did this intentionally or whether,
you know, he was just kind of hoodwinked into domgBut the reality is he did it intentionally.
He just, you know, just had this feeling. And oficse he came, he was my mom’s brother, so
you could see the connection there. | mean, yowkbeing Irish and being in an Irish
neighborhood when | was a kid. And my uncle of sewgrew up in the south end, but he moved
to the Winchester Square area at some point ilif@jgrobably shortly after he was married.
And | think that all played into it, you know. Th@yst had these deeply held beliefs, and my
uncle just really didn’t care too much about whadple thought. He was going to do what was
right. And I guess he did by and large.

GB: That's great. Were those racial tensionsydid see those in high school? | mean, there
must have been, you must have all gone to highat¢bgether, right?

JH: Yeah, yeah, by the time | was in high schogkaduated in 1959, and it was a three year
high school, but Springfield, you'd have to knowtte bit about Springfield. Springfield,
Massachusetts had five high schools, and it wasidered to be one of the most progressive
educational systems in the country. You know,i’tlknow what the story is now. | know they
don’t have the same system; they have a centraldagool now in Springfield. But back then
the five high schools were classical, for peopl®wiere largely going on to college in the
liberal arts; commerce, largely for people thatevérinking of going directly into business or
maybe going to college but, you know, with an engjhan business or business related issues;
technical, which was for people that would likety gn to college and become engineers and,
you know, scientists and, you know, that kind afdfy there was trade school, for people likely
not to go on to college by wanted to learn a trahel then there was Cathedral. And so when
you were in junior high school for three years, yare deciding what you wanted to be in life.
And you pretty much picked your high school basedyou know, what your interests were and
where you thought you likely would end up, you kneither in college in liberal arts or
whatever. And so it wasn't, the high schools weseorganized along geographic lines, you
know. If you lived in a particular neighborhood,uyaent to this high school, no. It didn’t
matter what neighborhood you lived in. If you wardicipating getting into sciences or going on
to college for engineering or, you know, any ofgddind of hard, hard studies, you went to
Tech. | mean that was just the logical choice bseaiwas heavy in math, it was heavy in
physics and, you know, all the things that you wiaued in a school like MIT or, you know,
that kind of thing. Same was true with Classitabean if you just thought you wanted to go on
to be a teacher or a historian or something, yoot veeClassical, prepared yourself for going on
to college. And it didn't make any difference wipait of the city you lived in, you just picked.
So you're right, Technical High School had a vemedse population, and, you know, | think all
the high schools did. Maybe not as, maybe it wdsan true at Cathedral as in some of the other



schools, but the schools that I'm talking abouty kaow, we had quite a population of African
American kids and Greeks and, you know, and it avesal melting pot so to speak.

GB: I'm sorry, which one did you attend?
JH: | wentto Tech.

GB: You went to Tech.

JH: Yeah.

GB: Sounds almost like a European system, | knay tlo that in some European countries,
they break off going into high school.

JH: That was great if young people, that systenmkwarell if young people really know what
they wanted to do. But, you know, at that timedught | wanted to become an electrical
engineer and, you know, that did not happen. Imgwat’'s what | thought, but by the time |
started college | had some other ideas and wasalliyrsure. And then when | did go into the
service, | already had kind, | guess what theyaalaptitude or an inclination towards electronic
kinds of things. So | became an electronics guidapecialist, and | learned a lot about it, but |
learned enough to know that that’s not what | wdnitedo with the rest of my life. So, you
know, | think having specialized schools like thatrks very well if people have a good sense of
what it is they want to do, but | don’t think ivery helpful if you have no clue. And in my case
| thought | had a clue, but obviously | didn’t basa | never worked outside of my career in the
service and a brief stint doing electrical worlcanstruction after | got out of the service, you
know. I'm certainly not an electrical engineer.

GB: Besides your academics in the technical, yeciical studies, what were your activities
or interests in high school?

JH: Well, | wasn't a jock. I like sports but | wasreally into sports. | was into dating. |

liked that. I liked music; | played in a band, yknow, not a school band, | mean a rock and roll
band.

GB: What did you play?

JH: | play drums.

GB: Oh, really?

JH: Yeah, and | was into cars. Of course thifigsfifties we’re talking about now, so cars
were a really big thing. | mean, and if you've eseen the films like American Graffiti, which

actually the film is set in a little different ettayt cars were still a big thing.

GB: Same idea.



JH: Yeah, yeah, you know, drag racing, soupingams,acustomizing cars. | was into that.
And all of us that hung out together, of coursenbeechies, you know, sort of had, there again,
had an aptitude towards anything mechanical andipaly you know. So we were always
tinkering with our cars. And so | guess you’d saysic. |, | might have played sports, but |
worked after school. | worked at a hardware stbeavthole time | was in high school. | worked
after school, and then during summer months | wibik&ing the summer full time. And | liked
it, | liked working, | mean | enjoyed it, it gaveenmoney to spend. While all the jocks were
having a good time being chased after by the gidsause they played sports they didn’t have
any money, and they didn’t have cars, so. | hadey@md | had cars, so, you know. When it
came time for the school dances and proms andghgids tended to go out with the guys who
had the money. Of course back in those days wetealking about a lot of money, but
nonetheless, you know, you get the idea.

GB: Now, so after graduating from high school yadiichmediately go into college?

JH: Yeah, | started at American International Ggdlén Springfield as a what they called a
day op. | mean it wasn’t a residential school, AtG,still there as a matter of fact. But my plan
was to live at home and work because my family iga#ly working class, and in the
neighborhood | grew up in. Se we moved out of Lbteadow, | told you about Long Meadow,
and then we moved into Springfield also at WinokeSiuare because of my uncle’s, my uncle
having some property in Winchester Square. Soésthaiv we got to, right into Springfield. I'm
trying to think of what | should say about the lpatt of that question.

GB: Well, how long were you actually there? Howdatdid you actually attend college?
JH: Well, | was nine when we moved to Springfield.

GB: Oh, I'm sorry, in college, how long did you aally attend college?

JH: Oh, just a little bit more than a semester.

GB: Oh, really, and then went right into the see®ic

JH: Yeah, my semester was just, it was frivolougas, | really, | really wasn’t concentrating.
| was doing a lot of partying. | was working too, gyou know, | had a little different perspective
than some of the other people that | was goingtiege with, and | just, | really didn’t know
what | wanted to do. And so |, it was a big wastéme, and | sensed that | was wasting my
time, and | sensed that | was wasting everybody/®tane. So | enlisted. | decided that the Air
Force was probably the best place for me to be @vheould probably, you know, learn
something and sleep in a clean bed every nightkpow. The idea of going into the infantry
for example, getting drafted, didn’t appeal to needuise you'd probably end up in a muddy
foxhole someplace, so | enlisted and figured lleann some. You know, and at that time | was
still interested in electronics, | mean | hadniten up on that or anything. So | thought, gee, you
know, the Air Force may be a good place for metfeast get kind of a head start. And then at
the, my intention was at some point to settle dawa figure out what | really wanted to do and
maybe when | got out of the service go to college.



| was aware of the G.I. Bill, too, so you know,ttha consideration. My parents were working
class, so it, it was, | did not grow up in a sitoatwhere | knew, you know, that they were going
to be in a position to really help me with colledevas going to have to pretty much do it on my
own. And my dad wasn’t all that supportive of gpio college anyway. He, | don’t want to say
that he was anti-college, but | mentioned to yalierathat he was a self made engineer. He
started out as a machinist; he learned that sio$dif. | mean, he did graduate from high
school, he loved shop, he just had an affinitytii@se kinds of things, and so he became a
machinist. | think he learned the machinist tradenf other people, you know, like he might
have been an apprentice or something, and justlbt little progressed so that besides, you
know, being a machinist he became like a tool aadraaker. And then he started learning about
drafting and designing these things, and so oveieseeriod of time he became a mechanical
engineer.

| think it was probably more possible, easier toybgado that back then than it ever would be
today | mean. You might be a brilliant mechanmagdineer and self taught but, you know, if
you don’t have the credentials, you're not evemgdo get in the door. | think back then it was
probably easier in part because of the war, yowkiioe desperate need to find people that had
those kinds of skills and they almost didn’t cdrgoiu’d gone to college or not. So he thought if
you really worked hard and applied yourself, youldanake it without going to college, and so
he wasn’t exactly supportive of my going to collegmean he thought that was okay if that's
what | really wanted to do but my dad said, youwntf you really want something bad
enough, just work hard and you can achieve it."t Twes his feeling about that.

GB: But in spite of that did you have it in yourndithat you would eventually go to college?

JH: Yeah, | think so, yeah. Largely because mb#gte@people | went to school with, you
know, were, we always talked about going to collage | just didn’t know where | wanted to
go. AIC was affordable, it was close by, meantuld live at home. | got okay grades when |
was in school, high school, but they weren't likeaj grades, so | wasn’t, no colleges weren’t
clamoring for me, you know, to enroll in their schoBut AIC took me as a day op and, you
know, | just thought it was a matter of time, yowlwv, kind of getting settled in and finding the
resources to be able to afford to go. And certaomlg of the considerations about joining the
service was my knowledge that, you know, likely wheame out the G.I. Bill would still be
there and still apply, and that would be a big helme because working and going to school at
the same time is, it's not easy. | know a lot edple that do it, and it’s just, you know, it's
really a lot of work.

GB: So did your time in the service help you figaoene things out?
JH: Yeah, as | mentioned to you | learned thatlrht want to be an electrical engineer, you
know. And probably a lot of other things. | getry interested in politics when | was in the

service.

GB: Oh really, howd that happen?



JH: Well, | think largely because of the beginnimgshe war in Southeast Asia. | was in the
service when that whole thing in Southeast Asia jsisstarting to come about. I'm not sure |
really understood it. In fact | know | didn’t fullynderstand it, but there was just a lot of things
about it. And, you know, we didn’t really escal#te war until 1965, but | could see that
happening in my role in the Air Force. | meandittly little more and more energy and effort
was going in there, and it was always under theagythat we were training these people to be
able to handle their own affairs. But, you knowuyd meet up with people who had just gotten
back from being advisors in Southeast Asia, in Naet, and they weren’t advising, they were
fighting, you know. And they, you know, just taikj to those people and seeing a bit of it
myself, and then, you know, when | was transfeoesl there, | realized that, you know, we, |
spent a lot of time protecting Coca Cola truckseieample. That didn’t make a lot of sense to
me. So there was politicization, politicalizatiprocess that occurred. I’'m not pronouncing that
right.

But it just came from meeting people and then,| se&s in the service when John Kennedy, was
killed and that had a profound effect on me. |1 meahink, | think, like so many other people, |
mean everybody in my generation probably saysdheeghing. | think John Kennedy’s
presidency had a really profound impact on me, grmaw, from the time he was elected.
Somewhere in my personal stuff there’s a picturaef | was in the service at the time, but |
was on leave, and | campaigned for John Kenne®pston. Of course | was from Springfield,
so Boston was just a short hop. And my job wadritee a Model T Ford around Boston, and it
was all painted up with, you know, Kennedy and 3oimy and the signage that was painted
directly on the car said, “Kennedy-Johnson suitdore T,” and that was the whole idea of
driving this Model T around. So, you know, it was era | think when a lot of people just got
very excited about politics. So | was politicizétugt's, | finally said it right, politicized in the
military because of Kennedy and that whole presigeand because of what was going on in
foreign policy.

GB: Did you have strong political affiliations ae$ at this point? Were you registered in a
party?

JH: See, | think when John Kennedy was runningd®01 | wasn’t even twenty-one yet.
GB: Oh yeah, that’s right, the voting age was -

JH: The voting age was twenty-one, so | don’t thinkted f-, well | know, | know | couldn’t
have voted. He ran in 1960, so, but | did, youvknlodid campaign for him and that kind of
stuff, yeah.

GB: So you voted for the first time in ‘647?

JH: It would have been, it would have been ‘62,-pogsidential election. That would have
been the first time | voted. And | know | votedsahtee, and that was easy to do when you were
in the service, | mean there was no hassle abdingvabsentee and everything. But | know |
voted and largely because, you know, my parentsihradan | just grew up in this thing where
you absolutely had to vote, you know. So | tookeaairmaking the arrangements so an absentee



ballot was sent to me in the service.

GB: And how'd you vote?

JH: Democrat.

GB: Democrat. And have you, have you been a mewfttee Democratic Party from- ?

JH: Yes, yeah, | actually enrolled as a Democranhdatough | mentioned to you my parents
would always enroll as, well, they wouldn’t enrd@r in Massachusetts maybe you could enroll
as an independent, but they always talked abongbedependents and for all those reasons that
| mentioned before. But | saw no point to beingratependent. | mean, you know, John
Kennedy was a Democrat, you know, people that Wkaied kind of respected were all
Democrats. | knew my parents by and large witly antouple of minor exceptions voted
Democrat, and so |, you know, when | went to regjst just made sense, you know, register

and enroll at the same time. | didn’'t even thibkuat it, it wasn't, it was just a natural kind of
thing to do | think.

GB: Okay, so what path did your life take after skeevice?

JH: When | was finally discharged, | kicked arodada while, worked in western
Massachusetts and got connected with some labanations because of my work. | was
working in construction doing electrical work, kinélgot active in politics again. In 1966, early
1966, | was a single guy. | was, you know, foolargund with politics, dabbling and supporting
campaigns. | was asked by a union if | would lergsted in coming, going up to Maine. They
were going to send me up to Maine, | would get p#idd there was this young guy, Democrat,
running for governor and the labor movement hefdame was divided on who to support.
There was a Republican governor by the name of Ba&lel, and he was running for reelection,
and there was this young upstart Democrat by theeraf Ken Curtis.

And the labor movement in Maine was headed by almgaghe name of Ben Dorsky, Benjamin
Dorsky, and Don [Nicoll] would remember Ben Dorskie’s a legend, he really is. Ben Dorsky
was the president. Ben was actually a Republidlwoadh he regularly supported Democrats,
but Ben had been a labor person for a long time wHs a legislative agent for the, what they
then called the Maine Federation of Labor, whictameAFL-CIO, but it was before the merger.
See, the AF of L and the CIO did not merge ur@b3, and in Maine even they merged they
retained the older terms that they used to usal strBen was the president, he was the
legislative agent for the Maine Federation of Latpoing back into the thirties. | think from ‘36
to ‘38 or something, he’'d served as legislativendgand then he was elected president of the
Maine Federation of Labor. And then in 1955 thedE and the CIO merged, so they changed
the name of the organization to be the Maine Statkeration of Labor AFL-CIO. And he stayed
on as president, and he was president right up dartuary of 1979, so he was a long time
president.

And even though he tended to support Democratssalmithout exception, you have to
understand that the legislature was a lot diffetean than it is now. There were, you know,



first of all it was mostly Republican dominateddahere were Republicans who were more like
the Rockefeller nature of Republicans, moderateuBkgans, who would support things like
increasing minimum wage because these were bugieegde, and they had an intuitive sense
that if, you know, working class people were malanigtle bit more money. Well, in fact | can
tell you just a brief story to illustrate what I'talking about. There was a man named Aaron
Levine who served in the Maine legislature, youldaerify this, I'm almost sure Aaron was in
the Maine senate. I'm positive he was, Aaron Levikke was from Waterville and he owned
Alco Meat Packing, and he was a Republican. Nawline senate sometime around the late
sixties, he was an ardent supporter of increasimgmmm wage. And his reason was, and the
reason that he gave his fellow Republicans washhatanted people to be able to eat meat, and
if they weren’t making enough money, they wouldrétbuying meat, you know. They might be
buying chicken or something. They wouldn’t be bgymeat, and he wanted them to buy meat.
So he could see that it was in his own economieistdrest that people have enough money to
buy meat once in a while, and so he would supporimum wage. And that’s the way
Republicans were. Not all Republicans, but thezesva lot more moderate Republicans, who
on some of these issues would really, would rdadlya lot closer to Democrats than one might
think.

The other thing about the legislature back thed,laran’t really speak directly to it, but | know
it was certainly true when | got here in 1966, wea legislators would work out compromises,
you know, “I've got this bill, | really need youupgport, will you help me with it?” You'd shake
hands and you could count on that person’s helprélteally was a contract. Well, you shook
hands with somebody playing cards over in the Atayi®use late in the evening drinking
scotch or whatever, and these deals would be warkiedand people shook hands on it. You
could take that to the bank, you know, whetherasWwemocrats or Republican. | mean, your
political success depended on how good your worgl @aad so people didn’t renege on
agreements. They wouldn't tell you that they'd o your bill and vote for your bill if they
really didn’t mean it, and so there was a lot aitth

So Ben was a Republican, he got a lot of Repubktguport, and obviously a lot of Democratic
support, for many, many issues that really helpetkimg people in this state. Maine was not a
bad state. In fact, looking back on it, Maine \@agery progressive state for a whole host of
issues, and we can talk more about that as we aprtieough the years. But, for example
worker’s compensation, then called workmen’s corspéan, a sexist ternuifintelligible

phrase), but back then in was workmen’s compensation,Mathe’s program was very
beneficial to workers. It was really designed ¢owhat the notion of worker’'s compensation
was supposed to do to begin with. A form of ndtfaxsurance to really protect the interests of
people who were injured on the job through no fatitheir own. So very progressive in that
area as, you know, as you’ll find out. You movetlupugh the years and you see that the
legislature passed landmark pieces of legislati®mogressive income tax, that got through in
part because it was supported by a RepublicanjdgarRichardson in the Maine senate.

GB: I'll be interviewing him in a couple weeks aally.

JH: Okay, well yeah, he was one of the architetthat. It was important to have that kind of
bipartisan support because these issues, you kmowdn’'t have gotten through. The QOil



Conveyance Act, the Site Selection Law, | meanyeviglking about laws that came about in the
1960s but nonetheless made possible because bfageople who regardless of their party saw
that it was a good thing to do. So you ended up wiot of Republicans, moderate
Republicans, voting with Democrats, a lot of Denat&€roting on moderate Republican
propositions. | think we see less of that today know. There’s still some of it, but it’s, | tikin
it's less prevalent today.

GB: Perhaps more partisanship today do you, arehioking?

JH: Yeah, for a lot of the wrong reasons actudliy, that's another, that’s another story.
GB: One second, let me flip the tape over.

JH: Sure.

End of Sde A, Tape One
Sde B, Tape One

GB: This is side B of the interview with John Hansll right, you were mentioning, you
were mentioning that you came to work for the Mdheeleration of Labor in the 1960s, is that
right?

JH: Yeah, well, my reason for coming here was tokwam this campaign, and we started to
talk about how there was concern that the laborement in Maine was divided. Ben Dorsky,
the Republican, felt that John Reed had really laegood governor. In fact he had. If you look
at labor issues, John Reed vetoed a so-called RagkiVork Bill that actually passed the Maine
legislature. He vetoed it at great peril to hirhbelcause Republicans genuinely, genuinely now,
supported “Right To Work”. It’s, “Right To Work” ian anti-union piece of legislation, and it's
allowed under Taft-Hartley Act, Section 14B of thaft-Hartley Act. And each state can enact a
law that essentially says labor and managemerygratebited from negotiating union security.

It's a big issue, it really is a big issue. Anghétssed the legislature, and John Reed vetoed it.
You know, that might not happen today, | mean, @e&. Bush could very well say, this is
great. In fact | think Texas is a Right To Wordtst It is a Right To Work state. So John Reed
had vetoed it, and Ben Dorsky being the kind osprrhe was felt that John Reed had been a
good governor for working people, that when somglduas been good to you, and somebody
has, you know, defended working people’s issuelbha Reed had clearly done, that he should,
he deserved his support. And so Ben Dorsky wagastipg the reelection of John Reed.

| should also point out that John Reed supportddative bargaining of public employees.
There’s a lot of interesting stories here. | imiewed John Reed one time, and John Reed
supported having public employees have collectargdining, and Jimmy Hoffa from the
Teamster’s Union came to Maine. He actually stayéunk it was the Eastland, the old
Eastland; it might have been the Portlander, Ibioink it was the Eastland Hotel. Jimmy Hoffa
came because he was going to put in an appearaddestify on behalf of a bill that would
grant public employees collective bargaining righdd the story is, and it was affirmed by
John Reed himself after he, years after he wasrgoveghat he heard that Jimmy Hoffa was



going to testify on behalf of the bill, and he veasmcerned that Hoffa’'s showing up and
testifying in support of it would probably ring thleath knell for this bill. | mean if Hoffa’s for

it, it's got to be bad, you know, it was that kiotdmentality. And so the story is that very

quietly John Reed went to Portland and met witmdynioffa and asked him not to speak on the
bill, it stood a better chance of passage if hendidspeak on it. And Jimmy Hoffa never did
speak on the bill,  mean | guess he left town authactually, you know, publicly saying one
thing or another.

And Ben was aware of those things, you know, Job@dRust had a sense, | think maybe
because of his upbringing in Fort Fairfield, Maibeing kind of a, you know, person who knew
something about hard work and struggle with thenaup there and all that stuff. But whatever
his reason Ben Dorsky just felt that John Reedi®ah a good governor and had not opposed
positive labor legislation, and so he wanted tgsuphim.

Part of the labor movement, though, was made @plof of other people who by and large were
Democrats, and they were Kennedy Democrats. Angl\was this guy Ken Curtis running, and
they wanted to support Ken Curtis. So my job imgesent up here was to help those forces
within the labor movement, because | was a labsque to come up and work with the local
unions in Maine that were supporting Ken Curtis atgdo broaden that base of support, you
know. So in some ways | was working counter to Bemnsky’s efforts to work on behalf of
John Reed. But as it turned out a lot of peopléan Curtis’ campaign didn’t even believe he
was going to win. | was, | first came to Main€li®66, | stayed in Waterville at | think it was
called the EIm Hotel or the EIms Hotel. AImost gotested my first night in town because Main
Street was one way, and | drove in the wrong wag,lavas going up the street the wrong way,
but that's another story.

Yeah, | met the next day with a lot of people nafstthom | don’t even remember. | mean, |
remember that they were campaign workers, boyt aflpames come immediately to mind, but
| don't, | can’t remember if they were at that megtor not. The Pease husband and wife team
[Al and Vi], Neil Rolde was another one, but | dar@member which of those folks were
actually at this meeting that | was asked to pigaie in. And the whole thrust of the meeting
was, well, you know, we're probably not going tanwhnis election, but we’re going to work

hard to get a lot of name recognition for Ken Qurtimean, he’s running against an incumbent,
he’s running against an incumbent who's well lileel well known. And | just couldn’t believe
it, coming from Massachusetts where politics idlydanock-down- drag-out, and had been, |
mean that’s the kind of environment that | underdtoyou know. You don’t run any election
without being absolutely determined to win. Andh&aring anybody inside a campaign suggest
that there was a possibility we were going to Mvas kind of foreign to me, you know. But |
had that meeting and my job was just basically,sasd, to work with the local unions and see if
we couldn’t broaden the base of support from omgzahiabor for Ken Curtis.

Ken eventually, my recollection, now, is that Kearts eventually did get the endorsement of
the Maine State Federated Labor Council. And IKkhmy recollection is that the convention,
there was a COPE convention, COPE is Committeeotitidal Education, and it is the political
action arm of the AFL-CIO, and they were in conv@mtand | think they debated the
endorsement up until, you know, something like bi@ock in the morning. It was really very,



very tense and very exciting, you know, with adbtery passionate debate and discussion. But
eventually my recollection is that Ken Curtis diet ¢gabor’'s endorsement, and so it worked out
all right.

And then of course he did get elected much to tinersse of many, many people, and for a
whole lot of reasons | just stayed on and Ben askedo, eventually, to come to work for him.
And so in 1968 | went to work for the Maine StagzlErated Labor Council. | became the editor
of theLabor News, which was a monthly publication, and he also askedo be the education
director, and so we did a lot of education programesctly with the sixty-five some odd

thousand AFL-CIO members in the state of Maine, latid by little | kind of became Ben’s
assistant.

GB: | see. Now, education for the laborers in Maiwhat would that entail? What kind of
education?

JH: Well, things like contract negotiations, hownegotiate, steward’s training, how to file
grievances, not just the mechanical things of how go grievances but, you know, how you go
into a grievance meeting and how you work out \tlign people on the other side of the table
how you're going adjudicate this grievance, how’y@going to resolve it. You know, you've
got a problem and how are you going to resolvé&/tiu know, do you take off your shoe and
bang it on the table did like Kruschev did, or @mydo you look for ways of problem solving.
So the education activities of the AFL-CIO werermmwmics, contract negotiation, grievance
administration or contract administration, the pcdil process. | mean, Ben was always pushing
people to very, very involved in the political pess. By the way, in both parties. He knew, he
knew that a lot of card carrying union members wereDemocrats. He himself was not, but he
was not for a whole host of other more historicad &aditional reasons, but younger people
were not always Democrats. And he understood thatat paper workers, ship builders, people
who were card carrying union members in the sthdaine, many were Republicans, you
know. Their parents before them were Republicamd they would always be Republicans.
Walter Birt served in the Maine legislature. He vagsaper maker from either Millinocket or
East Millinocket, a union person, a union man wtasalways thought of as Walter Birt, the
union man. And, but he was a Republican and he kpow, if Walter’s still alive today, and |
don’t believe he is, he would be a Republican. Ark’s dead he died a Republican. There
were a lot of people like that, and Ben understibadl

So Ben constantly pushed the importance of poliicdon whether people were Democrats or
Republicans. Now obviously he wanted pro-labompeelected to the legislature, and Walter
Birt was very pro-labor. And I've mentioned sombartpeople who were very supportive of
labor’s agenda, you know, for public education,ddair tax system, for collective bargaining
rights for public employees and other employeeen Bsed to say to people it was important to
be involved in the political process because wieakefits were won at the negotiating table, you
know, when you sat with management and negotiateshfxact that gave you a raise or gave
you another extra holiday or gave you, you knoveother week’s vacation or something. He
used to say all that you’d negotiate at the coh@mad got into the contract could be easily lost in
the halls of the legislature. And he was right) ¥mow, the legislature could pass a law and just
all of a sudden eliminate all that stuff, so halsaivas important to be good negotiators, sit



down and negotiate fairly in good faith with managat, but it was also important to be part of
the political process. And so he would encouragepfe, even Republicans, to be involved in
their parties and don't let people take your pasmsy from you.

GB: Do you remember other candidates that the ARR-€hdorsed over the years?

JH: You know, not right off the top of my head. elprocess for endorsement was for, you
know, major things like congressional seats, timateand governors. There was an
endorsement process for legislative seats, buasiwy, it wasn't quite as open. And that was
because this was a state wide organization aniégieg was that the local people could, would
know better about how somebody was in their owrslative district, in their own senate
district. And so there was an endorsement protesgst was more, it was more like having the
people from Millinocket say whether or not theyligavanted to get behind Walter Birt as an
example. And even though everyone voted on thgt the vote was kind of a rubber stamp.
People in the southern part of the state wouldwall,okay, you know, Walter Birt, you guys
want to back him, and if you want to do that, teatkay with us, you know. Or we want you
guys to endorse the guy that we're backing dowe hePortland, you know, that kind of thing.
So that’s the way it worked, but on the larger,igher public offices there was more debate,
more discussion about the endorsement process.

And you didn’t have a lot of campaign finance lags, you know, Ben used to just run around
and do what he could. He would, this sounds kgtkng tales out of school but the truth of the
matter was that there were no campaign finance. [aes AFL-CIO through COPE got
voluntary dollars, and Ben would just run arounttj,sseveral days before an election or several
weeks before elections, and you know, if somebody avsupporter of labor measures, Ben
would slip them, you know, fifty bucks and that idbbe a campaign contribution. And folks
did not have to report that back then, you knowt tBat’s the way it was, businesses were
doing the same thing. | mean it sounds kind ofloand tumble, but interestingly enough we
didn’t have all the corruption we seem to have raaya, you know, with campaigns costing
millions and millions of dollars. Even legislaticampaigns now are up in the, you know,
hundreds of thousands of dollars, so. | don’'t knp&ople say, well, that old system was not
very good and, you know, | think there were somedgiiings about it. People were people of
their word, too, that was another thing. | meégpu got a campaign contribution from
somebody, you knew who gave it to you, they kneat they gave it to you and, you know, it,
and it wasn’t big. | mean fifty bucks, you know,whatever it happened to be. Seems like not
much money now but back in the sixties, fifty dodlaa hundred dollars is probably more like
five hundred dollars or a thousand dollars woulddakay, and now we’re talking about, you
know, a pretty sizeable contribution to somebodyning a legislative campaign.

GB: Okay, you mentioned steward’s training as sbimgtyou taught, what is that?

JH: Steward’s training in local unions, like take tpaper mill, it's a typical example in this
state. You have, the local union sets up a comejitenegotiating committee, they sit down with
management, they hammer out a contract that aallydu know, wage increases, holiday pay,
health insurance, pension programs and all of #rat,a lot of working conditions like who's
going to get promoted if there’s a new positiort ty@ens up or an advanced position, who's



going to get that position. And the contract uuspells out that, you know, it's going to be
somebody who'’s qualified to do the job, but it'srgpto be based on seniority. So if you've
been on the job longer than | have and you're §adlfor the job, then you're going to get it
because you've got more seniority. And the stevimsbmebody elected within the union,
within the local union, whose job it is to sortrofke sure that the contract is enforced. So if
you have a problem or you think that somehow otla@rahe company hasn’t been fair to you,
or that you should have been the one who got tleetiove and you weren't picked for it, or you
should have gotten a promotion and you didn’t gedria supervisor’'s been unfair to you and
put a letter of reprimand in your file and you thitis unjust, you're the one who goes to the
steward, the union steward. And you explain thistllas happened and | don’t think it’s right,
and the steward is the one who represents youdditike a lawyer would out in the real world-
well, work is a real world, but in the civil worldThe steward is the one who then goes to
management and maybe the foreman or the supeanshitries to work this out, saying, you
know, listen, this isn’t right, you know, this persshould have gotten the job and everything.
So the steward’s job is like that of an attornewoepresentative in making sure that you're
treated fairly, and that the terms and conditionthe contract are strictly adhered to.

GB: Isee. And now, what industries were or am piethe Maine AFL-CIO?

JH: Well, almost every industry imaginable. Whendt came to Maine, paper industry
employed literally thousands of people. I'm tdbat for example in Millinocket, East
Millinocket, those two mills combined employed weller twelve thousand people. That's
nowhere near the case today, | think they probettgt, employ a total of maybe three to four
thousand if even that. So a lot of these jobsilikine paper industry we’ve lost because of
automation, because of bigger machines, fasterimeglnd so on. The shipbuilding industry is
unionized, textile, textile industry was unionizda. Biddeford, Saco area, Lewiston-Auburn, all
those mills down there, all unionized. Shoe induatas significantly unionized. There were
some shoe plants that were not unionized, but réthe larger ones were, were union plants.
Building and construction trades, heavily unionizédetal working shops, machine shops,
significantly unionized in this state.

And nowadays a lot of those industries have lefiare gotten smaller. Shipbuilding,
shipbuilding used to have well over ten thousangleyees; | think it's down somewhere
around five thousand now at Bath Iron Works. Papadustry we've already talked about,
textile industry is almost, almost nonexistenthis tstate now. | mean, we have little remnants
of the textile industry left but nowhere near thaséls down in your part of the woods, in
Lewiston and Auburn, you know, they, where, thegnapty, gone. So we've lost a lot of those.
In the meantime, you know, we've picked up a larenservice industry kinds of jobs, which,
you know, that’s another whole question, but I'nt sere you can build a sustainable strong
economy by having people selling pizzas to onelarotlt’s kind of like everybody taking in
everybody else’s wash, you know, | mean that’'swiwdt you do. | think we need to think very
hard and seriously about, you know, investingninniot, maybe not traditional industrial jobs
the way we think of them, but we ought to think albways in which, and you hear this
occasionally but we just pay lip service to it,kowg for jobs that take Maine’s natural resources
in a sustainable fashion, not exploiting them kihg them in a way that we add value to them
and we can export them out. And even though wdipaervice to that, I'm not sure that we



really put our money where our mouth is, you kndlde seem to settle back and think that if we
just get one more telemarketing company in we’lbbeset. Those are not really good paying
jobs, they don’t have the generally accepted asfdenefits, and when the economy takes a
nose dive, those are going to be the first jobsgbayou know, that’s just it. So, anyway, that's
another matter, that’s current events and not schrtabor history or labor-

GB: Well, have those service industries joined thin AFL-CIO?

JH: No, by and large they haven't. There’s a fealated incidences of people being
interested in the benefits of unionization in thoskustries, but they’re very few and far
between. Largely because people who work in thodestries do not see that as their career
path. They take those jobs, and in this day andlagejust see it as a temporary thing until
something better comes along. So the whole tireg'ra working for, you know, say an MBNA
of, on telemarketing, their real thought is I'mtjsgaying here until | can finish school or find
something better, you know. They do not look at ts being their career path at all, and
because they don’t see it as a career path, thesténterested in doing what they have to do to
get through whatever period of time. They do $@es being very transitory, and so they’re less
interested in the benefits of say a pension progyam know, because they throw their hands up
and say, “I'm not even going to be here long endiaghhat.”

GB: Isee. Allright, so, could you give me a,tswirl guess a chronology of your employment
in the AFL-CIO? You said you started out as ancatir and moved on to eventually become
Ben Dorsky’s assistant?

JH: Yeah, | was assistant to Ben, | retained b#ieglirector of education for the Maine AFL-
CIO, and | did that from 1968 until 1972, late #2: A position opened up here at the
University of Maine in this department that we’risg in here called the Bureau of Labor
Education, and my office in the AFL-CIO worked vetgsely with the university because more
and more we had developed programs where workiogleeluring the summer months would
come on campus and actually take regular courkes, courses to be sure but, you know, there
was a symbiotic relationship between the Maine AHD that strongly believed in education,
and the University of Maine. In fact historicatlye Maine labor movement has been an
unwavering supporter of education generally antiéngducation specifically, publicly funded
higher education. So a position opened up hedi ook intriguing to me, | was interested, |
knew a lot about it having worked with the peoflattwere up here, and it was Ben Dorsky who
said that he thought | should apply for the positid\nd | really liked working for Ben, | liked
working for the AFL-CIO. | was not really inclined do so, but Ben Dorsky was the kind of
person who looked right at me, and he said, “Yoovknyou can just go so far here. We’'re just
not a big operation. You're going to be limited éetf you go to work for the university, you
know, it's going to open up a whole new avenuepgartunity for you.” And he really made me
think long and hard about it, and | applied, amehk successful, with the help of, you know, a
lot of people who thought | would probably do a dgab. And I've been here since December
1st, 1972.

GB: So, could you tell me a little bit about BenrBky? What was he like personally?



JH: Ben was a Russian Jew who came to this coamtiiyto Bangor as | understand it at a
very young age. His family left Russia and cameshand he was just a small child at the time.
Grew up in Bangor, went to Bangor High School. tdiber died at some point, | think either
late in Ben’s high school years or maybe shortigrdie started at the University of Maine. I'm
not real clear on this, but | think Ben may hawtst at the university and, when his father
died. And back then it was customary, especiallynmigrant families, for the oldest son to take
over if a father, excuse me, if a father passedyathe older son sort of had this, assumed the
responsibility of taking care of the mother andbmgthers and sisters and that’'s what Ben did.
And he may have had some other jobs, but at somé fairly early on in his career he became a
motion picture projectionist in Bangor at one of theaters. And that was his job, and he
supported his family. So he was not able to gib¢ouniversity or finish his studies at the
university, and it's interesting because he, eveeyloe would meet, all the people that were my
contemporaries, he would encourage them to takesesw@and to go to college and get their
degrees. And it's all because he was never alide that himself, | mean he really did have a
sense of how important education really was.

As a motion picture projectionist, that was an stdythat was unionized. It's kind of hard to
believe, why would motion picture projectionistsureonized? And the answer is it was a very
hazardous job back when Ben was a movie projestioand it was dangerous because film was
made of acetate, and acetate is highly flammahitel the projectors themselves didn’'t use
bulbs back then, they used to have two carbonaals that electricity ran through, and the
projectionist’s job, it really took, it was a skithe projectionist’s job was to maintain exactg t
right distance so that the spark was constantlypjogiacross the two carbon rods. And you had
to do it in such a way that the spark wasn’t tapdw that it would catch on to the film because
acetate film was so highly flammable that it wojuist flare up, and, you know, in a movie
house it was very, very dangerous. In fact th¢eptmnist’'s booths were all insulated with
asbestos so that if there was a flash fire it, koaw, wouldn’t, | mean the whole theater
wouldn’t, presumably wouldn’t burn down instantansly. And because it was such a
hazardous job, projectionists back then were darlynionize and, you know, negotiate benefits
like the survivor's pay and, you know, those kifishings. So that's how Ben Dorsky got so
active in the labor movement back when he wasgystung man. You know, if you're
interested in specific details about his age arafyghing we do have records on that, it's just,
right off the top of my head, | can’t remember whaars those were.

GB: Did you see him in action when he was in thé. ARO?
JH: Ohyeah, yeah, yeah, I did.

GB: What are your memories of that, do you remerhiar any encounters he had with
politicians or anything that would kind of give as idea of what sort of activities, you know, he
participated in as the head of the AFL-CIO?

JH: Ben was an enormously effective lobbyist, atfdrik it's because he had the ability to get
along with everyone. He made an effort to get @laith everyone, he made an effort to
understand other people’s point of view and taarwork with them in such a way that they
could understand his point of view. He could betaakerous, he could be gruff, in fact a lot of



people just thought he was gruff, but people wladlyeknew referred to him as “Gentle Ben”
because of his demeanor. He was just very queateler bragged or issued threats, he would
guestion the wisdom of someone doing something fiora to time but he would never
admonish you that you absolutely should not do. tis would say things like, “You may want
to think about that for a little bit,” you know, W was a signal that maybe you weren’t about
to make the right decision. And he was a man ®iard, | mean | learned a lot from Ben
Dorsky. He was quite a mentor. And | think, yowWw, if you encounter other people, well,
certainly Don would recall Ben, and he would prdpaay the same thing.

Ben had a very, very close working relationshigwvigd Muskie. I’'m not sure that anybody
outside of kind of an immediate close circle wokiaw that, but Ed Muskie would regularly
call Ben on the phone. | mean, not necessarilggythirough his secretary, | mean just call Ben
directly, and they would huddle together and tdd&wd things and plans and things that they
wanted to do and things that they thought they btgto. And I think, I think based on what |
watched the senator do when he was listening to Biimk, | think he took Ben Dorsky’s
advice very, very seriously. And | think Ben Doydkad enormous respect for Ed Muskie. And
they were, you know, they were just very, very elos

GB: So Muskie was friendly with organized labor bsay?

JH: 1 would say so, | don't think there’s any questabout that. Ed Muskie could walk into a
convention hall of labor people, take off his jacied just start talking. He didn’t have to
prepare a speech. Of course | know that that wasd the senator’s style to begin with, but he
would speak just extemporaneously knowing that &g among friends with labor people.

GB: Was he officially endorsed by the group indasnpaigns?

JH: Yeah, and | don’t know, that, you know, | dokrftow going back to Ed Muskie’s
gubernatorial campaign, | think that was what 54, ‘and that was before my time. So | don’t
know what arrangements were then; | don’t know wias endorsed. Somebody else, you
know, I’'m sure that’s a matter of record someplagead | probably should know, just a matter
of Maine labor history, but I'm not real clear drat. But | think at some point it became real
clear that Ed Muskie was just a very pro, not seimro- union, although | think that was true.
| think he believed in the importance of havingaifree and democratic society, having free, a
free press and a free trade union movement, yowkhthink he really did philosophically
believe that. But | think Ed Muskie was a real kg person’s politician, you know, | think he,
| think he thought that government, the role of govnent was to take care of people who were
not necessarily able to take care of themselves e role of government was to watch out for
people and make sure that they, you know, werdwated or weren't gyped or, you know,
victimized or exploited and so that made him anfdi@ot just of organized labor but | think of
working men and women in the state.

GB: Did anyone in organized labor have a probleth Wuskie’s environmental legislation,
which, you know, because environmental legislatiotine past at some points had kind of come
into conflict with labor interests. Was that eagoroblem?



JH: You know, that’s a very, very interesting qu@stecause | remember only too well, in
fact there was a hearing in Searsport one timetaboaoil refinery down on the coast of Maine;
was it Searsport or maybe Machiasport? There s@raany hearings, you know, there was a
period of time in the early and mid 1970s wheredhvweas lots of talk about oil refineries. | think
this particular one was Machias or Machiasport. Aotlially it was the senator’s, one of the
senator’s senate committees that was holding rgsadown there, and | was asked to testify by
Ben Dorsky. | mean he wanted me to go down, tatluaithe need for jobs particularly in
Washington County. We were very, very interestedhe organization now, I’'m speaking as a,
you know, an employee of this organization, I'maffsperson of the Maine AFL-CIO, and my
job was to explain the need for meaningful econaenelopment. We, the AFL-CIO didn’t
really come right out forcefully as a proponentho$ oil refinery. | think the senator was also
interested in economic development but his concalosit some environmental issues | think
made it a natural for him to somehow be involved.

Now, why am | saying it in exactly that way? Welthink the AFL-CIO might have taken a
much stronger pro-active, pro-refinery stance vitemet for Ed Muskie. In other words | think,
what I'm saying here is my testimony, which somerghie a matter of record in speaking as the
spokesperson at this particular hearing for thenRl&FL-CIO, then called the Maine State
Federated Labor Council, was tempered by the retogrhat, you know, we just didn’t want

to open the doors to this damn refinery, that thezee legitimate concerns about how it would
be run, who would be running it, whether or natduld pose potentially a threat to the
environment. And yes we were interested in the;joldsefinery jobs paid very good money.
They tend to be unionized. They tend to, you knesvsignificant kinds of jobs paying really
very, very good wages to highly skilled labor. Aswfor Washington County that might have
been a wonderful thing as years earlier the Paspamdaly Tidal Project during the
administration of FDR might have been down in Eatprhey talked about a hydro-electric
title project that would have generated huge ansahpower, and, you know, little by little that
kind of fell by the wayside, but a lot of peoplesped for that knowing that it would mean really
good jobs and a source of cheap electric power.

So we were looking at the same kinds of things,lghthk that in many, many ways the AFL-
CIO’s position was yes, supportive, but moderasely | mean, saying, we think this is worthy
of consideration, we think that we really oughetdertain the idea of building an oil refinery in
Machias or Machiasport because it might be a sonfrt@ver cost home heating oil for people
in Maine. It will certainly be the source of highypng jobs, but there are these other questions.
And | do recall vividly that my testimony includsdme of these things, same things. And I'm
willing to bet that had it not been for Ed Muskigdehis close relationship with Ben and their
understanding one another, that the Maine AFL-Cli'sition might have been more
vociferous, you know, more, you know, damn the ¢oiges, let’s build the thing and get these
jobs, and it was not that way.

There was another proposal for an oil refinery@aiSport and that was by the Pittston Company
and if you know anything about the Pittston Compamoy know that there was a coal, it was
originally a coal company that kind of expandeaiatl, oil drilling and oil refining. And

Pittston had a not very good record in the aredBef mining operations and environmental
issues and even the way they treated people, Wesse Pittston dam that broke and a lot of



people died as a result of a dam. So they waptéatate a refinery in Searsport, maybe even on
Sears Island, and, you know, once again that viég political issue. And the AFL-CIO’s
position on that was again kind of supportive, Bmsaying, you know, we ought to seriously
look at this. | mean, we had lots of data abocbime levels and how poor Waldo county was.
We knew a lot about the need for jobs. The saritidestry had gone, the fishing industry was
kind of on its last legs, there was, the lime opers in Rockland were all but defunct. | mean a
lot of traditional industries connected to the Magoast were either dying or had died out. And
so again the AFL-CIQO’s position was, well, it's setining that we really ought to consider. |
mean this, it could be something that would hegphople of the state of Maine. But again
there was this, included this little caveat, yoownyes we want jobs, we want good jobs. Yes,
we want jobs, we want safe jobs. Yes, we want itrgumit industry that’s not going to despoill
our beautiful state. And I’'m absolutely convindldt a good part of that came with Ben Dorsky
and the Maine AFL-CIO not wanting to do anythingttivould seemingly embarrass the
distinguished senator, but at the same time rezognthat he was on the cutting edge of
something that wasn'’t really widespread. | meha,@nvironmental movement was fairly new
at this point and there wasn’t a whole lot of ratitign of the, Rachel Carson’s book had started
to, you know, build a little fire under people dndking out over the Penobscot River that was
so thick with stuff that the paper companies hadwim into it. | think people were realizing that
it really was an issue and needed to be, but thexg &lso concerned about jobs. Probably gave
you more than what you wanted.

GB: Oh no, that’'s wonderful, that's wonderful, there the better. Beyond the oil refineries
you've already mentioned some others, and you meedi that Maine had as you put it a
progressive approach to labor. What were some bigassues back in, you know, the late
sixties, early seventies?

JH: Well, there is one that I've mentioned befaned I'll just go over briefly because as we
speak today in the year 2000 there are still sthtgswe think of as being significantly
unionized states, you know. Like West Virginia &ample that still does not have collective
bargaining rights for public employees. And whesay collective bargaining, I'm talking about
the right of labor management to sit down and nagoa contract that spells out the terms and
conditions of how they’re going to work togetheouyknow, what the pay rates are going to be,
vacation days, all that kind of thing. And Westgiinia does not have, there’s probably half the
states in this nation that do not have collectiasghining laws. Maybe not quite as many as half
but certainly about twenty states that still do Imate that. And Maine does have collective
bargaining for just about all employees imaginaplélic employees, university employees,
turnpike employees, county employees, water distrigployees, did | mention university
employees? Maine Maritime Academy employees. lISbese public employees that we have
in the state have access to exercise their rigahgage in collective bargaining, to join an
employee organization or a union of their own clmgsand to enter into collective bargaining.
And most employees, unless they happen to be jnwague positions like, some people hold
confidential positions where because of their pmsithey have access to certain kinds of
information that might be, you know, prejudicialaruld unduly influence one thing or another
so they’re exempted from the law, but it's onlyamindividual basis. So you have all of these
employees that I've mentioned that are enjoyindective bargaining rights and have going
back to the late 1960s when Maine first passedgekg it was about the mid 1960s, maybe ‘64,



the, what was called the Firefighters Arbitratioct AAnd then | mentioned the state employees,
| think it was the municipal employees labor relas act came after that, and over a period of
about eight or ten years you had virtually all thpsblic employees, paid for by tax dollars, now
covered by collective bargaining.

GB: I got a little off track, | meant to ask younsething and I forgot to.
JH: Sure.

GB: You talked quite a bit about Ed Muskie’s redaghip with Ben Dorsky. Did you know
Ed Muskie yourself?

JH: Yes, | did.
GB: Howd you meet him?

JH: 1,1, I'm alittle foggy about this, | can’t neember exactly. My sense of it is that we met
for the very first time during the beginnings afampaign season, and | don’t even know if it
was Ed Muskie’s campaign, you know, for reelectmmwhether it was just that he was in the
state and, you know, out on the stump on behailtloér candidates. | just, | really, | really don’t
know. It was probably right around 1966, and sls&e, he got elected to the senate, I'm trying
to figure all these, when the years came up. Skeityht he ran for vice president, yeah, that was
‘68. And then in ‘70 was he up for, he was updtarction in ‘70? Reelection, | think he was up
for reelection in 1970.

GB: It's very, very possible, | believe you're rigleah.

JH: And Neil Bishop ran against him. Have you amtered Neil Bishop’s name? Neil
Bishop was a Republican.

GB: [I've heard the name, | don't -

JH: Well, you may want to make a note of thatould have the dates a little mixed up, and |
apologize for that. Sixty-eight was the vice pdesitial, he ran with Hubert Humphrey. He
spoke in down town Bangor in ‘68 as a presidente presidential candidate, and he spoke
directly to the war, too. Somewhere | have thpetd don’'t know, | mean I'm sure that
somewhere in the archives there must be a tage Bl -

GB: He must have run in ‘70 because | know thatamein ‘76 for the senate, so he must have
run in ‘70 as well.

JH: Okay, so ‘70, and I'm pretty sure that 19-,lyeB970 would have been when Neil Bishop
challenged him as a Republican. So that, we wovkey, you know, everybody in the AFL-
CIO worked very hard for Ed Muskie’s reelection.ofked hard in 1968, by the way, for the
ticket -



GB: Oh really.

JH: Across the board, yeah. So my guess woulthde fprobably met Ed Muskie somewhere
in the campaign of 1966, and of course he woulchawse been, he would not have been running
himself at that point, but he was here in the stafgorting other candidates. Bill Hathaway?
Let me think now, Bill Hathaway was in the congraght around that same time, | think he was
the congressman in ‘66.

GB: And was at some point -

JH: Yeah, it wasn't until later that he ran, that Bathaway ran against Margaret Chase
Smith and beat her. So yeah, my guess is it wagglace on the campaign trail that | met Ed
Muskie.

GB: |see. What were your personal impressiorsrof first impressions of him?

JH: Well, I think | was a little, in some ways kiodi a little awestruck of Ed Muskie. One of
the things that | remember distinctly, whenevavas that | first met him, he already somehow
knew my name. Now | later on caught on to a ttieM, | think you might call it a trick, but Ed
Muskie would always have somebody kind of preceding at various meetings and everything,
and they would very quietly whisper in his ear whey were, or they would- . . . .

End of Sde B, Tape One
SdeA, Tape Two

JH: ....kind of awed by the senator. And whemewhenever the time was that | met him
the thing that really kind of overwhelmed me weet the knew my name. And | figured out

some time later on that the way he did that waethvas always people ahead of him, and in this
case it was somebody whose name escapes me, pyirdoeded the senator and he came over
and said, “Hi John,” and said it loud enough sa beawas able to pick up on that. And when he
came over, he addressed me by my name, and husglit, wow, how does he know who | am?
You know, this is really something. And it made feel very good, but it also made me feel

just, you know, almost in the presence of someljostyenormously omnipotent, you know, my
God, he knows my name, and it was quite a thing,H® had quite a presence about him, too.
Did you know the senator, you're probably, probably young.

GB: | never met him, yeah, | was a little too young

JH: Yeah, Ed Muskie had presence, you know, jusstature. | mean, some people can walk
in a room and you just right away notice it, yowkn People talk about John Kennedy that
way. | think it's true with Ted Kennedy personallyhink Ted Kennedy’s the kind of person
that walks into a room and just immediately. | méannot just his physical size, although Ted
Kennedy'’s a big man, | mean, not just big around dven before he got big in the middle, |
mean Ted Kennedy’s just, he’s a sizeable kind gf gad Muskie was like that, he kind of just
attracted attention, | mean he was notable, yowkhe was striking, and so people did notice it.



GB: I noticed actually this, that’s got to be TedriRedy for president poster that you've got
up there. That's the first Ted Kennedy for prestdeoster I've ever seen. When was, when was
that?

JH: Nineteen eighty.

GB: That was 1980.

JH: He ran against Jimmy Carter in the primary.

GB: Yeah, | remember hearing at some painir{telligible phrase) sidetracked it, yeah.
JH: He was very controversial, yeah.

GB: Allright, so getting back, | was asking youdre about different times that you
encountered Ed Muskie through the years and, e@lild you continue with what you were
saying about that?

JH: |don’t remember what | said.
GB: You were talking about, you were talking abGhick O’Leary.

JH: Ohyeah, yeah, | want you to see that pictacgjally take a copy of it. Yeah, we spent,
see there were a lot of interrelationships | troekween the Maine AFL-CIO, certainly this
office, | mean there’s always been a very closati@iship between the Bureau of Labor
Education and the Maine AFL-CIO in part because Bersky was one of the architects of
creating a labor studies center at the Univerdifylane. That was also in 1966. And so there’s
always been this very close relationship. And | emember on one occasion after | was
already here at the university, and hopefully wantiget this on the tape otherwise it's going to
be redundant. But Ed Muskie came up, he was, Ekidwgas a big supporter of the Higher
Education Act, he was | think a major sponsor agrtlanly very, very interested in the
Intergovernmental Personnel Act, which provided eyofor training people and human
resources in the public sector. Higher educatiocoofse to provide educational opportunities
for working adults; it's kind of what they call &flong learning now, it used to be called
continuing education.

And the senator came up and spent time in ourgffihich was on College Avenue, it was the
old log cabin building. It had been a restaurand, then it was taken over by the Catholic church
and became the college’s, the university’s Newmant€, and then they put up a new facility, a
larger facility for the Newman Center, and somefwovanother the Bureau of Labor Education
ended up in this building, which has since been ttmwn unfortunately. But the senator came
up and we spent a good part of the day, we hadltogether, we talked about a whole host of
issues including, and this may be, this pertaias te Maine | think than the national picture, but
| think it's indicative of the senator’s interestthe bigger picture. | mean, he was the senator
from Maine, but he saw himself as representing anlare than just Maine. And, you know, the
Higher Education Act was to make educational oppuoties available to working men. It



covered a lot of stuff, you know, and we talkedhait, on that particular day, of which | do have
photographs, of his sponsorship of a labor educadension act, a bill that would have some
appropriation attached to it and would be very kinto education, the Higher Education Act.

In fact he talked about it as being a possible aimamt to the HEA or maybe even an
amendment to the intergovernmental Personnel Attihe idea was to set aside, appropriate
some, some actually quite small, to me it was gelaum of money, but you know, a small
appropriation to make it possible for working mew avomen to take advantage of centers like
this at the University of Maine, you know, laboudies centers, worker education centers.
There are about fifty-five colleges and universitaound the country that do have labor-ed
centers, so the uni--, it's just typical of a unsity reaching out and serving not only the
agricultural interests and the business interaggislze financial interests but worker’s interests
as well. And so the idea was that the senator nsighhsor some legislation that would put some
seed money in there and get something startedese’dhbe a national commitment to the whole
idea of labor education for working men and women.

GB: And where did that go? How’'d that end up?

JH: Well, you know, I’'m not sure. | know it went far as drafting some legislation, or
possible language for legislation. This was ingady 1970s, and when was it he was, he was
named secretary of state in, what, ‘76?

GB: No, no, that was in 1980.
JH: Oh, 1980.
GB: Yes, 1980 because he only served for sevenhadafore Reagan came in.

JH: Oh, okay, well that's a good question, | mdanissue kept coming up, and I’'m not sure,
I’m not sure where it ever, you know, how it wagexesolved. | did find the letter which I'll go
back and dig out here, make a copy for you, in Wwikid Muskie wrote to Ben Dorsky talking
about exactly this thing, labor education and homight more appropriately fit as an
amendment to the Intergovernmental Personnel 8otl don't think it was anything that was
aggressively pursued. | think there was a lot i@tsgizing going on and exactly what is the best
way to proceed. It probably wasn'’t very high uptlba senator’'s agenda, | mean in the big
scheme of things it likely was not. But the existe of the letter and some other materials that
went to Ben which are in the labor archives cleahgw that the senator was interested in doing
something with this. And we still don’t have adaleducation extension act, so.

GB: Isee, right. Do you recall any other, anyeotineetings or encounters you had with him
or anything he did, anything you remember him d@s@ senator that was of interest to you?

JH: Well, you know there are so many, there’s yeallot of little things, and | don’t mean to
suggest that they’re little, but in the case withdr people and putting aside his relationship, his
very close relationship with Ben Dorsky, | meari8¥7 and then again in 1979 | know there
were some testimonials held for Ben Dorsky, andviegdkie took time out of his busy schedule
to be at those testimonials. The one in 1979 waswBen was actually retiring. That was in



January of ‘79, and | think it was, my recollectisrthat it was hard for the senator even getting
to Bangor, but, you know, it was the kind of thinbere he, he really felt it important to say
good things about Ben Dorsky, and he did. So thexealways that relationship, you know.

The, Senator Muskie really never needed an ineitaid come to anything that organized labor
was having or sponsoring. You know, it could hbeen a summer school here on campus, |
mentioned that for a lot of years we did thesedesial schools during the summer. They lasted
less than a week. People would come in from alt dve state, working men and women, local
union leaders, members of local executive boatdistifne union people. They would stay in the
dorms up at Hilltop, they would attend classes @memics, labor history, parliamentary
procedure, you know, all of these kinds of thingfswas really like kind of a leadership
development academy if you will. And at night thveguld sit around and have a few beers and
talk amongst themselves and, you know. It was eatglytic in nature, | mean having different
union people from a shipyard talking with peoplanfrthe textile workers union or paper
workers from some other union.

And see, Ed Muskie would feel very, very comforéajist dropping in, and | can remember a
few occasions when he did. It wasn't anything veheverybody dropped anything, it’s just that
he was always welcomed, he, | think he, | beliew@kvays felt at home. And he certainly
looked like he always felt at home, you know, josing around people and talking about various
issues, you know. During one campaign he wasladgsaublicly for supporting some
legislation, I think it was during a recessionmniay have been during Richard Nixon’s term in
office, such as it was. But there was some kind fcession going on, there was a lot of talk
about public works programs to get, to get, yowkngomething fashioned along the idea of
what we did with Works Progress Administration dgrthe Depression, public works programs
to get people working again, you know. And somghbactused the senator of supporting leaf
raking legislation, and he, you know, he just ichie that. | can remember his giving this
literally impromptu speech, | mean he was like offed, this was like an insult because he
thought that putting people to work was just soontgnt, you know. Don't just give them like
welfare or handouts or unemployment insurance,dmmany job including leaf raking was a job,
and it was all stuff that was purposeful, it wagpartant, you know, it was work. And by people
working they could feel good about themselves artdeel as though they were just, you know,
taking on the dole so to speak, you know.

And, not that he thought that people who out ofrteessity of having to take care of their kids
and everything were on welfare were, there was #ungwrong for them, that’s not what he
was saying at all. But he was just offended tingbady would talk about creating a jobs
program at a time when the economy was really siogvalmost, in fact | think it was in a
recession, he took it personally and he reallyddstut. And of course he could do that with
labor groups because we were all about jobs, we aiéabout having people have the
opportunity to work and that everybody who wantgdashould be able to have a job and it
should be a decent job and a job that paid, yowkaadignified wage and that kind of thing. So
when he would speak about these things, he knesolild be very passionate about it with labor
people and there was a, it was like talking to keddsouls, you know.

And so when you talk about specific things, now Hard pressed. | mean, | just gave you that



one example, but it was that kind of thing, | meayy know, he could come into a room, and
people would just start chatting with him. He vmas standoffish, and labor people, it's very
interesting because they were not the least bitfbbabout just going up to him and telling him
about how they didn't like this bill, and they dithke that bill or, you know, it wasn't, it was
never taken as a personal attack, it was justexebange of ideas and thoughts. And some
people can articulate themselves exceedingly vmellather people are a little rough around the
edges, but it never seemed to bother the senadat eertainly never seemed to bother, you
know, the working people that were members of unimd would show up at things like the
summer school or committee on political educationvention or Maine State Federated Labor
council convention or whatever it happened to log, know, they just get along. | mean, | think
Ed truly felt very, very comfortable with labor pg#e because they’re kind of down to earth.

GB: Do you recall at all if he drew a lot of suppfvom labor in his 1972 presidential
campaign?

JH: Yeah, | do remember that. | remember a lanoéll details about that. Of course you
know a national campaign is pretty much out of thgou understand how the organi--, how
organized labor is structured you know that thevely little that the Maine AFL-CIO could do
to make sure like, for example, he got the nomamatil mean that'’s, that's a decision made by
the national AFL-CIO. Buy | do know that the MaiAEL-CIO, working people everywhere
were just very, very, well | think | can safely ube term proud that it was Ed Muskie, the
senator from Maine, who was making this bid for pnesidency. And I think by and large most
people in the ranks of labor supported him. Theaie some criticism that came from some
guarters, and it might have been harbored by sabw lpeople as well although I'm not sure of
this, and | never heard it uttered in, certainlyny presence.

There were some people that thought that the seoagit to just, you know, get rid of these
high hopes about getting to be president, you kiidwey wanted him to be the senator from
Maine and never mind these other things, you knBwt | think labor people, because of their
knowledge and understanding about how importantipeis, that by and large they saw that
Maine could really do well. If we could well withvery influential senator like Ed Muskie, and
by the way | have to say that | know a lot of lapeople that didn’t agree with Margaret Chase
Smith on a lot of issues, but they certainly knbat tshe was well respected and an influential
senator from Maine, and they were very proud ofasawell. We seem to have had the ability in
Maine by and large, couple of exceptions, to elecy notable people to the congress of the
United States, in both houses, you know. Andrkhiy and large Maine people sort of take
pride in that. As | said, there are a couple aegtions and we’ll just skip over those, but you
know, you know what | mean, and | think people ustied that if it was possible for Ed
Muskie, the senator from Maine, to exude and eaerhuch influence as he was able to do by
virtue of his position in the U.S. senate, jushkhof how much more he could do if he was
president of the United States. And so | thinkaby large people were very supportive of it,
knowing that ultimately it would be, you know, upthat whole, the whole primary race, the
weeding out of candidates.

And you know, if that whole episode over in New Hehire had occurred in this day and age
rather than then it would have been a non-issoeadn, in fact he probably would have been



applauded, you know. | don’t know if it was megfisnow on his face or truly a tear, and we
may never know, and maybe he’s spoken about @nitcknow about that. But the fact of the
matter is back then, see, that was kind of consitlarsign of weakness | guess. And today that
would be considered a sign of strength, so we aldng progress. You know, when you see
people display emotions, | mean, we consider tlggtaal thing now. Back then it was not a
good thing.

GB: How have people within labor viewed other seratind congressmen from Maine since
Muskie, you know, in the past couple of decadesgilghties and nineties? Do you have a sense
of that? Have any of them been as popular as M@skie

JH: Well, certainly George Mitchell, no questiointhink George Mitchell is right in that long
line of very distinguished people, you know, peopleo maybe nationally were not very well
known when they went into the congress of the Wn8&ates but somehow did things that just
distinguished themselves, brought credit to themeselbrought credit to the state that elected
them, the people that elected them. And somehavade people kind of stand back and take
notice, you know. And I'm not sure exactly sureentGeorge Mitchell did that; it may have
been when he confronted Ollie North, | don’t kngey know. You could, maybe it wasn’t one
event, maybe it was a whole circumstance, and ldos’t know the answer to that, but | know
that George Mitchell is highly regarded even nowdiyor people.

Charlie O’Leary retired a year ago, well, it'll b&o years this coming February, and last
November of 1999 they had at the convention a apadiute to Charlie, it was kind of a post
retirement tribute. And we did one for Ben Dorskytbe way in which Ed Muskie’s voice is on
the soundtrack, but in that one when George Mitgkalized that he could not personally be on
hand last November at the Samoset for this tributéharlie O’Leary, Senator Mitchell and |
talked on the phone and we arranged for him tordimt@rview with me over the phone in which
we taped the comments. And we integrated it intau#li-media presentation in fact. And it was
very well received, and you would expect that beeaBeorge Mitchell himself is very well
received by, well, once again, people who know amdkerstand, you know.

And | think labor people, the AFL-CIO card carryingion people, it's not that they're
somehow different than anybody else, they’re it | think that they are just a little bit more
sophisticated in their understanding of the pditigrocess. Now that doesn’t mean every
individual card carrying union member is, but onokehif you look at voting patterns and the
turnout, the participation among union househatdsgnificantly greater than just the
population at large. If you look at union Demourdtouseholds, the turnout and the
participation in the political process is signifitly higher than in households that are not
unionized. And I think it's because of the workthinions do to sort of impress upon the
membership that the political process is importgot, know. If you want to have, if you want
to have an occupational safety and health actslsatong and protects people from injury or
death at work you’ve got to make sure you got jidihs that are willing to make sure that it's
funded and supported and that it's going to haverdarcement component.

When you talk about minimum wage, raising, you knmising the tide so that all ships are
carried, labor people understand that, they, femtlost part they’re making more than minimum



wage themselves, but they understand that if yanaking pie plates at Chinette and, in
Waterville area at the Keyes Fiber plant, you knewwen people go to the store if they don’t
have much money, they’re not going to buy Chineéeause Chinette’s a little better quality,
well, quite a bit better quality actually, and, ifudoes cost a little bit more but it's a much
sturdier plate, you know, picnic plate or paperavaNow paper workers understand that if
people are just making, you know, five fifty an howhen they go to the store they’re going to
be kind of looking for the cheapest plates and theyerstand that if you raise the minimum
wage so that people are earning a little bit mbey spend every bit of it. When you're at that
lower rung of the economic ladder, you don’t, yaun'd put aside whatever raise you get, you
end up spending it. And they know that we’'re aliter off when you have more money in the
pockets of people who desperately need it, wharattee lower rungs of that ladder because they
do spend that money and there is that multiplitrogf and so they support those things like that,
and they understand that that's a function of thigipal process. So that’s why I think that
when you talk about labor people, | think theireral elections and in the political process is, |
believe it's far greater than what's generally amkledged.

| only hear it acknowledged when it gets closeampaign time. In other words a lot of
politicians, you know, want to get the labor vdiat they're hard to find any other time, and
that’s one of the things that distinguish themhaf people we’'re talking about, including Ed
Muskie because he was around even when it wasst;tyau know, time to run for reelection.
He was there. If you wanted Ed to do somethingpitoyou at a reception, to do a, help do a
fund raiser, Ed Muskie would do everything he palgstould. My experience is, | don’t know
of any experience in which he said he couldn’'t dmething. I’'m sure there were, you know,
when his schedule just didn’t permit it, but whenwas asked by the Maine State Federated
Labor Council or by Ben Dorsky to help out with sething or put in an appearance, he would
do it. And | know of no time when he said, “I, yenow, | just don’t want to,” or, “I can’t make
it.”

Now there were a few times when he was late forgshiand | do remember some of those. We
had a rally one time in Madawaska, Maine of labswgle. Of course Madawaska’'s the home of
Frazier Paper, and back then they had severaldhdusorkers at Frazier Paper, and this was to
kind of rally the troops. It was on the eve of &rcton, and again | don’t know if it was the
senator’s election or whether it was, see, becheseas very good about campaigning for other
candidates when, even when he himself wasn’t upsielection. And he was going to be like
the keynote speaker in this, | think it was the ggsium at the high school in Madawaska, but |
could be mistaken about that. But it was a big gype place, and the place was full, we had
some other speakers, maybe some local candidatesmgufor legislative seats and that kind of
thing. Ben spoke. We had, we did have, my jobdaation director was to put together a
multi-media presentation, and it included scenescMuskie at Kennedy Park in, is it
Lewiston?

GB: That's in Lewiston.
JH: Yeah, yeah, and words, it included words oMigskie. See, the senator was very good

too about, he knew that we would be doing these#)iand so he would let me interview him
and just, you know, | mean not an interview likestlshort interviews, you know. Senator,



what'’s the key issue for labor people this yeard Ae'd just give me a, you know, short piece
that | could, or sound bite that | could put irstmulti- media presentation. And so we did that,
and, you know, the whole time we’re trying to dthg out because the senator still wasn’t there
and | don’t know where he was flying into, Eagle&kear Frenchville, or, | don’t know, but he
was late, and it was tough keeping people themedn, Ben sent out for more soda, more
doughnuts, you know, anything that, anything td keep people there. And unfortunately the
senator was quite late, and we lost about hal&tltkence. We kept saying he was on his way
and, but it was still a good turnout and, you kntivese things happen, | mean it's Maine after
all.

So, there was another time at Pilot’s Grill, andiag apologize for not recalling the exact year.
It had to be prior to ‘72 because it was when | washe staff of the Maine AFL-CIO, and it
was at a COPE convention, which was held at Pilti# in their back room. And all the
delegates were there, and it was going to be ammyeeception, and Ed Muskie was going to
be the, like the guest of honor, the keynote speakerhatever. It was an informal event, but at
some point, you know, Ben was going to kind of@etrybody’s attention, and Ed Muskie was
going to say a few words about the importance dteser election it was, whether it was his
election or somebody else’s. And we were waitmgtiie senator to arrive, the convention had
recessed, and the business of the convention Wwasred for that day. People went to wherever
they were staying; there was a hotel, still is sehoght next door. It's not quite as nice as it
once was, but a lot people, a lot of the delegate staying at that hotel. They went and got
changed and came back. Those were in the days ydhehad receptions, and people wore ties,
men wore ties and women wore dresses. We'rerado¢ casual now than we used to be.

And people showed up at the reception thinking BthiMuskie was going to be there. Well, he
was running late and | had sound equipment sebiyydu know, the PA system, the
microphones and all that kind of thing. And we laégb done some kind of a media presentation
at that convention. But the upshot of it was theagor was late, Ben asked the people at Pilot’s
Grill to just open up the bar. Ben’s idea was, koaw, if people were going to, it was a cash
bar and the senator was running late and Ben waseddhat people would start to get antsy
and think, oh my God, we’ve got to go to dinnemwé#ts an open night, you know, people could
do whatever they wanted. And so he said to me,t8B@ill Zoidis,” who owned Pilot’s Grill,

“to just, we're going to, we’re just going to optte bar, you know. Just keep track of what
people are drinking,” but Ben thought, rightfully kthink, especially back then, in those days
you open up the bar and people will stay, freekdrigee, why would they leave.

Well, the senator was running considerably behimceagain, | mean, it happened. | think he
had to stay for a vote in the senate and didn’bgébf Washington and quite late, whatever the
reason was, and the upshot of it was, you knowrengdw starting to run out of steam and
people have had quite a bit to drink, and Ben didint them to go out to eat at this point. So
he wanted to know if we had any music. | liveddamden at the time; Hamden’s not that far
from here if you're not familiar with the area. ofm Pilot’s Grill it was like maybe ten minutes

to get to my house, so | said, “Well | got some imas$ home, like cassette tapes.” It's before the
days of CDs. And so he said, “If we get some mgsiag, you know, maybe people will start
dancing and that'll keep them here.” So | ran hpdneve home, got some tapes, brought them
back to Pilot’s Grill, and we plugged them into 8wind system that we had set up for the



convention and for the multi-media presentationardust started playing, you know, this
music that | had of, you know, it was good danceahlisic. And sure enough people just started
dancing, you know, | mean they had drinks, Bendpatten Bill Zoidis to put together like
appetizers so that people, you know, were at petiing some munchies to eat. And at some
point, now considerably delayed, maybe as muchcasiple of hours, Ed Muskie came in. But
he ended up not speaking that time, and it wasusecpeople had just enough to drink that they
were, and they were so relaxed and they were hawol a good time between the drinking and
the dancing that Ed Muskie assessed the situatidrdeacided that it would probably be better if
he just went around the room very informally, yooWw, and said hello to people, and he did
that. He did that for a good part of the rest ef ¢éwvening, and, you know, it went over very well.
I don’t know if he had had a speech to give orsphmean he wasn’t much one for preparing
speeches for labor groups. | mean he’d just sp#akecuff, but if he had something
specifically he wanted to say he never got to askitiee entire group all at the same time
because of that.

But | think it just, | think that story and the ethone I've told you is simply illustrative of the
kind of relationship that these people, working raed women in the state of Maine represented
by unions, had with Ed Muskie. I think it was abdaelationship, | think it was a close
relationship. There may have been times whenwergn’t entirely happy with maybe a

position he had taken, but the interesting thinméowas that nobody was afraid to just take him
to task for it, and he was not the least bit endssed to defend his position. That didn’'t happen
very often but, you know, once in a while he maymeove voted exactly the way somebody
thought he should and so it was almost like a fafeild, you know, never went outside, there
was never any disagreement publicly about takirmgption to Ed Muskie or anything he’'d done
but just, you know, “Listen Ed, what are you gotoglo about this kind of thing or that kind of
thing.” So it was very interesting.

GB: That's fantastic. All right. | think I'll chage directions here.
JH: Sure.

GB: Your position here, you're director of labomuedtion?

JH: I'm the director, yeah.

GB: The director, all right. First off, what doe®or education entail?

JH: Well, university based labor education is therying out of educational activities geared
to meet the needs of working men and women on wedgted issues. For example, teaching
people about the Occupational Safety and HealthtAathing people about employment law,
workplace discrimination and what to do about thatvagencies of government exist to address
those kinds of issues. It includes issues likdéeship development for union organizations,
labor organizations, employee organizations. dludes doing a lot of research on labor issues
in our state and in our country. So, for examities, office, through the instrumentality of
Charlie Scontras who's on our staff, he’s sortevhsretired now, Charlie is an historian, labor
historian, we so far have published | think we’'reaur, coming up on our fifth book about



Maine labor history. Most people don't think of Ma as being a particularly unionized,
particularly labor oriented state, but as you ahdve talked during this interview the fact is it's
been very, very highly unionized. It's only bearrécent years where we’ve lost a lot of those
heavy industries like paper and shipbuilding axdileeand shoes manufacturing that we've seen
a decline in the percentage of people unionize@'vé/lost a lot of good paying jobs in those
sectors.

But Maine’s labor history is really rich, very, yatich. Going back to those textile mills when it
was Franco Americans in Lewiston-Auburn and Saatd8ford, you know, when it was
shipbuilders in the early days of Bath Ironworksg #hose paper mills over in Rumford and
Millinocket, East Millinocket. So our job is to @olot of research on work related issues, safety
and health issues, anything to do with the workglaleublic policies focusing around those
issues, you know. We get calls from the legisltiWhen they’re entertaining a bill, they
frequently will call us, regularly call us, wanting know if we have any documentation or any
information that will help them decide what theynvéo do to address in a public policy way
guestions of, you know, well I'll say workplace clisnination or poverty or those kinds of
things.

GB: Isee. Now are your courses open to the reguoddriculated students at the university?

JH: We do, we do have, we don’t run them, the galte the colleges that actually, you know,
like business administration, colleges of libetatges, and so on. They actually run the
courses. We go in and teach them, and we’ve degitive curriculum for it. Our historian,
Charlie Scontras, the fellow | mentioned beforés liee one that teaches most of those courses.
Valerie Carter is a sociologist, she’s on our st teaches the sociology of work. So I'm less
involved with the actual teaching on campus; I'mrenmvolved with the conduct and carrying
out of seminars, conferences off campus for letpstafor working people, for full time union
officials, you know, that kind of thing.

GB: Allright, well I'm done with my questions, $avon’t keep you any longer unless, do you
have anything else you'd like to add or emphasing, final remarks?

JH: Well, you know one of your first questions, rhaythe first question, had to do with any
tension between labor people and Senator Muskaneimonmental issues, and | used two
illustrations that | was familiar with, both of timehappened to involve refineries. But since |
responded to that question | thought too abougthlike the Dickey-Lincoln dam, which, you
know, was an interesting project. A lot of labeople were for that, and of course it never did
come to pass. | suspect there were people whotingyle taken exception to Senator Muskie’s
seemingly tough stance on environmental questlmntsnaybe you've picked up on the fact
from other things that I've said that even withgbalichotomies, even with those tensions, there
was always the forum for verbally fighting it outlot that Senator Muskie would necessarily
change his mind or not that, you know, a couplepfeethat were fearful for their jobs for
example in the paper industry would lose their jdhg | think it was just the relationship, the
nature of the relationship that made it possibtepfple to vent themselves directly to the
senator, and he would listen patiently, you knawg explain his position. And I think just
probably the fact that they could communicate witle another, even if they ended up not



necessarily agreeing totally on how to resolvesane, it was the opportunity to just have those
kinds of discussions in an informal setting witkrda being no hard feelings afterwards and
people being willing to, you know, get out there grut out bumper stickers and lick envelopes
and make phone calls and do all those kinds ofthin

| mean, they just believed in it, and they figurgoly know, if the senator, and | speak now not
just of Ed Muskie but George Mitchell on strike d&ker legislation, very similar kind of thing.
George Mitchell ended up supporting strike breddégislation, but early on in that process he
played it very close to the vest. | do not know thason for that. At one point he claimed he
was still studying the issue, and I, you know Ket&im at his word. For whatever reason,
though, he was not real clear with labor peopleuabow he was going to come down on that
particular issue, and it was a major issue ingtase because of the strike in Jay over at
International Paper Company. But people alwaysliiek they would have an audience with
George and they could argue with him and, you kradmpst fight with him and tell him, you
know, sometimes not so diplomatically, that helyeaéeded to help us out because we needed
his vote on something. And, you know, he did caraind on that.

| think with Ed Muskie it was a similar kind of tig. | don’t know of any case in which Ed
Muskie kind of suggested he didn’t know how he gamg to vote on something, but he knew
that people didn’t always, always necessarily agnge him on every vote. But just having an
opportunity for, you know, the exchange | think vieslthy. I'm not sure we see as much of it
today as I, I'm not, I'm convinced that we don'eses much of it today as we once did. | think
the media, the necessity of being on televisios,gratty much obviated the opportunities for
people to really get to know one another, like ¥®8#nd candidates.

You know, it's, it’s just not, when Bill Hathawayedided to run for the senate against Margaret
Chase Smith, the first people I think he met with,may have met with others that | did not
know about, was an executive board meeting in Baofjthe Maine AFL-CIO in their
conference room. And Bill Hathaway, Congressmath&laay, asked Ben if he could attend the
meeting because he wanted to talk something ovértive board. And there was no mention
anywhere of Bill Hathaway running against Marg&btase Smith. | mean, | think if it had even
been uttered people would have said, “What are g@azy? Margaret Chase Smith is like an
institution in this state.” And Bill Hathaway carteethat meeting; | was there because | was on
staff, and Ben introduced Bill, of course every@&new Bill Hathaway, and Ben said that Bill
Hathaway had asked if he could have a few minutésedr time, and he was going to just turn
the meeting over to Bill Hathaway. And Bill Hathagyavithout notes or anything just talked

like you and | are talking about how he had beankthg about this for a long time and he was
giving serious thought to running against Marg&ease Smith and he wanted to know how
labor people would feel about that. He didn’t tekm he was going to run. He said, “l am
thinking about running against Margaret Chase Sraitld | want to know what you think about
that.” And they went around the room, you knowd ant everybody spoke, but those who
spoke, some said, “Bill, you got a good seat, yoiaggood congressional seat, you're a shoo-in
for reelection. Why would you do this? You're goittggive it up, you're going to lose, she’s
going to blow your doors up.” And other peopledsdlou know, it's time for Maggie to go.”
And so, you know, he picked up on all of that afitnately we know he decided to go for it,
and ultimately he did knock her off, he beat Maeg&hase Smith. And labor worked very hard



for Bill Hathaway to do that.

But that’s the same kind of relationship I'm talgiabout. Not one where, you know, Ed Muskie
always went to labor saying, “Here’s what I'm goitiegdo,” but he would go to labor and say,
“You know, here’s where we're at, here’s what I'miray, you know, what do you think we
should do?” | mean, he was a very powerful mary s&ong in terms of his convictions and
that kind of thing, but for whatever reason, dipémy, respect, wisdom, whatever the reason
was, he would always couch things in terms of vadwayou think we should do and | think that’s
in part because he kind of respected the viewsookiwg people. | think he particularly
respected Ben Dorsky.

GB: Great, well | think that's a good place to stop
JH: Allright.

GB: Well, thank you very much.

JH: Well, you're entirely welcome. I'm glad youdafi't -

End of Interview
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